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One reason for my particular concern for the battle of Khe Sanh is 
a desire to avoid a situation of battlefield crisis in which We8'f:y and the 
JCS wo]lld ask, you to release tactical nuclear weapons, 
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I have felt that every action ought to bet~kenri'aw that ';;;--uld prevent 
such a circumstance' from arising. 
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That r~ why'lt'may'be wo,:rfh offering Wesqrnow an extra reserve 

division; althou~h,}f the •. 8lst Airborne';;'~slor th'et-two Marine'brigades were 
sent out, you woul~,undoubtedly have to call up the reserves. 
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I am not making that recomm&nd'ii.1:t6n,'J3ut ;ou may wish to talk 
privately\vHh ClarkCli££ord ab.out the advisability of: 
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communicating prtva'h'!ly to Bus Wheeler that it is his duty 
to minimize 'the likelihood that the Il:uclear issue would be raised by the 
JCS; . 

asking Westy back-channel if he wants an extra airborne 
division or other reserve forces on the spot. (He would -- almost surely --
accept.) ,., 7 j, • '!6 h.-'~.~ _. \ . ".~ " '. " , ! 
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