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JOINT STATE/DEFENSE MESSAGE 

SUBJECT: Command Relationships (U) 

1. Il1. rev::'ew~l1g meaSl,ll'es that might be taken to provide a 1':,0::-2 2::2:::c:.'.e 

prosecution of the Vietnam war, consideration is being' givellto-tl"2==~'::.,-", 

thought of developing a command arrang'ement tll.at would inc.:.'sas6 :::6 
, . 

authority of COMUSMACV over RVNAF and third country fOl'CeS, 

One of tl:.e command arrangements specifically in mind would :Os 
. . - , 

S:::'1l1sr :c 

SEATO Plans 5 and 8 wherein a Vietnamese (possibly Presic:2r:t 'I':,:2l:) 

would be the overall Force Commander and the Urited S~at83.':oul:i P,:CI:'C:'" 

the Field Force Commander. 
. ' 

2. Your comments are requested on the feasibility and desie'scili:y 0: 
this or other command arrangements which might :?ermit IliOc'" e:;':2cliv2 

conduct of the war. This should not repeat not be discussed '!!iti Vietr:3.::r.23 s, 

It is appreciated that any change to existing command authoritieS \'i ':lU:d ;;e ?. 

delicate a..'ld time-consuming effort involving the r..ighast level o:;'i7~:::::! il:t6r23~. 

3. Would appreciate your commer.ts by 19 February. 
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