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T know that Xhe Sank 1s very much on your mird as 4% is on ming. Tt may
be too lats to do anything about the situations if 80, we should put all doubts

~bohind us and prepare for the fight. On ths other hand, 4f there fa still tine

%o exarcisa a uwseful influence, we showld move quickly, -

- X have roviewed what Uensrsl Yostmoreland bas eaid about Khe Sanh in his
recent messages. To paraphrase his cables, he peints out that the origingl
occupation of the position wan Justifisd by the nesd to esteblish 2 forsard
operating base to permit operations agairst the key infiltration rowtes in
Eastern Loos. Jore importantly, he also gonsiders that its oc¢enpatlion has
blocked the route of eremy advence into Quang Tri and has kept the fichiing
avay from the populated coastsl belt of I Corpse ko concedes that XKhe Sanh
has not had nuch offect on infiltration fron Iacs end 1% is not clear whether
ke regards the role of bloeking the Guang Tri approach as of current or of past
importance. : ' : o

Thug, Ogneral Westmoreland does not aprear to arous gtrongly for the de~

~ fonse of Kho Sanh because of its presert valuo nither in relation ko the in-

filtration routes in I20s or in the dnfense of major arvas of the northorn
provinces. Although he mentioned to Cenaral Yhealer 4in a telephono convernation
hias beliel that the malntenance of ocur position in thre Khe Sarh area weuld offur

-u8 tha opporiunity at zome tlne of denling the enemy & sovere blaw, ke hag mot

amplified this point and, in his cablos, he stressed rather the difficulty of
getting oul of Khe Sanh at the prosamt tine and the adrerse paychologisal effects

-

- of a uithdrawal upon South Viet-lam and upon the American rublic.

Xy roviow of Westy's cablss doeg not eonvince me of the military irmcortonce

- of maintaining Khe Sanh at the pmgent time if 1t is stlll feasidble to withdraw,

Whatever the past wvalue of the position, it 1z a rositive liability nove Ve ars
alloving the enemy to arraige at his leisure a set-plece attack on grourd and

in weather favorabla to hin ard urder conditions widch will allow us 1ittle
epportunity to punish him except by our air pover. The latier esn be neutralized
to scma degree by the Zavorite Compunist tactic of closing tiszhtly arourd our

-positiona in areas which our alr forces, particilarly the B-S2s, can nct atiack
- with egafety to dur own forces. ' :

General VYestnoreland rncognizes the difficulties of aip supply of Ko

Sank and indicates an intentiosn to cpan Yishway 9 to provide an overlard lire

of corvrunications To do go will require a larte maober of tiops to keep
Highvay 9 open in the face of the inlamittent roed-cuttizg operations which
can te expscted from the ermmy, o
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" guch a defense in view of tlm linmltod resmerves which {eneyul Westmareland is

" eonfidence 1n Qenoral Kestmoroland and am sure thabt he sces possibilities in

: Nestmoreland's guldance : wm.ld con*ain che of thn folloeing pointal

-unmy around Kbe Sanh and upsettina h:..-. winter-apring achedule.

_ t‘za demrahi‘lity of a withdrosml at this late date but wilsh you to know trat

wer 2

. My present opinion is that Khe Sanh probably ean o held but that 4% will
be at a heavy prico in terma of casualties and in terms of othor ground troops
nacessary 40 support and reinforce i%t. I have real doubb that we can afford

likely to have in the tiras frame during which thaee evonta my taka p‘.laca.

T pake the fm'egoing co:ments in full realization of ho-u! wrong one edn
be at & distance sbout a military situation such as this. T have the utmost

the eituation which are not visible. frcm hsm. Nomthn'leas, T would feel
greatly relisved .‘Lfk_‘

T T —————— .

In view of tha stmné, 1ikelikood of a huavy emrw attack along the DMZ
ard against XKha Sanh, accompranied possibly by otbur attacks in the cities ard W
aleong the Kontum-Ploilm border, - we’ wigh 40 provide the
£olloving camenta for your guidance (i.e., Oeneral Westmoreland's), (Feore

impressed with ihe many tasks which you may be ealled upon %o parfom csncumrrt- |

1y with linited reserves and appreciats your problem in estoblishing prioritie
among these tosks as they arise. To assist you in makdng your decisions, the .,r
wish you to understand thad, in thsir opiniocn, you should nol hesitae to give
up terrain in remoie areas in order to mest the ememy on ground favorable to
your scheme of- maneuver, in favorahls weather and under corditions offering
rou tha opportunity of :Lnflic .ing. dpci-aiva blo'..rs upon his main forces.

®In this eomec?.ion, ¥he Sanh appears to 't as ' ; to ty
an exposed poaiticn difficnlt %o supnly by air and expenasive to. supply “overland
in terms of lines of communication forces. Ehe Sanh has already well fulfilled
the purposes which you mention in your cable #AC-02018 of impeding infiltration
from Laos and ¢losing the rorthwest route into Quang Tri. Hewever, it is less
¢leay that ibs prese':t mlua now. justiﬁes the cost uf an all-out defonse.

"ihile i we mcogniza the advarse psycl‘ological eon-
sequerceos of a withdrawal which you nent.ion, the effect of a costly dofenca
absorbing forces badly necded eleevhere could in the end be Par more dirad-
vantageous to our cause than a withdrawal nowe. Indeed, the latter could prove
20 be a usefol stratagem mllifying the laborious logistical build-up of the

‘ HWe' o ) ‘are not pmpamd to asseso the feasibﬂity or

A75» will aupport you camplately if you decide to pull kack from what may prcvé
4o ba a disadvantaceous pcaition. Thﬂ;r will support. you equally .'m a decigion
to defend K‘he qen:xh.
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