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BATTLE FOR.DAK TO 

We, along with General Rosson's h~adquarters were conc.erned with 
what had happened to the lst NVA Division and its regiments. About the 
latter part of October we detected the 1st NVA Division just opposite.what 
is called the tri-border area (Chart 1). The l73d Airborne had been work­
ing in this area from June through September and had contacts in June and 
July but none subsequent to that time so most of the l73d was redeployed, 
to Phu Yen Province. They left behind one battalion; this battalion, the 
2/503d Infantry was subsequently replaced by our mechanized battalion, 
the i.18 Infantry. Then when we saw elements of the 1st NV A Oi vi sian here, 
we replaced the mechanized battalion with the 3/12 Infantry. We had the 
3/12 Infantry reconnoiter the general area. Long Range patrols began to 
pick up enemy movement toward Oak To from the southwest. Also, agent 
reports supported our LRRP reports and we knew the NVA were moving. 
toward Dak To. We reacted immediately and moved our 1st Bde headquar-

· ters to Dak To on the 29th of October and followed it with the 3/8 Infantry 
on the 30th. 'Colonel Johnson, Commanding Officer of the 1st Brigade em­
ployed all of the intelligence means he had at his disposal; We had an air­
borne personnel, detector - most people call it "Snoopy" and it can detect 
the. huznan scent. And so we detected strong concentrations along in he .. e, 
along inhere, and along in here (Chart I){Valleys leading toward .Dak To 
and BenHet from the ~outhwest). So we knew the. NVA were moving in 
anti in large numbers .. Our long Range Reconnaissance Patrols continued 
to 'pick up movement and l: thought Colonel Johnson employed them and all 
of his intelligence me ans most skillfully. He located several am:inunition 
'sto .. ageareas' and other base camps throughout this area. There again, . 
another clue.' We alBo used our visual reconnaissance aircr'aft or head-

· huntersi' and Rtt_d-Haze, which is an inf .. a-red device, to detect. fires at 
nlght~ " '-

" ,.SoVlre kn~Vlrthel!epeople were moving in. Then on the second of,No­
vember, one of the members of a 50 man recon party from the 66th Regi-

.. ' ,ment turned himself'jD at the village of Dak Ri (YB969217) .. He had quite a . 
fantastic tale to tell. As a matter of fact, there were a lot of people who 

· disbelieved him because, he knew too much. But he said that the 66th Regi-
· ment was moving from the southwest generally towards Ben Het;. the 32d 
was moving from the southwest generally towards Dak To: the 32d was to 
eover the attack,made by the 66th ... The 17.4th, which had been north in the 
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Oak Seangarea had ~oved down aiong the border area to act a,s ~ein':' 
. foreementin the event the other units got in trouble -sort of ~ contin­gency force. He also said that the 24th Regiment, whicl. had been well to the north and northeast of Oak To. was going to move down to hit the Oak To area. He ,stated that the 40th Artillery Regiment was split to supPort both the two regiments coming in from the southwest and the 24th Regiment coming from the north. All forces were under the lst 
• NVA Division located just inside the border. All of our intelligence ,indicated that what he said was correct. And to be very ho~est With ' 
you, we followed this thing through and it is exactly the way it worked out in this entire operation, with one minor exception. 

To encounter the inunediate threat. Colonel Johnson deploy~d the 3/lz'InIantry to the ridge line inunediately south of Oak Tei and the 3/8, 'In!antrywaaplaced to the squthwl'8t of Dak To also on the high ground. General Rosson made available at that time one battalion of the 113d Air-"borne Brigade. the 4/S03d Infantry which we attached to our 1st Brigade and 1t was put at Ben Het. Ben Het is to be the new location of theCIOG Camp now located at Oak To. ' The camp is being placed in a position to maintain beUi!r surveillance of the border. At this time. there is quite ' Ii concentration of engineers and road clearing equipment at Ben Het. ' ' ' The 4/S03d Infantry was directed to move south from Ben Het; " ,', 

;" 

, " 

, :;';,j 
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. ... ~ii 
c<",j , ,,'.' ,The'first contact in the "Battle for Oak To" took piace 'on th~ high':f;~ , rid;e, due.outh of here. It ia only about two to three hundred meters ,:" ~. fromoneolthe largest engagements which the 173d Airborne Brigade had ' '}:r.,'.~.~!: , in the, Oak Toar~a in the month of June. ' Two companies l;om the 3/12 ,," ' , ' sta~ed pushing up'theridge andthey'encountered a veryatrong NVA POSi-:'~~ tion(YB9916). ,Theyhisted Uand loundthey couldn't take it without exces.-· ,-, -sive, casualties.:, so theybackedolf and started pounding it with artillery , ., J~ and-tac air., They: tried it again and were stiUmet by strong opposition.' ,~. And so weu!Jedas,muchartillery as we could put on'it; aJ80 40 air strikes:, ,,' >;~ which included-a4 ,sorties of thousand po~d.bombli wi~h delayed action funa., '-, Withthis:support theeompanie&r were able to move in, but I'm sure they , 't1 kUled many. more~we were able to count. Many of the NVAwere !='over- ,'f4 ' ed by the bomb damage. Also. it was evident that the NV A had dragged away,., "quite a f_in,tha~ engagement. ,We,lost four and killed 13 NVA., The 3/& ,,';! , .. tabU shed afire ,ban on thi Ii hill (YB933188) and air as saulted into the .ridge ":-."~ line to. the; s~~th: (YB89l4) to work west along the ridge. They had 'one ccin- .. :~ '.fac:t as theYIn;~vedin this general a rea in which they killed It and lost 4. ' ,> 
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. The 4/503 In£antry was deployed with three companies moving' souib from Ben Het and on the morning of 6 November all three companies had simultaneous contact. Concurrent with that. Colonel Johnson had air as­saulted the remaining company on top of this hill (YB853l87). They had plastered the' hill 'Well and we found out later they had actually driven the enemy off the hilltop. So the company landed without opposition. But not more than 30. minutes after they landed they had NVA all aroWld them. The NVA had all,.around defenses here and a large base camp. This bat­tle went on most of the night and part of the following morning. And by the time it finished the 4/503 Infantry had lost 16 people and they killed a· total of 104. That 'brings us up to the end of what we might call th.e first. phase in which we hadjust the 1st Brigade employed. The next phase.takes place from 7 through 12 November.. (Chart Z). On the 5th of November. · General RosBon had made the remainder of the 173d Airborne Brigade · available to us. and the Brigade closed into Dak To on 7 November. We. · drew a boundary and placed the 173d on the west and the Ist Brigade on the west. Also at that time from our Zd Brigade that is operating in Darlac 'Province we alerted our 1/8th Infantry which waB to move into this area ., to join the Ilt Bde, 4th Infantry Division. Rt 5lZ through this area and 

. •.. 

' .. ~ Jr . ., 
the Dak To complex itself presented a security problem. The ARVN aBo'" ... ; sisted us tremendously by providing the 1/42 ARVN Bn for local defense'" · of .this area. the defense of the city of Tanh Canh and their headquarters, .' . and also to secure the bridge west of DakTo. Thus. there has been one. " · ARVNbattalion located with our 1st Bde throughout this operation. In ad- .... , ditioD to securing theDak To area we also had to secure the road from . Dak To to Pleiku. One armor!!d cavalry troop and one tank company was' used for this.niission.' During thi's period one ARVN Airborne Battalion • . the 9th, was fluwn in fromthe Saigon and the Joint Generai Reserve and :, It'\I(as agreed theARVNwould orient themselves to the northeast to go t,o work agains~the l4th NVARegiment. . . , ' :. "'.":;. . 

. ". The 3112ili 'continued working down the ridge lillesouth ofD~k To and .foundtbattbeenemy had defenses about every 1500 to 2000 meters,: they , ..... had. to. do the same thing that I described before-blast them out.' We'd get 'a couplekiliedand kill 10 to 15 NVA each time. This happened on several oCC:&IIions rig~t doWn this ridge line. (YB9715) . . . 
. ',-... '" 

., . The ~/8 Infantry' continued this maneuver through thisgener~l area ',(YB9318) on 7-9 Novelitber. On 9 November it had, I would think, one of . tI;t~,hi.rgest c6ntact'softhe entire war. ·This battalion.had three of its com­. pa.nies in here~Theywere in their night position and were hit by something 'in excess of anNVA battalion .. This went on well into the night andit fin;' ally began to break about. noon the next day. Finally at the end the 3/8th. -', . 
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IniantrycoUnted 232 rfVAkilled. and they lost a total oi2l. . They had' , some companies that Vll'ere badly hurt. The enemy employed mo~tars ". and B-40 rockets. Shrapnel from these weapons produced many wounds. however many of the'se are minor. 80 percent of our people wounded in these operations will ,return to us in anywhere from two weeks to a .. month. . , 

. In ,any event. we ,replaced one company and then moved the 3/8 In­fantry on to the west. After they had punished a hill here (YB90481. very haavily with iI.i r and artillery. two companies moved up witho~toPPo8ition into their night location .. A third company was in the process. of moVing , . in when they gOt hit by another attack and had to fight from on top of·the groUnd.· Thiilbattle went. on again [or the greater part of that clay and part ',of the 'next morning before it was broken uff. In this one we killed 94 of . the- enemy: we lost a 'total of 18., bUl again. we had many wuunded~ . It was "at this ,time this,one co~pany was down to 44 men. We hadanuther com-... ' panydown' to 59. and I believe the largest had only 78. ·W .. did liave some difficulty: getting our wounded evac!-lated. One of the hphcoplp rs went in with,liIup])lin and ammunition; also to lake out dead and wounded. It was hit·bY,a B -40 rocket and it burned all day, sowe COUldn't get ppople ln and out at all. It took us until the next morning before ,we gol the LZ cleared and ou'r dead and, wounded evacuated. 

• . Iil/the ~reasouth of Ben Het the 4/50> Infantry had suffer~dan~-De!' ~£,\Vounded.8o it was replaced by the 1/50lInfantry. The 1/503 In~ ''tantrypushedu(lt to the west. and nul vpry far from.its fire base it too .... 'ran into a very heavy engagement lasting must of th~ day and part of the night: . In this one. they killed 161 and lost 21. ' , ,.-" -

. " 
'. '., .: W~knew wew-ere-golng to h~veto block off this area since there ';was'~Vid~c&. that the·enemy was moVing back through it. The 173d knew' " the area and assaulted the 21503 Infantry into an o.ld fire base are... The ··c;21503~~tabIi'hec:l:a;!Uiwfire base. started moving tothe:westand ran into <;.~r"dic:~gagem.nt8wherethey lost 19 ·of' their people and killed 25 o,t '. ,.;:tbeciJ.lemy •.. ' ~b~u~ th~8 tinj~ General Ros son tnade other forces available . tou.~1112 ,Cavfromthe 1st Cay Division. Initially we employed it in .the 'areaaro~d Dak.To and later deployed two of its .companies toaasist the '. 3(8,lrif~tryUriit/~d lat~r the 2/503. . ,. . ' 

,- ' ... 
. "'It'W'as olt.·th~n:ight'()fli November that we received our first~ortar ',attac:k. ,against Dak To •. ' They put in about 44 rounds. and !ortunate~y it. did 'praciitally no,(jamage~;'Therewel'e two people wounded and three ,vehicles' that bad minor d·arriag~. '(Chart 3) That brings us down to the close of , \ busirl.l!sson the: 12th of November. You remember preVioualy we:had the . - , .. ' 
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9th ARVN:.Airbol'ne Battalion in thi8 area. When the Dak To contact ' 
started bui1di~g up the ARVN Joint Gene-ral 5t8.££, sta.rted 'reinIorc:ing . 

" .the,are~.WitI:iARVN Airborne troops. Th" 9th'ARVN Airborne Bnwas 
. 'pulled out and replaced by the 3dARVN Airborne Battalion •. Also the . 

3/42ARVN'which had been southeast of Dak To along highway 14N was. 
.employed in i.hie area~ . This placed two ARVN Battalions against the' 

.' 

." .. ' 

" .. ~~thhgiment to the n'ortheaet of Tanh Canh. . 
,- '~--: - ." '.' --. - :' {' . 

,::.:::,:--~\" I:la~ to'tht; l~t 'irigade. 4th Di vi8ion, The 3/12 Infantry ~ontinued 1 '.' • .' 

• 'c. ·4)n':d~thi. ridge line. south of Dak. To. and cleaned it out; then it start':' . 
, .eci:bac:kalong thhhighhillline. and it had. another very heavy engage';; 
,;':. me~t' onthi. peak, Hill 1338. We had to u.ethe same tactic we used be .. 
~'~'~-" ,,) , '-. __ '-; . ' '. 0>' - _' • .' - - _ • , ," 

',' ·£ore.ieelthem out, pin them down. hit them withalr and artillery. In 

-:.: . 
. ' .. '-;-

". ;-" 
.". 

.... tha.t~pa.rticu4rbattle we loat 8 people and killed a total of 49. '. Also, the . 
> ' ... 1I8tb:.lVlli'~h had;'come.i,n from Darlac and secured the area east t;lf Tanh .. " ;-; 

:~llIlh; w~8airlt.88aulted into this general area (YB9l012Z) primarily to .. ' 
.'.tabli8h~155 artill~rYba8e. Moving {rom the lire bas.etwo of ' its units 
·irJ.ta..8a.jut~intothi.~10cation (YB957115) t~sweepthis' ar.ea;'-They moved 
Jhrol1gh'the'.are. butd,ldnot establish contact,,'Subeequently,tl1ey deploy~ 

'. " .. 8 to ihij,)area(870100) and, thc{3/lZ Infantry utablished. . 
.mll)rl~:ar . (YB875072). TheJ/8In(antryhad.& rather~edi.~,· 

the ·mortar base-in which we lost four. and killed 10 • 
. 18. Nov~n'l.b.~r.thf! ry,aa it'continued duwnthroughthill:area. 

- . killed 51 and lost 0.': .. 
• outl!/.·~lIith·Jthl.~ee of their t:omp;"ide.:· 

d~;: ..• Lb(·.ut akiloineteraw.y , ...•.. :'. 
lV'<4UWlnjt·.lliloTllUllg, 19 Nu,,~beritWo,.O(': ." ....• ''''.;'>:';,':-; 

'~~~~=.~~~~ti~~~~~t::'~~j?~:;~~~it3~;)7 -.. _ ..... - ran into a' ..... ... tit;';-:, i :',:tc ';~;,''''-. 
-.1 Y:ilWJLea back toi.vatd . . 

.. '~ , 

.X __ ''-' 
':'- , '.' .,', 

'" , : .' 

--_ .. ------_ .. _.-.. --_._--'----_., 



.. . '.", ," ,", .. -.•. ' N· . '. " 

"," 

.- SECRET ( 
~ -;' '," -",' ",: 

"'" . ...-8. J!: CitE l' 

atr.onglYheld. We then threw everything we could put on it the follOWing day; light. medium. heavy artillery at maximum rate. For five hours air strikes were coming in at the rate of -one every 15 to 30 minutes, The 4/503 Infantry still encountered sUff resistence as they moved out •.. On 20 November we had moved the 1/12 Infantry from Darlac Province. This move was possible since General ROBSon had secured the 4/39 Infantry from nFFV to replace it. Two companies of the 1/12 Infantry were made . available to General Schweiter. These companies were moved into an :LZ adjacent to the 2/S03 Infantry (YB7912). The following day the 4/503 '. Infantry and the two companies of the 1/12 Infantry tested Hill 875 and . fOWld it WAS still strongly held. They could have driven in but would have taken some additional casualties. Again we pounded it and the following t day, the 4/503 Infantry on the north and the 1/12 Infantry on the south. drove in against light opposition and ,occupied Hill 875. The Z/503 Infantry in this '. entire operation had 95 peoplekiUed; they killed 279 NVA. The 4./503 In­"'fantry had 18 killed and they killed 43 NVA. It was during this period that we brought in the 1st Brigade. 1st Cavalry Division which General Rosson " had made available. The 2/Sth moved into the area east of Dak To and re­plac~d, its sister battalion, the l/12th Cav. The 1/12th Cav was air assault,:" ed into the DakHodrai Valley to establish a base camp to cut oU the enemy's escape routes and to search out the area. It. was a classic uperation. how­..... ever. there were no enemy there. The 218th Cav moved into the hills to the eutof Tanh Canh and encountered strong enemy defenses .. Theywor~ed.· ,about six days. agaip.blasting them out. In. those six days they lost two .•. andJdlied 22;··.on .. very important thing is that the Z/8th .Gav captured, 'and blew up about ,25 rounds of 57 and 75 millimeter recoilless a=munition Whic.hcoUld have been used in direct fire against Dak To and Tanh Canh. . . '.,' ,"... - . '- '. 
"j; >:'.,TheARVN ~eanwhile had moved northeast of Tanh Canh:The .3/4Zd , '·ARVNestabti.sbedcontacton top of a high peak and saw that. it waS Dtrongly . /ol'tified;·.q the 3d Ail'borne Bn was employed on their left flank and they . toometbea"y'reslsta.nce •. ,. The peak waD worbd over with airandal'tiUery whil&the"ARVNunits 'were l'einfort"ed with another battalion, the 2d ARVN Ai.~borneBattaUoriwhichhad arrivt"d from Saigon; The 3/42dARVN wa.s ... '~U,~a bloc~gPoaition and the Zd and 3d Airborne went to work on the, . hiU. ··.Oneattackedfromthe south and. the other slipped 'around the westside. ,. iandcame inirQD,'I the north. all the while employing air an·d.artillery very .. ' .sld.ll£ully •. '. We supported tm s operation with a.battery of 15Smm which rein­'-!orcedtwoARVN 10Sbattedes •. At lhe end'o{two days when.c·ontact broke, tlie.ARvN had 49of~eir own peopie killed and on the hill cOUnted i47NVA'" -~i(' '. dead; .. ThiD Was.a real fine operation on. the part of the ARVN •. on . the morn­/' .• "int'?£ .the 15th o£November we received eight mortar rounds into the.Oak To 
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complex •. There were three C-130s on the par~ing ramp. They. were tak-· ing out part of the 9th ARVN Airborne Battalion when one of the rounds hit next.to one C-130 and wounded the 9th Airborne Battalion COmI!lander and two other of his people and set the C-130 'on fire. One other C-130 was hit also. It too exploded and began burning. The third one was hit, but did not burn. I happened to be flying overhead at the time and directed a VTR to pull the. C-130 away from ones that were burning. But as the VTR ap­proached I could see the right engine turning and then the left engine. The pilot put the prop. in 'reverse and backed the plane away. It was an out­standing act of gallantry and I sent a note to General Momeyer about hi. pi­lot and crew chief. The two other aircraft were destroyed.' . 

. That evening, atarting about five o'clock, Dak To received a heavier attack. There'wereabout 78 round a that fell generally in the .• ame area all the morning attack butaome of .the roundll hit the ammunition .upply point and fire lipread from one bunker to another and eventually we lo.t about llOO tons of ammunition. Itwaa pretty warm around there with .teelflytng through the air practically all night. However, out of all this action, only three ARVN . and three US were wounded. One of our Sergeant Major. from DIVARTYwa. there and healmo.thad the fire out when one of the pallets of ammunition exploded and a fragment hit him and broke hia leg. At the same time, the hoae on the water truck waa cut which was· extremely unfortunate since the fire had almoat been extinguished. (Chart 4) 

Thisbringa UI down to our present phase. We refer to it all the Ex­ploitation: Phale, and.representa our current di.poaitions. Before going in'-:' to the current dispositiona, there was one other action thatwe took •. We· . had an adveraary move into the Plei Mrong - Kontum area. The 4th Bn, .. ' .' 958 Regiment and. ita my firm conviction that thia battalion had the .rockets and rocket laUncherathat hit Pleiku about a month and a half ago. The bat­tali~~~al movingtntoan ideal place to hit Kontum. We had many allSeta" . .in KontWn.; mmYhellcopter. w4!lre there and we could not alford to lose. . ··them. ·Wetookthe:lllZth Cav and air allSaultedrighton top of where·intel-: Ugence.indiC:at~dthe4/95B wall located. I think the a .. ault was 80 accurate . thatwithl:ll an hour after the battalion landed it received a mortar atta.ck. '. This area is low jungle' butext~emely thick and the battalion was never' . 'able toe.tabliah contilC?t with the 95B Battalion. . . . 

TheARVN made' the last big cbntacts in the Dak To area. The ·Zd aD.d 3d ARVN Airborne Battalion8 started to move north and northwest to Dale To and were join~d by the 7th Battalion. A battalion of Rangers was . '&lsodeployed from Pleiku to work to th.e northwest. The ZZd Ranger Bat- . . . talion had contact here (ZB0314). They lost four people and killed 31. This 
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was a fine;'peration on their part. . . ." 

We were going to put the 1st Cavalry Brigade in the area northeast of Tilnh Cilnhto work adjacent to the ARVN. however, General Rosson had to use the Brigade Headquarters and the 2/8th Cav, so we deployed these units back to Bong Son. The remaining battalion. the l/lZth Cav two days ago air aBBaulted into the area east of Tanh CAnh where they are working at the present time. There was good information that the headquarters of the 24th Regiment was in this area (ZBI425j. The ARVN .. ,Airborne Battalion moved againlt the suspected location of the 24th Regi-' , ment.' The 3d ARVN Airborne Battalion came down 14N. the Zd Airborne Battalion began sweeping southeast and they had almost simultaneous eon';' tact. The Zd Airborne estabUshed contact with what they con'sideredte, be the headquarters of the group which had ambushed a convoy Gf the 3d Battalion. It was a strong contact but they went to work and in this in­'stance killed 72 and 1\l8t 5. The 3d Battalion killed 37 and theylost five. ' 

Asiar as the present phase of the operation is concerned, it ha~ , been one p.riinarily of adjustment. As I indicated, the I/l2th In! was in . the area ,of Hill 87Sworking with the 4/S03d. The Z/S03d In! had been moved back to the Ben Het area to reorganize and refit. ' The 4/S03d lnf . " was then moved back to the general area of Dak To. The I/s03d moved its firehase 'west of the river between Ben Het and Dak To and is now' working to tbenorthwest of the fire base location. 

The3/12th In! whlch had been on the hill (YB8l15)is workil1g thiB areawheretherewa. a NVA rock~t launcher site. We put an arc light . ontop.olthi.8pOsitton. Before this, rocketl were launched from the ' positi\lntowardou~1/8i:n! Fire Bale. The AirborneArtilJ~ryof the 1st Cav reactedhnmecuately and there were rockets botbgoing into and .. 
c:oming auto! ~~Poaition.The 3/12 In! fire base (YB8107) is one f)f the 'mostruged,flrebaseslha:ve ever seen. .There are ironwood tree.,',' " ' the, .. from Stc>:6!4!let~' diameter; B.mboo is S.lo 8 inches thick. It'. 

, 
:.L"-1 

,- ':rough:Plac~ toput.aflre base" but these sOldienestabUshed it. While , " ,nU>v1ngC)ut fr~lJlthefil'e base to the northwest, the 3/12'JllIantry.hada. ".,littlttcontact thereshortly·afterward., The 1/8th lnf air assaulted on Hill '8~5:aDd established another fire base and h working sO,uth, of, thidire, 'bue.'The 3/8thlnfon lONov reacted to<anindicated threat,aian NVA /bj"tialion,ea8t:'of'~14."We could not lose this road undeJ' any circum-stances b'ecause it is QUJ' supply lifeline. The battalion searched the area 'and, !rMldy,tiil'rlt W_,S nothing there. So subsequently the ,3/8 In! ~ook, 
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over th~ n1i •• ion~f the 3/lZ In! and i. contin$g'to .e~rchthe:ridg~' .outh of Dak To. They have uncovered a huge complex built deep in 'a canyon. "The tunnel.; according to Col~nel Joh!lllon. who has been there. are huge caverns. There were hospital areas there along with · eating and .leeping faciUti... Everything to accommodate more than a 'battalion, and it appeared that they intended to .tay. At the pre.ent · time th.3/8thlnl i. in the proceu of de.troying the complex. 

On I Dec,ember Ben Het--where the 2/503 Inf and the 173d Abn' Bn FwdCP •. along with engineer. and .ome artillery are located--was. hit by lZZ rnm J,'ocket. lrom the uea we.t of Ben Het.Monars al'Q '.' were fired from the' south of Ben Het. I was airborne and could se •. " . . them fired in ripple .. -The unit. at Ben Het had 2Z J'ockets land in.id~. of the fire ba.e but did not J'eport any 82mm mortar.: however. I am • .urethey were at lea.t tiring in that direction. We had one man killed and Din. men wounded. We al.o lost one IS5mmhowitzer and had two · .others damaged: We firmly expect they will tryit again and we have ·to be ready for it. . 
. ,:. ".: 

This bring. us to the present. in the operation at Dak To. The chart. will lIunUnarize for you the caaualties on both lIicles (Chan 5). ThbfirlJt one .• howil the enemy 10Illles.. A total of 16" NVA KIA by' / the FWMF. . This ilJ. by body count not by e.timate. The.e were the .qeacl on •• po.itively .een. W. have captured 19 POW IJ and the ARVN . has captllredtbree,. Here ilJ the weapons coUnt; 314 small arms - and most of these aJ'e~47'" which is parto! a new family of weapon ••. 
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·109cr.w .... zovecl\yeaPclll. have been captured feii' a total of 423. Of. ..... '; co,*sethis ha.not been done without ca.ualties to. our own side all you. . ..•. :::,:; "lJe~ here (ChartS) •.. The lilt Brigade had 82ldlled. the 173d Airborne.:.; KIAinc:l~gtbo.i.;th&t w.re killed by.the bomb .total194 •. There aJ'e ., > a fow-other ,uppOrting:wdu:*nalung a total of 290 tIS KIA. the ARVN ' •. -had'J3)dU.d f()i:,atQ~al of .363 friendly·KlA. .... ' :' ',. .' ..... , "."" .. ;' +~:::~':"" ";/:' :~, - ~. :./';:,):Obe thi~Bitha.d.~a:it~ to bring outil! the fact that 1: have pJ'lellent:'" . •. ' \.4the -Sattl. of .Dalt. To, .but per.onally • .froJ!? the Divi.ion point of view. '. ·.·.~oen.e.ralRo.llcln frcimhi. point of View a •.. commanelerof I FOrce . :-:. 'VI~am~;lookeduponthis a.· being the Battle of the Highlandll. . Many , otber:Wng. hlP.ve:beeng!)in·gontodetract us and cau.e UII to. employ our . forc •• el.ewhe*e-(~n 6)~ One of the things they tried to do was to .. ··....,.7 our UfelinebetweeDPleiku and Dak To. '. We had olte ambullh of &n_~n&t.Deer Work p&rty on Hwy 14N just north of Kontum. . FortUnately -weh&cl armor Wtth'theni.We had six killed and we counted 13 enemy -~-.' .' '. '. . . . 
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dead at the anlbuah aite. Later 1n aearcrung the area where we ~d this ARVN had reacted we counted a total ol another 16. We had .another small ambuah in this area in which we lost one tank and had one man wounded. We killed just two ol the NVA. Then another convoy moving from Qui ' . 
Nhon to Pleiku was ~bushed about three milea east of Le Trung. about". 

:,' .,' ,,:t·, 

'" 

. , > .. ', . 
, ....•. 

. six miles east of Pleiku. There were six vehicles destroyed .. The Z/l ." . , Cay reacted very quickly on this one and got into the ambush while it waa still gOingol1.·Theconvoy Itself reacted very well in the sense that they".,},;;, .' drove many olthair trUcks, ofItheroad and down into rice paddicis saving .'" eeveralvehicles.· Thelllat cay flanked the, enemy and we had a headhuit;;,' :i' .' ,'> tel', a BpOtter,lUrcrait, up quickly and the gunships arrived ahortly there.,. " . . .aiter. An lUI' strike _aempJOyed and our exploitation platoon was 011 the , .. , .. ';-" 

.-".: '. 

." groUnd within '30 minutea.'I:t:th~,proceu ol that operation they killed 44 . . ... , '";:. ,. '.' of the enemy and captu:r-8cl five~···.We had Cour killed in the operation. '.·While' ; ,'{;,:.' , '" this wasgaic! one battaUonof~elOl C: Regiment moved into the arealVe.t ., ...•• . ;"X,:" . ,ofHwy 14Eand t,ried toambuah one or ourarmoredcav platoon8.:rhePia~,';;; , .... 'toon reacted verfquii:lclyand slid around in back of theni~' We-had:two,:, " .. ,> , . :mei1ldlleciy' ~owounded. We ldlledtenof thl!!m,and captuz.ed'm?re than ten weapciii. aftdl(, 'packa. .' . .... ....... : ').<"''; , 
~ -.-. ~~ . ."~', ~ •• ,.~ -,'-,. . 'r'" .'-:_, .. ' :"!;"> :.:, ... : !"1-~' <. ,;:.:': Down south' r~ the, .o.riao. area ·we. have our Zd Brigade operating, With .' ,. D ... , ',:, t\III'!)ba'ttallons.,. There ilasbeeJ1 Dne major contact. in which the NV A tried. " ::to.tta.~,a·fll'~b&.e.;Tb~ lIzzIri! killed 25 Qfthern, and haC! two. men ,'.: ' .. 'wo~did.(Cha.,rt 7).·· ;~e' ~t,time'there 1J.a."':. been sm:all:contact~ iii ·t"b.e, .......... . . ::.re~:.rz.thtt;~;;fNcwem&.rtheZdBde1cillc78 and ca.pturedll.Jn';;·· ., .. . 'Pleilc1.1we'.Jiave:killed:.,tOtalof68andCaptuJ'ed' 6~The' C!verall casualth~ •. ,:. ' .. . ' .. " .' (re.1#~-t#in-.~Ji1f:ac~cl~'-:bltheHighhanda:are aa·shownon'.tl1ts last chart.:.~, . . .. ' ;r:'*37":~ernT)dllecl:while'''10.t)l(I. '. That generally.peaking.; gentlem8l1 •. ·· 
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