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INFORMA TION 

Wednesday, February 14, 1968 
11:25 a. m. __ ------... ---' 

Mr. President: 

Herewith Sec. Rusk's personal 
statement on negotiations, designed 
to pre-empt U Thant's believed position. 

W. ·W. Rostow 
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Questions have been !w!wd abont lhC:l cormecU.on b~twe0n 

th(~ posflib:llit:y of. m~~TC)ti.ations lor a pe(;l,(:e:Cul sctLlemcnt ill 

Viet.~Na.m 8;ncl th.e military oportd:lons U()w iii p:ro~re$S. It 

.' should b~l obvlous that there il.; a ':tlfJl1cicl:t()n!~jnceboth arc' 

involveci in'n1ClV'ing :from. ho~;tl.:.lth'!s ~o peace.! 

IIanoi hafl repGatedly l~cfll:;cd to t.:3.1<6 step!! to reduce 

th(! SCaJ.0 of violence i.n Sciuthe!1~;t Asirl. 'l'hey have refused 

. to respect the ten'itor.tal intc'Jl'if,v and ncml:raJily of CambcJdili, 

dCI.l)?ite intensive intcrnat.l.onal ef.fort. to respond t.cl Cambodia.' s 

own wl.fJhes in the matter. 

Hanoi has l'epeatedly rej0ctc~d a.ny e!fol'ts to brlng' .thout 

&:[1.111 compliance by all parties with the Geneva Acco:rds of 

1982 on I,aos. Today th(~ir forces ar.e increa,SinlJ their opera.l:ions 
. . 

in ! .. aos itself and are st.epplnq up their illegal :Jnitttra.tion through 

.Laos into South Viet-Nam. 

Hanoi htts treated wl.th contempt the demilital'i:t;~~d 

character ot the DMZ between North and South Viet-Nam and 

has rejecled all efforts to 1'08t01'e the demilitarl~ation of that . 

area. 

Repeated poriods of. bmnb111g CeSS(Ltion or reduction in 
. . 

. North Vict-Nam have elIcited no .corl'osponding actl.on b! North 
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Vietnamese :rOr.C~)f; ill South Vlet-Nam. Quite the conlJ.'8l-Y, sllch 

pel'iods have been used to bU.l.ld \\p thei.1:' miUw.l'Y forces :in South 

VI.et-Nn.rn. GGa~re-:[ire poriodl.l hav() been l1la't'l~(~d by hundr.ods 

of cynical violations by NOl'th Vletna.meso a.nd Viet Conq forces __ 

and on a lX!w3sl.ve fAea.le d\trl.ng t.h(1 r.ecent. Tetho1i.dayl'.l. 

At no tlme has Hanoi indl.catcd publi.cly or privately 
. . I 

thnt it wlll re:rralnf~'orn taking military advantagG of any 
• 

Ccssel.tlon ofthe bombint;t ?f Nort.h Viet-Nam. Nor ha.s it shown 

any 'interest in preliminary dl.scussl.ons 1.0 ax:i:a.ngc a generc.l 

cease-:ti.re. 

In recent wael<s H~moi knew that dlspuss.i.ona of a peace:t:ul I 

settlement were be~ng SGl'iottsly o>""PloX'cdj they also kn(!W that 

there was a. reduction of bombing att."l.cks on North Vl.et-Nam, 

apecl.f.lcally 111 the Hanoi and Haiphong areall during th0se 

. explorations. Theil' reply wa.S a majo:r. offensivE! through South 

Viet-Nam to bring the war to the civil1.an population in most 

of the cities or that countr.y. Thoir preparations for a.major. 

offensive in the northel'l1 provlnces or South Viet-Na.m ~ontiLme 

unabated • 
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In asses£lin<J, therefore, whetlJer EIa:nol's allec;Tcd. in.terest in 

pOlUlcal \:I;llJ(El has a.nythin~r to clo with mak!.nc;T per-we, one m.uE/t. take 

into full ac:count the neqativo meaning' of the!.!" recent escalatlon. 

Ttlf) President declared in his State of \h(l Union McsEla.ge that· he 

'would COIl.Untle to explore the pOBsihi.lities of negotiation and would 

repo:r:t. tho. results. r must repol't that all (;l~pl()raUons to dare have 

resultt.d iII a :rl~lectiorl of his San Anl:f.lnlf) fc)rmula. 

All of the proposals r.ne.d(~ by the United States for peace in 

Southeast Asia continue to b(~ val.1d; specIfIcally', the San Anl1::>ni,? 

£ormula. put f~)rward by President Johtl/30n i.n September remains 

the bas!..,,:: of our position .. 

We are not interested l.n propaganda. gestures WhOSEl p1.!Xpose 

is to m1s1f>ad and confuse; we wl.lJ. be interested -in a serious mOVfJ 

tow8.l'd pear.:e when Hunoi comef: to the concluSion that l.t is ready 

to move in tha.t direction. Hanoi knows how to qet i!'t touch with us. 

I 
! 

, 
I 
\ 
i 
i 
I , 
i 

t 

\ 

! 

'--"'-1" COPY!.8J UBRARY 
------_._----------_ .. _-----,_._- ---~--------


