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• .. 8I!J321/Gf'1259Z JAN fiB eTs) "';";:""(:"::': . 
. ~ ... " '".. .,~. ,.-." ~',.-. --:~,',::i,~~·:·,::;:::i!<:;,'-::j~<~:~'f·~~:,::~,;~)~,gi.",At.~:-. ,'" ".','. .,,' 

1. I lAVE JUST RrrURNED rROM A 'ISITII1. :GOERAL CUSHHAtJ 
. . .- ~ ,..... -~: ,.. ,..,. . -,". ". ," '., "'; .... ', ,',": \:-i;,\j\',~i:i:::.:~;~:-:#";':-?;:.~';,.y ~;, '_,_.:\c"> '._"''''''M :'. -, .-. ""., _ -,_ ... .r .:--: .... ~. . 

DURING WHICH WE DISCUSSED CONTINGENCY PLANS lOR REINFORCING IHE SANH 
. -- .. ,.~ .... " '". -., '.' . .... ._~._ '.. .. ... ._"'.,. -... :~ ,,, .. _.:._ ',' ... -. '" ... :., ...... :. .: ..... , '":':~:~~ii~:?~(i;iit;-;;~ii!$;!Wr~ '~jf,,:":;:~:- :~",',,;,",~:, .. '- ;':.:,o .... ~. -,.'~,"~~,,: .. -" :' ::, .. , ... ;~ :'; , 

AND THE I eTZ WHICH IS PERTINENT TO YOUR INQUIRY IN REF A. CENERAL 
• .,. .' " .... ,~ , .. ' " ... ; ... _" ... ,,, .,;,.. ,,, ':,.,:.-, .. ,.~ ~.;.~.:~~;,/:;./·:~r~~t~.~f4ft~{:.' .;;.~:::.;.,~,:.,,;; <~ :~?"":;--.. <... 0<..... ~',;..... '. 

CUSHMAN HAS TWO USMC BNS (1tEINF) !N KHESANHNOW AND CONTINGENCY 
.' 0'" • • •• , ___ • .'~,-.- ... _ ........ _ ... _ ....... ,._, ._..... _ •• ~_ ... _.-_:~::.;~,~'.:l<.~\~~,:~':~i\ .. ~R.~~;.~~'··!K;;\_::}.~i::.:-:,:':'.: •. . ::.~ ... , ..... ~' 

PLANS FOR AOGMENTING THIS rORCE WITH AN ADDitiONAl. 'YSNC BN ON EIGHT 
• , ' . . " ~ __ '?:" ';- .,,~r(:·:"':·~::it\):~~(~¥·\~~::·!:·;>·'~';';";'.";:' .. :' '_ • ,.' .. -";'" ... /:. . 

HOUR NOTICE, rOLLOWED BY A ~ECOND !If ON TIIJE~VE,ROURNOTICE, AND BY 
" .. .. ,' '" .' : ~: •.. ,:_''-/: ':'.::;':.::>' '.~\J{~\·:-:~'~~;~~'}·:»':· .. f:);:'; '.~' .-_~. . " .... " _'. t.· 

SLF FORCES • ADDITIONALLY, AND AS ARESU:LT_!f .. ~fE,ABOVEDISGUSSION, 
. . ,'.~.';~> .,:.~~·".-~.::>~",,;::~'~:\~·~:-i-j·~i"·: ,<.: :';':"> 'I" '" . 

I HAVE DIRECTED RIM AS A MATTER OF FIRST PRIORITY TO ALERT A BRIGADE 
._" • '. . .', . -' '. _ . <.:_:~f_'-',;:~~~~,:~i:~; l::';I;,~,::·\:,~~;~:· )~rr;~(r~:,i:'i,,:~';~~t~,'('-: ;>, "._ "-'. .- -:- .. 

OF THE AHERICAL DIVISION '1'0 MOVE ~NTOTIJE,!~I~t~IAIAR£A.THIS 
. • .,.~' ., ......., --.".' .·:, .. _-·-::.:,::·:,."·.';:'";·'~':i~:~·,_'~i,,:;-':ii;~;,' ... '4 ....... :.' . 

CAN BE DONE QUICKLY WITH FIXED WING O. IOTARY.~IN~ AIRCRAFT. 
_. , ,-:"- .. ! .'. " '.,," .' 

2. ASA SECOND PRIORITY WE ARE PREPARED TO REINFORCE I CTZ IN 
. : , '.- .,. :'-',,; ::.~ ''-.':''/ ,-".::,' . "'. - . ' ',' " 

THE HUE/PHU BAI, DANANG, OR eHU UI AREAS .. ,~N~,ATPRIORITY WITH ANOTHER 
. " '.. '. _.' '. :-""_:"''- ... v:'~~ <,·)4:<:,,:· ... <.;.--:~-:.i·:~~.: .. -':·,~:'>t: .. -.··,.:..;.': ... "_,C'" , ... ' 

BDl, EITHER FROM THE 101ST AIRBORNE DIVISIONGR ~M THE 1ST CAV DIV 

<AM). - • 
. :.,.' . 

3. ADDITIONAL ACTIONS ONDERWAY INC~tlDE THE fOLLOWING', . . "-' -', .' , . . ~.,~ " , 

A. A.S THE ROK MARINE BRIGADE MOVES INTO THE DANAN!: TAOR, , 
ELEl'ItNTS OF THE 1 Sf MARINE DIVISION ARE BEING RELlASED FOR J)[PLOYHINT 

, ' , . '.- . . . .. .. . 

NORTH OF AI-VAN PASS. THIS IN TURN IS RELEASING ELEMENTS OF THE 3D 

COpy LBJ LlllRAi{Y 



. ~",.-' "' .... ,.~..:. ··'·'·'" ... -..',;"--,'- .. ··,..,,·"'"_"T"·l' ....... "" ........ _'"""'"'.~,. ___ .~ ......... __ , __ .'_.~._ ",_ • ."., _~. _', '" 
~ , - .. , 

- TOP.· SECRET; ,..... .' 
. ',' <. . ,~ 

.,,.', 

~INE DIVISION rOR MOVEMERT INtO Qt1ANG':TRl~ROviNCt~ TWO sHS or THE 
,.. ,- ... -. " ... ..'.' • :'- ., ", ," ,.. ".- ••• ....... '" _h .... ~, .. ':,:'.;,>;;'_,t·:~.~t\:~~~\~.X~:{-C:i~~:i;:~:~,n,{~'~~)\'\ .. ,,i,,,,,::~;, ,;' .. , ..... ,,, ... ~_,' ... :' .'::, , .. _ •.. 

&OK MARINE BDE HAVE 2I:OHPLETED THEIR MOVEMEHT 'AND roUR 'IINS or THE 1ST 
~c -. ,. • . ' .•. : r :i\4~,~,::.;!'~;l~;;.:;~4J:.'Ylk/t~~):,~~,:~,;: ':'-:':~t:~i.\ " ':, : _ ."~::"'~" . ~ .. ,',. ",;,~ ,. 
MARINE IIV ARE NOW NORTH or AI~VAN PASS.''l'HISloV!WILLIE COMPLETl 

' ... ".:. --.... '. '" '-. ". -'"'''' ... . .... " ..... ,;" ........ _:,'. ". " .. -.,,',," .. ::' ,<: .. ·"~!::;::~;:·~41'f~-ii~i.~"i:rt.~:t~~?~V:1:';;\!,\': \' ,,;<:,.: .. ' .... ',,', .\:':' ,._"..... .. ~ : "" \' ... ;./.' 0' .. ' • ~ 
Br 31 JAN WITH FOUR 10K INS' IN THE DANANG,1AORAND"'IVE 1ST MARINE,IIV 

BHS NORTH or TIE PASS~,. .SJ(4,~;;:~11'ij;i~\r>",;..· ..... . 
B. THE JGS.HAS .AGREID TO DEPLOY .t Tr OrTWOABN INS TO I CTZ 

.:;. ::; - _'. " .7'" ,', ' " , ' .. _ •• 

OIA l' JAN 68 BRINGING TO rOUR THE MuMaER.r'DvIf'~·. BNS IN I c:TZ •. 
• • !,,', .':, • ..- .,.;.' :,': :,;~, --, ";', ,.'. ~ ; .. - , , • 

c. WE ~E DEVELOPING PRIORITY TAlIZETS .JOPN,RUt:AlU, 1m" B) 
. . '. ~ " '.: .' ,'" .~'-·<~;,~;~t,;:_(..~;~:'~Ft~<:::~>'://1~;:::.:;,_ .. ,:.-,-: ", ,.'... .. • . : 

FORA SUSTAINED ARC LIGHT CAHPAIGN,IU~,HENTED .. BY)·U AIR, BEGINNINt: 
.- .,. • '. o. ,, __ ,," ~' • -,. ):;'.;{;{,~./t':.;<~.~:'r. ":;-f~.l':.t:'~~;:'P~f:C" .:_~: __ ., " -- . .'. >',_ . 

NOT LATER THAN 11 JAN. WE PLAN TO CONClNTRAtE 'ITAlms IN RVN PRIOR 
• ," - .' ',:,::{i'",;'-';\;'.,'~3,~t';;~:"f ;.:~(:' t ,;,~ :;j\:":',:;':"''' "~,' " 

'TO TET 11TH APPROXIMATELY'" PERCENT 8R IIIIOREOr llUit TOTAL EFrORT.DURING 
. . . . . -- '.. .. ' . . ,.' . . . . . " .. : .' ... :,"~::~::;~';~:\~(~::::,;;.:I.;:.~~::,,~:;"~!~~J:',:!)~~'~~,,_ . ,:-" ,:;.: ..... ,: .. : ... : _n "' ...... : ..... < .. 

AND FOLLOWING m CEASE FIRI WE WILL n~I~TARGETS, IN UOS. THIS OP~ 
.. ,,,~-,-,. - ,. ... -- .~ ...... ; :........ _ .. -- ....... " ",. "'-"" .... : ....... ". :.-- --" .. ·· .. · .. (~:·~~::i:~::(-·:':'t-t:i,;t~,~:,~,r\;,_',;U~,;i~;,;~:-~t::;::':, .:;: .' "._-, ... ::~.--:-,. __ :' '.-: . 
ERATION (NIAGARA) ALSO INCLUDES A SLAIIT~~~ERA~~.~NIN THE JOIE SANK 

',-. " .. "'.- . :;:-}:'.t::;\/,'-'~t~;i'\~¥t,~J,;,,~~'--,.>':<:?-,.'~:\:":,-'':- <:> ' ",,~:' ,,'" 
AREA BY 7TH' Ar. IN CONJUNCTION WITH OURIUSTA!NE» ARC LIGHT C.MPA!GN I 

# ,.;.... • .:- .... " ·:?~:~;:,(.;~;'~~~tft~:rl~,1:l-/'Y~· ;~t>-3;'·;L. ".'.! ~ 
AM REQUESTING BY FRONT CHANNEL A FURTHER STEP JIfP.rMUE 8.,2 ACCELDATED 
"- . . ':' ~ '" .'. '.. '" . . -"" ,.,'; ·-,,~:~~:y;;~$~::~~~~~tt~1>;¥:~;~'~:'·t,~,'_~S.:/-:>< '- . .:' 
PROGRAM NOW SCHEDULED TO BEGIN 2& JAN.:;hr~~'f"5::',.:.:\" . 

~- I , .. ~:V-';~:';;~_;~<: __ ';~:' .... >".'" ' 
D. WE ARE REQUESTING A CARRIER IE ILI:RTED TO BEB&OUGHT IN TO 

, . .' ': ~ • ,: .. ~, "':.::::,,:.~.t>!::':I(r,::,;~';':::;t~'·,:~:,,:'>'\," .. ."~' .. ::~.-. ~ .. ',: .. " .... ~: .. ,' .... ' " 
AUGMENT TAC All, AND TIlE PROMPT RETURNOFlRtSLF FOR COIftITHENT TO 
-, .... ' ... ", . ' ... ..... '·',:~t:':'~,<.::f~::,~,Jt~":;~:~'~,:~:~ 
EI'DfIR TIlE JD OR 1ft MAR IIIV ARIAS. ".{;:<!,,!J,:.!:;"'~".' c.' 

' ... ~,,, '" .. '.;' ........ , .. ,-" ,.-·~":' .. "'::&; .. :~,; .. "c::&;';.t!~::':::~'~.::<~,.'..'~f,, .. .--c., , _, 

E. MAXIMUM NtlMBER or NGF SUPPORT SHIPS WUL aE CONCENTRATED IN 
',"" ...... ". _ ......... ",,'-, . "_'.' .. '5.-~L;·":'~.;"';' ,: .. : , ,:,:·'.>i',""· ","/". '. _,' '. 

THE I CTZ.; ,:. .;. .>" .' " 
•. ~ ...... '. -," '" ,-."..... . _ ," :' ..... , .... ,,< ._< _~'. _" J, -: ,. ",. •• 

_~ REt:ARDING VIEW NUMBER OR! IN 1tEF.!,~t;,1.'! CGNC,EJI'l'.A,ND A TIMI 
" , ... - .......... ".... .. .. .. " '" ........ "." ... " ............ ,,'; ... :,~, ... " .... _:,l~:~:;.:.\>ii;.'ji:.,·h",.':(:.:4'., -'~"_'¥'''''' ... "-c.,, ..... __ ,~".,:,~ .. _ ... " . , 

FRAKE FOR OPElITIONSIN' UOS ARE OUTLINED,N .. A"'PO~ OPERATION .. " 
.. - : ." ". ~ , " .. ". .. .... ',~,.,<,:." ,,;,", ... -;t*,~., ,,',~,,!-,: .. ,:::,jo:, '.~_;~::.'":::::..:,~::~~::t' ... ': .. :)\."'.. .- ...... -,.. ..: .. , .. ,,,.~,,.... , .... 

(IL PASO) REF c:~ PREEMPTING A KHE SANK AtU:AAS~AULT BY AN . OFFENSIVE 

INTO LAos IS NEITHO LOGISTI~ALLY NOR '1'A!~.i~'ALLY ~snLE AT THIS 
'. ..' , ;.:. . ',. . , ". '. ..; ~, . 

TIME. SIGNIFICANT C9NSIDERATIONS INCL~E f:HE FOLLOWING. 

;', A. TO BE EFFECTIVE A LAOTIAN ASSAULT SHOULD BE UUNCHED 

IN THE NEAR FUTURE. 

COpy LBJ U!\R,\'li.Y 
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" .. ' .'-" 

TOP_ SECIUT . '. 
.. .. ...., ", .<,. ': "~';~!~",:~~~r~':~i~i;~t,~)!"i\{~'::i'i~" " '<,; :,;:L'. 

8. WITH THE ~ I;IONSOON U~N. US, ,M.,~I!~,A~!l~P~RTIN{G THE . 
. '. . .. ..'. -. '. . ;.:.: .. ,~ .. ~,:- ,:(, ,;~;~1' '~'-'.:-;~M:~;:, <;'[\'t~:'>'}~",~",,'.':::;':; .y";:1':';'i.:"'·~ _. - : .:. \ "'-' 

MAGNITUDE OF rORCE ENVISIONED IS IIOT IfITHINOORCURRENT GAPABIUTY. ". 
.. .~' .' " ','_ .... .'.'-' '. -' ~":.:' -~:"";~::\~ .. :;;£;~\~::}~~,\<):',-·.,,~;;-~:/i\'i:;,;.:<:\";:,:r-ii:::<.;:J:,;,'4-:", 'c- • ':-~,' ::,":' :,' , 

AN AIR LOC IS ESSENTIAL AND, FL!,INC~,~~~{{,~~)1~G~,~bH,ADDITI~ALLY, 
'. ,. '-:" .• ' .. " • ' ... ' ,.... ,,,,-,,,.,,. ",." ,.,'~t-."":'-' ~.;.\.-,: ,/~~~; .. ,o."_ .... '~:'"".~_'~ ... .• y.,:.:)~ 7~<'" •. .. ,. . .. ~ 

OUR AIRLIFT CAPABILITIES ARE INADEQUATE 'f0 .'UPPORTIOTH THIS CClfCEPT 
.. . .~ ': ,,~, ':':<: ',,\:.~ ;~:;~\:'~~W:,~::3 ).~,\:,:,::::;; ,.';;'~,:,;:'>:: . ,,' .-: .... 

AND AN ACCEPTABLE TACTICAL POSTURE IN eTHER IVN THREAT AREAS AT THIS 

TI~E. .,. ". .. .; __ .i;~!;';;ffr~{',:" !,H, i .. 
C. WE ESTIMATE SIZABLE ENEMY FORCES ,.,to'BE 1M THE TCHEPONE 

~ c"" ' . .".;.,.: t~:il<iF~,:,~j<'~:' .. :· , _: ... :, I .) 

~EA AND TO THE NORTH THEREOF. THUS A IRIEr .. succEssrUL CAMPAIGN THERE 
<" • ::::!:r{~,:~::tP:r:,>'f fo" ' ,. 

MAY NOT IE POSSIBLE. ':--"(:;,1' :".-'. -;,_,).~ ". ,'; '. 

\'( ':);·'-:-"{;:::·.:,i,' . . ';:':\-{ . :. • 

D. AIR ASSAULTS INTO LAOS WEST OF KIIEIANH "ILL MOST PROBABLY 
..... ".'"...... .. ",,.-.,.. . .. :: ........ ,,', .. "."'~,/. ;,;); .. :·: .• :4M • :,,'~:.":;~ ... ('\-":':",;:'" ~,. • , •• 

ENCOUNTER HEAVY AA FIRE WHICH WE MIGHT NOT BE ABLE TO NEUTRALIZE IN 
, ,," ..-,' .' .. ,.-' ("Ir, ;·\:i. :':-":',~ ! "_,:,' :,,:,-\ r' -.::' 

A SHORT TIME rRAME .,i',;",·:';}!",,;,;,! 
• , ' f:_, _ .;, -,'.: ~:>:,~.:~,~: ":\.r_~:':·';',;f{!'i",":::~,Yi;:::;,;-<':' '"', ~ '_ .... j-' 

,. JIm' RESPECT To viEW HUMBER' TWO RIFAJfHE' r~LLOWINGPAltAGRAPHS 
~>;i,-\·~;:,;~ty?'~:,:" t:.'-~!,:_ :~~r' '~- .. ,"~ p 

I 
I 
I. 

i I ! , 
! 
i 

i 

ARE KEYED TO YOUR lIES SAGE • .. .. ,'.t;;f'::!:ll\;;";!,!;,;;\£~,):,;,;U . " .. , . 
A. !(Hr SANK ROAD. TRUE, IT IS NOT IGW'.PEN~<IT .CAN BE OPENED, : I 

..... t·· .,,, .• -.... - " " .. -.-. ",,' ___ , ", ... ,.-~, .... ,:~~" ... ::\ .... «,'<.;\:,:.~',;:'.;._ '.-' ': ': ...: • - _ 
.MID DEFENDED, TIOUGH. WITH CONSIDERA8LE"IrFljruLT.Y .. .,~INGTHE HE MONSOONS. 

-" ,<," ..... .. • \ •• , ,". , : .' '.. <. I .~, ,':., '-::'_'~-:'~::"_""'" r:~gl'.'_:',"'.:',:~~:-:\-'.;; .. ;':., /,;,::'/." ".~ "', . _~. ' ,: 

ROUTE , IS NOT , lIOWEVER, A DECISIVE ri.J:Iit!lfTINOUR:DEFENS[ OF KHE SANK. 
. _ '.:. .. :;: .... ' ; " _'. . ". ",.' "~;:;;~~:~::i<:,:~:,,·~t;</,;_~_' :,:;)~,<~ ~':':'(',~' :',:"---" >': .' ",', , • 

'. iE CAN SUPPLY AtmREINFORCE BY AIR. ·+~lt·,,'.'/t;;F'~:"'i!·' .... 
. . .. . __. t • • .- • . ,'" ,::'.':,~<':'.: .J.::,:;,;:<:.: __ )i.,'>L,,:~f:;;:;'Y~<~ . • ~ 

B. CONTROL' or COMMANDING HIGHGROUHlJ'.",AT. T;HIS,TIME, WE; CONTROL 
. .:'- ". __ ..... ''''.'' .. _: ..... : .. ~ ": ;,'"": :," ,~,t,r"",.', .. _,:::.:._,,:,;.,:::,,;,,_,:.;,)",--,,+ . . ~ ...... ' 

THE FOLLOWING KEY HILLS AT KHE SANH'H.ILL.1lf81 (In,?""38),. HILL 861 
, : • ": '0 .... ,~. _ .. ' ..... ........ • .......... :::,'~ .. ;>,'.,,::.- ",,-,~;;i' ~:"~'.\,:_~r .,:t-~ ,:~ ... ~ :'. ...: 

(XJ)8831&"3), ~J) RILL "8 (XD8l&34'''. THOSE THA~ ARE TACTICALLY ESSENTIAL 

WIlL'BE DEFENDED. 
~. ..". .; .!' ,,.1 ."':;, 

C. ENEMY ARTILLERY. WE HAVEONLT .NE REPORT OF ARTILLERY 
•• ' '" ••• ' . ' ."" '¥ '-. ".' '~'" ... ' ':,,' ';.':-- .;'-"-... ,',':" - ,'" '.,.-- ~ 

THREATENING KHE' SANK, AND THIS REPORT IfOTESTHE PRESENSE or 7,HH PACK 
.~ . . .. ,,' ... • :-: '.,.: ... .;. :',-""~'. '. ~< .• ". '~' . .'.' ",'" . 

ARTILLERY. THE ENEMY IS FACED WITH GREAT OBSTACLES IN THE, MOVEMENT 
L· • ~ ., ; ,'- '. . .":: ., • ,'- '.' .••.. , 

)F HEAVY EQUIPMENT iN THE wi:STrRN QUANG 1HI ·TERRAIN. RowEYER WE DO . 
• "~I . . 

ANTICIPATE GREAT QUANTI~IES or MORTAl AND'ROCKET FiRE. 

D. WITHDRAWAL FROM KHE SANHI ALTHOUGH THIS AREA I,~ CRITICAL' . 

1) US FROM A TACTI CAL STANDPOINT AS A LAUNCR BASE FOR SOl '''tflP'f L8tJtUf\RA~Y 
.... __ .. _._----._--,-_., ----,'-------------"----- -----,---_ .. __ ._-
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. -', , ,-

• 
AS FLANK SECURITY FOR THE STRONG 

MORE CR IT ICAL rR<?" A PsyCHOLOGICAL" , 
, "" - :c,'_~'" _,.,,, ""'"'' ":"',:,,,,,,,::',,,:~;?;j 

AREA WOULD BE A MAJOR PROPAGANDA n;'''~ ..... ,P"" 
, . 

WOULD SERIOUSLY AFFECT VI ITNAHSEAND "",,,,, 
" 

WOULD BE A TRIMENDOUS STEP BACKWARDS. ~ 

E. , 
" .. 

HEltE AND I REJECT OUT OF HAND ANY 

IS ABSURD'~ 
, ' 

,6. IN SUMMARY WITH" RESPECT '1'0 IE, A 

I:xPRESSIoNS ASTANTA~uNT TODIS~Eiu~.i:(JN 
• ., • >, 

~i: " ; . . 

HAND, AND J)~F~AT ON THE 0'I'J:I
Elt

• .::E[~ED:"":u::~S~Sl~:~~I~~i~~~:~= FAVOR THE ENEMY WHO HIMSELF IS 
~ . ' 

. ""-',' 

IN NON HILITARY CIRCLES WHO FAVOR THE 

THOSE 
"" , 

INTO 

ENCLAVES, I MUST" REITERATE THIS STRATEGY 

VIOLENCE TO THE MIDST OF THE IVN p~oPu "" CENTERS. ON . " ". -", "~,~~",,,,,::;":'" 

THE OTH~ HAN~, A MASSIVE ASSAULT INTO, _", ... 

NEAR TIME FRAME. 

7. IN VIn OF THE ENEMY CAPABIUTYTO':,,~ r~1~l,~~~:t,m'A"'\'''' OFFENSIVE 

IN QUANG TRI PROVINCE BEFORE TIT I WOULD' "'" WIUFORCE , . . ~, ~ 

DEPLOYMENT AND COMBAT SUPPORT AS INJlIICJl'l LL"';SUBMIT 

ADDITIONAL SUPPORT REQUIREMENTS BY CARRIlR 

.UTHORIZID FOR USE IN THE UNPOPULATED AREAS 'Or I CORPS. 

WARM REGARDS. 

~ ~--------~--~--


