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MESSAGE FROM GENERAL ABRAMS 

With respect to friendly troops being "trapped". At no time rave US or 

1 , 
ARVN troops been considered trapped, cut off, or surrounded in the current,; , 

t , 
battle around DAK TO. This story no doubt originated as a result of a con-'~ 

tact by th~ 2nd Bn! 503rd Airborne Infantry about 23 km souhhwest of DAK ~ 

TO. This battalion, while swepwing the area in the vicinity of Hill 875 
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ran into a strongly defended enemy position. In conducting assaults t , 
against this poschtion, the battalion suffered moderate to heavy casual ties; I 

The battalion was unable to advance. In order to get thi.s attack going 1 ' 
OiTER ; 
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.. "gain, the 4th battalion of' the 503rd Airborne Inf'sl'ltry moved into the areal 

to reinf'orce and plans were made to helilift the 2nd battalion out of' the 

area f'or reorganizatiob, rest and ref'itting. Due to enemy small arms f'ire, 

some dif'f'inulty was experienced in getting helicopters intol~he area. As a 

result, heavy tactical air strikes and artillery were directed against the 

enemy positions. The 4th battalion then continued the attack on hill 875 

while the 2nd Battalion secured the f'ire support base, instead of' being 

extracted. 
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