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Subj: COMUSMACV Monthly Assessment (U) 

1. (U) This is the first in a series of assessments of the sit-

uation here in Vietnam which I propose to send monthly. The assess-
STUD I ES 

the. month of July is broken out into the four CTZ' s from No:rtltecoOMMfP;TT---r,N"G----1 

to South to give you what I hope is a better feel for what is happen-

ing here. 

(I CTZ) 

2. (C) My primary objective in the I CTZ during the month of 

July was to deny entry of NVA units into SVN and to destroy as much of 
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the enemy's force, including artillery, as possible. This was accom- JRATA 

plished. We destroyed enemy forces and logistical installations in I-J'""UC:;SP;-:-AO;;--·---t,c;c-·f"=-i8" 

base areas 116 and 122 and established a fire suppprt base for the 
MAcoe 

interdiction of the A SHAU Valley by l75mm guns. Efforts to establish 1-:-:-:-:::::----+-L":'---18" 
MACON 

and improve the strong point obstacle system along the DMZ were 

ued while conducting search and destroy operations in and south of the MACPD 
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U.LJL.L' • .L these objectives, ten maj or ground operations ~ 

were condUcted, four major operations were continued, and five" 

amphibious operations were conducted. In addition, vital base 

areas were defend~d and patrolS-, numerous ambushes, aIJi small 

actions were carried out. All objectives were fulfilled except a 

sweep of base area 114 and prevention of the enemy 122mm rocket 

attack on DA ~\NG Airbase. 

3. (C) a., Progress in I CTZ is best indica ted by the he8Lv,t 

enemy losses~ a confirmed 3,er17 enemy killed,2,062 weapolts cap­

tured. The nunber of enemy killed by AltVI~ was the second highest 

level of the year; 1,206 by body count. In two maj or contacts 

during the period, two enemy battalions, the BOOth and !!Oath, 

were rendered ineffective. Large caches of enemy supplies were 

..;aptured 9,S a result of YWMA.F and ARVN operations, including one 

enemy sea-going trawler containing sufficient weapons and munit .. 

ions to support three VC battalions. Five enemy battalions in 

lower QUANG TRI/THUA. THIEN suffered severe losses in July; and 

are having recruitment problems and are believed to be consicj,er-

ably under strength. The majorit,v of the PW's have identified 

themselves as infiltrators from NVN· rather than local recruits. 

InterrogatiOl'i of PW's and returnees taken south of Route 9 ,. .. ·',.,,'11 

a definite shortage of food and medical supplies. To add to 

i:l their problems, we captured, evacuated, or destroyed,,: 135 tons of 
,; 

rice last month. From 2 to 14 July, seven Marine battalions in 

Operation BUFFALor:w:er:e:.::!~~,t~o~co~un~t~er~~th~e:..:e:n:e:m~Y_t~h;r~ea~t~fro~n~'i 
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JMZ. Significant in this engagement was the enemy's use of 

quantities of mortar/artillery/rocket fire. (1,393 mortar 

s, 1,455 artillery rounds, and 178 rocket rounds). Cumulative 

for this operation included 159 US killed and 885 US wounded. 

enemy suffered 1,281 killed. 

b. ARVN units conducted 13 large operations and 5,494 small 

Of the large operations, six were combined and four were 

liborne. These operations, in all -five provinces, resulted in 759 

/NVA killed, 270 enemy weapons captured. ARVN losses were 64 

11ed and 254 wounded. The overall morale and fighting spirit of I 

units is good. The conflict is being carried to the enemy, 

ially in the 1st Division Tactical Area (DTA). ARVN units have 

able to maintain a favorable kill and weapons captured versus 

~E,p·'ons lost ratio; however, ARVN contacts with the enemy are not 

ecisive since total destruction of the enemy units is not achieved. 

over a period of time the enemy is able to reconstitute 

rebuild. 

c. On 10 July the remaining closed section of National 

1 from MO DUC to II CTZ boundary was opened thus permitting 

~~')nmnel~cial and military vehicles to traverse the entire 387 kil-

ers from the DMZ to II CTZ boundary. This is the first time 

highway has been opened for this distance since 1965. Mod-

e progress continues on the upgrading of both route # 1 and 

During July, 540 feet of new bridging were completed while 

,350 feet were repaired and upgraded. During July, 132 kilo-

DO NOT liSE 

COPY lBJ LHlR,\t{Y 

----r---------------------------------------------------------------



of highway were repaired which facilitat(~ the movement ot 

and civil traffic. In addition to road improvements em-

is continuing on expanding and im:>roving air transport. At 

I~~eflen:t there are 21 airfields open to 0-7A aircraft, 17 to 0-123' 

10 to 0-130's. 

d. aD and civic action nade progress but remained behind 

schedule. There were 89 new life hamlets and 40 consolidated 

hamlets undergoing construction in the I OTZ during July. Four­

teen ARVN battalions, one RF battalion, twenty-seven RF companies 

and 182 PF platoons are presently in direct support of the OTZ RD 

VO incidents and attacks on aD remained at the June 

friendly casualties were half the average of the last 

r 'rter. In areas where military operations have been conducted, 

higher morale and increased effectiveness af~'apparent. 

4. (O)The elements of three enemy divisions along the DMZ 

continued to nake incursions south of the DMZ. '1'he enemy nain-

tains an estimated 45 naneuverbattalions of NITA, main force and 

local force VO in I :CTZ; During July, the enemy increased his 

use 'of mortar, artillery and rockets against friendly forces, 

firing a total of h,965 rounds as compared to 4,009 rounds fired 

during June. Two th:ir ds of the enemy artillery was fired in 
. 
northeastern QUANG TRI Province. In spite of detailed plaruiing 

aggressive patrolling in the previously established rocket 

complex, the enemy successfully 

----------_._---,._-,---,-_ ... --' 
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airfield, causing a significant loss:'ol personnel, aircraft, and 

damage to facilities. 'EnellJY efforts, except in the .• , have 

devoted pr~ily to unconventional warfare avoiding siinifica'nt 

action whenever p()ssible. Along the DMZ/BEN HAl River front" 
• , > •• . , . 

frontation is characterized by exchanges of artilleri.fireand 

sporadic ground fighting which is intense and usuallT ot short 

. duration. The enemy has. concentrated his effort in populated 

areas with emphasis on· thOl\e actions which, ifsuccentul. have 

potentially high propaganda value. One such attack involved the 

partial destruction of a large ARVN convoy; another, the seizure 

and opening of the HOI AN provincial jail; and a third was. the 

rocket attack on OJ\. NANG. The enemy buildup north of the DMZ 

ing the latter part of June and. early July calUled. me to con­

centrate large forces in this. area to counter the threat. 

out July the NVA continued to uaintain pressure all alcng the 

northern I CTZ border. 

(IICTZ) 

5. (C) The objective in II CTZ was to' prevent enemy J.J:LI..l."-1 

tration into the CTZ, destroy the base areas of enemy regular 

forces, open lines of communication, am expand security of the 

population. Seventeen of the twenty-three MIl.CV desigll9.ted enemy 

base areas were penetrated, resulting in 54. erte~ kill~d. 16 

prisoners and 1,500 tons of rice captured or destroyed. PEIne-' 

trat:\.on of these areas forced the VC and NVA to keep on the move, 

t~ commit a significant of their military forces to food 

._,------------------------_ .. _----_. __ ... __ . 
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prod1olCtion. and for the m?¥ern~t_ o!,;:/lulpp:liIIB. 

6. (C) a. In the IICTZ steady though not dramatic pro-

gress is discernable in virtually every segmen1;- of our endeavor. 

ARVN forces in up to four battalion strength worked in close, har­

mony with the US units involved in Operation GREELEY in the KON-

TtlM'-DA.K TO area. Emplo~ng a force of four brigades,operations 

FRANCIS MARl ON and GREELEY frustra.ted enemy intentions through 

constant se3.rch and destroy actions. For the month of July the 

costr ,of continued conflict remained unfavorable to the enemy; 

1.536 killed compared '\dth 272 friendly losses. This assumes 

even greater significance when one consider,s that the enemy is 

encountering increasing difficUlt~ in recruiting within II CTZ. 

.-, s will t9 fight appears, to be wa.$g gradually aswitnessetl by 

the loss of 363 PL'/ls and 107 crew served weapons for the period. 

In the coastal provinces, resupply by the enemy to his belea.gured 

formations is tenuous over extended' and insecure LOG's. His cc:in-

dition there is worsened by systematic destruction of his bases 

which has resUlted in reduced food and supply stockages. PW's 

from the 3d and 5th NVA divisions were unanimous in stating that 

scarce, sickness, a problem, and morale is low. 

b. An increa.se in confidence and aggressiveness of ARVN 

plus improvement in their effectiveness is noted. During 

JUly. ARVN units conducted 30 airmObile operations whic;h lifted 

10.163 ,troops. This is an increase of 3,605 over the then all 

of 6,558 troops involved in airmobile operations during 

'---r----------'------- ------_._------_.,,--,-,--
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preceding month. For July, GIJN forces devoted 5'15 1:at~lion DO NOT USE THIS SPACE . 

to'sevch ani destroy operations ani 275 to security operat-

lJ.c,ns. Whereas the latter decreased approxin'ately !P Percent com_ 

1lJ'I'rEld to June, search and destroy operations inc rea sed approxima 

70 percent. 

c. The 9th ROI{ and Capi~l ROK Infantry Divisions in 

enjoyed notable success in terms of large l)eI'so.n-1 

and equipment losses inflicted primarily on the NIIA 95th Reg­

im~rtt. and on thwarting accompUshment of enemy objectives in PHU 

During August, ROK forces will Elltpand the:ir coast­

land security operations by seeking out elements of the NVA 18th 

regiment in KHANH HOA Province. .Thelatter unit has manifested 

•• 0 inclina'tion to change its thirteen month old objective of "V'OJ.CII-

ing combat. It has received no reinfOl'cements since arrival in 

SVN and has a high rate of nalaria. 

d.DUring July continued improvement in opening of rca.uBI 

has permitted increased .use of land LOC' s to support Jid:litary op­

erations and the civilian economy.' At present, 1,61.5 kin (8<}.8 

percent) of the major roads are in a green or amber condition. 

Route 1 is open from PRAN RANG n9rth into QUANG NGAI Province. 

Route 19 is open from Q,UI NHONW:est to the CAMBODIAN border, with 

10 miles west from Q,UI NHON having been paved in Jul¥.· Route 14 

is open fromW TO south to the III CTZ boundary. Rout:. e 21 is 

open from BA.N ME TIlUOT east to NINH HOA. Route 20 j.B open from 

'le In CTZ boundary to DALAT, and Route II from DALAT to PRAN 
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RANG. In July,· a C-l3O airfield with steel surface at PHU HIEP was 

opened., providing 41 C-l30 airfields in the CTZ~ A new C-123 air­

field was opened in VINH TANH. A total of 79 fields are now open 

to C-7A ls, 60 to C-123's and 41 to C-130's in II CTZ. 

e. RD is progressing with security improved. to some deJn'EJeJ 

However, VC attacks on RD teams is a continuing threat. as evtdenced 

by 26 VC armed attacks during July-. ARVNls operational competence 

is being engendered by increased emphasis on training. During July­

two ARVN battaliibns completed RD Support Training (RDST). Thus far, 

24 of 30 battalions have received RDST with the six relllaining bll:t:­

talions scheduled to complete their RDST by mid-September. In 

support of RD as of this date are 8 ARVN battalions, 123 RF compan-

, and 728 PF platoons. 

7. (c) The enemy has been without. a major victory in the 

CTZ during the past two years. He seeks to tie down ,L large force 

am inflict ma.ximum casualties on R\fNJ\.F and FWMAF in tohe central 

hignlands. His objectives include the destruction of the reve-

lutionary development program, disruption of the SeptEmtber elect-

ions, and maintenlLnce of a presence and influence in heavily pop-

ulated areas. It appears the enemy hopes to draw major friendly 

forces away from the coastal areas of the II CTZ and I'edress the 

losses he has sustained in those areas. This strategy has been 

unsuccessful to date. In the coastal provinces of KHA.NH HOA and 

PHU YEN, the enem;y, although continuing a defensive posture sab-

COPY LBJ LHiRAti.V 
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ged reads, railways, aIJi pipelines 

small tmit attacks against RF/PF posts and RD cadre. His aim "'PI".,ar5, 

to be maintenance of the tactical integrity of:,his forces, while 

awaitiilg favorable opportunities to expand control over the populat-

ion and resources in the rich lowland districts. In the we5tern 

highlands the morale and overall condition of enem;r tmits are good. 

This assessment stems from the fact that his sanctuary base areas in 

CAMBODIA and LAOS lie close to established supply routes. Food, 

ical supplies aIJi ammtmition are available in adequate quantities. 

NVA KIA's and PW's in KON TUM AND PLEIKU Provinces have been ae'~cr'~D'-1 

ed by their captors as "well equipped, well fed, and in good p~~sl.ca . .L1 

condition". 

(III CTZ) 

8. (C) 
~ .. tJ~uotJc­

Our~Objectives were to disrupt and defeat enem;r offen-

3 actions; harass and, if possible, destroy main force elementsl 

maintain continuous pressure on Viet Cong regional and local force 

tmits; increase the tempo of the Revolutionary DevelopmEnt Program; 

neutralize enemy base areas; increase ARVN efi'ectivenoss and improve 

security within the national priority area. During July, those ob­

jectives were fulfilled. 

9. (c) a. A review of events in the III CTZ supports the 

observation that it was a month of heartening progres!1 both in 

terms of our success in attaining planned objectives, and the 

enemy's failure· to attain his planned objectives. A notable ex-

ample of the latter was seen in a COSVN order which allsigned a 

number of missions for the 5th Battalion, MR IV, to accomplish 

-T--~--~---- ._--_._-_ .. _-------_._--------_. __ ._---
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ing Jul,y. None ot the missions were accomplished. 

Spring-Surmner Camraign began 29 May- and Jul,y was expec:ted to be a 

period of maximum effort with the objectives of disrupting aM dis-

crediting the Revolutiona17 Development Program, overrunning aM 

tro;ring GVN and allied posts. interdicting allied linos of communi-

cation and defeating allied offensive attacks. Their efforts to 

achieve significant results. including the two rocket attacks which 

caused relatively- light damage. were unsuccessful. P()sitive pro-

gress is indicated in most areas of III CTZ. The cooperation and 

response accorded US advisors by- senior III CTZ cOlllll8nders is favor-

able; this together with the increased GVN attention to inadequate 

leadership has improved unit effectiveness. Returneefl under the 

, 

CHIEU HOI program were triple those of Jul,y 1966. iMlcating l.nc:rellS+ 

J, morale and centrol problems within Viet Gong ranks. En~ 

losses for the month (KIA. PW, HOI CHA.NH) totalled 2.941. An 10-

creasing number of Viet Cong village and hamlet units are under­

strength. In Jul,y combined 199th Brigade and 5th Ranger Group O'Pell'-1 

ations in GIA DINH Province greatly restricted Viet Cong activity-

in areas immediately adjacent to SAIGON. No Viet Gong units larger 

than squad size moved in the area. The GO, VG_ 5th Battalion, MIt IV 

requested permission from his superiors to move from NHA BE Dist­

rict because allied activity made it hazardous for Viet Gong units 

there. 

b. ARVN units are continuing to improve in a.ll areas, 

Improvement in overall combat effectiveness was highJ.:ighted by­

p-.,eral commendable Vietnamese actions: The ARVN 2d Battalion, 9th 
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lantry at TAN HUNG; by the ARVN 2d and 3d BattaUons. 46th lnfan-
r·-· 

try and the 3d Marine Battalion in Operation CORONADO; by the 613th 

Regional Force Company at BUONG SA on Route 2; by the 2d and 3d 

Marine Battalions in Operation PADDINGTON; and by the 3d and 4th 

Marine Battalions in Operation CORONADO II. Viet Cong base areas 

303, ~outheml/3 6£ 355, Southern 2/3 of 356. Southwestern 2/3 of 

357, 358, 365, 369 and 370 were neutraliz ed to the extent that they 

are no long~ enenw sanctuaries and can be entered by allied units 

in company size strength. Last month, ARVN troop behavior and re-

lationships with the civilian communi1:;y" improved significantly. 

There were four programs initiated to improve RF /PF, ARVN and RD 

team effectiveness: Five intelligence centers were established at 

district level to attack Viet Cong infrastructurc:a program for 

brigade -to, train, one ARVN battalion every eight weeks was begun 
, - I 

with approval of CG, III CTZ; ten US mobile advisory teams were 

formed to advise RF and PF units; and two experimental RD augmen-

tation teams, were placed on site. 

c. The principal 1&nd routes 1 and 22 (GIA RAY to TAY 
j 

NINH), lA, 4, 5" 13 (SAIGON to LOO NINH), 15 and 20 rell8ined open , 

,with minor interruptions. Routes 1 and 4 were used frequently at 

night by milita,ry convers, Jungle clearing of the ONG DONG jungle 

and Route 20 was 50 percent c.ompleted and Viet Cong tax collection 

on Route 20 in III CTZ was neutralized. Three additiooal RF/PF 

pasts were constructed on this route. In the area of air transport 

there are 43 airfields open to C-7A aircraft, 34 to C-123's and 27 

-,,---------------------,--,- --
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d. RD activities in III GTZ for the month of July included 

completion of six New Life Hamlets bringing the total of "Vl"}"_''''-I 

ed 'Hamlets to 17 with 49 more under construction. Thr()ughout III 

there are at present 17 ARVN battalions, 75 RF companies and 245 

platoons supporting RD activities either directly or indirectly. 

10. (G) The enelll3", particularly the VG, increased their aCl;J.v-1 

ity in the populated area West of the HO BO Woods, carried out tw'~nt,yJ... 

one assassinations and fifty-one attacks against police or RF/PF 

posts ani launched two attacks by fire using 122mn rockets against 

US base camps at PHUOO VINH and PHU LOI. They continued interdict­

ion of the route between SONG BE and BU DOP. 

(IV GTZ) 

11. (C) Major unit operations within the IV GTZ continue to 
the destruction of 

)rientated to ,tlntM;Y VG main and prOvincial units and principal 

The main battle seems to be concentrating in the key pro-

of DINH TUONG, VINH LONG, VINH BJ;NH and PHONG DINH. This 

has been brought about by ARVN concentration on highway 4, the NANG 

THIT - NIGHOLAI area, and the RD effort in PHONG DINH along the SA. 

SE. The ARVN campaign plan and major RD efforts and Viet Gong J.n1~er'-I 

ests appear to be on a collision course which should lead to more 

decisive events both military and RD in the future. 
(C) 

12. a. The general situation in the IV GTZ remained favorable .. 
during July. For the most part, the Viet Cong were dispersed and 

attempted to avoid ccntact. There were 130 uajor unit operations 

of battalioo or larger size during July. There were eight opercLti.onsj 

cc--1ucted in seven base areas, Opel9-tions such as GUU LONG 63/80 
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,he BINH DAI base in KIEN HDA. Province have reduced the coastal 

areas of KIEN HDA. and VINH BINH to transient storage points. Defol-

iation of coastal bases continues to expose previously undetected 

enemy installations and allows increased interdiction by air and 

There were a total of 54,292 small unit operations 

in July which resulted in 166 contacts. Although the number of 5llI"'J..LI 

have continued to increase, their effectiveness re-

mains difficult to judge because many are not observed by US 

elements. Although the kill ratio was a favorable 4.9 to 1, the 

total number of Viet Cong killed, 641, is the low monthly total for 

The total number of Viet Cong initiated incidents continued 

to drop with 541 incidents recorded for the month of July compared 

619 in June. Although there has been steady progress, and RD 

4S are about to be achieved, it can be expected that the Viet C 

will make a major effort to preclude such actions in the futur.e. 

Another example of progress occurred in CHAU Dec on 10 July. 372 

irregular troops, who had previously been sympathetic to the VC O .. 'I1S'", 

turned themselves in to GVN officials under the provision that the,r 

be organiz ed into RF forces. This incid ent points out the increased 

esteem being gained by GVN forces within the IV CTZ. 

b. The performance of ARVN continues to improve. The 7th 

ARVN Division is just completing an eight day operation in DINH 

one of the longest sustained ARVN operations in the past two 

This division demonstrated a higher degree of flexibility 

than in the' .past .. inc;reacting:.to iiltelligence,r.:''r!le 9th ARV.N.i.Di'C~sion 

the past three months has shown a much grea.ter desire to opel'!l~tel 
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t. '.1 in the past. As a result of the 
1· \ ;; 

the RD effort has been able to make progress. The 21st ARVN 1J~lf~61~Olal 

has shaken the lethargy resulting fran its initial participation in 

the RD program, has reorganized, arid is now in a position to produce 

results. ARVN senior commanders seem to be more confident and op-

timistic than in the past. This is evident in their official esti­

mates and in their desire to operate more often. 

c. The status of najor highways in the IV CTZ remained 

stant dur~ July. The security status of the MANG THIT River was 

upgraded from red to amber due to GVN efforts to secure the area and 

open the MANG '!'HIT River - NICOLAI Canal complex: to commercial traf-

fic. Other major waterways of the ME KONG Delta remined unch3.nged 

during July. Air transport is supported by 31 airfields open to 

c., aircraft, 20 to C-123' s and 13 to C-130 's. 

d. RD activities in IV CTZ are supported directly or J.ll<u.r-t 

ectly by 15 ARVN battalions, 52 RF companies and f!7 PF platoons • .. 
~e VC have placed emphasis on disrupting the GVN RD and pa.'~~l:~Cal;;LOIII 

program since it denies them freedom of movement and population con­

Although there has been no significant change in the progress 

during July the reaction of the VC in IV CTZ against the pro-

gram is evidence of its effect on VC control in the area. 

13 ~ C)In KIEN HOA Province, the Viet Cong remained strong and 
~. 

province is a spurce of manpOlier and supplies. The 516th Pro­

vincial Mobile Battalion renains strong and virtually unharmed. 

Until operations such as CORONADO V are conducted in KIEN HOA, this 

p' '>ince will continue to serve as a Viet Cong source ()f strength. 

_._---_._--_._---_._._--_.-_. --,-----
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!. ,'estimate is that the position of the Viet Cong iIi the IV CTZ 

tinues to deteriorate. All signs indicate that the combat strength 

of the VC combat elements continues to decrease, recruiting has 

been increasingly difficult, and that the major VC elements have 

had to disperse and avoid contact. 

(SUMMARY) 

14. (5) a. The enemy appears to be continuing his 

strategy of (1) posing threats with main forces in an effort to draw 

friendly military strength from the critical populated areas, (2) 

seeking to cause increased attrition rates on friendly military 

forces while avoiding major contact, (3) enticing friendly forces 

;-~o a posture where he can achieve a majo.r tactical victory to 

enhance his political posture, and (4) attacking the GVN pacifica-

tion program with particular emphasis on the RD Cadre teams in 

order to destroy the GVN influence in the countryside. The 

, 
credibility of the threat in the DMZ and Central Highlands con-

tinues to require sizeable containment forces. Through the use of 

economy of force measures and superior mobility we have been 

able to provide security in the critical population centers at an 

acceptable level, The maintenance of constant pressure on the 

enemy in these populated areas, especially the coastal lowlands, 

has caused growing weakness in the enemy military structure and 

r his coercive power declines popular resistance to his 

COpy LBJ U!lRAt{y 
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creasing demands for support is 

tested areas the population as a whole continues to adopt a wait 

and see attitude, providing willing support to neither side. The 

enemy reaction to friendly success in thwarting his strategy has 

been an increased use of attacks by fire. The enemy employment 

of 140mm and 122mm rockets continues to provide the greatest 

threat to critical installations; however, increased emphasis on 

offensively oriented security operations and on locating rocket 

units and their supply routes is expected'to reduce the risk. 

b. The GVN pacification program for 1967 is now 

gaining momentum, its implementation having been quite slow 

until after Tet. In July, despite increased VC emphasis on dis-

rupting the work of the RD Cadre teams, several important gains 

were made. Several of the RD teams had completed their work 

in first semester hamlets ,and had begun movement to their sec 

semester areas. Four additional ARVN battalions had been as-

signed to direct support of RD and all of them had a rating of 

satisfactory in RD training. MACV action program to give in-

creased thrust to pacification support was completed and dis-

seminated to the field. An organization was formed to integrate 

and manage a combined US and GVN attack on the VG infrast 

c. In summary, our past month's operations reflect 

continuous and steady progress toward accomplishment of our 
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