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. BATTLE FORDAKTO

3

We, along with General Rosson's headquarters were concerned with
what had happened to the 1st NVA Division and its regiments. About the
latter part of October we detected the lst NVA Division just opposite what o
ia called the tri-border area (Chart 1}. The 173d Airborne had been work- B
. ing in this area from June through September and had contacts in June and - - ¥
* July but none subsequent to that time so most of the 173d was redeployed
to Phu Yen Province. . They left behind one battalion; this battalion, the
2/503d Infantry was subsequently replaced by our mechanized battalion,
the 2/8 Infantry. Then when we saw elements of the 1st NVA Division here, .
we replaced the mechanized battalion with the 3/12 Infantry. We had the - -
3/12 Infantry reconnoiter the general area, . Long Range patrols began to. i
pick up enemy movement toward Dak To from the southwest. Also,. agent .
reporta supported our LRRP reports and we knew the NVA were moving. .- ¢
toward Dak To. We reacted immediately and moved our 1st Bde headquar~
~.ters to Dak To on the 29th of October and followed it with the 3/8 Infantry .
ort the 30th, ' Colonel Johnson, Commanding Officer of the lst Brigade em- -
ployed all of the intelligence means he had at his disposal. We had-an air~ - ..~
borne personnel detector - most people call it "'Snoopy" and it can detect
the human scent. And so we detected strong concentrations along in here,
. along in here, and along in here (Chart 1)(Valleys leading toward Dak To 3
“and Ben Het from the southwest). So we knew the NVA were moving in. R

ant in large numbers. Our long Range Reconnaissance Patrols continued

- to pick up movement and I thought Colonel Johnson employed them and all =~ \

- of his intelligence means most skillfully. - He located several aminunition REE
. Btorage areas and other base campa throughout this area. There again, .
~_.another clue. ‘We also used our visual reconnaissance aircraft or head- - -
- huntars, and Red-Haze, which is an infra-red device, to detect fires at - O
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7. So we knew these people were moving in. - Then on the second of No-

. .vember, one of the members of a 50 man recon party from the 66th Regi~

.. ment turned himself in at the village of Dak Ri (YB969217). . He had quite a -

_ fantastic tale to. tell.’ 'As a matter of fact, there were a lot of people who -

disbelieved him because he knew too much, But he said that the 66th Regi~
' ment was moving from the southwest generally towards Ben Het; the 32d° -

.~ wae moving from the southwest generally towards Dak To; the 32d was to. .

- cover the attack made by the 66th. The 174th, which had been north in the
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-7~ in the Dak To area in the month of June. Two companies from the 3/12 " e
T started pushing up the ridge and they encountered a very strong NVA posi- -
.. i tion (YB9916). They tested it and found they couldn't take it without exces-" .
i -sive casualties, -so they backed off and started pounding it with artillery . .0
. .andtac air, . They'tried it again and were still met by strong opposition.. .
" And 80 we used as much artillery as we could put on it; also 40 air strikes, " -
-~which included 24 sorties of thousand pound.bombs with deiayed -action fuses, -
. With this support the <companies were able to move in, but I'm sure they = .
killed many more than we were able to count. Many of the NVA were cover~ .
‘ed by the bornb damage, ' Also, it was evident that the NVA had dragged away
‘ quite a few. in'that engagerhent. We lost four and killed 13 NVA. The 3/8 - s
. ‘established a fire base on this hill (YB933188) and air aassaulted into the ridge -
- line to the south {YB8J14) to work west along the ridge. They had one con-
" tact as they movéd in this general area in which they killed Il and lost 4.

B ‘g"enc'y-' force, He also sald that the 24th Regiment, whick had been well

L. 24th ‘Regiment coming from the north, All forces were under the lst
T NVA Division located just inside the border. All of our intelligence .
.- -indicated that what he said was correct. And to be very honest with _

. you, we followed this thing through and it is exactly the way it worked . o

-, Infantry was placed to.the southwest of Dak To also on the high ground.
.+ General Rosson made available at that time one battalion of the 173d Air-
- . borne Brigade, the 4/503d Infantry which we attached to our lst Brigade -
- . and 1t was put at Ben Het. Ben Het is to be the new location of the '.CIDG_' '
~ Camp naow located at Dak To. The cam 8if

I & concentration of engineers and road clearing equipment at Ben Het. - : '
.~ The 4/503d Infantry was directed to move south from Ben Het.

) . The first contact in the "Battle for Dak To'* took place ;on_t}ié- high
.7 ridge due south of here. It is only about two to three hundred meters _ L
"+ from one of the largest engagements which the 1734 Airborne Brigade had .

o

‘ 'Dai:'Sea.ngla;'-e_a had 'x-;{oved down along the border area to act as’ rein- .

forcement in the event the other unita got in trouble - sort of a contin-

to the north and northeast of Dak To, was going to move. down to hit the L E
Dak To area. He stated that the 40th Artillery Regiment was split to §
-Support both the two regiments coming in from the southwest and the
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out ir_x this_ent'ife operation, with one minor exception.

L
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" To éncbu.f_u_:éf the immediate threat, Colonel Johnson d'e.pib_frptdrthe'f . U

3/12 Infantry to the ridge line immediately south of Dak Tc and the 3/8

- n“l"'u‘:'i.\n.. 'I"J('"-. S by v

R P is being placed in a position to = :
maintain better surveillance of the border. At this time. there is quite .. -~
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. The 4/503 Infantry was deployed with three companies moving scuth
from Ben Het and on the morning of 6 November all three companies had
simultanecus contact. Concurrent with that, Colonel Johnson had air as-
saulted the remaining compaay on top of this hill (YB853187). They had
plastered the hill well and we found out later they had actually driven the
enemy off the hilltop.. So the company landed without opposition. But not .

more than 30 minutes after they landed tliey had NVA al] around them,

The NVA had all-around defenses here and a large base camp. This bat-
tle went on most of the night and part of the following morning. And by

the time it finished the 4/503 Infantry had lost 16 people and they killed 2~ -

. total of 104. That brings us up to the end of what we might call the first .

.- phase in which we had just the 1st Brigade employed. The next phase.takes’
~ place from 7 through 12 November. (Chart 2), On the 5th of November,

- General Rasson had made the remainder of the 173d Airborne Brigade -

* available to us, and the Brigade closed into Dak To on 7 November, We
.drew a boundary and placed the 173d on the west and the 1st Brigade on the:

- west., Also at that time from our 2d Brigade that is operating in Darlac

‘Province we alerted our 1/8th Infantry which was to move into this area

to join the I3t Bde, 4th Infantry Division. Rt 512 through this area and
the Dak To complex itself presented a security problem, The ARVN agw -
‘eisted us tremendously by providing the 1/42 ARVN Bn for ‘local defense

.- of this area, ‘the defense of the city of Tanh Canh and their.headquarterej.
. ..and also to secure the bridge west of Dak To. Thus, there has been one

L ARVN'iba'._ttaHdn,l_oi:ated with our lst Bde throughout this operation. ‘In ad- -Tf"i "

L Dak To to Pleiku. One armored cavalry troop and one tank company was

dition to securing the Dak To area we also had to secure the road from

- used for this mission,” During this period one ARVN Airborne Battalion,

‘the 9th,"_.was. flown in from the Saigon and the Joint General Reserve and
7 it'was agreed the ARVN would orient themselves to the northeast to go to x
. work against the 24th NVA Regiment. - S T

. had to.do the:same thing that I described befo re-blast them out. We'd get . e -
. Y cduple"killéd and kill 10 to 15 NVA each time. This happened on several
' ;.--.-i:_pgéaaionq' right down this ridge line, (YB9T15) ‘ R 2

a2 The 3/8 _Iﬂf.énttfjfcohtinued'this mé.ne.uvtir th

I The 3/12thcont1nued working down the ridge line south of Dak To and

und that the enemy had defenses about every 1500 to 2000 meters; they

rough this lgéne'ra'tl area

. {YB9318) on 7-9 November. On 9 November it had, I would think, one of

" the largest contacts of the entire war. -This battalion had three of its com~ -
A . paniea in here." They wers in their night position and were hit by something -

e ‘4n.excess of an NVA battalion. ' This went on well into the night and it fin-

. PAGE 4 OF 1] PAGES
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Infantry counted 232 NVA killed, and they lost a total of 21, Theyhad' . -~
some companies that were badly hurt. The enemy employed mortars .
and B-40 rockets. Shrapnel from these weapons produced many wounds,
however many of these are minor. 80 percent of our pecple wounded

. in these operations will return to us in anywhere from two weeks toa

*‘month, T

L I.nany évent, we replaced one company and then movéd the 3/8 In- e
fantry on to the west. After they had punished a hill here (YB9048), very
heavily with air and artillery, two companies moved up without opposition

~ into '.ﬂ'gei_r night location.. A third company was in the process of
" in when they got hit by another attack and had to fight from on to

moving. .
p of the

L ground. - This battle went on again for the greater part of that day and part L

Coof the next morning before it was broken off. In this one we kill

_the enemy: we lost a total of 18, byt again, we had many wounded, It was
_“at this time this one company was down to 44 men. We had anuther com-
- < pany down to 59, and I believe the largest had only 78. We did have some
‘went in
. It was
‘and it burned all day, so we couldn’t get people in °
. and out at all. It took us until the next morning befare we got the LZ .

e diffiéulfy,-g'et'ting b_u_r wounded evacuated, One- of the h_ehcople:js
. i with supplies and ammunition; also to take out dead and wounded
. hit'by a B-40 rocket

. ;i cleared and our dead and wounded evacuated,

o Inthe area _.;.lqutji of Ben Het the4/503 _Inf'aht.ry'ha.d_‘ suffei-'éé a num..
~ ber of:wounded, so it was replaced by the: 1/503 Infantry. The 1/503 In.
. ,":faht;yr'ﬁhshe'd'out to the west, and not very far fromits fire base it too

. Tan into a very heavy engagement lasting must of the day and part of the .

.. might.” In this one they killed 161 and lost 21 ..

e w.gknew weweregomg to have ,to_Bl’b?’:k_ off this ar'é'a,'si_nc‘e'

:{-3: -ﬁ;i':.-é)éaf‘éﬁridénbé;th'at the ‘enemny was moving back through it.”  The 173dknew

the enemy. ~About this time General Ros son made other forces available .
tous= 1/12 Cav fromithe lst Cav Division. Initially we employed it inthe . -

ed 94 of

area around Dak.To and later deployed two of its companies to assist the "= ..l

+:3/8 Infantry unit, and later the 2/503..

U Tt was. oﬁ‘ﬁﬁ?'ﬁight-‘"@f 12 November that we réceivéd'giur'fi'is"t-p;orté,f
~.attack.against Dak To.. They put in about 44 rounds, and fortunately it did
- practii ' ' people wounded and three vehicles

.~ that had minor damage.” {Chart 3) That brings us down to the close of
4% business on the:12th of Novemnber. You remember previously we had the -

. ‘practically 6. Héi:’:a ge.

“There were two
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'.'~"pu.11ed out ‘and replaced by the 3d ARVN Airborne Battalion, - Also the

employed in thxa area.' Thia placed two ARVN Battalions agamst the : ook
s 34th Regunent to the northeaat of Tanh Canh. Lo TR

S -,ﬁ_ll8th whu:h had coma in from Darlac and aecured the area east of Tanh

-_ 9th:A.RVN,Airborne Battahon in thls area When the Dak 'To contact- -
. -started building up the ARVN Joint General Staff-started remforcmg
-the: area with ARVN Airborne troops. The 9th ARVN Aj rborne Bn was ..

3/42 ARVN which had been southeast of Dak To along highway 14N was )'

_ Back to the lst Bngade. _4th Dwmxon. The 3/12 Infa.ntry continued .
on:down tlns ndge line scuth of Dak To, and cleaned it out; then it ata.rt--
ed: back along this: high hill line, and it had another very hea.vy engage-~ S
-'_‘:Jment on'this peak, Hill 1338, We had to usé the same tactic we used be~ °
fore; feel them out, pm them down. hit them with air and artiuery In RN
" that particular battle we lost 8 people and killed a total of 49. Also, the N 7

C_anh, was. mr aasaulted into this general area (YB910122) pnmarxly to
efabliah a 155 artillery base, Moving from the fire base two of its u.mts -
‘iz uaaulted into this loca.tion (YB957115) to sweep ‘this area. I “They moved

t_hrough. the:area but did: ‘not establish contact;’ Subsequently, they deploym v
ed two. companien to t]:ua area (870100) and the 3712 Infantry established .
‘#.mortar base here (YB875072). The 1/8. Infa.ntry had a rather’ medium
‘.sxz;ad eontau:t nea.r the mortar base m wh:ch we lost four a.nd kxlled 10. T

H i The folluwmg mormng, 19 Nuvember. two_of
‘the o.mpan e:u moveé_ out_ rtowarcl the h:ll}a.nd jthey ran mto a strong rea-
is an - ' :

ot sy Lnawne
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strongly held. We then threw everything we could put on it the following
" day; Hght, medium, heavy artillery at maximum rate. - For five hours
" air strikes were coming in at the rate of one every 15 to 30 minutes, The
4/503 Infantry still encountered stiff resistence as they moved out... On
20 November we had moved the 1/12 Infantry from Darlac Province. This
move was possible since General Rosson had secured the 4/39 Infantry
from OFFYV to replace it. Two companies of the 1/12 Infantry were made
“._available to General Schweiter. These companies were moved into an
'LZ adjacent to the 2/503 Infantry (YB7912). The following day the 4/503
.+ Infantry and the two companies of the 1/12 Infantry tested Hill 875 and
..~ found it was still strongly held. They could have driven in but would have
‘taken some additional casualties, ‘Again we pounded it and the following
o day the 4/503 Infantry on the north and the 1/12 Infantry on the south, drove EN
"+ ' in against light opposition and occupied Hill 875. The 2/503 Infantry in this . 3
... entire operation had 95 people killed; they killed 279 NVA. The 4/503In- - .: L
- fantry had 18 killed and they killed 43 NVA. It was during this period that
... we brought in the lst Brigade, lst Cavalry Division which General Rosson
- had made available. The 2/8th moved into the area east of Dak To and re-
.~ . placed its sister battalion, the 1/12th Cavy, The 1/12th Cav was air assault- - 7%
+ . ed into the Dak Hodrai Valley to establish a base camp to cut off the enemy's =~ &
: - escape routes and to search out the area. It was a classic uperation, how~

. ever, there were no enemy there. The 2/8th Cav moved into the hills to-the . . 2

" east of Tanh Canh and encountered strong enemy defenses. "They worked
.-, about six days, again, blasting them out. In those six days they lost two .. .
""" and killed 22."-One very important thing is that the 2/8th Cav captured, =~ * ;
", :/and blew up about 25 rounds of 57 and 75 millimeter recoilless ammunition . .-
. which'could have been used in direct fire againat Dak To and Tanh Canh. .~ )

4+ v The ARYN meanwhile had moved northeast of Tanh Canh. ‘The 3/42d = .

: ARVN established contact on top of a high peak and saw that it was strongly - -
" fortified,” s¢ the 3d Airborne Bn was employed on their left flank and they = -
+too met-heavy resi stance. The peak was worked over with air and artillery
5. while.the ”ARVN units were reinforced with another battalion, the 2d ARVN -~
- Airborne-Battalion which had arrived from Saigon:. The 3/42d ARVN was
* put in a blocking position and the 2d and 3d Airborne went to.work on the

a.ndcame ig‘-frét_xjfn_‘thé'.'po'x;h, all the while employing air and. artillery very - . .
~siilifully. We supported this operation with & battery of 155mm which rein~ -

- forced two ARVN 105 batteries. At the end of two days when contact broke,
:ﬁ"i;llg‘_l".",df the 1_5;1&; @I'»quei'hbér we received eight mbrtai'_ rounds into the Dak To
PAGETOFMEAGES o
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- hill." One attacked from the south and the other slipped around the west side IR

Be. ARVN had 49 of their own people killed and on the hill counted 247 NVA - -
'dead, ‘This was'a real fine operation on the part of the ARVN, .On the morn-~ = <. 53




complex, 'I_‘here ‘Qrere_ three C-130s on the parki'ng rarhp. The)-r."wér; fak.‘_ PR

~ - - - . - )
R 0 . s o :""'. ' s ! m

ing out part of the 9th ARVN Airborne Battalion when one of the rounds hit
next to one C~130 and wounded the 9th Airborne Battalion Commander and
two other of his people and set the C-130 on fire, One other C-130 was hit
also. It too exploded and began burning. The third one was hit, but did
not burn. I happened to be flying overhead at the time and directed a VTR
‘to pull the C-130 away from ones that were burning. But as the VTR ap-_
proached I could see the right engine turning and then the left engine. The

~ pilot put.the props in reverse and backed the plane away. It was an out-

.. standing act of gallantry and I sent a note to General Momeyer about his pi- -

lot and crew chief. The two other aircraft were destroyed. REETEE I

That evening, .ltlrti_.ng about five o'clock, Dak To received a.'h.éa.Vi-:efr' ORI

. “-a.tt:u.:k. There were about 78 rounds that fell generally in the same area as :
the morning attack but some of the rounds hit the ammunition supply point
.and fire spread from one bunker to another and eventually we loat about 1100  : °

" tons of ammunition. It was pretty warm around there with steel flying through i
- the air practically all night. However, out of all this action, only three ARVN . . §

and three US were wounded. One of our Sergeant Majors from DIVARTY was -’
. there and he almost had the fire out when one of the pallets of ammunition -
. exploded and a fragment hit him and hroke his leg. At the same time, the
. hose on the water. truck was cut which was. extremely unfortunate since the
' fire had almost been extinguished. (Chart 4) ' S a

" This brings us down to our present phase. We refer to it as the Ex~ .

'ploita.gi"dﬁ_'_ Phase, and .represents our current dispositions. Before going in- -~

 to the current diapositions, there was one other action that we took. We
. ha.d an adver',aa':y move into the Plei Mrong - Kontum area. The 4th Bn, .
~ /95B Regiment and its' my firm conviction that this battalion had the rockets ..
- and rocket launchers that hit Pleiku about a month and a half ago. The bat-. -
. "talion was moving into an ideal place to hit Kontum. We had many assets .
. im Kontum; nihhf::hglic'ﬁptg'ra were there and we could not afford to lose . ...
B ; them. .- We took: the 1/12th Cav and air assaulted right on top of where intel- . .

ligence indicated the ‘4/95B was located. I think the assault was so accurate . .. :

.. that within an hour after the battalion landed it received a mortar attack, |
. . 'This area is low jungle but extremely thick and the battalion was never '
~‘'able to establish contact with the 95B Battalion. S T

© ..” The ARVN madé the last big cbntacts in the Dak To area. The 2d . .
and 3d ARVN Airborrie Battalions started to move north and northwest to
. - Dak To and were joined by the 7th Battalion. A battalion of Rangers was = .
" dlso deployed from Pleiku to work to the northwest, The 22d Ranger.Bat- - .
. -talion had contact here (ZB0314). They lost four people and killed 31. This

g
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.~ on top of this position. _ aun : s
.-, position toward our 1/8 Inf Fire Base.  The Airborne Artillery of the lst - -
~~_Cav reacted immediately and there were rockets both going into and ... .
. - coming out of the position. - The 3/12 Inf fire base (YB8107) is one of the Sl
“‘most rugged fixe bases I'have ever neen. - There are ironwood trees e
- there from 5 to'6 feet in diameter. .Bamboo is 5 to 8 inches thick. It's. =~ .~

. PAGE9 OF ILPAGES .

was 'a_-!,'ine' ‘bpﬁi-gﬁoxi Aoﬁ.'-their part.

We \#éi’e going to put the lst Cavalry Brigade in the area _no:tl_it:aa(s't

 of Tanh Canh to work adjacent to the ARVN, however, General Rosson |
- had to use the Brigade Headquarters and the 2/8th Cav, so we deployed

these units back to Bong Son. The remaining battalion, the 1/12th Cav

" two days ago air assaulted into the area east of Tanh Canh where they .

are working at the present time. There was good information that the
headquarters of the 24th Regiment was in this area (ZB142 5). The ARVN

.Airborne Battalion moved against the suspected location of the 24th Regi- . . -
- ment,  The 3d ARVN Airborne Battalion came down 14N, the 2d Airborne. ‘

- Battalion began sweeping southeast and they had almoast simultaneous con« -
‘tact. The 2d Airborne established contact with what they considered to ..

be the headquarters of the group which had ambushed a convoy of the 3d B

'~ Battalion. It was a strong contact but they went to work and in this in-
- atance killed 72 and lost 5. The 3d Battalion killed 37 and they lost five. .

- As t‘a.r a‘l-,'the'pr'e'sent pha'ae' bf the operation is .coric'e:‘-n'-e_d.'? if has

. been one primarily of adjustment. As I indicated, the 1/12th Inf was in .
" the area-of Hill 875 working with the 4/503d. The 2/503d Inf had been . - - .7 -

. moved back to the Ben Het area to reorganize and refit. The 4/503dInf . -~ w
* was then moved back to the general area of Dak To, The 1/503d moved - . iR
its fire'base west of the river between Ben Het and Dak To and is now .ol
‘working to the northwest of the fire base location. e :

% The'3/12th Inf which had been on the hill (YB3215) is working this

area where there was a NVA rocket launcher site. We put an arc light
' Before this, rockets were launched from the

~#'a’rough place to putafire base, but these eoldiers established it. While. ..
moving out from the fire base to the northwest, the 3/12 Infantry hada - .-
-1 little contact there shortly afterward, The 1/8th Inf air assaulted on Hill
. 7835, and established. another fire base and is working south of the fire., =
. 'base.. “The 3/8th Inf on 20 Nov reacted to an indicated threat of‘an NVA
- 7 “battalion. east'of Hwy 14,  We could not lose this road under any circum- < !
| stances because it is our supply lifeline. The battalion searched the area °

.

-~ and, frankly, there was nothing there. So subsequently the 3/8Inf took, . . -
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- south of Dak To. They have uncovered a huge complex built deep in
8 canyon., The tunnels, according to Colonel Johnson, who has been

~ there, are huge caverns. There were hospital areas there along with

.eating and sleeping facilitiea. Everything to accommodate more than

© @’battalion,” and it appeared that they intended to stay. At the presént

; _time the _3[8&1__1}& is in the process of destroying the complex.

 On 1 December Ben Het--where the 2/503 Inf and the 173d Abn

Bh Fwd CP, along with engineers and some artillery are_locat'&d--—waa: )

hit by 122 nun rockets from the area west of Ben Het. Mortars also

were. fired Irq;h the south of Ben Het. I was airborne and could see - _
' them fired in ripples. The units at Ben Het had 22 rockets land inside

of the fire base but did not report any 82Zmm mortars; however, Iam -
_ . surethey were at least firing in that direction. We had one man killed
.~ and nine men wounded. We also lost one 155mm howitzer and had two
. others. damaged.  We firmly expect they will try it again and we have ..

__to be ready forit. -

.. This brings us to the present, in the operation at Dak To. 'The

charts will summarize for you the casualties on both sides (Chart 5).
. -This first one shows the enemy losses. A total of 1644 NVA KIA by .
. 7 the. FWMF." - This is by body count not by estimate. These were the -
. dead ann_positivelyjegn, We have captured 19 POWs and the ARVN

“bas captured three.  Here is the weapons count; 314 small arms - a.ncl L
~_most of these are AK47's, which is part of a new family of weapons, -

B - 109 crew-served Weapons have been captured for a total of 423, Of.

i course this has not been done without casualties to our own side as you g
.-+ ses here (Chart 5).. The lst Brigade had 82 killed, the 173d Airborne ..

a - KIA including those that were killed by the bomb total 194, There are -

*a total of363£riend1yKIA.

B ‘Vi’:_ﬁltﬁyﬁ;;."loélgg';l‘f‘fijpbli_::t_hiu-{u-bb_infg the Battle of the Highlands. 'Many . . i
o other things h}:;’irf_éibée;i""géing:onstp'det_rii:t. us ‘and cause us to employ: our-

. forces elsewhere (Chart 6). One of the things they tried to do was to

S #ever our lifeline between Pleiku and Dak To. We had one ambush of - .

- . 'an’englneer work party on Hwy 14N just north of Kontum, ~Fortunately o '
" we.-had armor with ‘theri.  'We had six killed and we counted I3 enemy = = .

Py

‘- ‘_'-'f‘:'f‘?éGE-._loQf"ﬁff’#ﬁﬁ?’i1_'. A

. over the ﬂ,lii'l"_li'bﬁ:af the 3/12 Inf and is continuing to B‘e;.rkclﬁ.'the‘li-idg'é'—b"-..i-‘__;i.

© 7.8 few other supporting units making a total of 290 US KIA. The ARVN .

4% ‘One thing th tlwa.nted to‘ b::':il.:;g_c‘vuf'\ib- the fact that I_',I.:i‘i}e' ﬁrase_ut;..‘if
ed the Battle of Dek To, but personally, from the Division point of view, -0
and Genersl Rosson from hia point of view as.commander of I Force - -~
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dead at tha ambunh site. Later in searclung the area where we a.nd the
ARVN had. reacted we counted a total of another 16. We had another smal]
ambush in this area in which we loat one tank and had one man wounded, o
We killed just two of the NVA. Then ancther convoy moving from Qui : LT
- Nhon to Pleiku was ambushed about three miles east of Le Trung, about . ;
. six miles east of Pleiku. There were six vehicles destroyed. The 21 -
-~ .. Cav reacted very quickly on thia one and got into the ambush while it was
still going on. :The: convoy itself reacted very well in the sense that they
-drove many of .their truckl off the road and down into rice paddies saving
" several vehicles, €.2/1at Gav flanked the. enemy and we had a heatﬂmn-
. 'ter, a spotter alrcra.ft, ap quickly and the gunships arrived shortly thore-j—
. | after. - An. air.strike was emp.loyod and cur exploitation platvon was on the'= i
. ground within 30 minutes. * In the process of that operation they killed 44
©i . of the enemy and captured five. -We had four killed in the operation.’ Whj.le
©.:..this was going one battalion of’ ﬂze 101 C: Regiment moved into the area west -
. of Hwy 14E and tried to ambush one of our armored cav platoons, - A_The“pla'- -
j"_;”_‘toon reacted: very quickly and slid around in back of them. ’We;ha'.dl'-‘fwo;_i-.‘:
- imen kil.led, two wounded, Wc kined ten of them, an ired m
o .:.-'ten weaponl and 26 packs..— v

ST Down lonth in the Darhc arel we ha.ve our Zd Bngade operating, mfh :
2 two battanom. “There ha- been nne m ajor comtact in which the NVA tried ke
e attack a fire baase." '-'The ez Inf killed 25 of ‘them, and had two: men -
*‘._~'.w01mdad (Chart .0 e that time there have been small contacts in the
- arem. Inthe month of Novembor the 2d'Bde. hlled 78 and capturedll. ‘In
'Pldku we have. killed: *-tota} of 68 and captured 6. The: overall casualties

resulﬁng from’ onlyﬂactiom in the Highhnda are as- shown on this last chart
l374_,¢nemy"}dllad whila we loit 10_ That ' '
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