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With respect to friendly troops being "trapped”". At no timehave US or
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ARVN troops been consldered trapped, cut aff, or surrounded 1n the currentg
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battle around DAK TO. This story no doubt origlnated as a result of a con—?
tact by th@ 2nd Bn/ 503rd Alrborne Infantry about 23 km soubhwest of DAK |
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TO., This battalion, while swepping the area 1n the vieinlty of H1ll 875

ran into a strongly defended enemy positlon. In conductlng assaults

against this posdtion, the battalilon suffered moderate to heavy casualties;

The battalion was unable to advance. In order to get thils attack going
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“agaln, the 4th battalilon of the 503rd Airborne Infastry moved 1nto the area

to reilnforce and plans were made to helilift the 2nd battalilon out of the
area for reorganlzatloh, rest and refitting. Due to enemy small arms fire,
some difflaulty was experienced 1n getting hellcopters intofthe area. As a
result, heavy tactlcal alr strilkes and artlllery were dlrected agalnst the
enemy posltions. The 4th battalion then contilnued the attack on hill 875
whlle the 2nd Battallon secured the flre support base, instead of belng

extracted.
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