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NEED NO GLUE OR CORNERS 

1 . Lift transparent film, but leave an inch still adhering. 

3. Drop the film over photos, and srrooth it out by hand . 

'' Protect your prints -Show them at the ir best'' 

''Do not expose to direct SUNLIGHT or HEAT'' 

DESIGN PATENT PEND. 

2 . Place photos on adhesive . 
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'They Live Short but Happy Lives' 

Meo ·Pilots: Flights Against the Odds 

One of the fighter planes of t.fte mini-air force of 'converted 
T28 trainers attached to the CIA-sponsored "Secret Army" fighting 
against North Vietnamese in northern Laos. (UPI) 

. By ROBERT KAYWR 
LONG CHENG, Laos 

(UPI)-Lt. Vang Bee Cai­
kuevang recently chalked 
up his 500tp combat mis­
sion as a fighter-bomber 
pilot. As a veteran of the 
north Laos air war, this 
means that he has been fly­
ing all of eight months. 

Vang Bee, who is 22 years old. 
is one of seven Meo hilltribe 
pilots who fly in the mini-air 
force of converted T28 trainers 
attached to the CIA-sponsored 
"Secret A1·my" of Maj. Gen. 
Vang Pao, which fights against 
the North Vietnamese in North 
Laos. 

It used to be a rule in 'the U.S. 
Air Force that pHots earned 
themselves a· ticket home after 
100 combat missions in high-risk 
areas in Indochina, and it took 
most American pilots close to a 
year to pile up that m~ny. 

The Meos average eight to 
nine missions a day in their 
little propeller-driven p I a n e s 
when the weather permits, and 
it does not take long to pile up 
an impressive total of missions 
-if the pilot lives long enough. 

There has been a total of 
somewhere between 20 and 30 
Meo pilots trained ·n the last 
tour or five years. according to 
one tally. That here are only 
seven now flying . out of this 
headquarters base for the "Se­
cret Army" gives an idea of the 
odds they face when they climh 
into the cockpit. "They tend to 
lead a short but happy life,,. 
says one American who knows 
them well. 

The Meos have become the 
backbone of air support for 
Vang Pao's hilltribe guerrillas 
since the Commun·st offensive 

in South Vietnam has kept most 
of the big U.S. jets with their 
impressive firepower busy with 
daily strikes "across the moun­
tain" in North and South Viet­
nam. 

T28's carry only four 250- • 
pound bombs each, plus 50-cali­
ber machine guns, which are not 
always effective against well 
dug-in targets but they can go 
much lower and slower than the 
jets, which gives them almost 
pinpoint bombing accuracy in 
the hands of a skilled pilot. 

Going lower and slower also 
makes it a lot easier to get shot 
down. The T28's were withdrawn 
from combat at the onset of a 
·North Vietnamese offensive on 
the Plain of Jars north of Long 
Cheng last December when so­
\l)histicated Communist anti­
aircraft guns knocked three out 
of the sky in a few hours. ''It 
was impossible to cope with,., 
said an American official. 

Like the ''Secret Army,'• Vang 
Pao's air force is a U.S.-spon­
sored operation. Americans su­
pervise maintenance of the T28's 
and the loading of bombs. When 
a T28 is lost, it is replaced from 
a stockpile kept at the air base 
at Udorn, across the Mekong 
River in Thailand. 

Vang Bee affects a tailored 
royal blue flight suit just like the 
ones worn by some U.S. jet 
fighter pilots. He wears his blue 
overseas cap at a jaunty angle. 

On h·s uniform Vang Bee 
proudly wears the patch of the • 
567th Special Operations Wings, 
the U.S. Air Force unit which 
taught him how to fly T28's• in a 
course at Udorn. The patch pro­
claims "every man a tiger." 

The ranks of Meo pilots at 
Lor.g Cheng are fleshed out with 
Lao airmen from the lowlands 

and, according to some sources, 
occasional reinforcements from 
Thailand's Air Force. Low­
landers are said to like flying at 
Long Cheng despite the risks 
since the CIA pays better than 
the Laotian Air Force. 

For the Meos, the risks go be­
yond enemy fire. They do not 
know how to fly on instruments 
and if they get into bad weather 
face the threat of falling victim 
to vertigo and losing control. 
U.S. officials believe that is 
what happened to one T28 which 
failed to return from a mission 
in cloudy skies earlier this week. 

Vang Bee's immediate boss at 
Long Cheng is Capt. Vang Sue, 
one of the first Meo pilots to get 
his wings .. At 27 years of age, 
Vang Sue has been flying for 
four years and beaten all the 
odds. He says he has about 3,150 
combat missions. 

There were six of the T28's sit­
ting on the flight line at Long 
Cheng as Vang Sue showed some 
visitors around, but he said only 
four of them were flyable. The 
tribesmen pointed to the un­
serviceable aircraft. 

"Broken," he said. It devel­
oped that what he m~ant in the 
case of one plane was a bullet 
hole from a Communist machine 
gun which had gone through the 
wing, slicing through a control 
cable so that if remained 
stretched taut by a single 
strand. 

The plane had been damaged 
on a mission fiown earlier that 
day by Vang Sue's wingman. a 
grinning tribesman in a yellow 
polo shirt a'nd baseball cap with 
a pistol slung on his hip, cowboy 
style. 

"If that cable breaks, he 
crash" said Vang Sue. "I guess 
maybe he lucky." 
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Days Were Golden 
In Laos-Before 

BANGKOK (AP)-Laos' 
once flourishing gold smug­
gling industry, which 
brought in 30 pe1· cent of 
the country's revenues, has 
c·ollapsed, forcing the gov­
ernment to take drastic act­
tion to ave what remains of the 
economy. 

The result ha been devalua­
tion, a booming currency black­
market and gloomy forecast 
from the Chinese and Vietnam­
ese traders who have kimmed 
what little cream there was to 
be had from the Laotian cono­
my. 

Stores in Samsen Thai, Vien­
tiane's main street, which stock 
luxuries a diverse as canned 
French wine, snails, television 
sets for a country that has no 
stations and the widest assort­
ment of the cheapest liquor in 
Asia, are finding it difficult and 
expensive to get foreign ex­
change to pay for imports. 

In the market, prices of all 
foodstuffs, mostly imported 
from Thailand, a mile away 
across the Mekong River, have 
risen dramatically. 

Gold shops will not accept kip, 
the local currency. Nor will the 
kip buy a rail ticket to Bangkok 
from that state railway office. 
They only want baht or dollar 
which they exchange at a rate 30 
per cent higher than the official 
rate of 605 to the dollar. 

Part of the current economic 
problems, which have resulted 
i n Finance Minister Sisouk 
Champassak being cen ured by 
the National Assembly, stem 
from the decline of the gold 
business. 

For years the Lao government 
has allowed free import of gold 
for which they cfiarged 5.5 per 
cent duty. This brought in about 
$2.3 . million a year to the trea­
sury, slightly more than th 
country achieved in foreign 
trade in most years. 

The Lao government paid no 
heed to what importers did with 
the gold once they got it into the 
country. This meant it was 
smuggled back across to Thai­
land or South Vietnam. 

However the money-minded 
government of Singapore saw 
the value of the gold trade, . low­
ered its import duties and effec­
tively snatched the transit gold 
trade away from Laos. 

To make up the lost revenue, 
the Lao government devalued 
the kip by 20 per cent last No­
vember, doubled import duties 
and made foreign exchange 
hard to get in an effort to stop 
capital flight. 

This was done largely at the 
urging of the group of nations 
that have clubbed together each 
year since 1964 to keep Lao 
f r o m going bankrupt. The 
United States, France, Austra­
lia, Britain and Japan have con-

tributed an increasing amount of 
f o r e i g n exchange annually 
through what is called the For­
eign Exchan'ge Operations Fund 
(FEOF). 

However there was no control 
over who bought the foreign 
change from the banks, and 
much of it went to Chinese and 
Vietnamese traders to finance 
the import of luxury goods at 
low duty rates or to business­
men who wanted to repatriate 
profits in hard currency. 

U.S. congressional critics of 
America's large contribution to 
FEOF also pointed out that con­
trols were so lax that even th 
Communist Pathet Lao or North 
Vietnamese who both maintain 
missions in Vientiane could get 
dollars from the fund if they 
wanted to. 

Controls have now been e tab­
lished and the Lao government 
has contributed to the fund for 
the first time. 

The Lao gov rnment also im­
posed restrictions on the amount 
of foreign currency an individ­
ual could take abroad. They lim­
ited it to $200 a month per per­
son for Thailand up to $600 a 
month per person for the United 
States. 

This led to such a ru h for 
passports that the Foreign Min­
istry quickly ran out. Govern 
ment officials and busines men 
had found the loophole. 

All that was required to gain 
the $200 allowance was a pas • 
port and visa for Thailand. They 
made a quick 15-minute trip to 
Thai immigration checkpoint 
across the river at Nong Khai 
got their passports stamped, re­
turned to Vientiane and so 
their $200 in the black market 
a profit of 25 per cent or more. 

The government tried to top 
it by issuing letters of credit oJ .. 
lectible at th~ destination. But 
the smart operators soon beg-. 
sending couriers loaded with 
passports to Singapore to coll 
the foreign exchange. 

As of now the government 
still fishing for a solution 

The U.S. government wbt 
spends large sums in inlll:,.:faq;;"",c._ ... __ _ ,. 
support for the hard pressed La&, 
governm nt, has strongly UK 
the Lao to start growing ilie!r ­
own foodstuffs instead of spen~­
ing hard currency they don t 
have to buy it from Thailand 

One high-ranking official said 
the new economic measures in 
eluding a tax on foodstuffs from 
Thailand would force th~ Lao to 
grow and mill their own I'ice and 
raise livestock. 

B e C a u s e foreign exchange 
regulations have been tightened, 
less will be available for luxury 
imports that at one time made 
Laos a cheaper place to buy a 
watch than duty-free port like 
Hong Kong or Singapore. 

"They are finally beginning to 
act like a developing country " 
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Days Were Golden 
In Laos-Before 

BANGKOK (AP)-Laos' 
once flourishing gold smug­
gling i n d u s t r y, which 
brought in 30 per cent of 
the country's revenues, has 
collapsed, forcing the gov­
ernment to take drastic act­
tion to save what remains of the 
economy. 

The result has been devalua­
tion, a booming currency black­
market and gloomy forecasts 
from the Chinese and Vietnam­
ese traders who have skimmed 
what little cream there was to 
be had from the Laotian econo­
my. 

Stores in Samsen Thai, Vien­
tiane,s main street, which stock 
luxuries as diverse as canned 
French wine, snails, television 
sets for a country that has no 
stations and the widest assort­
ment of the cheapest liquor in 
Asia, are finding it difficult and 
expensive to get foreign ex• 
change to pay for imports. 

In the market, prices of all 
foodstuffs, mostly imported 
from Thailand, a mile away 
across the Mekong River, have 
risen dramatically. 

Goid shops will not accept kip, 
the local currency. Nor will the 
kip buy a rail ticket to Bangkok 
from that state railway office. 
They only want baht or dollars 
which they exchange at a rate 30 
per cent higher than the official 
rate of 605 to the dollar. 

Part of the current economic 
problems, which have resulted 
i n Finance Minister Sisouk 
Champassak being censured by 
the National Assembly, stem 
from the decline of the gold 
business. 

For years the Lao government 
has allowed free import of gold 
for which they cfiarged 5.5 per 
cent duty. This brought in about 
$2.3, million a year to the trea­
sury, slightly more than the 
country achieved in foreign 
trade in most years. 

The Lao government paid no 
heed to what importers did with 
the gold once they got it into the 
country. This meant it was 
smuggled back across to Thai­
land or South Vietnam. 

However the money-minded 
government of Singapore saw 
the value of the gold trade,. low­
ered its import duties and effec­
tively snatched the transit gold 
trade away from Laos. 

To make up the lost revenue, 
the Lao government devalued 
the kip by 20 per cent last No­
vember, doubled import duties 
and made foreign exchange 
hard to get in an effort to stop 
capital flight. 

This was done largely at the 
urging of the group of nations 
that have clubbed together each 
year since 1964 to keep Laos 
f r o m going bankrupt. The 
United States, France, Austra­
lia, Britain and Japan have con-

tributed an increasing amount of 
f o r e i g n exchange annually 
through what is called the For­
eign Exchan'ge Operations Fund 
(FEOF). 

However there was no control 
over who bought the foreign ex­
change from the banks, and 
much of it went to Chinese and 
Vietnamese traders to finance 
the import of luxury goods .at 
low duty rates or to business­
men who wanted to repatriate 
profits in hard currency. 

U.S. congressional critics of 
America's large contribution to 
FEOF also pointed out that con­
trols were so lax that even the 
Communist Pathet Lao or North 
Vietnamese who both maintain 
missions in Vientiane could get 
dollars from the fund if they 
wanted to. 

Controls have now been estab­
lished and the Lao government 
has contributed to the fund for 
the first time. • 

The Lao government also im• 
posed restrictions on the amount 
of foreign currency an individ• 
ual could take abroad. They lim•. 
ited it to $200 a month per per­
son for Thailand up to $600 I 
month per person for the U'ilitect 
States. 

This led to such a rush for 
passports that the Foreign Mhl• 
istry quickly ran out. Govern­
ment officials and businessmen 
had found the loophole. 

All that was required to gain 
the $200 allowance was a _ pass~ 
port and visa for Thailand. They 
made a quick 15-minute trip tG 
Thai immigration checkpoint 
across the river at Nong Kbal, 
got their passports stamped; re.. 
turned to Vientiane and so: 
their $200 in the black market 
a profit of 25 per cent or more·. 

The government ~e~. t_o st9;1 
it by issuing letters of credit col~ 
lectible at th~ destination. -·B.ut 
the smart operators soon beg, 
sending eouriers loaded w; 
passports to Singapore· to. c.oll¥.t..,. 
the foreign exchange. • :'. 

As of now the govemme,¢ 
still fishing for a solution 

The U.S. government 
spends large sums ·in .: . 
support for the hard pressecJj~ - ;J· 
government, has strongly J.lQIC:: 
the Lao to start growing ·tlief:tt ...:l 
own foodstuffs insiea4_ of. SR1 

ing hard currency they d~t 
have to buy it from Thailand. _ • . 

One high-ranking officlafsiwl 
the new economic measures ·ill· 
eluding a tax on foodstuffs ·1rom 
Thailand would force thfil Lao ·to 
grow and mill their own l'ice and 
raise livestock. 

B e C a u s e foreign ex~hange 
regulations have been tightened, 
less will be available for , luxury 
imports that at one time _ made 
Laos a cheaper place to buy -a 
watch than duty.free ports. ll~e 
Hong Kong or Singapore. . _ 

"They are finally beginninJ to 
act like a developing countey. n 



Reds Stronger Than Ever 

Is It the Beginning of the End for Laos] 
By LEON DANIEL 

VIENTIANE, Laos (UPI) 
Communi t forces in Laos now 
hold their trongest position 
ever. 

If the Indochina war.ended to­
day, North Vietnamese and 
Pathet Lao forces in Laos could 
claim a military victory, some­
thing the Communists have been 
unable to achieve in neighboring 
South Vietnam. 

In an exclusive interview, Act­
ing Defen e Minister Sisouk Na 
Champasack said the fall of 
Long Cheng, the super-secret 
base operated in north-central 
Laos by the U.S. Central In­
telligence Agency (CIA), could 
open the way for Communist in­
filtration into Vientiane. 

"I don't know if we can hold 
it," Sisouk said. 

He also said that Pakse, the 
main commercial town in south­
ern Laos, is gravely threatened. 

Sisouk said that the north• 
south Highway 13, the main road 
link between Vientiane and ihe 
royal capital of Luang Prabang, 
is still severed as a result of 
Pathet Lao harassment west of 
the Plain of Jars, which fell un­
der the complete control of three 
rampaging North Vietnamese 
divisions in mid-December. 

Some of the Americans here 
, who run the war in Laos private­

ly acknowledge that they expect 
the military situation to worsen 
before President Nixon visits 
Peking next month. 

And that, according to Sisouk, 
is precisely what the Commu­
nists planned when they opened 

• their dry season offensive a 
month and a half ago. 

The North Vietnamese e pect 
their recent sweeping gains to 
place Hanoi in a trong position 
before any discussions in Peking 
on a solution to the Indochina 
war. 

The capture of Long Cheng, 12 1 
' miles southwest of the plain, 

would be a erious - and per­
haps ultimately fatal - blow to 
the Allied effort in Laos. 

"If Long Cheng is capt,u-ed, 
the way will be open for the 
Communists to infiltrate all the 
way to Vientiane," said Sisouk, 
who serves as defense minister, 
although Prime Minister Sou­
vanna Phouma holds the defense 

l portfolio. 
Si~ouk said the main threat to 

Long Chem: comes from some 20 
- 13 0 mm artillery pieces, in­

troduced by the Communists in 
Lao for the first time during 
their uccessful campaign to 1 

capture the plain. 
"It is a terrible gun," said Si­

souk. "We are not afraid of their 
inf an try but we have got to kill 
those guns.'' 

accuracy as an antitank weap­
on. 

American military source 
agree that Sisouk is correct in 
his assessment of the Commu­
nist threat to Long Cheng. 

The Americans already have 
removed to the outh some e­
cret cryptographic equipment 
from Long Cheng. The two doz­
en or so Americans who work at 
the base no longer spend their 
nights there, but fly in after 
dawn from Vientiane and fly out 
before sunset. 

The Thai soldiers at Long 
Cheng are there under mys­
terious and unexplained circum­
stances. Some Americans con­
tend there are as many as 5,000 
of them in the Long Cheng area. 

The Thai government insists it 
has no "regular soldiers" in 
Laos, but has acknowledged 

The gun and the tracked ve­
hicle that pulls it weigh a total 
of 15 tons. The weapon can be 
fired at a rate of live rounds per 
minute. Each projectile weighs 
about 60 pounds. The projectiles 
can be set so that a "cheap air 
burst'' can be achieved by hav 
ing them explode after impact 
and on the bounce, thus creating 
a more deadly dispersion cone 
and more casualties. 

The guns have a range of 
slightly more than 16 miles and 
from where they are positioned 
on the southern edge of the plain 
are within easy range of Long 
Cheng. 

A m e r i c a n sources contend 1 

that Sisouk's e timate of the 

Spotter planes have difficulty 
pinpointing the big weapons, 
which move behind tracked ve­
hicles, because the North Viet­
namese use pyrotechnic devices 1 

as decoys which look dis­
mayingly like muzzle flashes to 1 number of guns is too low, that 

there are more than 20 of them. 
The gun fires on a flat trajecto­
ry and can be u ed with deadly 

> pilots in the air. 

unofficially that there may b 
som Thai "volunteers" in this 
country. 

In any case, American sources 
here contend that the Thai ol­
dier at Lon Cheng and else­
where in Laos are paid for by 
the United St11tes. 

hospital at Udorn AB in northe t 
Thailand. He is recoverin in 
Vientiane now and is expected to 
return soon to Long Cheng. 

Heavy losses among the Thai 
forces in Laos could have 
serious political repercussions in 

·Thailand, where the citizens 
have never been told by their 
government the extent of the 
Thai involvement in Laos. 

But his troops are known to be 
exhausted-and perhap de­
moralized-by the series of de­
feats which led to the Commu­
ni ts regaining control of the 
Plain of Jars. 

Gen. Vang Pao, the Meo com­
mander of the Laos forces. in. and 
around Long Cheng, has split 
and dispersed hi command 
group since the bombardment of 
the base began. 

Those Meo troops, considered 
the best the government has, 
were routed on the plain. They 
left at least 20 artillery piec s 
there when they fled southward. 
Those guns are now in the hands 
of the North Vietnamese. 

Vang Pao, evacuated Tuesday 
from Long Cheng, was treated 
for pneumonia at an American 

Sisouk acknowledged th~ gov­
ernment lost "more than a thou• 
sand'' · soldiers-including dead, 
missing and wounded-in the 
battles on the plain, but he 
added that casualty reports 
were still incomplete. 

In any case, the Meos on the 
plain were defeated soundly. 

"They are demoralized," said 
a government source, pointing 
out that the Meos and other ir• 
regular Laotian forces have 
done most of the government's 
fighting throughout the war. 

In •recent years, the irregulars 
have provided the cutting edge 
of the Laotian military, leaving 
static defense to regular Army 
troops. 

There is now no doubt that the 
recent defeats on the plain 
blunted that edge. 

The Meos are known to fight 
best when they are defending 
their families and their home­
land, but the families of the sol• 
diers fled southward from Long 
Cheng with other civilians when 
the heavy bombardment started. 

There is some evidence that 
both the Americans and the gov­
ernment have become recon­
ciled to the possibility that Long 
Cheng cannot be held much 
longer. It is known that there 
are contingency plans to aban .. 
don it H necessary. 

The serious deterioration of 
the Allied military position in 
Laos began a month and a half 
ago when Moung Soui, a key po­
sition on the western edge of the 
plain, fell to the North Vietnam­
ese. 

This was followed by a series 
of separate actions on the plain, 
which was completely aban­
doned to the Communists on 
Dec. 20. 

There also was trouble in 
southern Lao on and around the 
Bolovens Plateau as 1971 drew 
to a close. On Dec. 6, Laotian 
tr_ o o p s were ordered, after 
heavy fighting, to withdraw 
from Saravane, a town 24 miles 
north of the plateau. 

The Americans said at the 
time that Saravane, although it 
straddles Route 23, a key artery 
in the south, "has no significant 
military value." 

Shortly thereafter, on Dec. 28, 
government force lost Paksong, 
a town on the Bolovens recap­
tured from th Communists af­
ter heavy government losses 
just last September. 

The Americans said Paksong 
was not worth much either but 
when the Laotians recaptured it 
the feat was billed as a "sign­
ificant political and military vic­
tory. ti 

But by mid-December it 
was clear that real trouble was 
shaping up on the Plain of Jars, 
where three divisions of North 
v: etnamese were using some 20 
tanks, heavy artillery and mor­
t a rs , followed by massive 
ground assaults. 

After Laotian forces were 
pushed off . the plain, govern• 
ment military authorities de• 
scribed the intensity of the 
·North Vietnamese fire as "the 
heaviest ever encountered in 
Laos." 

On Dec. 23, three days after 
the plain was lost, a North Viet­
namese unit staged a pre-dawn 
rocket and mortar attack on the 
airstrip at Long Cheng. 

Thousands of civilian$, in­
cluding families of the Meo sol­
diers; began fleeing to the south 
because they feared more shell• 
ings from the North Vietnamese 
fo1•ces building up around the 
base. 

As the year ended, the situ~ 
• ation in north-central Laos was 
extremely tense, with North 
Vietnamese fo1·ces moving with 
relative impunity south and 
southwest of the plain and 
around Long Cheng itself. 
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Laotian troops, dug in on Skyline Ridge 
Cbeng, keep a sbarp lookout for Cmniuuuist troops. 

Leaving Town to Reds 

them is smoke from fires started by Communist shelllng. 
Laotians said Tuesda~ they controlled the entire ridge. 

Laotians to Pull Out of Hot Spot 
VIENTIANE, Laos (UPI) -

Government troops are pre­
paring to evacuate Muong Kasi, 
about 80 miles north ·of here on 
Highway 13, in the face of a de­
t er m i n e d Communist thrust 
from the north, Defense Min­
istry sources said Tuesday. 

They said two artillery pieces 
were withdrawn from the · de• 
populated town to a new fire­
base further south. They said 
government trnops plan to form 
a defense line about three miles 
south of Muong Kasi, leaving 
bunker positions in the town 

manned to slow down any at• 
tack. 

Muong Kasi has been threat­
ened since last F1·iday, when 
North Vietnamese and pro-Path­
et Lao troops took the important 
road junction of Sala Phou 
Khoun 18 miles to the north. 
They thus cut all road travel on 
Highway 13 between Vientiane 
and the royal capital of Luang 
Prabang, 40 miles north of the 
junction. 

The Communists have been 
moving tanks, men and materiel 
into the Sala Phou Khoun area 

• along Highway 7 from the .Plain 

• 4 Plane$ Believed . Hit 
By Red Chinese in Laos 
VIENTIANE, Laos (AP) - The Chinese are building a 

Red Chinese antiaircraft guns road in territory in the north­
are believed to have hit four west held by the pro-Commu­
U .S. planes sea1-ching for three nist Pathet Lao, and heavily de­
Americans missing in north- fend it with antiaircraft guns. 
western Laos, an Air America • The spokesman said none of 
spokesman said Wednesday. the fou1· planes hit was shot 

In the most rec.ent ·incident down, a_dding: "'Y{.e ai-e a!mo~t 
last Saturday, James Rhyne, sure Ch_mese antiaircraft fire 1s 
chief pilot of Air America in responsible.,. 
Laos, was wounded seriously Because of the threat, an air 
by an 85mm shell that struck conidor seven miles . wide on 
his small Volpar plane. each side of the road was de-

Rhyne was dropping leaflets clared off _limits to U.S. pilots. 
offering rewards to Laotian vii~ Rhyne's plane was hit 12 
lagers for return of the three miles from the road, and the 
Americans, missing since their corridor therefore has been 
Cl23 transport plane vanished widened to 24· miles, the spokes-
Dec. 27. man reported. 

of Jars to the east, despite 
bombing by Laotian planes. 

S u n d a y night, Communist 
troops overran government high 
g r o u n d positions overlooking 
Highway 13 north of Muong 
K~si, and since then have been 
shelling and harassing it and 
other government positions in 
the area. Laotian Air Force 
AC47 gunships bombed the Com­
munist position Monday night 
and Tuesday. 

U.S. sources said government 
reinfo1·cements have been sent 
to the Muong Kasi area. 

Meanwhile, government mili-

tary sources said Laotian force 
now fully control Skyline Ridge 
which overlooks and is consid­
ered vital to the defense of Long 
Cheng. 

The sources said government 
forces Monday reoccupied two 
position called Charlie Tango 
and Charlie Delta, which serve 
as helicopter landing zon on 
the ea tern end of the ridge. 

The Laotian oldiers walked 
into the positions without resis­
tance after enemy fire ubsided 
the sources said. 

"At the moment, Long Cheng 
is clearly out of danger but the 
enemy i till in the area an 
American ources said. 

But both Laotian and Ameri­
can sources said a few enemy 
mortar rounds continu to fall 
on Skyline Ridge, which is adja 
cent to Long Cheng, the nortlr­
central Laotian base where the 
U.S. Central Intelligence Ag nc 
trained, advised, supported and 
paid Meo irregulars. 

The Americans moved most of 
their operations from the be e 
when it came under intensive 
Communist pressure after the 
North Vietnamese overran the 
nearby Plain of Jars in mid-De• 
cember. 

Monday night there were 
small clashes and mortar at­
tacks at Sam Thong, seven 
miles northwest of Long Cheng, 
but there was no significant 
damage, Laotian sources aid. 
Some of the rounds hit Fire 
Ba e Thunder, two mile south­
east of Sam Thong. 

j 



he Fight for Long Cheng 

Awful Price of a Prize No One Can Afford 
with Ameri an help, can hold 
Lon Chen , th CIA rol - her 
already has changed. 

arriv role of the CIA at Lao for th fir t tim when 
North Vietnam es · for s over­
ran th nea ·by Plain of Jar in 
mid-Dec mb r. 

LONG CHENG, Lao (UPl)­
Despite all th blood Laotian 

ver again be able to operat 
here in quite the same war it 
ha~ for the past decade. 

Lon changed. 
Sop t quipment. in-

nd North Vietnamese forces 
Jlave spilled at this once-secret 
ba e, neither ide may b willing 
to pay the additional cost of 
occupancy. 

Although heavy fighting con­
tinues in and around the ba e, 
U.S. official already ar down­
gradin its military importanc . 

Th CIA agents here had be­
come used to operating un­
fettered by th scrutiny of the 
pre , but on Wedne day news­
men were admitt d and given 
fre access to the ba e for the 
first time in it 10-year hist0r . 

cludin to hie machines, 
l • a n removed to 

the I ecause of int nse 
nem ur on Long Cheng. 
Buil u d by the Am ri-

And despite the hug sums of 
money the United States ha 
poured into Long Cheng, it i 
doubtful if the U.S. Central 
Intelligence Ag ncy (CIA) will 

' You guys ar trying to make 
thi · another Dien Bien Phu,'' 
a U.S. official grumbled recent­
ly to journali ts. 

·ans here were among tho 
mo t h avily damaged b hell-

Wheth r or not Laotian forces. But by th tim the newsm n 
ing • 130 n m enemy 
art introdu ed into 

Laotian troop cover their ears with their 
hands as thev fire a mortar at Communist posi-

tions outside the beleaguered ·beadquarters base· of 
Gen. Van Pao at Long Cheng. (AP) 

Commu'1ist Shells Pound 
Long Cheng; Situation 'Grim' 

VIENTIANE, Laos (UPI) - H • d • h • • Th militar base of Long ians h=~e b~~: t an 30,:0~ £1v1l- out of action by Communist gun-
Cheng, 105 mile north of here the town • evacua e rom ners - and . the def nd rs were 
has b en under heav su tain ci Lon Ch . . . dep ndent on air drops and heli-
Communi t artill ry fir ince u r ·IT.la b:n: ~ th ~~~or pr~o copters for supplies. The re. 
Friday, military sourc aid of Jars wh· hs u O 

: am turned offic r said the situation 
Sunday. Th Y aid a r und as- •th C ' i_c was reta en by was "grim." 
sault w~~ expected. Mil~:~uniSts two we~ks ago. ?,'h~ shell~ng of Long Ch ng 

A military officer who re- though tfi . sou1 ces said that comc1d d with Sunday' election 
kl~d d Sunday from Long Chen major gr~~nae!ttanci 1;~01:!s of Afor 60 memb rs of the National 
81 at l~ast 500 round of p ared th t th . . . e 1 1 ~p- s _s e m b 1 Y • The government 

130mm. artill ~Y fire hav hit the t nded to ~oft~ a1tilt~1yd fa m- clau:ns the recent Communist of­
tow,:i smce Friday. A M o radio and a ground up lt e e e~~es fens1ve, during which .both the 
s.tation was knocked out, a a o- min nt ,, ass au was m1- Plain of Jars and the Bolovens 
hne dep~t blown up, s v ral bar- Gove~·nment troo . . Plateau in th~ south were taken, 
bac\ hit, knd a T28 fighter- ported to be in welfor~ii~d {!i waJ lartly mtended to haras 

om t par d on th airfield positions round th tow d 1_1. an ~roper th elections. 
wa amag d. Ii ld - the 1 tt . I~ adn an- ~a_tional Election Committee 

-~--=------------_:--=--=a=e:_1 ~a=Ie:a::'.y~p=ut offlc~als said Sunday the Com­munist Pathet Lao tri d to dis• 
rupt the 1 ctions by shelling 
and looting polling booth . Th 
Pathet Lao called for a boycott 
of the el~ction , on th grounds 
they are Ille al under the term 
,of the Geneva Treaty . 

. Re ult of the election are due 
to b~ declared Tuesday. Most 
candidates are backer of the 

oyernm nt of Prime Mini ter 
Prmce ouyanna Phouma, and 
~o chan m overnment policy 
1 • p cted. 

Prince Sisouk Na Champa -
s· ck, defense mini e • aid at 
Lon Cheng Wedn sd· • that th 
main objective of the North 
Vi tnam e fore here i to 
d tro th gov rnment troop , 
of Gen. Vang Pao, the com•• 
mander of Military Region Two 
and consider d the most effec­
tive fighting general th overn­
ment has. 

'The North Vietname e ar ' 
fi htin • at Long Ch ng b cau 
this i wh re they can enga 
Van Pao' fore s, who al o are 
th be t th governm nt h s. 

U.S. official acknowledg the 
North Vietname could ov rrun 
Long Chen if th wanted to 
pay th price, but it is doubtful 
that the Communi t would find 
it to their adv nt 0 e to occupy 
it p rmanently. The ba e and 
th town lie in a vall y that 
would be an inviting targ t for 
American air strikes. 

The North Vi tname e already 
have achieved ome of their ob­
j ctives at Long Cheng. 

An estimated 30 000 p r on , 
famili of the government ol­
dier . and others, have be n 
fore d to fl e outhward. 

Americans no longer pend th 
night at Long Cheng but fly 
in by h licopter after dawn and 
out before unset becau of th 
heavy enemy sh Hin . 

Th overnm nt force and 
the Am ricans ar not using the 
Long Ch ng air trip now be­
caus it is within ea y rang 
of North Vi tname 82mm 
mortar dug in on high ground. 

Until arly thi we k th gov­
ernm nt fore had all th y 
could do to maintain a foothold 
at Long Cheng. 

The North Vi tnam hav 
s rv d notice that the ba 
probably cannot a ain be u ed 
with impunity by the CIA to 
train, advise, pay and upport 
th M o irregulars. 

Sisouk believ it i in his 
counti·y's interest to hold fa t 
at Long Ch ng. 

H said that the fall of Lon 
Cheng would pav the way for 
North Vietnames infiltration 
into Vientiane, 80 mil s to the 
south. 

The A:i;n ricans, however, d 
not plan to help the Laotians 
hold Long Cheng at any cost. 

Vang Pao may be able to hold 
Long Cheng, but th re is little 
doubt that the us fuln ss of the 
bas - and th Am rican role 
th re - ha been sharply re­
duced by the increasing force 
of Communist arms. 



Pilot Rescued in Laos Set Speed Record-on Foot 
VIENTIANE, Laos (AP) - An Air America pilot 

whose plane was destroyed on the ground by enemy 
mortar fire Thursday outraced his North Vietnamese 
pursuers for two miles in the jungles of northern Laos 
before being plucked to safety by a helicopter. 

Suffering only a scratched arm, James Wallace 
Russell, 49, Odessa, -Tex., described his ordeal a few 
hours after the rescue. His wife and three children 
slept in an upstairs bedroom of his Vientiane apartment 
as he spoke. 

Lanky, mustachioed Russell affects the laconic man­
ner and suede boots of the soldier-of-fortune types who 
earn a hazardous living flying for Air America, a 
private charter firm often called the "CIA Airline," 
in Laos. 

He's been with Air America for seven years. By 
his own account, he had a World War II career in 
which he piloted B24 Liberators, won the Silver ·star 
and two Distinguished Flying Crosses, was wounded 
once and sank a Japanese ship off the Borneo coast. 

"But I never had to run around on the ground try­
ing to save my life," he said. 
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Russell's ordeal began when he was assigned to fly 
a customer known as Swamp Rat and five associates 
to a location called Site 113. 

The plane he flies is a Porter, a Swiss-built aircraft 
with a powerful engine designed for extremely short 
take offs from mountain airstrips. 

The pilots of the fragile-looking, seven-seat Porters 
do some of the most dangerous flying of all in Laos and 
Vietnam, and earn up to $45,000 a year. 

"It was a classified operation and I didn't know any 
of the passengers," Russell related. "All I can say is 
that I was the only American in the plane." . 

He said that after some passengers were let off and 
others got aboard at an airstrip about 125 miles north 
of Vientiane, he was ordered to look for a landing site 
near Ban Tha Si, about 100 miles northeast of the capi­
tal. 

"Swamp Rat told me they were looking for a place 
to load refugees," he said. "I should have known right 
then that it was going to be bad." 

Swamp Rat checked with a ground controller by 
radio and was told it was safe to go in. Russell landed, 
taxied to one end of the tiny strip and shut down the 
turboprop engine. 

''There I'm sitting, filling out the log and the prop 
is !]myinding~and I knew it. wa~ a. strap," he said. 

Electronic Gear Moved Out 

"As soon as the prop stopped, the first round hit. 
It blew boles in the airplane. They were waiting for 
us." 

Russell said that as he jumped out, another round 
landed between hlm and Swamp Rat. The concussion 
knocked them both down and caused Russell to cut 
his arm. 

"They put a hundred rounds down there before you 
could blink,'' he continued. 

He considered getting into a hole and waiting Jr a 
rescue helicopter, but ''then I saw these gtl s con ing 
down off the mountain. They were swa • g arc und 
like ants. 

"I said, 'Who's that, Swamp Rat?' and he said, The 
enemy.' 

"We starting running and they started shoo ing. 
We ran around in the bamboo and jung; •? for 1½ 
hours. Two indigenous types hung back with ,.heir 16s 
and tried to hold them off, but they were J eal c )Se. 
I could hear them thrashing around in thu bush out 
there, looking for me." 

Finally, an Air America rescue helicopt ,r rea hed 
the scene and hoisted Russell out of a s I all j gle 
clearing. A second helicopter rescued Swa 1> Rat and 
his five mysterious companions. 

.. 'I've never ·been so · glad in my life," R ~sell id. 

CIA Girds for Attack on Laos Guerrilla B 
VIENTIANE; Laos (AP) -

The Central Intelligence Agency 
(CIA) has evacuated its sophis­
t i c a t e d electronic equipment 
from the guerrilla base of Long 
Cheng in northern Laos as North 
Vietnamese forces poise for a 
major attack, informed sources 
said Friday. 

The equipment - mostly com­
munications gear - was moved 
to positions closer to Vientiane, 
the sources said. 

Americans based at Long 
Cheng have been ordered to 
spend the- nights in Vientiane 

and commute daily to the guer­
rilla base, the sources added. 

Long Cheng, 78 miles north­
east of Vientiane, has been 
threatened with attack since the 
North Vietnamese overran the 
nearby Plain of Jars 10 days 
ago. 

General Vang Pao, Meo tribal 
commander of Laos' second mil­
itary region, has established a 
new defense line about halfway 
across the 20-mile distance be­
tween Long Cheng and the Plain 
of Jars, military SODl'CeS said. 

Adva11ee North VIP.toamese 
◄ It; 

elements either ·penetrated or 
skirted the line Wednesday when 
they captured Muong Phoun, 13 
miles southwest of Long Cheng, 
the sources said. 

The North Vietnamese have 
committed 15,000 to 20,000 troops 
to their dry season offensive in 
northern Laos, military sources 
said. But because of the rugged 
terrain and lack of civilian popu­
lation southwest of the Plain of 
Jars, many troops advancing to­
ward Long Cheng are tied up 
hauling supplies, the sources 
added. 

J 

Nevertheless, the Communists 
outnumber Long Cheng's de­
fenders by about two to one. • 

Laotian military· men return­
ing to Vientiane from the north­
ern Laos fighting said Friday 
the morale of Thai · troops has 
been seriously affected by the 
heavy losses they suffered on 
the Plain of Jars. 

Of 500 Thai defenders at Phou 
Keng on the northwestern edge 
of the plain, only 18 managed to 
escape when their fire base 
came under attack Dec. 18, 
these sources said. Others -

dead and wounded - w 
behind. 

The 206th battalion, o 
in mountains near Phou 
fared only slightly bett 
sources said. Of 270 tr 
fled to Long Cheng. The 
were either killed or ca 
the sources said. 

The sources claimed 
has been further eroded 
lays in rec~iving pay. 
the Thai and Laotian 
northern Laos have 
paid for three mon 
sources declared. 



Allies Regain High Ground 

See Turn in Long Cheng· Battle-
By LEON DANIEL 

LONG CHENG, Laos (UPl)-Acting De­
fense Minister Prince Sisouk Na Champas­
sack flew to Long Cheng Wednesday· and 
expressed optimism over the improved gov­
ernment stand at the embattled base. 

"The situation is much better now," 
said Sisouk who said two weeks ago ~at 
he did not know if government troops bemg 
besieged by North Vietnamese co~ld . hold 
on to the base 150 miles north of Vientiane. 

Government troops had dislodged the 
Reds from much of the five-mile ridge over­
looking the base, headquarters of Meo 
tribesmen irregulars trained, advised and 
paid by the U.S. Central Intelligence 
Agency (CIA). 

M&j. Chanh, who led _four battalions i1:) an 
assault on the North Vietnamese guerrillas 
on the ridge Sunday, told newsi,ien admitted 
to the battle scene for the first time in 10 
years, that there had been hand-to-hand 
fighting. 

Government fo~d forces Wednesday 
were in an eyeball-to-eyeball confronta­
tion with North Vietnamese who had 
threatened and attacked the base since 
capturing the strategic Plain of Jars. 

Sisouk said, "we are still meeting heavy 
resistance on the sky line (ridge)". 

However Gen. Vang • Pao, Meo com- It was the first time in 10 years U.S. 
mander, expressed optimism the base and military authorities allowed newsmen _into 
the town of Long Cheng would be completely Long Cheng. Fourteen newsmen were given 
secured within a few days. free acc.ess to the battered base and to 

American planes were attacking Reds • charter an Air American plane to Ban Son, 
ctowded out on aboqt one-fourth of the a base southwest of Long Cheng, from 
five-mile ridge. Rifle fire crackled as where they flew by chopper wherever they 
soldiers moved through heavily damaged wanted to go. 
buildings in the town of Long Cheng. Gov- The newsmen chose to go to Vang 
ernment units were carrying out mopping Paos 's command post, the town of Long 
uP operations in the town against North Cheng, the base and forward positions on 
Vietnamese infiltrators. the skyline ridge. 

Maj. Chanh was hit by a pea-sized American officials said the decision to 
shrapnel as he told newsmen near his open Long Cheng to newsmen was made by 
command bunker that his forces had suf- Ambassador G. McMurtrie Godley, but 
fered "very many" casualties since Sun- some newsmen believed the decision might 
day. His wound was bandaged. He la~er have been made ·in Washington. 
told newsmen his base had suffered 28 kill- Part of the Long Cheng base used by 
ed and 69 wounded at "Charlie Whisky," a the CIA appeared to be the heaviest dam­
high grounu. from where • he directed the aged, with some buildings leveled. The air­
assault. strip still . could not be used, and officials 

Vang Pao said the Reds had lost about would not risk losing million-dollai- planes 
8,000 men in and around Long Cheng. But in using it. 
in the past three weeks government troops Vang Pao also disclosed that three Thai 
had suffered heavy losses when the Com- battalions -were fighting alongside his Meo 
munist poured more than 6,000 rounds of forces. The Thai government has never ad-
130mm artillery, he added. • d h • t r· ht· · L 

However, Vang Pao said his forces had mitte avmg roops ig mg m aos. 
destroyed many of the 130mm guns the The Meo commander, refused to disclose 
Communists introduced when they overran the strength of his forces but estimated 
the Plain of Jars. _ _ c.c~--....... • ~-:.!:'-=...-.-...-.. ... -... ---------~ 

Laos Units Gain 
In Heavy Fighting 

VIENTIANE, Laos (UPI) -
• Government troops have made 
further advances against North 
Vietnamese troops in heavy 
fighting along Skyline Ridge two 
kilometers north of Long Cheng, 
military sources said Sunday. 

They said the Communists 
sustained heavy casualties from 
U.S. and Laotian bombing, and 
that North Vietnamese shelling 
of the base 15G· miles north of 
here had slackened off. 

About three battalions of Lao­
tian troops and Thai volunteers 
pushed out of Long Cheng two 
days ago and pushed the North 
Vietnamese off the center of the 
ridge. . . 

The military sources said Sun­
day the government troops were 
pushing their way east along the 

ridge, with the North Vietnam­
ese withdrawing slowly in heavy 
fighting. 

The sources said the North 
Vietnamese had lost the in­
itiative in the area because of 
heavy casualties from the air at­
tacks, and they said prospects 
for Long Cheng to 1·emain in 
government hands were improv­
ing. 

They said North Vietnamese 
mortars, which had been shell­
ing Long Cheng for three weeks, 
fell silent Saturday. There still 
was some artillery fire, hut less 
than in recent days. 

Long Cheng, major U.S. Cen­
tral Intelligence Agency (CIA) 
base in north-central Laos and 
headquarters of the CIA-fi­
nanced Meo guerrillas, has been 
virtually surrounded in the past 
few weeks following North Viet­
namese capture of the Plain of 
Jars to the north. 

The military soui·ces said the 
Communists could have taken 
Long Cheng ·if they had mounted 
an all-out assault four or five 
days ago. The few days made all 
the difference, they said, giving 
the government time to airlift 
four battalions of Lao troops and 
Thai volunteers into the military 
complex. 

~ The sources said government I m o b i 1 e units • conducted a ,1 "search and kill" operation in­
' side the complex Saturday, and 
,q • killed 12 North Vietnamese com-

GENERAL Vang Pao, commander 
of Laotian forces at the Long Cheng 
secret base in Laos, calls in air strikes 
on suspected communist positions 
from his Long Qheng command post. 
- UPI radiophoto 

~ mandos near the airfield run­
way. They said government 
troops still are hunting down an 
estimated 150 North Vietnamese 
who infiltrated into Long Cheng 
Valley. Some have been killed, 
but no casualty figures have 
been given for the fighting 
around Long Cheng. 

The Long Cheng airfield still 
is reported unfit for fixed-wing 
aircraft, and reinforcements and 
supplies are going in by helicop­
ter and air drops. 



Grenades Jolt N. Viet Embassy in Laos 
VIENTIANE, Laos (UPI) -

. Two grenade explosions rocked 
the North Vietnamese Embassy 
compound Sunday evening, in­
juring no one but damaging the 
• embassy windows, police report­
ed. 

The metropolitan police depu­
ty commander said the ex­
plosion was heard about 7: 30 
p.m., at a time when Prime 
Minister Prince Souvanna 
Phouma was attending a recep­
tion at the South Vietnamese 
Embassy. The reception was in 
honor of the Saigon Education 
Minister, Ngo Khac Tinh, who 

came here for the Southeast 
As i a Educational Ministers 
Council, scheduled to open Mon-
day. • 

After the explosion, Russian 
and Chinese Communist Embas­
sy officials rushed to the North 
Vietnamese Embassy to make 
inquiries, but left 20 minutes lat­
er. 

Police and military security 
officials said two Communist­
made grenades, presumably of 
North Vietnamese origin, ex­
ploded about 30 feet from the 
embassy building and shrapnel 

hit the embassy facade. The gre­
nades apparently were thrown 
from inside the embassy com­
pound. 

Political observers here said 
the North Vietnamese might be 
trying to divert attention from 
thefr recent successful military 
drive in Laos. 

Nguy en Vanh Thanh, the first 
secretary of the North Vietnam­
ese Embassy, said he would 
lodge a strong protest with the 
Laos government. He also main­
tained that the police story that 
the explosives were tossed from 

inside the compound was "ab­
s u r d . ' ' The grenades were 
thrown from outside, he said He 
said he had asked for police pro­
tection. 

This is the third time since 
1968 the North Vietnamese Em­
bassy has been attacked with 
grenades. 

The Laos government closed 
its embassy in Hanoi two years 
ago but did not break off diplo­
matic relations with the North 
Vietnamese government. The 
North Vietnamese maintain a 
20-member staff in their embas­
sy here. 

Long Cheng · Called 
Key to Vientiane GEN OUANE 

ELECTED 

p 

s 

Laos 
1

·Set for 
Election . VIENTIANE . (UPI) - Acting Defense Ministel' 

S1souk Na Champassak said Thursday the fall of Long 
Cheng would pave the way for Communist infiltration 
into this administrative capital. 
. "~ don't know if we can hold it," Sisouk said in an 
mterv1ew. 

Long Cheng is a super-secret base operated by the 
American Central · Intelligence 
Agency (CIA) just southwest of 
the Plain of Jars. The plain was 
overrun in mid-December and is 
now under almost comlpete con­
trol of North Vietnamese forces. 
It is defended by the Meo forces 
of Gen. Vang Pao, supported by 
regular Laotian Army troops 
and Thai soldiers. 

Sisouk said 80 rounds of 
130mm artillery fire crashed 
into Long Cheng shortly before 
he visited the base Wednesday. 
He said the new artillery in­
troduced by the North Vietnam­
ese during the campaign for the 
plain could cause the loss of 

leaders. If Long Cheng is cap­
tured, the way will be open for 
the Communists to infiltrate all 
the way to Vientiane," he said. 

Sisouk acknowledged that the 
government has contingency 
plans to abandon Long Cheng if 
·it is necessary, but he said "we 
have to hold it." 

He estimated that 32,000 North 
Vietnamese. troops comprising 
three full divisions were oper­
ating in the Long Cheng area. 

Long Cheng. . • 
Sisouk said the 130mm guns • 

have a range of 16 miles and • 

He said the big guns are mov­
ing on tracked vehicles around 
the s~>uthern edge of the plain, 
12 miles from Long Cheng and 
within easy ra_nge of the base. 

General ouane Rathikone, 
retired Supreme command­
er of the Armed Forces of 
r..aos, has been elected fu the 
LaOtian National Assembly, 
according to an authoritative 
report from Laos. 

A news agency report pre­
viously published that Gen 
ouane had lost in the election 
was inaccurate. 

government forces are having 
1extreme difficulty in coping with 
them.-

the capture of Long Cheng 
would be a psychological victory 
for the North Vietnamese, Si­
souk said. 

-Laos AID Chief 
"They want to destroy Gen. 

Vang Pao. He is one of our best 
-Admits CIA Cover 

WASHINGTON (UPI) -Cen­
tral Intelligence Agency (CIA) 
agents still operate in Laos 
unde_r the guise of American 
foreign aid officials, according 
to the head of the U.S. Agency 
for International Development 
(AID) in Laos. 

But he said no A]D funds are 
going for military purposes. 

Charles A. • Mann, AID 
mission director in Laos since 
1968, left for Vientiane Satur­
day after spending a week here 
in consultations. He said that 
AID supports the CIA in Laos 
"in a cost-sharing arrange­
ment." 

Mann noted that AID Admi­
nistrator John A. Hannah 
testified to the Senate Foreign 
Relations Committee two years 
ago that since 1962, AID had 

subsidized CIA activities in 
Laos and provided a cover for 
CIA agents there. 

After Sen. Edward M. Kenne­
dy, D-Mass., chairman of the 
Senate's Refugees subcommit­
tee, protested that AID funds 
were being misspent, Hannah 
informed him in a May, 1971, 
letter that "at the beginning of 
fiscal year 1972, all of the AID 
financing with which you have 
been concerned will be termin­
ated." 

When Mann was asked by 
reporters if CIA agents were 
still operating by using AID as 
a cover, he replied "Yes." He 
said "the very definition of 
'cover position' means that 
these persons would then 
identify themselves as AID 
personnel." 

VIENTIANE, Laos 
(UPl)-Govemment offici­
als said they expect more 
than 60 per cent of the 
8.64, 17 4 registered vot.effl 
out of a tot.al population of 
3 million will go to poDs 
Sunday to elect representatives 
for the 60-seat National Assem­
bly. 

The Communist Pathet Lao is 
boycotting the election claiming 
it to be "illegal" and c~ntrary to 
the spirit of the 1962 Geneya 
agreement which guarantees 
Laotian independence and neu­
trality. 

Officials said the recent com­
munist offensive that drove die 
government troops off the Pfaiit 
o f Jars and the Bolovens 
Plateau was aimed at obstru 
ing the elections. The jlova-..... 

t h ,n - • ._1 
men as rep~~te'"y Sl"~- ··""-........1 th~t ,.1 • . • • -u11Uuu\.-UU 

--~ ciec~~~-:;.; would be held. ae 
required by the constitutio 
gardless of Communist attae?ks. 

Government sources said 1n 
of the candidates support 
present government's policy. 
the pro-government candidates 
ob~ain a majority, as e~ ~ 
Prime Minister Prince Seu,.­
vanna Phouma probably will 
reshuffle his cabinet. 

Souvanna promised that Ute 
election would be free and hon­
est. An order was issued by the 
interior ministry to prohibit sell­
ing of liquor and beer during 
-electi~n time. 



SOUVANNA WARNS 
OF LAOS PERIL 

VIENTIANE, Saturday - As North Vietnamese forces cut road links from Vien­
tiane to the royal capital of Luang Prabang today, Laotian Prime Minister Prince 
Souvanna Phourra to~d a press conference that the Communists' dry season offen­
sive this year was serious enough to be a threat to his Government and the exis-
tence of Laos. 

Key road 
junction 
overrun 

But he warned ,he orth ing the last offe!ls!.ve in the 
Vie1namese not to press as Plain of Jars the Commlillists 
far as ~-he Mekong River, b•J- used m:>re modern weapons, 
~a.ise this would bl.'bg a vio- while w~ still have the old 
lent r " om SE "m~--~~-~·~r,' ," he said. • 

"I tn ey would react The Prime Minister deni-
violently as they did in 1961," ed reports that regular Thai 
the Pr~mier said. troops were fighting in La.Js, 

"I believe that this attack, but said there are many Thai 
more ad¥clnced tla1 those in 
past yea:.rs, is linkedwithPre­
s:kient ixon' s planned jour-
ney to Peking, and that it is 

volunteers of Laotian origin 
fighting side-by-sid,~with Lao 
troops. 

He said he was not in a po­
sition to halt the bombings, 
ai1d he had made this known 
several years ago to Mr Le 
Van Hien, N-irth Vietnamese :: 
ambassador in Laos. - AFP :: 

:: 
IIL 

VIE. TIA NE, Sat 
Communist troops last 
night overran the key road 
junction of Sala Phoukhoun, 
100 miles (160 km) north 
of here, cutting road com­
munications between Viff1-
tine and the royal capital 
of Luang Prabang, milita­
ry sources said todav. 

The military s~urces 
said orth Vietnamese and 
Pathet Lao troops overran 
the junction after heavy 
fighting. 

meant to show both the Ame­
ricans and the Chinese that 
Ha,:>i too is interested in a 
settlement oi the Indo-Chi­
nese problem", the Prince 
said. 

But, for the momt"l:'. t, it 
was the · Laotians who had to 
bear the brtmt of the war 
fot· the control of Vietnam, 
1h: added. 

Prince S:)11 V'.illna said 
there was no immediate mi­

Reds Split the Highway 
linking Capitals of Laos 

They said two govern­
ment artillery bases near 
the cross roads were de­
stroyed by 'orth \ iet­
namese artillery, and the 
Communists were in full 
control of about 30 square 
miles around Sala Phouk-
hmm. • 

The North Vietnamese 
last over ran the junction in 
1969. 

Heavy fighting was re­
ported on ~yline R:dge, 
just north of Long Cheng 
base. Laotian troops ho1d 
the western and central 
sections of the ridge, but 
have been unable to oust 
the North Vietnamese from 
the eastern edge. 

Military sources said 
the government troops had 
taken another hill position 
and were assaulting ano-
ther. - UPI ' 

li~ry threat to Vientiane, de-4 B~NSON; Laos (UPI) ~ Com- ~o~~unist troop units began in­
spite the •:!a .. Jture by the Nm.1;h murust forces in Laos struck filtrating adjacent to the high­
V5.~tna?1ese. of the strategic along_ ~ighway 13 Wednesday, way about 20 miles west of this 
road Junctnn at Sala Phou- severmg the road linking the American-operated airstrip 275 
khotm, and the heavy '"~om- royal capital of Luang Prabang miles southwest of the Plain of 
munist" pressure on the Long and Vientiane, the adminis- Jars. 
Ch~ng ·,ase. trative capital. North Vietnamese forces 

He reproached the North The attack along the north- gained full control of the plain 
Vietna~n1:: se for the -brutali- south highway began with a pre- on Dec. 20 and since then have 
ty of the attacks" launched da~n sapper attack Tuesday increased their pressure on 
in three regions of Laos in whicti deStroyed the key bridge Long Cheng, the secret base op-
the past month. at Nam Khen, a town about half- erated by the U.S. Central In--

The Premier told the press way between Vientiane and telligence Agency, 21 miles 
conference that it was total- Lu~qg Prabang. northeast of here. 
ly impossible for him to per- A government spokesman said Some of the secret cryptogra-
suade the Ame deans to ha1t-;:----:-=---=--====~===:--======-=====:----=-----___:_-=-.:~.=__ 
their bombing of the Ho . Chi 
Minh Trail. as Hanoi de­
manded. 

He said if peaceful me­
thods to solve the pro'!Jlem 
Jf Laos failed he still is hop-
ing to reach an understanding 
with the Pathet Lao - he will 
ask for mo·:·e US military as-
sistance. 

14W e want more US mili­
tary assistance because dur-

phic equipment of Long Cheng 
reportedly has been removed 
and the command post there has 
been split and removed. Part of 
th~ command group is now oper­
ating he:re and the rest is at a 
site about halfway between Ban­
son and Long Cheng. 
. ~he attack along • highway 13 
mdicate.d Communist intent to 
push west of the Plain of Jars 
the government spokesman said~ 

"They are after bigger game 
now.'' said an American source 
in Vientiane. 

This base and airstrip in the 
Banson valley was a beehive of 
act~vity Wednesday, with planes 
taking off throughout the day to 
resupply Long Cheng, which in , 
recent days has come under 1 
heavy artillery fire. 

American sources said they 
~id not .know how many casual­
ties the government had in los­
ing the Plain of Jars. 

'"Including wounded and miss­
ing in action, we think it was 
more than 500," an American 
source said in Vientiane. But 
Lao sources said the govern­
~ent may have lost 2,000 sol-
dier~. • 

The North Vietnamese threw 
an estimated 15,000 ·men into the 
campaign for the plain and since 
they won it, Long Cheng and its 
outpost have been under heavy 
artillery attack. 

- • 
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Situation 
Worsens 
In Laos 

Compiled From AP and UPI 

VIENTIANE, Laos 
North Vietnamese forces 
continuing their dry seaso~ 
of~ensive, s c o re d major 
~ams Monday and Tuesday 
m northern and southern 
Laos, informed sources said 
Tuesday. 

In the north, Laotian troops 
were · forced to evacuate Phou 
Cum, 25 miles north of the Plain 
of Jars, and Sam Thong, south­
west of the plain, while a North 
Vietnamese reconnaissance unit 
patrolled freely through the once 
secret base of Long Cheng the 
sources said. ' 

In the southern 'panhandle' 
part of the country, the Laotians 
suffered heavy casualties Tues­
day morning as they retreated 
from Ban Nhik, leaving the 
strategic Bolovens Plateau en­
tire 1 Y in North Vietnamese 
hands, the sources said. 

Field reports said Laotian and 
t r i b a l irregulars abandoned 
Phou Cum after an artillery and 
ground attack in which 50 North 
Vietnamese were killed. 

An estimated 3,000 to 4 000 ci­
vilians, mostly military depend­
ents, started Monday a 50-mile 
trek thrpugh enemy-controlled 
mountains to the nearest gov­
ernment territory. Three civil­
ians were reported killed and 
(Continued on Back Page, Col. 5) 

Thursday, Jan. 13, 1972 

Laos--
(Continued From Page l) 

one soldier wounded in the at­
tack. 

The loss of Phou Cum leaves 
Bouam Long, 15 miles to the 
southeast, as the only govern­
ment outpost north of the Plain 
of Jars. 

Sam Thong - once a major 
-refugee center ~ was aban­
doned Monday afternoon after a 
heavy barrage of 130mm artil­
lery, sources said. Thai troops 
continued to hold the fire base 
code named Thunder two miles 
to the east, the sources added. 

Military sources said the fact 
that Sam Thong was attacked 
from the west indicated the 
North Vietnamese were trying 
to encircle Long Cheng six 
miles to the southwest. ' 

About 6,000 regular and ir­
regular troops are trying to de­
fend Long Cheng from surround­
ing high ground where their 
lines crisscross enemy lines, the 
sources said. In this tactical 
confusion, -small North Vietnam­
ese units have been able to walk 
unmolested through the deserted 
town of Long Cheng, the sources 
said. 

The sources added they could 
not explain why government 
troops that sighted North Viet­
namese soldiers in Long Cheng 
Monday did not engage them. 

Semiofficial sources said Long 
Cheng technically has not fallen 
to the enemy but is no longer 
serving its original functions. · 

The headquarters of Laos Mil­
itary Region Two has been 
moved to Ban Son, 20 miles to 
the southwest, while the U.S. 
Central Intelligence Agency has 
moved its clandestine operations 
to a new, undisclosed location. 

Government forces abandoned 
Ban Nhik Monday night after 
heavy fighting at close quarters 
and pulled back several miles to 
the west toward Pakse, the main 
commercial town in southern 
Laos. 

The Laotian units suffered 
what was described as heavy 
casualties in the fighting at Ban 
Nhik, an important position just 
18 miles from Pakse, which is on 
the Mekong River and about 24 
miles from the Thai border. 

The abandonment of Ban Nhik 
came after four days of North 
Vietnamese assaults, which in­
cluded more than 1,000 rounds of 
rocket and mortar fire. 

A military source said the 
fighting there prior to the pull­
out was "bloody and at close 
quarters.'' 

A government source said 
there were about 200 govern­
ment casualties, including both 
dead and wounded, in the fight­
ing Monday. 

Enemy casualties were esti­
mated at twice that number. 
Most of the enemy casualties 
were caused by bombing. 

Laos Seen Yielding 
Town Near Pakse 

VIENTIANE (UPI)-Government military sources 
said Monday night that Laotian troops are preparing to 
abandon Ban Nhik, a key government position just 18 

• miles east of Pakse, the main commetcial town in south­
ern Laos. 

Ban Nhik has been under increasing pressure from 
North Vietnamese troops since they overran the Bolovem,­
Plateau town of Paksong two 
weeks ago. 

Ban Nhik's fortified positions 
have been under heavy mortar, 
rocket and artillery attack since 
three battalions of Communist 
ground troops stormed govern­
ment positions at Ban Nhik Fri­
day. 

So.viet-made tanks also have 
been used. 

G o v e r n m e n t sources said 
about 1,000 Laotian soldiers 
have been surrounded at Ban 
Nhik since Sunday night. They 
came under a heavy six-hour 

bombardment Monday mo 
Heavy casualties resul 

A Laotian UHM 1;.e 
carrying wounded soldie 
Ban Nhik was shot down -
day, the sources said 

Sources said the go 
troops plan to fall bac 
er defense line on Ro 
village called Nan La 
only 11 miles from Paks 

Acting Defense 
sou k Na Champsac 
recently he did not 
North Vietnamese 
tempt to capture P 
it might bring Th • 
is across the border j 
Pakse, into the figb't. 

Sisouk said it was 
that the Communists 
ing to get into positi 
Pakse. He said they 
their long-range • 
rocket fire to harass 
moralize the people • 
and to stop the gove 
using its air base • 

In the north of 
Vietnamese forces 
shell Long Chen 
Th o n g , its sup 
which has 105mm 
artillery. 



U.S. Families 
Evacuated From 
Imperiled Pakse . 

VIENTIANE, Laos (AP) -
The U.S. Embassy announced 
that more than 70 American 
women and children were evac­
uated from the southern Laos 
town of Pakse in the wake of 
fighting which virtually pushed 
government troops off the Bolo­
vens Plateau. 

North Vietnamese forces push­
ed Friday night to within about 
20 miles of Pakse, southern 
Laos' most important city, 
sources said. 

ment task force retreated ten 
miles to the west, leaving the 
Communists, in virtually com­
plete control of the strategic 
Bolovens Plateau, the sources 
said. 

Meanwhile, North Vietnamese 
forces are keeping up their pres­
sure on the Long Cheng base in 
northern Laos despite heavy 
American bombing, informed 
sources said Sunday. . 

Red-Held 
Junction 
Bolstered 

VIENTIANE, Laos 
(UPI) - Communist forces 
have started moving tanks 
and trucks along Highway 
7 from the Plain of Jars 
to the key road junction 
of Sala Phou Khoun 100 
miles north of here, mili-

. tary sources said Sunday. 

A U.S. Embassy spokesman 
said there seemed to be "no im­
minent danger" to Pakse. Amer­
ican dependents were flown to 
Vientiane ''so American m e n 
can continue to work without 
worrying about the safety of 
their families," the spokesman 
added. 

"Fairly intense" artillery and 
mortar barrages hit Long Cheng 
Saturday evening and Sunday 
morning, the sources said. The 
shelling was lighter, however. 
than on the previous two days, 
the sources added. 

The North Vietnamese have 
adjusted their tactics to min­
imize the effects of air strikes, 
the sources said. 

The Notth Vietnamese and 
pro-Pathet Lao forces captured 
Sala Phou Khoun last Friday. 
cutting Highway 13, the only 
road between Vientiane and the 
royal capital of Luang Prabang, 

' 40 miles north of Sala Phou 
Khoun. 

About 50 Americans work for 
the U.S. government in Pakse. 

Several North Vietnamese bat­
talions supported by five Soviet-

C o m m u n i s t barrages are 
heaviest during the hours of 
daw_n and dusk when thP 1 

Meritorious Award to F. J. Bell 
Francis J. Bell, agronomy ad­

visor in the Laos Mission, was pre­
sented a Meritorious Honor Award 
last month "in recognition for out­
standing performance in bringing 
together the human and technical 
aspects of increased rice produc­
tion for the benefit of the Lao 
people." 

Mission Director Oharles A. 
Mann presented the award to Dr. 
Bell and cited him for his "sus­
tained e~cellence of performance 
and devotion to duty and to the 
people of Laos." 

Dr. Bell has lived and worked 
in Southeast .Arsia for nearly 20 
years. While a student at Cornell 
University, he studied plant breed­
ing with many Asian students, 
particularly Thais who have be­
come Ministers and Director Gen­
erals in the Thai Government and 
university officials. The relation­
ships formed at that time has en­
abled Dr. Bell to a;ssist his Lao 
counterparts in developing per­
sonal contacts. As a result, the 
exchange of research information 
and plant materials has been fa­
ciliated. Also, increasing numbers 
of Lao students are being admitted 
to Thai universities. 

Working closely with scientists 
at the International Rice Research 
Institute (IRRI) in the Philippines, 
Dr. Bell has been instrumental in 
sending six Lao agriculturalists to 
IRRI for a six-month training pro­
gram in modern rice technology. 
These officials have returned to 
teach others the same techniques 

FRANCIS J. BELL 

used at IRRI. Extension workers 
have been given brief courses thait 
they in turn pass on to a large 
number of farmers throughout 
Laos. 

Aecording to his superiors, "Dr. 
Bell has been the human eatalyst 
that has tied outside research in-
formation to the Lao farmer!." 

Dr. Bell, who joined the Foreign 
Operations Administration, an 
AID predecessor, in Bangkok i111 
195,5, has been in La:os since 
November 1967 and is scheduled 
for a third tour of duty there. Last 
year, he was detailed as a con­
sultant to the International Bank 
for Reconstruction and Develop­
ment for four months. 

Military sources said trucks 
have been spotted from the air 
moving men and materiel to the 
road junction from the Plain of 
Jars 40 miles to the east. The 
plain fell to the Communists 

~~urces also said several 
.iad been spotted on High­

and at least two trucks 
een seen moving • down 
1y 13 from Sala Phou . 
toward government posi­

.rrther south. 
said six trucks were de­

I and eight damaged by 
Lao Air Force T28 bomb­
turday and one tank was 
id out along Highway 7. 
military sources said gov-
1t troops were regrouped 
nd 10 miles southwest and 
Jf the road junction, along 
1y 13 leading to .Vientiane. 
sources said government 
lost at least 17 killed and 
than 50 wounded in the 
g Friday at Sala Phou 

They said the troops 
aw in the face of a heavy 
a r bombardment and 
. attack. 
sources said North Viet­
~ troops still were en­
~d on the eastern end of 
! Ridge, overlooking the 
5uerrilla . base at L<;mg 

south of Plain of Jars, 
: more than a week of 
fighting. 
said government troops, 

!gulars and Thai merce-
were making ''satisfac­

>rogress against the North 
mese position "Charlie 
," after cleaning out sev­
her positions in the center 
stern section of the ridge. 
ne Ridge overlooks the 
,f Long Cheng from less 

mile away. A full-scale 
,mist assault on the town 
,rfield would be difficult 
he ridge in government 

Outpost_ 
Falls 
In l..aos 

VIENTIANE (UPI) 
North Vietnamese troops 
have overrun a government 
outpost about 11 miles 
southeast of Long Cheng, 
militarv sources said Satur­
day. V 

Long Cheng, the headquarters 
of Grn. Van Pao's Meo tribal ir­
regulars, has been under heavy 
Communist bombardment for 
the past week, following Com­
munist takeover of the Plain of 
Jars to the no-rth. Capture of the 
outpost to the southeast means 
there are Communist troops vir­
tually on every side of the base, 
which has been limited to sup­
plies from the air for some time. 

Th€ sources said Communist 
130mm guns were continuing to 
shell Long Cheng. 

The sources said North · Viet­
namese troops also were build­
ing up their forces near Thakho, 
eight miles southeast of Long 
Cheng. 

Many of the 30,000 civilian ref­
ugees from Long Cheng were 
housed in Thakho, and now most 
of them and villagers from the 
area have been moved either by 
land to Vang Vieng, 25 miles to 
the south, or flown to Vientiane. 

Further south, sources said, a 
North Vietnamese battalion at­
tacked a government position 
Friday near Ban Nbik, 16 miles 
west of Paksong. They said Nor­
th Vietnamese mortars were 
bombarding Ban Nhik itself, 
which was surrounded by Com­
munist troops but still in govern­
ment hands. Paksong fell to the 
Communists last month. 

Government spokesmen said 
the pro-Communist Path et 
Lao have increased their harass­
ing and sabotage activities along 
Highway 13, which runs from 
the royal capital of Luang Pra­
bang in the north, throug~1 Vien­
tiane and to the far southern 
border with Cambodia, and 
thence to Saigon. 

They said the Pathet Lao am­
bushed two public works trucks 
on the Highway Friday about 
h a 1 f w a y between here and 
Luang Prabang, or about 60 
miles north of Vientiane. They 
said four passengers were killed 
and 11 wounded. 

6 Pacific Stars & Sti·ipes 
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Tale of 200 POWs in Laos Caves=;: 
VIENTIANE, Laos (AP) - Pathet Lao 

guerrillas told an Australian free-lance photo­
grapher as many as 200 American prisoners are 
living in caves and tunnels in northern Laos. 

John Everingham, who said he · was just 
released by the Pathet Lao after 29 days in 
captivity, said he had several conversations 
with his Cflptors about the fate of American 
pilots shot down and captured in Laos. 

"They told me that in Samneua Province the 

f4 Jet 
Downed 
In Laos · 

Compiled From AP 
and S&S Vietnam Bureau 

SAIGON-AU .S. fighter­
bomber was shot down over 
Laos Thursday afternoon, 
reportedly while flying 
bombing missions in sup­
port of Laotian troops south 
of the Plain of Jars, mili­
tary sources said. 

The U.S. command confirmed 
that an F4 Phantom was downed 
by enemy fire over Laos . and 
that both crewmen were rescued 
unhurt. It -said it could furnish 
no further details. 

It was the first U.S. aircraft 
reported shot down since Jan. 1 
but at least the 13th since the In­
dochina air war heated up in 
mid-December. 

Downing of the F4 came a day 
after another Phantom jet shot 
d own a North Vietnamese 
MIG21 which attacked a U.S. 
Navy reconnaissance plane 155 
miles south of Hanoi:-

Meanwhile, in South Vietnam, 
one crewman was wounded 
Wednesday afternoon when a 
U.S. Army AHl Cobra gunship 
helicopter crashed and was de­
stroyed 13 miles southeast of 
Hue, military spokesmen said 
Thursday. The helicopter w.as 
hit by Communist small arms 
fire wJ}ile conducting reconnais­
sance in the area. 

Four U.S. Air Force B52s 
bombed suspected Comtnunist 
troop locations and storage 
areas west of Kontum near the 
Cambodian border during the 24-
hour -period ending at noon 
Wednesday, spokesmen said. 

U.S. Air Force and Navy fight­
er-bombers assaulted Commu­
nist positions in 10 tactical air 
strikes in the 24-hour period end­
ing at 6 a.m. 

entire population lives underground because of 
inJense U.S. bomping," Everingham said. 

to a rice diet," the photographer said. 
Everingham was captured 17-miles south­

He added that a Pathet Lao officer told 
him most people. can come out to work in the 

east of the royal capital of Luan Prabang. 
He said during the first few days of his 

captivity the Pathet Lao assumed he was an ... 
American pilot or spy and sternly lectured him 
about bombing. But he said he was fed well and 

• fields when there are no planes around but the 
prisoners get only one hour of outdoor exercise 
a day. 

"They told me there is a bakery in Samneua 
to make bread especially for Amerjcan. prison­
ers because they realize Americans are not used 

not physically mistreated. 
Asked how many American prisoners they : : 

hold, Pathet Lao troops gave answers ranging • 
(Continued on Back Page, Col. 5) 

200POWs-
<Continued from Page 1) 

from 100 to 200, Everingham 
said. 

The Pathet Lao, unlike the 
North Vietnamese, have never 
released a list of prisoners. 

The U.S. Embassy in Vien­
tiane lists 263 Americans miss­
ing in Laos. 

"We have no idea where they 
are" U.S. consul Richard Rand 
said. "We think there is a good 
chance they have been moved 
to North Vietnam." F4 Zaps Mobile 

·· Missile Site in 
Laos Panhandle 

Everingham said the Patbet ~-=-=-=-===~ Lao told him all their prisoners 
are kept in Laos and are well 
cared for. 

SAIGON (UPI)-A U.S. Afr Force F4 P!iantom jet 
bomber Tuesday found and_ blasted a (?ommumst surface­
to-air missile (SAMl site m the L~otmn ~~andle ~h~t 
fired on another U.S. jet Monday m thE: first su~h mc1-
dent of the war, military spokesmen said. 

The launcher believed destroyed by the Tuesday 
raid turned out 'to be a mobile unit fir!ng from a 

' clearing in the Jungle around 
Tchepone, a central staging_ area 
for the Ho Chi Minh Trail, 20 
miles west of the Demilitarized 
Zone military sources said. 

This raised the possibility that 
American planes, including high­
ly vulnerable, slow-moving B52 
bombers, could run into increa_s­
ing missile fire ov_er the trail, 
military sources said. 

The Communists have never 
shot down..-or even hit in flig~t 
-one of the $8 .million strategic 
bombers. If they were able to 
bring one down it would be a 
major propagand~ coup and 
could interfere with the pro­
gram of heavy air raids . the 
United States mounts agamst 
the trail the sources said. 

The SAM 2 . missile site 
bombed Tuesday was believed 
to be a type that is moved 
around in three truck-towed 
vans including the launcher 
itself a radar unit and a power 
gene;ator, the sources said. . 

Most missiles fired from m­
side North Vietnam's southern 
panhandle also com~ from 
these mobile launch sites, the 
sources said. 



A cumbersome forklift proves no great challenge 
to this 105-pound Laotian girl, one of 29 girls who 

have successfully completed a special course given 
by the Laos Mission's Motor Transport Branch. 



Loot ian . Women 
Keep A/D's 
Wheels Turning 

The Motor Transport Branch of the Laos Mission is no 
longer a man's world. The answer to the manpower shortage 
has been found in womanpower. _ 

'With 515 trucks, 17 buses and 47 passenger vehicles to 
operate, maintain and repair, the Branch has had difficulty 
in keeping a sufficient number of mechanics and drivers in 
the face of military conscription and other priorities. 

When a new recruiting drive took place early in 1971, the 
Branch decided to open its ranks to women to maintain the 
desired level of trained drivers and mechanics. 

By mid-1971, 29 girls had graduated from the Motor Vehi­
cle Branch's program in which they also learned vehicle main­
tenance. Some of the participants were trained as forklift op­
erators. 

In a country where it is still uncommon to see a woman 
driving her own automobile, people are startled when they see 
these slender girls driving trucks and forklifts. 

Even more unusual, 14 girls have qualified as mechanics of 
various types,. On certain tedious and exacting work such as 
armature winding, they are even more reliable than the men. 

There are no special educational requirements for the 
trainee recruits,. They are given instruction in shop ·safety, 
theory and principles of engines and automotive repair. 
Besides practice in driving, they are instructed by the use of 
films, lectures, textual aids and materials provided by the 
National Safety Council. 

At first there was some skepticism that this experi­
ment in using women in motor transport and maintenance 
would work, but they are well accepted, not only by their 
passengers and supervisors, but also by their male co-workers. 

A welding trainee cuts brass on a lathe. Women are filling in the 
gaps left by a shortage of men in the Motor Transport Branch. 
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Thanom, Abrams • 
Ill 

GEN ABRAMS: 
Concern over 
Long Cheng. 

Laos tallis 
· GENERAL Creighton Abrams, US Military Cor,,rrander in 

Vietnam, has guietly_flown into Bangkok and held close consul­
tations with Field Marshal Thanom Kittikachorn, Chairman of 
the National Executive Counci I on possible measures to halt 
the deteriorating situation in Laos, an Informed source re-
ported yesterday. 

If the Laotian Government 
loses its base of Long Cheng 
the loss would have strategic 
and political implications for 
'Thailand as we 11 as Laos ,South 
Vietnam and Cambodia, the 
source said, 

United States air power ls 
considered necessary for the. 

destruction of the 130-mm 
howitzers shelling Long Cheng 
from the Plain of Jars which 
North Vietnamese forces had 
captured. 

The 130- mm artlllery 
wlth a range of 27 kilometres 
is superior to the 103-mmand 
the 160-mm guns with a range 
of 17 kilometres at the dis­
posal of the hilltribe defen­
ders. 

Measures to beat the com­
munist attackers were dis­
cussed. American Ambassa­
dor Leonard Unger was pre­
sent. 

Prince Souvanna Ibouma, 
the Prime Minister of Laos 
has expressed grave concern 
over the situation. 

The North Vietnamese for­
ces were making a deter­
mined attempt to seize Long 
Cheng for a military victory 
with great psychological im­
pact, the source said. 

with indigenous hilltribe ter­
rorists in attacks in 'Ibai­
land' s northern areas to keep t 
Thai government forces tied t 
down. f 

It is hoped 1hat the co­
chalrmen of the Geneva Con- \ 
ference, Britain and Russia 
will take urgent steps to re­
corwene the Geneva Confer­
ence to restore peace in 
Laos. 

The source said that all 
foreign troops should leave 
Laos and that the conflicting 
Laotian parties be allowed to 
negotiate a peaceful settle­
ment on their own. 

Thailand hopes for the es­
tablishment of a truly neutral 
Laos, the source said. 

Possession of Long Cheng 
will strengthen the hands of 
the Communists in negotiating 
a political settlement. 

Thailand had considered ' 
Laos a buffer state between 
itself and communist North 
Vietnam. The loss of Long 
Cheng to the Communists would 
mean loss of the buffer state, 
the source said. 

Meanwhile, communist 
troops from La~ have joined 



Reds move to isol ..... ---~ 

VIEN·- iA , : - : • =aa~ Yiir1ct:, a e:•"'-b 1.ated Phou 
mW1ist forces stepped up at- Vieng, sala.1,>houkmm's last 
tacks in Northern Laos dur- outpost, 17- kms-to the east. 
ing the last 24 hours and Defenders of Long Cheng 
today assaulted a government have abandoned one of its out­
position just 32 kilo.metres posts 10 kmsto the northeast, 
(20 miles) from Pakse in the it was also reported. 
South. Sissouk Na Charnpassak, 

In the North, commwiists the acting Defence Minister, 
have concentrated attacks on has said he does not know if 
the SalaphoukoWl jW1ction 60 LOng Cheng can be held. Se­
kilometres southeast ofLuang cret cryptographic equipment 
Prabang in efforts to isolate used by Americans alr~ 
the royal capital, while ma- has been removed from the 
intaining pressure on Long base. -AFP,UPI 
Cheng, military sources re-
ported. 

Further south, the North 
Vietnamese have continued 
their ground assault a long 
Route 23 with attacks at Ban 
Nhik, five miles from Pak­
song and where government 
troops regrouped after losing 
Paksong. 

American dependents have 
already been evacuated from 
Pakse, a commercial cen­
tre on the Mekong River about 
14 kilometres from the Thai 
border. 

TWO columns of North 
Vietnamese and Pathet Lao 
troops were reported to be 
converging on Salaphoukoun 
jwlction and Defence Ministry 
spokesman Gen Thongpanh 
Knocsky said its fall would 
isolate Luang Prabang. 

Hfghway 13 linking Vien­
tiane with Luang Prabangwas 
still severed today after Com-
mW1ists destroyed a key 
bridge earlier this week. 

'HUMAN WitVES' BELEAGUER 
LA.OTIAN DEFENDERS 

- VIENTIANE; Tues - Hea­
_vy fighting raged today at the 
big Laotian base at Long 
Cheng for the frurth straight 
day as Laotian forces recap­
tured one position on critical 
Sl<yline Ridge overlooking the 
embattled base, informed 
sources said. 

North Vietnamese t roops 
occupying two other positions 
in the centre of. Seyline Ridge 
contimed topoumLong Cheng 
Valley with heavy mortar bar-

rages, the sources said. bat, the soorces said. 
Ten North Vietnamese 

soldiers were killed In an 111-
successful attack on anctber 
hellcqjer pad abmt 4 1/4 
miles swtheast rl. Loag 
Cheng, the sourc_es added. 

American <ificials said 
they believed the North Viet­
namese, relying on frortal, 
•tmman wave• assaults 
against eJ:trenched defenlers, 
!have suffered serious losses 
but casualty figures were not 
available. Lq Cheig 78 miles 

Laotian irregulars yes- theast r1. V 
terday afternoon recaptured a '" sfflt!red the moat 
h•3licopter pad near the north• base in nortbem Laos. tJntl1 
west end cL SkylineRidgeaf- it was threatenedwffl\capture 
ter a full day cL close com- last December It was also 

headcJJarters rl. c1andeat1ne 
US Central ImelllgenceAgen­
ey (CIA) operations and a re­
fugee certre for some S0.000 

• displaced Meo tribesmen. It 
cortfmes to serve as head­
quarters for Meo General 
Va~ Pao's clanlestlnearmy. 
-AP 

A government column 
moving · out of Salaphoukowi 
yesterday was hit by a heavy 
mortar attack and forced to 
halt. 

Government forces, fal"?'='- ------·--------------·- ________ ,;__ _______ _ 
back before their oppone13 



See Limit 
In Laos 
Fighting 

WASHINGTON (AP) -
American authorities ac­
knowledge a serious milita­
ry situation exist.s in Laos 
as the result of the North 
Vietnamese army's dry­
season offensive. 

Laos Retakes Ridge Near 
Beefed Up Long Cheng 

But they say it is not ex­
pected to spill beyond the 
present combat area to threat­
en Vientiane, the adminis­
trative capital of Laos, or 
reach to the Mekong River 
frontier with Thafland. 

State Department spo~esman 
Charles W. Bray said fighting 
has been intense in the Long 
Cheng Valley, and the situation 
is unclear for a key base there 
of Gen. Vang Pau's Meo guer­
rillas. 

According to U.S. estimates, 
however, the North Vietnamese 
will not attempt to drive to the 
Mekong because it would re­
quire a greater commitment of 
North Vietnamese troops. 

There are an estimated 80,000 
North Vietnamese in the coun­
try now, with the largest num­
ber in the South where they are 
do min a ti n g the Bolovens 
Plateau and guarding the Ho 
Chi Minh Trail. 

According to intelligence re­
ports received here, the North 
Vietnamese have taken control 
of the fighting in Laos, and it 
has become an all-North Viet­
nam show. The Communist-led 
Pathet Lao forces who served 
as a veneer for the North Viet­
namese have been discarded, 
according to these reports. 

There have been a number of 

VIENTIANE (UPI) - Laotian 
reinforcements flown into Long 
Cheng last week have broken 
out of the beleaguered military 
complex and retaken the central 
"Skyline" ridge a mile and a 
quarter to the north, informed 
military sources said Saturday. 

They said fighting was contin­
uing, with government troops 
trying to push the North Viet-

Patbet T.an defectors _r.ecCI.U.LIL.- --------~ 
be<J 
cer 
No 
wi 
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namese .from the ridge further 
east. 

The sources ·said North Viet­
namese artillery and mortars 
were continuing to shell Long 
Cheng, the headquarters 150 
miles north of here of the Meo 
tribal guerrillas financed by the 
U.S. Central Intelligence Agen-
cy. • . 

The sources said Gen. Vang 

BULLETIN 

RED PLANES· 
BOMB LAOS 

VIENTIANE-Two North 
Vietnamese • a~rcraft have 
bombed and strafed the 
village of Bouamlong, about 
30 kilometres northeast of 
the Plain of Jars, Laotian 
military sources revealed here 
yesterday. 

They said that two So­
viet-built Antonov aircraft 
killed six people and injured 
10 in the attack three days 
ago. The so~ces said that 
after the bombing, which 
destroyed 70 houses, the air­
craft strafed the area with 
machine-guns. 

Pao, the Meo commander, flew 
into Long Cheng Saturday morn­
ing. A number of giant U.S. hell- • 
copters were seen flying from 
Vientiane Saturday, presumably 
to transport troops or supplies to 
Long Cheng. • 

The sources said fighting was 
continuing in the Long Cheng 
valley, infiltrated last week by 
North Vietnamese. But they said 
the chances of the government 
holding Long Cheng had vastly 
improved over the past 48 hours. 

Long Cheng has been virtually 
surrounded since the North Viet­
namese took the Plain of Jars to 
the north a few weeks ago. All 
supplies have had to be flown in. 

The sources said Long Cheng 
was reinforced several days ago 
by at least three battalions of 
Laa regulars and Thai volun-
teers. • 

They said four mixed Lao­
Thai lfattalions were committed 
to the battle for Skyline ridge. 
The North Vietnamese resisted 
strongly and fighting was fierce. 
There were no casualty figures 
available. 

Reliable sources said Satur­
day an Air America C123 trans­
port plane was hit by Red Chi­
nese anti-aircraft fire 190 miles 
northwest of Vientiane, where 
the Chinese are building an east­
west road network. 

The sources said the "kicker" 
- the crewmember who pushes 
out supplies from the chartered 
planes for government forces 
and irregulars - was hurt, but 
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The village of Ban Gnik, 33 kilometers east of Pakse along Route 23, was 
recaptured by government troops about ten days ago after being held by the North 
Vietnamese since cid-January. 
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Farther south, about 52 kilometers down the Mekong River from Pakse, 
communist troops attacked and ~ccupied the village of Soukhouma, for~ing a 
small local self-defense unit to withdraw. Other government units, including 
two companieas of former Pathet Lao soldiers who rallied to the government, 
were dispatched to the threatened area. 

Two villages in Laos were hit by heavy North Vietnamese rockets. Nine 
rockets impacted in the northeastern part of Seno, some 30 kilometers north­
east of Savannakhet in south central Laos, wounding six people. Other rockets 
fell on the village of Xiang Ngeun, ·about 15 kilometers south of the royal 
capital of Luang Prabang, wounding ~hree people and destroying four houses. · 

Small unit contacts continued in the vicinity of Long Tieng in north 
central Laos. Two big North Vietnamese field guns of Soviet production were 
reported destroyed by air strikes about 14 kilometers northeast of Loas .:.tf.-e~. 

00 
nd 
ly. 
;et 



LAOS (USINFO)--Heavy fighting continued Wednesday and Thursday for control of 
the important ridge overlooking the Lao defense base of Long Tieng in north 
central Laos. 

Lao military authorities describe the situation along the ridge as "fluid" 
with several hilltop positions changing hands sometimes twice a day. More 
precisely, they say, some positions are o·ccasionally abandoned by government 
forces because of intense North Vietnamese mortar and artillery fire, then 

1 are later reoccupied. 

North Vietnamese gunners also continued intermittent shelling of the Long 
Tieng valley, in particular the area of the base airstrip, which remains closed 
to fixed-wing aircraft. 

A few North Vietnamese tanks were sightec'h1bout ten kilometers northwest 
of Long Tieng. Occasional small unit skirmishes were reported to the east 

1 and southeast of the base. 

A government task force operating several kilometers to the northeast of 
the Plain of Jars reported encountering stiffening enemy resistance, with the 
North Vietnamese bringing tanks into action, 

Another government task force operating farther south also had a few 
contacts with North Vietnamese troops in an area about six kilometers northwest 
of Xieng Khouangville, east of the plain. 

In southern Laos, government troops engaged in a sweep operation on the 
Bolovens Plateau, reported a series of heavy clashes with North Vietnamese 
units. ----o"' --- va. •&a" .,..,.&. ____ _ 

~:· Captured Aussie Newsman 
Released by Pathet Lao 

VIENTIANE (AP) - An Aus­
tralian journalist arrived in 
Vientiane Thursday after spend­
ing 29 days in northern Laos as 
a captive of the Pathet Lao, 
wffo, he said, treated him well. 

John Everingham, 22, from 
Brisbane, Australia, said he was 
released unharmed after satis­
fying his captors that he was not 
an American . spy. 

Everingham was captured 
about 17 miles southeast of the 

1 royal capital of Luang Prabang 
after he had taken a wrong trail 
while wandering through remote 
Laotian villages, he said. 

Everingham, in apparent good 
health and high spirits, gave the 
following account of his captiv­
ity: "I was walking along a trail 
when I bumped into two Pathet 
Lao soldiers. They led me at 
gunpoint to a nearby village 
where I was questioned." 

Everingham said for the first 
few days he was suspected of 
being an American pilot or a spy 
and was closely watched while 
being kept constantly on the 
move. 

After about two weeks of trav­
eling on foot and by truck 
through the rugged mountains of 
n o r the r n Laos, Everingham 
said, he settled down in a guer­
rilla camp near Moung Soui, 107 

• miles north of Vientiane. 
"I lived better than the offi­

cers," Everingham said. "They 
gave me the best food, the best 
place to sleep and were always 

asking me if I needed anything 
else.'' 

Everingham, who speaks 
fluent Lao, said the morale of 
Pathet Lao troops seemed to be 
high. ''They are sure they are 
winning and they do not take the 
government side seriously. They 
just laugh at government troops 
camped on hilltops waiting to be 
attacked." 

Heavy bombing of northern 
Laos by both the U.S. and Lao­
tian Air Forces has affected the 
civilian population more than 
the Pathet Lao troops, Ever­
ingham said. "All traditional vil­
lages are destroyed," he said. "I 

-walked through dozens of new 
villages hidden deep in the 
forest where they can not be 
seen from the f}ir. People were 
very hostile. They shouted at me 
about the bombing because at 
first they thought I was a cap­
tured American pilot." 

During one month of living 
with troops, Everingham said, 
he saw only one soldier wounded 
by bombing. A Laotian Air 
Force T28 scored a direct hit 
with fragmentation bombs on 
the camp he was in, he said. 

''We all got into caves but 
there was not enough room be­
cause of the people who had 
come to see me. One soldier who 
did not move fast enough was 
hit in the face. and chest with 
pellets," he said. 

Guerrillas can identify planes 
by sound and know when to take 
cover, he said. · "Their ca·mps 

are small and well-hidden, so 
they say it is very rare for a 
Pathet Lao guerrilla to be killed 
by bombing. 

"'.There were medics every­
w h e r e , ' ' Everingham said. 
"They always wanted to make 
sure I was all right." 

E v e r i n g h a m claimed the 
Pathet Lao eat better than the 
government troops in the field. 
"They have Chinese canned food 
- vegetables, fish, meat - it 
was delicious," he said. 

Everingham said he saw no 
evidence of conscrip.tion in Path­
et Lao areas. Most young men 
and wome,n are armed and uni­
formed but, he said, he met 
some young people in civilian 
clothes, who explained to him 
they did not like to fight. When 
asked, the soldiers often told 
him they joined the Pathet Lao 
to avenge the death of relatives 
killed by bombing, he said. 

Everingham said a group of 
six North Vietnamese soldiers 
visited him near Moung Soui. 
"They were very friendly and 
asked me a lot of questions 
about life in Saigon," he said. 
Everingham worked in Saigon 
before moving to Laos two years 
ago. 

The Pathet Lao "troops told 
Everingham they resent the 
Vientiane government claims 
that North Vietnam dominates 
the Pathet Lao. One guerrilla re­
portedly told him "We are fight­
ing for independence and we do 
not want new bos·ses. n 

al 
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CIA-Backed Laotian_s Face 
By La~nce Stern 

Washineton Post Foreien Service 

LO G CHE ... G, Laos -
The little twin engine Piper 
groped through the smoke 
haze that blotted out the 
craggy terrain just south of 
the Plain of Jars. 

"It's pretty bad today." 
aid the Greek, "but we're 

flying by timed distance so 
we don't have to see the 
ground to know where we 
are ... Wait a minute." He 
leaned forward and shouted 
to the pilot, "there's Peter 
Nob over on the right." 

The silhouette of a nob­
shaped • mountain outcrop­
ping poked up through the 
haze and the plane took a 
steep dip toward a towering 
ridgeline which marks the 
vague boundary between the 
North Vietnamese mfantry 
and the American-supported 
Laotian irregular army 
which have wrestled to a 
temporary standstill just 
northward. 

·'That's Skyline RjrJo-e '' 
aid The Greek. "The 1 orth 

Yietnamese have their anti­
air on the other side." 

Another sharp dip and 
uddenly a valley popped 

into ,;ew. dotted with 
·hacks, roads and a tiny air 
~ The •::.na~ks \ 'ere 
mostly deserted by the 1il­
lagers who fled la t month's 
North Vietnamese offensive 
and are still hidin~ out some 
@ kilometers sout ward 

''Long Cheng,' announced 
The Greek. 

In the seat behind us. 
Kayak looked up from his 
book. He is a tow-l}eaded 
American with an earnest 
face who might pass for a 
scout leader in his olive 
twill uniform were it not for 
the ammunition and rifle 
and the J5 revolver that he 
wore along with it. 

The two Air American pi­
lots skimmed the Piper 
Baron nimbly downward 
along the hilltops to the 
landing strip of Long 
Cheng, the once supersecret 
headquarters ba. e of the tri­
bal guerrilla army organized 
arid financed by the Central 
Intelligence Agency and 
fleshed with l\Ieo, Yao. as 
well as highland Lao volun­
teers. conscripts and con­
f u ed-looking children. 

Kayak and The Greek and 
the flight crew are part of 
the low profile American 
presence that provides the 
guns, ammunition. helicop­
ters, transports, air strikes, 
m e d i c a 1 evacuation-in 
short the wherewithal-that 

give the '"friendiies" their 
plausibility as a military 
force. 

Though much of the se­
crecy surrounding the CIA 
role in Laos has been lifted 
here under investigative 
prodding from Congress and 
instructions from the admin­
istration, there are still re­
minders that American par­
ticipation is somewhat of a 
political liabilty. 

"You can take all the pic­
tures you want of the Lao" 
I was counselled, ·'but 
please, we don't want any 
photographs of Americans." 
I agreed and complied. 

On the ground, Gen. Vang 
Pao. the gritty Meo com­
mander of the irregulars, 
greeted his visitor with a 
surprisingly shy smile and 
handshake. His two visiting 
sons. Van Su. 3. and Cha 
Leune. 4, clowned and 
romped with their father's 
staff officers to his -:mal­
loyed delight. 

Vang Pao is famous for 
his tough, soldierly talk. but 
today he reflected the seri­
ousness of the state of af­
fairs in the Plain of Jars. 

"The North Vietnamese 
have artillery and they have 
tanks. Their artillery i big­
ger than what we have hPre 
-thev have a 27 kilometer 
range· and ours is 15 kilome­
ters. Out there ou the Plain 
of .Jars we have no artillery 
at all. \\ e have very few 
people and not enough ma­
teriel. It is getting very dif­
ficult to hold the situation." 

Haze Hurts 
• ··Yes, we have American 
air strikes. But look at that 
haze."' He raised one hand to 
simulate an airplane and 
held out the other hand to 
represent the ground. "The 
airplanes can't see and if 
they come down too far for 
support o:(>erations. they ei­
ther crash in the moun­
tains or can get shot down." 
The upper hand smacked 
flatly against the lower 
hand which trailed toward 
the floor. 

''fhe _ meriean B-52s er d a 
ver~, good job for u -. We 
had our last B-52 strike just 
last week out along there." 
He gestured beyond Skyline 
Ridge. '·l\Iaybe we will have 
to call for more B-52 strikes. 

''But the best thing would 
be to get talks started again 
among the nations that par­
ticipated in the Geneva Con­
ference. We must have the 
neutralization of Indochina. 
They must get together and 
talk just once more." 

In the past 10 years, the 

fighting has decimated lhe 
ranks of Vang Pao s Meos. 
His guerrillas once were al­
most 100 per cent Meo. But 
now they comprise less than 
50 per cent of the force. The 
Meo mountain people have 
borne the brunt of the fight­
ing and civilian casualties­
as \Yell as the dislocation. 

··we have some irregulars 
up he1~e now from Sara\·ane 
in the south. But the? can­
not walk in the mountains. 
They slow down our opera­
tions. A march that should 
take three days takes them 
nine days." He shook his 
head sadly. 

World's Best 
By the admission of some 

of the highest-ranking Amer­
icans in Vietnam, Va 1g Pao's 
guerrillas are facing in the 
Noth Vietnamese units 
across Skyline Ridgl.:! per­
haps the best light infantry 
in the world. 

Although road and 
ground-bound, they are 
using newly supplied Soviet 
130 millimeter cannons. the 
longest range artillery piece 
on either side in the war. 
with d e v a ta ting effect. 
They are employing Soviet­
supplied tanks as mobile 
gun platforms. 

'fo ueck-. 11 ,-unenean cJff 

reconnaisance the Commu­
nist not only ha,:e suc­
ceeded in camouflaging 
their guns, but have fash­
ioned dummy replicas of the 
guns visible from the air 
and can simulate secondary 
explosions with gunpowder _ 
firecrackers. 

The enemy, declares U.S. 
Ambassador G. lVIcMurtrie 
Godley. is a very formidable 
individual. Godley, who 
monitors the military con­
flict with a fervor that has 
earned him the nickname 
"Field l\Iarshal Godley," 
concedes that the enemy's 
use of artillery and mortars 
is uncanny. 

At Long Cheng one day 
last week there was a con­
tinuous shuttling of Ameri­
can helicopters C-123 trans-

ort . obs~n-ation craft and 
Laotian-flown T-28 jets over 
the 2,200-foot airstrip 
Outgoing artiller.y pounded 
persistently at fixed targets 
on the other side of the 
ridge. 

The C-123, a faithful work­
horse that must land and 
take off on ab smally short 
runways, is the key to the 
mobility of men and sup­
plies for the irregular army. 
Conspicuously posted inside 
the planes are signs in Thai, 
Laotian, Vietnamese and 
English warning that "the 
transportation of opium and 
other narcotic products is 
absolutely forbidden on this 
aircraft.., The signs also ad-

monish that all pa enger~ 
are subject ·to search and re­
mo al by the Air merica 
crews if they are found to 
be carrying opium. 

Bracing for Attack 
About the strip there 

was evidence of the most 
recent r orth Vietnamese 
offensive, at the end of ,Jan­
uary, 'that penetrated into 
the Long Cheni£ , alle. 1. 

Thert w .. :e venL car 1 l l -
es rocket casings and shell 
fragments. 

··They got up to that 
point;,• a Laotian air con­
troller said, pointing to the 
outer boundaries of the air­
port. "We managed to 
chase them out." 

rrow Vang Pao and hi ir­
regulars and the . meric.;ans 
are bracing for a new as­
sault. Across the ridge, said 
Vang Pao, eight regiment· 
of North Vietnamese are or­
ganizing for a new pusl . 

A two-week-old spoilin,,, op­
eration directed a"-1ain 1 the 

1 orth Vietrrame c suppl>' 
lines hows no ign of hav: 
ing serious!., breached the 
Communist columns. 

In the drow y capital of 
Vientiane to the south, mean­
,..,.hile. the ingrown cliplo-
llt ... ll: -.:Ua ll!Ul.h ~ ~U. M. 

and backbites and en er­
tain and no sound of \\ ar 
is ever heard. One night 
last week Premier Souvanna 
Phouma attended a bridge 
diner at the Australian em­
bassy and smilingly re­
marked with a simile per­
haps not altogether original 
that President ixon's visit 
to Peking had broken down 
a great wall. 

Souvanna is making new 
overtures for talks with his 
half-brother, Pathet Lao 
leader Prince Souphanou~ . 
vong. The first secretary of 
the orth Vietnamese em­
bassy, guy en Van Than, 
has been bombarded by vis­
its from Western newsmen 
applying hopefully for \·isas 
to Hanoi. Than managed to 
teach himself English with 
language re~ords and assidu­
ous reading and spends en­
grossing hours of conversa­
tion with the correspondents. 

Tea And Smiles 
He is asked about Presi­

dent l ·ixon's visit to Peking, 
and he smiles and pours a 
visitor more tea. ' The 
Chinese have given us much 
assistance," he finally re­
plies in measured cadence. 
''The Russians have also 
helped us greatly. But the 
·solution to the war in Indo­
china will have to be 
reached by the Vietnamese 
people." 

The resident Western 
press in Vientiane carries 
on its own weekly skirmish 
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