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M E M O R A N D U M  FOR T!IE PRESIDENT 
DECLASSIFIED 

I n  r e s p o n s e  t o  y o u r  t e l e p h o n e  c a l l  ' t o  m e  l a s t  e v e n i n g ,  
I a s k e d  G e n e r a l  W e s t m o r e l a n d  t o  p r o v i d e  me h i s  v i e w s  as s o o n  
a s  p o s s i b l e  on o u r  r e i n f o r c e m e n t  c a p a b i l i t y  i n  t h e  Khe S a n h  
a r e a .  H i s  r e p l y  t o  me i s  p r e s e n t e d  i n  t h e  f o l l o w i n g  p a r a -  
g r a p h s  f o r  y o u r  i n f o r m a t i o n .  

''1. I a g r e e  w i t h ( G e n e r a i  W h e e 1 e r ' s ) r e s p o n s e  011 t h e  
q u e s t i o n  o f  our Khe S a n h  r e i n f o r c e m e n t  c a p a b i l i t y  a n d  w o u l d  
a d d  t h e  f o l l o w i n g  a m p l i f i c a t i o n .  

" 2 .  Our  s i t u a t i o n  a t  Khe Sa'nh as  c o m p a r e d  w i t h  t h e  
F r e n c h  a t  D i e n  B i e n  Phu i s  d i f f e r e n t  i n  t h r e e  s i g n i f i c a n t  
r e s p e c t s .  We h a v e  s u p p o r t i n g  a i r  ( t a c t i c a l  a i r  a n d  B - 5 2 ' s )  
f o r  a i l - w e a t h e r  a t t a c k  o f  enemy f o r c e s  b y  o r d e r s  o f  n a g n i r u d e  
o v e r  t h a t  a t  D i e n  B i e n  Phu .  We h a v e  r e i n f o r c i n g  h e a v y  a r t i l l e r y  
w i t h i n  r a n g e  o f  t h e  Khe S a n h  a r e a  f r o m  USMC p o s i t i o n s  e a s t  
o f  t h e  m o u n t a i n s .  We h a v e  m u l t i p l e  a n d  v a s t l y  i m p r o v e d  t e c h -  
n i q u e s  f o r  a e r i a l  s u p p l y  a n d  we a r e  w i t h i n  h e l i c o p t s r  s u p p o r t  
r a n g e  f o r  t r o o p  r e i n f o r c e m e n t ,  l o g i s t i c  s u p p o r t ,  m e d i c a l  e v a c -  
u a t i o n  a n d  o t h e r  r e q u i r e m e n t s .  

" 3 .  We now h a v e  f o u r  M a r i n e  C o r p s  b a t t a l i c n s  a n d  o n e  
A R V N  r a n g e r  b a t t a l i o n  w i t h  c o m b a t  a n d  c o m b a t  s e r v i c e  s u p p o r t  
i n  t h e  Khe S a n h  a r e a .  We c u r r e n t l y  h a v e  two  b r i g a d e s  o f  
t h e  1st A i r  C a v a l r y  D i v i s i o n  ( A i r m o b i l e ) ,  p l u s  o n e  b r i g a d e  
o f  t h e  lO l s t  A i r b o r n e  C i v i s i o n ,  w i t h  a p p r o p r i a t e  l i g h t  a n d  
medium a r t i l l e r y  s u p p s r t ,  l o c a t e d  n o r t h  o f  t h e  A i  Van P a s s ,  
x i t h i n  p r o m p t  r e i n f o r c i n g  d i s t a n c e  o f  Khe S a n h .  We h a v e  p l a n s  
t o  f u r t h e r  r e i n f o r c e  t h i s  a r e a  on s h o r t  n o t i c e  i f  r e q u i r e d .  

"4 .  W e  h a v e  a s i g n i f i c a n t  c a p a b i l i t y  t o  r e i n f o r c e  Khe 
S a n h  b y  f i r e  i n  a l l  w e a t h e r  c o n d i t i o n s  b y  a r t i l l e r y ,  t a c t i c a l  
a i r ,  a n d  B - 5 2 ' s .  T h e r e  a r e  1 8  105MM h o w i t z e r s  a n d  6 155 M M  
h o w i t z e r s  w i t h i n  t h e  Khe S a n h  d e f e n s i v e  s y s t e m .  A d d i t i o n a l l y ,  
1 6  175MM g u n s  a r e  x i t h  t h e  2d M a r i n e  D i v i s i o n  f o r c e s  e a s t  o f  
Khe S a n h  p o s i t i o n e d  a t  t h e  Rock P i l e  a n d  a t  Canp C a r r o l l .  
T h e s e  g u n s  a r e  w i t h i n  r a n g e  o f  Khe S a n h  a n d  t h e i r  f i r e s  c a n  
b e  m a s s e d  a s  r e q u i r e d  t h r o u g h  t h e  u s e  o f  t h e  c e n t r a l i z e d  f i r e  
d i r e c t i o n  f a c i l i t y  a t  Dong Ha. I n  a d d i t i o n  t o  t h i s  h e a v y  
a r t i l l e r y  s u p p o r t ,  a n d  i n  c o n t r a s t  t o  t h e  F r e n c h  s i t u a t i o n  a t  
D i e n  B i e n  P h u ,  we h a v e  a h i g h l y  e f f e c t i v e  t a c t i c a l  ai;- a n d  
8 - 5 2  c a p a b i l i t y .  R a d a r  o? "SKY SPOT " ? e c h n i q u e  a l l o w s  us 
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KHE SANH Authority .JC.s 11>-:3. 7,? ...&~-&-" 

By .... ~ ,NAllS, Date 3-16 - 77 

SUBJECT: 

In response to your telephone call to me last evening, 
I asked General Westmoreland to provide me his views as soon 
as possible on our reinforcement capability in the Khe Sanh 
area. His reply to me is presented in the following para­
graphs for your information. 

"1. I agree with(General Wheeler's)response OD the 
question of our Khe Sanh reinforcement capability and would 
add the fOllowing amplification. 

"2. Our situation at Khe S~nh as compared with the 
French at Dien Bien Phu is different in three significant 
respects. We haye supporting air (tactical air and B~52's) 
for all-weather attack of enemy forces by orders of magni~ude 
over that at Dien Bien Phu. We have reinforcing heavy artillery 
within range of the Khe Sanh area from USMC positions east 
of the mountains. We have multiple and vastly improved tech­
niques for aerial supply and we are within helicopter support 
range for troop reinforcement, logistic support, medical evac­
uation and other requirements. 

"3. We now have four Marine Corps battalicns and one 
ARVN ranger battalion with combat and combat service support 
in the Khe Sanh area. We currently have two brigades of 
the 1st Air Cavalry Division (Airmobile), plus one brigade 
of the lOlst Airborne Division, with appropriate light and 
medium artillery support, located north of the Ai Van Pass, 
within prompt reinforcing distance of Khe Sanh. We have plans 
to further reinforce this area on short notice if required. 

"4. We have a significant capability to reinforce Khe 
Sanh by fire in all weather conditions. by artillery, tactical 
air, and B-52's. There are 18 l05MM howitzers and 6 155 MM 
howitzers within the Khe Sanh defensive system. Additionally, 
16 175MM guns are with the jd Marine Division forces east of 
Khe Sanh positioned at the Rock Pile and at Camp Carroll. 
These guns are within range of Khe Sanh and their fires can 
be massed as required througl. the use of the centralized fire 
direction facility at Dong Ha. In addition to this heavy 
artillery support, and in contrast to the French situation at 
Dien Bien Phu, we have a highly effective tactical ai~ and 
B-52 capability. Radar or "SKY SPOT " ~echnique allows us 

_·--·--------,-------'------i 
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d i r e c t  t a c t i c a l  a i r  s t r i k e s  e i t h e r  a t  n i g h t  o r  i n  z e r o  v i s i -  
b i l i t y  c o n d i t i o n s  t h r o u g h o u t  t h e  Khe Sanh a r e a .  I n  a d d i t i o n  
t o  t a c t i c a l  a i r ,  our B-52 s t r i k e s  a r e  a l s o  w e a t h e r  i n d e p e n d e n t .  
Dur ing  a d v e r s e  w e a t h e r  i n  t h e  Khe Sanh a r e a  t h e r e  a r e  f r e q u e n t  
b r e a k s  of  t h r e e  o r  f o u r  h o u r s ,  i n  which we c o u l d  i n t e n s i f y  t h e  
a i r  s t r i k e s ,  and  i n s e r t  h e l i c o p t e r  gun s h i p s  i n t o  t h e  a r e a  f o r  
a d d i t i o n a l  f i r e s  a s  r e q u i r e d .  If t h e  enemy masses  t o  a t t a c k ,  
he  w i l l  b e  e x t r e m e l y  v u l n e r a b l e  t o  t h e  massed B - 5 2 ' s  a g a i n s t  
h i s  s u p p o r t i n g  f o r c e s  and d e s t r u c t i v e  power o f  t a c t i c a l  a i r ,  
g u n s h i p s  and  a r t i l l e r y  a g a i n s t  h i s  i n f a r r t r y .  T h i s  c a p a b i l i t y  
of  r e i n f o r c e m e n t  by f i r e  a l o n e  c o u l d  have  changed  t h e  c o u r s e  
of  b a t t l e  a t  Dien Bien  Phu. 

" 5 .  A l though  l o g i s t i c a l  s u p p o r t  w i l l  p r e s e n t  a ma jo r  
p r o b l e m ,  I a m  s a t i s f i e d  we can  r e s o l v e  i.t by our m u l t i p l e  
means o f  r e s u p p l y .  Enemy i n t e r d i c t i o n  of t h e  a i r f i e l d  a t  
Khe Sanh w i l l  n o t  deny o u r  r e i n f o r c e m e n t  and s u p p o r t  c a p a b i l i t y  
by h e l i c o p t e r s .  A s  p o i n t e d  o u t  i .n(Genera1 W h e e 1 e r ' s ) r e s p o n s e  
t o  t h e  P r e s i d e n t ,  we c o u l d  a l s o  r e - o p e n  Route 9 f o r  a l a n d  
l i n e  of  communica t ion .  T h i s  wou1.d t a k e  2 2  company d a y s  o f  
e n g i n e e r  e f f o r t ,  b u t  w i t h  c o n s i d a r a b l e  c o s t  i n  s e c u r i t y .  

"6. Al though  n o t  i d e a l ,  t h e  t a c t i c a l  s i t u a t i o n  a t  Khe 
Sanh as  w e l l  as  o u r  improved combat t e c h n i q u e s  and c a p a b i l i -  
t i e s  a r e  c o n s i d e r a b l y  d i f f e r e n t  from t h o s e  a t  Dien Bien  Phu. 

"7.  A d d r e s s i n g  t h e  P r e s i d e n t ' s  q u e r y  on a d d i t i o n a l  h e l p  
r e q u i r e d ,  w i t h  t h e  c u r r e n t  l e v e l  o f  a c t i v i t y  we need a n  a d d i -  
t i o n a l  s q u a d r o n  of  C-130 a i r c r a f t ,  comple t e  w i t h  g round h a n d l i n g  
and  m a i n t e n a n c e  c r e w s ,  f o r  immedia te  u s a g e .  I n  a d d i t i o n ,  I 
recommend a second  sq 'uadron o f  C-130's  be a l e r t e d  f o r  immedia te  
movement i f  u n f o r e s e e n  c o n t i n g e n c i e s  a r i s e .  Admira l  Sha rp  may 
w i s h  t o  a d d r e s s  t h e s e  r e q u i r e m e n t s  from t h e  s t a n d p o i n t  of 
a s s e t s  a v a i l a b l e  e l s e w h e r e  i n  t h e  t h e a t e r .  A d d i t i o n a l l y ,  
it would b e  p r u d e n t  t o  have  heavy a i r  d r o p  equipment  i n  re-  
s e r v e  which c a n  be c a l l e d  f o r w a r d  if we nsed  i t .  We c u r r e n t l y  
have a c a p a b i l i t y  of  d e l i v e r i n g  600 t o n s  p e r  day  f o r  1 4  d a y s  
w i t h  no r e c o v e r y .  I would l i k e  a t  l e a s t  an  e q u a l  q u a n t i t y  
r e a d y  f o r  immedia t e  a i r  sh ipmen t  f o r w a r d  i f  r e q u i r e d .  These  
r e q u i r e m e n t s  a r e  a l s o  b e i n g  s u b m i t t e d  s e p a r a t e l y .  A c c e l e r a t i o n  
o f  t h e  i s s u e  o f  M-16 r i f l e s ,  M-60 machine guns  and M-29 m o r t a r s  
t o  S o u t h  Vie tnamese  Army ( A R V N )  u n i t s  would improve o u r  p o s t u r e  
i n  ec'onomy of  f o r c e  a r e a s .  The i m p o r t a n c e  o f  h e l i c o p t e r  a s s e t s  
i n  t h e  p e n d i n g  b a t t l e  c a n n o t  b e  o v e r s t a t e d .  
n e c e s s a r y  h e l i c o p t e r  l i f t  f o r  f o r c e s  dep loyed  t o  N o r t h e r n  Ccrps  
T a c t i c a l  Zone,  I p l a n  d rawing  on Rosson's (Commander I F i e l d  
F o r c e )  and Weyand's (Commander I1 F i e l d  F o r c e )  a s s e t s  t o  a 
major  d e g r e e .  E x p e d i t i n g  t h e  r a t e  of  d e l i v e r y  o f ' r e p l a c e m e n t  
h e l i c o p t e r s  f o r  a s s a u l t  h e l i c o p t e r  companies  and a s s a u l t  s u p p o r t  
h e l i c o p t e r  companies  would a i d  i n  m a i n t a i n i n g  o u r  s i t u a t i o n  
i n  t h e  s o u t h  d u r i n g  t h e  b a t t l e  i n  t h e  n o r t h .  We a r e  a l s o  ex-  
p e r i e n c i n g  h i g h  l o s s  r a t e s  o f 0 - 1  o b s e r v a t i o n  a i r c r a f t  and 

To a c h i e v e  t h e  

. . 

----,-

direct tactical air strikes either at"night or in zero visi­
bility conditions throughout the Khe Sanh area. In addition 
to tactical air, our B-52 strikes are also weather independent. 
During adverse weather in the Khe Sanh area there are frequent 
breaks of three or four hours, in which we could intensify the 
air strikes, and insert helicopter gun ships into the area for 
additional fires as required. If the enemy masses to attack, 
he will be extremely vulnerable to the massed B-52's against 
his supporting forces and destructive power of tactical air, 
gunships and artillery against his infantry. This capability 
of reinforcement by fire alone could have changed the course 
of battle at Dien Bien Phu. 

"5. Although logistical support will present a major 
problem, I am satisfied we can resolve it by our multiple 
means of resupply. Enemy interdiction of the airfield at 
Khe Sanh will not deny our reinforcement and support capability 
by helicopters. As pointed out in(General Wheeler's)response 
to the President, we could also re-open Route 9 for a land 
line of communication. This would take 22 company days of 
engineer effort, but with considerable cost in security. 

"6. Although not ideal, the tactical situation at Khe 
Sanh as well as our improved combat techniques and capabili­
ties are considerably different from those at Dien Bien Phu. 

"7. Addressing the President's query on additional help 
required, with the current level of activity we need an addi­
tional squadron of C-130 aircraft, complete with ground handling 
and maintenance crews, for immediate usage. In addition, I 
recommend a second s1uadron of C-130's be alerted for immediate 
movement if unforeseen contingencies arise. Admiral Sharp may 
wish to address these requirements from the standpoint of 
assets available elsewhere in the theater. Additionally, 
it would be prudent to have heavy air drop equipment in re­
serve which can be called forward if we need it. We currently 
have a capability of delivering 600 tons per day for 14 days 
with no recovery. I would like at least an equal quantity 
ready for immediate air shipment forward if required. These 
requirements are also being submitted separately. Acceleration 
of the issue of M-16 rifles, M-60 machine guns and M-29 mortars 
to South Vietnamese Army (ARVN) units would improve our posture 
in ec~nomy of force areas. The importance of helicopter assets 
in the pending battle cannot be overstated. To achieve the 
necessary helicopter lift for forces deployed to Northern Ccrps 
Tactical Zone, I plan drawing on Rosson's (Commander I Field 
Force) and Weyand's (Commander II Field Force) assets to a 
major degree. Expediting the rate of delivery of replacement 
helicopters for assault helicopter companies and assault support 
helicopter companies would aid in maintaining our situation 
in the south during the battle in the north. We are also ex­
periencing high loss rates of 0-1 observation aircraft and 

"----------,------------



r e p l a c e m e n t s  a r e  u r g e n t l y  n e e d e d  t o  m a i n t a i n  our o b s e r v a t i o n  
a n d  s u r v e i l l a n c e  c a p a b i l i t y  o v e r  our n e w l y  o p e n e d  L O C ,  new a r e a s  
u n d e r  p a c i f i c a t i o n ,  enemy r o u t e s  o f  i n f i l t r a t i o n  a n d  enemy b a s e  
a r e a s .  The  n o r t h e r n  I C o r p s  T a c t i c a l  Zone  h a s  g r e a t l y  i n c r e a s e d  

: o u r  e n g i n e e r i n g  r e q u i r e m e n t s .  C o n s t r u c t i o n  o f  a l o g i s t i c a l  
ba se ,  t h e  m a i n t e n a n c e  o f  R o u t e  I i n  t h a t  a r e a ,  c o n s t r u c t i o n  o f  
DYE MARKER o b s t a c l e / s t r o n g  p o i n t  s y s t e m ,  p l u s  t h e  n e e d  o f  
o p e n i n g  R o u t e  9 t o  Khe Sanh  w i l l  t a x  s e v e r e l y  o u r  c o n s t r u c t i o n  
c a p a b i l i t y .  P r o v i d i n g  t h e  N a v a l  N o b i l e  C o n s t r u c t i o n  B a t t a l i o n  
y e t  t o  b e  f u r n i s h e d  a s  p a r t  o f  P r o g r a m  5 w o u l d  s i g n i f i c a n t l y  
i m p r o v e  our b u i l d u p  i n  t h e ' n o r t h .  Wi th  r e g a r d  t o  R e p u b l i c  o f  
Korea F o r c e s ,  a c t i o n  s h o u l d  b e  t a k e n  t o  o p p o s e  a n y  t h o u g h t  o f  
w i t h d r a w i n g  e l e m e n t s  o f  R e p u b l i c  of  Korea f o r c e s  i n  V i e t n a m  
a n d  r e t u r n i n g  t h e m  t o  K o r e a .  I n  a d d i t i o n ,  e v e r y  e f f o r t  s h o u l d  
b e  made t o  r e - o p e n  n e g o t i a t i o n s  r e g a r d i n g  t h e  p r o p o s e d  R O K  
l i g h t  d i v i s i o n  d e p l o y m e n t  a s  s o o n  as t h e  s i t u a t i o n  i n  Korea 
w i l l  a l l o w .  E x p e d i t e d  d e p l o y m e n t  of  t h e  T h a i  l i g h t  d i v i s i o n ,  
w i t h i n  p r a c t i c a l  l i m i t a t i o n ,  i s  m o s t  d e s i r a b l e  a n d  w o u l d  p e r -  
m i t  g y e a t e r  f l e x i b i l i t y  i n  t h e  e m p l o y n e n t  o f  o u r  r e a d y  r e a c t i o n  
f o r c e s  i n  R V N .  

"8. The u s e  o f  t a c t i c a l  n u c l e a r  w e a p o n s  s h o u l d  n o t  b e  
r e q u i r e d  i n  t h e  p r e s e n t  s i t u a t i o n  i n  v i e w  o f  t h e  a u t h o r i t y  t o  
u s e  COFRAN. However ,  s h o u l d  t h e  s i t u a t i o n  i n  t h e  DMZ a r e a  
c h a n g e  d r a m a t i c a l l y ,  we s h o u l d  b e  p r e p a r e d  t o  i n t r o d u c e  weapons  
of g r e a t e r  e f f e c t i v e n e s s  a g a i n s t  m a s s e d  f o r c e s .  U n d e r  s u c h  
c i r c u m s t a n c e s  I v i s u a l i z e  t h a t  e i t h e r  t a c t i c a l  n u c l e a r  w e a p o n s  
o r  c h e m i c a l  a g e n t s  w o u l d  b e  a c t i v e  c a n d i d a t e s  f o r  e m p l o y m e n t . "  

E A R L E  G .  WHEELER 
C H A I R M A N  

J O I N T  CHIEFS OF STAFF 

3 

lur ; 

replacements are urgently needed to maintain our observation 
and surveillance capability over our newly opened LOC, new areas 
under pacification, enemy routes of infiltration and enemy base 
areas: The northern I Corps Tactical Zone has greatly incTeased 
our engineering requirements. Construction of a logistical 
base, the maintenance of Route I in that area, construction of 
DYE MARKER obstacle/strong point system, plus the need of 
opening Route 9 to Khe Sanh will tax severely our construction 
capability. Providing the Naval Mobile Construction Battalion 
yet to be furnished as part of Program 5 would significantly 
improve our buildup in the north. With regard to Republic of 
Korea Forces, action should be taken to oppose any thought of 
withdrawing elements of Republic of Korea forces in Vietnam 
and returning them to Korea. In addition, every effort should 
be made to re-open negotiations regarding the proposed ROK 
light division deployment as soon as the situation in Korea 
will allow. Expedited deployment of the Thai light division, 
within practical limitation, is most desirable and would per­
mit greater flexibility in the employment of our ready reaction 
forces in RVN. 

"8. The use of tactical nuclear weapons should not be 
required in the present situation in view of the authority to 
use COFRAM. However, should the situation in the DMZ area 
change dramatically, we should be prepared to introduce weapons 
of greater effectiveness against massed forces. Under such 
circumstances I visualize that either tactical nuclear weapons 
or chemical agents would be active_ candidates for employment." 

·------T----------

~of.!o~ 
EARLE G. WHEELER 

CHAIRMAN 
JOINT CHIEFS OF STAFF 

TO? SECRFI:::::.. 
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Mr. President: 

Herewith Bus Wheeler's f i r s t  daily 
report on Khe Sanh. 

"Gravel munitions, ' I  i n  para. 7, a re  
the small anti-personnel mines developed 
for the barrier.  

. -attachment 

.. .- . 

- 

1 

.- . .. 

- .. . 

.... . ... . 
>!:!: .,... . .: ..  ..... 
:.:< 
.?.. :.:: . .... ..... ..... ... 

ty', 

Il\l"F0RWTION 

THE WHITE HOL~d 

WASHIHIlTON 

TQE ' ... j1L'2;' 

Monday, Feb. 5, 1968 
12 :00 noon t~,.:. ;,';";1) 

Herewith Bus Wheeler's first daily 
report on Khe Sanh. 

"Gravel munitions, " in para. 7, are 
the small anti-personnel mines developed 
for the barrier. ~ 

W.c;~t?'Rostow 

l§;: U oU!lT attachment 
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THE JOlluT CHIEFS OF 'STAFF 
WASHINGTON, D.C. 20S01 CL 
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CM-2968-68 
5 February  1968 

Ur( LL3>IFlEl) 
J L S  m-3- 78& Authority _ _ ~  MEMORANDUM-FOR THE PRESIDENT 

Subject: Situation in the Khe Sanh Area  
By+ 

, ?<AILb, Qnte 3 -/6 - "7 

1. At the p re sen t  t ime,  the situation in the Khe Sanh a r e a  is quiet. 
No enemy contacts have been reported in the a r e a  since the at tack on 
Hill 861 ended yesterday a t  6:25 PM EST, the details  of which a r e  
descr ibed  in the succeeding paragraphs.  

2 .  At 3:OO P M  EST yesterday, the Khe Sanh combat base began 

Twenty minutes l a t e r  a force 
receiving heavy concentrations of enemy rocket, a r t i l l e ry  and m o r t a r  
f i re .  
ported with rocke t  and m o r t a r  f i r e ,  launched a ground attack against  
the US Marine company poeition on Hill 861, three and one-half miles  
northwest of the Khe Sanh a i r s t r ip .  As the fighting grew in intensity, 

ded, a r t i l l e ry  support  . _,'A..-*ilw , 
s. (CS' tear-oas)  *. . ,..o .___ 

of the enemy succeeded in penetrating the 
defensive wire  on the per imeter  of the position, but the Marine defenders 
held the i r  positions and drove the enemy off. 
minutes l a t e r  the enemy 'resumed the assaul t  on Hill 861 while continuing 
to del iver  m o r t a r  f i re  on the Khe Sanh combat base. 

Approximately thirty 

Apyrn 
o u r  Ia te r ' . the 'mor ta r  he..Sanh ba=td:;d;%pd;-t! 

s-Zy-AtT25 PM EST a l l  
anh a i r s t r i p  was open. 

$! . . . I._, 

In the at tack on Hill 861, the 
~ n ~ m ~ ~ o s t . ~ p . ~ o x i m a t e l y  -. ._- ,,__._I-.-. .I.. -"-I lO$,,kiLle& eight of the dead were  found inside 
the pe r ime te r  and numerous enemy dead were  hanging f r o m  the barbed 
wire  on the pe r ime te r  of the Marine company position. ,,CS &;arm& 
&iSXXLtiey, all f r o m  the company on Hill 861, were placed, a%y.e&& 
&lLad.:arid.4XY,taWdqd. 
total o f ~ 2 ~ . . 8 ~ ~ x 0 . \ l h d ~ : ~ f . . ~ ~ r ~ , a ~ u . s ~ ~ c a 1 ~ r ~ ~ ~ ~ i l l ~ . r ~ ~ a ~ d ~ , ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ , ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~  
r ~ ~ o ~ ~ , , t t n g s x y & r & & g g  s€..th*. KLe.Sanh:ba.s-~,wxi : s~~:~eg.ndieg:. a~ejs 

. .._-rl 

Marine units in the Khe Sanh area expended a 

THE JOINT CHIEFS OF STAFF 
WASHIHGTON, D.C. 20~OI 

CM-2968-68 
5 February 1968 

D£CU\3~,IFiEj) 

Authority JC.S //.>---3- 7J> ~ MEMORANDUM FOR THE PRESIDENT 

Subject: Situation in the Khe Sanh Area By ¥ ,t{AHb, Date 3 -/~ -7"1 

1. At the present time, the situation in the Khe Sanh area is quiet. 
No enemy contacts have been reported in the area since the attack on 
Hill 861 ended yesterday at 6:25 PM EST, the details of which are 
described in the succeeding paragraphs. 

2. At 3:00 PM EST yesterday, the Khe Sanh combat base began 
receiving heavy concentrations of enemy rocket, artillery and mortar 

fire. Twenty minutes later a f?~~~e._2,£I::o,p.,?2.9:~t:?,;}~(}:~n<:n1Y! sup­
ported with rocket and mo,tar fire, launched a ground attack against 
the US Marine company pokition on Hill 861, three and one-half miles 
northwest of the Khe Sanh airstrip. As the fighting grew in intensity, 
the Khe Sanh combat base provided artillery "upport, which .i""s1jJ.Q.~,i:;l 

,~, "~ ___ ,,_,~.,,_,_,, .,' .• i-., •. , ._ ••• _ ..... ,.> ... ,.;, - _ ...... _._' _, .' _, .... ':'.~"'_"""'·_ .. ",,,P' __ ":' -,' ...... ""'"", ..... -. .. ,,,.\<0 ¥' 

the delivery of chemical munitions CCS teargas) on the enemy,~, At 
4':20'-PM'E'ifT-a"s'mall' g"roup-otth~';;:;~;;'y"'~";~c';e'~r~'di-;pe~~tr~ting the 
defensive wire on the perimeter of the position, but the Marine defenders 
held their positions and drove the enemy off. Approximately thirty 
minutes later the enemy resumed the assault on Hill 861 while continuing 
to deliver mortar fire on the Khe Sanh combat base. Approximately.one..;: 
~otir' 111. fer the mortar fire on tho KheSanh ba~e'e1l.<!~;~;~i4jli~_~t~?';:;L<>..~" 
ZJil.1..~§L1;>e.gan to~irn.i~~_s .. 11 i,:,i.nte?sE!Y~At6:25 PM EST all action had 
ended and the Khe Sanh airstrip was open. In the attack on Hill 861, the 

t~~J;,9.~!"'~I?'!''?,:X:~::E:~.~~!Y .. 19Jl .. kille~ eight of the dead were found inside 
the perimeter and numerous enemy dead were hanging from the barbed 
wire on the perimeter of the Marine company position .. 1JSNI'arliie', 
ej)j,a:rn~,,> all from the company on Hill 861, were placed. §:! sey,en;, 
JW:.l.e.d;aiid, .. :.tw.O.Uiia:~!i. Marine units in the Khe Sanh area expended a 
total of.;.f_ •. !iQ.O"'.r6.Ulid;;:;'cif.vgri!l-'J.!1"ca~,i!;tr$;:~;:J;i11e-}'.y;:an!i.:;nlc::>r.~Lt,:2~.e:idn,,'::t 
r~£.r;~s~,~o,·§'~~~$h~lli!lg ,ol .. the. Kh.e.sa;nh:.Q~,~~~,~Ug·:!!~E:"2~,!?!l~!lge!~~,;: 

._._.,--------

, 

------------­. __ ._----,-----_._--------:-
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3.  Yesterday, US Ai r  F0rce.B-52 , .__Y.--( bQmbe. 

enemy targets in the Khe Sanh/DMZ area. T 
of B-52 sorties flown in that a rea  ?j~s&k&w 

tons . - -  of ,, bombs "I-.- .deliv.ered ---.. 

. secondary ,I' __., . ., : ~- , ~,>.- explo.si9.n 

4. US tactical aircraft  flew 216. r i kLss  rtie s.;in'siipport 
rine. __-*-.. units . at Khe - Sanh.du hour+(79 US Air Force, 
US Marine Corps, and 43 US Navy). Bomb damage assessment of 

the foregoing sorties included three structures destroyed, seven 
bunkers destroyed and three secondary explosions. Weather prevented 
complete bomb darnage'asses sment. 

e-%upply ...,, " ,.~... during.thz,,pe _... .a-m3Untesls.rb ..128-:tn.s. j r  

6 .  No COFRAM was used during the period; however, these 
munitions a r e  available and will be considered for use a t  the appropriate 
time. 

7. General Westmoreland told me this morning a t  9:3C AM EST 

8. The weather observation a t  3:OO AM EST today in the Khe Sanh 
a rea  reflects cloudy conditions with visibility , at _.I.. .15 .mileg. --..* The outlook 
for the next 15 hours is  cloudy with'Iow cellings, poor visibility, drizzle 
and fog. F r o m  , -. _._.-'̂ ..&. lO:QO..PM,ES y _. until -.*.-.&..L-. 7 * C OAiKES,T-t9m-~rr~ow'the,i~ 
o~!_~c$c~ is-,-imerp_vee_d;, slpudy, ith higher c:eiXings and visibility at  
seven miles. 

9. Planned operations in support of Khe Sanh: 

, ._ .,_c 7 *, , 

a. .-..--= During .... ..__I"_ the.. n e x t . Z 4 : . . h o u ~ a . . ~ o , t S I ^ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ - ~ I f S ~ ~ B i r  , .-w.-..".- 'Force .. . .- . I_ B--52 . z 
aircraft a r e  scheduled..to. b0m.b. si 
Four of the targets a r e  in the vicinity of Khe Sanh while two targets 
a r e  adjacent to the Demilitarized Zone approximately 2 0  miles 
northeast of Khe Sanh. 

+.?gets .z le~r-E~e~emil i tarized"Zdne.  
2IYI+.IW ._....- ̂ -... -,__ i^~ _...A 

2 

~.'" -. ,".-"!,... - --.-.~ 

~ '.', :1 c' .. " : ; 
t ,i.. '.< .'.: '.' ." J i 

3. Yesterday, US Air ForceB..:~2.J;>9IDbe.rs'fl.rW"45:·s"0flf~against 
enemy targets in the Khe Sanh/DMZ area. This brings the total number 
of B-52 sorties flown in that area S5JlS~.J.~JanuarY1..968to·5b6,:::witfi 
FPptq~:;dm.at~.l:y16.-9_t}.9 .. tons_ofJ:0rn.:~~.~q.!'.Hyered on theeneITly.·I';' theSe 
.t;t.tJ~~I'l,.",:,_t.ot~L'?L1? 6. ~eE?,:d~Ey.!,~p19siQ~~hi!,'l.ebeen obse r.ved.·~ 

4. US tactical aircraft flew 216. strik!t-s..orties:ih·sllpport'of·US 
~.}1?:l:.in'f.~Hl1it~.a.t.~he Sanhdu;i~g·th;-p-;;~t~2.11W1.lrs:' (79 US Air Force, 

94 US Marine Corps, and 43 US Navy). Bomb damage assessment of 
the foregoing sorties included three structures destroyed, seven 
bunkers destroyed and three secondary explosions. Weather prevented 
complete bomb damage' assessment. 

6. No COFRAM was used during the period; however, these 
munitions are available and will be considered for use at the appropriate 
time. 

7. General Westmoreland told me this morning at 9:30 AM EST 

that ,g ra vel·· ~~~i.t.i,?l18..;F$..:r.~, ~~p!l.ce~'I,e ~ te rda.x~.~~.,~1:.~~§.J1Q.rtb._Q£.Khe 
'c::!:anh.~~~..." .... O'lt.t't ..... ~ '·········~·.· ... w.·J-"-,·, .. · __ ·, . 

~.-... ; ..... -
8. The weather observation at 3:00 AM EST today in the Khe Sanh 

area reflects cloudy conditions withvisJbil.~1._a..!1S.:mi1s.!? The outlook 
for the next 15 hours is cloudy with row'ce;'ilings, poor visibility, drizzle 

and fo g.. ~:,:~<.l:g:OO PMES !t()~.¥ .. ':.':}:i.!].LQ..Q~~ES·LtQ.~Q.~r~,:, the,:;' 
~go~!5_~ll: .. }g>E.:r_Cl'y5"sl;.,.clSlUdy,"·but wlth hlgher c:elhngs and vlslblhty at 
seven miles. 

9. Planned operations in support of Khe Sanh: 

a .P.~ti!.lg.t~e.t :~~.d':2.\lX s • ..:a..tota;l:"t".f!rUS ::Ai;:'Fo=r~:... B-:-52 ~ 
air=aftare scheduled.to. bom.b. six targets .. nea:r-:"the7'DE'niilHarfiea'Zdne. 
F;;-,;;'~f"tJ;;'t~g;;t~ ~'r~ i;;:'th-;';ici~ity of Khe Sanh while two targets 
are adjacent to the Demilitarized Zone approximately 20 miles 
northeast of Khe Sanh. 

2 
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.. 
b. For  the period ending 11:OO P M  EST today,..l,5b;*~c~i.~a_l 

omel9_Z.jrdd~fio.n.al”~~ 
,( all  .“-...+..-..-...D to auommt,.the planned e f f ~ ~ t ! 4 ;  

The actual number 
e it, additional sorties :lp,t2 Z L ~  

theoretical I . _ . ,  .. d-̂ Y.CN-LIII..”.~--.- total of 62‘tca,~ld-.b.e.~~.~e.r,ted, .- 

wbicki could be employed depends upon the weather in the a rea  and 
the ability to control the strikes. . ~ ~ , a ~ d i t i o ~ ~ ~ ~ h e . ’ ~ - ~ r  .. 

ITTY ~ . W . K ~ ~ a , s . ~ ~ e ~ ~ ~ ~ . . ~ ~ e . ~ - ~ o _ p r s r ~ d R a d d i t i o a a . l ~ ~ ~ ? - s e ; r .  
requested. ;. 

10. Enemy units in contact a r e  unknown a t  this time, but it is 
.+%elieved.: that the ~9.5,C..:Re.gime,nt.~~,.tar,g~ted~, 0.e. ,H~&LL? 31,.;an.d..8 61 .and th&. 
lOlst Regirne.$n,,p_q,I(he. Sanh;?. The exact location of other enemy units 
believed to be in the area is unknown. 

. .__I. .. . .., . 

.. 

&3- EARLE G. WHEELER 

Chairman 
Joint Chiefs of Staff 

3 

\.-' , . ,';1-
-''''-~' .... -

b. For the pe riod ending 11:00 PM EST today •. J2!?,.~_0J.~.~~ 

s 0 !!iE!.~ .~.?'.!!_ I)l<l, nn~ 4}::_"~g~.];.he_s..~l),h .. a, l':"'.~ . ..§~'I\!<.J9-? .,.ffig4J~!o_~~L:c:l:. 
,: li' o..:!ie s. a::: ; •. a_vai~~3l~o,9_~,.~:,:g_!£''l:.t1g!nentthe plaJ:ln~d_e,~fC?}:~,~;. 
Should the situation require it, additional sorties_llp.t?~.:.;. 
t~.e o.r~.~:X"!2.tel.ot.2?,,l..c..oul(Lb.e_ diY:e.}:",te..;t,.. The actual numbe r 
which could be employed depends upon the weather in the area and 
the ability to control the strikes. In.a.dditi6n.;,:-the:-a:irc·ralt\ 

;!.:sarl"ie.r .. I<IT::rY .. HAWK .. e.a~ .. 8.~E!.~..!!-~,-te_d.._t~'-P'..QYiJia.additionals19_se~., 
aJi:s~uppq.i,'twhim -requested._ 

10. Enemy units in contact are unknown at this time, but it is 
-.f>elieye4 that tlle9~.CJl.egill1.e.Il,U~.t~lig.ete.<!.S'.~ .. Hi.H§_8 81;/l.).J..d .. 86l.and the.:: 
101st __ !l.<egiI}?:~.'ltR",.KheSanh.c,. The exact location of other enemy units 
believed to be in the area is unknown. 

~$~ 
EARLE Go WHEELER 

Chairman 
Joint Chiefs of Staff 
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INFORMATION 

c- 
T H E  WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

Tuesday, February 6 ,  1968 
<9*- 9:50 a.m. 

$?LL , bG% 
Herewith Gen. Wheeler's daily Khe Sanh 

summary. 

The handwritten note on Abrams' assess-  
ment is  encouraging. 

In fact, there a re  now t w o  solid conclusions: 

-- the people didn't r ise;  _ _  the government and the South Vietnamese 
functioned under maximum surprise,  
shock, and strain. 

CM- 2970-68 
6 February 1968 

/ $.A Rostow 

-----_. , 

INFORMATION 

THE WHITE HOUSE 
WASHINGTON 

_ .. 

Tuesday, February 6, 1968 
9:50 a. m. ?) ,p-,,­f>./~ . , • u.... re , ..... 

Herewith Gen. Wheeler's daily Khe Sanh 
summary. 

The handwritten note on Abrams' assess­
ment is encouraging. 

In fact, there are now two solid conclusions: 

the people didn't rise; 
the goverrunent and the South Vietnamese 
functioned under maximum surprise, 
shock, and strain. 

CM-2970-68 
6 February 1968 



r :  

THE JOiNr CWIEFS OF STAFF 
WASHINGION, D.C. 20301 

CM-2970-68 
6 February 1 9 6 8  

1. There have been no major enemy c o n t a c t s  r e p o r t e d  i n  t h e  
An updated Khe Sanh a r e a  s i n c e  t h e  enemy a t t a c k  on H i l l  8 6 1 .  

r e p o r t  on US Marine c a s u a l t i e s  dur ing  t h e  a t t a c k  on H i l l  8 6 1  
shows 1 4  k i l l e d  and 3 2  wounded. 

2 .  Marine u n i t s  i n  t h e  Khe Sanh a r e a  r ece ived  s p o r a d i c  small  
arms and mor ta r  f i r e ,  The enemy f i r e  i nc reased  a s  supply  
mis s ions  t o  t h e  o u t l y i n g  o u t p o s t s  and H i l l  6 6 1  were conducted. 
However, t h e r e  were no r e p o r t s  of  c a s u a l t i e s  du r ing  t h e  pe r iod .  
Marine u n i t s  i n  t h e  Khe Sanh a r e a  expended a t o t a l  of  7 , 7 8 8  
rounds o f  v a r i o u s  c a l i b e r  a r t i l l e r y  and mor ta r  ammunition i n  
response  t o  t h e  spo rad ic  harassment f i r e  by t h e  enemy f o r c e s .  

3. During t h e  p a s t  2 4  hour s ,  US A i r  Force B - 5 2  bombers f lew 
55 s o r t i e s  a g a i n s t  enemy t a r g e t s  i n  t h e  Khe Sanh/D?lZ a r e a .  On 
4 February (5 February South Vietnam t ime) ,  33 B - 5 2  s o r t i e s ,  
n o t  p r e v i o u s l y  r e p o r t e d ,  were flown a g a i n s t  enemy t a r g e t s  i n  
t h e  Khe Sanh/DhIZ a r e a .  The B - 5 2  s o r t i e s  flown i n  t h a t  a r e a  
s ince  1 5  January  1 9 6 8  now t o t a l  6 5 4 ,  w i th  approximate ly  1 9 , 0 0 0  
t o n s  o f  bombs d e l i v e r e d  on t h e  enemy. 

4 .  US t a c t i c a l  a i r c r a f t  f l ew  213 s t r i k e  s o r t i e s  i n  suppor t  
of US Marine u n i t s  a t  Khe Sanh dur ing  the  p a s t  2 4  hours  (88 US 
A i r  Force,  9 0  US Navy, 35 US Marine Corps).  Bomb damage a s s e s s -  
ment o f  t h e  foregoing  s o r t i e s  inc luded  f i f t e e n  bunkers des t royed ,  
seven  gun p o s i t i o n s  des t royed ,  t h r e e  t r u c k s  d e s t r o y e d ,  t h r e e  
secondary f i r e s ,  and one secondary explos ion .  

t o n s .  

i 

5. A i r  landed r e supp ly  dur ing  t h e  p e r i o d  amounted t o  2 1 4  

6 .  No C O F M I  was used dur ing  t h e  p e r i o d .  

7. The weather  o b s e r v a t i o n  a t  3 : 0 0  AM EST (4:OO PM, 6 Feb, 
South Vietnam t ime)  today i n  t h e  Khe Sanh a r e a  r e f l e c t s  cloudy 
c o n d i t i o n s  w i t h  v i s i b i l i t y  a t  1 0  m i l e s .  The ou t look  f o r  t h e  
nex t  1 4  hours  is  cloudy wi th  l o w  c e i l i n g s ,  poor v i s i b i l i t y ,  

· 

,,,. JOINT 5TM7 

THE JOiNr CHIEFS OF STAFF 
WASHINGiON, D.C. 20301 

MEMORANDill4 FOR THE PRESIDENT 

Subject: Situation in the Khe Sanh 

CM-2970-68 
6 February 1968 

1. There have been no major enemy contacts reported in the 
Khe Sanh area since the enemy attack on Hill 861. An updated 
report on US Marine casualties during the attack on Hill 861 
shows 14 killed and 32 \~ounded. 

2. Marine units in the Khe Sanh area received sporadic small 
arms and mortar fire. The enemy fire increased as supply 
missions to the outlying outposts and Hill 861 were conducted. 
However, there were no reports of casualties during the period. 
Marine units in the Khe Sanh area expended a total of 7,788 
rounds of various caliber artillery and mortar ammunition in 
response to the sporadic harassment fire by the enemy forces. 

3. During the past 24 hours, US Air Force B-S2 bombers flew 
55 sorties against enemy targets in the Khe Sanh/mrZ area. On 
4 February (5 February South Vietnam time), 33 B-52 sorties, 
not previously reported, were flmm against enemy targets in 
the Khe Sanh/DMZ area. The B-52 sorties flown in that area 
since 15 January 1968 now total 654, with approximately 19,000 
tons of bombs delivered on the enemy. 

4. US tactical aircraft flew 213 strike sorties in support 
of US Marine units at Khe Sanh during the past 24 hours (88 US 
Air Force, 90 US Navy, 35 US Marine Corps). Bomb damage assess­
ment of the foregoing sorties included fifteen bunkers destroyed, 
seven gun positions destroyed, three trucks destroyed, three 
secondary fires, and one secondary explosion. 

5. Air landed resupply during the period amounted to 214 
tons. 

6. No COFRAJ.r was us ed during the period. 

7. The weather observation at 3:00 AI"I EST (4:00 PM, 6 Feb, 
South Vietnam time) today in the Khe Sanh area reflects cloudy 
conditions with visibility at 10 miles. The outlook for the 
next 14 hours is cloudy with low ceilings, poor visibility, 

--,-----"----'-------,--------



d r i z z l e  and  f o g .  
S o u t h  Vietnam t i m e )  u n t i l  7 : O O  AM EST, 7 Feb (8:OO PM, 7 Feb, 
S o u t h  Vietnam t i m e )  t h e  o u t l o o k  i s  improved:  
h i g h e r  c e i l i n g s ,  and v i s i b i l i t y  a t  s e v e n  mi les ,  w i t h  o c c a s i o n a l  
l i g h t  showers .  

From 9 : 0 0  PbI EST, 6 Feb ( 1 O : O O  MI, 7 Feb, 

c l o u d y ,  b u t  w i t h  

8.  P l a n n e d  o p e r a t i o n s  i n  s u p p o r t  o f  Khe Sanh:  

a .  Dur ing  t h e  n e x t  24 h o u r s ,  a t o t a l  o f  3 3  US Air Force  
B-52 a i r c r a f t  a r e  s c h e d u l e d  t o  bomb f i v e  t a r g e t s  n e a r  t h e  
D e m i l i t a r i z e d  Zone. Two o f  t h e  t a r g e t s  a r e  i n  t h e  v i c i n i t y  o f  
Khe Sanh,  two t a r g e t s  a r e  n e a r  t h e  L a o t i a n  b o r d e r  a p p r o x i m a t e l y  
10 miles s o u t h w c s t  o f  Khe Sanh,  and one  t a r g e t  i s  a d j a c e n t  t o  
the  D e m i l i t a r i z e d  Zone a p p r o x i m a t e l y  2 0  m i l e s  n o r t h e a s t  o f  Khe 
Sanh.  

b .  Fo r  t h e  p e r i o d  ending  11:OO PM EST t o d a y  (12:OO Soon, 

One hundred t h i r t y - f o u r  a d d i t i o n a l  s o r t i e s  
7 Feb,  S o u t h  Vietnam t i m e ) ,  1 7 5  t a c t i c a l  s o r t i e s  a r e  p l anned  i n  
t h e  Khe Sanh a r e a .  
a r e  a v a i l a b l e  on  c a l l  t o  augment t h e  p l a n n e d  e f f o r t .  
s i t u a t i o n  r e q u i r e  i t ,  a d d i t i o n a l  s o r t i e s  up t o  a t h e o r e t i c a l  
t o t a l  o f  6 4 6  c o u l d  b e  d i v e r t e d  i n t o  t h e  a r e a .  

t i o n s  i n  t h e  Khe Sanh a r e a .  

Should  t h e  

9 .  T h e r e  have  been  no changes  r e p o r t e d  i n  enemy t r o o p  d i s p o s i -  

EARLE G. WHEELER 

Joint Chiefs of Staff 
Chairman 

drizzle and fog. From 9:00 PH EST, 6 Feb (10:00 A"l, 7 Feb, 
South Vietnam time) until 7:00 AM EST, 7 Feb (8:00 PM, 7 Feb, 
South Vietnam time) the outlook is improved: cloudy, but with 
higher ceilings, and visibility at seven miles, with occasional 
light showers. 

8. Planned operations in support of Khe Sanh: 

a. During the next 24 hours, a total of 33 US Air Force 
B-S2 aircraft are scheduled to bomb five targets near the 
Demilitarized Zone. Tlvo of the targets are in the vicinity of 
Khe Sanh, two targets are near the Laotian border approximately 
10 miles southwest of Khe Sanh, and one target is adjacent to 
the Demilitarized Zone approximately 20 miles northeast of Khe 
Sanh. 

b. For the period ending 11:00 PM EST today (12:00 Xoon, 
7 Feb, South Vietnam time), 175 tactical sorties are planned in 
the Khe Sanh area. One hundred thirty-four additional sorties 
are available on call to augment the planned effort. Should the 
situation require it, additional sorties up to a theoretical 
total of 646 could be diverted into the area. 

9. There have been no changes reported in enemy troop disposi­
tions in the Khe Sanh area. 

~---,- ~-----

~ tJ.cIJ~ 
EARLE G. WHEELER 

Chairman 
Joint Chiefs of Staff 

=-
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F I R E  R E S U L T I N G  II'I USXC V I A  EVACUATED. A N  A R T I L L E 2 Y  XISSI2N XAS 
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'jij 8 RET ~1AC 01666 EYES ONLY 
aUBJ: DAILY REPORT ON KHZ SAHH/DMZ SITUATION 

THIS IS "lYWITI~.L REPLY TO YOUR REQUESY FOR A SU:,J:olARY 
OF ACTIVITY IN T~E KHE SANH/D~Z AREA. THE PERIOD COVERED IS 041200H 
TO 0512001{ FEB 68: 

DUrlING THE INITIAL 17 HOURS OF THE PERIOD KHZ SA~JH CO,'IBAT 
BASE A;~;) ~I.A?1I>IE U,HTS IN THE SCOTLAND AREA REPORTED A TOTAL 
OF APPROXIMATELY SIX ROUNDS OF ROCKET FIRE AND 70 ROUNDS OF MORTAR 
FIRE R£SULTLW IN THREE USl,le \ilIA EV:~CUATED. AN ARTILLERY ~lISSI:)N WAS 
fIRED RESULTI~IG n A REPORTW 10 OIl/A KIA. IN ADD IT ION, AT 050400H, 
KHE SA~IH CO~'J8Ar BASE BEGAN RECEIVING ROCKETS, AilTY AND :,IORTAR 
FIRE AND AT 050400H ~I!\RI>IES ON HILL 861, N,v OF KHE SA~JH, CA.'JE UNDER 
GROUND ATTACK BY AN ESTI~ATED 200 ENE~Y (aN ~INUS) USING 3ANGALORE 
TORPEDOES, SATCHEL CH/IRGES AND t'10RTARS. THE ,10RTAR ATTACK ON KHE 
SANH COMBAT BASE TERMINATED AT 0630H BUT RESUMED AGAIN AT 1100H. 

'THE GROUND ATTAC:< O~I HILL 861 HAD DHlINISHED AT 0645H, ~iITH nlITIAL 
CASUALTY REPORTS LISTING AN ESTI~ATED 100 ENENY KIA AN) FRIENDLY L03SES 
OF SEVEN KIA A:lD 24 ':lIA EVACUATED. i:lURI>IG THE PERIOD, 39 3-52'S RAN 
SIX STRIKES DELIVERING 975 TONS OF ORDNANCE IN SUPPORT OF THE KHE 
SANH CO,BAT BASE A:'lj) THE SCOTLAND .4REA. 

MARI.'lE U:'lITS IN THE KHE SANH ARE." EXPENDED A TOTAL OF' 2819 
ROUilDS OF VAR rous C.4UBER ARTY OiORTAR l'l R£SPOilSE TO THE E~JEMY SHELLING 
OF THE KHE S';;'JH CO~IBAT BASE A>ID E>IVIrlONS. THE :·lARrJE AIRCRAFT '»1:-1G 
Fl.E'1i 94 SORTI~S IN SUPPOi'lT OF 7HE nW~D :1';~L'lE DIVISIO:'l DUi'/UG THE 
PERIOD. 81 CF' THE SOnTES ',ERE TPQ'S U DIRECT SUPPORT, 13 SORTIES 

-:RE IrI CLOSE SUPPO.'lT. 50:'13 i:lM1AGE ASSZ3S'IZNT OF THE rO?EGOUG 
..>uRTIES I:'~CLiJ;)C:D THH:!:E: STiiUCTURES DESBOYSD,SEVE:·1 aUtlK:::RS 
D~~TROY-D A'I" T""l;'~ S;;'CO""'\~Y EX;:>L~"IQ\I~ 'J-AT'c1~o "n""I-l TO"~ I!..:'I . ,:., ~;"!.J r.;"'I;_,!, .... :~':""r\.-': • U;:, ,~ •.. j.~:-i n':' .. , !"'vdwt _' l'f~ 

PR£VE,HED A COdPLETE 301'13 DA>lAGE ASSESS:'lE;iT. 43 OF IXE TOTAL SORT ES 
FLO;.q'l, im .. !VERING A TOTAL OF 100.7 TO:jS OF ORD~\IA,I:';E, '~ER£. rLo\i~1 IN 
~llPPn.~T n~ 'T\.U:" TM!d='OTATC' vut:'. ~",-\l.H ",n!':'. 11 ....... ~ ........ ~ .. ..-- ..... -.~~.--- -- --

-~,-~------~ ·------1-----·-- ---_._--
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1 - a  a - a s *  - a  . t * r  ~ I ' I L ' I L . v L . ? ~ ~ J .  i \ I I C I  JHiVn'HIl&H. U J H T  >UXLlL> H?iIJ?INlCU f ( J  ? Y ,  
i ..mx T H E  U S ~ J  FLE:.! 43 SORTIES.  T O T A L  TACTICAL SC,'ITIZS FLOVN W E R E  

203. i 
i 

A1IILA:Ji)ED ZESUPPLY EJG? I!?G THE '?E.i?IOD A2IOUL3TED T O  123 TGNS. 
NO COF2A':T !ifAS USED DU3I:JI; THE PERIOD. 
FOR THK NZXT 24 FiOU3 PZRIOD, FXAiif PLA.!IJ  ̂ j0 STRIKE SOXTLES 

1 IN THE KHE SAiSU'H AREA I t i  D I R E C T  3UPP32T O F  THE 2tj'iH 
THESE S O R T I E S  %'ILL BE FLO!$iS TH3OO:IGHOijT THS 24 HOgg P E R I O ~  A ~ J D  
ausIsr O F  A V A R  I ~ T Y  OF  ORD:JA~.ICE. 

A?J ADDITIOXAL 12 ST?ii(ZS S O R T I E S  !$ILL 3E AVAILA3LE OiJ HOT PAD 
ALERT FOE S C 2 A X X E  AS 2EQUIRE.D. D?IE TO DAi$KiZ SUSTAIiVJSD BY ..:ARINE 

H?S BEEN A ?El,ZJCTION IN AVAILL?BLE MA21;E A I R  SORTIES.  F I F T Y  EIGi lT  

' F I V E  ARC LIGHT STRIKES :$ILL BE FLO':;;\I FOR T 3 E  5 -6 I'EB PE'3IC3. 
Ti-IERE ARE ClJ3;AE;JTLY 32 ADDITIOIJAL AF TACTICAL SUPPORT AIRC3AFT O N  
CALL IN SU?PORT O F  XHX SAHX VHICH COULD PZODUCE 130 S C 2 T I E S  13 
A 24 :-1OUR PZRIOD. '5XOrJl.D TI% SITUATION R E Q U I Z E ,  ADEITIOY4L S C R I T E S  
O)ULD 3E D I V E R T 3  UP T O  A THEORETICAL TOTAL O F  523. THE XUXBEY. TH9T 
COULD BE EYPLOYED WOULD DEPE:.'ID UPON TtIL YEATHER A X I  OUR A B I L I T Y  T O  

AIRCRAFT OiS G?OUiJD DUZI!,!G RECEitT ROCKET ATT4CK O$l CHg 1.41, TljXRE 

7TH A F  STFtIXYS SO3TIZS A31 PLAbJNED TC AUG:4EI,lT THE F?!!.?b! EFFORT IN 
THE VICI!IITY OF KHE SA:JH C083AT BASE. T H E  YSN WILL FLY 4 3  SOZ'iIES, 

C O ~ T R O L  THE STR IXES.  

BELIEVE THAT THE 9 5 C  KEGT IS TARGETED O N  HILLS 881 AL4D 361 A?!D 
THE ItIlST REGT O N  K H E  SANH. THE EXACT LOCATION OF OTHER ENEhIY UNITS 
"T1:I,IEVED TO 3 E  IN THE A R E A  IS UNKNOWfi .  

SSO VOTE: DZLII IER.  IY?!EDIATELY, CAS "PASS TO t42 CHILLEPII"  FOR 
kM8 BUXKER.  
65 0 

ENE3Y U d I T S  iN COXTACT A R E  U:JXI\IO':lN A T  T H I S  T I B E ,  BUT VE 

.H, _n6 "" ......... '&'1·H·u •• L.I.I.~'c. 1\1Ie. o::JMt'fn MrU' .. H,'. U':'H,r ;:'U!i.L.1.l!.:J A~"lUUNlt!.U· fO 1'j, 
,(lILE THE US!~ FLEw 43 SORTIES. TOTa T!:)CTICAl. SORTES FLO~'I~l WERE 

203. 
AIRLA~DED RESUPPLY JURI~G THE-PERIOD AMOUNTED TO 128 TONS. 
NO COfRAil ',~,~S USED DURHIG THE PERIOD. 
FOR THE NEXT 24 MOU,~ PERIOD, F11 A \iJ PLAllS 50 STRIKE SORTIES 

IN THE KHE SA;~H AREA HI DIRECT SUPPORT Of THE 26TH "lARL'lES. 
THESE SORTIES '!lILL BE fLO!)!N TH"OUGHOUT THE 2LI HOUR PERIOD AIm 
'CONSIST Of A V.~RETY Of OFW:~M·,lCE. 

AN ADDITIOJAL 12 STRIKES SORTIES WILL BE AVAILABLE ON HOT PAD 
ALERT fOR SCRA;elE AS REQUIRZD. DUE TO DMAGE SUSTAIN::D BY ,'lARI'~E 
AIRCRAfT Oi'l GrlOU;W DURItlG RECENT ROCKET ATTACK ON OKU LAI, n~RE 
H.~S BEEN A ~E!)U8TION IN AVAILtl,8LE MRINE AIR SORTIES. fIFTY EIGHT 
7TH Af STRIKSS SORTIES ,ilRE PLA~JNED TO AUG,1EilT THE F~l.~W £HORT IN 
THE VICI~ITY OF KHE SA~H COM3AT BASE. THE USN WILL FLY 48 SORTIES. 
'FIVE ARC LIGHT STRIKES '.HLL 8E fLO':!N FOR THE 5 -6 rEB PERIOD. 
THERE ARE CU:-lRE;nLY 32 ADDITIONAL AI' TACTIC,)L SUPPORT AIRCRAFT ON 
CALL IN SUPPORT OF ;(HE SANH I'THICH COULD PRODUCE 180 SORTIES I~l 
A 24 HOUR PERIOD. SHOULD THE SITUATIO:-l REQUIRE, ADDITIO\T,~L SORITES 
mULD 3E DIVERED UP TO A THEORETICAL TOTAL OF 623. THE ;~mIBE?, THAT 
COULD BE E:1PLOYED WOULD DEPE:ID UPON THE '!lE;l,THER AND OUR .~BILITY TO 
CONTROL THE STR IKES. 

E~JE:1Y UNITS IN CONTACT ARE UiJKNO','iiJ AT THIS TP1E, BUT H[ 
BELIEVE THAT THE 95C REGT IS TARGETED ON HILLS 881 A~D 861 A~D 
THE 101ST REGT ON KHE SANH. THE EXACT LOCATION Of OTHER ENE~lY UNITS 
P~lIEVED TO BE IN THE AREA IS UNKNOWN. 

SSO NOTE: DELIVER INi'lEDIATELY. CAS "PASS TO 11R CHILLEl'lI" FOR 
A~lB BUNKER. 
550 
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. S g 8 R E '1' 1·jt, 0 21595 E Y'!: S 0 NL Y 
THIS IS THE SECOnD REPO::?T ON THF. KHE SA''lH ;\"'::::.1\ AND COVlfE:1S TW~ 

PERIOD 051~!J0T TO 061200 F:BRUARY 1953. 
. DURING THIS PERIOD TH'~ Ki1£ St>"JH CO\·;3~T B.ol.SE:~\1D t1p,RI,,'E !-"'TITS 

In THE SCOTV"D ~,"';:~, CO\1TI~·l\'E:D TO RECEIV::: SPORt-,:HC S~~_(\,L1_ t,R'''S p,'lDD 
Q~TPR FIRE:. TH::: ENT.JY FIRE P1CREASSD AS SljppLY ,1ISSIOilS TO Tf-!!': 011'[­
LYING OP'S M0D HILL 861 HERE CO'lDlJCTED. HOl,IEVER, THERE: ' .. JERE t)::J REPC?TS 
OF C!l.SU.~.LTI~S D!!RI~l'3 THE PERIOD. !'1!l.RINE IJ'HTS In THE KHZ SAnH ,~R2A 
EXPEnDED A TOTAL OF 7788 ROUNDS OF VARIO\,S CALIBER ARTILLERY A~D 
NORTAR Ar1~'11Jt!ITION 1'1 ?ES?ONSS TO THE SPOt>ADIC H.!}'1~SStlEt'!T n:::: 3Y T~E 
E~rr.::~·!Y FORCES. tlO CO?R!l,:'~ l'JAS USED. DURING Tm:: PERIOD, 43 3-52 ,~,IRCR~"T 
ADE FIVE STRIKES IN THE 'JIAG,~.RA PREP .• ,o.IR SU",PC":T IN TH!': KHZ SANH 
(NIAGARA) AREA ~AS PROVIDED BY 35 USMN SORTI~S, 38 USA~ SC?TI~S AMD 
921 USrj SORTIE:S FOR A TOTAL OF' 213 TPCTICt,L SORTES. ALTEO'J3E CO'F"LEE 
BONB D~NAGS oSSESS"!"NT '.",,",S PREVE\lED BY ADVERSE '.'IEATHER, THZ FOLLO'!i-
ING "IASIREPORED: O~lE SECOND.O,RY EXPLOSIOn, T~?KE SECO\lDA'lY ?IRSS, CO';:'!E\! 
GUN POSITIONS DESTROYED, THREE TRUCKS DESTROYED, AnD 15 B'):I1(E?S 
DESTROYED. 

AIR REStjPPLY VAS HF'ECED Il! THE KHE SANH AREA Dl'RING THf. PEJIOD 
wITH THE DELIVERY (&IRL~NDF.D) OF 214 SHORT TONS. 

FOR THt PERIOD 2612210T TO 27120'::lH FE8RIJ~,RY, THE ~P.RWE AIR 'n:lG 
PLANS TO FLY 69 HCTICll1. OI? SORTIES 1\1 SUPPORT OF' THE v,e:: 86'!H ,~RE1. 
'mILE A~l ADDITIONfl.L 14 AI'lCRAF'T [,[ILL 9E ot·) CALL DlJRI'!G nr:: PERIOD. 
USfl.F SORT ISS PL,t.N'jED FOR THE '!SXT PER IOD P! ~H;\,G.n.RA P\lQ t.'~n TO 54, ',HI"'E 
THE US~! l'jILL FLY 5'2 SOyEES, !"1JI'> A GP1.~m TOHL 0" 175 PLo\PIED SORTES. 
THE PS.~ F' ',T ILL H,WE 126 SORT IES ON CPL1. FOR THE 'HAGAPA ,~REA. ~LSO, 
AN ,~DDIT IONAL 396 USA~ 50RT1SS !.."lD '25g !]S\) SORTIES COt}LO 3'!: D!lfF:?EO 
INTO THE KHE: SAt1H~REA, FOR A TH'20P.ZTICAL TOTAL OF 646 ADDITIO'!AL 
SORTIES. THIRTY-SIX ,~RC LIGHT STRI'{E:S ARE SCHSD!!LED pI THE 'H~GARt., 
AREA. 

ENE~lY UNIT ID;;:~lTIqC~.TIONS REt,lAr) THE SA'lE AS REPORED YESERDAY, 
AND THE THPE,o,T TO KHE SA~lH RE":ADIS !J\)C!-!~~:GED. 
GP-4 

sso :TOTE: DELI'!S? D'!RWG DUTY Horps. 
400 
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INFORMATION 

Wednesday, February 7, 1968 

10:45 a. m. 

Mr. President: 

Herewith Gen. Wheeler 1 s Khe Sanlt 
daily __ key pas sage s marked. 
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MEMORANDUM FOR THE PRESIDENT 

S u b j e c t :  S i t u a t i o n  i n  the  Khe Sanli Area 

7%..-. 

1 
a ins?. : C ~ . _ a c d . ~ . S p u y ~ i  

6 February,  South Vietnam time) t h e  Khe Sanh Combat Base and 
US Marine u n i t s  i n  t h e  surrounding a r e a  receiveL?.-~.3 ...-1-. ounJ.§ 

be,r,~.off.rockets 
t i n g  i n  f i v e ,  US i n e s  wounded.. 1 1 : 4 5  Ah1 EST y e s t e r -  

day (12: 4 5  AM on'"7-''FE?' a ry   south Vle tnam time) , t h e  Khe Sanh 
Comb a t  Base beg an r e c e i v i n g  a 11 e z t ~ y . .  .y.O.l .uneaf s o c k e  t.~ .and:: 

r e .  . . . . ..~ -AC . ,. approximately the  same time, th.e.la:g 1fei. 
O,r$>e%.-Ca.~p .".. cane under .  a heavy pcLm.d.-attack .by an 

enemy i n f a n t r y  company stippyrted by n ine - , a rzo red  
yd&s.les..bel.ieved .to .be Soviet.P.T.- 76.. Amphibious.. .Tanks :.(des- 
c r i p t i o n  a t t a c h e d ) .  By 1 : S O  PM EST ( 2 : 5 0  AN on 7 February,  
South Vietnam time) f i v e  ,-..--- of the.. tanks  ... ~ were_.r.e.por.ted . . to  h.ave:: 

ged -?-..--. o r  destro);-e'd L-.. The a t t a c k i n g  enemy a l s o  d i r e c t e d  
p o r t i n g  mortar  and a r t i l l e r y  f i r e  on t h e  Lang Vei 

defenses  , and an ae r i a 1 ~ o_ks~e,ryer,. S a k ~ ~ k - e .  .enemy...&np loy ijig 
fikame.-throrrers , , , ~  __._. ~ . . . i n  the... - .. a s s a u l t .  on Lang Vei.  Despi te  poor 
we a t h  e r c ond i t ions  US _c t a c t  _---- i caL..air.c r aft.:pr 0vid.e d.-C.ont i n u  a 1 
c l o s e  a i r  suppor t  during t h e  heavy fig!it ing and t h e  K h e '  Sanh 
Combat Base d e l i v e r e d  a l a r g e  volune o f  suppor t ing  a r t i l l e r y  
f i r e  throughout  t h e  b a t t l e .  The suppor t ing  f i r e  inc luded  2 8  
rounds o f  105-nm COFRAN ammunition, but,_r:xg-xg.p, 
P,ffiRSt.i~en~is:  has.-be.e.n. rec.e i v e  he i n t e n s i t y  o f  t h e  f i g h t -  
i ng  began t o  d iminish  a t  1 O : O O "  ST l a s t  n i g h t  (11:OO AN on 
7 February ,  South Vietnam t i m e ) .  US t a c t i c a l  a i r c r a f t  c o n t i n -  
ued to s t r i k e  enemy c o n c e n t r a t i o n s  throughout t h e  Klie Sanh - 
Lang Ve i  a r e a  dur ing  t h e , d a y  ( 7  February,  South Vietnam t ime) .  

xnin& :(.4 : .3Q-PX.-  on-.-'i--February;- -S.o.U fh"'t'ie tfia ime, . L a t e s t  
r e p o r t s  i n d i c a t e  f i g h t i n g  s t i l l  p r e v a i l s ,  b u t  on a l i m i t e d  
scale. There a r e  no r e p o r t s  a s  y e t  o f  t h e  e x a c t  e x t e n t  o f  
enemy o r  f r i e n d l y  c a s u a l t i e s ,  b u t  a pre l iminary  r e p o r t  s t a t e s  

Q.,Cfe~~"::iA...S h.e , .-?Ce.i..~area C During 
rn ing  hours  yes t e rday  (approximately 3 : O O  P!.I on 

i+$-$-yr.g.x. 2.i r.e:- rand'. k 

As:,.r,e~C~cn'.. ,Eeyc FJ&S 'en-. you 6: fb: C sgg-' vei a f ~. 3. : 3(L:.r& . s Z . t , h  i s 
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Subject: Situation in the Khe Sanh Area 

I. r.l'~·::~~n eTI)y:.:l1:ts::.tene,\'i e'd.·ftis:~·e fi:;)rt's-"g'g'aTTi s·t. 5) S .... :~:r:..d::S Ot1.t!l 
c¥·~':,lp.er1.~!?~.f;9:rce;;:cJJJ. .. th.e .. .Khe:";,,S.;;ln.h .. .:-~_Lang.Ve.Larea,: During 
the early morning hours yesterday (approximately 3:00 P~.I on 
6 February, South Vietnam time) the Khe Sanh Combat Base and 
US Marine un.i ts in the surrounding area recei vec1.53 .• CTounJs 
of... mixed mGrta.1.: .. £i re:.ilrid· an··uncle tefmined-mlmber of.rockets. C!C " .' -. _-4' ....... "'''' •• ,._, .... -_.- - - - "." .c. .• __ ..• '_'" ... , •. "' .... __ u. 

"re's'intfng in five USl-Iarines wounded. At 11:45 AM EST yester­
day (12: 4S AM oii"7"Pe'biuary ,"So'uth Vietnam time), the Khe Sanh 
Combat Base began receiving a .he'!'}~;tyg~l1,!l)te..;.o.£..ro.cket,·and:: 
lI)0F.~aJ:,,~ire, .cAl approximately the same time, th.e:.Lallg VeL~ 
~pecialForce3:..~al]lp,.c.ame under. a heavY,.&I.:QJ.md._attack .py an 
es·t'fmateuenemy infantry company supported by nine_s,rmPT.ed 
~'?l:ti~.les.<,believedtO-be Soviet...P.T-7-& Amphibious .. Tanks ~.(des­
cription attached). By 1:50 PM EST (2:50 AM on 7 February, 
Sou th Vietnam time) five o(_J;h.e::. tanks ...!~~:r.e_.r_e.p.ortedto have~' 
b,e:e:n damaged _2L.des troy'e(f=:::". The attacking enemy also directed 
neav'Y--'supporting mortar and artillery fire on the Lang Vei 
defenses, and an aeria1o~::;.e:.Iy_e:.!.~ll.lL.l.l-~a .. enemy."employi]lg 
fil:ame:~!,l.rg\>iel?_~.~._~)le ass"aul t on Lang VEl.~. Despite poor 
wea tner condi tions US t.~£.tic;-aL.air.craft.. prQ'lj,d.e(Lc()"I}.1:in~al 
close air support dud--ng the heavy fighting and the Khe Sanll 
Combat Base delivered a large volume of supporting artillery 
fire throughout the battle. The supporting fire included 28 
rounds of 10S-mm COFRAM ammuni tion, but;"::.TI~.:..npg_~<L;QJ_,:kts.i!! 
;ei~t.i:v;e-nes.s ha!Lbe€l:.Il.:XEl~ei ved"'-;.;The in tens i ty of the figh t­
ing began to diminish at 10:OO"P~\1 EST last night (11:00 AH on 
7 February, South Vietnam time). US tactical aircraft contin­
ued to strike enemy concentrations throughout the Khe Sanh -
Lang Vei area during the,daye? February, South Vietnam time). 
A-,reQ..J.!,.ticn.f0-rce"·>\~s 'im'Toute~ to: LangVei at3:3.o..·..\.;,£-,ES1=-:-.this 
m'.6iri.ing; :(.4;~O·"P:-f·on-·r·F-ebTUary-,""So(jth-·Vietnarri··'tihleJ • La tes t 
reports indicate fighting still prevails, but on a limited 
scale. There are no reports as yet of the exact extent of 
enemy or friendly casualties, but a preliminary report states 
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p~-~~~LE.o r . c . e s .~~ .adv i so r s  )tho h a d  ..,. be.enn.wourided,.rw.ere.,, 
om ._L_ang~~V,~.~ ._ .a~~,~2 , . : .~ . ,~ , .~~1 EST t0da.y ..(3 : 0 0  PM on 7 

Tebr~uary;-'SOuth Vietnam t ime) .  Four.teen. . wo e.~-So.,uth.,~.i.e-~3,fnam- 
e s e  .. i~er_e...a.lso _.~v.acuat.ed a L t h e .  kame .time..:- r e l i m i n a r y  r e p o r t  
a l s o  i n d i c a t e s  t h a t  alf-.bui.J-di.ngs .a.:. .the .Lang V e i  camp were 
de,s.f.xoy.ed ,.The . .mi l i ta ry  popula t ion  of t he  Lang, Vei S p e c i a l  

. .  Forces  Camp inc luded  1 8  US Army Spec ia l  Forces a d v i s o r s ,  494: 
memh e n  ... _sf..,tbe, ,-%u.th . l i  e t  name s e Civ i 1 :.an: .I r r e gu 1 a r  De f e n s e 
Gf,?.U.p. . .g .~ganiz~d- i . .n to .   three.^ companies ..and--a., mob.ile. . s t r i k e  f crce , 
and 29 ~I,_l"__."C_"__~ o t h e r  South .... ....... etnames,e-,,p..ersonnel., The Khe Sanh Combat 
Base" cont inued  t o  r e c e i v e  enemy f i r e  throughout t h e  n i g h t  and 
e a r l y  morning hours  (South Vietnam time) u n t i l  .. 
p l e t e l y .  a t  9 :  P N  EST l a s t  .n ight ,  .(l@: 47. MI. on SOUth~ Vie.tn.am 
c r a t e r e d ,  b u t  c it was r e p a i r e d  and th.e a i . r f i . e ld  .was f u l . 1 ~ .  0per.a- 

'"tional':at".9: 3OPEI.EST " last ."night ;  .. ,. .,, . ., (lo..: 30 Ah1 on. 7 February,  South 
Vie tnam'^'tYiiie-) . ..-fn-.. t h e r  a c t i o n  a t  9:40 AM EST yes t e rday  
(10:40 PrZl on 6 February,  South Vietnam t i m e ) ,  the .US.J la r ine  
company on Hill s.outE:e.a-s~ .... . 

.. . . . . . . -. ..*. 1 ._.̂ "__,l_~ t a c k  ended ahout one hour l a t e r .  
of t h e  a t t a c k  have not  y e t  been r epor t ed .  

2 .  During t h e  p a s t  24 hours ,  US A i r  Force B-52 bombers flew 
$.O.:so.rt.i,es. .. a g a i n  en__emy,, t a r g e t s  i.n . , t  lle_.;he ... Sanh a r e a .  The 
number o f  B-52 s t i e s  flown ' i n ' t h e  Khe Sanli/DhlZ a r e a  s i n c e  15 
January  1968 now t o t a l s  684 with  approximately 19,900 t o t a l  tons  
of bombs d e l i v e r e d  on t h e  enemy. 

3 . USL,ta..c-ti.c.al._ .ai r cr,af i .El ew. 1.9 9.- s t r i k e  . . sor t ie  s . 3  n-suppoi- t 
. o f _ U . ~ i f s  a t  Xhe. ~Sanh.. dur.ing t h e  past..  24 hours . ( 8 3  US A i r  Force,  
^67 US Marine Corps, 49 US Navy). 
t h e  r e p o r t e d  a i r  s o r t i e s  was somewhat h indered  by weather ,  how- 

. .  

TLL- x.unwzy..'at.. Khe S a n h x t i r f i e l d  was 

1 was . . ... . hit~.by.  .a l igh t . .  ground a t t a c k  frol;i the  
The r e s u l t s  

'i . .  

i 

Bomb damage assessment of 

ry.. ..large . e x p l o s i o n  and.  1.5. o t h e r .  secondary-explo- 
repo,r;e.d-_by t a c t i c a l  suppor t  a i r c r a f t .  

4 .  During the  p e r i o d ,  13(j..-shor.t .. t o n s  ... of. s u p p l i e s  were 

d44"-"-.-- '. - ~ .  . ..-. _____,. 

d e l i v e r e d  t o  t h e  Khe ____~,_~,.__I____.--..._____._.---.... Sanh Combat Base by_.gir  .-.*-2----. over  half of 
-i&~~-w.as.~amoiuni t i .on . 
7 February,  South Vietnam time) today i n  t h e  Khe Sanh a r e a  
r e f l e c t s  cloudy c o n d i t i o n s  wi th  v i s i b i l i . t y  a t  f i v e  miles i n  
fog .  The f o r e c a s t  f o r  t h e  rext 14 hours is  cloudy wi th  low 
c e i l i n g s ,  poor v i s i b i l i t y ,  d r i z z l e  and fog.  From 9:00 PM EST,  
7 February (1O:OO AN, 8 February,  South Vietnam t ime)  u n t i l  
7:OO AM EST, 8 February ( 8 : O O  PN, 8 February,  South Vietnam 

, t ime)  t h e  out look  i s  improved: cloudy wi th  i n t e r m i t t e n t  l i g h t  
r a i n ,  h i g h e r  c e i l i n g s  and v i s i b i l i t y  a t  seven m i l e s .  

_..._-- I-. .. 

5. The l a t e s t  weather  obse rva t ion  a t  5:00 AM EST ( 6 : O O  PN 
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th:lt ·It?.J!§,?R~.si;aL2.Q:r.c.e s.:;ativi s Qrs, .IdlCl .. had ... be .. ert.;.wourided) .... were ... 
evacu'a ted from. L~ng_.Y.9L.g_.:4.:.Q.Q .. AH EST today.(3: 00 PM on 7 
rebr'uafY;--SotitllVietnam time). Four.teen wounded South,Yie:t;nam­
e S e.lier.-e • ..a.ls.o_.e.vacuat.ed .... aL the:same . t ime::-'P;"p'reTIminary" 'r'eport 
also indicates that a.1,LJ;gliJ.ciings .. in:.the .Lang Vei camp were 
de.!?:t:,1;oyed .•. · .. The.military population of the Lang Vei Special 
Forces Camp included 18 US Army Special Forces advisors, 494: 
mellll~~.:rs ..... .Qf"the ._~u.th ,.Vietnamese Civilian· ·Irregular Defense· 
G!.0.~p2.::rgani;!:~d_;i,.nto. three. companies .. and._I,l .. II!9b.iles trike force, 
and 29 other South Vietnamese personnel. The Khe Sanh Combat 
Bas e" 'c·o-riffnue'd·torece":i.'veenemy fi re thr'oughou t the night and 
early morning hours (South Vietnam time) untilit.c:eas.~p..:'C,Q]Il;!', 
pletely at. 9: 47, PH EST last .night (10 :47. A~Ion7.February" 
South VieTrianr-t:i:fueT:-'-TL runHay.'at.. Khe Sanh.aiI:f),eld was 
cratered , but i twas repaired .al,ld the airfield was fully. opera­
'tionaCa'f9: 3.o·PWESTla~r)i!ght. (10: 30 A~I on 7 February, South 
Vietham·"tTIiie·). '-In'ari'o'ther action at 9: 4.0 A~I EST yesterday 
(10: 40 P~I on 6 February, South Vietnam time), the. US . .Narine 
company on Hill 861 wcl.s_hit.hx. .a light ground attack frOI,\ the 
s.o).l:th~ii$:C .. The-:·!!~t:fack en4~\Lapout one hour later. The results 
of the attacY'h'ave noT'ye't been reported. 

2. During the past 24 hours, US Air Force B-52 bombers flew 
.B,O.:.:s;ort;i,es ... agains.1:el}~IllY .. 1:argets in .. th~ . .Kh~ Sanh area. The 
number of B- 52 sorties flowllin the Khe Sanh/mlZ area since l5 
January 1968 now totals 684 with approximately 19,900 total tons 
of bombs delivered on the enemy. 

3 .U~;L.!:a,.,;_ti.c.al_air.cr.aft£lew 199. strike .sorties'in"support 
. of U)}.Us at Khe.Sanh .. during .the pas t. 24 hours (83 US Air Force, 
"61~us Narine Corps, 49 US Navy). Bomb damage assessment of 
the reported air sorties was somewhat hindered by weather, how­
ever, 0!:l,~.-,!j'-.ry_ .. large .e~plosiQn and. 15.. other. secondary_ .. e:;<plo-
s ions were .. .repC!rt~(LJ?y tactical support aircraft. 
o! .... ~ _ ,.--' ----,.--,-~.,.---- -.-.,-."._. _____ " 

4. During the period, l3.6-.. shor.t .. ton!> .. Qf. supplies "ere 
delivered to the Khe SanhSQ@,R..§l_L!~il:;;.e ___ RL!lJ_Ix-Qy:eX __ half of 
\vhicIl'w~as~.:ammiinnroii·;--. - . 
~.---.. 

5. The latest "eather observation at 5:.00 AM EST (6:00 P~I 
7 February, South Vietnam time) today in the Khe Sanh area 
reflects cloudy conditions with vis ib ility a t five miles in 
fog. The forecast for the rext 14 hours is cloudy with low 
ceilings, poor visibility, drizzle and fog. From 9:00 PM EST, 
7 February (10: 00 AH, 8 February, South Vietnam time) until 
7: 00 AN EST, 8 February (8: 00 P~I, 8 February, South Vietnam 

.time) the outlook is improved: cloudy with intermittent light 
rain, higher ceilings and visibility at seven miles. 
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6. Planned o p e r a t i o n s  i n  suppor t  of Khe Sanh: 

a .  During t h e  next  2 4  hours ,  3 9  US A i r  Force B - 5 2  s o r t i e s  
a r e  scheduled a g a i n s t  t a r g e t s  i n  t h e  Khe Sanh/DMZ a r e a .  
Four of t h e  t a r g e t s  a r e  i n  the  v i c i n i t y  of Khe Sanh, and one 
t a r g e t  i s  a d j a c e n t  t o  the  D e m i l i t a r i z e d  Zone, approximately 
s i x  mi les  nor th-nor thwes t  of Camp C a r r o l l .  

b. For t h e  pe r iod  u n t i l  11:OO PAi EST today (12:OO noon 8 
February,  South Vietnam time) 1 5 2  t a c t i c a l  a i r  s o r t i e s  a r e  
scheduled i n t o  t h e  Khe Sanh a r e a .  16  a d d i t i o n a l  s o r t i e s  a r e  
a v a i l a b l e  on immediate c a l l  t o  augment t h e  scheduled s o r t i e s .  
An a d d i t i o n a l  396 US A i r  Force and 250 US Navy s o r t i e s  could 
be d i v e r t e d  i n t o  t h e  Khe Sanh a r e a ,  f o r  a t o t a l  of 6 4 6  
a d d i t i o n a l  s o r t i e s .  

7 .  U_s_,\la,r.i..n:-,u-nits :.d.efe.nding the-, Khe.-Sanh :-area have a ;vas t  
amount of. f i:,.-.-sj.pp.art.. avai-lable t o  them_fr.om-.e.xterna.l ..source_s 

n s ,  a l l - w e a t h e r  t a c t i c a l  a i r c r a f t ,  armed h e l i -  
c o p t e r s ,  and B -  5 2  bombers). These .uni..t.s.:also ..have considerable:. 
f i r e j o w e r  ,____ .).-.a -_.- f r o m  t h e i r  ~ own,.assigned - weapons., which, i n  a d d i t i o n  
t o  a l a r g e  number of automatic  tteapons, inc lude  1 0 2  mortars  
(60-mm, 81-mm, and 4 . 2  i n c h ) ,  32 106-nim r e c o i l l e s s  r i f l e s ,  and 
24 howi tzers  (105-mm and 155-mnl). A l s o  a v a i l a b l e  3 r e . t w o  
v_eb.i-~.l e s . .uhi  ch . mount ... .f our-, .SO --c a 1 i b e r.. machine - guns (quad 5 0 s ) 
each and two t r a c k - t y p e  armored v e h i c l e s  with, , two 4 0 - m m  guns 
( twin  40s) on '~ac~' ' '-vehicle; '- 'The 'quad ' -SOs ' .  and twin 40s a r e  
du8:1-pu-rp~s'e.~lia'can 5e" used e i t h e r  f o r  a i r  defense  o r  a g a i n s t  
ground t a r g e t s .  I n  a d d i t i o n ,  t h e r e  ar.e. f ive.aI48 tanks  (90-mm 
guns) and, te_ ' g h t . , ~ . r . a ~ ~ . ~ . , t ~ p e . ~ v e . h i c l e s .  (ONTOS) on  each of which 
a r e  mounted I _..,_-._._ 106-mm ..... I r e c o i l l e s s  . . ...~.. ..._ r i f les , ! ,  Because of  t h e  s i g -  

r e i n f o r c i n g  f i r e s  immediately a v a i l a b l e  from t h e  heavy a r t i l l e r y  
e a s t  o f  Khe Sanh along wi th  t h e  suppor t ing  s t r i k e s  of t a c t i c a l  
a i r c r a f t ,  armed h e l i c o p t e r s  and B - 5 2  bombers which can be de- 
l i v e r e d  a g a i n s t  t h e  enemy, i~..is-n-o-t+considere.d.necessary t o  
de p 1 oy_,add i t , i ona  L,.S-uEp.or~ing..,l~e apon s . and . f o r c e s  t o  t h e  Kh e S anh 
,ComSat Bass:. .. . .>Ereover, a d d i t i o n a l  weapons and u n i t s  w i t h i n  the  
'Khe Sanh de fens ive  per imeter  would i n o r d i n a t e l y  i n c r e a s e  the  
c o n c e n t r a t i o n  of our  resources  i n  a r e l a t i v e l y  conf ined  a r e a ,  
cor respondingly  i n c r e a s i n g  the  r i s k  of l o s s e s  t o  enemy f i r e ,  
and would add a s i g n i f i c a n t  amount o f  l o g i s t i c  suppor t  r e q u i r e -  
ments. I t  i s  . . . ~  cons idered  p r e f e r a b l e  ... t . e t a i n  a d d i t i o n a l  f i r e  

,,>,=support r:i.?,,?,ns .for.,-empl.oyment.: i n '  conce with. counter . -a t tack ing  
,@ii+i,~~ip~~.o.i.tati.on,.-for.c.es. .rth.en..they.._ar.e.. committed. ~ .- 

&ific&KT3?ire power o f  t he  u n i t s  defending Khe Sanh and t h e  

., ,..I*---' 
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6. Planned operations in support of Khe Sanh: 

a. During the next 24 hours, 39 US Air Force B-52 sorties 
are scheduled against targets in the Khe Sanh/DMZ area. 
Four of the targets are in the vicinity of Khe Sanh, and one 
t~rge~ is adjacent to the Demilitarized Zone, approximately 
SlX m1les north-northwest of Camp Carroll. 

b. For the period until 11:00 PM EST today (12:00 noon 8 
February, South Vietnam time) 152 tactical air sorties are 
scheduled into the Khe Sanh area. 16 additional sorties are 
available on immediate call to augment the scheduled sorties. 
An additional 396 US Air Force and 250 US Navy sorties could 
be diverted into the Khe Sanh area, for a total of 646 
additional sorties. 

7. lJ.§_cNa.}.j· .. ml.::..\.g:,its'...de:t;e.ndlng J.he"J\he_Sanh :'area have a 'vast 
~mo~!p_1: ..... .'?.f:. J:'.il' (L.s.1!pp.or t available to ..... them .. fr.om_e)ct ernaJsou rce.,s 
(16 l75-mm guns, all-weather tactical aircraft, armed heli-

. copters, and B- 52 bombers). These .units.:also .. have considerable .. 
f!:::.~~\.i~ .. ~_i.r.91!l!J:1~.i!..o~,.n ... assigneJ Keapons, which, in addition 
to a large number of automatic weapons, include 102 mortars 
(60-mm, 8l-mm, and 4.2 inch), 32 106-mm recoilless rifles, and 
24 howitzers (lOS-mm and lSS-mm). Also available are' fwo 
'L~hJJ;.les .. w:hich..mount ... four .. -.&(). .. canber .. machine ·guns (quad 50s) 
each and t\'io. track- type armored vehicles wi tlf .. two 40-mm guns 
(twin 40s) oneach'''v:ehicle':-'The 'quacl""SOs and twin 40s are 
du"al-purpO'se"anu"'can Fe' \Sed either for air defense or against 
ground targets. In addition, there .. ar.e. five. ~!48 tanks (90-mm 
guns) and .. t~.I'l. .. li"ght.sr.a~k:-.. ~xpe.vehicles .. (ONTOS) on each of II1hich 
are mounted ... si::s.. ... ±.9.§ . .:.m...m._I~.cQJ .. tless.Lifles.,. Because of the sig-

;·nir±catiC·fIre power of the unli.:'s· de{ending Khe Sanh anJ the 
reinforcing fires immediately available from the heavy artillery 
east of Khe Sanh along with the supporting strikes of tactical 
aircraft, armed helicopters and B-52 bombers which can be de­
livered against the enemy, i.1;j.s.....!l5?J;_c.onsidere.dnecessaryto 
<1epl~La~di t .. i.o.na~.?_u12l'l.o_r.!J.!1gJ~eapons. and ..f.oTces t? the. Kh~ Sanh 
Com15a:L-~£l.se •.. 1-IOreover, addi nonal weapons and un1 ts W1 th1n the 

"Kl1'eS"anh defensive perimeter would inordinately increase the 
concentration of our resources in a relatively confined area, 
correspondingly increasing the risk of losses to enemy fire, 
and would add a significant amount of logistic support require­
ments. It is considered preferable ... to]",tain additional fire 

,."",supp'ort means··.for .. employment in . concert..,lvJ tlt.counter.- attacking 
... ari.4~.~~.;pJ"oita tt,on._forces .JvJlen.they'_are_comn:~.t~e~. • ,t? /? 

Tap 6EER.FT - 3 

~#.tu~ 
EARLE G. WHEELER' 

Chairrrlan 
J oint Chiefs of Staff 

.. --......... 1"'--.----.-----.---.------.---.. ----.. -----
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TELECON ITEEl 0281/68 
ZN .-ccccc 
0 L 7 6142 FEB 68 : .  
FIQ C O M U S N A E ~ - ' ~ ~  
TO NMCC 
CINCPAC 
INFO ZENICG 111 MAF D A  N A f l G  
ZEN/CG I FFORCEV NHA TRANG 
Z E N t C G  11 FFORCEW LONG BINH 
ZEN/SA I V  CTZ CAN THO 
ZEII/CDR 7TH AIR 'FORCE SAIGON 

ZEN/CO 5TH SFGA EIHA TRANG 
ZEN/MACV FORWARD 
BT 

DECLASSIFIED 
Aujhority E.0. I!;;:< SEC. 5 ( A )  and (D) -- 

IjiX 

Date 3-3/ '-78 
,-If 

. : ZEN /CO El NA VFO R V SA I GO N 

U T - * *  FROM MACCOC3 
.SuBJ: SPECIAL TELECON (KHE SANH/LANG V E I )  (U) 

' I .  SITUATUION AS OF Cn7120QM FEB: THE ENEWY CONTROLLED THE CAMP 
ABOVE G R O U N D  WITH A N  UNDETERMINED NUYBER OF CIUG: A N D  A N  ESTIMATED 14 

4IR WAS DELIVERED AGAINST THE ENEMY A N D  A N  ELEb1ENT OF BV 33 BATTALION 
ADVISED BY A USASF SGT ATTEMPTED TO PENETRATE THE CAMP T O  ASSIST IN' 

IJSASF PERSONNEL HOLED UP IN BUNKERS (UNDERGROUND) s ARTILL.ERY A N D  

"YE EXTRACTION O F  THE FRIENDLY PERSONNEL ON S I T E .  
!. 

2. AS OF 07163BH FED: A HELIBORNE R E L I E F  FORCE LED BY USASF 
PERSONNEL FROM T H E  K H E  SANH COMSAT BASE WAS DISPATCHED W I T H  THE 
NiSSIOi-OF. JOINItiG W I T H - f H E  SV 3 3 ~  UNIT IN - -h  RAID'ON THE CAMP..GUN- ' 

SHIPS A N D  TACTICAL AIR .FROM THE 1SI MARICE AIR WIIIG FIXED SUPPilES-' ' 

UNDER COVER OF THIS FIRE A N D  PRIOR TO THE ARRIVAL OF THE R E L I E F  
S I V E  FIRE ON THE TOC OF THE CAMP 114 PREPARATION FOR THE R A I D ,  

FORCE, THE FRIENDLY PERSONNEL ON SITE TOOK ESCAPE A N D  EVASION ACTION. 
5. THE R E L I E F  FORCE PUT DOWN AT "OLD" LANG VEI  (XD 7 9 4 3 5 7 )  

THE R E L I E F  FORCE ENCOUNTERED 13 OF THE 20 US PERSOEINEL WHO WERE 
A N D  MOWED OVERLAND TO THE NEW LANG V E I  SIXT ( X O  78S356). ENROUTE 

T N  THE CllMP AT THE TIME OF THE I N I T I A L  ATTACK. ONE ADDITIONAL US 
FERSONNEL~~WAS- SUaSEQUEINTLY- RECOVERED. h TOTAL OF 1 4  OF 25 US 
PERSONNEL WERE RECOVERED + SIX US P ~ R S O N N E L . . ~ , ~ ~ I A _ I . ~ . ~  .m@mi% FOR .SINCE 

N O - ~ E ' E N T - ? i ~ - ~ F ~ ~ E - C k ~ l $ l P S I T ~ ~ ~ ~ - B " ~ ~ ~ ~  R E L I E F  FOXCE. THE EXACT 
STATUS OF THESE SIX IS  NOT K N O W N .  

4 * THERE ARE UNCONFIREMED REPORTS THAT APPROXIMATELY 7D-I00 
O F  THE 456 IKDIGENOUS FORCES O R G I N A L L Y  IN THE CAMP HAVE BEEN PICKED 
UP; A N  ADDITOHAL UNKNOWN NUKSER OFJ,,HESE..@RSONilEL ARE ASSUMED T Q  BE 
I N  A N  ESCAPE A N D  EVASION STATUS+ . .  .. . i .  -"--.-"..--'.-'-.% ..... : , ,...__, ~- ,,_..L.~ .. 

5 .  THREE DESTROYED TANKS NERE: OSSEiiVED IEl THE AREA (ONE IN- 
SIDE THE PERIMETER, TWO ON THE R O A D  OUTSIDE THE PERIMETER).  IT 
1s BELIEVED THAT A N  ESTIMATED ENEMY C O M P A N Y  NOW CONTROLS THE CAI& : !. 
S I . *  

6 4  THE FOREGOING CONSTITUTES A PRELIMINARY REPORT. FUTHER 
' . /. A~FOR?TATI.ON A N D  REFINEMENT WILL BE PROVIDED AS AVAILGGLE. 
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CINCPAC 
INFO ZEN/CG III MAF DA NANG 

, ZEN/CG 1 FFORCEV NHA TRANG 
ZEN/CG II FFORCEV LONG SINH 
ZEN/SA IV CTZ CAN THO 

AUj;hority B.O. l'G~:>' SEC, !;(Al and (D) 

By Mfi NARS Date :3-3i-71? 

, IE II/CDR 7TH A lRFORCE SAIGON 
"ZEN/CONNAVFORV SAIGON 

ZEN/CO 5TH SF'GA NHA TRANG 
ZEN/MACV FORWARD 
aT ' 
cO NFl BE M T I ~ L 

,SUBJ: SPECIAL TELECON (XHE SANH/LI\NG VEI> (U) 

, " 

FROM MACCOC:S 

1. SITUATUION AS OF 07120(:lH FE8: THE ENE~IY CONTROLLED THE CAM? 
ABOVE GROUND WITH AN UNDETERMINED NU~BER OF ClOG AND AN ESTIMATED 14 
USASF PERSONNEL HOLED UP IN BUNKERS (UNDERGROUND). ARTILLERY AND 
AIR WAS DELIVERED AGAINST THE ENEMY AND AN ELEMENT OF BV 33 BATTALION 
ADVISED BY A USASF SGT ATTEMPTED TO PENETRATE THE CAMP TO ASSIST IN' 
·~E EXTRACTION OF THE FRIENDLY PERSONNEL ON SITE. 

2. AS OF 071S3.0H FEB: A HELISORNE RELIEF FORCE LED BY USA SF 
PERSONNEL FROM THE KHE SANH CONSAT BASE WAS DISPATCHED WITH THE 
MISSION OF JOINING WITH THE BV 33 UNIT IN A RAID ON THE CANP. GUN­
SHIPS AND TACTICAL AIR,FROM THE 1ST MARINE AIR WING FIRED SUPPRES-
SIVE FIRE ON THE TOC OF THE CAMP IN PREPARATIOfJ FOR THE RAID. 
UNDER COVER OF THIS FIRE AND PRIOR TO THE ARRIVAL OF THE RELIEF 

! . 

FORCE, THE FR IENDl. 'f PER SONNE!.. ON SITE TOOK ESCAPE AND EVASION ACT ION. 
3. THE RELIEF FORCE PUT DOWN AT ~OLDH LANG VEl (XD 794357) , 

AND MOVED OVERLAND TO THE NEW l.ANG VEl SIXr (XO 78~35<S). ENROU!E 
THE RELIEF FORCE ENCOUNTERED 13 OF THE 20 US PERSONNEL WHO WERE 
IN THE CANP AT THE TIME OF THE INITIAL ATTACK. ONE ADDITlONAL US 
PERSONNEL WAS SUBSEQUEINTLY RECOVERED. II TOTAL OF 14 OF 20 US 
PER.S'O~JN~L'ILEJiE.J1~GOIJERED,. SIX US P~RSO"NNEl.".8.E~l,~J~_.llNA~cmJflrrt5 rOR .SINCE 

NO-REENTRY OF THE CArlP'Smr WAS ~)J\l{E S'i'lHE REI.IEF FORCE, THE EXACT" 
STATUS OF THESE SIX IS NOT KNOWN. 

4. THERE ARE UNCONF'IRE~lED REPORTS THAT APPROXH1ATEL Y 70-100 
OF THE 450 INDIGENOUS POReES ORGINAI.LYINTHE CAMP!{AVEStE:N"PIC/(ED 
.UP-;ANADDlTONAL UNKNOWN NUMBER OI':_TKESi::c .. l:ERSONNEl. ,,.ARE.ASSUMED IQ BE 
IN AN ESCAP.E AND EVASION STATUS. . .:, 

.. ~'._ ... r.--.....-. ____ ... _, .. ~ .. _......,,~., .. ~ ...... "'~., ..... ~"'~""~_"'_'"'''' ~ .... _ " ;', 
5. THREE DESTRO'fED TANKS WERE OBSERVED IN THE AREA (ONE IN­

SIDE THE PERIMETER, TWO ON THE ROAD OUTSIDE THE PERlNETER). IT 
IS BELIEVED THAT AN EST IMATED ENEMY COMPANY NOW CONTROLS THt:: CAN? 
SITE. ," " t' 
~ THE FOREGOING CONST1TUTES A PRELIMINARY REPORT. rUTHER 

,I'IFORMATION AND REFINEMENT WILL BE .PROVIDED AS AVAILABLE. 
GP-4 
aT 
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THE JOINI CHIEFS OF STAF 
. WASHINGTON, D. C. 10301 

. .  MEblORANDUN FOR THE PRESIDENT , 

. .  

S u b j e c t :  S i t u a t ' i o n  i n  the  'Khe. Sanh Area 

1. The enemy has renewed h i s  e f f o r t s  a g a i n s t  US and South 
Vietnai:iese f o r c e s  i n  t h e  Khe Sanh - Lang Vei a r e a .  During 
t h e  e a r l y  morning hours  yes t e rday  (approximately 3:OO ?>I on 
6 February,  South Vietnam time) t h e  Kie Sanh Combat Base and 
US Marine u n i t s  i n  t h e  surrounding a r e a  r ece ived  5 8  rounds 
of mixed mor ta r  f i r e  and an undetermined number.of r o c k e t s  
r e s u l t i n g  i n  f i v e  US Nar ines  wounded. A t  11:45 AM EST y e s t e r -  
day ( 1 2 : 4 5  AM on 7 February,  South Vietnam t i m e ) ,  t h e  Kne Sanh 
Combat Base began r e c e i v i n g  a heavy volume of  r o c k e t  and. 
mor ta r  f i r e .  A t  approximately t h e  same t ime,  t h e  Lang Vei 
S p e c i a l  Forces  Camp came under a heavy ground a t t a c k  by an  
e s t i m a t e d  enemy i n f a n t r y  company suppor ted  by n i n e  armored 
v e h i c l e s  b e l i e v e d  t o  be Sov ie t  PT-76  Amphibious Tanks (des-  
c r i p t i o n  a t t a c h e d ) .  By 1 : 5 0  PM EST (?,:SO AM on 7 February,  
South Vietnam time) f i v e  o f  t h e  tanks  were r e p o r t e d  t o  have 
been damaged o r  des t royed .  The a t t a c k i n g  enemy a l s o  d i r e c t e d  
heavy suppor t ing  mor ta r  and a r t i l l e r y  f i r e  on t h e  Lang Vei 
d e f e n s e s ,  and an a e r i a l  observer  saw t h e  enemy employing 
f lame-throwers  i n  t h e  a s s a u l t  on Lang Vei .  Despi te  poor 
weather  c o n d i t i o n s  US t a c t i c a l  a i r c r a f t  p rovided  c o n t i n u a l  
c l o s e  a i r  s u p p o r t  du r ing  t h e  heavy f i g h t i n g  and t h e  Kine Sanh 
Conbat Base d e l i v e r e d  a l a r g e  volume of suppor t ing  a r t i l l e r y  
f i r e  throughout  t h e  b a t t l e .  The suppor t ing  f i r e  i nc luded  2 5  
rounds o f  105-mm COFRAM ammunition,but no r e p o r t  o f  i t s  
e f f e c t i v e n e s s  has  been r ece ived .  The i n t e n s i t y  of  t h e  f i g h t -  
i ng  began t o  d iminish  a t  1O:OO PN EST l a s t  n i g h t  (11:OO A!!l on 
7 February! South Vietnam t ime) .  US t a c t i c a l  a i r c r a f t  s o n t i n -  
ued t o  s t r i k e  eneny c o n c e n t r a t i o n s  throughout  t h e  Khe Sanh - 
Lang V e i  a r e a  du r ing  t h e  day (7 February,  South Vietnam t i m e ) .  
X r e a c t i o n  f o r c e  was en r o u t e  t o  Lang Vei a t  3 : 3 0  AS! EST t h i s  
morning ( 4 : 3 0  PX 011.7 February,  South Vietnam t ime) .  Latest 
r e p o r t s  i n d i c a t e  f i g h t i n g  s t i l l  p r e v a i l s ,  b u t  o n  a l i m i t e d  
s c a l e .  There a r e  no r e p o r t s  as  y e t  o f  t h e  exact  e x t e n t  of 
eneny o r  f r i e n d l y  c a s u a l t i e s ,  b u t  a prel iminary r e p o r t  s t a t e s  

a 
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CM-2971-68 
7 February 1968 

HE~!ORANDml FOR THE PRESIDENT 

Sub j ect: Si tua tion in the Khe, Sanh Area 

1. The enemy has renewed his efforts against US and South 
Vietnamese forces in the Khe Sanh - Lang Vei area. During 
the early morning hours yesterday (approximately 3: 00 P~l on 
6 February, South Vietnam time) the Khe Sanh Combat Base and 
US Harine units in the surrounding area received 58 rounds 
of mixed mortar fire and an undetermined number of rockets 
resulting in five US Marines wounded. At 11:4S'AM EST yester­
day (12:45 AN on 7 February, South Vietnam time), the Khe Sanh 
Combat Base began receiving a heavy volume of rocket and 
mortar fire. At approximately the same time, the Lang Vei 
Special Forces Camp came under a heavy ground attack by an 
estimated enemy infantry company supported by nine armored 
vehicles believed to be Soviet PT-76 Amphibious Tanks (des­
cription attached). By 1:50 PM EST (2:50 AM on 7 February, 
South Vietnam time) five of the tanks were reported to have 
been damaged or destroyed. The attacking enemy also directed 
heavy supporting mortar and artillery fire on the Lang Vei 
defenses, and an aerial observer saw the enemy e.mploying 
flame-throwers in the assault on Lang Vei. Despite poor 
weather conditions US tactical aircraft provided continual 
close air support during the heavy fighting and the Khe Sanh 
Combat Base delivered a large volume of supporting artillery 
fire throughout the battle. The supporting fire included 28 
rounds of 105-mm COFRAH ammunition,but no report of its 
effectiveness has been received. The intensity of the fight­
ing began to diminish at 10: 0'0 P~! EST last night (11: 00 ~! on 
7 February, South Vietnam time). US tactical aircraft contin­
ued to strike enemy concentrations throughout the Khe Sanh -
Lang Vei area during the day (7 February, South Vietnam time). 
A reaction force Ivas en route to Lang Vei at 3: 30 AM EST this 
morning (4:30 PM on'7 February, South Vietnam time). Latest 
reports indicate fizhting still prevails, but on a limited 
scale. There are no reports as yet of the exact extent of 
enemy or friendly casualties, but a preliminary report states 
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t h a t  16 US S p e c i a l  Forces a d v i s o r s ,  who had been wounded, were 
evacuated from Lang Vei a t  2 : 0 0  Ai4 EST today (3:OO PFI on 7 

e s e  were a l s o  evacuated  a t  t h e  same time. ' A  p r e l i m i n a r y  r e p o r t  

des t royed .  
Forces Camp inc luded  1 8  US Army S p e c i a l  Forces a d v i s o r s ,  494 
members of t h e  South Vietnamese C i v i l i a n  I r r e g u l a r  Defense 
Grsup organ ized  i n t o  t h r e e  companies and a mobile s t r i k e  f o r c e ,  
and 29 o t h e r  South Vietnamese pe r sonne l .  The Khe Sanh Combat 
3ase con t inued  t o  r e c e i v e  enemy f i r e  throughout t h e  n i g h t  and 
e a r l y  morning hours  (South Vietnam time) u n t i l  i t  ceased con- 
p l e t e i y  a t  9:47 PM EST l a s t  n i g h t  (10:47 AM on 7 February,  
South Vietnam t i m e ) .  The runway a t  Khe Sanh a i r f i e l d  was 
c r a t e r e d ,  b u t  i t  was r e p a i r e d  and t h e  a i r f i e l d  was f u l l y  opera-  
t i o n a l  a t  9:30 PEI EST l a s t  n i g h t  (10:30 AM on 7 February,  South 
Vietnam t i m e ) .  I n  another  a c t i o n  a t  9:40 AM EST y e s t e r d a y  
( 1 0 : 4 0  Phi on 6 February,  South'Vietnam t i m e ) ,  t h e  US Narine 
company on H i l l  861 was h i t  b y , a  l i g h t  ground a t t a c k  from t h e  
s o u t h e a s t .  The a t t a c k  ended 'about  one hour l a t e r .  The r e s u l t s  
of t h e  a t t a c k  have not  y e t  been repon.ted. 

February,  South Vietnam tinie) . Four teen  wounded South Vietnam- . .  

a l s o  i n d i c a t e s  t h a t  a l l  b u i l d i n g s  i n  t h e  Lang Vei camp were . . - 
The m i l i t a r y  popu la t ion  of t h e  Lang Vei  S p e c i a l  

<. 
he p a s t  24 hours ,  US A i r  Force B - 5 2  bombers f lew 
i n s t  enemy t a r g e t s  i n  t h e  Khe Sanh a r e a .  The 

number o f .  BSSZ".sorties < .  flown i n  t h e  Khe Sanh/DZrlZ a r e a  s i n c e  1 5  
January  196 now t o t a l s  684 w i t h  approximately 19,900 t o t a l  tons  . .  

of bombs d e l i v e r e d  on t h e  enemy. 

3 .  US t a c t i c a l  a i r c r a f t  f lew 199 s t r i k e  s o r t i e s  i n  suppor t  
of u n i t s  a t  She Sanh dur ing  t h e ' p a s t  2 4  hours  (83 US A i r  Force,  
67 US Marine Corps,  49 US Navy). Bomb damage assessment  o f  
t h e  r e p o r t e d  a i r  s o r t i e s  was somewhat h indered  by weather ,  how- 

' e v e r ,  one ve ry  l a r g e  explos ion  and 1 5  o t h e r  secondary explo-  
s i o n s  were r e p o r t e d  by t a c t i c a l  suppor t  a i r c r a f t .  

4. During t h e  p e r i o d , . l 3 6  s h o r t  tons  of s u p p l i e s  were 
d e l i v e r e d  t o  t h e  Khe Sanh Combat Base by a i r , ' . o v e r  h a l f  of 
which was a m u n i t i o n .  <' . 'i 

5 .  The l a t e s t  weather obse rva t ion  a t  5:OO AS1 EST (6:OO PN 
7 February,  South Vietnam time) today i n  t h e  Khe Sanh a r e a  
r e f l e c t s  cloudy cond.itions w i t h  v i s i b i l i t y  a t  .f.ive niles i n  
fog .  The f o r e c a s t  f o r  t h e  rext 14 hours  i s  cloudy w i t h  low 
c e i l i n g s , ,  poor v i s i b i l i t , y , ,  d r i z z l e  and fog .  
7 February (1O:OO AM, 8. F.ebruary, South Vietnam t ime)  u n t i l  
7:OO AM EST, 8 February .[8:00 PN, 8 February ,  South Vietnam 
t i n e )  t h e  ou t look  i s  improved: cloudy w i t h  i n t e r m i t t e n t  l i g h t .  
r a i n ,  h i g h e r  c e i l i n g s  and v i s i b i l i t y  a t  se,ven mile's. 

From 9:00 PX EST, 

4 * .  

_. 

" .  
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TOP BIHll,tlT 

that 16 US Special For~es advisors, who had been wounded, were 
evacuated from Lang Vel at 2:00 AM EST today (3:00 PI,! on 7 
February, South Vietrtam time). Fourteen wounded South Vietnam­
ese were also evacuated at the same time. A preliminary report 
also indicates that all buildings in the Lang Vei camp were ' 
destroyed. The military population of the Lang Vei Special 
Forces Camp included 18 US Army Special Forces advisors, 494 
members of the S:lUth Vietnamese Civilian Irregular Defense 
Group organized into three companies and a mobile strike force, 
and 29 other So~th Vietnamese personnel. The Khe Sanh Combat 
Base continued to receive enemy fire throughout the night and 
early morning hours (South Vietnam time) until it ceased com­
pletely at 9:47 PM EST last night (10:47 AH on 7 February, 
South Vietnam time). The runway at Khe Sanh airfield was 
cratered, but it was repaired and the airfield was fully opera­
tional at 9:30 Plv! EST last night (10:30 A~! on 7 February, South 
Vietnam time). In another action at 9:40 AM EST yesterday 
(10: 40 P~l on 6 February, South' Vietnam time), the US ~Iarine 
company on Hill 861 1~as hi t by, a light ground attack from the 
southeast. The attack ended about one hour later. The results 
of the attack have not yet been reported. 

:. ~i-' ~ -

2. ,During the past '24 hours, US Air Force B-S2 bombers fleK 
30 sorties'against enemy targets in the Khe Sanh area. The 
number of. B~,SZ. sorties flown in the Khe Sanh/DNZ area since IS 
January 196~hQW totals 684 with approximately 19,900 total tons 
of bombs delivered on the enemy. 

3. US tactical aircraft flew 199 strike sorties in support 
of units at Khe Sanh during the 'past 24 hours (83 US Air Force, 
67 US Narine Corps, 49 US Navy). Bomb damage assessment of 
the reported air sorties was somewhat hindered by weather, how­

. ever, one very large explosion and 15 other secondary explo­
sions were reported by tactical support aircraft. 

4. During the period, -136 short tons of supplies 1~ere 
delivered to the Khe Sanh Combat Base by air, over half of 
which was ammunition. 

S. The latest weather observation at 5:00 A~! EST (6:00 P~I 

'1 
7 February, South Vietnam time) today in the Khe Sanh area 
reflects cloudy cond·itions with visibility atf,ive miles in 
fog. The fore cas t for the rext 14 hours is cloudy with 101'; 
ceilings" poor visibility, drizzle and fog. From 9:00 PM EST, 
7 February (10: 00 AN, 8 February, South Vietnam time) until 
7:00 AN EST, 8 February (S:OO PM, 8 February, South Vietnam 
time) the outlook is improved: cloudy with intermittent light, 
rain, higher ceilings and visibility at seyen miles. . .... 
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6. Planned o p e r a t i o n s  i n  suppor t  of Khe Sanh: 

a .  During t h e  n e x t  24 hour s ,  39 US A i r  Force B-52  s o r t i e s  
a r e  scheduled a g a i n s t  t a r g e t s  i n  t h e  Kine Sanh/D>lZ a r e a .  
Four  of  t h e  t a r g e t s  a r e  i n  t h e  v i c i n i t y  of Khe Sanh, and one 
t a r g e t  i s  a d j a c e n t  t o  t h e  D e m i l i t a r i z e d  Zone, approximately 
s i x  m i l e s  nor th-nor thwes t  of Camp C a r r o l l .  

b .  F o r  t h e  p e r i o d  u n t i l  11:OO' PKEST today (12:OO noon 8 
February ,  South Vietnam time) 1 5 2  . t a c t i c a l  a i r  s o r t i e s  a r e  
scheduled  i n t o  t h e  Khe Sanh a r e a .  16 a d d i t i o n a l  s o r t i e s  a r e  
a v a i l a b l e  on immediate c a l l  t o  augment t h e  scheduled s o r t i e s .  
An a d d i t i o n a l  5 9 6  US A i r  Force and 250  US Navy s o r t i e s  could 
be d i v e r t e d  i n t o  t h e  Khe Sanh a r e a ,  f o r  a t o t a l  of 646 
a d d i t i o n a l  s o r t i e s .  

, 

I 

. 

7 .  US Narine u n i t s  defending t h e  Xhe Sanh a r e a  have a v a s t  
amount of f i r e  suppor t  a v a i l a b l e  t o  them from e x t e r n a l  sources  
( 1 6  1 7 5 - m m  guns ,  a l l - w e a t h e r  t a c t i c a l  a i r c r a f t ,  armed h e l i -  
c o p t e r s ,  and B - 5 2  bombers). These u n i t s  a l s o  have cons ide rab ie  
f i r e  power f r o n  t h e i r  own as s igned  weapons, which, i n  a d d i t i o n  
t o  a l a r g e  number of au tomat ic  weapons, i nc lude  1 0 2  mor t a r s  
( 6 0 - m ,  S 1 - m m ,  and 4 . 2  i n c h ) ,  32 1 0 6 - m m  r e c o i l l e s s  r i f l e s ,  and 
2 4  howi t ze r s  (105-mm and 155-mm). Also a v a i l a b l e  a r e  two 
v e h i c l e s  which mount f o u r  . S O  c a l i b e r  machine guns (quad 5 0 s )  
each and two t r a c k - t y p e  armored v e h i c l e s  w i th  two 40-mm guns 
( twin  40s) on each v e h i c l e .  The quad 50s and twin  4 0 s  a r e  
dua l -purpose  and can be Lsed e i t h e r  f o r  a i r  defense  o r  a g a i n s t  
ground t a r g e t s .  I n  a d d i t i o n ,  t h e r e  a r e  f i v e  El48 tanlcs (90-min 
guns)  and t e n  l i g h t  t r a c k - t y p e  v e h i c l e s  (ONTOS) on each of xh ich  
a r e  mounted s i x  106-mm r e c o i l l e s s  r i f l e s .  Because o f  t h e  s i g -  
n i f i c a n t  f i r e  power of t h e  u n i t s  defending Xhe Sanh and t h e  
r e i n f o r c i n g  f i r e s  immediately a v a i l a b l e  from t h e  heavy a r t i l l e r y  
e a s t  of Khe Sanh along wi th  t h e  suppor t ing  s t r i k e s  of t a c t i c a l  
a i r c r a f t ,  armed h e l i c o p t e r s  and B-52  bombers which can be  de- 
l i v e r e d  a g a i n s t  t h e  enemy, i t  i s  not  cons idered  necessa ry  t o  
deploy a d d i t i o n a l  suppor t ing  xeapons and f o r c e s  t o  t h e  Klie Sanh 
Conbat Base. Moreover, a d d i t i o n a l  weapons and u n i t s  w i t h i n  tha 
Khe Sanh d e f e n s i v e  pe r ime te r  would i n o r d i n a t e l y  i n c r e a s e  t h e  
c o n c e n t r a t i o n  o f  our  r e sources  i n  a r e l a t i v e l y  conf ined  a r e a ,  
cor respondingly  i n c r e a s i n g  t h e  r i s k  of l o s s e s  t o  enemy f i r e ,  
and would add a s i g n i f i c a n t  amount o f  l o g i s t i c  suppor t  r e q u i r e -  
ments. I t  i s  cons idered  p r e f e r a b l e  t o  r e t a i n  a d d i t i o n a l  f i r e  
suppor t  means f o r  employment i n  c o n c e r t  w i t h  c o u n t e r - a t t a c k i n g  
and e x p l o i t a t i o n  f o r c e s  when they  a r e  committed. 

 EARL.^ G. WHEELER 
. .  , . Chairman . . . . . . .  - .. . . .  Joint Chiefs of Staff 

.~. 
-. . .......... ....... . .  

. .  . .  
..- ." __ - r _ .  .-,- .--~ ~-..--.---_.-1--1.--.- 

. . . . .  . . . .  
. .  .~ .. . .  , .  .. . .  

6. Planned operations in support of Khe Sanh: 

a. During the next 24 hours, 39 US Air Force B-52 sorties 
are scheduled against targets in the Khe Sanh/DMZ area. 
Four of the targets are in the vicinity of Khe Sanh, and one 
target is adjacent to the Demilitarized Zone, approximately 
six miles north-northwest of Camp Carroll. 

b. For the period until 11: 00 P~jEST today (12: 00 noon 8 
February, South Vietnam time) 152 ·tactical air sorties are 
scheduled inio the Khe Sanh area. 16 additional sorties are 
available on immediate call to augment the scheduled sorties. 
An additional 396 US Air Force and 2S0 US Navy sorties could 
be diverted into the Khe Sanh area, for a total of 646 
additional sorties. 

7. US Marine units defending the Khe Sanh area have a vast 
amount of fire support availaDle to them from external sources 
(16 17S-mm guns, all-\veather tactical aircraft, armed heli­
copters, arid B-S2 bombers). These units also have considerable 
firepower from their own assigned weapons, which, in addition 
to a large number of automatic weapons, include 102 mortars 
(60-rr~, 81-mm, and 4.2 inch), 32 106-mm recoilless rifles, and 
24 hOl·litzers (lOS-mm and lSS-mm). Also available are two 
vehicles which mount four .50 caliber machine guns (quad 50s) 
each and two track-type armored vehicles with two 40-mm guns 
(twin 40s) on each vehicle. The quad 50s and twin 40s are 
dual-purpose and can be wed either for air defense or against 
ground targets. In addition, there are five M48 tanks (gO-mm 
guns) and ten light track-type v~hicles (ONTOS) on each of which 
are mounted six 106-mm recoilless rifles. _Because of the sig­
nificant fire power of the units defending-KheSanh and the 
reinforcing fires immediately available from the heavy artillery 
east of Khe Sanh along with the supporting strikes of tactical 
aircraft, armed helicopters and B- 52 bombers ,.h'ich can be de­
livered against the enemy, it is not considered necessary to 
deploy additional supporting weapons and forces to the Khe Sanh 
Comba t Bas e. Moreover, additional _ weapons and units ,vi thin the 
Khe Sanh defensive perimeter would inordinately increase the 
concentration of our resources in a relatively confined area, 
correspondingly increasing the risk of losses to enemy fire, 
and would add a significant amount of logistic support require­
ments. It is considered preferable to retain additional fire 
support means for employment in concert with counter-attacking 
,nd exp10' "Cion foro" .hon they '~t#. tu~. 

EARL'E G. WHEELER 

• Chairman 
• 

3 
Joint Chiefs of Staff 

------------T-------------------·------------
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THE WHITE HOUSE 9 5  W I S Y I N e T O N  

, JJ4- February 8, 1968 

Mr.  President: 

Herewith Westy reports minor 
operations at Khe Sanh. 

Weather operational for both resupply 
and tactical air  support. 
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THE WHITE HOUSE 
WASHINGTON 

February 8, 1968 

Mr. President: 

Herewith Westy reports minor 
operations at Khe Sanh. 

Weather operational for both resupply 
and tactical air support. 
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Thursday, February 8, 1968 3 1; cc - _,- 

Following is the text of a cable sent by General Westmoreland 
at 5:22 h . 4  this morning. 

This is the fourth report on the Khe Sanh area and covers the 
period from midnight EST February 7 to midnight EST February 8. 

During this period the Khe Sanh combat base continued to..receive .sporadic 

By 3:OOam February 7 thirty two pe.rsons. had been helilifted from 
he Lang-Vei - special forces camp,  including 14 Americans. Three 

helicopters received enemy f i re  in the extraction resulting in one 
pilot being wounded. Three enemy tanks a re  reported to have been 
destroyed in the Lang Vei area.  

At 4:25  pm the Marine outpost southwest of Khe Sarrh started receiving 
rocket and mortar f ire,  followed by a ground attack. 
continued until 5:45 pm. Th.? ,ene,my.. pmetrated th.e .wi re  of the 
platoon outpost but was repulsed. .The enemy broke contact by 
’6 : 3 0. pm. 

At, 8:  00 pm a Marine reinforcing element moved into position at the 
outpost. 
throughout the morning (last ev2ning Washington time). The enemy 
fire was returned but with unknown results. 
One. Marine was .reported killed, and two Marines were wounded and 
evacuated. .. 

..e .shelling .....-... ,.. from.mortar-and rockets throughout the afternoon and night. 

The attack 

. .. -, - .. . .. -. . . ~ -. .- 

The position continued to receive sporadic incoming fire 

During the period 

At 10:45 pm EST an air observer reported four enemy tanks southwest 
of Khe Sanh. 
tanks were disable>. An air  observer also reported siting 20 vehicles 
moving in a westerly direction five kilometers west of Lang Vei. 
str ikes were conducted with unknown results. 

During the period Marine tactical a i r  flew 44 sorties in support of the 
area,  the Air Force flew 98 sorties,  the Navy 37,  for a total of 17’2 
sorties 
2 -,..,.-- -..-.-. 
in the Niagara area.  
of the Arc Light strikes in”,uded.thzae-secondary fires and numerous 
s e-cgnd+Ly_explo sio.ns . ~. 

Air strikes were run and it is  believed that two of the 

-.-I-_.__.__-- _- 
A i r  

Four Arc Light strikes (35 sorties) were flown against targets 
Reported bomb damage assessment as  the result 

The-logistics. s.tatus remains satisfactory in  the Khe Sanh area. 
resupply provided 127”.shYr€‘ €on> of’ supplies, .94..tons-cf- which was  

Airlif t  

--I .-.. ~..’. .. 

"--', 

Thursday, February 8, 1968 
----------------

Followin.g is the text of a cable sent by General Westmoreland 
at 5: 22 AM this morning. 

This is the fourth report on the Khe Sanh area and covers the 
period from midnight EST February 7 to midnight EST February 8. 

31_~~ 
---/.~ 

During this period the Khe Sanh combat base continued to .. receivespora.di~ 
.shellingf;rom.mortar'and rockets throughout the afternoon and niO'ht . 

• ,0.- , •• ~.,o¥ .~,. ,.-, 0 

By 3:00am February 7 thirty two persons. had been helilifted from 
.. ,the l;.a7:lg.Yei special forces camp, including 14 Americans. Three 
"he'ii'~opters received enemy fire in the extraction resulting in one 

pilot being wounded. Three enemy tanks are reported to have been 
destroyed in the Lang Vei area. 

At 4:25 pm the Marine outpost southwest of Khe Sanh started receiving 
rocket and mortar fire, followed by a ground attack. The attack 
continued until 5:45 pm. The enemy pet1,(;)Jrated the .Wir.e. of the 
platoon outpost but was repi.ils~;i:' . The enemy broke contact by ·6' .... --" ... - -.. -----.. -., .. ". ' ,," . .-

:30 pm. 

At. 8: 00 pm a Marine reinforcing element moved into position at the 
outpost. The position continued to receive sporadic incoming fire 
throughout the morning (last evening Washington time). The enemy 
fire was returned but with unknown results. During the period 
gne. Marine was .reported killed, and two Marines were wounded and 
evacuated. " 

At 10:45 pm EST an air observer reported four enemy tanks southwest 
of Khe Sanh. Air strikes were run and it is believed that two of the .---. '---".'--"'- ..... 
~~ks ~.~!".~,,!~is~!?1e.9-. An air observer also reported siting 20 vehicles 
moving in a westerly direction five kilometers west of Lang Vel. Air 
strikes were conducted with unknown results. 

During the period Marine tactical air flew 44 sorties in support of the 
area, the Air Force flew 98 sorties, the Navy 37, for a total of 172 
sorties._.Four Arc Light strikes (35 sorties) were flown against targets 
in~the'Niagara area. Reported bomb damage assessment as the result 
of the Arc Light strikes includedthr.ee-secondary fires and numerous 
s ",,,9 ot;.dil-_:t:Lexpl 0 s ions. . 

The"logistics. status remains satisfactory in the KheSanh area. Airlift 
resupply provided l27'shc,rrfons of supplies, ·94J9l)'L£.f.'~~~ch,,,,:,as.-

.--.---.---""""-.----------~ 



ammunition. 
to .-,.. 26 . ~ . . ,  days. -. 

No COFRAM type ammunition was expended during this period. 

Indiyi~tial  combat n t i a n s ' w e r e  :ncren=ad !,,, II I 
I F o r  the period encompassing the 24-hours of Februa ry  8 EST, 

seven A r c  Light .s t r ikes  (45 sor t ies )  will be flown in  the Niagara 
area. Tactical  so r t i e s  inculde 44 Marine,  48 Air  Force ,  and 
52 Navy, for  a total of 144 so r t i e s .  The Marines  will have 16 
a i r c ra f t  on cal l  for  the Khe Sanh a r e a  while the Air F o r c e  will have 
120 so r t i e s  on a l e r t .  
be diverted into the Khe Sanh a r e a  total 406 Air Fo rce ,  250 Navy, 
fo r  a grand total  of 656. 

Enemy unit identifications in the Kne Sanh a r e a  r ema in  the same as 
previously reported.  

Additional so r t i e s  that could theoretically 

The,.w~eather -._.I on the .afternoon of February  7 was marginal for 
flying with a ce'iling of 1,500 feet .  
7:OO pm was  poor with low ceilings and visibility as low as one th i rd  
t o  one half miles  i n  fog. 
7:OO pm, with ceil ings of 2, 000 feet and good visibility. 

The - , ~  ,..,__. forec.ast -...--...-.-.- is . for marginal  t o  good conditions in  the afternoon and 1 

evening.of.tpda.y;.,.with. ceilings,_vary,ing f rom 2.000 to 3 ,  000 feet. 
fomorrow the weather will become poor, with low clouds and 
visibil i t ies r e s t r i c t e d  to one quarter  t o  one mile in  fog. 
the weather should improve again to marginal,  with ceilings of 
1, 500 feet. 

The period f r o m  7: 00 am to 

Weather conditions improved to marginal  at 

Ear ly  - .  
By morning 

ammunition. Il!P:1Y.i!l..\1::l.1 comb::l.t ,."t~ons 'w""e lncreas",J Ire",... H . 
to 26 days . ......... --. ,---

No COFRAM type ammunition was expended during this period. 

For the period encompassing the 24-hours of February 8 EST, 
seven Arc Light· strikes (45 sorties) will be flown in the Niagara 
area. Tactical sorties inculde 44 Marine, 48 Air Force, and 
52 Navy, for a total of 144 sorties. The Marines will have 16 
aircraft on call for the Khe Sanh area while the Air Force will have 
120 sorties on alert. Additional sorties that could theoretically 
be diverted into the Khe Sanh area total 406 Air Force, 250 Navy, 
for a grand total of 656. 

Enemy unit identifications in the Khe Sanh area remain the same as 
previously reported. 

The.;.veather on.".J:.he .,afternoon of February Twas marginal for 
flYin:g-'~:iih-a-~~'iling of I, 500 feet. The period from 7: 00 am to 
7: 00 pm was poor with low ceilings and visibility as low as one third 
to one half miles in fog. Weather conditions improved to marginal at 
7: 00 pm, with ceilings of 2,000 feet and good visibility. 

The forec.ast is fOI: marginal to good conditions in the afternoon and' 
e;:e-;;:i;:;:g'-Qi1;;d~_~;,_;.vith ceilingsyarying from 2,000 to 3,000 feE)t. Early 
torno'rrow the weather will become poor, with low clouds and 
visibilities restricted to one quarter to one mile in fog. By morning 
the weather should improve again to marginal, with ceilings of 
1,500 feet . 

. _----_._-_._-_._-----
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INFO- - ‘/LATION 
THE WHITE Hob. ~ 

Thursday, February 8, 1968 

Mr. President: 

Herewith a supplementary from 
Gen. Wheeler on Khe Sanh. 

$Ld Rostow 

. ! 

INFO- 'tlATION 
THE WHITE HOv .. 

WASHINGTON 

'FO?' :5l!: CIt!: 1 -

Mr. 

Thursday, February 8, 
2:00 p. m., 

1 /./ ~J' ,jj VV-,!, 
1'-'& ~, President: 

Herewith a supplementary from 
Gen. Wheeler on Khe Sanh. 

oJf~ Rostow 
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1968 

DECL::\S~j!.fIED 

• 

A~I!hoTity 9-(._~"..!!d.::':L=.z,f ~ 
By. -i f ' N.A.E~;, Date :3-/(,- 77 
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THE JOINT CHIEFS OF STAFF ', 
3 \ P~,, WASHINGTON. D. C. 20301 

CM-2972-68 .-. 

8 February  1968 

MEMORANDUM FOR THE PRESIDENT 
3ECLASSIFIED 

Subject: Situation in the Khe Sanh Area  A&&k:y ._._--- JLL / D  -3-7p A&!&- 
B~,*-, N/&S, T)a'h..- 3 -/d- 75 

YOU have received General Westmoreland's fourth r epor t  on 
the Khe Sanh a r e a ,  covering the period through 11:OO P M  EST, 
7 Februa ry  1968. I have received additional information f r o m  
Genera l  Westmoreland and Admiral  Sharp which is reported in 
the succeeding paragraphs.  

General  Westmoreland informed m e  that he has  issued 
instructions to General  Weyand (Commanding General,  I1 Field 
F o r c e  ) to a r r ange  fo r  a US unit to be brought into the race 
t r a c k  a r e a  of Saigon. 
put m o r e  p r e s s u r e  on enemy elements in the city. 
Genera l  Westmoreland is reluctant to take this step,  he feels that 
it is essent ia l  to push ARVN to g rea t e r  action to clean up Saigon. 
Additionally, as I told you yesterday, he plans to move a battalion 
of the 1Olst Airborne Division to Hue/Phu Bai. 
Marine Battalion will be moved to Hue/Phu Bai to replace one of the 
depleted Vietnamese a i rborne  battalions in that area. 
that he may follow these deployments with two m o r e  Vietnamese 
Marine Battalions into that a r e a .  

This will re lease  Vietnamese t roops to 
Although 

Also, a Vietnamese 

He indicates 

You may be interested to know that, yesterday, a s  a resul t  of 
an ambush of an enemy party by US forces  west of Saigon, a North 
Vie tnamtse  passpor t  containing a Cambodian visa, stamped Phnom 
Penh,  and a baggage c la im check f r o m  Phnom Penh, were  taken f r o m  
one of the bodies. The par ty  had a sophisticated radio, believed to be 
single sideband. 
impdrtant group. 

It was reported that this appeared to be a mos t  

. 
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THE JOINT CHIEFS OF STAFF 

WASHINGTON, D. C. 20301 

CM-2972-68 
8 February 1968 

MEMORANDUM FOR THE PRESIDENT 
DECLASSIFIED 

Subject: Situation in the Khe Sanh Area 

" r'l v' 

' • .jt:5 IP-$-?.P ~ Authonty ._. __ -
"'41 N"'''': Dqt~3-11-(J_ By_ ...... ,"ir-~- , J:'J.J,.~'-" ... ~"'-

You have received General Westmoreland's fourth report on 
the Khe Sanh area, covering the period through 11:00 PM EST, 
7 February 1968. I have received additional information from 
General Westmoreland and Admiral Sharp which is reported in 
the succeeding paragraphs. 

General Westmoreland informed me that he has issued 
instructions to General Weyand (Commanding General, II Field 
Force ) to arrange for a US unit to be brought into the race 
track area of Saigon. This will release Vietnamese troops to 
put more pressure on enemy elements in the city. Although 
General Westmoreland is reluctant to take this step, he feels that 
it is' essential to push ARVN to greater action to clean up Saigon. 
Additionally, as I told you yesterday, he plans to move a battalion 
of the lOlst Airborne Division to Hue/Phu Bai. Also, a Vietnamese 
Marine Battalion will be moved to Hue/Phu Bai to replace one of the 
depleted Vietnamese airborne battalions in that area. He indicates 
that he may follow these deployments with two more Vietnamese 
Marine Battalions into that area. 

You may be interested to know that, yesterday, as a result of 
an ambush of an enemy party by US forces west of Saigon, a North 
Vietnamese passport containing a Cambodian visa, stamped Phnom 
Penh, and a baggage claim check from Phnom Penh, were taken from 
one of the bodies. The party had a sophisticated radio, believed to be 
single sideband. It was reported that this appeared to be a most 
important group. 

: _ . ...:1 .. v __ -' .~ 
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. 
Regarding the North Vietnamese a i r  threat, Admiral Sharp 

has assured me that all concerned have been watching this activity 
closely and that all  forces have been alerted to this pstential 
threat. 
Vinh and Bai Thuong airfields to  preclude their being used a s  
forward staging bases for MIG operations. 
being seeded with 500 pound bombs with influence fuzes (Mark 36s) 
as necessary to harass and disrupt repair operations. 
fighter cover is being provided for B-52s operating in the DMZ and 
Mu Gia Pass  areas. 
separately a s  requested by you. 

In this regard, a i r  strikes a re  being conducted daily a t  

These airfields a re  
. 

Additionally, 

A full report on the a i r  threat will be provided 

i 

EARLE G. WHEELER 
Chairman 

Joint Chiefs of Staff 

: -  

-----r-

~. 

Regarding the North Vietnamese air threat, Admiral Sharp 
has assured me that all concerned have been watching this activity 
closely and that all forces have been alerted to this p:>tential 
threat. In this regard, air strikes are being conducted daily at 
Vinh and Bai Thuong airfields to preclude their being used as 
forward staging bases for MIG operations. These airfields are 
being seeded with 500 pound bombs with influence fuzes (Mark 36s) 
as necessary to harass and disrupt repair operations. Additionally, 
fighter cover is being provided for B-52s operating in the DMZ and 
Mu Gia Pass areas. A full report on the air threat will be provided 
separately as requested by you. 

2 

• 

EARLE G. WHEELER 
Chairman 

Joint Chiefs of Staff 

--·--·-------l-------·--------.,-----
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i i THE JOINT CHIEFS OF STAFF 
WASlilNGTON, D. C. 20301 

In Khe Sanh, B-52 and tact ical  a i r  s t r ikes  continue to pound 
the a r e a .  
coast .  

The weather is marginal  in that a r e a  and bad along the 

I 

In Hue/Phu Bai, three ARVN Airborne Battalions a r e  down to 
the approximate strength of 160 men each. General  Westmoreland 
is reinforcing with three Vietnamese Marine Battalions - one to be 
air l i f ted into Hue today, one tomorrow,  and one the day af te r .  
addition, one battalion of the lOlst Airborne Division will be 
deployed to Hue/Phu Bai  tomorrow. A second battalion of the lOlst 
will be moved to Hue by landing ships. There  have been reports  
out of I Corps that the Citadel in Hue has been c l ea red  of enemy; 
however,  General  Westmoreland can nei ther  confirm n o r  deny 
this yet. 

In 

CM-2993 - 68 
9 Februa ry  1968 . 

You have received General  Westmoreland's fifth r epor t  on the 
situation in Khe Sanh through 1 1 : O O  PM EST, 8 Februa ry  1968. 
I taliced to General Westmoreland at  8:30 AM EST this morning 
and  obtained some additional information which is contained in 
the succeeding paragraphs.  

Yesterday was fairly quiet. The enemy appears  to be t i red.  
However, General  Westmoreland expects the second cycle of 
a t tacks to begin soon and he has  been getting ready for these 
at tacks.  

·i..; .".~' ~.~ 
.--':"'.,. )~.:.! . ..;. -

THE JOINT CHIEFS OF STAFF 
WMHIN"TON, o. C. 20301 

CM-2993-68 
9 February 1968 

MEMORANDUM FOR THE PRESIDENT 
DECI.u\S:!FIED 

Subject: Situation in Vietnam Authority JC.S l~-3-7i' ~1< 
By_ =-t1l! ' N,3.:;. Di:~~_ .3-I.!:::..?'1 

You have received General Westmoreland's fifth report on the 
situation in Khe sanh through 11:00 PM EST, 8 February 1968. 
I talked to General Westmoreland at 8:30 AM EST this morning 
and obtained some additional information which is contained in 
the succeeding paragraphs. 

Yesterday was fairly quiet. The enemy appears to be tired. 
However, General Westmoreland expects the second cycle of 
attacks to begin soon and he has been getting ready for these 
attacks. 

In Khe Sanh, B-52 and tactical air strikes continue to pound 
the area. The weather is marginal in that area and bad along the 
coast. 

In Hue/Phu Bai, three ARVN Airborne Battalions are down to 
the approximate strength of 160 men each. General Westmoreland 
is reinforcing with three Vietnamese Marine Battalions - one to be 
airlifted into Hue today, one tomorrow, and one the day after. In 
addition, one battalion of the 10lst Airborne Division will be 
deployed to Hue/Phu Bai tomorrow. A second battalion of the 10lst 
will be moved to Hue by landing ships. There have been reports 
out of I Corps that the Citadel in Hue has been cleared of enemy; 
however, General Westmoreland can neither confirm nor deny 
this yet . 

. '--~,'~-------- ._---_._------_._----.-



The situation in Dalat is clearing up, although the re  is still 
In Saigon, t he re  some  fighting in the western p a r t  of the city. 

have been some skirmishes.  

The IV Corps a r e a ,  according to General  Westmoreland, is in 
good shape. He is concentrating his Riverine F o r c e  at My Tho. 

The Provisional Field Army Headquarters,  to be called 
MACV Forward,  under General Abrams (who continues in his 
capacity as Deputy COMUSMACV) will  open tomorrow, to control 
all forces  generally in the a r e a  of the I Corps Tact ical  Zone. 
previously rep3rted this to you, but the events since TET have 
delayed the establishment of this headquarters .  

I 

EARLE G.  WHEELER 
Chair man 

Joint Chiefs of Staff 

2 
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The situation in Dalat is clearing up, although there is still 
som.e fighting in the western part of the city. In Saigon, there 
have been som.e skirm.ishes. 

The IV Corps area, according to General Westm.oreland, is in 
good shape. He is concentrating his Riverine Force at My Tho. 

The Provisional Field Arm.y Headquarters, to be called 
MACV Forward, under General Abram.s (who continues in his 
capacity as Deputy COMUSMACV) will open tom.orrow, to control 
all forces generally in the area of the I Corps Tactical Zone. I 
previously rep:>rted this to you, but the events since TET have 
delayed the establishm.ent of this headquarters. 

.-

/3 /) t? II ),/'//// 
(C~~d:'cc .;~ l/V/U,tltf./ 

EARLE G. WHEELER 
Chairm.an 

Joint Chiefs of Staff 
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WASHINGTON 

Mr. President: 

Herewith Westy's latest on m e  
Sanh. 

L . .. 

INFor'ATION 
THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

, ~"l 

\ '\' Friday; February 9, 1968 
\ ' 9:15 a. m. 

Mr. President: 

Herewith Westy's latest on Khe 
Sanh. 

I, L 0.1 
WJJW-:"Rostow 

DECLASSIFIED . 

o·~s~.BL!./~6 '::;'-/~.fc.:-..!?:.!4"~..a~$Z;77' 
Authority..! .J'-/~.-77 
By 4 . NAnS, Date _ . 

/ 

_._----------------------



. .  
. ..... .. -. . . . . . .:.. , .  

- ... *... 
.. . . _ .  ... . .  .. . . * .  

- .,. , .~ 
I : .  , .  . 
i . :  

. .  
. .  ..,. ~. .. .._ .,., ,. 'SANITIZD T- 

Friday, February 9, 1968 
. .  .. . , . >  ." , 

r -..,." Si:Ab.! OF CABLE FR'3iM GENERAL WESTMOREJ4ND 

This i s  t h e  f i f th  report  o n  the Khe Sanh a r e a  and covers  the 24 horn- 
period of T h r s d a y ,  February 8, 1968. 

Curing the period the Khe Sanh Combat Base and the surrounding 
a r e a  cnn thued  t o  receive sporadic mor ta r ,  socket, m d  harass ing  5mai.I: 
arms and sniper  f i re .  
wounded and evaccated. 
27 hdividcal and 23 crew-served weapons czptured as a result of the 
e ~ m y  m o r t a r  and ground attack on  the  Marine Company yesterday morlliug. 

A total of 21 Marines were  killed and 273ere  
There were  124 enemy killed, one cnptu:ed, and  

Marine a i r c ra f t  flew 49 so r t i e s  i n  support of the Xhe Sad? u e a  whil;3 
the Air F a r c e  f l e w  101, and the Navy flew 77, for a total of 227. Ten seco=dar\ f 
fires 2nd On: seconrlary explosion'were reported. Three pe r so ine l  c a r r i e r s  
m d  a 'tkn.k-l&e't yehicle were destroyed, and 10 other vehicles were  d a m a ~ e d ,  
Thz l a t t e r  was t h e  action taken against  the enemy tanks an6 .vehicles sighted 
yes te rday  southwest and west of Khe Sanh. 

Szwn A R C  LIGHT s t r ikes  (39) sor t ies  were  run in t h e  Niagarz arzp.. 
FOIX af these s t r ikes  were in pro-ximity to Khe S a d .  
area fired 5543 rounds of mor t a r  and ar t i l l e ry  ammunition. 

MarLne uni ts  in 'the 

The  Khe Sanh logistics position conkhues to improve. A total of 214 
short tons of supplies were airl if ted i n  during the period f o r  an 7.nczeas.3 of 
87 short toas.. The bulk of t h e  airlift was tAe delivery of 140 s h o r t  fD:.l!i of 
.m.muni5~~.. 41.5 short tons of engineering equipment, including b u r k ~ i ~ ~  
matzriz.?, and 24 shor: tons of vehicles were  also delivered. 
i s  being accomplished with Air Force G-130 and C-123 Aircraf t  a d  M a r h e  

r e p r f e d  yestexiay was not cor rec t .  
days. 
105 X v l  >lowitzers.  *No COFRAM type ordnance was used dnring the r;;.riod. 

Airlif; r e supp ly  

. C-130 and CH-53 helicopters. The 26 days of individual combat ra%:,nns 
The xevised status of &eae ratios is 12 

The ; m u n i t i o n  stocks are adequate, the lowest  being tL dzys  for fis 
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:SANITJZ~D 

Friday. February 9. 1968 

CABLE FROM GENERAL WESTMORELAND 

. , 

This is the fiit:..'1. report on the !<he Sanh area and covers the 24 bow­
period of Thursday. February 8, 1968 . 

DLlring the period the Khe Sanh Combat Base and the surrounc!cng 
area continued to receive sporadic mortar. rocket, and harassing timall 
a.rms and sniper fire. A total of 21 Marines were killed and 27'Were 
wounded and evacuated. There were 124 enemy killed. one captured, a..'1.d 
27 individ\!al and 23 crew-served weapons captured as a result of the 
enemy mortar and ground attack on the Marine Company yesterday morning. 

Marine aircraft flew 49 sorties in support of the Khe Sall .. " ,\rea while 
the Air :Force flew 101. and the Navy £lew 77, for a total of 227. Ten secondary 
fires "nd one r;econdary explosion' were reported. Three personnel carriers 
and a "t3..'"l..t;:-like" vehicle were destroyed, and 10 other vehicles were damaged. 
The l<J.tter was the action taken against the enemy tanks and vehicles sighted 
yesterday southwest and west of Khe Sanh. 

Seven .i\RC LIGHT strikes (39) sorties were run in the Niagara ar::::1l.. 
FOtE' of t.hese strikes were in proximity to Khe Sanh. Marine units in the 
v.rea fired 5543 rounds of mortar and artillery axnmunitian. 

The Khe Sanh logistics position continues to improve. A total of 214 
short tons of supplies 9Nere airlifted in during the period for an :i.ncz'eas.7: of 
87 short tons.. The bulk of the airlift was t.."e delivery of 140 short to:~!i of 
::unmuni:::ion. 41. 5 short tons of engineering equipment, including 'bup.ka",ing 
::nate:dal. and 24 short tons of vehicles were also delivered. Airlif;: re"upp'ly 
is being accomplished wit:.." Air Force C-130 and C-123 Aircraft and Marine 
C-130 and CH-53 helicopters. The 2,6 days of individual combat rations 
repor~ed yeste~'day was not correct. The l"evised status of these ratios is 12 
days. The ?..r:n.munition stocks are adequate, the lowe::;t being 11 cia,y;; for t..1.:." 
105 M:Nl ::towitzers, . No COFRAl',I type ordnance was used dll:dng th", p;!riod. 

---.-------.--"l------'-------. 
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F o r  the next  period, Pour ARC LIGHT strikes (27 sorties) will  be'. 

flown in support of € 3 ~  Sanh. 
(additional 16 c11 call), the Air Force plans 74 sorties, andthe Navy 52, -2 
support uf Khe Sad\, for a total of 172 sorties. 
have 128 tactical air sorties on call, and a potential of diverting pre-planned 
strikes from other areas  for a total of 631 sorties (Air Force 351, Navy 250) .  

Marine tactical sir plans 44 sorties 

The Air Force wiIl  also 
' 

There i s  no new information on enemy identification, streng'hs, and 
capabilities. 

The weather in the +Vie Sanh area  for the early afternoon of the Slrh 
Fehruary was good but about 2 : O O  PLM it became marginal. Fog formed a: 
about 8:BO PM making the weather poor for t h e  rest  of the night and for  the 
mor&ig of the 9th. 
weather. 
poor wi th  improvement to marginal again by noon on the 12th. 

The forecast for the afternoon of the 9th is for margiaaX 
The formation of fog by 8 : O O  P M  will mske the rest of the night 
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For the next period, four ARC LIGHT strikes (27 sortie:!) will be' 
flown in support of Khe Sanh. Marine tactical air plans 44 sorti~s 
(additional 16 en call), the Air Force plans 74 sorties, aI,l~ t4e Navy5t, in: 
empport pf Khe San.'l., :for a total of 172 sorties. The Air Force will also 
ll<w,~ 128 tactical air sorties on call. and a potential of diverting pre-planned 
af;ri.'<:es from other areas for a total oi 631 sorties (Air Force 381, Navy ZSO). 

'rnere is no new information on enemy identification, strengths, and 
capabilitie s . 

The weather in the Khe Sanh area for the early afternoon of the Sili 
.February was good but about 2:00 PM it became marginal. Fog formed at 
about 8;00 PM ma.'<ing the weather poor for the rest of the night and for the 
nlornin.g of. the 9th. The forecast for the afternoon of the 9th is for m;>_rgmal 
weathe:c. The formation of fog by 8:00 PM will ma.lce the rest of the night 
poor with improvement to marginal again by noon on the 12th . 
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Herewith Westy's la tes t  on Khe Sanh. 
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THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 
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Mr. President: ' \ 

Herewith We sty's late st on Khe Sanh. 

ttl lr ~ ON. l"R,ostow 
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1 ,  SANITIZED 

This i s  the sixth repor t  on th2 Khe Sanh a r e a  an4  cove:^ the 
2.4-hour.period of February  9, 1968 (Washington t i ne ) .  

,bring t he  reporting period the Mhe Sarh Combat Base and the 
outlyin;: a r e a s  continued to  receive sporadic shelling f rom mortars, with 
occasional rocks: rounds reported. 

Tbrt right of February 9 - 10 was charzcterized by brief contach  
with exchanges of small arms f i re  and grenades.  At 10:15 AM =ST a 
Marine Listening Post  about th ree  1iilome:crs northwest of the WAS 5arz.I Base 
2::ceived srnail a r m s  fire and grenades inconjunction with a. ground attack by  
an estimated 35 to  40 enemy. The Listening Post  withdrew to  the company 
pe r ime te r  a.nd the Marine Company then received seven satchel chargci in 
the per imeter  wirc ,  with two enemy penetrating the  outer wirc. 
the deEen34 action. the enemy did not p r e s s  the attack. 
i n  hvo Xarines !cillt?d and three other receiving mino: wounds. 
of the enemy casualt ies is unknown. 

In the fzce of 
This action resu l ted  

The extent 
. .  

At rniddght last night C-130 aircraf ;  received enemy f i r e  about 
two miles sol;thwest of the Khe Sanh a i r s t r i p  while approaching for ii landing. 

killed, four cr i t ical ly  injured, and three missin::. 

m she a i r c ra f t  caught f i re  and w a s  completely destroyed, resiilting En two 

~ r i n s  this pzriod Ularine Tactical  A i r  flew.34 sorties.  
hir F o r c e  fl*w 60 sorties, the Navy flew 6 3 ,  f o r  a total of 163 sor t ies  i n  the 
Khe Sz& A.rez. The Marine air  s t r ikes  prochced several  secondary e:.:plosio?.s 
while tile kit Force  -reFor:ed three secondary explosions, four secondary fires,  
anc? th ree  truc?cs destroyed. 

The 
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Saturday, .February 10, 1968, ·9:15 AI'Ii ._------

T.EXT OF CABLE FROM GENERAL WESTMOHELAND 

This is the sixth report on the Khe San.'J., ::lrea :and cove::-s the 
24-hour'period of February 9, 1968 (Washington time) • 

. D·c1ring the reporting period the Khe Sanh Combat Base and the 
outlying areas continued to receive sporadic shelling from mortars, with 
occa$ional :rocket rounds reported. 

The night of February 9 - 10 was chan.cterized by brief contacts 
with exchanges of small arms Iire and grenades. At 10:15 .AM EST a 
Marine List,'ning Post about three kilometers northwest of the Khe San.'" Base 
:.-eceived small armS fire and grenades in conjunction with a ground attack by 
an eBti=ated 35 to 40 enemy. The Listening Post withdrew to the company 
perimeter <1.nd the Madne Company then received seven satchel charge!.'; in 
the perimeter wire, \';ith two enemy penetrating the outer wire. In the f:J.c~ of 
the de£en3·" action, the enemy did not pres s the attack. 'This action resulted 
in two },1arines killed and three other receiving mino-:c- wounds. The extent 
of the enemy casualties is unknown. 

At midnight last night C-130 aircraft received enemy lire about 
two miles southwest of the Khe Sanh airstrip while approaching for <\ landing. 
The aircraft caught fire and was completely destroyed, resulting in two 
kiUe d, four critically injured, and three mi:; sing. 

Durin:~ this period Marine Tactical Air flew .34 sorties. The 
.lUr Forc·e flew 66 sorties, t.he Navy flew 63, for a total of 163 sorties in the 
Khe Sanh .Il,.:rea. The Marine air strikes produced several secondary e:~plosio"s 
while the Air Force reported three secondary explosions, four secondary fir;!s, 
and three truc1<:s destroyed . 

S/\N:TiZETJ 
/.'.:h:('· rfiSD /,·,i'·- 'If . f.' Ill' / /. ,Ye) / ---~ .. -... ,-- ····-·~·-~-~-7,.--~'-·- -.- -
Cy __ ._'-"~.:):'- .. , i.iif(S, iJJta-L.:L I' :_ J't) 

(,/ -

SArilnZED C0I1 -_._------ -



.~ p.~.:...**~-., - 2 -  - --4?r-.- 
.- . '. 

. . , I  ,, 2 
L I  , 

Photo reconnaissance obtained confirms the prcsenc;: o f  
6e.vera.l AFT-76 tanks i n  the J,ang Vci area. 
LJGEiT a.trikes (27 ~ o r f i e ~ )  r u n  in  the Niagara a r e a  3n support  of the 
Khe Sari?? 32s- and i ts 'environs.  

There were four ARC 

On February  9 the Ground Control Facility at the S a d  
was r ende red  inoperative due to enemy fire. A5 a result only three 
C-130 a i r c r a f t  wzre able to resupply with 32 short  tons of cargo. Twenty- 
bvo short tons of t h e  resupply was petroleum, oil, and lubricants,  and thz 
rsmaining ten  short  tons were  individual combat rations. 
otoclcs of all c l a s ses  remains  adequate. 
was back in  Ppesntion today. 
the period. For the period midnight Fr iday to midnizht Saturday EST, 
&ere wi!l be s i x  ARC LIGHT strikes (39 sort ies)  flown in the Niagara 
area. 
t h h z  Air  F o r c e  has 88 so r t i e s  planned, and the Navy has 100 planned. for a 
total of 232 sorties.  

The level of 
The Ground Control equipment 

No COFRAM typ- ordnance was used during 

Marine tactical air plans 44 sor t ies  in support of E;ht Sanh. while 

The Air Force  has 120 additional so r t i e s  on alert. 

There  4s no change in enemy unit identification i n  the ilxez. 

On February 9 the weather was pour in  the afternoon with cloud 
ceilings' of 700 feet and fog. 
d s t e r i o r l t e  with z e r o  visibility by 8 : O O  PM. The weather iinprovcd t o  
margina l  e a r l y  Saturday morning and there  was good visibility. 
then ramriined marginal the rest of the morning. 
noon Saturday to noon Sunday is for marginal yea the r  t o  continue until about 
8:UO ?AM. At this t ime the formation of fog will make the weather poor with 
visilbi?i:i,~s of lass :hen 1 mile. 
on Februa ry  I! with ceilings of 1200 feet. 

By 4 : O O  PNI the weather conditions began to 

The weather  
The forecas t  for  the period 

Conditions wil l  improve to marginal  by  11:OO Ah 
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Photo reconnaissance o'.:>tain~c1 confirms the prCSp.llc:;, of 
severa.l P1' -76 tanks in the Lang Vei area. There wel"e £OUT ARC 
LIGHT strikes (27 sorties) run in the Niagara area :In support of the 
Khe S.;.n..;' Bas e and its' environs. 

On February 9 the Ground Control Facility at the Khe Sanh 
was rendered inoperative due to enemy fire. As a result only three 
C-130 aircraft were able to resupply with 32 short tons of cargo. Twenty­
two short' tons of the resupply wa!; petroleum, oil, and lubricants, and-the 
remaining ten short tons were individual combat rations. ' The level or 
otocks of all classes remains adequate. The Ground Control E:quipment 
was badt i n operation today. No COFRAMt¥Pll ordnance was used during 
the period. For the period midnight Friday to midnight Saturday EST, 
there will be 5i>: ARC LIGHT strikes (39 sorties) flown in the Niagara 
area. Marine tactical air plans 44 sorties in support of Khe Sat!h,while 
the Air Force has 88 sorties planned, and the Navy has 100 planned, for a 
total of 232 sorties. The, Air Force has 120 additional sorties on alert. 

There is no change in enemy unit identification in the area. 

On February 9 the weather was poor in the afternoon with cloud 
ceilings of 700 feet and fog. By 4: 00 PM the weather conditions began to 
deterior;,>.te with zero visibility by 8:00 PM. The weather improved to 
marginal early Saturday morning and there was good visibility. The weat.'ler 
t},e,'l re~ained marginal the rest of the morning. The Corecast Cor the period 
noon Saturday to noon Sunday is for marginal weather to continue until about 
8:00 PM. At this time the formation of fog will make the weather poor with 
visibilities of less then 1 mile. Conditions will improve to marginal by 11:00 ,A,1. 

on Februa::-y 11 with ceilings of 12.00 feet. 
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WASHINGTON 
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Saturday, February 10, 1968 
1:45 p. m. (.:1 __ --. .... '; 
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Mr. President: if I'l-. 

HerewIth Gen. Wheeler's 
latest situation report. 

4 1 (u.p SE Cl\:E r:F aool 
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10 February 1968 
7 -... .-.- ~ .n*.L. 

MEMORANDUM FOR THE PRESIDENT DECLASSIFIED 

Subject: Situation in Vietnam Authority JC5 L0-3- 7p& 

By &;& , N A R S , D a t e . . Y  

YOU have received General Westmoreland's sixth report on 
the situation in the Khe Sanh area  for the period through 11:OO PM 
EST, 9 February 1968. I talked to General Westmoreland a t  8:GO 
AM EST this morning and obtained the information on the situation 
in Vietnam which is contained in the succeeding paragraphs. 

General Westmoreland assesses  the current situation as 
similar to that which prevailed in China in 1948, in that the Red 
Chinese moved their people into the cities and then besieged the 
cities. In this connection, he is continuing his preparations for 
an anticipated second cycle of attacks. 
reopen the roads, so as  to permit the resupply of food. 
thitt there is  plenty of rice in Saigon and Danang. 

He is also striving to 
He reports 

General Westmoreland considers that the enemy may use tanks 
in the eastern par t  of the DMZ area,  and he is sending General 
Abrams to talk to the commanders in that area about this p3tential 
threat. General Westmoreland is concerned about the impact a 
tank attack might have upon the ARVN units, and accordingly, 
General Momyer is developing plans for the use of Napalm and Zuni 
rockets against any tank attack in that area.  

The Hue/Phu Bai area is, as was reported yesterday, being 
reinforced by three Vietnamese Marine Battalions. Presently, 
three-fifths of the city is controlled by South Vietnamese forces: 
however, General Westmoreland estimates that there a r e  some 
2, '000 Viet Cong sti l l  in Hue. 

. 

I . 
. I~ _.' 
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THE JOINT CHIEFS OF STAFF 
WASHINGTON. D. C. 20301 

CM-2999-68 
10 February 1968 

MEMORANDUM FOR THE PRESIDENT DECLASSIFIED 

Authority Jc.s /#-3" 7.f'..4t44 

,?l. 

Subject: Situation in Vietnam 
B~ dIP , NARS, Date ~-16-77 

You have received General Westmoreland's sixth report on 
the situation in the Khe Sanh area for the period through 11:00 PM 
EST, 9 February 1968. I talked to General Westmoreland at 8:00 
AM EST this morning and obtained the information on the situation 
in Vietnam which is contained in the succeeding paragraphs. 

General Westmoreland assesses the current situation as 
similar to that which prevailed in China in 1948, in that the Red 
Chinese moved their people into the cities and then besieged the 
cities. In this connection, he is continuing his preparations for 
an anticipated second cycle of attacks. He is also striving to 
reopen the roads, so as to permit the resupply of food. He reports 
that there is plenty of rice in Saigon and Danang. 

General Westmoreland considers that the enemy may use tanks 
in the eastern part of. the DMZ area, and he is sending General 
Abrams to talk to the conunanders in that area about this potential 
threat. General Westmoreland is concerned about the impact a 
tank attack might have upon the ARVN units, and accordingly, 
General Momyer is developing plans for the use of Napalm and Zuni 
rockets against any tank attack in that area. 

The Hue/Phu Baiarea is, as was reported yesterday, being 
reinforced by three Vietnamese Marine Battalions. Presently, 
three-fifths of the city is controlled by South Vietnamese forces; 
however, General Westmoreland estimates that there are some 
2, boO Viet Cong still in Hue. 
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There a r e  five battalions of the America1 Division south of 

, . ,  , 
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Danang. 
reported that elements of the 2d North Vietnamese Division a r e  
now pulling back, 

There was heavy fighting there yesterday, and it is 

The KC-130 which was destroyed in Khe Sanh was hit on 
landing by a 12.7 mrn machine gun; a s  the aircraft  landed, the 
POL aboard exploded. 

The II Corps a rea  was relatively quiet. There i s  still  fighting 
in Dalat, but we a r e  making headway there. Elements of the 33d 
North Vietnamese Regiment have been located south of Ban Me 
Thuot along the river. Kontum is quiet. In Dak To, a lieutenant 
who defected from the 174th North Vietnamese Regiment reported 
that one-third of his regiment had been killed. In Binh Dinh 
Province, the ROK forces have been doing well, killing some 890 
members of the 3d North Vietnamese Division in the Qui Nhon area. 

In Long An Province, 123 enemy were killed and 17 captured, 
one of whom was a North Vietnamese f rom Cambodia - - significantly, 
several brand new weapons, of Red Chinese make (still in cosmoline) 
were captured. 
policemen. 

In the capital, Viet Cong assassins killed eight 

General Westmoreland has intelligence of an expected attack on 
Tan Son Nhut tonight, and has made preparations for this. 

The IV Corps a rea  was also relatively quiet. The Riverine 

General Westmoreland hopes to reopen Highway 4 by 
Force killed 83 enemy in the My Tho area,  where there is an enemy 
build-up. 
Sunday night. 

MACV Forward, the Provisional Field Army Headquarters which 
I mentioned in my memorandum to you yesterday, has opened. 
General Abrams will operate f rom that headquarters f rom time to time. 

EARLE G. WHEELER 
Chairman 

Joint Chiefs of Staff 
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There are five battalions of the Americal Division south of 
Danang. There was heavy fighting there yesterday, and it is 
reported that elements of the 2d North Vietnamese Division are 
now pulling back. 

The KC-130 which was destroyed in Khe Sanh was hit on 
landing by a 12.7 mm machine gun; as the aircraft landed, the, 
POL aboard exploded. 

The n Corps area was relatively quiet. There is still fighting 
in Dalat, but we are making headway there. Elements of the 33d 
North Vietnamese Regiment have been located south of Ban Me 
Thuot along the river. Kontum is quiet. In Dak To, a lieutenant 
who defected from the 174th North Vietnamese Regiment reported 
that one -third of his regiment had been killed. In Binh Dinh 
Province, the ROK forces have been doing well, killing some 800 
members of the 3d North Vietnamese Division in the Qui Nhon area. 

In Long An Province, 123 enemy were killed and 17 captured, 
one of whom was a North Vietnamese from Cambodia - - significantly, 
several brand new weapons, of Red Chinese make (still in cosmoline) 
were captured. In the capital; Viet Cong assassins killed eight 
policemen. 

General Westmoreland has intelligence of an expected attack on 
Tan Son Nhut tonight, and has made preparations for this. 

The IV Corps area was also relatively quiet. The Riverine 
Force killed 83 enemy in the My Tho area, where there is an enemy 
build-up. General Westmoreland hopes to reopen Highway 4 by 
Sunday night. 

MACV Forward, the Provisional Field Army Headquarters which 
I mentioned in my memorandum to you yesterday, has opened. 
General Abrams will operate from that headquarters from time to time. 
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EARLE G. WHEELER 
-Chairman 

Joint Chiefs of Staff 
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i . .  Sunday, February 11, 1968 
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11:35 a.m. ~. 
... . .  

. .  . .  
Mr, President: 

. .  
-.~ Herewith Gen. Wheeler's 

supplementary report from Westy, 
including the possibility of their 
using ground-to-ground missi les  on . ,  

their tanks. 
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Sunday, February 11, 1968 
11:35 a. m. 

Mr~ President: 

Herewith Gen. Wheeler's 
supplementary report from Westy. 
including the possibility of their 
using ground-to-ground missiles on 
their tanks. < J_ A 
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THE JOINT CHIEFS OF STAFF 
WASHINGTON, D. C. 10301 

CM-3001-68 
11 February 1968 

""".., _., 
MEIMORANDUM FOR THE PRESIDENT 

DECLASSIFIED 

You have received General Westmoreland's seventh report  on 
the  3ituation in the Khe Sanh area  for the period through 11:OO PM 
EST7, 10 February 1968. I talked to General Westmoreland a t  
8: I5  AM EST this morning and obtained the information on the 
5 ;tu .tion in Vietnam which i s  contained in the succeeding para- 
7rophs. 

As General Westmoreland's report indicated, Khe Sanh airfield 
W b 5  shelled yesterday. 
Mortar shell upon landing, damaging its hydraulic system; they may 
be able to repair this aircraft tomorrow. 
plans to use C-123 and Caribou aircraf t  in resupplying Khe Sanh and, 
bo meet this need, has had General Momyer convert for airlift use 
somE C-123s used in the defoliation effort. 

A C-130 aircraft  was hit by fragments of a 

General Westmoreland 

Sniper f i re  continued in Hue. The first of the three Vietnamese 

There 
Marine Battalions to reinforce in Hue arrived there yesterday; in 
addition, elements of a US Marine Battalion were moved in. 
Was heavy fighting south of Danang, resulting in 195 enemy killed. 
There was light contact on the outskirts of Dalat. 

The attack on Tan Son Nhut did materialize as General Westmoreland 
expected, resulting in 196 enemy kill.ed and 170 or  so weapons captured. 

In the IV Corps a rea  there was light contact in several towns .  

A rall ier (defector) taken a t  Khe Sanh gave information on the 
(%Llowing order of enemy attack: (1) Lang Vei; (2) Con Thien; (3)  Khe 
5aoh H e  stated also that he had seen near  Thanh Hoa several  weeks 

~ ., ~ . ,. . .., 
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THE JOINT CHIEFS OF STAFF 
WASHINGTON. D. C. 20301 

CM-300l-68 
11 Februar~ 1968 

ME,MORANDUM FOR THE PRESIDENT 
DECLASSIFIED 

S",loject: Situation in Vietnam Authority .JC.s //)-3-1R' ~ 
By: J'f12 ,NARS, Date .3..;./t - 7( 

You have received General Westmoreland's seventh report on 
the lituation in the Khe Sanh area for the period through 11:00 PM 
ES'T, 10 February 1968. I talked to General Westmoreland at 
8': IS AM EST this morning and obtained the information on the 
<; I'~udion in Vietnam which is contained in the succeeding para­
'lr"l"hs. 

As General Westmoreland's report indicated, Khe Sanh airfield 
Wa.s shelled yesterday. A C-130 aircraft was hit by fragments of a 
MOrtar shell upon landing, damaging its hydraulic system; they may 
he a.ole to repair this aircraft tomorrow. General Westmoreland 
¥1la,Y.l.3 to use C-lZ3 and Caribou aircraft in resupplying Khe Sanh and, 
/;CJ) meet this need, has had General Momyer convert for airlift use 
SOM~ C-lZ3s used in the defoliation effort. 

Sniper fire continued in Hue. The first of the three Vietnamese 
Madne Battalions to reinforce in Hue arrived there yesterday; in 
addition, elements of a US Marine Battalion were moved in. There 
was heavy fighting south of Danang, resulting in 195 enemy killed. 
"There was light contact on the outskirts of Dalat. 

The attack on Tan Son Nhut did materialize as General Westmoreland 
expected, resulting in 196 enemy killed and 170 or so weapons captured. 

In the IV Corps area there was light contact in several towns. 

A rallier (defector) taken at Khe Sanh gave information on the 
following order of enemy attack: (1) Lang Vei; (Z) Con Thien; (3) Khe 
Sa;\V!. He stated also that he had seen near Thanh Hoa several weeks 

OOpy!.BJ UBRARY 
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ago about 20 missiles mounted on PT-76 Amphibious Tank chassis 
(the PT-76 was used a t  Lang Vei). General Westmoreland indicated 
these could be FROG missiles (see attachment) and that this could 
be the "big surprise" which the Soviet correspondent in Hanoi wrote 
about recently. Other possibilities for the "big surprise",  in General 
Westmoreland's view, could be the use of SA-2 missiles near  the 
DMZ, air strikes in the DMZ a rea  by IL-28s, and MIG attacks against 
B-52s. General Westmoreland and his commanders a r e  a le r t  to all of 
these possibilities and taking appropriate measures. 

In addition, General Westmoreland provided me the following 
assessment  of South Korean and Australian troops in Vietnam: 

"South Korean and Australian forces have aggressively and 
professionally fought the enemy wherever and whenever encountered. 
In addition to providing very capable defense of their own tactical 
a reas  of responsibility (TAOR) the presence of these allies has 
provided us the flexibility for redeployment of our own more 
mobile forces to contend with other threat areas.  
significant that Highway 1 has remained open through the length 
of the Korean TAOR during the current situation. The fact that 
the more dramatic events of well coordinated enemy attacks have 
bypassed Korean and Australian areas  is attributable to an extent 
to the emphasis of enemy strategy. I t  

It is also 

EARLE G. WHEELER 
Chairman 

Joint Chiefs of Staff 

Attachments 
FROG Missile 
PT-76 Amphibious Tank 
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ago about 20 missiles mounted on PT-76 Amphibious Tank chassis 
(the PT-76 was used at Lang Vei). General Westmoreland indicated 
these could be FROG missiles (see attachment) and that this could 
be the "big surprise" which the Soviet correspondent in Hanoi wrote 
about recently. Other possibilities for the "big surprise". in General 
Westmoreland's view. could be the use of SA-2 missiles near the 
DMZ. air strikes in the DMZ area by IL-28s. and MIG attacks against 
B-52s. General Westmoreland and his commanders are alert to all of 
these possibilities and taking appropriate measures. 

In addition. General Westmoreland provided me the following 
assessment of South Korean and Australian troops in Vietnam: 

"South Korean and Australian forces have aggressively and 
professionally -fought the enemy wherever and whenever encountered. 
In addition to providing very capable defense of their own tactical 
areas of responsibility (TAOR) the presence of these allies has 
provided us the flexibility for redeployment of our own more 
mobile forces to contend with other threat areas. It is also 
significant that Highway I has remained open through the length 
of the Korean TAOR during the current situation. The fact that 
the more dramatic events of well coordinated enemy attacks have 
bypassed Korean and Australian areas is attributable to an extent 
to the emphasis of enemy strategy. " 

Attachments 
FROG Missile 

~.q:h~ 
EARLE G. WHEELER 

Chairman 
Joint Chiefs of Staff 

PT-76 Amphibious Tank 
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February 11, 1968 . 
Sunday 11:05 am 

Mr. Pres-ident: 

Here is Gen. West~oreland's 
morning report. 

Figures on the Khe Sanh 
supply situation are given on 
page 2. 
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Bromley Smith 
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-EYES ONLY 

Following is  the  text  of a 

This is t he  seventh report  on t h e T m $ ! a r e a  and coveres a period of 24- 
h o e s  endlng at midnight last night. 

k i n g  the  reporting period the  Khe Sanh combat base and the surrounding 

f sniall arms f i re  and grenades on the western 

. .  

area continued t o  receive Q et- ~.,, "*-" ... 
February 10 

end of the perimeter and western outposts resultiq in th ree  enemy ki l led.  
A t  7:15 February 10 a t r i p  f lare  exposed 14 enemy j u s t  west of Khe Eanh 
near the wire. A t  noon 
February 10 l i g h t s  were spotted moving between Eiills 861 and 86B, and metal l ic  
noises were heard. Lights and noises were fired on with unknown results. 
Tact ical  air strike runs during the  period resul ted in four secondary ex- 

An exchange of f i r e  resu l ted  i n  one enemy kil led.  

plosions. 

Several enemy encroachments toward f r iendly  posit ions and increasing enemy 
pressure was noted during the  period. @.rlmBin the  area q - ; ? i i  

"I-..:_ 

an%h.tm&?defea~ un2ur-r..*"r%.t." On 
ne airfield. A review 

.5 rocket launchers, l ight-anti tank weapon, 
and tank posit ions has been conducted t o  ensure complete coverage of all 
l ikew tank approaches. 

! Latest information received on the  Marine C - U O  crash which was reported 
yesterday reveals t h a t  the a i r c r a f t  is believed t o  have received 50-caliber 
machine gun fire on i ts  approach. 
caught on f i re  and burned upon landing resulting in two k i l l e d  and four 
wounded i n  c r i t i c a l  condition and three  missing. 
missing. 
types of mortax/arti l lery was f i red i n  response t o  eneny e f fo r t s  in the area. 

The a i r c r a f t  was loaded with POL which 

Search continues f o r  the  
Daring the  period a t o t a l  of 2,985 rounds of various cal iber  and 

re 

two bridges damaged, and 1-93 mi l i ta ry  s t ruc tures  destroyed. 

mere were 

during the  period delivering a 

following the C-130 crash of 
yesterday, and received a t o t a l o f  53 short  tons of supplied. The resupplies 

DECLASSIFIED 
E.Q. 12958, SCc. 3.6 ' 

NL.J 9b-35 
B~ a7 , N A R . A D s l t e w  
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Sunday, February 11, 1968 

Following is the text of a. Gm.ijii4lf~~~'!'*!l'~ 

This is the seventh report on the<~Sap"area. and coveres a period of 24-
hours ending a.t midnight last night.,' . . 

tm-ing the reporting period the Khe Sanh combat base and the surrounding 
area continued to receive ~q.~d,~~IWiiM,fj&l!.«t§tem!.lj!~ 
~JZ~}~~~t~~~~~ Between 7:17 February 10 and noon February 10 
units had. brief exchanges of small arms fire and grensdes on the western 
end of the perimeter and western outposts resulting in three enemy killed. 
At 7:15 February 10 a trip flare exposed 14 enemy Just west of Khe Sanb 
near the wire. An exchange of fire resulted in one enemy killed. At noon 
February 10 lights were spotted moving between Hills 861 and 8816, and metallic 
noises were heard. Lights and noises were fired on with unknown results. 
Tactical air strike runs during the period resulted in four secondary ex-

, p10sions. 

Several enew;), encroachments toward friendly positions and increasing enemy 
pressure was noted during the period. ~.r'i:ffi'l'" in the area ~_~11it.'~ 

~}~~~5~~lJ~\~:!!:~~~~B~~~~~~~~!l~~rP.'~~ re~ew' . 
of all l06mm reCOilless rifle, 3.5 rocket launchers, light-antitank weapon, 
and tank positions has 'been conducted to ensure com:Plete coverage of all 
likely'tank approaches. 

Latest information received on the Marine C-130 crash which was reported 
yesterday reveals that the aircraft is believed to have received 50-caliber 
machine gun fire on its approach. The aircra:ft was loaded with l'OL Which 
caught on fire and burned upon landing resulting in two killed and four 
wounded in critical condition and three missing. Search continues for the 
missing. tm-ing the period a total of' 2,985 rounds of various caliber and 
types of mortar/artillery was fired in response to enemy efforts in the area. 

~~aD;aH',mut_;~.m!!MJi'~'tJd?rJ&Iiit!ii\il!li:t.i®L"'t1ii!?D 
~,;2§J:§oi$l1l~ Aside from the tactical strikes mentioned, there were 
five iaaitionalseconda.ry explosions, 14 seconda.ry fires, 42 enemy killed, 
two bridges damaged, and 193 military structures destroyed. 

~*"f1lfue'!mli¥I££'i~llm!f,!ljdM.:mf"§¥.\!!!$~ There were 
no sightings of enemy vehicles., . . 

~!!!!1N''i!iil.~!l@@:i'i~ following the C-130 crash of' 
yesterday, and received a total of 53 short tons of supplied. The resupplies 

DECLASSIFIED 
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represented four of the  five chsse 
weather continues t o  e f f ec t  air resupply i n  the northern highlands; however, 
early sorties.were able t o  land on February ll, without t he  aid of the ground 
control  f a c i l i t y .  
February 10 are being scheduled f o r  air delivery or air drop on February 11. 

The Khe Sanh dump or ammo supply point. s ta tus  r e  
on hand on February 11 is as follows: 

class I, rations, excepted. Unfavorable 

Requisitions received from Khe Sanh on t h e  night of 

Class I: 

hand; Class V: sDfi3B& .. i- 
17 days on hand; 9 h y 9 4  days 
, 10 days on hand and 1551~1, 

25 days on hand. lo5 mm, 5 days on hand; 155mm, 
5 days on hand; 40mm, 5 days on hand and hand grenades, 10 days on hand. 
The ammo supply point s t a tus  of anti-tank ordnance, not including basic loads 
on posit ion i s  as follows: 
M19 mines, 100 mines and 106m head, 316 rounds. 
COFRAM. 

No COFRAM type ordnance was used during the period. 

For the  next 24-hour period Marine t a c t i c a l  air plans 44 sorties i n  support 
of Khe Sanh, while t he  A i r  Force has 76 scheduled and the  Navy has 100, fo r  
a t o t a l  of 220 sor t ies .  
runs, and the  Air Force w i l l  have 120 a l e r t  so r t i e s  on ca l l .  
s t r i k e s  (33 so r t i e s )  a r e  scheduled i n  support of the  Khe Sanh a re .  

The weather f o r  the  afternoon of February 10 was marginal and deteriorated t o  
poor a f t e r  noon EST with zero v i s i b i l i t y  i n  fog by 3:OO PM EST, February 10. 
Weather conditions continued t o  be poor through the  morning of February ll. 
The forecast  f o r  the afternoon of February 11 is f o r  marginal weather Zondition; 
By 8:OO AM EST fog and low clouds w i l l  cause poor weather which w i l l  last  un t i l  
1O:OO AM EST on the  12th of February. 
with cloud cei l ings increasing t o  1,200 feet by dd -n igh t  February 11. 

Class V (firecracker).  

9Omm head, 478 rounds; 66mm rocket, 190 rounds; 
NOTE: Firecracker ammo i s  

The Marines will have 16 a i r c r a f t  on call  f o r  addition2 
Five . k c  Light 

Conditions should improve t o  marginal 

Lao personnel evacuated from Khe Sanh and now located a t  DaNang f o r  on- 
shipment t o  Laos, t o t a l  114. 
U, including the BV-33 ba t t a l ion  commander. 
t ransport  the  Lao personnel t o  ult imate destination 5y Lao a i r c r a f t .  

Four persons remain t o  be evacuated on February 
Arrangements are underway t o  

. . . . ~  . .  
.... "..~-_> 

.~ ~. . _. . . .. ... . . . . -. . . .. ... .. .. . . ~  . . . 
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represented four of the five classes, class I, rations, excepted. Unfavorable 
weather continues to effect air resupply in the northern highlands; however, 
early sorties were able to land on February 11, without the aid of the ground 
control facility. Requisitions received from Khe Sanh on the night of 
February 10 are being scheduled for air delivery or air drop on February 11. 

The Khe Sanh dump or ammo supply point, status reported as number of days 
on hand on February 11 is as follows: Class I: 4i:?Y~~:::1rni~~'1'f!t; 
Class III: ~Yf!;mp:~~ ~?';~~1)~!;1tIjl~ jet fuel, 4 days on hand; motor 
fuel, 6 days on hand and diesel fuel,b days on hand; Class V: .f:!Ei)ID.i~t1:l?b­
.';,~·q.ti~"-;'~J.;!!~~m:;,oxtm@ Slmm, 17 days on hand; 9~, 9li days 
on nana;~.2 inch shells, 3b days on hand; 105mm, 10 days on hand and 155mm, 
25 days on hand. Class V (firecracker). 105 mm, 5 days on hand; 155mm, 
5 days on handj 40mm, 5 days on hand and hand grenades, 10 days on hand. 
The ammo supply point status of anti-tank ordnance, not including basic loads 
on position is as follows: 90mm head, 478 rounds; 66mm rocket, 190 rounds; 
Ml9 mines, 100 mines and 106mm head, 316 rounds. NOTE: Firecracker ammo is 
COFRAM. 

No COFRAM type ordnance was used during the period. 

For the next 24-hour period Marine tactical air plans 44 sorties in support 'I 

of Khe Sanh, while the Air Force has 76 scheduled and the Navy has 100, for 
a total of 220 sorties. The Marines ,,111 have 16 aircraft on call for additional 
runs, and the Air Force will have l20 alert sorties on call. Five ,Arc Light 
strikes (33 sorties) are scheduled in support of the Khe Sanh area. 

The weather for the afternoon of February 10 was marginal and deteriorated to 
poor after noon EST with zero visibility in fog by 3:00 PM EST, February 10. 
Weather conditions continued to be poor through the morning of February 11. 
The forecast for the afternoon of February 11 is for marginal "eather ~onditions 
By 8:00 AM EST fog and low cloudS "ill cause poor weather which will last until 
10:00 AM EST on the l2th of February. Conditions should improve to marginal 
with cloud ceilings increasing to 1,200 feet by mid-night February 11 • 

.. ~.~ ~.' ~-: .". ~ 

Lao personnel evacuated from Khe Sanh and now located at DaNang for on­
shipment to Laos, total 114. Four persons remain to be evacuated on February 
11, including the BV-33 battalion commander. Arrangements are underway to 
transport the Lao personnel to ultimate destination by Lao aircraft. 

. ... -, ..... ~,---~--,~ ._ ... -_.---' 
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WASHINGTON 

Monday, February 12, 1968 
8:30 a. m. 

'- Mr. President: 

Herewith Westy's daily report on 
Khe Sanh • 

We will send up shortly a table on 
the supply situation. 
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Monday, February 12, 1968, 8:20 AM 

. TEXT OF CABLE FROM GENERAL WESTMORELAND 

This is the eighth report on the Khe Sanh a rea  and covers the 
24-hour period of February 11, 1968. 

. . .  .. . . 

. .  . !  . ?  

. #  
. ,  . .  , 

. .  ! 

During the period the Khe Sanh Combat Base and the surrounding 
area continued to receive heavy enemy shelling by mortars,  rockets, and 
ar t i l lery.  By 1:OO AM the shelling had subsided to sporadic incoming and 
terminated at 3:OO AM. Early Sunday morning a 122MM rocket impacted 
15 feet away from a Air Force C-130 in the process of off-loading troops, 
resulting in  one killed and four wounded and evacuated. The aircraft  was 
damanged, but repairs  a r e  underway and hopefully it  can be flown out today. 

.. 1 

i 
~ 

A helicopter conducting medical evacuation on Hill 861 received 
small arms fire resulting in one wounded and evacuated. *q 

1 
..~ , 

i , .  i 

Two Navy aircraft  dropped eight tanks of tear gas on a village 
eight kilometers southwest of Khe Sanh and followed with air strikes. 
movement was  observed from the village. 

No , 

For the period there were four Marines killed and eight wounded, 
including those mentioned above. 
of mortar  and arti l lery were fired by friendly forces. 
the period totalled 258, Marine Tactical Air flew 75 sorties, and reported 
one road cut, four secondary fires, and one tank destroyed. 
and Navy Tactical flew 88 and 95 sorties respectively, reporting six road cuts, 
four military structures destroyed, one secondary explosion, eight secondary 
fires, and one bridge damaged. 
flown in the Niagara area. 

Two thousand two hundred and five rounds 
Tactical air sorties for 

The Air Force 

Five ARC LIGHT strikes (33 sorties) were 

I 
! 

. I (  
Aerial resupply of Khe Sanh increased to 83 short  tons on February 11. 

'! . Ammunition and engineer bunkering material accounted for 40 and 25 short 
tons respectively. 
with one short  ton of medical supplies. 
delivery to the Khe'Sanh Airfield and air drops from C-130 Aircraft began at 11:OO 
hours. 

Seventeen short tons of replacement were delivered along 
C-123 Aircraft a r e  providing air landed 

No .COFRAM Type Ordnance w a s  used during the period. 
.. . 
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Monday, February 12, 1968, 8:20 AM 

TEXT OF CABLE FROM GENERAL WESTMORELAND 

This is the eighth report on the Khe Sanh area and covers the 
24-hour period of February 11, 1968. 

During the period the Khe Sanh Combat Base and the surrounding 
area continued to receive heavy enemy shelling by mortars, rockets, and 
artillery. By 1:00 AM the shelling had subsided to sporadic incoming and 
terminated at 3:00 AM. Early Sunday morning a 122M},! rocket impacted 
15 feet away from a Air Force C-130 in the process of off-loading troops, 
resulting in one killed and four wounded and evacuated. The aircraft was 
damanged, but repairs are underway and hopefully it can be flown out today . 

A helicopter conducting medical evacuation on Hill 861 received 
. small arms fire resulting in one wounded and evacuated. 

Two Navy aircraft dropped eight tanks of tear gas on a village 
eight kilometers southwest of Khe Sanh and followed with air strikes. No 
movement was observed from the village. 

For the period there were four Marines killed and eight wounded, 
including those mentioned above. Two thousand two hundred and five rounds 
of mortar and artillery were fired by friendly forces. Tactical air sorties for 
the period totalled 258, Marine Tactical Air flew 75 sorties, and reported 
one road cut, four secondary fires, and one tank destroyed. The Air Force 
and Navy Tactical flew 88 and 95 sorties respectively, reporting six road cuts, 
four military structures destroyed, one secondary explosion, eight secondary 
fires, and one bridge damaged. Five ARC LIGHT strikes (33 sorties) were 
flown in the Niagara area. 

Aerial resupply of Khe Sanh increased to 83 short tons on February 11. 
Ammunition and engineer bunkering material accounted for 40 and 25 short 
tons respectively. Seventeen short tons of replacement were delivered along 
with one short ton of medical supplies. C-123 Aircraft are providing air landed 
delivery to the Khe Sanh Airfield and air drops from C-130 Aircraft began at 11:00 
hours. 

No .COFRAM Type Ordnance was used during the period. 

Authority 

By Aj 
---"',- ."""---_ .... 
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For the next 24 hours Marine Air Plans 44 Tactical Air Sorties, 

i 

. .  

the Air Force wi l l  run 74, while the Navy plan 100, for a total of 218 
tactical air sorties in support of the Khe Sanh area. I have just  instructed 

' Momyer to increase the above with emphasis in the B-52 ring. 

The Marines wil l  have 16 aircraft  on call. The Air Force wil l  
have 120 sorties on call. 
run in the Niagara area. 

There wil l  be five ARC LIGHT strikes (36 sorties) 

There is no change in enemy unit identification in the zrea. 

The weather was poor on the afternoon of February 11. Cloud 
ceilings were 500 to 700 feet and visibilities were 3 to 5 miles in fog. 
6 : O O  PM the fog increased and visibility w a s  reduced to 1/16 of a mile. 
weather remained poor all night and through the morning hours. 
is forecast  to remain pQor until about mid-morning on February 13. 
t h i s  period cloud ceilings wi l l  remain 600 feet o r  lower and visibilities wil l  
be near  zero at night. 

By 
The 

During 
The weather 

Late on the morning of the 13th weather should improve 
to marginal. 
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For the next 24 hours Marine Air Plans 44 Tactical Air Sorties, 
the Air Force will run 74, while the Navy plan 100,for a total of 218 
tactical air sorties in support of the Khe Sanh area. I have just ins.tructed 

., Momyer to increase the above with emphasis in the B-:-52 ring. 

The Marines will have 16 aircraft on call. The Air Force will 
have 120 sorties on call. There will be five ARC LIGHT strikes (36 sorties) 
run in the Niagara area. 

There is no change in enemy unit identification in the area. 

The weather was poor on the afternoon of February 11. Cloud 
ceilings were 500 to 700 feet and visibilities were 3 to 5. miles in fog. By 
6:00 PM the fog increased and visibility was reduced to 1/16 of a mile. The 
weather remained poor all night and through the morning hours. The weather 
is forecast to remain poor until about mid-morning on February 13. During 
this period cloud ceilings will remain 600 feet or lower and visibilities will 
be near zero at night. Late on the morning of the 13th weather should improve 
to mar gina!. 
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THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

INFORMATION 

Mr. President: 

Tuesday, Feb. 13, 1968 
9:45 a. m. 

Herewith Westy's Khe Sanh daily, plus the 
supply table. 

You will note he plans to move to a daily 
air drop of 140 tons • 

iii! !!!ftB'J? attachment 
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''.:', . '1-2' "EB 1966 . te~r.lr~t, gWIDH ~g ...... : ' ..... . 'l-{jf// ... ... Rf.C£H'f:'fJ I 
ZOZClt-.IK~45'l(JO.4~"l9 • • '," ll;,lr ~~'P' tvitUy.ra u" .', ~/ . OIASO 

. (10, \' S~K QIi • , . " ~ '~ , ' rit . . 
or. "S!lK OD ~; r~ 11411 115, '... . 11. 3 ....... . l. Z, 3.Ii, f PIl b-b--..... •.. I . o· 1 ~114J~'l :CYH zpr .. , '. , \.. ", (til til) 
PM c.t'.I'Ir.Il AL VIf.ST\H1(V'::LA~O OO\"USI.~ACV SA t Co.'l . , • . -. . ".~~;' ._,-
TO, G~II.'e:RAI.. ~1'1z:r;:L£::/{ OJDS' iVA SH INc'r ON I • I'.WO IID"AlfllIl. SHJI~P CI~(lfWJ HA,VAI I"': 

.• It\1 a II SSAOOR Lltf.IJl(e:R SA I (;o:-l" , , z"t!.. ·· .. 1 ' ' ' 
~~ -. . ',. ,-, f , ..s 6 e ,PI t i V. M: ~2:-J!):? e. V;:: S O;I)t,)' '. , , 

" . 
. , 

. TY I SIS Tm: N,I NT~i REP(lRT ON rHr. I<HE sAr\lIi AR~A liND COVERS 
THE PERIOD 121.2\'1\1,1-1 TO ",2ll2lY re:sl\UMH 1960." ". .'" ' 

PUHI"lC Tli~ n~r'OHT HW Pf,:IU (\"J 'rH! 1<1i?: SA'~H OO'~3I1raAse: .', 
(HNT I~Ut,O TO nr;oi': I vr: .1 NCOV.r 1\\<: EN(~\I Y Atr!' II .. LI!R Y t I\OClKe.'f'S, II"iO '. " 
11.0 f\TNIS. II TorM. OF' G, ROUNDS IW'AOTEO lIT I<H~ SAbJH OF' WHICH ' 
" WERE: MOIU'AM "'~() F I \1£ EACH I'l!me: ART I I.I_EI\ Y IIN~ f\OOl<c:r ROU~D.S;. 

, SIX MIIRI~e:S \'IER!! >VOlJNOEO AS II I'~SUl.r. EI.SE·NI·IE:A~ ·ALO:-.,JQ THE o~z ' • 
MOOS:RIIU: CO'J(I~N)'I'IAT I Cl~S FE:I.L u~o~ MhR INr.: €I.I!\IiINrs. ""O"AFl'E'ANOO.~ 
aAR~AGES ono:"F-'eo 2JJ MORiAH RCIUNOS ON aA\Il~ O/IRMI.t., 1.9 liT '... 

. , , i . ' .' . . . " " 
'\:; ,; DEctASSIF¢D' ,"', .• 

~ • • ~u~ E:b. i1652 SEC. 5(Al' isnd (D) 
• , • 0" .... ) 

B3:',,;,,A;1i'62, l ~~S',Date.' -. ' 
IT." " 
'. . •. ' ~l . , 
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f • ' , 

OA LUI ANO Ell~Hr ROUNDS AT OO~I TliII!N. l'IHIt.e: CON' TIiIEN ANO 
: 
I 

OA'l,U HAD NO CIISUA\.'f\:S, 'nIP. INClO..,IING f,T (:A'I~ dARROI-\.· . 
R£SULTlto I~ I~JUI\Ie:S TO " \4A~IN;:S (NIIIJI! WC:RE! MeO-EVACUATED). 
FAR'O-il!~ IIJORTH, F:L.e:M~~~TS OF TH:: !i0 \\AA.I~IES IN TH:: VICINITY, OF' CIA' 
1.INI'I'Rt.::O&:lvto,~ ROI)NOS Or', ),qx;.;o CALle~R 1I,000TAI\', OAUSING \.lfhIO~ . 
INJUA/€S TO F"CUR MAHIN!;:S, CIA t.ltJH ITSltt.F MCF.I'vr::019 ROU~DS Or 

M 'XEO V.OR1'Af\ liND FlOCI~rrs i'V I TI-I NEG A"I v:: CASUhL'I'I'£.:S. F'I NIII.l. Y, 
t.l~h~' IN O?ERATION S"l.IN~ AE:C£IVEO FOUR R,OUNi:l:S OF U:-.JI(~Ol'lN 
C:AI.18EA Anrl\.l.EfW. DA:AA(~~ R£::sqISING FMi! nit OA.YS SH~t.I.IN(',! WhS 

.MIr-;I\oIAL, fI.\I(') C'ASUAt.1'It:S WERt: LICHi I'IITH NO FATAL.ITI~S flEOOf<O£O. '. 
IN ' r aT ilL, 2~ M Ail I Nt:: S I'IER~: I NJURtO t 1 J~ Or I'IHO,'o'. l\'!! QU I ;1,11:0 MEO-
E\" , . I. , 

• .• •• to • 

. CUAn O~\. OT:;CR THAN I ~O(r~1I NG ACT I V IT\' AT KIi! 'SA"lli fiNO 
eo flOEfWJG AREAS or- r~lt OM?, ·(lOT/VITY WAS L.IGJ-IT: 1~liH Net SIGNWIOANT 
G1\OU'liO crO~TACT REPORTEO. ," : ,', '. 

I/.A7lf:>1S TAOTIOI11. 111ft FLEW 6., SORTms' IN SUi'?O'i\T OF TH! Kat ' 
SA!-JH Afltll, Vil1'U 16 II I RCFlAF'T ON OAl..l.. millF F'l.r:~i ~8 ANO USN ' 
FLEW 5, SOBT I ~s. rOTAL :>.,5 S('IHT IES Fl.OWN. aDA Rr;PORiS 1S' 
SECl(NOAtW ItX?L.OSIONS, ,1 S~OO:\lOMW FIRE:S, 9 MIl. I 'rAIn' S1'FlUOTURES '. 
'OC:SiROy~O, 10 eNeMY K6A. 11 TRUl'JKS OE;SiflOYE!O,T,I'IO I)'W'" CUNS , , 
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Mr. President: 
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THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

INFORMATION 

Tuesday, Feb. 13, 1968 
11 :30 a. m. I f2 

. (?;-C?---' 
"~;/ 

Herewith Bus Wheeler's supplementary report 
from Westy. 

Westy's cheering up a bit. 

~~! Ii &L!;;aET attachments 

. DECLASSIFIED 
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THE JOINT. CHIEFS OF ST. AFF 
WASHINGTON, D. C. 20301 

CM-3007-68 
13 February 1968 

MEMORANDUM FOR THE PRESIDENT 

Subject: Telephone Conversation with General Westmoreland 

1. I conferredby telephone with General Westmoreland at 
0800 hours. In addition to the brief of operations attached 
hereto and his ninth report on the Khe Sanh area which has 
already been provided to you, he provided the following comments 
on the situation: 

a. A rallier from the 812th Regiment of the NVA 324B 
Division, currently located south of Quang Tri, stated that 
enemy propaganda to North Vietnamese troops emphasizes 
four points: (1) 80% of South Vietnam has been liberated by 
the enemy during the Tet offensive; (2) the war will end if 
every man and unit put forth maximum effort; (3) the 
ARVN is deserting to the enemy in large numbers; (4) the 
United States has no more troops to furnish to the South 
Vietnamese conflict. 

b. The situation is looking better to him in all areas. 
US Marines had a heavy contact during the day near Hue, 
and the 1st Cavalry Division had a heavy contact north of 
Hue. He does not have details of this action as yet. 

c. The Soviet model120 mm mortar was employed 
yesterday near Can Tho in the Delta for the first time. 

d. Da1at has been cleared of enemy forces. 

e. Enemy elements still hang on in the Citadel in Hue. 
The third of the three ARVN Marine Battalions which will 
replace the ARVN Airborne Battalions in this action will 
move into Hue tomorrow. The situation in the Hue area was 

._----_._-------'-----
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better today enabling air support to be employed; the 
forecast is that the weather will be better tomorrow 
also. 

f. In Saigon, small enemy groups continue to be 
encountered in Cholon, but there appears to be no 
organized resistance. There have been sporadic con­
tacts with enemy groups of 20 to 30 men to the north of 
Saigon. 

g. The C-130 which was damaged by enemy fire while 
delivering supplies in Khe Sanh has been repaired and 
flown out. This was a gallant, dangerous, and tough 
effort becaus\;l the repair crews had to work all night with 
lights shielded in order to avoid enemy fire. 

h. The Riverine Force moved by water to the vicinity 
of Can Tho yesterday afternoon (Saigon time). Its objective 
is an enemy force south of Can Tho. He ordered this 
deployment in order to demonstrate that US forces are 
helping the ARVN in the area because VC propaganda 
directed at the population has stated that US forces 
have joined with VC forces to destroy the ARVN and over­
throw the Saigon government. 

i. He is employing additional barrier sensors and 
gravel in the Khe Sanh area. Preliminary information 
indicates that this effort is being helpful. 

2. General Bruce Clarke and Mr. Frank Mayborn of Temple, 
Texas, met with General Westmoreland yesterday. Both seemed to 
be itnpressed by what they had seen. 

3. He regrets that I cannot come to Saigon and visit with him 
now; he hopes that I can come later when things have quieted down 
so that he can discuss the over-all situation with me. 

4. General Westmoreland raised with me rather diffidently the 
quantity and the detail of reports being requested of him from 
Washington. Back channel traffic has been extremely heavy and 
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duplicative requests for information are frequent. A recent request 
for much detail to be on the wires from his headquarters at 0400 
hours in the morning is requiring him to change his reporting cycle 
in order to honor the request. He expressed the hope that, except 
for the daily telephone conversations with me, requests for 
information can be handled through the NMCC in order to preclude 
duplication and reduce volume. Note: The NMCC has constantly 
opened and manned at both ends a voice circuit to the MACV Combat 
Operations Center as well as a teletype service. 

3 

EARLE G. WHEELER 
Chairman 

- ..... 

._----_._------_. __ .-_._---
GOPY!.BJ UBAARY 



I 

,', ' 
'. " 

- .-' 
',' '.' '-. ' ," , 

,.,' 
'~~' " 

, .. ,' .' 

, . , 

• 

, 

", 

,J . 

, :. 

,C,'" 

6 ::: 

\~\ 

, '/.; 

!: 

~ . ~ .- .. 

, , 

.. ',. 

/,1 
, , 

" .. 

,- .'. ' 

INFOB~(ATION 

, TI-IE WI-I'TE HOUSE 
W"SHINGTON 

". " 

Wednesday, February 14,1968 

10:05 a. roo 

Mr. President: 

Herewith !\:he Sanh daily. 
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Wednesday. February 14. 1968. 9:30 AM 

TEXT OF CABLE FROM GENERAL WESTMORELAND 

This is the tenth report on the Khe Sanh - DMZ area and covers 
the 24-hour period of February 13, 1968. 

During the reporting period Khe Sanh Combat Base and surrounding 
areas received over 200 rounds of mixed mortars. artillery and rocket 
fire. Neighboring elements at Camp Carroll received 10 rounds of mortar 
fire while Marines in the vicinity of A-3 (5 kilometers northeast of Con Thien) 
received three consecutive afternoon barrages of 30 rounds of enemy mortar 
and 70 rounds of artillery. Seven mortar rounds impacted within the perimeter 
at Con Thien. Concluding the day's bombardment. shortly after noon, elements 
at Gio Linh received nine rounds of artillery • 

Att~~..$1.L~).g~!!~l:t1~.o::<i',~~?·th~S9~!!!n~T~1~."'§ID£~Jn'e 
Hl~_~RneaJm9;.~J.]~.,.rines::J:V~~!M'lj,.-6;o:L~q::lfr~~~il~:m!!1ti~al::evacuati'on. 

In Operation Scotland in the Khe Sanh area. a 37th ARVN Ranger 
Battalion Patrol encountered a small enemy force at mid-afternoon, 'kiiie-;r 

/S!£~;~!:j.()1.Pf~Yi~·QiK~ec'tJg:fny •• 'a;n.d~ca:~g~~<i;.fI.!t~.t~*;,%'~S!?J.J~~ff§~"E1:;: .. ~ 

Elsewhere in northern 1 Corps. at 7:45 AM ~,M.~UllWi;ilit::aDi1iUs1i~d 
~:m~9n,q.-:TI§,~-~",_s§'~t:J'1l:~_;-_o.L!,l~0~~~.,g~:;M!2:!>:_~\t.ct~~t.~g;J;J 
North Vietnamese Axmy bodies' andldetain,e,!L;t.~.sum,Bg:>Y'Rmth.~g~Ee,~t. 
QI!\!...,.Marke:was,:k'iiled;:·:a.ndone •• Marfue.:was':W'9.iil\ded • 

• 
Other elements along the DMZ reported no significant contact for 

the period. Total casualties for the period in the Khe Sanh area were: 
friendly, killed 1. wounded 10; enemy. killed 2. Elsewhere along the DMZ 
one Marine was killed and three Marines were wounded; nine North Vietnamese 
Army were killed. 

~~t!~'f.t!.Sl1d.t:f1:t!!-.~!,«;Jffl~~i,in',S..m'"eoEt;·,!"f,tAe,;KB~aI!lt"~eif the 
Att:,~~fc~jl~,J.2~?,..t;l:cj;j.ca,~;~~l!".~~,i~'i'tBPB.tl~~ea •. the 
~~dl~~:~f>,~;i~J!,,~~~q!22a,'sqr~ Bomb Damage Assessment i,ncluded .,> .. e.c"fi'dll:l'IrPe"""'la .. +cn ..... IQn~1iP-""" .. ,...,."""-. 6 artillery positions were siliL.J3.--,.~, .. , __ ~...::-..z:::;,::.~_~~_ ~~I 

destroyed. 5 artillery positions damaged, there were 2 secondary fires. and 
250 meters of trench were destroyed. ARC LIGHT ran 4 strikes (30 sorties) 
in the Niagara area in support of Khe Sanh. 
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. ~~:s.arub\ilai"re.siippnea,w"i1l1~,.'!trd'r!:t~.EJ~W:~@'t\1g~. 
~JUl!ll.iJ:j,QiCam.:9'?"~~4,t"l:.2&;Jt~£!".U.9.i}.S;). There were 16 short tons of 
vehicles and 4 short tons of general supplies delivered. In addition, 
t'75~(Tili;.cem'''i''f''d'':We'f e~ai'.t'.'!li ;tEf;.>'Ulto':i~·~:;~§;-rliVA1~fiet<:t:S} ~' 'r"" ............ " ... ,:t'~~_.,.....-___ , .. ~~~"'60.0:: 
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Air operations on February 14 began at 9: 00 AM with air drops from 
C-130 air craft. S_Q,:f.~f..:..t9aayi7.io:mOp;JiJicirrYon~-::1l;'aY:.U¥,e'ji:"irI;;,:g:fj;;l?~<!d 
C-123 aircraft are enroute for air delivery to the airfield. Present 
~~.,tjQ.Q~.fP;raPl~::r0E'1irr.:.'l:·'E;"5·uppty:~o'PKrati6n:s~j 

For the next 24 hours Marine Tactical Air plans 44 sorties in 
support of Khe Sanh, the Air Force will have 150 sorties, and the Navy 100 
sorties, for a t'£!§.I.~r."~9:1;]i.p,t·Jier.p.I~~~.~1 There will be 16 additional 
Marine aircraft and l~O Air Force sorties on call for Khe Sanh. There will 
be i.p£:;§=.s-.z·;at.ti~e:~:J.Z1~:ii§.t'.ll§!i~ in the Niagara area. 

During the period the weather at Khe Sanh was characterized by low 
clouds 'and heavy night time and morning fog. Until 5:00 PM on February 13 
the ceiling was 500 feet and visibility 3 - 7 miles in fog. After 5:00 PM 
the ceiling was 100 feet and the visibility 1/4 mile in fog. Low ceilings and 
visibilities continued throughout the remainder of the night and early morning 
with an improving trend beginning after Z: 00 AM on the 14th. By 9: 00 AM the 
ceiling had improved to 2,000 foot overcast with the visibility to 7 miles. By 
noon the ceiling was 2,000 foot broken. 

The forecast is for partly cloudy skies and visibility 6 miles by early 
afternoon on the 14th. The sky will continue to be party cloudy throughout 
the afternoon and evening and continuing through noon on the 15th. The 
visibility will continue to be 6 miles throughout the period except lowering to 
5 miles in smoke and haze near sunrise on the 15th. 
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INFORMATION 

THE WHITE Hou 
WASHINGTON 

'&''']7 SEW? F'f' 

Wednesday, February 14, 1968 
11:25 a. m. fI /4; 

Mr. President: {lJ-" ./r 
Herewith Gen. Wheeler's report 

of his daily conversation with 
Gen. Westmoreland. 

As you will see, a number of 
offensive operations are under way. 
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THE JOINT CHIEFS OF STAFF 
WASHINGTON, D. C. 20301 

CM-3010-68 
14 February 1968 

MEMORANDUM FOR THE PRESIDENT 

Subject: Telephone Conversation with General Westmoreland 

1. I talked to General Westmoreland for some forty minutes 
beginning at 0800 hours this morning. In addition to his tenth 
report on the Khe Sanh area which you have already received, 
and the attachment to this memorandum setting forth combat 
operations throughout the country, General Westmoreland reported 
several interesting developments: 

a. He spent yesterday (last night Washington time) 
visiting the I Corps Tactical Zone. He met with General 
Lam, Commander I Corps; General Cushman, and other 
senior US and ARVN commanders. He also visited the 
ARVN 51st Infantry Regiment and the American 7th Marine 
Regiment. He says that the ARVN troops have their tails 
up; they are proud of themselves because of the way they 
defeated the ,enemy. 

b. General L!l-m had been marked for assassination 
at the outset of the attack on Danang when he was scheduled 
to visit a pagoda to pay his respects to his ancestors. Lam 
got wind of this, went to another pagoda to worship and 
arranged for a force to seize the assassination group. 

c. Lam states that the young VC captured (mostly 
NVA) have been propagandized that the South Vietnamese 
wouldn't fight and that there would be an uprising: also 
that there would be peace in six months under' a coalition 
government. As a matter of fact, there was no uprising 
and in certain instances some South Vietnamese civilians 
actually captured NVA soldiers and turned them over to the 
authorities. 
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d. The attack on Danang, according t'? General Lam, 
was poorly planned, hastily put together, and not too well 
executed. Regional Force and Popular Force units 
acquitted themselves well. 

e. The food situation in Danang is satisfactory. The 
local citizens have voluntarily donated 600,000 piasters to 
provide assistance to the homeless. 

2. In Hue, the remaining enemy is bottled up in three or four 
strong points; they are short of food. The weather is better today 
and flyable, and General Westmoreland has ordered General Cushman 
to use Napalm on these strong points in order to reduce them. The 
people in Hue have been generally cooperative with US and ARVN 
troops; they have voluntarily provided food and water to friendly 
forces. The radio station is operating and electricity is available 
throughout the town. There was no uprising in Hue. 

3. As to ARVN combat effectiveness, General Westmoreland 
reports that in the First ARVN Division, which is an excellent 
fighting outfit, the 1st Regiment has an average strength present 
of 420 per battalion; the 2d Regiment an average of 320 per 
battalion: the 3d Regiment (which was heavily engaged) has only 
about 200 effective per battalion. The Ranger Battalions in I Corps 
are in good shape as are the 2d ARVN Division and the 51st ARVN 
Regiment. The Vietnamese Joint General Staff is taking extra­
ordinary actions to provide replacements for under-strength units. 

4. The elements of the Americal Divis ion ,which attacked the 
Zd NVA Division south of Danang, is still finding additional dead 
enemy in the very extensive area over which they fought. West­
moreland still does not have an accurate estimate of the very heavy 
losses sustained in that area by the enemy. Parenthetically, he 
remarked that he saw 500 POWs being held in a compound at General 
Lam's I Corps Headquarters. Lam state,s that the people are 
indignant at the violation of Tet by the VC and the brutality they have 
displayed towards civilians and their homes. 

~OPY!.BJ UBRARY 
---·'--'---'----~-I------'·---"·-----



I , 

.' . . 

.; : 

-' 

i 
" 

.. , 
" 

. . .. . . .' - ---"--

r~"".0~:--;t"? 
~\ ",1 • : _, .'" ~ 
~)'-.. '.- ___ >11 

.. _. _ .. __ ._.,., . __ .. ,. '~""'~'_" ___ ..i.-_~_ 

. ' 

5. General Abrams has been at Headquarters MAC V Forward, 
located in the Hue!Phu Bai area, for a couple of days. The 
headquarters has been operational for several days, has a strong 
staff, and is prepared to control all military operations north of 
the Ai Van Pass. 

6. On his return to Saigon late yesterday, after consulting 
with Ambassador Bunker, heinformed President Thieu, in the 
presence of General Vien, of the additional US reinforcements 
being sent. Both were very happy to learn of this fact. President 
Thieu has agreed to replace General Vinh Loc, Commander II CTZ, 
this week. Westmoreland has urged, and Thieu has agreed, that 
General Thang should assume command of IV CTZ at an early date. 

7. Yesterday, near Quang Ngai, a refugee center was over­
run and burned. Casualties and destruction are unknown at this 
time. Moreover, there was a contact in this area with the NVA 
33rd Regiment resulting in 30 enemy KIA. General Westmoreland 
has instructed General Rosson, Commander II FFV, to seek out and 
destroy this already battered enemy unit. 

8. North of Saigon, an ARVN unit searching for the enemy 
made a rather heavy contact in which they killed 70 enemy while 
losing four of their own men. 

9. The Riverine Force, which, as I reported to you yesterday, 
had moved into the Can Tho area in the Delta, had a light contact 
with the enemy yesterday. However, they located and captured a 
cache of large quantities of ammunition to include rocket and mortar 
rounds. 

10. The weather opened up briefly in the Mu Gia Pass area and 
. a North Vietnamese POL convoy was seen in the open. General 

Momyer put 36 tactical air sorties on it. Results not yet known • 

. 11. The Army Engineer Battalion is working to open Highway I 
through the Ai Van Pass. General Westmoreland believes he can 
restore the railroad part way to the north and establish a rail head 
from which he can shuttle supplies by truck. 
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12. He is moving an Armored Cavalry Battalion from the 
. IT Corps area into the northern I CTZ in order to provide 
additional highway security as well as an anti-tank capability in 
the Con Thien/Gio Linh area where he anticipates the enemy 
may employ PT-76 light Soviet tanks. 

13. General Westmoreland discussed with Ambassador Bunker 
yesterday the establishment of a Tet Assistance Relief Fund (TARF) 
to be funded by donations from American troops in South Vietnam, 
to provide relief to those unfortunate South Vietnamese who were 
made homeless and destitute by the recent enemy attacks. General 
Westmoreland considers that this fund will not only create good will 
between the people and the US Military Forces, but will help to 
establish a good image of the American soldier - that is, that he is 
not a cold blooded killer but is compassionate to the unfortunate. 
Ambassador Bunker may well query State on this matter in order 
to receive guidance of a policy nature. 

rk$~ 
EARLE G. WHEELER 

Chairman 
Joint Chiefs of Staff 
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THE WHITE Hou, 
WASHINGTON 

Thursday, February 15, 1968 
9:20 a. m. 

'Mr. President: 

They really got some supplies 
into Khe Sanh yesterday -- 188 tons. 

I ' 
,~~ r tII;,JiA. Rostow 
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Thursday, February 15, 1968, 8:45 AM 

TEXT OF CABLE FROM GENERAL WESTMORELAND 

This is the eleventh report on the Khe Sanh -DMZ area and 
covers the 24-hour period of February 14, 1968. 

Significant activity yesterday in the First Corps continued to 
center in northern Quang Tri Province as renewed enemy shelling impacted 
at Khe Sanh COnlbat Base and outlying areas bo:~dering the DMZ. 

At Khe Sanh, elements of the 26th Marines received 65 rounds of 
nlortars and 13 rounds of rocket scattered throughout the day and night. 
Friendly casualties for the period amounted to three Marines killed, 10 
wounded (nine evacuated). The 2nd Battalion, 4th Marines in the vicinity of 
Camp Carroll counted 30 rounds of mortars during nlid-day shellings. 

. Friendly casualties were one killed, nine wounded (seven evacuated). 

, A noontinle barrage of 13 rounds of mortar at Con Thien inflicted no 
casualties or damage on the 2nd Battalion, 1st Marines. Twenty additional 
mortar rounds fell at 'Cl, seven kilometers south of Gio Linh, causing minor 
injuries to four ARVN soldiers. 

Marine aircraft flew 106 tactical air sorties in support of the Khe 
Sanh area, the Air Force flew 98 sorties and the Navy flew 39, for a total of 
243 tactical air sorties. Bomb Damage includ~,d 15 bunkers destroyed, six 
anti-aircraft positions destroyed, nUnlerous secondary fires, 10 secondary 
explosions, 14 killed by air, one rocket position destroyed. Twenty-one 
B-52's flew four ARC LIGHT strikes delivering 525 tons of ordnance in the 
Niagara area. 

Khe Sanh was resupplied witl-.;;1~$:1i:!W~m-~uring the period, with 
80 short tons being air dropped from Air Forc,~ C-130 aircraft. Nineteen 
C-123 and helicopters air1anded the additional 107.5 short tons. A total of 
141 short tons of ammunition and 31 short tons of engineering equipment were 
included. 
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For the next 24-hour period Marine Tactical Air plans 44 sorties 
in support of Khe Sanh, the Air Force plans 150, and the Navy 100, for a " 
total of 294 sorties. Sixteen Marine aircraft and 120 Air Force sorties will 
be on call. ARC LIGHT will run 15 strikes (45 sorties) in the Niagara area, 
commencing the Bugle Note Program of three-aircraft strikes with time 
over targets' each 11/2 hours. 

Weather at Khe Sanh throughout the period was favorable for most 
military operations. The visibility was greater than five miles except for 
a short period near midnight due to ground fog. During most of the 
afternoon the sky condition was 2500 foot broken. By early evening cloudiness 
decreas~d and remained scattered throughout the night. Valley stratus formed 
after sunrise 1500 to 2000 feet producing a broken ceiling which remained in 
the area throughout the morning. 

- -
Forecast for Khe Sanh during the next period is for generally good 

visibility in daytime. After sunset, fog and stratus will gradually form 
lowering the ceiling to from 200 - 500 feet and the visibility to one mile or 
less by sunrise. Shortly thereafter, the ceiling will gradually improve to 
100 broken and the visibility to five miles. 
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INFORMATION 
THE WHITEHOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

Thursday, February 15, 1968 
11:30 a. m. 

Mr. President: 

Herewith We sty's daily report via Bus 
Wheeler. Its tone and substance continue to be 
optimistic. 

Aside from the unresolved situation in Hue 
today, my major concern; arising from current 
reports, is the enemy is exploiting the loose 
situation in the countryside to take back some 
villages where we had established security, and 
is probably trying to recruit men to make up 
their losses. Aside from the I Corps battle, I 
suspect getting pacification back on its feet will 
gradually become a number one task. 
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-THE JOINT CHIEFS OF STAFF 
WASHINGTON, D. C. 20301 

MEMORANDUM FOR THE PRESIDENT 

CM-3016-68 

~ br~a.~y!~~~ 

Subject: Telephone Conversation with General Westmoreland 

1. In addition to General Westmoreland's eleventh report on 
the Khe Sanh/DMZ area, I have attached hereto a summary of the 
more significant actions in South Vietnam yesterday. At 0800 
this morning I talked with General Westmoreland on the telephone, 
and he made the following comments: 

a. Weather in the Khe Sanh area was generally good 
yesterday, permitting air operations, both tactical and 
logistic, to be accomplished. However, the weather was 
not good enough to permit him to distribute gravefin 
certain areas north of Khe Sanh as he would like to do. 

b. Our air had a good day yesterday. They destroyed 
a large ammunition cache southwest of Khe Sanh, struck a 
large storage area near Tchepone in Laos, with smoke 
rising 6, 000 feet in the air. The tactical air strike reported 
to you yesterday near Mu Gia Pass uncovered a North 
Vietnamese storage area which was also attacked during the 
period. 

c. The Vietnamese Ranger Battalion at Khe Sanh carried 
out an excellent small unit operation yesterday. They moved 

~'-

a platoon outside of the perimeter during darkness to a hilltop; 
as day broke, they sent out a small pa.tro1 which deliberately 
exposed itself. The North Vietnamese troops came out of their 
holes to attack the patrol, and the whole Ranger platoon attacked 
them, inflicting casualties, and captur.~d an 82 mm mortar. 
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d. At Hue,' the enemy is still dug into the south wall of 
the Citadel. General Westmoreland plans to use air strikes 
again today, employing high explosives, white phosphorous, 
and Napalm weapons. He now has three ARVN Marine Corps 
Battalions (which replaced the understr~mgth ARVN Airbo,rne 
Battalions in Hue). There are also seVEm companies of US 
Marines engaged in the operation. He anticipates that the 
enemy can hold out for about three morE> days. 

e. North of Saigon, armed helicoptElrs and tactical air 
caught a large force of the enemy in the open, inflicting about 
120 casualties on them. General Westmoreland thinks that the 
enemy's command and control system has broken down in the 
Saigon area. At any rate, the enemy seems to be confused and 
apparently has no orders or plans to withdraw. He considers 
this a satisfactory situation since it will permit him to destroy 
them element by element. 

f. As reported to you yesterday, the Riverine Force 
operating near Can Tho discovered and captured a very 

. sizeable enemy ammunition depot containing large quantities 
of grenades, 120 mzn mortar rounds, etc. ' 

2. General Westmoreland yesterday (last night Washington time) 
visited the 1st US Infantry Division, the 25th_ US Infantry Division and 
the 199th Infantry Brigade. These units have done and are doing 
extremely well. He stated that the 199th Brigade,located near Bien 
Hoa, has been commanded during the recent heavy fighting by a 
negro colonel named Davidson who did a splendid job in leading and 
commanding his forces. General Westmoreland believes that in the 
first two or three days of the fighting, this brigade killed over 1,100 
of the enemy. 

3. I discussed the Khe Sanh situation at some length with General 
Wes,tmoreland. I conveyed to him the message which you transmitted 
to me through Secretary McNamara. Genel~al Westmorel!,-nd told me 
that he understands and appreciates greatly your firm support. 
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Pertinent to this aspect of the war, he stated that all events support 
the belief that the pounding from the air and from our artillery is 
having a good effect from our point of view on enemy capabilities 
in the area; i. e., his supply and command system is being constantly 
disrupted, and casualties are being inflicted on enemy troop3 in the 
Khe Sanh area. 

4. General Westmoreland reported that except for the foregoing, 
the situation was quiet elsewhere. 
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EARLE G. WHEELER 
Chairman 

Joint Chiefs of Staff 
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THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

. ~' .. " 

INFORMATION 

Friday, February 16, 1968 
9 :15 a. m. 

MR. PRESIDENT: 

In DMZ: 

__ scattered shelling; 

__ an incredible number of secondary 
eXplosions (p. Z); 

__ 119 tons delivered. 

We have a firm report that one enemy unit 
around Khe Sanh has 193 combat-ready men from 
an original Z89. How they lost 96 is not indicated. 

tJi~Rostow 
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SEeRE'!' -
Friday, February 16, 1968, 8:40 am 

TEXT OF CABLE FROM GENERAL WESTMORELAND 

This is the twelfth report on the Khe Sanh - DMZ area and covers the 24-hour period of February IS, 1968, 

~errc~slt-ellinrrcbntInifed'tlirOir liOi.it~mticli:"Ofo't.-er·~·F'rst·Cbr ~ __ ~ .. Y ... ...... _. '" ... . g...... .... ........ ~ .. r ... ~ :n l .' PI> .f ¥o;lsterday;~~,~.~.§_imj;LCorribat Bas i:l' an:cl"neighJ~b:ting ari!a~i,nproxitnity to.~ ~~_;:P-M,?; •. :r~£~j,YJ~..9.;J!!cat.tej:',eg.J~C;J?_IAillg •• ~o.~~eh".<gtilleJ;Y~<1nd·mort.al'·rounds, Latest information received indicates that the enemy fired 14 rocket rounds and no rounds of mixed caliber mortar at the Khe Sanh Combat Base, resulting in two Marines killed, 28 wounded (16 evacuated). While Khe Sanh bore the heaviest barrage, moderate concentrations fell upon other friendly locations, as Marine elements at Camp Carroll received five mid-afternoon mortar rounds and 9 rounds of 152 artillery. Fifty-tw,) additional mortar rounds impacted four kilometers southwest of Gio Linh, in the area occupied by the ' 3d Batt'alion, 3d Marines. The 1st Battalion, 3d Marines, in the vicinity of Quang Tri Airfield, received five mortar rounds and at noon, the 2d Battalion, 1st Marines, at Con Thien, received 30 rounds of mortar. 

In Operation Lancaster, elements of K Company, 3d Battalion, 9th Marines engaged an unknown size enemy force 12 kilometers northeast of Khe Sanh. Relief force of I Company, 3d Battalion, 9th Marines arrived to render support. Contact broke at 3:45 PM but resulted in la' . .Marine>S'>ki11ed._ 107 wounded.(37 evacuated). Enemy casualties are unknown at this time. 

In other action in northern Quang Tri Province, small unit contacts in Operation Kentucky accounted for three North Vietnamese Army killed; two additional North Vietnamese Army were confirmed as a result of mortar mission on an enemy location. No significant contacts were reported in either the Napoleon or Saline Operations: 

Disposition of friendly forces and allied armament in the Khe Sanh area did not change during the period. 
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In all, there were 317 tactical air sorties flown in support of the 
Khe Sanh area and the adjacent Niagara area. Marine aircraft flew 111 
sorties in support of Khe Sanh delivered 282 tClnS of ordnance. Bomb 
Damage Assessment included five structures damaged, (3 - 50 caliber 
machine gun position destroyed, and two tanks -destroyed. The Air Force 
flew 166 sorties and the Navy flew 40, reporting the attack ontwo major 
supply are as. q?..!:L~~:eP'~X:3E~~,!>~)~~,t,;_q!l:1.d!!.ilil.Ji.;:;{lQ~th"Ql..:.Ts:.h~pone'ha.."Cia·; 

~e1:E.&~..:9"",~.;9E~.~!>c-,Y':'lJ;1:tgJ~S.2P~~.fC:>~~J~.Jtl¥~j,9F-~ . .£i ];~f~~. ~ec:.0nd . 
storage area hacl,Zi~~Et.i~.s'.'\'l~j;rtKe . Forward _Ail·'Control-reporting"over·lOOO~ 
f(tecoI.J.daryexplo~,S'~. B-52's flew 15 ARC LIGHT strikes (45 sorties) on 
Niagara targets. 

Khe Sanh was re supplied witl~_)'l:,(L!!.h£~:!,:.~<'>J}1!;..2.~¥ing the period. 
A total of 19 sorties (Air Force: five C-130 ai:r drops; 11 - C-123 airlanded) 
(Marines: one C-130; two CH-53 airlanded) delivered the material. 

For the next 24 hours the Marine Tactical Air Sorties in support 
of the Khe Sanh area will total 44. The Air Fc)rce plans 202, and the Navy 
plans 100. ARC LIGHT planning calls for 15 strikes (45 sorties) continuing 
the Bugle Note Series in the Niagara area. 

Regarding the weather for the period in the Khe Sanh area, the 
sky wa,s mostly cloudly with ceilings near 2000 feet during the daylight hours 
of February 15 but lowering to 1500 feet broken after sunset, and remaining 
so throughout the night. For the next 24-hour period, the morning visibility 
will be restricted to 1 - 3 miles with ground fog beginning about 6 AM, and 
will gradually improve to 7 miles by noon. The sky will be mostly cloudy with 
the lower ceiling near 1000 feet, but improving to 1000 feet scattered, 2500 . 
feet broken from 1 PM to 7 PM. 
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THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

INFORMATION I 

TOP SJe C:'::BT .. 
.zg iIC; , 

MR. PRESIDENT: 

Friday, Feb. ·16, 1968 
10 :30 a. m.-

Herewith Westy's morning telephone conversation. 

The most worrying thing at thE' moment (see 
pages 1 and 2 of the attached 9peratio2!,al 
i~telligence briefing) is the VC: exploitation 
of the withdrawal of our forces from the 
countryside. 

;:]G?I 6£ 3f i: T attachment 

... ~ 

-DECLASSIFIED . -- , -

Authority 0$,6) lo-Iff'-71"..417f"", 
UZ NARS Date~-/"-71 By_===, ' ' - - . 

-- ~ < 

, 

t c 
i , 

i,: , 

I 

I 
I 
-I 

I -------i 
, 

• 
-,- . 

(lOPV!.ElJ UBRARY 



. 

.. --

, . ., 
El1s1esl:!l1*8 eenta.:ias Ceele '}lera lo!:B:te1*iQ:t oL I 

THE JOINT CHIEFS OF STAFF 
WASHINGTON. D. C. 20301 

CM-30l9-68 
16 February 1968 _.---. ......... 

MEMORANDUM FOR THE PRESIDENT 

Subject: Telephone Conversation with Gene~al Westmoreland 

1. Attached hereto is a very brief biography of Colonel Davison, 
the negro Deputy Comm.ander of the 199th Brigade whose perform­
ance as Acting Comm.ander of the brigade was so highly praised by 
General Westmoreland yesterday. 

Z. In addition to General Westmoreland's twelfth report on 
the Khe Sanh/DMZ area, I have attached hereto an Operations I 
Intelligence brief which I believe you will find of interest. When 
I talked to General Westmoreland at 0800 hours this morning, he 
furnished additional information as follow!l: 

a. W!:atlli';UiL~n:gQQ.q:Jii;the;.gji!i:at:mr. permitting 
air support.to ground units attempting to eliminate the 
tenacious group of enemy ensconced in the south wall of the 
Citadel. The en~my has moved a considerable force, 
exact size still unknown, north of Hue in an apparent attempt 
to reinforce the enemy elements still in Hue. 

b. Battalions of the US 1st Cavalry Division are in contact 
with them, and General Abrams is m'l.neuvering to get more 
battalions deployed to defeat this force. Of interest is the 

fact tha t.2:.~;h~Ms.?J>J.ftr.!};,,:~~~~~a+n::;p.~Yi.~ 
caught one company of the reinforcing enemy in the open 
as they attempted to charge our forces across an open field. 

c. ~U'!1'?~~~~",=;t~~~!i.;~~~1;cf..~,tiJl;~:tbSlli) 
g;~~~a.li~c:t~s.s}&. As ment'ione to you earlier, our . 

attack air struck with much success <L POL convoy on 
Highway 15 near the Mu Gia Pass; additionally, strikes 
in the Tchepone area caused at least 1,000 secondary 
explosions. An ammunition depot in Laos southwest of Khe 
Sanh was struck heavily causing many secondary explosions; 

DECLASSIFIED 
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a Forward ~.~r C~':~~!l:,:..;,~.p,~.J..1;~t~~?o~;:~~~~~~.,. 
se,c ~~5!~!L~pnia.lo.ns.;.Cea8'e a;i·<I-i~.~.t!;~}<;tnarrf(flHj1r?'?llS' ' 
~wa rrnedi}1,~i1;~,~~~~itttiimp:~rrig':td cre'cove rbOxesio£.-;;c 
ammuniiion':·':Gen;;ral"'Mornv"'r;'i·S"eon"in~i\1'~M.:l56W<"":·"~ ~. , .- , -'.; •.. '-' ... t->; .......... :t.1". "' ............... .",: .. r .. ~_'~. ""'.t"f..t.:~~"~,J:';!~.iIO(i~;l:A,t::f<""'-.",,, - "~..:... __ ~.y.y..:,J!',Ho __ 

~e..~<11-tring the night, using radar control, tactical air, 

and, .a s I d.ic ta te ~hi.s .~,,!,~,o ~':.~~dum, ~: §;,§f.i.mt@i!l.,ff,'~..<!':tr;';7.p 
l!'1:fltm~~},s~1£rJ:%IDllar"depbti' , 

d. At Tay Ninh, the MACV compound and the province 
headquarters were attacked with mortar fire, and, 
apparently, enemy elements have infiltrated into the city 
of Tay Ninh. This force, which apparently came from 
Cambodia, is being dealt with by elements of the ARVN 
25th Division and the US 25th Division.. The strength of 
the enemy is at present unknown . 

g. Dak To is still threatened by em,my elements; 
however, General Westmoreland consIders that he has 
ample troops in the area. Moreover, he is scheduling 
B-52 strikes in ~e area over the next several days. 

3. General Abrams is in residence at MACV Forward in the 
Hue/Phu Bai area in order to control combat operations in the 
northern portion of I Corps. 

2 

EARLE G. WHEELER 
Chairman 

Joint Chiefs of Staff 
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THE WHITE HOUSE 
WASHINGTON 

.' .. 

INFORMATION 

SF apr?, 

Saturday, Feb. 17, 1968 
9:15 a.m. 

MR. PRESIDENT: 

Today's DMZ report shows (marked passages); 

__ light mortaring; 
__ 191 tons of resupply; 
__ Khe Sanh attack expected "within a week"; 
__ enemy 324B division heading for Quang Tri. 
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DECLASSIFIED 

Authority 

B:Y:d 'ff 
OSD letter JAN 3 1979 

,NARS, Date to -~S'-1~ 

Saturday, February 17, 1968 
----'------.. 

.TEXT OF CABLE FROM GENERAL WESTMORELAND (MAC 02269) 

This is report number thirteen on the Khe Sanh/DMZ area and 
covers the 24-hour period of February 16, 1968. 

During the reporting period tl;~~le\i-x~~~,~j;i~e.&:;~;.1~2!~Mt:.!f 
lLqu~p,~:;l.,?;i;l'-rQY~tl'!!~'W;~tn~ihterruptions caused by enemy shelling. While ground 

contacts were minimal, the Khe Sanh combat base and neighboring areas bordering 
the DMZ received a total of 222 rounds of mixed mortar, artillery and rocket 
rounds. 

Characteristic of enemy shelling. Marine elements at Khe Sanh combat 
base bore the heaviest concentration as:~2Fmortar rounds and seven rounds of 
rocket impacted in the area. C~:\j:Ii'l.ii:jl'S attributed to the shelling wereone.:lhlled;-1o----.. e~f&l~-.,.<"" ... ~" . _,.,y,.,.,,,,, .. ".,'\ ua·-"'_"'r· 

A mid- afternoon barrage brought ~ket rounds. 31 rounds of mortar 
and three artlllery rounds to friendly elements at Camp Carroll, resulting in five 
wounded (two evacuated).. The 2nd Battalion, 9th Marines at the rockpile counted 
two additional rounds of artillery in late evening. At Con Thien, the 2nd Battalion, 
1st Marines was the recipient of::ntf611nds of mixed caliber mortars. Eight addition 
rounds of mortar were received by friendly elements at C-3 causing major injuries 
to three Marines. 

Harassment moved northeasterly as a mid-day artillery barrage brought 
14 rounds to friendly elements 'positioned at Gio Linh. Fourteen additional mortar 
rounds were received near the Cua Viet, at positions occupied by the 1st AMTRAC 
Battalion. Casualties attributed to the day's incoming were light and damage was 
reported minimal. 

Significant contacts in northern Quang Tri centered in the DMZ with 
sightings of three reported enemy tanks 12 kilomElters north of Con Thien. Reaction 
was instantaneous as friendly tanks and artillery fired several missions earmarked 
for their locations. Results are unknown at this time. 

No COFRAM type ordnance was used during the period. There were 
nO changes in the dispositions of friendly forces and Allied armament. 

SEeREl --
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SECRET -2-

~;~~~,~t;dL~~;'::.~.h~.~,e,-~~,~YE;.f!t~l.ki~.5l.i\.t~~t:ttr;,;tw~:'9i-_yt!il~1!.1l:7 
a.r,-a.-:;m().EI~;~,V'i.4~}l-C~"I??J:£ts1:tp"-~p~:~ttflx:n...P.!~!!:~~-ij~~}l:_'\Yithi":~;Y"_fl~,~ •• pxtanaty 
~oVle;rich9V1e.Y~F,,,,~.s~-W,!g2!fPta~<Mxd:~1f.:t;;~l!s.~tb.~,e-li.Elt1iY:,.tij;.~~~l,l9:'W~Y.cl)cl.!.~fl;.::l" 
cJ!,~!..~pt,;his·,ttming-;>:::Ne.w<anstr:u<:J:ions40;th.e-xaUB.,Division.:appal'entl'1"'c6tntnitted 
i~.1;).~:li'{d~.u •• tuJ.1:,,-qll.;~~!l:g,.l'rh~_!t(tfueYi.are-moVihg;in'tliat'air-e'cffoii. :Illd2:0tli-
4.1}$Ws-.ffi,.J:l.e,Y!!t:;.1;>Ac~~<i_~<#~f;l;.Q~;~mB§~u.Qll;j;Q:_{i.ll,;the."vQi.d:,~r~a.te,d;;.by.l,thef 
te.par~};re;:0(:~h..!L3,k1,B~ Threat of major ground assault against Camp Carroll is 
apparently reduced. 

Tactical Air Support for the Khe Sanh totalledl'8'RS'oI'U-S.'it. Marine 
aircraft flew 80 sorties in support of the Khe Sanh area. Bomb damage included 
e~,!l .... ~:21i.L~J::.¥t..~J~111g1!11g,If ... ~_~1:l;'il,,::.$~&.ondar¥,:fj..,a;~, The Air Force flew 232 sorties 
and the Navy flew 76 (27 Navy sorties were diverted because of weather). Bomb 
Damage As s e s s ment incl)l§~§-..k~2&.'tS,~.1i,y;,e~p.l&.si&n~~igb,.t.;;A~<;9Jl,c:!<!,];z;:J.!f!!ftJ 
~4JO"",J:!l;-C?J;,tffi."d2g,:!.,i,,1i.qJJ,,!l_ .. damaged.:o:tThe secondary explosions and fires resulted 
from strikes put in against a supply area. The Forward Air Control reported 
yesterday that the enemy had made attempts to remove munitions and weapons from 
the area, however, there were still areas where supplies of weapons, munitions 
and rice remain. ARC LIGHT strikes for the period in the Niagara area totalled 
16 strikes (44 sorites). 

~kg;!Sj,t:tth~.air~PRl.t~,tth;;:lJ)l¥s~.Q.;r.t.tIms~Q1p,~~J;l_;.J!li!:rr:;J;fo. A total 
of 21 sorties were delivered, including seven air drops by C-130 aircraft. Seven 
Air Force C-123 aircraft landed at the airfield as did Marine helicopters. 

During the next 24-hour period, the Marine Air Wing will fly 44 tactical 
air sorties in support of the Khe Sanh area, with 16 additional aircraft on call to 
run sorties as the situation indicates. The Air Force plans to run 150 sorties, 
and the Navy schedules 100 sorties. Total tactical air effort will be 294 sorties. 
The ARC LIGHT effort will total 16 strikes (48 sorties) in the Niagara area .. 

The weather for the period resulted in fog and stratus on both days 
reduced the ceiling and visibility to zero during the morning hours. The visibility 
improved to seven miles by noon of the 16th but W;lS again lowered by fog after 
11:00 p. m •. Ceilings improved to 500-1000 feet during the afternoon and early 
evening hours. During the next 24-hour period, in the mornings of both days the 
visibility will be restricted to less than one mile by fog, but will increase to five 
mile's or more from 12: 00 Noon to 9: 00 p. m. Ceilings will be 1000 feet or less 
except from 1:00 p.m. to 5:00 p.m. 

5l!:Cltl!:"! -_ 

COPY!.B.I UBRARY -----,---"_._-- "-----------.,,--,------ ----,..,-----_._---



(I 
.. :-" 

. " 

.... 

.' /' .. 

'. 

:." 

i 
I 

-'1 

',. ,',.' 

\ 

··>······ .. ··.··~·I 
...... ./ 

. "-',; 
. -' ...... -.-~---. _._--_._: ... ".:.._- . -'+.:..--.-,:....-=~-.. --~--..:...-:---------.- .-. .:..--,-.-.-.. ---.-. .:....-,..:........~,--"--.. -:.-.....:..--.". ~ .. f •. ,. 

-.~. WOP SBGBET .. 

Mr. President: 

information 

THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

Saturday, 

Herewith Westy's report to Bus Wheeler. 

You will note that We sty now concludes that 
"the long-heradled second wave of enemy attack may 
start tonight; i. e., today Washington time. " 

You will note also (para 5) Westy's concern 
about the NEWSWEEK leak on Abrams' new head­
quarte r s. TI~X~:!~t?,.!fl!:!tr~A1.l,~:i1.t1Q~f:wnem;ei"~;w~ 
e,~o;l~":O.li1.lY,!!.:mil;"t'\!y,;:s;eJl:J!9!:AAiR.:~t.;l~~1t0n 
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INFORMATION 

THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

Monday. February 19. 1968 
10:10 a. m. 

Mr. President: 

In 1 Corps (attached): 

shelling and light ground 

contact; 

160 tons delivered by air 
drop despite continued bad weather. 
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Monday, February 19, 1968, 10:00 AM 

TEXT OF CABLE FROM GENERAL WESTMORELAND 

This report is number fifteen on the situation in the Khe Sanh 
area and covers the 24-hour period of February 18, 1968 . 

.A£.ti:Y.illr2in::the,,-northetriiEirat:~.cotpsIC1mtifl,"~~" tOc,f,9.s;.US;J)ri'2enetn'Y'''* 
!ft~g~ as 175 rounds of mixed mortar and artillery rounds were distributed 
among friendly elements bordering the DMZ. Forty rounds of mortar and 
35 rounds of artillery impacted at Khe Sanh Combat Base in positions occupied 
by the 26th Marines, which resulted in one Marine wounded. 

Marines positioned at Camp Carroll, received a mid-day barrage of 
42 rounds of mortar with two intermediate rounds of artillery. Friendly 
casualties were: one killed, nine wounded (four evacuated). 

Three small craters were caused at C-2 outside Con Thien, as three 
round~ of mortar were aimed at friendly elements. Marine elements at 
Con Thien and Gio Linh received 33 and 8 rounds respectively, none of which 
inflicted casualties nor caused significant damage. 

Ground contacts in northern Quang Tli were limited to two light 
skirmishes, both inflicting moderate enemy losses while causing only minor 
injuries to friendly elements. Five North Vi.~tnamese Army were killed at 
the hands of a 37th AR VN Ranger Patrol east of Khe Sanh, in an early morning 
contact which inflicted no friendly casualties. 

There were a total of 358 tactical air sorties flown in the Khe Sanh 
area during the period. Marine tactical air flew 78 sorties, reporting four 
secondary explosions and one secondary fire. The Air Force flew 215 sorties, 
and the Navy flew 65. The weather was workable only for combat sky spot 
strikes, with a few isolated attempts to put in visual strikes. Bomb Damage 
Assessment was correspondingly bad. There were 12 ARC LIGHT strikes 
(35 sorties) flown in the Niagara area. For the next period, 19 - 20 February, 
354 tactical air sorties will be flown in the Khe Sanh and surrounding areas. 
The Marines will fly 44, the Air Force 210, and the Navy 150. There will be 15 
ARC LIGHT strikes (45 sorties) flown in the Niagara area. 

Sl!ieRE'f 

Authority 

B~ .1'.g 

DECLASSIFIED 
OSO letter JAN 3 1979 

, NABS, Date '-,;).~-7 '7 

~OPY!.al UBRARY 
----------'---------,---------' ,---_._---------",-----_._--



,~ ~. ,&;"' 

"1 ' ,. 

.. '" 
.. (" " '\' 

...... 

'I' .... , 
: 

I , 

i 
J 
i , , 
i 

.J 
.. 'J 

I 
( 

'" 

\, . ' ," \. 

;'. ' • z. • 

.. ,.bl,~/;'J}.y.ppJy~fol'";t1.!.~~H;+:·~~~"pe.~~gll"~.!!!1~d:.J:Q'!~O~snoi=t' 
v~~m§.;.Q;bvhicA:I33:·.sho.rt~j;ons:,was"anunur,dtio .. .::r' " .. " ..... : : ' 

No COFRAM type ordnance was used during the period. 

Weather at Khe Sanh during the period was bad. Low clouds 
and dense fog reduced the ceiling and visibility to less than 500 feet and one 
mile throughout the period. Most of the time the ceiling and visibility were 
near zero. Little change is expected on 19 - 20 February. The sky will be 
obscured by low stratus clouds and fog. Ceilings and visibilities will be 
near zero except for a slight improvement to a ceiling of 400 feet and 
visibility of 1/2 mile from 2 PM to 6 PM on 20 February. 
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THE JOINT CHIEFS OF STAFF 
WASHINGTON, D, C, 20301 

CM-2980-68 
19 Feb 1968 
,.-

' ... 

MEMORANDUM FOR THE PRESIDENT 
'--..•. --.. :-......... . 

SUBJ: TELEPHONE CONVERSATION WITH GENERAL WESTMORELAND 

1. You will have received General Westmoreland's 15th 
report on the situation in the Khe Sanh/DMZ area. Attached 
hereto is an operations/intelligence summary of events of 
the past t1;O days. I have also attached a copy of the trip 
report of General Bruce C. Clarke, U.S. Army (Retired) giving 
his impressions during his recent trip to South Vietnam. 
General Clarke was accompanied by Mr. Frank W. Mayborn of 
Temple, Texas whom I am sure you know. 

2. Due to communications difficulties between Washington 
and Hawaii my telephone conversation with General Westmoreland 
was not possible until 0830 hours. He provided the following 
information: . 

a. Yesterday an OP-2E aircraft with a crew of 9 
was 'shot down in' the NUSCLE SHOALS area while laying sensors. 

b. The grqund control approach equipment was 
knocked out at Khe Sanh yesterday; there is a backup set 
available and it is being installed. 

c. Light contact continues with the enemy in the 
vicinity of Dalat. 

d. The stickiest situation at present is at 
Phan Thiet. The enemy force which penetrated the town, 
seiz~d the jail and the hospital, still. occupies about one­
third of the town. It continues to hold the hospital area 
and occupied bunkers outside of town. Despite the fact the 
force has lost 103 men killed, the going to clear the town 
is tough and proceeding slowly. 

e. There continue to be contacts with the enemy 
north of Saigon and south of Saigon. In a heavy contact 
south of Saigon Vietnamese Marine Corps units killed 144 
enemy'. 

f. North of Tay 
preparing rocket positions 
sUIting in 60 enemy KIA. 

Ninh City an enemy force apparently 
was discovered and attacked, re­
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g. Certain new units of the enemy have been 
identified near Song Be. These appear to be groups of 
replacement which have been formed into combat units to 
continue enemy pressure in the Song Be area. 

h. The enemy has been 'driven out of Vinh Long . 
There was some damage to the Cathedral in the town and 
58 enemy were killed. 

i. The Riverine force had a contact with the 
enemy south of Can Tho. Results are not yet known. 

3. 
activity 
positive 

He anticipates that there may 
in the Khe Sanh area tonight; 
information. 

be additional enemy 
however, this is not 

4. The additional battalion of the First Cavalry 
Division which I reported yesterday as moving to the Quang Tri 
area began closing into Quang Tri today. 

5. As a general observation, General Westmoreland stated 
that the enemy continues to hang in close to the cities. The 
enemy is apparently attempting to resupply his forces and bring 
up replacements and reinforcements. 

2 

EARLE G. WHEELER 
Chairman 

Joint Chiefs of Staff 

To;. Stth:.1 

'------------_._ .. _._-_._-.. _._-------- cnOPV !.BJ UBRARY 



( 

.{ 

., . . , 

. .,; 

.' 

. " .. 

'. ,," 

. ,; 

.... _-,-----_._--

, , 

j' " 

:. '.' 

i ' , 
,.' . 

': ", 

, _. 

, ' 

, , 

INFORMA TION 
THE WHITE Hou, 

WASHINGTON 
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Mr. President: ' 1\' 

, ' 

, ' 

The first two pages arE' 'Bus 
Wheeler's report of his morning 
conversation with Westmoreland. 
I have marked the key elements • 

Attached is a full length NMCC 
(National Military Command Center) 
report which you saw early this morning 
in summary form. 
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CM-303l-68 
20 FE!b 1968 

MEMORANDUM FOR THE PRESIDENT 

DECLASSIFIED 

Authority 9 es IP-~-??~ 
By ~, NARS, Date .s-/~-75 

SUBJECT: TELEPHONE CONVERSATION Wn~H GENERAL WESTMORELAND 

1. You have already received General Westmoreland's 16th 
report on the situation in theKhe Sanh/DHZ area. In addition, 
I am attaching hereto the Presidential operational/intelligence 
brief (you may have already seen this but I wish to make sure 
that it comes to your personal attention). Moreover, I am 
attaching a sheet setting forth two or three late items of 
interest. 

2. I talked to General Westmoreland at 0810 hours this 
morning. He made the following comment.s: 

a. After talking to General Vi en and analyzing in­
formation from intelligence reports, he has called a full alert 
tonight in the Saigon area, and he is particularly arranS';.ng 
to defend the Tan Son Nhut, airba~e. T.{l~r~:;::~!~;;:_a..7J:'~P.9~.j;:~ft.1"i.r}~ 

. ~E~ii.§.~§'",FJ-1);"~§\k~1?£!-lt,..,~,L$s.:!:.gC).J:l.,,;.w.~th.,,;fj;.e flh •• g,;[~rn~n ts .().f·.t:he-... r.t~ NVA 
~c;'l,..(l).!t~\;,.,..~j,¥A-§,;i,9_n s",-!g.9)[J.llSL.j.:i,l.l:!;\?,,<.th.E7~~~:;'§!.a..~~ It is al sci :-epo r ted 
that v~llagers are flee~ng to" get but of the way of the~r acv&nce. 
Among other precautionary measures, Gen.eral Westmoreland has . 
organized a provisional defense battalion from the ~1ACV Staff. 

b. A few rocket rounds were fired in the direction 
of Tan Son Nhut today; one fell on the runway; one landed in 
an open field, and one apparently went into the city. He now 
has complete aerial photographic reconn.aissance of the rocket 
site area and the photo interpreters have picked up several 
suspected rocket sites for attack by air. 

c. A new rocket round was found north of Saigon today; 
it is a 170 mm round in diameter and has a range of about 
9,000 meters. 

d. In general, t.he~~mt~~.~~~;i.~.a.""*s-J;£~~o 
~~ru.t~.Eas, p~£lj..ge,y,2.~ .. o.t..,\!l~i..t...l-Ld1;.aW.~. 

e. The Song Be situation has c1~£ed~~he enemy 
has been driven out of the town. .. . 

f. The city of Phan Thiet has been s;f,earea;;a~,the, 
~after a hard fight. 

. ©OPV!.BJ UBRARY 
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g. The enemy has been Q1~t:.ed·.~1\!)ut'""-O'f""Vj;n1i.""I;ong·r,.,.. 
but there seems to be a buildup commencing south of Can Tho 
by a new enemy battalion of picked-up troops. 

3. He conferred with General Vien ·today. Th~:l'lltter,,:i;,!?:.~ 
~,?!!C:::£,;:~~S!"",~QPJl-t;.,.th~"£atigue~act.QroxOn-",th.e.o,ARVN.~ ... ~",~av;!'l 

J?,~>(:.f}"t;LsJ:;bng,."con hnuou~ly -n()w,:.f?:-· ,ov:,:r:' two ".wee~s......lie.ma~'~ . 
oe~!l,.·t,;:Y,kP.g?t().push,·theARVN out ";Lntotne"country ;cbut ,.th;LfL,+~ 
di.~,t'~i9.~,~;L,j;:'(;;L,9cQ., .. $he.n"the:enemy.".con.tinues, .. ..tQd,tay""'in. .... icl.ose",.~(),,.;,,,,,, 
~,~"'£.qp.~:I,?:ted areas~ . 

4. Enemy KIA now stands at over 38,000. ",.~e)}~Fc;,:j. 
~~~t!1l9F'f+qn9..,recognizes·.that some. of them are·· undoubt~d:Ly ... 

'>I;(P'9J;',j;:.~rs and. other support ·elements •• · ". Heha_~_s:hargec1 .. J'l.s ... J-<r­
wi t!},;:;.1r.;yj.nS .. to,get .. a break outo,.of. theenerny. casualties so· 

""t);;:;1;::" .. l),e.will be able to estimate.tp.e ... effect.of .. enemy 10f1.,ses 
oP,.JlJ.scornbat elements. ',~ 

5. As a general observation, after visiting all of the 
Corps Areas and senior commanders, if:.:Gen~.:a:l<:!.i1~~J:.IIl~Elli~c;t'"~ 
hC!.s1.....;.,'\:Q:; :IDM.e.:::an :....es.timate ~nO\'l._as _ t.o .. "fur.:t:h e_J;'.:.:J:.rQQp.:·.r..~;i.!2E orcemen t s 
~e ,:1cill . ..E~§~J:le, willproEa.bly .... E~~i~EL_t.~eI?aind~_r..:~~·~t~e_ 
8'2p."Airborne Division. '.' He"is not asking for l.t at tnJ.s"'1:l.nie 
because he believes that he will have a better feel for the 
probl~s facing him when I visit him within the next couple of 
days. 

. EARLE G. WHEELER 
Chairman 

Joint Chiefs of Staff 

2 -= .lOp _ .. "!=: "'"-
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T"TFORMATION 
THE WHITE Hou, 

WASHINGTON 

Wednesday, February 21, 1968 
8:55 a. m. 

Mr. President: 

Another quiet day at Khe Sanh/DMZ: 

mortar fire less,; 
143 tons delivered; 
weather continues poor. 

rP~Rostow 
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Wednesday', February 21, 1968, 

TEXT OF CABLE FROM GENERAL WESTMORELAND 

This is report number seventeen on the situation in the Khe 
Sanh/DMZ are,a and covers the 24-hour period of February 20, 1968. 

Ai~:B,~~L1,}~~~,.~Il.c:_e>.\.l~t~~:~\l'.ijitkil'tnitt~nfen;mY~h7iYiing:'? 
constituted the principal activity in northern First Corps yesterday. 
The pace of enemy incoming fire slackened somewhat during the period. 
Incoming to friendly forces bordering the DMZ totaled 124 rounds of 
mixed caliber mortar and artillery. 

!,In,narke,\t,:delC;line in enemy efforts W,LS evident yesterday as 
onJt::~~::foundsorrn9ftarfeirarKlle;San1i. Five kilometers east of 
Ca Lu, the Marines received six rounds of mortar and an equal amount of 
artillery rounds. The ramp at Dong Ha received six mid-afternoon rounds 
of artillery, causing minor injuries to two Marines. Elements of the 
Marines at Camp Carroll bore 13 enemy rounds of mortar; and finally 
Marines, at Con Thien received 28 rounds of mortar in an early morning 
barrage. Casualties attributed to the shelling: 10 Marines wounded (five 
evacuated). 

In ground contact during the day, a c()ntact at Thon Le Xuyen 
confirme d nhKN9.r~:Yj;~,tAam~~~.,J\l:~¥:,ki_~1~.d '5::;SJ:,~ptY:r~d~:~~,ven' POWl s, 
two recoilless guns, one mortar and nine individual weapons. Casualties to 
t:l;f1.s11y forces were: ~~>~}l,;~h.;:,;~j.g:\lt..l!~n.ded(evacuated):;~· 

There were a total of 296 tactical air sorties flown. The Marine 
aircraft wing flew 64 sorties in support of the Khe Sanh area. Bomb Damage 
Assessment included three secondary explosions, two secondary fires. The 
.Air Force flew 146 and the Navy flew 86. The weather was still unsuitable for 
any but combat sky spot missions. 

Thirty-nine B-52's flew 13 strikes in the Niagara area. 
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Aerial resupply for the reporting period amounted to::t1,:}::~llQrll 
€.t.~n,..§1 In addition, 90 passengers were flown into the airfield in three 

'C-l23 aircraft. Eleven C-13 0 completed 11 airdrops. 

There was one COFRAM mission of 15 rounds fired on the basis 
of a sensor report of enemy troop movement. Results were unobserved. 

For the next 24-hour period, the Marines will fly 44 tactical air 
sorties in support of Khe Sanh, the Air Force will fly 148, and the Navy 
plans 100, for a total of 292 sorties. There will be nine ARC LIGHT strikes 
(27 sorties) flown in the Niagara area. 

Weather.:.a~KheSanh?during the period producedlo'W.9loiids and 
~"'- . -- .: .. ,. :.,,_.-.- -.,. ". . . ",'''' ""'. "-,,-~,,,~ 

c:l~nse fog and reduced the ceiling and visibility to neat, z~rd ex.c~ptJi"orri-
~:o6:RMtp4,:00 ,AM when the ceiling improved to 100 - 500 foot overcast 
ancCthe visibility from 1/4 to five miles in fog. The forecast for Khe Sanh 
for the next 24 hours ,is fO!2it~le;c.,::qange, ' 

_ SEGRE'!' -
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INFORMATION 
.:;.., ... 

' .. /' THE WHITE HOL 
WASHINGTON 

c:- 1'('1' SE'o S 6 i 

Wednesday, Febr1fary 21, 1968 
10:55 a. In. ,,-.... ' . f /"" 

Mr. Pre sident: LCk.~ :, ,?)I'./ 

Herewith Bus Whee1er l s report on 
today's call to We sty. 

Main item: firepower now allocated 
to try to clean up Hue by the end of this 
week. 

Gen. Johnson will report the daily 
phone call in Bus' absence. 

. ,. Or 
WCLW';"'Rostow 
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THE JOINT CHIEFS OF STAFF 
WASHINGTON. D. C. 10301 

DEC.LASSIFIED 

Authority 2es /0-.3- 71'.4:#;.« CM-3032-68 
'/P " 4-lt-?f 21 Feb 1968 By v' , NARS, Date __ .. 

MEMORANDUM FOR THE PRESIDENT ~--

SUBJECT: TELEPHONE CONVERSATION WITH GENERAL WESTMORELAND 

1. You will have already received General Westmoreland's 
17th report on the situation in the Khe Sanh/DMZ area. Addi­
tionally, I am attaching hereto a copy of the Presidential 
operations/intelligence brief of salient activities over the 
past twenty-four hours,together with a sheet of recent items 
which you will find of interest. 

2. General Westmoreland reported that the situation was 
generally quiet and that he had little of significance to add 
to what is in the operational/intelligence brief. He made 
really only two points: 

a. General Abrams, located at Headquarters MACV 
Forward in, the Hue/Phu Bai area, conferred today with 
General Cushman, over-all Marine Commander; General Lam, 
the Vietnamese I Corps Tactical Zone Commander; and 
General Tolson, Commander of the U.S. First Cavalry Division. 
The' subj ect of their conference was the s i tuat io.n:.:j,:.Il:::'f!:t!~a:nd:·'n 

•• - • ----~.-- .-.:....co.",.. •. , _.-. :.l:.~ --- , ,. 

It?w';;l;!.~,l[t::::t',:O::'d'e~ar:W'Ith~-It:':}> General \,e,stmoreland has agreed to 
send o~,:; .. tE3.s:!?:of·'·;V:~'s~:~;;'.l1,l.Qr. .. .:<l,~a vaLI'YL~ unit s such as thi~ 
are eqlhpped w~th med~um tanks) to Huetomor:r;>ow -to proY:Ld~ 

k~J!._1i.! i,o,!!,,-l,. a rmo r ed fi r.eP9!'! e r:~.t~,~f rie ri'cify' "tor'c:e,s:o'pe r a:t:1 n g 
, a-gains t a heavily-dug:"in enemy. ,More,oviii;; he is p:r;>oviding 

ari' addn ie'n'-al ten'-Jo06-- mm reeO il1.-ss ,~'ifles'to .. the·Vietnamese 
Ma,ri'ne'Co'rps 'battalions which -aX;"; 'ffi~h'ting'inthe Citadel' f,Il' 
order:t:o, give them mor,e'mobile destructTve"power against' 
ib-emy=,4un-kers ",:-He.thinks' that with the added firepower Hue 
cii,nJl~:el'eaned'out by the, end of , this ,week. 
-~ ..... ,,_.,"-",'. -~---

. b. Another new weapon, ao;:-1:B'.?~:1!Il)):,:r,:,oC;:ke~",:made by the 
1f,~~.~~_MJ>' .... lias b:en picked up. in-country., He d:sc~~bes the pro­
~.ct~le as be~ng about '2 ~nches long and we~gh~ng '0 odd 
pounds; no launcher has yet been captured. The technical 
intelligence people estimate that this weapon would have a 
ra-n !l:!"',:9:f::;b:e:t;,we'e!n-S"';:.a:(fOt to:',s-;paQ:-'iIietel:"s.. Samp le S 0 f th i s 
we"a:'p'c;';;""l-lill be provided to technical intelligence agencies 
in the United States for further evaluation. 

3. General Westmoreland has arranged fo'r m,e to see 
Pre~ident Thieu, Vice President Ky, and General Vien during 
my stay in Vietnam. Ambassador Bunker has also made arrange­
ments for me to confer with him and key members of the mission 
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II. During my absence G~ne!'al-t1obi1son-:=C'hT~f""-'6f"St'a"fn 
U .• -.~,~j\.,r.IJ1Y_,.".1i .i,U.,1:a 1 k. by;t e le'phone'{o "Generaf'w e s-fmoreland' 
eachmorriliig·~-fo·prov.ide youwi:th theupdate.sof,th~. situ.ation. 
~c·sh.aTr;· of course, communicate with' 'you and' the Secretary 
of Defense promptly any significant items which cannot await 
my return next week. ' . 

~L4:!U~ 
EARLE. G. WHEELER 

Chairman 
Joint Chiefs of Staff 
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FROM ~/HITE HOUSE SITUATION ROON (MCCAFFERTY) 
TO THE PRESIDENT 
CITE CAP80474 1.J+-

- site R ! t EYES SilLY 

TEXT OF CABLE FROM GENERAL WESTMORELAND 

THIS IS REPORT NUMBER EIGHTEEN ON THE SITUATION IN THE KHE 
SANH AREA AND COVERS THE 24-}/OUR PERIOD FEBRUARY 21, 1968. 

ENEMY EFFORTS INTH'SIFIED IN NORTHERN QUANG TRI PROVINCE 
YESTERDAY AS 690 ENEMY ROUNDS OF MIXED MORTAR, ARTILLERY 
AND ROCKET FELL ON FRIENDLY POSITIONS. ENEMY CONCENTRATIONS 
CENTERED AT KHE SANH AS FRIENDLY ELEMENTS RECEIVED 250 MORTAR 
ROUNDS, 50 ROUNDS OF ARTILLERY AND 70 ROCKET ROUNDS, CAUSING MINOR 
INJURIES TO 22 MARINES. ONE ROCKET ROUND IMPACTED ON THE AIRSTRIP 
TEMPORARILY CLOSING THE FACILITy TO C-130 TRAFFIC. THE AIRSTRIP IS 
NOW OPEN TO ALL NORMAL TRAFFIC. 

AT CAMP CARROLL, ELEMENTS OF THE 4TH AND 9TH MARINES, FROM 
3:00PM TO 5:50PM, WERE RECIPIENTS OF 15 ROUNDS OF ROCKET, 33 ROUNDS 
OF MORTAR, 38 ROUNDS OF ARTILLERY, WITH ONE ROCKET ROUND LANDING 
ON T.HE 3D BATTALION, 4TH MARINES, FIVE KILOMETERS EAST OF CA LU. 
CASUALTIES WERE RECORDED AS 13 WOUNDED IN ACTION (NINE EVACUATED). 

FIVE NOONTI'lE ROUNDS OF ARTILLERY FELL AT DONG HA COMBAT BASE, WITH 
THREE ADD ITIONAL !10RT AR ROUNDS FALLING AT DUSK. HEAVY M !D-DAY 
BARRAGES FELL ON CON THIEN AS ENEMY LAUNCHING POSITIONS DELIVERED 
55'ROUNDS OF ARTILLERY AND 48 ROUNDS OF MORTAR. THREE MARINES WERE 
WOUNDED FROt1 THE SHELLING THTH ONE EVACUATED. IN NEIGHBORING GIO 
LIN\-! , 17 ADD IT IONAL ARTILLERY ROUNDS IMPACTED ON FRIENDLY POSITIONS. 
FINALL Y, A 24 1.I0UR LULL IN ENEMY SHELLING AT THE CU.A IIIET WAS ENDED· I 
AS POSITIONS OCCUPIED BY 1ST AMTRAC BATTALION BORE 64 ROUNDS OF 
ROCKEts AND 45 ROUNDS OF ARTILLERY, WITH CASUALT IES ATTR IBUTED TO THE 
DAY' S BO~!8BARDMENT INCLUDED FOUR KILLED IN ACT ION. EIGHT WOUNDED 
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GROUND ACTIVITY IN NORTHERN QUANG TRI· PROVINCE 'liAS LIMITED 
TO AN ESTIMATED COMPANY SIZE PROBE. AT KHE SANH .. BY DARK. 
ACTIVITY HAD CEASED., RESULTS ARE UNDETERMINED. 

.--..-- ~. ____ , . ...J:v.. 

A TOTAL OF 284 TACTICAL AIR SORTIES ~.'ERE FLOT!!N IN SUPPORT OF THE 
KHE SANH AREA. THE MAR INE AIRCRAFT tHNG FLE~I 82 SORTIES. BO"'S 

- DAMAGE ASSESSMENT INCLUDED FOUR SECONDARY EXPLOSIONS, ONE 
SECONDARY FIRE. THE AIR FORCE FLEW 138 SORTIES, AND THE NAVY 
FLEW 64 SORTIES. t"E.4THER DIFFICULTIES REQUIRED USE OF Cot1BAT 
SKY SPOT. B-52'S FU:I~ FIVE STRIKES <15 SORTIES) IN THE NIAGARA 
AREA. 

AERIAL RESUPPLY FOR THE REPORTING PERIOD A~OUNTED 
TO 172 SHORT TONS. IN ADDITION, 71 PASSENGERS t.!ERE LANDED AT 
THE KHE SANH AIRFIELD. A TOTAL OF 17 SORTIES ~!ERE FLOb1N BY RESUPPLY 
AIRCRAFT. FOURTEEN C-130 AIRCRAFT MADE TEN AIR DROPS. A SINGLE C-123 
AND TWO HELICOPTERS LANDED. 

SEVEN ROUNDS OF COFRAM ORDNANCE "'AS EXPENDED RESULTIN'G IN 
FOUR ENEMY KILLED. . 

SIXTEEN 13-52 STR IKES (48 SORTIES) ~IILL BE FLOlo/N IN THE 
NIAGARA AREA FOR THE NEXT 24-HOUR PERIOD. THERE WILL BE 292 
TACTICAL AIR SORTIES FLOWN DURING THE SAME PERIOD. 

THE \·!EATHER AT KHE SANH DURING THE PERIOD AGAIN CONSISTED 
OF LOW CLOUDS AND DENSE GROUND FOG REDUCING THE CLOUD CEILING AND 
SURFACE VISIBILITY TO NEAR ZERO. DURING THE EARLY AFTERNOON HOURS 
THE CEILING IMPROVED. SLIGHTLY TO 400 - 1000 FEET BROKEN AND THE 
VISIBILITY TO THREE MILES IN FOG. THE FORECAST FOR KHE SA~H FOR 
TOMORR01.4 IS 1II0RE ENCOURAGING. THE CLOUD CEILING AND SURFACE VISIBILITY 
WILL GRADUALLY IMPROVE FROM NEAR ZERO CONDITIO~IS TO A 2000 FOOT 
CEILING AND SIX MILES VISIBILITY BY 2:00PM. AFTER 5 :OOPM THE 
CEILING AND VISIBILITY \oJILL GRADUALL Y LO\~ER TO NEAR ZERO AND 
REMAIN SO THROUGHOUT THE REMAINDER OF THE PERIOD. 
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Received washington CommCen 
11:44 A.M. EST Thursday 22 F;b 68 

. Recdved LBJ Ranch CommCen 

TO THE PRESIDENT 
CITE CAP80481 

.!L?-.. 12 :00 P.M., CST Thursday 22 Feb 68 
D:dCLASSIFIED . . . . 

• jc.S IO~Y.-7f3; NSC. 8 -1'..gO . 4- '3 ~ 
Authonty. . "i _ ~ ~ go' s:-----

TopsEeRET .... ,..0 NABS. Date By !~. . 
HEREWITH GENERA.L JOHNSON'S REPORT ON HIS MORNING CONVERSATION 

WITH WESTY. 

1. GENER AL WESTl'lORELAND HAD JUST COMPLETED A CALL TO 
GENERAL ABRAI'1S AT MACI! FOR\\!ARD LOCATED AT HUE/PHU BAl. 
GENERAL ABRAMS STATED TO GENERAL WESTMORELAND THAT FOR THE 
FIRST TI"!E HE, GENERAL ABRA.MS, 14AS PERMITTING HIMSELF TO BE 
SOMEloIHAT ENCOURAGED. HE HAD VISITED THE AMERICAL DIVISION 
AND THE 2D ARVN DIVISION ON 22 FEBRUARY AS WELL AS THE ELEMENTS 
OF THE 3D BRIGADE, 82D A'IRBORNE DIVISION,THAT HAVE ARRIVED 
AT CHU LAI. THE BRIGADE HAS NOT YET COMPLETED ITS MOVE. 
BOTH THE AfIlERICAL A.ND THE 2D ARVN DIVISION ARE PERFORM~WG 
EFFECTIVELY AND ARE STEPPING UP OPERATIONS AWAY FROM THE 
POPULATED AREAS ONCE AGAIN. GENERAL ABRAMS ALSO REPORTED 
THAT THE EXPERIENCE LEVEL IN THE 3D BRIGADE, 82D AIRBORNE 
DIVISION I~AS VERY HIGH; THAT THEIR ATT ITUDE !J/ AS EXCELLENT; 
AND THEY ~IERE ENCOURA.GED BY THE RECEPTIO~! GIVEN THEM BY GENERAL' 
KOSTER OF THE A"!ERICAL DIVISION. IT IS GENERAL II1ESTM ORELAND'S 
HITENTION TO EASE THE BRIGADE INTO COMBAT OPERATIONS SLO~'LY 
SO THAT TEAMWORK TRAINING ~'ITHIN THE BRIGADE CAN BE 
REFRESHED FULL Y. 

2~ THE THREE VIETNAMESE MARINE BATTALIONS IN HUE HAVE 
MADE SLOI,' PROGRESS BECAUSE OF A LACK OF DIRECT-FIRE HIGH VELOCITY 
WEAPONS. TEN 106 MM RECOILLESS RIFLES ARRIVED IN HUE/PHU 
BAlON 22 FE13RUARY AND ~IILL BE DELIVERED TO THE VIETNM1ESE 
MARINES ON 23 FEBRUARY TO CORRECT THIS DEFICIENCY. IN ADDITION, 
BRIGADIER GENERAL OSCAR DAVIS, ASSISTANT DIVISION COMMANDER 
OF THE FIRST CAVALRY DIVISION, IS LOCATED AT THE FIRST DIVISION 
COMMAND POST WITH GENERAL TRUONG, THE FIRST ARVN DIVISION 
COMMANDER. GENERAL DAVIS IS ACTING AS FIRE COORDINATOR FOR 
GENERAL TRUONG, AND GENERAL '~ESTMORELAND INDICATED THAT THIS 
ARRANGEMENT IS 'IIORKING II1ELL. 

3~ THE FIRST CAVtl.LRY DIVISION HflS ENCOUNTERED FOUR ENEMY 
BATTALIONS NORTH AND EAST OF HUE AND IS !N HEAVY COmACT 'NITH 
THESE UNITS. THE DIVISION C0l1MANDER REPORTED SOME SUCCESS BUT 
HAS NOT REPORTED ANY DETAILS. FURTHER, n!O 8 INCH HOIIJITZERS 
HAVE ARRIVED NEAR QUA~lG TRI TO REINFORCE THE FIRST CAVALRY 
DIVISION AND AN ADDITIONAL T"IO ARE EXPECTED TO BE IN POSITION 
TOMORRml (23 FEBRUARy) AT THE SAt'lE LOCATION. THE FIRST CAVALRY 
DIVISION CAPTURED 12 PRISONERS. INITIAL REPORTS INDICATE 
THAT THREE DIFFERENT ENEMY REGIMENTS ARE REPRESENTED BY THE 
12 PR ISO~lERS. GF.:NERAL r~ESTMORELAtJD DOES NOT KNOlol WHAT THIS MEANS, 

. 13UT HE EXPECTS TO 013TAIN SIG!'JIFICANT INFORMATION FROM INTERROGATION 
. THAT folILL BE EXPLOITABLE IN TERMS OF IDENTIFYING SO"'E INDICATION 

OF ENEMY INTENTION. 
.... ~,., - "-,, .. ----~ .. - , -. --- ' , 
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4. GENERAL I.JESTMOtlEUND EXPRESSED THE \/!RI.J THAT HUE MA~ 
HAVE BEEN THE ENEMY'S PRIMARY OBJECTIVE FROM THE OUTSET OF 
THE TET OFFENSIVE. REPORTS INDICATE A~ ENEMY EFFORT TO 
REINFORCE HUE THROUGH THE A SHAU VALLEY AND HE IS ~'ATCHING THE 
A SHAU VALLEY VERY CAREFULLY. 

5. THERE WAS LITTLE ACTIVITY IN THE II CORPS AREA • 

. 6. THERE WAS CONTACT EARLY 22 FEBRUARY ABOUT 3 KILOMETERS 
WEST OF SAIGON WITH THE ENEMY REPULSED AND DISPERSED. NORTH 
OF SAIGON IN SOUTHERN BINH DUONG PROVINCE THE: RECONNAISSANCE 
COMPANY OF THE 5TH ARVN DIVISION ENGAGED AN ENEMY FORCE KILLING , 
20 ENEro1Y WHILE LOSING ONLY ONE KILLED. SOUTHEAST OF SAIGON 
IN THE RUNG SAT SPECIAL ZONE AN ENEMY FORCE OVERRAN A LOCAL 
POLICE STATION KILLING 7 AND SEIZING A SMALL NUMBER OF ~IEAPO~lS, 
THE EXACT NUMBER NOT SPECIFIED. 

-. ON THE AFTERNOON OF 22 FEBRUARY AT CAT LAI, ANTI-TANK 
ROCKETS ~'ERE USED BY THE ENEMY TO STRIKE SEVERAL A~lMUNITION 

. BARGES. TWO BARGES EXPLODED AND TWO !3ARGES ~'ERE BEACHED. 
DEMOLITION EXPERTS ARE IN CONTROL IN THE AREA AND ARE ASSESSING 
DAMAGE. SMALL ENEMY, DETACHMENTS ARE INTERDICTING ROADS 
AROUND SAIGON USING THE RPG-2 OR B-40 ROCKET AND RPG-7 OR 
B-41 ROCKET WITH SOME EFFECTIVENESS AGAINST VEHICLES.' AS 
WE WERE TALKING GENERAL' WESTMORELAND REPORTED ARVN CONTACT 
WITH !b10 ENEMY BATTALIONS EAST OF TAN SON NHUT WITH THE SPOOKY 
GUN SHIP WITH MINI-GUNS FIRING ON THIS FORCE" INITIAL 
REPORTS INDICATE I 1/C MAIN FORCE BATTALION AND I VC LOCAL FORCE 
BATTALION •. THE SIZE OF THE ENEMY FORCE IS TENTATIVE AND SPECIFIC 
UNIT IDENTIFICATIONS HAVE NOT EEEN MADE. 

8. GENERAL WESTMORELAND REPORTS THAT SINCE THE TET OFFENSIVE 
BEGAN ON 29 JANU.ARY, 39,417 ENEMY HAVE BEEN HE PORTED KILLm HI 
ACTION AND 6,590 INDIVIDUALS HAVE BEEN DETAINED • 
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THE JOINT CHIEFS OF STAFF 

DEC 
WASHINGTON, D, C, 2030 I 

LASSIFIED ' 

Authority Res IP-:i- 7i".Ami, CM-3049-68 
B 'A.,) , ' y ...... , ,NARS, Date J'-/t-12 23 Feb 1968 

MEMORANDUM FOR THE PRESIDENT 

SUBJECT: TELEPHONE CONVERSATION WITH GENERAL WESTMORELAND 

1. General Westmoreland reported quite a bit of 
shell ing at Khe Sanh and in the D~IZ area. Other intelli­
gence reports cover the scale. The helicopter reported 
hit by mortar fire at Khe Sanh may have been hit by a 
rocket according to information that General Abrams passed 
to General Westmoreland. An attack on Khe Sanh is expected 
during the night of 23-24 February, Saigon time. The 
Vietnamese Ranger Battalion holding a part of the perimeter 
at Khe Sanh was probed by a force estimated to be a possible 
enemy battalion. The probing force used fire crackers, but 
initial reports indicate the probe was not successful. 

2. U.S. Marines continued to clear the area of the 
Cit\ldel in Hue for which they are responsible. The Vietnamese 
Marines have been less active than desirable. Recoilless rifles" 
discussed in yesterday's telephone call were delivered to 
Vietnamese Marines on 23 February. More aggressive attacks 
by this force are expected on 24 February. Security forces 
on Highway 1, between Da Nang and Hue-Phu Bai continued to 
be thickened. One battalion of the 82d Airborne Division 
Task Force moved from Chu Lai and closed at Hue-Phu Bai just 
southeast of Hue. 

3. Throughout the rest of South Vietnam the tempo of 
activity decreased. There were no reports of activity in 
II Corps. Contact continues with enemy forces west, north 
and east of Saigon. General Weyand reported to General 
Wheeler that forces in III Corps are killing about 300 enemy 
a day. There is some indication that enemy forces have been 
directed to break up into smaller units in the Saigon area 
and to focus their efforts on disrupting normal activity to I 
the maximum extent of their capability. This indication has 
not been conf i rmed. " 

4. In IV Corps there is a mixed picture. General Eckhardt 
reported to General Wheeler that the main road from Saigon to 
the south should be opened to Cau Mau in the southernmost 
province of the Delta by the night of 24 February. He expects 
interruptions to occur during hours cof darkness but expects 
to be able to restore traffic during daylight hours. 
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s. The damage to regional and popular forces appears 
to be small in III Corps. Reports are not yet complete. 
There is a mixed picture in IV Corps. Some regional forces. 
have been hard hit. Reports indicate that approximately . 
500 popular forces are still missing, although General 
Westmoreland does not believe that this is· an alarming . 
number because it is a relatively small proportion of the 
total popular forces in IV Corps. 

6.. Special B-s2 strikes were directed at a reported 
location of the Headquarters, 7th NVA Division, approximately 
10 kilometers south of Phuoc Vinh. Initial assessment indi­
catedsome underground complexes have been opened up, and 

. there were numerous secondary explosions. Additional bomb 
damage assessment will be made. General Westmoreland had 
intended to direct an,intensive bombing by the B-52s of 
enemy concentrations in the A Shau Valley. He has delayed 
these. strikes in favor of shifting the B-52 effort to the 
Khe Sanh area because of the reported imminence of enemy 
attack on Khe Sanh. . , 

7. General Westmoreland reported the latest casualty 
figures accrued since 29 January 1968: KIA 40,199; detained 
6,671; individual weapons captured 9,853; and crew-served 
weapons captured 1,482. General Westmoreland went on to· 
explain that. he believes the casualty count is a reasonable 
one, although it probably includes porters and laborers 
assisting enemy forces. Any inflation of reported casualties 
caused by the in'clus ion of porters and laborers is offset by, 
casualties resulting from artillery and air strikes that are 
not included in the reports of enemy casualties. 

8. I also talked briefly to General Palmer who believes 
that the situation throughout southern Vietnam is stabilizing 
somewhat, although obviously not yet back to normal. 

HAROLD K. J SON 
ACTING CHAIRMAN 
JOINT CHIEFS OF STAFF 
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, Received Washington ConunCen ' 
~:,9 A.M. EST Friday 23.Feb 68 

Received LBJ Ranch ConunCen 
10:0, A.M. CST Friday 23 Feb 68 

,FRON WHITE HOUSE SITUATION ROOM Cl1CCAFFERTY> 
TO THE PRESIDENT 
CITE CAP80511 

DECLASSIFIED 
S ! eRE 1 , Authority OSD letter.l8 N I 1979 

. TEXT OF CABLE FRO~I GENERAL WESTMORELAND. By-i...#-. NARS, Date t, -~ 5"- 71 
THIS IS REPORT NUMBER NINETEEN ON THE SITUATION IN THE KHE 

SANH AREA AND COVERS THE 24 HOUR PERIOD FEBRUARY 22. 1968. 

SIGNIFICANT ACTIVITY IN NORTHERN QUANG TRI PROVINCE YESTERDAY 
PARALLELED THE PREVIOUS DAY. 'AS HEAVY ENEMY SHELLING POUNDED 
POSITIONS OCCUPIED BY FRIENDLY TROOPS. THE DAY'S TOTAL CLIMBED 
TO 935 ROUNDS OF ENEMY ARTILLERY, MORTAR AND ROCKET FIRE. 
REPETITIOUS OF RECENT ~JEEKS. THE KHE SANH COMBAT BASE RECEIVED 
THE BRUNT OF THE INCONING AS THE 26TH MARINES BORE 170 ROUNDS 
OF MORTAR. 155 ROUNDS OF ARTILLERY AND 52 ROCKET ROUNDS CASUALTIES 
ATTRIBUTED TO THE SHELLING WERE SEVEN KILLED. 22 WOUNDED: 
(18 EVACUATED). 

WHILE CAMP CARROLL RECEIVED ONLY 29 ROUNDS OF MIXED MORTAR 
AND ARTILLERY. FRIENDLY ELEt'IE~ITS AT DONG HA COUNTED 81 ROUNDS OF HEAVY 
ARTILLERY. AT THE DMZ, FOUR MID-AFTERNOON BARRAGES BROUGHT 
193 ROUNDS OF MIXED MORTAR AND ARTILLERY TO CON THIEN. TWO 
MARINES REQUIRED MEDICAL EVACUATION DUE TO WOUNDS SUSTAINED 
FRO~I THE BARRAGE. AT NEIGHBORING GIO LINH, THE RECEIPT OF 
125 ARTILLERY ROUNDS WAS LINKED WITH EIGHT LATE MORNING ROCKET 
ROUNDS. INCOMING ROUNDS AT CUA VIET CEASED AT 10:00 A.M., 
BUT ONLY AFTER 86 ARTILLERY ROUNDS HAD BEEN RECEIVED BY 1ST 
AMTRAC BATTALION POSITIONS. CASUALTIES FRml THE SHELLING WERE: 
ONE KILLED, 12 WOUNDED (NINE EVACUATED). 

IN GROUND ACTIVITY, ONLY ONE CONTACT WAS REPORTED. MARINES 
IN OPERATION KENTUCKY, AMBUSHED A Sr<IALLENEMY FORCE AND KILLED 
FIVE NVA. ONE MARINE WAS KILLED AND NINE WOUNDED IN THE ENCOUNTER. 

AT 4:45 P.M. A HELICOPTER, ~1HILE ATTEMPTING TO LIFT OFF AT 
KHESANH, WAS HIT BY A MORTAR ROUND CAUSING THE AIRCRAFT TO , 
CRASH. RESULTING CASUALTIES WERE TWO KILLED, ONE WOUNDED (EVACUATED) • 
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I ' 241 TACTICAL AIR SORTIES WERE FLOWN IN THE KHE SANH AilEA. 
THE MARINE AIRCRAFT ~lING FLEW 87 SORTIES. BO~IB DAMAGE ASSESSMENT . t~\ IN.CLUDED ONE SECONDARY FIRE, ONE MORTAR POSITION DESTROYED AND 

, J 

.' THREE KILLED. THE AIR FORCE FLEW 132 SORTIES, tHE NAVY FLEW 22, 
USING COMBAT ,SKY SPOT. ARC LIGHT B-52'S FLEW 14 STRIKES (40 SORTIES) 
IN THE NIAGARA AREA. " 
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AERIAL RESUPPLY FOR THE REPORTING PERIOD MlOUNTED TO 183.5 
SHORT TONS. THERE WERE 82 SHORT TONS OF CLASS V, AMt-lUNITION. 
NINETEEN SHORT TONS OF VEHICLES, CONSISTING OF FORKLIFTS. 
MAIL AND MEDICAL SUPPLIES AMOUNTED TO 1.5 AND 4 SHORT TONS 
RESPECTIVELY. IN ADDITION, 76 REPLACE~!ENT PASSENGERS WERE LANDED 
AT THE AIRFIELD. SORTIES INCREASED TO A TOTAL OF 26. ELEVEN 
C-130 AIRCRAFT COMPLETED 11 AIR DROPS. TWO C-130'S AND ONE 
USAF C-123 AIRCRAFT LANDED ON THE AIRFIELD. IN ADDITION, 
RESUPPLY SORTIES BY MARINE HELICOPTERS WERE FLOWN. 

THERE WERE TWO MISSIONS FIRED DURING THE PElnOD USING FIRECRACKER. 
TWELVE ROUNDS \~ERE FIRED ON ENEMY TROOPS IN TH1~ OPEN WITH 
UNDETERMINED RESULTS. ANOTHER SIX ROUNDS WERE I~XPENDED IN CLOSE 
DEFENSIVE FIRES. 

FOR THE NEXT 24 HOURS A TOTAL OF 288 TACTICAL AIR SORTIES 
WILL BE FLOWN IN SUPPORT OF KHE SANH. THERE WILL BE EIGHT 
ARC LIGHT STRIKES (24 SORTIES) FLOWN IN THE NIAGARA AREA. 

THE WEATHER AT KHE SANH DURING THE PERIOD RE~IAINED BAD. 
LOW CLOUDS AND DENSE GROUND FOG REDUCED THE CEILING AND VISIBILITY 
TO NEAR ZERO 'DURING MOST OF THE PERIOD. CONDITIONS IMPROVED 
SOMEWHAT DURING THE AFTERNOON WHEN THE CLOUD CEILING AND 
VISIBILITY BECAME 1500 FOOT BROKEN AND SEVEN MILES. THE FORECAST 
FOR TODAY CALLS FOR GRADUAL IMPROVEMENT FRot1 NEAR ZERO 
CONDITIONS TO A 1200 FOOT CEILING AND SIX MILES VISIBILITY 
BYI :00 P.M. AFTER 6:00 P.M. THE CLOUD CEILING AND VISIBILITY WILL 
BOTH LO'nER TO NEAR-ZERO AND REMAIN SO THROUGHOUT THE REMAINDER 
OF THE PERIOD. 
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HERE'ilITH GENERAL JOHNSON'S TELEPHONE CONVERSATION WITH GENERAL 
WESTl10RELAND • 

1. GENERAL WESTMORELAND REPORTED QUITE A BIT OF SHELLING AT 
KHE SANH AND IN THE DMZ AREA. OTHER INTELLIGENCE REPORTS 

[. 'OVER THE SCALE. THE HEL ICOPTER REPORTED HIT BY MORTAR FIRE 
.. AT KHE SANH MAY 'HAVE BEEN HIT BY A ROCKET ACCORDI.:-1G TO INFOR­

MATION THAT GENERAL ABRAMS PASSED TO GENERAL WESTMORELAND. 
AN ATTACK ON KHE SANH IS EXPECTED DURING THE NIGKr OF 23-24 
FEBRUARY, SAIGON TIME. THE VIETNMESE RANGER BATTALION 
HOLDING A PART OF THE PERIMETER AT KHE SANH WAS PROBED BY A 
FORCE ESTIMATED T.o BE A POSSIBLE ENEMY BATTALION. THE 
FROBING FORCE USED FIRE CRACKERS, BUT INIT IAL REPORTS INDICATE 
THE PROBE WAS NOT SUCCESSFUL. 

2. U. S. MAR INES CONT INUED TO CLEAR THE AREA OF THE CITADEL IN 
HUE FOR WHICH THEY ARE RESPONSIBLE. THE VIETNAMESE MARINES 
HAVE BEEN LESS ACT IVE THAN DESIRABLE. RECOILLESS RIFLES 
DISCUSSED IN YESTERDAY'S TELEPHONE CALL WERE DELIVERED TO 
VIETNAMESE MARINES ON 23 FEBRUARY. MORE AGGRESSI'JE ATTACKS 
BY THIS FORCE ARE EXPECTED ON 24 FEBRUARY. SECURITY FORCES 
ON HIGH\IIAY 1, BETWEEN DA NANG AND HUE-P:lU SAl CONTINUED TO 
BE THICKENED. ONE BATTALION OF THE 82D AIRBORNE DIVISION 
TASK FORCE. MOVED FROM CHU LAI AND CLOSED AT HUE-PHU BAl: JUST 
OOUTH EAST OF HUE. 

·3. THROUGHOUT THE REST OF SOUTH VIETNAM THE TEMPO OF ACT IVITY 
DECRE.!\SED. THERE WERE NO REPORTS OF ACT II/ITY IN II CORPS. 
CONTACT CONT INUES WITH ENEMY FORCES WEST, NORTH AND EAST OF 
!:AIGON. GENERAL WEYAND REPORTED TO GENERAL WHEELER THAT FORCES 
'tN III COR PS ARE KILLING ABOUT 300 ENEt1Y A DA Y. l' HERE IS SCt1E 
INDICATIO!'l THAT ENEMY FORCES HAVE BEEN DIRECTID -TO BREIIK UP 
INTO SMALLER UNITS IN THE SAIGON AREA AND TO FOCUS THEIR EFFORTS 
ON DI5:iUPTING NormAL ACT rVITY TO THE MAXIt1UN EXENT OF THEIR 
CAPABILITY. THIS INDICATION HAS NOT BEEN CONFIRNED.· 
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( '4. IN IV CORPS THERE IS A MIXED PICTURE. GENERAL ECKHARDT 
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FlEPORTEJ TO GENERAL WHEELER THAT THE MAIN ROAD FRON SAIGON 
(") TO THE SOUTH SHOULD BE OPENED TO CAU MAU IN THE SOUTHERNMOST 

PROVINCE OF THE DELTA BY THE NIGHT OF 24 FEBRUARY. HE EXPECTS 
INTERRUPTIONS TO OCCUR DURING HOURS OF DARKNESS BUT EXPECTS 
TO BE ABLE TO RESTORE TRAFFIC DURING DAYLIGHT HOURS. 

5. THE DAMAGE TO REGIONAL AND POPULAR FORCES APPEARS TO BE 
5MALL IN III CORPS. REPORTS ARE NOT YET COMPLETE. THERE IS A 
MIXED PICTURE IN IV CORPS. SOME REGIONAL FORCES HAVE BEEN 
HARD HIT. REPORTS INDICATE THAT APPROXIMATELY 500 POPULAR 
FORCES ARE STILL MISSING t ALTHOUGH GENERAL WESTMORELAND DOES 
NOT BELIEVE THAT THIS IS AN ALARMING NUMBER BECAUSE IT IS A 
RELATIVEL Y S~IALL PRO PORT ION OF THE TOTAL POPULAR FORCES IN IV 
CORPS. 

6. SPECIAL B-52 STR IKE S WERE DIRECTED AT A RE PORTED LOCAT ION 
OF THE HEADQUARTERS t 7TH NVA DIVISION, APPROXIMATELY 10 
KILOMETERS SOUTH OF PHUOC VINH. INITIAL ASSESSMENT INCICATED 
SOME Ul'v'DERGROUND COt1PLEXES HAVE BEEN OPENED UP t AND THERE 
WERE NUMEROUS SECONDARY EXPLOSIONS. ADDITIONAL BOMB DAMAGE 
ASSESSMENT W ILL BE MADE. GENERAL WESTMORELAND HAD INTENDED TO 
DIRECT AN INTENSIVE BOMBING BY THE B-52S OF ENEMY CONCENTRATIONS 

. IN THE A SHAU VALLY. HE HAS DELAYED THESE STRIKES IN FAVOR ' 
OF SHIFTING THE B-52 EFFORT TO THE KHE SANH AREA BECAUSE OF 
THE REPORTED IMMINENCE OF ENEMY ATTACK ON KHE SANH. 

7. GENERAL WESTMORELAND REPORTED THE LATEST CASUALTY FIGURES 
ACCRUED SINCE 29 JANUARY 1968: KIA 40,199; DETAINED 6t 671; 
INDIVIDUAL WEAPONS CAPTURED9 t 853; AND CREW-SE:RVED WEAPONS 
CAPTURED 1,482. GENERAL WESTMORELAND WENT ON TO EXPl.AIN THAT 
HE BELIEVES THE CASUALTY COUNT IS A REASONABLE: ONE t ALTHOUGH 
IT PROBABLY INCLUDES PORTERS AND LABORERS ASSIST ING ENEMY 
FORCES. ANY INFLATION OF REPORTED CASUALTIES CAUSED BY THE 
INCLUSION OF PORTERS AND LABORERS IS OFFSET BY CASUALTIES 
RESUT ING FROM ARTILLERY AND AIR STR IKES THAT ARE NOT INCLUDED 
IN THE REPORTS OF ENEMY CASUALTIES. 

8. I ALSO TALKED BR IEFL Y TO GENERAL PALMER WHO BELIEVES THAT 
THE SITUATION THROUGHOUT SOUTHERN VIETNAl1 IS STABILIZING SOME­
WHAT, ALTHOUG H OBVIOUS!. Y NOT YET BACK TO NORMAL. 
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