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February 4, 1968

t

Mr, Presid_ent:

The attached memorandum summarizes
possible reasons why the attack on
Khe Sanh has not yvet begun,

General Ginsburgh pfepared it for

Mr. Rostow, who is not in the
office at the moment.

| Bromley Smith
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' MEMORANDUM FOR MR. ROSTOW

S would speculate that there are two poss:.ble reasons why the a.t'ta.ck on
""5,-."'_Khe Sanh has not yet matenahzed S L :

‘ - Our B 52 and tactmal air attacks may hav«. upset the1r tunmg - -
R espef.:lally if the air bombardrnent actually put the1r headquarters -
out of operatlon for a da.y or so. S :

7
.
1
.

- They ma.y ha.ve planned the attack on Khe Sa.nh to comc1de thh a
_ . second round of attacks on the cities. Initial attacks on the cities
oy T . would be des1gned to force General Westmoreland to commit his -

_reserves. The second round would keep them commztted wh:.le _ "
~ they lau.nched a ma.Jor a.ssault on Khe Sanh. : !
; B Smce the f1rst attacks did not achieve the1r Obj ec twes, 1t is concewable '
' l B that the attack rnwht not take pla.ce -
] .

; . 'More 11ke1y, the enerny would try to carry out its original pla.n. If so,
o - we might expect the battle for Khe Sanh to start within the next three
' days. V'a.rlous mtelho’ence reporte indi cate for exa.mple. :

S ' -- Attack as ea.rly as possible before 5 Februa.ry. o
\ | g oo Zf o ' | . elieves a.nother a.tta.ck on
R 'Sai"g‘oﬁ'is'schedﬁred' for 4’ of n]ebruary T

7‘ - Enemy troop movements in P1e1ku area md1ca.te posmblhty
“of attack the nwht of 4 February (toda.y our t1me)

_ ‘ - A second attack is sheduled for Nha. Trang ten da.ys after '
-’ - _ ~ the first attack (6 or 7 Februa.ry) '

i

oo .‘ _ L -. - | General Ginshurjgh
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