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-. . ~~FORMATION 

THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 
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.-: 
Monday, February 5, 1968 -- 8:50 a.m. 
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Mr. President: 

While on night duty I asked Bob Ginsburgh 
to do a terse statistical comparison of the 
situation at Dien Bien Phu and that at Khe Sanh. 

The numbers suggest why our military are 

confident. 
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~ '. ' • , MEMORANDUM 

(, 
,WASHINGTON 

THE WHITE HOUSE 

'1, 

" 
( 

Monday, February 5, 1968 

MEMORANDUM FOR MR. ROSTOW 

SUBJECT: Khe Sanh and Dien Bien Phu 

The campaign for Dien Bien Phu lasted 209 days and the actual 
seige 56 days. 

Montag!~i;:t~~~~b~~a!!~~t=~a:~~=f:;il::!~fres). 
Although a ,~.!!ta!.,o£15.900;;pa::dl.eiwrii\d, maximum strength on the French 
side at anyone time was about 13,000. Total casualties were: 1,100 
killed, 1,600 missing and 4,400 wounded. 

Tb"Qum:;r;r~al~~O:':'. trOoPs plus 55,000 
support troops. 

liW comparison we have . .2;:trmt 4rii~~"!i1lllversus an 
enemy strength of about ZO,"O'O.U::::l Thu,s the enemy's advantage il;l:t~s:.Q , 
~~n-4"-tlFl;;;rat:\).~rtha~-i to:':1,1fl"~Gf:::;Qiaru:sie~ii" (including support 
troops). If we consider total strengths in I Corps north of Hue, the enemy 
has only 38,600 versus our 41,000 (including South Vietnamese). 

JJsab1SDffiplillJls parachuted,£o::::Lli&ii':B-l.lfn Phu averaged about 
Agg;~p&j,~C:'Ia}aduring the seige. General Westmoreland has a 

j capability O£.900:~¥ .. , 
\ . Total aircraft available to the French~'Are: J.:;r £oml;iGliG~~ 

~~t+ijna i:icfulIJM~aiiG1!ijiA. By comparison, the U. S. 
has more than'2..·OOQ;;WcraitJ3-nc:J,.:b'3lJ.a;,lw1i~r!B 

ROBERT N. GINS BURGH 

COPY!.BJ UBRARY 


