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1. The following is my assessment of the situation agTrmmraavelopad
over the past 48 hours, '

2. The initial attacks of the expected enemy offensive in northern I Corps
began on 20-21 January with assaults on 26th Marine positions noxrth of
Khe Sach and on the Huong Hoa subsector. These wers repulsed by the
Maxrines and the Regional and Popular Forces in the area. Attacks by fire
destroyed soms ammunition and fusl and eratered the runway on the airfield.
{3,000 feet of runway is still usable, however.) There was alsoa heavy
attack by fire on Camp Carroll, with no significant damage or casualties
resulting. The ensmy broks contact around Kha Sanh at about noon the 218t
and his activity subsided. ' :
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6. Tha two-week ganeral lull in country-wide activity that was iaterrupted
\ on the 20th indicates preparations for a widespread eifort. The presence of
high echelon represmms area3 strengthens
the probability. I believe tbat the enemy will attermnt a country-wide show of
strength just prioxr to Tet, with Khe Sanh being the main svent. In U Corps,
he will probably attack around Fleiku and Kontum cities, and I expact attacks
on the Special Forces camps at Dak Seang, Duc Co, and Dak To, In Il and
IV Corps, proviace towns ars likely targets for renswed attacks by fire.
Terroriam will probably increase in and around Saigen.
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