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Subject; ~~ Sanh 

I kno' .. that lOle SaM is vCr:! much on your mlr.d Ill! it is on !)tinG. It !:lay' 

be t.oo late ~ do ar;ythinc about the situation; if so, 'I>a should P'.lt all doubts 
. bohind us and prepa:ro tor the fieht. On tro oioor hand, 1£ there is still ti::16 
t.o exarcisa a useful in:f'llWnce, ":e should !!love quickly. 

I have roviewed 'Wh.at Qem:rol uO!lt!!loreland hao a:rl.ti about Khe Sanh in his 
rece~ l!leSMf:1:lS. '1'0 paraplU"<lse his cablell, he points out that the ongi."!.';!l 
occupation of the position 1\133 j1!st!!'1r.o-d by the nefJd to Q!ltabUah a fonmrd 
oparatin'I base to pemit operntionsar:air.,t til", keY' il".tlltration I'Clltco itl 
Eastern Laos. Ibro i."Iportant17. be 0.1110 considern that its occupation has 
blocked the route or enemy anvnnee int.o Qu:mc: Tri and b.19 k;;pt the rtr,hM,ng 
away f~ the populated coastal belt oS: I Corps. He conce~as tl:at !{he Sal1h 
has not had much effect· on il'.!1ltration !l'cI:I laos and it is not clear 'I.'hather 
he l'E:!g:ll'ds the role ot bloeldr~ tho Quang Tn approach as o.f' current or of past 
importance. 

'rhua, OGI'.arnl Westl!loreland does n{)t llP!'.aar to 1ll'!!UB stron;;:ly tor the e~ 
to!,,!!~ or Kho Sanb OOC8UBO ot its present \'31uo oither 1n relation to the in­
£lltr:ltion routes in taos or in the d"!anso ot tlajor a:reas ot the !lQrtrorn 
provinces. Although he mentioned to Ceneral ',;'heeler in a t171cphono cO'1venat.icn 
his bdiet that t.ho maintenance of our pOSition in the K1"~ Sar.h area "QuId offer 

. us tho opportunity at acme t1oltO of dell11ng the en'l'UY' a :'!G'lc:re bl<:rn. he h.:;" oot 
mlpl1ficd this point and, in his Cliblas, he strellses rather tha difi'icult::r ot 
getting out ot Khe SaM .at ths prGson!:; t.bo and tre adTIlrse l'8ycholO!",i.:al .!feetS' 
or a :Jithdrn~lll upon South Vlet-!!a!ll and epoe tho Al11ericnn public. 

~ ruviev ot WestY's cables dO!la not convince me ot the milituy 1I'lt:ortmlce 
ot !ll3intainin,. lOle San.'1 at tl-.e p:rnllent t1.9" it 1t 1.'1 still i'eatdble to \fithr!r.a~. 
Whatever the past valuo of the po!lition~ it is a positive liabilitY' nO'l<. lie 11M 
allowing the enemy to arran;.;a at his lei.e.1lre a set-piece at.tack on ground and 
inweuthar 1':iVorable to h.ln a~ lJl'~er cor.ditiorm liJUch 'Mill allo-" us littlc 
OpportunitY' to punish him except, by our air po~r. The latter can be neutralized 
to s=m degree bY' tl-.o i'avorite C::r.l'lu~J1st tactic of closim,: tightly aroond our 
positions in are:ts which cur air torces~ plrtic..IU1rly too B-52:1, e<l1I net att:;clc 
with sa ret .1' to our own 1'creen. 

OeMr31 West.'1lOl'Elland rr.co~izes tl'.:e difficulties of air supply of XlIo 
Sanh and indicates an 11T'ention to op.!ln !-!it;hv.l.,1 9 to provide an overland llr.e 
of CQ!:'.:n:tnieation. To do so will rcq'.l~rF!c 1\ 13t-;9l1U:lber or troo::ps to keep 
~h'1ay9 open in the 1'aco of tr~ intemittem rood-euttil'!g operations '>hlch 
call be expected f'l"aa the eD!!'V. 
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. IV present op1n1on 18 tmt Khe Sanh probablT enn be held but· that it will 

be at. a heavy price in tem8 of casualties and lntems ot ether ground troops 
necessary to support and roinforce it. I havo real doubt that we can afford 
nch a defense in violl oftha lilnltcd reserves ·which Oenerul li.ellm01'oland is 
l1kelT to haVe in the t1llle .trrulle during .which ttal!'J events My taka place. 

r I:llll'.e the foregoing c~ToWnts in Ml reaUzationot· b~ wrong one can· 
be at a distance about 4 llIillt1lr,y aitmltion such as this.! have tm utmost 

. eonfit!encc in (lenoral We~tllloroland and am sure that be sees poSsibilities in 
the situation which }l~not yisiblef'ranl.hern. __ J!Ol)I!tlloleElII, .J;.wollldJ·e~:L. ___ . __ . 
greatly relipved U~ •. _____ .. _ .. _. ____ ........ ~._ ... _ .. _~..__ __....._" .. : ___ . ___ .. 
Westlllorel:.ill(l' S' guidanc~ :'. would contain SOlIEt ot the tollOldng pointtll 

-In viow of tho strong likelihood ot a heavy enelV attack a1o~ the DM7. 
and aga1r.at Kha Sanh~ accompanied p05I1illly_J)Y.JI~lJD1'.1I1ta!!.lcf.l in the cities nrxl lI.J 
along the Kontum-Pleil~ border, . ....--:. ... _ .. __ . __ . ___ ._._~~ '.dsh to provid!) t!':!l--
·follO'-.riI".g commentlll fo1" your guIdance (i.e., Gene1"al ;'Testm,;:rlllllnrl's). ~]?:ira . 
impreesod vitb ~ha I!!!lny tasks ','l1ioh you I!!.I!.'/ be called upon to perf'ol'!ll concUl! dIt­
ly ... o1th :United roflcrveIJ am appreciate y.:lll1' proble!ll in establishing priorities . 
lIlIlong these tasks as they arise. To lIs!'list )"ou in maldng your decisions, tl-:e:r 
wish you to understand that, in their opinion, you should not hGsita~e to give 
up terrain in rcl:lote areas in order to meet the 81'Y:1l'<1y on crouro favorable to 
your schema or· tl3r.euvnr. in i'n'lorablG 'li!9sther and under eOI".dItlons o:rrcrin~ 
J'OU the opportunity of inflieting decisiva blcr.n;upon. his Min forces. 

\tIn this COl'lMeUon, Khe San.~ appears to~~s -.-.--------.~~.~. to bs 
an e:tposed poalti::n d1f.t1C1l1t to supply by air and exp8nn1V8 to supply overl:lnd 
1D t.lms or lioos o! com.."!Unication forces. Khe Sanb has alrolluy well fulfilled 
the PUl"pOSilO which you I'!Iention in :fOUl' cable HAC-02018 ot !..'1jl(!ding infUtr3t1on 
treat Laos and elosin,1 tbe nortln:ent route1nto Quang 'tl'i. l!~-evor. 1t is less 
clear that ito present vnltJe r.ow justir1es the cost or an all-out deflln:'!e. 

"While 3 we. ____ . _. ___ .-.irecognize the adverso peyctolof.ical con-
aGquer.ees ot ii' withdrawal which you ~.mt1on, the effect of a ~stly defense 
absorbicg forces badly ne .. '<.led ele>l)1>Ihere co!U.d in ths end be tar more diEad-
.. antageous to our cause than a ,.ithdrawal nov. Indeed. th~ lattar c&~ld proVQ 
to be a Ill!of'ul atra tar,em ll'llli!ying the laborious logiatical build-~ of the 

'~.nemy around Khe Sanll I1nd upsett1J16 his winter-spring IIchedule. 
, ';::;~, '_ . 

. fiTjf e ___ .. .. ____ . __ . ; are not prepared to assess the feasibility or 
the deoirabll1ty 01' Ii Yithdm ... ~l at this late d3te but wish you to knov tblt 
~v1ll support )'1)U eanpllltely if you decide to pull back from 1II'wt may Pl"I?ve 

. ~ to be a dia:ac!vnntar,eou8 pollition. The7' will. !SUpport you equaU,.. in a decision 
. to def'em Aba Sanh.JI 
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