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Monday, February 5, 1968 -~ 8:50 a.'m.-‘ S

Mr, President:

While on night duty I asked Bob Ginsburgh

to do a terse statistical comparison of the
gituation at Dien Bien Phu and that at Khe Sanh.

The numbers suggest why our military are ' S SO

R confident. | |
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" MEMORANDUM

'SUBJECT: Khe Sanh and Dien Bien Phu

- killed, 1, 600 missing and 4, 400 wounded
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MEMORANDUM FOR MR, ROSTOW

The campaign for Dien Bien Phu lasted 209 days and the actual
seige 56 days, .

The-Erench-begarn-withiaz m 95 1 :,ﬁncludlng
Montagnar 8, North A.fncans, Vietnamese and Foreign Legionnaires).
Although a tetal-of 15; 000 paktieipatdd, maximum strength on the French
side at any one time was about 13, 000. Total casualties were: 1,100

S YRAIS £ PV § 1 e T o W ok 3s plus 55, 000

aupport troops.

By comparison we have DA %1 L HESanhbs
enemy strength of aboui__Z_Q,j.Qﬂ..i Thus the enemy s a.dva.nta.ge igrlEgin |
‘ Yrrat] s Ao Tt DisETRien-Faw (including support
troops). If we cons1der tota.l strengths in I Corps north of Hue, the enemy
has only 38, 600 versus our 41, 000 (including South Vietnamese}.

"‘gﬁ;ﬁs pa.rachuted foIfenabign Phu averaged about
General Westmoreland has a

Tota.l aircraft ava.ﬂable to the French wEre loombsiircrafl '
S EEGT Saicuairerafl. By companson, the U. S

has more tha.n 2.'“ 00 crﬁtfnmmm _ _

' ROBERT N. GINSBURGH
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