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THE JOINT CHIEFS OF STAFF S
WASHINGTOMN, D. €, 20300 -
CM-29uL-68
3 Feb 1968
o S
MEMORANDUM FOR THE PRESIDENT }
- DECLASSIFIED
SUBJECT: KHE SANH Authority JC:S/ow3-7?_4£zz%=

By_ﬂ-#_, NAES, D;‘g‘te 3“ /6— 77

In response to your telephone call to me last evening,
I asked General Westmoreland to provide me his views as soon
as possible on our reinforcement capability in the Khe Sanh
area. His reply to me is presented in the following para-
graphs for your information.

"1, I agree with(General Wheeler's)response on the
questicn of our Khe Sanh reinforcement capability and would
add the following amplification.

"2. Our situation at Khe Sanh as compared with the
French at Dien Bien Phu is different in three significant
respects. We have supporting air (tactical air and B-52's)
for all-weather attack of enemy forces by orders of magnitude
over that at Dien Bien Phu. We have reinforcing heavy artillery
within range of the Khe Sanh area from USMC positions east
of the mountains. We have multiple and vastly improved tech-
niques for aerial supply and we are within helicopter support
range for troop reinforcement, logistie support, medical evac-
uation and other reguirements,

"3, We now have four Marine Corps battalicns and one
ARVN ranger battalion with combat and combat service support
in the Khe Sanh area. We currently have two brigades of
the lst Air Cavalry Division (Airmobile), plus one brigade
of the 10lst Airborne Division, with appropriate light and
medium artillery support, located north of the Ai Van Pass,
within prompt reinforcing distance of Khe Sanh. We have plans
to further reinforce this area on short notice if required.

"y, We have a significant capability to reinforce Khe
Sanh by fire in all weather conditions by artillery, tactical
air, and B-52's. There are 18 105MM howitzers and 6 155 MM
howitzers within the Khe Sanh defensive system. Additiomnally,
16 175MM guns are with the 34 Marine Division forces east of
Khe Sanh positioned at the Rock Pile and at Camp Carroll.
These guns are within range of Khe Sanh and their fires can
be massed as required through the use of the centralized fire
direction facility at Dong Ha. In addition to this heavy
artillery support, and in ceontrast to the French situation at
Dien Bien Phu, we have a highly effective tactical air and

B-52 capability. Radar or "SKY SPOT " technique allcows us
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"direct tactical air strikes either at'night or in zero visi-
bility conditions throughout the Khe Sanh area. In addition
to tactical air, our B-52 strikes are also weather independant.
During adverse weather in the Khe Sanh area there are frequent
breaks of three or four hours, in which we could intensify the
air strikes, and insert helicopter gun ships into the area for
additional fires as required. If the enemy masses to attack,
he will be extremely vulnerable to the massed B-52's against
his supporting forces and destructive power of tactical air,
gunships and artillery against his infantry. This capability
of reinforcement by fire alone could have changed the course
of battle at Dien Bien Phu.

"5, Although logistical support will present a major
problem, I am satisfied we can resolve i1t by our multiple
means of resupply. Enemy interdiction of the airfield at
Khe Sanh will not deny our reinforcement and support capability
by helicopters. As pointed out in(General Wheeler's)response
to the President, we could also re-open Route 9 for a land
line of communication. This would take 22 company days of
engineer effort, but with considerable cost in security.

"6. Although not ideal, the tactical situation at Khe
Sanh as well as our improved combat techniques and capabili-
ties are considerably different from those at Dien Bien Phu.

"7. Addressing the President's query on additional help
required, with the current level of activity we need an addi-
tional squadron of C-130 aircraft, complete with ground handling
and maintenance crews, for immediate usage. In additionmn, I
recommend a second squadron of C-130's be alerted for immediate
movement if unforeseen contingencies arise. Admiral Sharp may
wish to address these requirements from the standpoint of
assets available elsewhere in the theater. Additionally,
it would be prudent to have heavy air drop equipment in re-
serve which can be called forward if we need it. We currently
have a capability of delivering 600 tons per day for 1k days
with no recovery. I would like at least an equal quantity
ready for immediate air shipment forward if required. These
requirements are also being submitted separately. Acceleration
of the issue of M-16 rifles, M-60 machine guns and M-29 mortars
to South Vietnamese Army (ARVN) units would improve our posture
in economy of force areas. The importance of hellcopter assets
in the pending battle cannot be overstated. To achieve the
necessary helicopter 1ift for forces deployed to Northern Ccrps
Tactical Zone, I plan drawing on Rosson's (Commander I Field
Force) and Weyand's (Commander II Field Force) assets to a
major degree. Expediting the rate of delivery of replacement
helicopters for assault helicopter companies and assault support
helicopter companies would aid in maintaining our glituation
in the south during the battle in the north. We are also ex-
periencing high loss rates of0O-1 observation aircraft and
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replacements are urgently needed to maintain our observation

and surveillance capability over our newly opened LOC, new areas
under pacification, enemy routes of infiltration and enemy base
areas., The northern I Corps Tactical Zone has greatly increased
our engineering requirements. Construction of a logistical
base, the maintenance of Route I in that area, construction of
DYE MARKER obstacle/strong point system, plus the need of
opening Route 9 to Khe Sanh will tax severely our construction
capability. Providing the Naval Mobile Construction Battalion
yet to be furnished as part of Program 5 would significantly
improve our buildup in the north. With regard te Republic of
Korea Torces, action should be taken to oppose any thought of
withdrawing elements of Republic of Korea forces in Vietnam

and returning them to Korea. 1In addition, every effort should
be made to re-open negotiaticns regarding the proposed ROK

light division deployment as soon as the situation in Korea

will allow. Expedited deployment of the Thai light division,
within practical limitation, is most desirable and would per-
mit greater flexibility in the employment of our ready reaction
forces in RVN.

"8, The use of tactical nuclear weapons should not be
required in the present situation in view of the authority to
use COFRAM. However, should the situation in the DMZ area
change dramatically, we should be prepared to introduce weapons
of greater effectiveness against massed forces. Under such
circumstances I visualize that either tactical nuclear weapons
or chemical agents would be active candidates for employment."

AN A

EARLE G. WHEELER
CHATIRMAN :
JOINT CHIEFS OF STAFF
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Mz, President:

Herewith Bus Wheeler's first daily
report on Khe Sanh,

"Gravel munitions, " in para. 7, are
the small anti-personnel mines developed

for the barrier, /
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THE JOINT CHIEFS OF STAFF
WASHINGTON, D.C. 20301 , 1\1 a

CM-2968-68
5 February 1968

D LASSIFIED
Authority MNCS _20-3- 78

Subject: Situation in the Khe Sanh Area By,A.%Q_)__, NARS, Date..j__"_/é;z_?

MEMORANDUM FOR THE PRESIDENT

1. At the present time, the situation in the Khe Sanh area is quiet,
No enemy contacts have been reported in the area since the attack on
Hill 86l ended yesterday at 6:25 PM EST, the details of which are
described in the succeeding paragraphs.

2. At 3:00 PM EST yesterday, the Khe Sanh combat base bhegan
receiving heavy concentrations of enemy rocket, artillery and mortar
fire. Twenty minutes later a force of from 2060-t0 300 enemy; sup-
ported with rocket and mm;tar fire, launched a ground attack against
the US Marine company pos:Ltlon on Hill 861, three and one-half miles
northwest of the Khe Sanh airstrip. As the fighting grew in intensity,
the Khe Sanh combat base provlded a.rtlllery support, which includgd
the delwery of chermcal munltlons (CS tear cras) on |} the c,nemy 2 At
420" PMEST & small gToup of the enemy suc'cgéaed in penetrating the
defensive wire on the perimeter of the position, but the Marine defenders
held their positions and drove the enemy off. Approximately thirty
minutes later the enemy resumed the assault on Hill 861 while continuing
to deliver mortar fire on the Khe Sanh combat base. Ann*ommd.tely one;
bhotr latér the mortar fire on the Khe Sanh bage ended. and the. attaqk on,
Hill 861 began to diminish iz intensity" At 6:25 PM EST all action had
ended and the Khe Sanh alrstrxp wasg open. In the attack on Hill 861, the
gnemy lost approximately 108 killeds eight of the dead were found inside
the perimeter and numerous enemy dead were hanging from the barbed
wire on the perimeter of the Marine company position. IS Mariné
L£3sTRlties, all from the company on Hill 861, were placed. at_seven:
killed:and 42 wounded. Marine units in the Khe Sanh area expended a
total of 2, 800.roundsicf . various calibre artileryand-mortar rounds iz
regponse to-enecray.shelling of the Khe.Sanh:base and surrounding areas
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3. Yesterday, US Air Force B- 52 . bombers flew: ABlSortics ragainst
enemy targets in the Khe Sanh/DMZ area. This brings the total number
of B-52 sorties flown in that area since:15:January: 1968 to 566 with
Bpproximately 16,980 tons of bombs _delivered on the'enemy.“In these
&trikes. a total of 426 secondaly e:xplosmns have been observed.

4 US tactical aircraft flew 216 strlkgwsprtles Ain” support ‘of 'US
94 us’ Marme Corps, and 43 US Navy) Bomb da.mage assessment of
the foregoing sorties included three structures destroyed, seven
bunkers destroyed and three secondary explosions. Weather prevented
complete bomb darnage assessment.

5. Air landed resupply during the period amiduhted to 128 tons.

6. No COFRAM was used during the period; however, these
munitions are available and will be consgsidered for use at the appropriate
time. '

7. General Westmoreland told me this morning at 9:30 AM EST

that gravel ‘munitions were, emplaced yesterday in areas nort,hmqf Khe
Sanh.” Ty e

8. The weather observation at 3:00 AM EST today in the Khe Sanh
area reflects cloudy conditions with visibility at 15 -miles. The outlook
for the next 15 hours is cloudy with 16w E‘é‘i‘lwmgs, poor visibility, drizzle
and fog. From 10:00 PM EST today until 7:00.AMEST.tomorrow the:s:

ocutlook is LmBroved cloudy,” but with hlgher ceilings and visibility at
seven miles.

9. Planned operations in support of Khe Sanh:

a. During the next 24-hours, a lotsl-of 45- HE AT ‘Force B-52 =
aircraft are scheglule.d. to bomb six targets ned¥ —the DemilitiFized Zone.
Four of the T:argefé are in the v1c1n1ty of Khe Sanh while two targets
are adjacent to the Demilitarized Zone approximately 20 miles

northeast of Khe Sanh.
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b. For the period ending 11:00 PM EST today, 156.tactical
sorties are planned in the Khe Sanh area. -Some 192 additional
sortles are ava.1lab1e on Cal]. to augment. the planned effort;m.';
" Should the situation T requlre 1t additional sorties up to a.;
theoretical tolal _of 62A.could be diverted, The actual number
Wwhich could be employed depends upon the weather in the area and
the ability to control the strikes, -In addition;therdireraft,

gearrier KITTY HAWK has been alertedu_go_wpr_gylde; additional. close.

“air SUpport when requested

10. Enemy units in contact are unknown at this time, but it is

‘dbelieved.that the 95C -Regiment is targeted on Hills 88l;and 861 and the-~

101st Regiment on Khe- Sanhi~ The exact location of other enemy units
believed to be in the area is unknown.

EARLE G. WHEELER

Chairman
Joint Chiefs of Staff
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Tuesday, February 6, 1968
9:50 a, m, ‘ (O
(ee'l 3 oa
Herewith Gen, Wheeler's daily Khe Sanh

summary.

The handwritten note on Abrams' assess~
ment is encouraging.

In fact, there are now two solid conclusions:

the people didn't rise;
the government and the South Vietnamese

functioned under maximum surprise,

shock, and strain,
W.{Rﬁstow

DESLASSIZIED

L

Autherity QCS 1032 - 7%_
By . ﬁ..._____ ARG J Date_s 3 "/, é._ __7,12

-

CM-2970-68
6 February 1968
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THE JOINT CHIEFS OF STAFF
WASHINGTON, D.C. 20301

‘ CM-2970-68
THE JOINT STARF 6 February 1968
MEMORANDUM FOR THE PRESIDENT _ DECLASZIFIED

. -3.-28 L2
Subject: Situation in the Khe Sanh AreaAﬂﬂm§“’:ms e

AT Pain 3 =l
By A, NARE, D3 =f 7

1. There have been no major enemy contacts reported in the
Khe Sanh area since the enemy attack on Hill 861. An updated
report on US Marine casualties during the attack on Hill 861
shows 14 killed and 32 wounded.

2, Marine units in the Khe Sanh area received sporadic small
arms and mortar fire. The enemy fire increased as supply
missions to the outlying outposts and Hill 861 were conducted.
However, there were no reports of casualties during the period.
Marine units in the Khe Sanh area expended a total of 7,788
rounds of various caliber artillery and mortar ammunition in
response to the sporadic harassment fire by the enemy forces.

3. During the past 24 hours, US Air Force B-5Z bombers flew
55 sorties against enemy targets in the Khe Sanh/DMZ area. On
4 February (5 February South Vietnam time), 33 B-52 sorties,
not previously reported, were flown against enemy targets in
the Khe Sanh/DMZ area. The B-52Z sorties flown in that area
since 15 January 1968 now total 654, with approximately 19,000
tons of bombs delivered on the enemy.

4. US tactical aircraft flew 213 strike sorties in support
of US Marine units at Khe Sanh during the past 24 hours (88 US
Air Force, 90 US Navy, 35 US Marine Corps). Bomb damage assess-
ment of the foregoing sorties included fifteen bunkers destroyed,
seven gun positions destroyed, three trucks destroyed, three
secondary fires, and one secondary explosion.

5. Air landed resupply during the period amounted to 214
tons. :

6. No COFRAM was used during the period.

7. The weather observation at 3:00 AM EST (4:00 PM, 6 Feb,
South Vietnam time) today in the XKhe Sanh area reflects cloudy
conditions with visibility at 10 miles., The outlook for the
next 14 hours is c¢loudy with low ceilings, poor visibility,

! /__of 0opies
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drizzle and fog. From 9:00 PM EST, 6 Feb (10:00 AM, 7 Feb,
South Vietnam time) until 7:00 AM EST, 7 Feb (8:00 PM, 7 Feb,
South Vietnam time) the outlook is improved: cloudy, but with
higher ceilings, and visibility at seven miles, with occasional
light showers.

8. Planned operations in support of Khe Sanh:

a. During the next 24 hours, a total of 33 US Air Force
B-52 aircraft are scheduled to bomb five targets near the
Demilitarized Zone. Two of the targets are in the vicinity of
Khe Sanh, two targets are near the Laotian border approximately
10 miles southwest of Khe Sanh, and one target is adjacent to

the Demilitarized Zone approximately 20 miles northeast of Khe
Sanh, :

b. For the period ending 11:00 PM EST today (12:00 Noon,
7 Peb, South Vietnam time), 175 tactical sorties are planned in
the Khe Sanh area. One hundred thirty-four additional sorties

are available on call to augment the planned effort. Should the

situation require it, additional sorties up to a theoretical
total of 646 could be diverted into the area.

9. There have been no changes reported in enemy troop disposi-

tions in the Xhe Sanh area.
EARLE G, WHEELER

Chairman
Joint Chiefs of Staff
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TO GEN WHEELER CJCS . 3
INFO ADM SHARP CINCPAC By 20 NaLS, Date I/~ 34477
A¥MB BUNXEZR SAIGON |
rAx I
" Bee@eeE=- AC 01666 LYES ONLY
5UBJs DAILY REPORT ON KHE SANH/DUZ SITUATION
THIS IS XY INMITIAL REPLY TO YOUR REQUEST FOR A SUMUARY
OF ACTIVITY IN THE KHE SANH/DHZ AREA. THE PERIOD COVERZD IS 041200H
TO 051200H FEB 63: -
DURING THE INITIAL 17 HOURS OF THE PERIOD. KHE SaNH COMBAT
BASE AND MARINE UNITS IN THE SCOTLAND AREA REPORTED A TOTAL
OF APPROXIXATELY SIX ROUUDS OF ROCKET FIRE AND 70 ROUNDS OF MORTAR
FIRE RESULTING IN THRZIE USHC WIA EVAGUATED. AN ARTILLERY MISSICN WAS
FIRED RESULTING I¥ A REPORTED 10 NVA XIA. IN ADDITION, AT 050400H,
KHE SANH CO#3AT BASE 3EGAN RECEIVING ROCKETS, ARTY AMD MORTAR
FIRE 4MD AT 050400H MARINES ON HILL 861, NV OF KHE SANH, CANE UNDER
GROUND ATTACK BY AN ESTIMATED 200 ENEMY (BN MINUS) USING BANGALORE
TORPEDOES, SATCHEL CHARGES AND MORTARS. THE MORTAR ATTACK ON KHE
SANH CO43AT BASE TERAINATED AT O630M BUT RESUAED AGAIN AT L100H,
‘THE GROUND ATTACK ON HILL 8S1 HaD DIMINISHED AT 06454, wITH INITIAL
CASUALTY REPORTS LISTING AN ESTIMATED 100 ENEMY XIA 4ND FRIZNDLY LO3SES
OF SEVEM KIA AND 24 IA EVACUATED. DURING THE PERIOD, 39 B-32'S Rad
SIX STRIKES DELIVERING 975 TONS OF ORDNANCE IN SUPPORT OF THE KHE
SaNH CO43AT BASE aND THE SCOTLAND AREA. _ -
MARINE U4ITS IN THE KHE SANH AREA EXPENDED A TOTAL OF 2819 |
ROUNDS OF VARIOUS CALISER ARTY/MNORTAR IN RESPONSE TO THEL ENENY SHELLING
OF THE XAZ SadH COMBAT BASE aND ENVIRONS, THE MARIVE AIRCRAFT WING
FLEY 94 SORTIZS IN SUPPORT OF THE THIRD MARINT DIVISION DURING THE
PERIOD. 81 CF THE SORTIZS WERZ TPR'S IN DIRECT SUPPORT, 13 SORTIES
TRE It CLOSE SUPPORT, 5043 DANAGE ASSESSHINT OF THE FOREGOING
SRTIES INCLUDED THREE STRUCTURES DESTAOYED, SEZVEJ BUNKERS
DESTROYZD, A#D THREZ SECONDARY EXPLOSIONS. WEATHEIR COHDITIONS
PREVENTED A CO#PLETE 30M3 DA¥AGE ASSISSUIuT. 43 OF THE TOTAL SORTIZS
FLOWN, DELIVERING & TOTAL OF 100.7 TOH3 OF ORDNAJCE, WERE FLOWN IN

QIIPP!’\QT AT THE TMMENTATE VUD Salll alTa (ML AATET &S L sbrasmesssa o o=
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éggLE THE USH FLEY 43 SORTIES. TOTAL TACTICAL SCRTIZS FLOYWN WERE }
AIRLANDED RESUPPLY DURING THE PERIOD AMOUNTED TO 128 TONS.
NO COFRAY WAS USED DURING THE PERIOD.
FOR THE NEXT 24 HOUR PERIOD, F¥aw PLANS 350 STRIXE SORTIZS
IN THE KHE SANH AREA I DIRECT SUPPORT OF THE 268TH MARINES.
THESE SORTIES WILL BE FLOWN THROUGHOUT THE 24 HOUR PERIOD ANWD . ’
‘CONSIST OF A VARIZITY OF QRDNANCE. _

AN ADDITIOHAL 12 STRIKES SORTIES WILL BE AVAILABLE O HOT PaD \
ALERT FOR SCRAM3BLE AS REQUIRED. DUE TO DAMAGE SUSTAINZD BY HARINE (
AIRCRAFT ON GROUWD DURING RECENT ROCKET ATTACK ON CHU LAI, THIRE
HAS BEEN A REDUCTION IN AVAILABLE MARINE AIR SORTIES. FIFTY EIGHT
TTH AF STRIKYS SORTIES ARE PLANNED TC AUGHMENT THE FMaY EFFORT IN
THE VICINITY OF KHE SAaNH COM3AT BASE., THE USN WILL FLY 48 SQRTIES,

'FIVE ARC LIGHT STRIXKES WILL BE FLOYN FOR THE 5 -& FEB PERICD.

THERE ARE CURREWNTLY 32 ADDITIONAL AF TACTICAL SUPPORT AIRCRAFT O

CaLL IN SUPPORT OF XHE 3ANH WHICH COULD PRODUCE 180 SORTIES IN

4 24 HOUR PERIOD. SHOULD THE SITUATION REGQUIRE, ADDITIONAL SCRITES

COULD BE DIVERTZD UP TO A THEORETICAL TOTAL QF $§23, THE WUMBER THAT
COULD BE EZUPLOYED WOULD DEPE:D UPON THE WEATHER AND OUR ABILITY TO
CONTROL THE STRIKES, o .

ENEMY UNITS IN CONTACT ARE UNKMOWH AT THIS TIMNE, BUT WE
BELIEVE THAT THE S5C REGT IS TARGETED ON HILLS 3881 AHD 861 aND

THE 101ST REGT ON KHE SANH. THE EXACT LOCATIGN OF OTHER ENEMY UNITS
PTLIEVED TO BE IN THE AREA IS UNKNOWN.

S50 NOTE: DELIVER IMMEDIATELY. CAS "PASS TO MR CHILLEWI” FOR
AMB BUNKER, :
650
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SE-CR—FF- MaC 31895 ZYES ONLY e g

THIS IS THE SECOMD REPORT ON THE KHE SadNH ARZA AVD COVVERS THE to
PERIOD @51202T TO 281282 FLBRUARY 1933,

DURING THIS PERIOD THT KHE SaNH COWRAT Bach aND MARINT UMITS
IN THE SCOTLAMD ARZA COMTIMUED TO RECEIVY SPCRADIC SMALL ARMS aNDD
ORTAR FIRE. THT ENEMY FIRE IMCREASED A4S SUPPLY MISSIOHNS TO THE OnT-
LYING OP'S aND HILL 881 WERT COMDUCTED, HOWEVER, THERT WIRT N0 REFPCRTS
OF CAaSyUALTIFS DURING THE PERIOD, MARINE UNITS IN THE XHZ Salid aREA
EXPEMDED A TOTAL OF 7788 ROUNDS OF VARIOUS CALIBEZR ARTILLTRY AMD
MORTAR AMIIMITION IV RETSPONST TO THE SPORADIC HARASSHEMNT FIRID 3Y THT
ENEMY FORCES, MO COFRaY WAS USED, DURING THE PERICD, 43 3-52 AIRCRAFT
ADE FIVE STRIKES IN THE NIAGARA AREA, AIR SUPPCRT IN THE XHE SalH
(NIAGARA) AREA wAS PROVIDED BY 35 1SMM SORTING, S8 USAT SCRTITS aMd
93 SN SORTIES FOR A TOTAL OF 213 TaCTICAL SORTIES., ALTEOIEH COMPLETE
BOMR DAMAGE aSSESSHENT WAS PREVEANTID BY ADVERSE WEATHER, THZ FOLLOY-
ING WASIREPORTZID: ONE 8SUCONDARY EXPLOSIOM, THREE SECONDARY FIRET, CTVEM
GUN POSITIOMNS DESTROYED, THREE TRUCKS DEZSTROYED, aMD 15 BI'®XERS
DESTROYED.

AIR RESYUPPLY WwAS EFFECTED IM THE ¥HE SANH ARTa DURING THE PEZJIOD
wITH THE DELIVERY (AIRLANDED) OF 214 SHORT TONS.

FOR THZ PERIOD 2612297 TO 27122%H FEBRUARY, THET MaRINT AIR WING
PLAUS TO FLY &9 TACTIZAL aIP SORTIES IM SUPPCRT OF THE ¥HT Sa’H ARTa
WHILE AN ADDITIOMaL 14 AIRCRAFT WILL BZI OM CaLL DURING THT PERIOD,

USAF SORTIES PLANMNED FOR THE NEXT PERICD IN NIAGARA AMOINT TC 54, WHIWE

THE us¥ wILL FLY 52 SORTIES, FOR 4 GRAND TOTAL OF 175 PLAMMED SORTIES,

THE 0SaF wILL HAVE 122 SORTISS OM Calll FOR THE NIAGARA AREA, 8LS3,

AN ADDITIONAL 39§ USaf SORTIRS AND 254 uf SORTITS COULD 2T DIVERTID

INTO THE XHE SaHH aREaA, FOR A THEORITICAL TOTAL OF $§48 aADDITICHAL

SORTIRES,. THIRTY-SIX ARC LIGHT STRIXES ARE SCHEDULED IN THT MIAGARA
EMEMY UNIT IDENTIFICATIONS REMAIM THT SAME AS REPORTED YESTIRDAY,

. AND THE THREAT TO KHE SaNH REMAINS 1NCHANGED,

'GP=-4 '
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THE JOINT CHIEFS OF STAFF
WASHINGTON, D. C. 20301

DECLASSIFIED | 3E”L
. ‘ ATDE Tyt S =l G- 7 i
By <@ NARS, Date3262 77 7 February 1968
e i 1 R 2

MEMORANDUM FOR THE PRESIDENT

Subject: Situation in the Khe Sanh Area

1. The-enemy hastrcrnewsd his efforts - ACAITEt USand: South
yletnawese,fgrcegwln gheKhe:Sanh, . Lang. VEL area, During
the early morning hours yesterday (approximately 3:00 PM on
6 February, South Vietnam time) the Khe Sanh Conbat Base and
US Marine units in the surrounding area received S8.rounds
of mixed mo*tdn‘fgre ‘and an-- unaeternlned number: of -rockets

ﬁ}esultlng in five US Marines wounded, At 11:45 AM EST yester-

day (12:45 AM oii”7 February, ‘South Vietnam time), the Khe Sanh
Combat Base began receiving a heavy volume .of .rocket -and:
mortar fire, . At approximately the same time, the  Lang Yei. .
SpeClal Forces Lamp came under a heavy ground. attack by an
Estinated enemy infantry company supported by nine srmored
vehicles.believed .to be Soviet..PT~-76. Amphibious. Tanks  (des-
cription attached). By 1:50 PM EST (2:50 AM on 7 Februar},
South Vietnam time) five af the tanks were reported to have:
been damaged or destroyéed, ‘The attacking enemy also directed
heavy supportlng mortar and artillery ere on the Lang Vel
defenses, and an aerial observer. saw _the enemy.émploying
flame- thronels in_the asSault on Lang Vei. Despite poor
weathé¥ conditions US tnCth&lmaerraIt.pr0V1ded continual
close air support during the heavy fighting and the Khe Sanh
Combat Base delivered a large volume of supporting artillery
fire throughout the battle. The supporting flre 1ncluded 28
rounds of 105-mm COFRAM ammunition,but, [ DSLTepor.
££ig;t1venubs has.begn:received,.. The intensity of the flght-
ing began to diminish at 10:00° P\[ "EST last nlght (11:00 AM on
7 February, Scuth Vietnam time). US tactical aircraft contin-
ued to strike enemy concentrations throughout the Khe Sanh -
Lang Vei area durlng the day (7 February, South Vietnam time).
A.rezcticn.ferce was “em-Toute tol L1Pc-§el=at -3 30 AM-EST=this -
mgxnln&,(d 30~PM-- onmv~PebruarvTWSoﬁth“Vletﬁam ‘time] Latest
reports indicate fighting still prevails, but on a llmited
scale. There are no reports as yet of the exact extent of
enemy or friendly casualties, but a preliminary report states
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that -16 US Special. Forces:advisors, who_ had, been.wourided,:were
evacuated from. Lang Vei at..2:00 AM EST today £3:00 PM on 7
Februaty;, " Sou'th Vietnam tlme) Fourteen wounded South, Vietnam-
es¢.were.also .evacuated at.the same time.” A preliminary report
"also indicates that all buildings.in.the .Lang Vei camp were
destroyed.. The military population of the Lang Vel Special
Forces Camp included 18 US Army Special Forces advisors, 494:
members. of the Suth.Vietnamese Civilian Irregular Defense-
Group organlzed into.three.companies and_ a mobile strike fecrce,
and 29 other South Vietnamese personnel. The Khe Sanh Combat
Base“¢ontinued to receive enemy fire throughout the night and
early morning hours (South Vietnam time) until it -ceased .comr
pletely at 9:47 PM EST last night (10:47 AM on . 7. February,
South- Vi&tnam” tlme) “The runway at.Khe Sanh .airfield was
cratered, but it was repaired and the airfield was fully opera-
“tional at 9:307 PMTEST last nlght (10.:30 AM on 7 February, South
Vietham “tine) ; “~In~dfcéther action at 9: 40 AM EST yesterday
(10:40 PM on 6 February, South Vietnam time), the US Marine
company on Hill 861 was hit by a light- ground attack from thé
southedst, The’ attack ended about one hour later. The results
of the attack have not ‘Yet been reported,

2. During the past 24 hours, US Air Force B-52 bombers flew
30 sorties.against enemy targets in the Khe Sanh area. The
number of B-52 sorties flown in the Khe Sanh/DMZ area since 15
January 1968 now totals 684 with approximately 19,900 total tons
of bombs delivered on the enemy.

3. US tactical aircraft flew .199.strike .sorties. in-'support
of unlts at Xhe Sanh._during the past 24 hours (83 US Air Force,
“6770S Marine Corps, 49 US Navy). Bomb damage assessment of
the reported air sorties was somewhat hindered by weather, how-
ever, one very.large.explosion and. 15.other. secondary.explo-
51onﬁﬁgg£§ _reported by tactical support aircraft.

PUREER e —— T + st

-

4. During the period, 136-short--tons.of. supplies were
delivered to the Khe Sanh Combat Base by air, over half of
which was amminition.

5. The latest weather observation at 5:00 AM EST (6:00 PM
7 February, South Vietnam time) today in the Khe Sanh area
reflects cloudy conditions with visibility at five miles in
fog., The forecast for the mext 14 hours is cloudy with low
ceilings, poor visibility, drizzle and fog, From 9:00 PM EST,
7 February (10:00 AM, 8 February, South Vietnam time) until
7:00 AM EST, ‘8 February (8:00 PM, 8 February, South Vietnam
time) the outlook is improved: cloudy with intermittent light
rain, higher ceilings and visibility at seven miles.

_cSOESRERET.. 2
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6. Planned operations in support of Khe Sanh:

a. During the next 24 hours, 39 US Air Force B-52 sorties
are scheduled against targets in the Khe Sanh/DMZ area.
Four of'the targets are in the vicinity of Khe Sanh, and one
target is adjacent to the Demilitarized Zone, approximately
$1x miles north-northwest of Camp Carroll.

b. For the period until 11:00 PM EST today (12:00 noon 8
February, South Vietnam time) 152 tactical air sorties are
scheduled into the Khe Sanh area. 16 additional sorties are
available on immediate call to augment the scheduled sorties.
An additional 396 US Air Force and 250 US Navy sorties could
be diverted into the Khe Sanh area, for a total of 646
additional sorties.

7. US:Marine-units:defending the Khe_Sanh area have &:vast
amount of fire support available to..them from_external sources
(16 175-mm guns, all-weather tactical aircraft, armed heli-

-copters, and B-52 bombers). These units:.also _have considerable.
fire power from their own assigned weapons, which, in addition
to a large number of automatic weapons, include 102 mortars
(60~mm, 81-mm, and 4.2 inch), 32 106-mm recoilless rifles, and
24 howitzers (105-mm and 155-mm). Also available are two
vehicles. which mount.feur-—, 50 .caliber-machine-guns (quad 50s)
each and two track-type armored vehicles with two 40-mm guns.
(twin 40s) on é€ach vehicle. "The quad 50s and twin 40s are
dual-purpose and can be wed either for air defense or against
ground targets. In addition, there_are five M48 tanks (90-mm

'guns) and ten light track-type vehicles (ONTOS) on each of which
are mounted six 106-mm recoilless rifles, Because of the sig-

‘piftcant fire power of the units defending Khe Sanh and the
reinforcing fires immediately available from the heavy artillery
east of Khe Sanh along with the supporting strikes of tactical
aircraft, armed helicopters and B-52 bombers which can be de-
livered against the enemy, it is _not considered necessary to
deploy additional supporting weapons- and forces to the Khe Sanh
Combat Base. .Moreover, additional weapons and units within the
"KH&"Sanh defensive perimeter would inordinately increase the
concentration of our resources in a relatively confined area,
correspondingly increasing the risk of losses to enemy fire,
and would add a significant amount of logistic support require-
ments. It is considered preferable to retainm additional fire

.wsupport means for émployment in concert with counter-attacking

. and exploitation forces when they are committed.

ot G Ll

EARLE G. WHEELER"
Chairman
Joint Chiefs of Staff
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O NF D E N T—FAt— FROM MACCOCS
. 5UBJs SPECIAL TELECON (KHE SANH/LANG VEI) (1)

1. SITUATUION AS OF B71208H FEB3: THE ENEMY CONTROLLED THE CANMP
ABOVE GROUND WITH AN UNDETERMINED NUMBER OF CIDG AND AN ESTIMATED 14
ISASF PERSONNEL HOLED UP IN BUNKERS C(UNDERGROUND) .+ ARTILLERY AND
AIR WAS DELIVERED AGAINST THE ENEMY AND AN ELEMENT OF BV 33 BATTALION
ADVISED BY A USASF SGT ATTEMPTED TO PENETRATE THE CAMP TO ASSIST IN’
"4E EXTRACTION OF THE FRIENDLY PERSONNEL ON SITE.

2. AS OF DT1638H FEB: A HELIBORNE RELIEF FORCE LED BY USASF
PERSONNEL FROM THE KHE SANH COMBAT BASE WAS DISPATCHED WITH THE .
MISSION OF JOINING WITH THE BV 33 UNIT IN A RAID ON THE CAMP. GUN- °
SHIPS AND TACTICAL AIR .FROM THE 18T MARINE AIR WING FIRED SUPPRES~
SIVE FIRE ON THE TOC OF THE CAMP IN PREPARATION FGR TKE RAID.

UNDER COVER OF THIS FIRE AND PRIOR TO THE ARRIVaL OF THE RELIEF

FORCE, THE FRIENDLY PERSONNEL ON SITE TOOK ESCAPE AND EVASION ACTION.

: 3. "IHE RELIEF FORCE PUT DOWN AT “OLD" LANG VEI (XD 794357)

AND MOVED OVERLAND TO THE NEW LANG VEI SIXT (XD 786358), ENROUTE

THE RELIEF FORCE ENCOUNTERED 13 OF THE 20 US PERSONNEL WHO WERE

IN THE CAMP AT THE TINME OF THE IWITIAL ATTACK. ONE ADDITIONAL US

PERSONNEL WAS SUBSEQUEINTLY RECOVERED. A TOTAL OF 14 OF 22 US

PERSONNEL WERE RECOVERED. SIX US PERSONNEL REMAIN UWACCOUTIED FORLSINGE
NG REENTRY OF THE T CANPSITE WAS WAKE 8¢ THE RELIEF FORCE, THE EXACT

STATUS OF THESE SIX IS NOT KNOWH.

4, THERE ARE UNCONFIREMED REPORTS THAT APPROXIMATELY 70-100
OF_THE 450 INDIGENOUS FORCES ORGINALLY. IN THE CAMP HAVE BEEN PICKED
UPV AN "ADDITONAL UNKNOWN NUMBER OF THESE,PERSONNEL ARE ASSUMED TQ BE

IN AN ESCAPE AND EVASION STATUS,

-5, THREE DESTROYED TANKS "WERE OBSERVED IN THE AREA CONE IN~

SIDE THE PERIMETER, TWO ON THE ROAD OUTSIDE THE PERIMETER). IT

1S BELIEVED THAT AN ESTIMATED ENEMY COMPANY NOW CONTROLS THE CANP

SITEG

%« THE FOREGOING CONSTITUTES A PRELIMINARY REPORT. FUTHER

JNFORMATION AND REFINEMENT WILL BE PROVIDED aS AVAILAELE. _

GP=4 L
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7 February 1968 [~ 7.

By—=tff | NaRs, Dite3= /¢-75

MEMORANDUM FOR_THE PRESIDENT
Subject: Situation in the Khe, Sanh Area

1. The enemy has renewed his efforts against US and South

Vietnamnese forces in the Khe Sanh - Lang Vei area. During
the early morning hours yesterday (approximately 3:00 PM on
6 February, South Vietnam time) the Khe Sanh Combat Base and
US Marine units in the surrounding area received 58 rounds
of mixed mortar fire and an undetermined number of rockets
resulting in five US Marines wounded, At 11:45 AM EST yester-
day (12:45 AM on 7 February, South Vietnam time), the Khe Sanh
Cembat Base began receiving a heavy volume of rocket and
mortar fire. At approximately the same time, the Lang Vei
Special Forces Camp came under a heavy ground attack by an
estimated enemy infantry company supported by nine armored
vehicles believed to be Soviet PT-76 Amphibious Tanks (des-
cription attached). By 1:50 PM EST (2:50 AM on 7 February,
South Vietnam time) five of the tanks were reported to have )
been damaged or destroyed., The attacking enemy also directed
heavy supporting mortar and artillery fire on the Lang Vei
defenses, and an aerial observer saw the enemy employing
flame~throwers in the assault on Lang Vei. Despite poor

- weather conditions US tactical aircraft provided continual
close air support during the heavy fighting and the Kne Sanh
Combat Base delivered a large volume of supporting artillery
fire throughout the battle. The supporting fire included 28
rounds of 105-mm COFRAM ammunition,but no report of its
effectiveness has been received. The intensity of the fight-
ing began to diminish at 10:00 PM EST last night (11:00 AM on
7 February, South Vietnam time). US tactical aircraft contin-
ued to strike enemy concentrations throughout the Khe Sanh -
Lang Vei area during the day (7 February, South Vietnam time).
A reaction force was en route to Lang Vei at 3:30 AM EST this
morning (4:30 PM on 7 February, South Vietnam time). Latest
reports indicate fighting still prevails, but on a limited
scale. There are no reports as yet of the exact extent of
enemy or friendly casualties, but a preliminary report states
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that 16 US Special Forces adv1sors, who had been wounded, were
evacuated from Lang Vei at 2:00 AM EST today (3:00 PM on 7
February, South Vietrnam time). Fourteen wounded South Vietnam-
ese were also evacuated at the same time. 'A preliminary report
also indicates that all buildings in the Lang Vei camp were
destroyed. The military population of the Lang Vei Special
‘Forces Camp included 18 US Army Special Forces advisors, 494
members of the Suth Vietnamese Civilian Irregular Defense
Group organized into three companies and a mobile strike force,
and 29 other South Vietnamese personnel. The Khe Sanh Combat
Base continued to receive enemy fire throughout the night and
early morning hours (South Vietnam time) until it ceased con-
pletely at 9:47 PM EST last night (10:47 AM on 7 February,

- South Vietnam time). The runway at Khe Sanh airfield was
cratered, but it was repaired and the airfield was fully opera-
tional at 9:30 PM EST last night (10:30 AM on 7 February, South
Vietnam time). In another action at 9:40 AM EST yesterday
(10:40 PM on 6 February, South Vietnam time), the US Marine
company on Hill 861 was hit by a light ground attack from the
southeast. The attack ended about one hour later. The results
of the attack have not yet been reported.

Durlnﬂ the past 24 hours, US Air Force B-52 bombers flew
aO sortles agalnst enemy targets in the Khe Sanh area. The
number of. B 52 sorties flown in the Khe Sanh/DMZ area since 15
January 1968 now totals 684 with approx1mate1y 19, 900 total tons
of bombs delivered on the enemy .

3. us tactlcal alrcraft flew 199 strike sorties in support
of units at Khe Sanh during the past 24 hours (83 US Air Force,
67 US Marine Corps, 49 US Navy). Bomb damage assessment of
the reported air sorties was somewhat hindered by weather, how-

‘ever, one very large explosion and 15 other secondary explo-
sions were reported by tactical support aircraft.

4, During the period, 136 short tons of supplies were
delivered to the Khe Sanh Combat Base by alr, over half of
which was ammunition. . :

S. The latest weather observation at 5:00 AM EST (6:00 PM
7 February, South Vietnam time) today in the Khe Sanh area
reflects cloudy conditions with visibility at five miles in
fog. The forecast for the mxt 14 hours is cloudy with low
ceilings, poor visibility, drizzle and fog. From 9:00 PM EST,
7 February (10:00 AM, 8 February, South Vietnam time) until
7:00 AM EST, 8 February (8:00 PM, 8 February, South Vietnam
tine) the outlook is improved: cloudy with intermittent light -

" rain, higher ceilings and visibility at seven miles. '
» -
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6. Planned operatioﬁs in support of Khe Sanh:

a. During the next 24 hours, 39 US Air Force B-52 sorties
are scheduled against targets in the Khe Sanh/DMZ area.
Four of the targets are in the vicinity of Khe Sanh, and one
; target is adjacent to the Demilitarized Zone, approximately
six miles north-northwest of Camp Carroll. ,

b. For the period until 11:00° PM EST today (12:00 noon 8§
February, South Vietnam time) 152 .tactical air sorties are
scheduled into the Khe Sanh area, 16 additional sorties are
available on immediate call to augment the scheduled sorties.
An additional 396 US Air Force and 250 US Navy sorties could
be diverted into the Khe Sanh area, for a total of 646
additional sorties. :

7. US Marine units defending the Khe Sanh area have a vast
aniount of fire support available to them from external sources
(16 175-mm guns, all-weather tactical aircraft, armed heli-
copters, and B-52 bombers). These units also have considerabie
fire power from their own assigned weapons, which, in addition
to a large number of automatic weapons, include 102 mortars
(60-mm, 8l-mm, and 4.2 inch), 32 106-mm recoilless rifles, and
24 howitzers (105-mm and 155-mm}. Also available are two
vehicles which mount four .50 caliber machine guns (quad 50s)
each and two track-type armored vehicles with two 40-mm guns
(twin 40s) on each vehicle. The quad 50s and twin 40s are
dual-purpose and can be wed either for air defense or against

. ground targets. In addition, there are five M48 tanks (90-mm
guns) and ten light track-type vehicles (ONTOS) on each of which
are mounted six 106-mm recoilless rifles. Because of the sig-
nificant fire power of the units defending Khe Sanh and the
reinforcing fires immediately available from the heavy artillery
east of Khe Sanh along with the supporting strikes of tactical
aircraft, armed helicopters and B-52 bombers which can be de-
livered against the enemy, it is not considered necessary to
deploy additional supporting weapons and forces to the Khe Sanh
Combat Base. Moreover, additional weapons and units within the
Khe Sanh defensive perimeter would inordinately increase the
concentration of our resources in a relatively confined area,
correspondingly increasing the risk of losses to enemy fire,
and would .add a significant amount of logistic support require-
ments. It is considered preferable to retain additional fire
support means for employment in concert with counter-attacking
and exploitation forces when they are committed.

G Gl

.7 EARLE G. WHEELER |
. ..~  Chairman ..
o : ~ Joint Chiefs of Staff

Y LY LIBAARY




AATTE A ST
N Auiivia g ;
P /TnAT ADTA
“;./ "’J’J:IZ FMEuL -
o B
70600 EST
\
o
I'ﬁ"f N A"‘Vl
| 17
col

@GO LINK

QCON THIEN

!
N -
s 14
457 45'
1.
i ‘aroune Brrack . eKHE SANH
3 - oEilas EST‘ 5} B \ v -
; I S ANG' .
e ~<:} \7 - VELT AR T R Ry Mcm.
‘ : ‘ - ‘-.,‘ .&.ROCKE? Fide
080540f nap
N ¥ .
16° : Else
30"} T
.

552 STRIKE
hs cso G0 TO 070600 ES
(3C SORTIES)

4 - :
{ lcéiso’ 106%45
15 cal Mil PG
T b i of TN SEMILITARIZED ZONE, VIETNAM  VSC75015 3
7-87 Printad by Army Map Servie
- X

OISV LA LIRRARY




) THE WHITE HousE
") WASHINGTON

-

February 8, 1968
Mr. President:

Herewith Westy reports minor
operations at Khe Sanh.

Weather operational for both resupply
and tactical air support.

gﬁ'?ﬁ’.@)stow
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Thursday, February 8, 1968 3.

. o et e i it -

Following is the text of a cable sent by General Westmoreland
at 5:22 AM this morning.

This is the fourth report on the Khe Sanh area and covers the
period from midnight EST February 7 to midnight EST February 8.

During this period the Khe Sanh combat base continued to.receive §poradic
:shelling from mortar-and rockets throughout the afternoon and night.

By 3:00am February 7 thirty two persons had been helilifted from

-the Lang Vei special forces camp, including 14 Americans, Three
hellcopters received enemy fire in the extraction resulting in one

pilot being wounded. Three enemy tanks are reported to have been
destroyed in the Lang Vei area.

At 4:25 pm the Marine outpost southwest of Khe Sanh started receiving
rocket and mortar fire, followed by a ground attack. The attack
continued until 5:45 pm. The enemy penetrated the wire of the

platoon outpost but was repulsed _The enemy broke contact by
6:30 pm., 7

At 8:00 pm a Marine reinforcing element moved into position at the
outpost. The position continued to receive sporadic incoming fire
throughout the morning (last evining Washington time). The enemy
fire was returned but with unknown results. During the period

gne Marine was reported killed, and two Marines were wounded and
evacuated, -

At 10:45 pm EST an air observer reported four enemy tanks southwest
of Khe Sanh. Air strikes were run and it is believed that two of the
tanks were disabled, An air observer also reported siting 20 vehicles
moving in a westerly direction five kilometers west of Lang Vei., Air
strikes were conducted with unknown results.

During the period Marine tactical air flew 44 sorties in support of the
area, the Air Force flew 98 sorties, the Navy 37, for a total of 179
sorties. Four Arc Light strikes (35 sorties} were flown against targets
inthe N1acrara. area., Reported bomb damage assessment as the result
of the Arc Light strikes included three-secondary fires and numerous
secondary explosions.-

The logistics status remains satisfactory in the Khe Sanh area. Airlift
resupply provided 127 sho#t tons of supplies, ‘94 tons of which was
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ammunition. Individual combat »rations were Increased from 18-
to 26 days. |

No COFRAM type ammunition was expended during this peridd.

For the period encompassing the 24-hours of February 8 EST,
seven Arc Light strikes (45 sorties) will be flown in the Niagara
area. Tactical sorties inculde 44 Marine, 48 Air Force, and

52 Navy, for a total of 144 sorties. The Marines will have 16
aircraft on call for the Khe Sanh area while the Air Force will have
120 sorties on alert. Additional sorties that could theoretically

be diverted into the Khe Sanh area total 406 Air Force, 250 Navy,
for a grand total of 656.

Enemy unit identifications in the Khe Sanh area remain the same as
previously reported.

The weather on the afteznoon of February 7 was marginal for

ﬂj’lﬁc with a ce‘thng of 1,500 feet. The period from 7:00 am to

7:00 pm was poor with low ceilings and visibility as low as one third
to one half miles in fog. Weather conditions improved to marginal at
7:00 pm, with ceilings of 2, 000 feet and good visibility,

The forecast is for marginal to good conditions in the afternoon and:
e;éuhfncr of today; with ceilings varying from 2, 000 to 3, 000 feet. Early
tomorrow the weather will become poor, with low clouds and
visibilities restricted to one quarter to one mile in fog. By morning
the weather should improve again to marginal, with ceilings of

1,500 feet.
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L _ INFO™ “AATION
‘ THE WHITE Hou,

WASHINGTON

2:00 p.m.

&%/ Thursday, February 8, 1968
geris]
Mr. President:

Herewith a supplementary from
Gen, Wheeler on Khe Sanh,

Oy.’}ﬁog. Rostow

. DRCLASGIFIE 3 '
A‘J hority g.ﬂ_.u-_.“ -R.-78 L%
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THE JOINT CHIEFS OF STAFF .
WASHINGTON, D. €. 20301 \po
CM-2972-68 -
8 February 1968

B e e e i g o,

MEMORAN T
DUM FOR THE PRESIDENT DECLASSIFIED

Subject: Situation in the Khe Sanh Area Authority .63 10 -3-748

BB’_#._, NAKRS, Da'{',e__é /67 z_

You have received General Westmoreland's fourth report on
the Khe Sanh area, covering the period through 11:00 PM EST,
7 February 1968. I have received additional information from
General Westmoreland and Admiral Sharp which is reported in
the succeeding paragraphs.

General Westmoreland informed me that he has issued
instructions to General Weyand (Commanding General, II Field
Force ) to arrange for a US unit to be brought into the race
track area of Saigon. This will release Vietnamese troops to
put more pressure on enemy elements in the city. Although
General Westmoreland is reluctant to take this step, he feels that
it is essential to push ARVN to greater action to clean up Saigon.
Additionally, as I told you yesterday, he plans to move a battalion
of the 10lst Airborne Division to Hue/Phu Bai. Also, a Vietnamese
Marine Battalion will be moved to Hue/Phu Bai to replace one of the
depleted Vietnamese airborne battalions in that area. He indicates
that he may follow these deployments with two more Vietnamese
Marine Battalions into that area.

You may be interested to know that, yesterday, as a result of
an ambush of an enemy party by US forces west of Saigon, a North
Vietnamese passport containing a Cambodian visa, stampaed Phnom
Penh, and a baggage claim check from Phnom Penh, were taken from
one of the bodies, The party had a sophisticated radio, believed to be
single sideband. It was reported that this appeared to be a most
important group.
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Regarding the North Vietnamese air threat, Admiral Sharp
has assured me that all concerned have been watching this activity
closely and that all forces have been alerted to this potential
threat. In this regard, air strikes are being conducted daily at
Vinh and Bai Thuong airfields to preclude their being used as
forward staging bases for MIG operations., These airfields are
being seeded with 500 pound bombs with influence fuzes (Mark 36s)
as necessary to harass and disrupt repair operations. Additionally,
fighter cover is being provided for B-52s operating in the DMZ and
Mu Gia Pass areas. A full report on the air threat will be provided
separately as requested by you.

&L Lodd,

EARLE G, WHEELER
Chairman
Joint Chiefs of Staff
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THE JOINT CHIEFS OF STAFF .
WASKINGTON, D. C. 20301 5) ’

CM-2993-68
9 February 1968

MEMORANDUM FOR THE PRESIDENT

Subject: Situation in Vietnam Authority €S f0-3- 74?%

Byt NiRS, Dutn S=/6277

You have received General Westmoreland's fifth report on the
situation in Khe Sanh through 11:00 PM EST, 8 February 1968.
I talked to General Westmoreland at 8:30 AM EST this morning
and obtained some additional information which is contained in
the succeeding paragraphs.

Yesterday was fairly quiet. The enemy appears to be tired.
However, General Westmoreland expects the second cycle of
attacks to begin soon and he has been getting ready for these
attacks.

In Khe Sanh, B-52 and tactical air strikes continue to pound
the area. The weather is marginal in that area and bad along the
coast,

In Hue/Phu Bai, three ARVN Airborne Battalions are down to
the approximate strength of 160 men each. General Westmoreland
is reinforcing with three Vietnamese Marine Battalions - one to be
airlifted into Hue today, one tomorrow, and one the day after. In
addition, one battalion of the 10lst Airborne Division will be
deployed to Hue/Phu Bai tomorrow. A second battalion of the 10lst
will be moved to Hue by landing ships. There have been reports
out of I Corps that the Citadel in Hue has been cleared of enemy;
however, General Westmoreland can neither confirm nor deny
this yet.

TR L5 LIBRARY




The situation in Dalat is clearing up, although there is still
some fighting in the western part of the city. In Saigon, there
have been some skirmishes.

The IV Corps area, according to General Westmoreland, is in
good shape. He is concentrating his Riverine Force at My Tho.

The Provisional Field Army Headquarters, to be called
MACYV Forward, under General Abrams (who continues in his
capacity as Deputy COMUSMACYV) will open tomorrow, to control
all forces generally in the area of the I Corps Tactical Zone. I
previously reported this to you, but the events since TET have
delayed the establishment of this headquarters.

NN RV
- f f; BVARY A .
ile & [_,L/éa‘(:(,ﬁc/
EARLE G. WHEELER

Chairman
Joint Chiefs of Staff

7PV LB LIBRARY




2y
¢

N

INFOF" ‘ATION
THE WHITE Housg

WASHINGTON

L3 Friday; February 9, 1968
\ 9:15 a, m,

Mr, President:

Herewith Wes

ty's latest on Khe
Sanh,

s
WRostow
~SECRET— DECLASSIFIED O
275
Authority 238 18 -2 7;{ £-79
B . NARS, Datem-—:»-—-—:-_ .
. y__’% " :
]
e

THIEY 139 LIBRARY




-
_ v-#:."rFﬂ&R‘E"”f*-w
. - l‘ e m——— 0
N .it.p
- ' e
! . T
: Friday, February 9, 1968 . -

wa

TEXT OF CABLE FROM GENERAL WESTMORELAND

S 'Ihis is the fiith report on the Khe Sa.nh area and covers tha 24 houxr
period of Thursday, February 8, 1968.

During the period the Khe Sanh Cormbat Base and the s surrounding
. aren continued to recelve sporadic mortar, rocket, and harassing small
arms and sniper fire. A total of 21 Marines were killed and 27 were
SRS wounded and evaceated. There were 124 enemy killed, one captured, and
27 individual and 23 crew-~served weapons captured as a result of the
ensmy wortar and ground attack on the Marine Company yesterday morning.

Marine aircraft flew 49 sorties in support of the XKhe Sanh area whils
the Air Force flew 101, and the Navy flew 77, for a total of 227, Ten secondary
_ fires and onz secondary explosion were reported. Three personnel carriers
A and a "tank~like! vehicle were destroyed, and 10 other vehicles were damaged,
- The latter was the action taken against the enemy tanks and vehicles sighted

K = yesterday southwest and west of Khe Sanh,
' Szaven ARC LIGHT strikes (39) sorties were run in the Niagara arca.
s . ¥our of these strikes were in proximity to Khe Sanh, Marine units in the
By prea fired 5543 rounds of moxrtar and artillery armnmunition.

PR The Khe Sanh logistics position continues to improve. A total of 214
short tons of supplies were airlifted in during the period for am increasa of
87 short tons. The bulk of the airlift was the delivexry of 140 short tons of
ammunifion. 41.5 short tons of engineering equipment, including burkarving
mmaterial, and 24 short tons of vehicles wer= also delivered, Airlifc resupply
is being accomplished with Air Force C-130 and C-123 Aircrait and Marine

' " C-130 and CH-53 helicopters., The 26 days of individual combat rations
i reported vesterday was not correct. The revised status of these ratios is 12

days. The armmuniton stocks are adequate, the lowest being U days for the
105 MM howitzers, -No COFRAM type ordnance was used during ths peried.

"u '\g ! {“)/ W.th * m-»rk‘-ﬂm
- e .,......._.-.....-........._-m-——-
e o ) oz -
s Bi en s e /e /7 4

| IO 74-......! L T R

A

-’l ‘ . — ' A ‘ ) UJ‘TTITI""”I (10*3‘;

TIPY L3 LIBRARY




B 0

. .. :‘wﬁ—f?ﬁ:‘”}?:fm?—"“-r -2 -
e ¥For the next period, four ARC LIGHT strikes {27 sorties) will be
i flown in support of Khe Sanh, Marine tactical air plans 44 sorties

~{ndditional 16 cn call), the Air Force plans 74 sorties, and the Navy 5Z,
support of Khe Sanh, for a total of 172 sorties. The Air Force will also
% " havs 128 tactical air soriies on call, and a potential of diverting pre~planned
strikes from other areas for a total of 631 sorties (Air Force 38), Navy 250).

.

There is no new information on enemy identification, strengths, and
tapabilities.

The weather in the Khe Sanh area for the early afternoon of the 8th
February was good but about 2:00 PM it became marginal. Fog formed at
about 8:00 PM making the weather poor for the rest of the night and for the
morning of the 9th. The forecast for the afternoon of the 9th is for marginal
weather. The formation of fog by 8:00 PM will make the rest of the night
poor with improvement to marginal again by noon on the 12th,
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Mr. President:

Herewith Westy's latest on Khe Sanh.
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Saturday, February 10, 1963, 9:15 AM

TEXT O CABLE FROM GENERAL WESTMORELAND

This is the sixth report on the Xhe Sanh area and covers the
24~hour period of February 9, 1968 {Washingion time),

Laring the reporting period the Khe Sanh Combat Base and the
outlying areas continuad to receive sporadic shelling from mortars, with
occasional rocket rounds reported. '

The night of February 9 - 10 was characterized by brief contacts
with exchanges of small arms fire and grenades. At 10:15 AM EST 2
Marine Listening Post about three kilometers northwest of the Khe Sanh Base
received small arms fire and grenades inconjunction with a ground attack by
an estitnated 35 to 40 enemy. The Listening Post withdrew to the company
perimeter and the Marine Company then received seven satchel charges in
the perimeter wire, with two enemy penetrating the outer wire. In the fuce of
the defensz action, the enemy did not press the attack. This action resulted
in two Merines killed and three other receiving minox wounds. The extent
of the anemy casualties is unknown.

) At midnight last night C-130 aircraft received enemy {ire about
two miles southwest of the Khe Sanh airstrip while approaching for a landing.
The aircraft caught fire and was complately destroyed, resulting in two
killed, four critically injured, and three missing.

During this period Marine Tactical Air flew 34 sorties. The
Air Fores flaw 64 sorties, the Navy flew 63, for a total of 163 sorties in the
Khe Sanh Area. The Marine air strikes produced several secondary explesions
whilz the Air Force reported three secondary explosions, four sccondary firas,
and three trucks destroyed. .
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Fhoto reconnaissance obtained confirms the presence of
several PT-T76 tanks in the Lang Vel area. There ware four ARC
LIGHT atrikes (27 sorties) run in the Niagara area in support of the
Khe Sanh Bass and its environs,

Oa February 9 the Ground Control Facility at the Xhe Sanh
was rendered inoperative due to enemy fire. As a result only three
C-130 aircraft were able to resupply with 32 short tons of cargo. Twenty-
two short tons of the resupply was petroleum, oil, and lubricants, and ths
remaining ten short tons were individual combat rations., The level of
stocks of all classes remains adequate, The Ground Control equipment
was back in opzration today., No COFRAM typz ordnance was used during
the pericd. Xor the period midnight Friday to midnight Saturday EST,
there will be six ARC LIGHT strikes {39 sorties) flown in the Niagara
area, Marine tactical air plans 44 sorties in support of Khe Sanh, while
the Air Force has 88 sorties planned, and the Navy has 100 planned, for a
total of 232 sorties. The Air Force has 120 additional sorties on alert.

Thezre is no change in enemy unit identification in the area,

On February 9 the weather was poor in the afterncon with cloud
ceilings of 700 feet and fog. By 4:00 PM the weather conditions began to
deteriorate with zero visibility by 8:00 PM. The weather improved to
raarginal 2arly Saturday morning and there was good visibility. The weather
then ramained marginal the rest of the morning. The forecast for the period
noon Saturday to noon Sunday is for marginal weather to coniinue until about
5:00 PM. At this time the formation of fog will make the weather poor with
i of less then ! mile. Conditions will improve to marginal by 11:00 Ad
zbruary 11 with ceilings of 1200 feet.
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reinforced by three Vietnamese Marine Battalions. Presently,
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. WASHI_NlG'ItON. D. C20301 : ’ L oL _5/,- .
CM-2999-68
10 February 1968
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VIEMORANDUM FOR THE PRESIDENT DECLASSIFIED
Authority J¢s B-3: 26 450,

Byt , NARS, Date3-/6-29

You have received General Westmoreland's sixth report on
the situation in the Khe Sanh area for the period through 11:00 PM
EST, 9 February 1968. I talked to General Westmoreland at 8:00 |
AM EST this morning and obtained the information on the situation
in Vietnam which is contained in the succeeding paragraphs.

Subject: Situation in Vietnam

General Westmoreland assesses the current situation as
similar to that which prevailed in China in 1948, in that the Red
Chinese moved their people into the cities and then besieged the
cities. In this connection, he is continuing his preparations for
an anticipated second cycle of attacks. He is also striving to
reopen the roads, so as to permit the resupply of food. He reports
that there is plenty of rice in Saigon and Danang.

General Westmoreland considers that the enemy may use tanks
in the eastern part of-the DMZ area, and he is sending General
Abrams to talk to the commanders in that area about this potential
threat. General Westmoreland is concerned about the impact a
tank attack might have upon the ARVN units, and accordingly, .
General Momyer is developing plans for the use of Napalm and Z.um
rockets against any tank attack in that area.

The Hue/Phu Baiarea is, as was reported yesterday, being

three-fifths of the city is controlled by South Vietnamese forces;
however, General Westmoreland estimates. that there are some
2,000 Viet Cong st111 in Hue ‘
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There are five battalions of the Americal Division south of
) Danang. There was heavy fighting there yesterday, and it is
L (” . . reported that elements of the 2d North Vietnamese D1v1s:1on are
e ' now pulling back, o

s : - The KC-130 which was destroyed in Khe Sanh was hit on
= landing by a 12. 7 mm machine gun; as the aircraft landed, the.
POL aboard exploded. ' :

The II Corps area was relatively quiet. There is still fighting
in Dalat, but we are making headway there. Elements of the 33d
North Vietnamese Regiment have been located south of Ban Me
Thuot along the river. Kontum is quiet. In Dak To, a lieutenant
who defected from the 174th North Vietnamese Regiment reported
that one~third of his regiment had been killed. In Binh Dinh
Province, the ROK forces have been doing well, killing some 839
members of the 3d North Vietnamese Division in the Qui Nhon area.

. L S
i . S BTG
LT TR SR D N Lo

In Long An Province, 123 enemy were killed and 17 captured,
one of whom was a North Vietnamese from Cambodia - - significantly,
several brand new weapons, of Red Chinese make {still in cosmoline)
o were captured. In the capital, Viet Cong assassins killed eight
1 policemen.

General Westmoreland has intelligence of an expected attack on
Tan Son Nhut tonight, and has made preparations for this.

! ‘ The IV Corps area was also relatively quiet. The Riverine

: Force killed 83 enemy in the My Tho area, where there is an enemy
build-up. General Westmoreland hopes to reopen H1ghway 4 by
Sunday night.

MACY Forward, the Provisional Field Army Headquarters which
I mentioned in my memorandum to you yesterday, has opened. '
General Abrams will operate from that headquarters from time to time.

L Guder

EARLE G. WHEELER
‘Chairman
Joint Chiefs of Staff _
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Mr, President: '
: Herewith Gen. Wheeler's v
supplementary report from Westy,
including the possibility of their
using ground- ~-to-ground missiles on
their tanks.
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THE JOINT CHIEFS OF STAFF . =

. CM-3001-68
11 Februarx 1968

' MEMORANDUM FOR THE PRESIDENT |
DECLASSIFIED

Swhbject: Situation in Vietnam Authority JCS 10-3-28 _42%
Byl  NARS,Date 376> 7

You have received General Westmoreland's seventh report on
{ne situation in the Khe Sanh area for the period through 11:00 PM
EST, 10 February 1968. I talked to General Westmoreland at
8:15 AM EST this morning and obtained the information on the
s itw:tion in Vietnam which is contained in the succeeding para-
qraphs.

As General Westmoreland's report indicated, Khe Sanh airfield
was shelled yesterday. A C-130 aircraft was hit by fragments of a
mortar shell upon landing, damaging its hydraulic system; they may
be able to repair this aircraft tomorrow. General Westmoreland
plans to use C-123 and Caribou aircraft in resupplying Khe Sanh and,
to meet this need, has had General Momyer convert for airlift use
som2 C-~123s used in the defoliation effort.

Sniper fire continued in Hue. The first of the three Vietnamese
Marine Battalions to reinforce in Hue arrived there yesterday; in
addition, elements of a US Marine Battalion were moved in. There
was heavy fighting south of Danang, resulting in 195 enemy killed.
Therve was light contact on the outskirts of Dalat.

The attack on Tan Son Nhut did materialize as General Westmoreland
éxpected, resulting in 196 enemy killed and 170 or so weapons captured.

In the IV Corps area there was light contact in several towns.
A rallier (defector) taken at Khe Sanh gave information on the

Following order of enemy attack: (1) Lang Vei; (2) Con Thien; {3) Khe
€¢enW  He stated also that he had seen near Thanh Hoa several weeks
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ago about 20 missiles mounted on PT-76 Amph1b10us Tank chassis
(the PT-76 was used at Lang Vei). General Westmoreland indicated
these could be FROG missiles (see attachment) and that this could

be the "big surprise” which the Soviet correspondent in Hanoi wrote
about recently. Other possibilities for the "big surprise", in General
Westmoreland's view, could be the use of SA-2 misgsiles near the
DMZ, air strikes in the DMZ area by IL-28s, and MIG attacks against
B-52s. General Westmoreland and his commanders are alert to all of
these possibilities and taking appropriate measures. ‘

In addition, General Westmoreland provided me the following
assessment of South Korean and Australian troops in Vietnam:

"South Korean and Australian forces have aggressively and
professionally fought the enemy wherever and whenever encountered.
In addition to providing very capable defense of their own tactical
areas of responsibility (TAOR) the presence of these allies has
provided us the flexibility for redeployment of our own more
mobile forces to contend with other threat areas. It is also
significant that Highway 1 has remained open through the length
of the Korean TAOR during the current situation. The fact that
the more dramatic events of well coordinated enemy attacks have
bypassed Korean and Australian areas is attributable to an extent
to the emphasis of enemy strategy."

EARLE G, WHEELER

Chairman
Joint Chiefs of Staff

Attachments
FROG Missile
PT-76 Amphibious Tank

TTT A ren, W e g = )
B [ R S

1 T
] At ] 7 R ow il B
»

———

GOPYLBS LIBRARY




N
B 0 [

. -
-4
. -—

THE WHITE Hot e

WASHINGTONMN

February 11, 1968 .
Sunday 11:05 am -

Mr., President:

Here is Gen. Westmoreland's

Figures on thé Khe Sanh
supply situation are
page 2.

morning report,

given on

;§¢*h~uA

Bromley Smith
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Following is the text of'a r*ﬁ_'f“'

hours ending at midnight last night.

- Daring the reporting period the Khe Sanh combat base and the surrounding

srea continued to receive g porgdiv: R RO S Tr ot ke trra ey
w,};ﬁa@mmilefyﬂroﬁﬁa, Between 7: l7 February 10 and noon February 10

units ned brief exchanges of small arms fire and grenades on the western
end of the perimeter and western outposts resulting in three enemy killed.
At T7:15 February 10 a trip flare exposed 14 enemy just west of Khe Sanh
near the wire. An exchange of fire resulted in one epemy killed. At noon
February 10 lights were spotted moving between Hills 861 and 8818, end metallic
noises were heard. Lights and noises were fired on with unknown results.
Tactical air strike runs during the period resuited in four secondary ex-

. plosions.

This is the seventh report on the'u“ﬂﬁ;‘gﬁbarea and coveres a period of 2&— \
|

‘ g o o L
U TS IS S P YL SO, S S

Several enemy encroschments toward friendly positiona and increasing enemy
pressure was noted during the period. TrimeR in the area ofIUIRUSHIRGTINGG

EY

~j February 10, 136Jh£ﬁés Were emplaced Southwest of tne sirfield. A review
of all 106mm recoilless rifle, 3.5 rocket lsunchers, light-antitank weapon,

: and tank positions has been conducted to ensure complete coverage of all

oo likely tank approsches.

Latest information recelved on the Merine C-130 crash which was reported
yesterday reveals that the aircraft is believed to have received 5C-caliber
machine gun fire on its approach. The aircraft was loaded with POL which
caught on fire and burned upon landing resulting in two killed and four
wounded in critical condition and three missing. Search continues for the
missing. During the period a total of 2,985 rounds of various caliber and
types of mortar/artillery was fired in response to enemy efforts in the area.

mm,w STEET R

™ : P - % p ey ..“ ’.': a )

; tiesh ASide from the tactical strikes mentioned there were
‘five additional secondary explosions, 1k secondary fires, U2 enemy killed,
two bridges damaged, and 193 military structures destroyed.

There were

; . M RS N LI R S Rl dnring the period delivering 8
total 975 tons of ordnance in the Niagara aree.

‘ ap 8 G L 6 PG LT e Rl ST R, following the C-l30 crash of
yesterday, and received a total of 53 short tons of supplied, The resupplies
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" represented four of the five classes, class I, rations, excepted. Unfavorable

weather continues to effect alr resupply in the northern highlands; however,
early sortiles were able to land on February 11, without the aid of the ground
control facility. Requisitions received from Khe Sanh on the night of
February 10 are being scheduled for air delivery or air drop on February 1l.

-The Khe Sanh dump or ammo éupply point. status reported as number bf days

on hand on February 1l is as follows: Class I: QETISBRTIGHEYE A RETIA
Class III: Ayiationfusd Josdayvesomdmod, jet fuel, 4 days on hand; motor
fuel, 6 days on hand and diesel fuel, 6 days on hand; Class V: aritnitivg
€0 and: hiphrexdToslee o asyETH REEYy 8lum, 17 days on hand; 90mm, U days
on hand; 4.2 inch sheils, 36 days on hand; 105mm, 10 days on hand and 155mm,
25 days on hand. Class V (firecracker). 105 mm, 5 days on hand; 155mm,

5 days on hand; 4Omm, 5 days on hand and hand grenades, 10 days on hand.

The ammo supply point status of anti-tank ordnance, not including basic loaeds
on position is as follows: 9Omm head, 478 rounds; 66mm rocket, 190 rounds;
M9 mines, 100 mines and 106mm head, 316 rounds. NOTE: Firecracker ammo is
COFRAM.

No COFRAM type ordnance was used during the period.

For the next 24-hour period Marine tactical air plans 4k sorties in support

of Khe Sanh, while the Air Force has 76 scheduled and the Navy hes 100, for

a total of 220 sorties. The Marines will have 16 aircraft on call for additions
runs, and the Air Force will have 120 alert sorties on call. Five Arc Light
strikes (33 sorties) are scheduled in support of the Khe Sanh sree.

The weather for the afternoon of Februasry 10 wes marginal and deteriorated to
poor after noon EST with zero visibility in fog by 3:00 PM EST, February 1O.
Weather conditions continued to be poor through the morning of February 1l.

The forecast for the afterncon of February ll is for marginal weather conditlons
By 8:00 AM EST fog and low clouds will cause poor weather which will last until
10:00 AM EST on the 12th of February. Conditions should improve to marginal
with cloud ceilings increasing to 1,200 feet by mbd-night February 1ll.

Lao personnel evacuated from Khe Senh and now located at Dalang for on-
shipment to Laos, totel 11lk. Four persons remain to be evacuated on Februsry
11, including the BV-33 battallion commander, Arrangements are undervay to
transport the lao persomnel to ultimate destination by Leo aircraft.
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Monday, February 12, 1968

f}\ 8:30 a.m, _' | | ;

\“' Mr. President:

Herewith Westy's daily report on T
Khe Sanh, | S

We will send ui:o shortly a table on o IR f.._,,..
the supply situation. = :

W.v . Rostow

T bt M ST B ekt b ekt + e 3 e

| DECLASSIFIED _
Authonty OS50 10-41-2p _&mu

B a7 77‘

By
f
b
¢
i
J
Sl

|

" GOPY 15 LBRARY.




e
B TIPLES

Monday, February 12, 1968, 8:20 AM

;' TEXT OF CABLE FROM GENERAL WESTMORELAND

This is the e:Lghth report on the Khe Sanh area and covers the

‘ ; 24-hour period of February 11, 1968,

During the period the Khe Sanh Combat Base and the surrounding
area continued to receive heavy enemy shelling by mortars, rockets, and
artillery. By 1:00 AM the shelling had subsided to sporadic incoming and
terminated at 3:00 AM., Early Sunday morning a 122MM rocket impacted
15 feet away from a Air Force C-130 in the process of off-loading troops,
resulting in one killed and four wounded and evacuated. The aircraft was
damanged, but repairs are underway and hopefully it can be flown out today.

A helicopter conducting medical evacuation on Hill 861 received

-small arms fire resulting in one wounded and evacuated.

Two Navy aircraft dropped eight tanks of tear gas on a village
eight kilometers southwest of Khe Sanh and followed with air strikes. No

movement was observed from the village.

For the period there were four Marines killed and eight wounded,
including those mentioned above. Two thousand two hundred and five rounds
of mortar and artillery were fired by friendly forces. Tactical air sorties for

~ the period totalled 258, Marine Tactical Air flew 75 sorties, and reported

one road cut, four secondary fires, and one tank destroyed. The Air Force
and Navy Tactical flew 88 and 95 sorties respectively, reporting six road cuts,
four military structures destroyed, one secondary explosion, eight secondary

- fires, and one bridge dama.ged Five ARC LIGHT stnkes (33 sorties) were

ﬂown in the Niagara area.

Aerial resupply of Khe Sanh increased to 83 short tons on February 1.
Ammunition and engineer bunkering material accounted for 40 and 25 short

- tons respectively. Seventeen short tons of replacement were delivered along

with one short ton of medical supplies. C-123 Aircraft are providing air landed
delivery to the Khe Sanh A:.rf:.eld and air drops from C-130 Aircraft began at 11:00
hkours.

- No .C.OFR.AM Type Ordnance was used during the period.
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For the next 24 hours Marme A1r Plans 44 Tact1ca1 Air Sorties,
' the Air Force will run 74, while the Navy plan 100, for a total of 218
tactical air sorties in support of the Khe Sanh area. Ihave just mstructed :

E Momyer to :.ncrease the above with emphasm 1n the B- 52 rmg

The Marines will ha.ve 16 aircraft on call. The Alr Force will

‘have 120 sorties on call, There will be five ARG LIGH_T strikes (36 sortles)‘

run in the Niagara area.
There is no change in enemy unit identification in the area.

The weather was poor on the afternoon of February 1. Cloud
ceilings were 500 to 700 feet and visibilities were 3 to 5 miles in fog. By

6:00 PM the fog increased and visibility was reduced to 1/16 of a mile. The

weather remained poor all night and through the morning hours. The weather
is forecast to remain poor until about mid-morning on February 13. During
this period cloud cellings will remain 600 feet or lower and visibilities will

be near zero at night. Late on the morning of the 13th weather should improve
to marginal. ' :
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Herewith Westy's Khe Sa.nh daily, plus the
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You will note he plans to move to a daily

air drop of 140 tons,
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. " SIX MARINES WERE WOUNDED AS A RESULT. ELSEWMERE ALONG THE DVY

. LINYRECEIVED 53 ROUNDS OF MIXED CAL 1BER WMORTAR, CAUSING MAJOR
- MIXED VMORYAR AND ROCKETS #WITH NEGATIVE CASUALT IES, FINALLY,
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. 1S NINTH REPORT ON THE KHE SANW AREA AND ST .
THE PERIOD 121200H T0 1312024 FERRUARY 196@,-5§ WO BWERS o - |

DURING THE REPORTING PERICD THE KHE SANH COV3AT BASE |
CCNTIVUED TO REGE IVE ANGOWING ENEVY ARTILLERY, nocxergf'huu .
MO RTARS, A TOTAL OF G5 ROUNDS INPAGTED AT KHE SANH OF WHicH -
55 WERE WORTARS ANOD FIUE EACH ACRE ARTILLERY AND ROOKET ROUADS.”

MODERATE GOVCENTRATIONS FELL UPON MARINE ELEVENTS, MID-AFTEANOOY

BARRAGESJDRO?PED 2” MORTAR ROUNDS ON CAMP CARROLL, 19 AT
: - L -+ I pEctassrEEDT T
i SN % Kuthosity B.O. 11652 SEC. 5(AY &nd (D) -
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CA LU, AND ETGHT ROUNDS AT COM THIEN, ®MILE QON THIEN AND . -
Oh LU HAD NO CASUALTIES, THE INCOMING AT CAMP OARROLL - Do
RESULTEC {N INJURIES TO 13 MARINTS C(NINE WERE MEO-EVACUATED),

FARTHER NORTH, ELEMENTS CF THI 50 VARINES IN THZ VICINITY. OF GIA’

o

INJURIES TO FCUR MARINES, G1A LINH ITSELF RECEIVED 19 ROUNDS OF

LIVA 3T IN OPERATION SAL INE RECEIVED FOUR ROUNUS OF UNKNOwN
UALIBER ARTILLERY, DAUAGE RESULYING FAOW THE 0UAYS SHILL INK wAS
MIN (MAL, AND CASUALTIES WERE LIGHT WITH NO FATALITI(ES RECORDEQ,
éﬂ‘TOThL, 25 MARINES WERE INJURED, 14 OF NHO# REQUIAED MED- |
Vv, : . S T .
oo HALATY, STEL TOMLISGORING AT ITa T K S o
G 1 op e NG, ACTIVITY WAS LIGHT WITH N NTELCAS
GROUNG GOYTACT REPORTED, (RS LISHT, WITH NQ Sienviriean
- MARINE TACTICAL AIR FLEW 65 SORTIES' IN SUPPOAT OF THI wig -
SANH AREA, ¥ITH 16 AIRCRAET ON CALL. USAF FLEW B8 AND uSN v
FLEW &5 SORTIES, TOTAL 258 SORTIES FLOWN. 8DA REPORTS 19 o
'SECOMDARY GHPLOSIONG, %1 STGUNDARY FIRES, 9 MILITARY STRUCTURES
CDESTROYED, 19 ENEMY KBA, 11 TRUCKS DESTROYED, THO %7 CUNS
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SILENGED, Q4% BRIDGE PARTIALLY OESTAOYED, FIVE:QRCLfGHT'- D
CSTRIKES € %6 SORTINS), WERE RUN [N THI MNIAGARA AREA, 1859 c
RQ UNDS OF ASSORTED CALTEER MORTAR AND ARTILLERY VERE FIRGD 1IN

M KNE SANH AND D2 ARIZAS, ' o e
NO GOFRAL TYPE ORONANCE WAS USED, ' e
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- KHE SANH WITH IVPLEMENTATTON PLANS; WEATHER PERMITTING, TO .
g 3}§00$g: lﬂﬁ fﬁﬂgr £?§3R2#}LY¢E“3? 2;153 ASRACAAFT, " AR DEL IVERY -
| =125 AND (tH~B5 ALRCRAFT, 10 € OFFLOADED 0N THE AIRFIELD, &
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1 TAQ  DAYS; AND 153W4 = 21, DCORGASE OF THO DAYS. THERE wAS NO
. CHMIGE IN THE STATUS OF FIRECRACIER OR ANT [=TANK ORONANGE,
3 C FOR THE PERIOD 1512884 TO 1412204 VARINE TACTICAL AR
55 PLANS ltd SUATIES 1N SUPRORT OF KM SANH WITH 16 AIRCRAFT ON CALL, .
oo THE USAF dILL FLY 1A% SORTIES, YHT USN WILL -FLY 133 SORVIES FOR A
Wit TOTAL 292 PLANNED SORTIES, ARC LIGHT WILL RUN FOUR STRIKES '
4 (%3 SORTICS). "IN THIE NIAGARA ARE4, | AR
W . L7 THE WEATHER AT KHE SANK OUNTINUZS TO O CHARACTERIZED BY
oo LOW CLOUDS AND HEAVY NICHT AND VORNING FOG, THI WEATHER FAOV
Wi A2psH TO1738H OGN 12 FESRUARY WAS 582 FOOT CLOUD CEILINGS AND
ca . VISIBILITIES RANGING FROW TWHO TO FOUR MILES IN FOG, THE Fog - \
T3 7. INCREASEQ 8Y 2973M AND THE VISIBILITIES OURING FHE RTST OF THI
1 NIG HY 07 THE 12Y1 AND THROUGH THE MORNING OF THE 15TH RANGED FROW
) ZERN YO ONE-HALF VMILE., THZ WEATHER FORECASTED 'EOK Pz AFTCRNOON
i O F 13 FEBRUARY IS FOR CLOUD CEILINGS TO RAISE Y0 1207 FEET AND
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. MORNING OF 14 FESRUARY, CONDITIONS WILL BEGIN TU IMPROVE AND

N CLOUD CEILINGS wILL RAISE YO 1548 FEET AND VISIZILITIES yiLL 8¢
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Herewith Bus Wheeler's supplementary report
from Westy,

e SR Mr, President:

T e e

e Westy's cheering up a bit,
‘ : ' w.@&ﬁostow
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| 113 February 1968

MEMORANDUM FOR THE PRESIDENT

Subject: Telephone Conversation with Gehéral Westmoreland

1. I conferred by telephone with General Westmoreland at
0800 hours. In addition to the brief of operations attached
hereto and his ninth report on the Khe Sanh area which has
already been provided to you, he provided the following comments
on the situation: :

a. A rallier from the 812th Regiment of the NVA 324B
Division, currently located south of Quang Tri, stated that
enemy propaganda to North Vietnamese troops emphasizes
four points: (1) 80% of South Vietnam has been liberated by
the enemy during the Tet offensive; (2) the war will end if
every rman and unit put forth maximum effort; (3) the
ARYVN is deserting to the enemy in large numbers; (4) the
United States has no more troops to furnish to the South
Vietnamese conflict, : ‘

b. The situation is looking better to him in all areas.
US Marines had a heavy contact during the day near Hue,
and the lst Cavalry Division had a heavy contact north of
Hue. He does not have details of this action as yet.

c. The Soviet model 120 mm mortar was employed
yesterday near Can Tho in the Delta for the first time.

d. Dalat has been cleared of enemy forces.

e. Enemy elements still hang on in the Citadel in Hue.
The third of the three ARVN Marine Battalions which will .
replace the ARVN Airborne Battalions in this action will
move into Hue tomorrow. The gituation in the Hue area was

'DECLASSIFIED
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better today enabling air support to be employed; the
forecast is that the weather will be better tomorrow
also, ' . |

f. In Saigon, small enemy groups continue to be
encountered in Cholon, but there appears to be no
organized resistance. There have been sporadic con-
tacts with enemy groups of 20 to 30 men to the north of
Saigon. |

g. The C-130 which was damaged by enemy fire while
delivering supplies in Khe Sanh has been repaired and
flown out. This was a gallant, dangerous, and tough
effort because the repair crews had to work all night with
lights shielded in order to avoid enemy fire.

h. The Riverine Force moved by water to the vicinity
of Can Tho yesterday afternoon (Saigon time). Its objective
is an enemy force south of Can Tho. He ordered this
deployment in order to demonstrate that US forces are
helping the ARVN in the area because VC propaganda

. directed at the population has stated that US forces
have joined with VC forces to destroy the ARVN and over-
throw the Saigon government.

i. He is employing additional barrier sensors and
gravel in the Khe Sanh area. Preliminary information
indicates that this effort is being helpful. '

2. General Bruce Clarke and Mr. Frank Mayborn of Temple,
Texas, met with General Westmoreland yesterday. Both seemed to
be impressed by what they had seen. '

3. He regrets that I cannot come to Saigon and visit with him
now; he hopes that I can come later when things have quieted down
so that he can discuss the over-all situation with me.

4. General Westmoreland raised with me rather diffidently the
quantity and the detail of reports being requested of him from
Washington. Back channel traffic has been extremely heavy and

GNPY LBJ LIBRARY




duplicative requests for 1nformat1on are frequent A recent reguest
for much detail to be on the wires from his headquarters at 0400
hours in the morning is requiring him to change his reporting cycle
in order to honor the request. He expressed the hope that, except '
for the daily telephone conversations with me, requests for
information can be handled through the NMCC in order to preclude
duplication and reduce volume. Note: The NMCC has constantly
opened and manned at both ends a voice circuit to the MACV Combat
Operations Center as well as a teletype service.

EARLE G. WHEELER

Chairman
Joint Chiefs of Staff
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' TEXT OF CABLE FROM GENERAL WESTMORELAND

: This is the tenth report on the Khe Sanh - DMZ area and covers
the 24-hour period of February 13, 1968. :

During the reporting period Khe Sanh Combat Base and surrounding
areas received over 200 rounds of mixed mortars, artillery and rocket ‘
fire, Neighboring elements at Camp Carroll received 10 rounds of mortar
fire while Marines in the vicinity of A-3 (5 kilometers northeast of Con Thien)
received three consecutive afternoon barrages of 30 rounds of enemy mortar
and 70 rounds of artillery, Seven mortar rounds impacted within the perimeter
at Con Thien., Concluding the day's bombardment, shortly after noon, elements
at Gio Linh received nine rounds of artillery. S

AnougN AREgeAtributed: to- thersHelHnBWRAR il oval; "oHe Maring
-3 and 12 Marines wounded, . b6 of WhEHITFegiired medicalrevicuation.

=i

In Operation Scotland in the Khe Sanh area, a 37th ARVN Ranger
Battalion Patrol encountered a small enemy force at mid-~afternoon, Lilled
5& ATy sand-captured an-82MM regoitless gun. i

Elsewhere in northern I Corps, at 7:45 AM & Maring gmifambashed

20 TRARNOTI Vistnamese. Army Patrol dround:Gia-Linh-and counted. 7.7

North Vietnamese Army bodies and I'detainee resulting from the engagenrent.

[EPRTIEY

Qne_Marine was-kilied,.and one.Marine.was Wounded. -

Other elements along the DMZ reported no significant contact for
the period. Total casualties for the period in the Khe Sanh area were:
friendly, killed 1, wounded 10; enemy, killed 2. Elsewhere along the DMZ
one Marine was killed and three Marines were wounded; nine North Vietnamese
Army were killed. : | S

Magige mireraft-flew 65:sarties insup ¢ SenliaFER the

flew- 63 rtof ek - o
- Arr-Force flew 192 factical air-sorties:in supportefthe.Khe.Saph.area, the
Na f;g}y:_.;s};r_;__,{g.x#a‘-_tatal:of-ﬁ.,o&:smm Bomb Damage Assessment included

. @ secondary explosions lone extremely kargs), 6 artillery positions were

destroyed, 5 artillery positions damaged, there were 2 secondary fires, and

250 meters of trench were destroyed. ARC LIGHT ran 4 strikes (30 sorties}

in the Niagara area in support of Khe Sanh. ' _'
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- KHe Banh was resupplied w;tﬁ’grshdrtﬁtans on’ F&b"‘l‘yarjﬁﬁ

Ramanal=t AL -3

W&AQA amounted to 50-short t tons;® There were 16 short tons of

‘vehicles and 4 short tons of general supphes delivered. In addition,

ViSéplacementsrwererair i “;teg;ni“a"’fthe e-Sanh-Alrfield s

T L T R

Air operations on February 14 began at 9:00 AM with air drops from
C-130 aircraft. Sgfif todag T iome 16 shorl tons have been. alx"&"rpppéd ;
C-123 alrcraft are enroute for air delivery to the airfield. Present
¥Prable foL. alr.reSupply .OpPerations g

For the next 24 hours Marine Tactical Air plans 44 sorties in
support of Khe Sanh, the Air Force will have 150 sorties, and the Navy 100
sorties, for a total oI 294 Bdi‘ftes"‘“fan”ned? There will be 16 additional
Marine alrcraft and 120 Air Force sorties on call for Khe Sanh. There will

" be §1$:::§,_5_2A keg 127, Borties)y ¥ih in the Niagara area.

During the period the weather at Khe Sanh was characterized by low
clouds and heavy night time and morning fog. Until 5:00 PM on February 13
the ceiling was 500 feet and visibility 3 - 7 miles in fog. After 5:00 PM

" the ceiling was 100 feet and the visibility 1/4 mile in fog. Low ceilings and

visibilities continued throughout the remainder of the night and early morning
with an improving trend beginning after 2:00 AM on the 14th. By 9:00 AM the
ceiling had improved to 2, 000 foot overcast with the visibility to 7 miles. By
noon the ceiling was 2,000 foot broken. '

The forecast is for partly cloudy skies and visibility 6 miles by early
afternoon on the 14th. The sky will continue to be party cloudy throughout
the afternoon and evening and continuing through noon on the 15th. The
visibility will continue to be 6 miles throughout the period except lowermg to
5 miles in smoke and haze near sunrise on the 15th.
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Mr. President: Q;,c- " /lj-
Herewith Gen, Wheeler's report
of his daily conversation with

Gen, Westmoreland, .

As you will see, a number of
offensive operations are under way.

| w. Mostow
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THE JOlNTlCHIEFS OF STAFF

CM-3010-68 |
‘14 February 1968

MEMORANDUM FOR THE PRESIDENT

Subject: Telephone Conversation with General Westmoreland

1. Italked to General Westmoreland for some forty minutes
beginning at 0800 hours this morning. In addition to his tenth
report on the Khe Sanh area which you have already received,
and the attachment to this memorandum setting forth combat
operations throughout the country, General Westmoreland reported
several interesting developments:

a. He spent yesterday (last night Washington time)
visiting the I Corps Tactical Zone. He met with General
Lam, Commander I Corps; General Cushman, and other
senior US and ARVN commanders. He also visited the
ARVN 51st Infantry Regiment and the American 7th Marine
Regiment, He says that the ARVN troops have their tails
up; they are proud of themselves because of the way they
defeated the .enemy.

b. General Lam had been marked for assassination
at the outset of the attack on Danang when he was scheduled
to visit a pagoda to pay his respects to his ancestors. Lam
got wind of this, went to another pagoda to worship and
arranged for a force to seize the assassination group.

¢. Lam states that the young VC captured (mostly
NVA) have been propagandized that the South Vietnamese
wouldn't fight and that there would be an uprising; also
that there would be peace in six months under a coalition
government. As a matier of fact, there was no uprising
" and in certain instances some South Vietnamese civilians
actually captured NVA soldiers and turned them over to the

authorities.
DECLASSIFIED

Authority €S /0 <2- 77%&—
By_wt'g2)_, NARS, Date I=6-Z J

ﬁ‘“"'ﬁ o copies

WASHINGTON, D. C. 20301 L S V

E‘ﬂ?\! LBJ UBHARY




. . "
[

-

LT T ST

'rf 3 QApames |

U

4 -)-m'!\-b--.'..i-

d. The attack on Da.na.ng, accordmg to General Lam,
was poorly planned, hastily put together, and not too well
executed. Regional Force and Popular Force units
acquitted themselves well,

_ e. The food situation in Danang is satisfactory. The
‘local citizens have voluntarily donated 600, 000 piasters to
provide assgistance to the homeless,

2. In Hue, the remaining enemy is bottled up in three or four
strong points; they are short of food. The weather is better today
and flyable, and General Westmoreland has ordered General Cushman
to use Napalm on these strong points in order to reduce them. The
people in Hue have been generally cooperative with US and ARVN,
troops; they have voluntarily provided food and water to friendly
forces. The radio station is operating and electricity is available

throughout the town, There was no uprising in Hue.

3. As to ARVN combat effectiveness, General Westmoreland
reports that in the First ARVN Division, which is an excellent
fighting outfit, the lst Regiment has an average strength present
of 420 per battalion; the 2d Regiment an average of 320 per
battalion; the 3d Regiment (which was heavily engaged) has only
about 200 effective per battalion. The Ranger Battalions in I Corps
are in good shape as are the 2d ARVN Division and the 51st ARVN
Regiment. The Vietnamese Joint General Staff is taking extra-
ordinary actions to provide replacements for under-strength un1ts.

4, The elements of the Americal Division,which attacked the
2d NVA Division south of Danang, is still finding additional dead
enemy in the very extensive area over which they fought. West-
moreland still does not have an accurate estimate of the very heavy
losses sustained in that area by the enemy. Parenthetically, he
remarked that he saw 500 POWs being held in a compound at General
Lam's I Corps Headquarters. Lam states that the people are
indignant at the violation of Tet by the VC and the brutality they have
displayed towards civilians and their homes. :
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5. General Abrams has been at Headquarters MACV Forward,
located in the Hue/Phu Bai area, for a couple of days. The '
headquarters has been operational for several days, has a strong
staff, and is prepared to control all military operations north of
the Ai Van Pass, ' |

6. On his return to Saigon late yesterday, after consulting
with Ambassador Bunker, he informed President Thieu, in the
presence of General Vien, of the additional US reinforcements
being sent. Both were very happy to learn of this fact. President
Thieu has agreed to replace General Vinh Loc, Commander II CTZ,

~ this week., Westmoreland has urged, and Thieu has agreed, that

General Thang should assume command of IV CTZ at an early date.

7. Yesterday, near Quang Ngai, a refugee center was over-
run and burned. Casualties and destruction are unknown at this
time. Moreover, there was a contact in this area with the NVA
33rd Regiment resulting in 30 enemy KIA., General Westmoreland
has instructed General Rosson, Commander II FFV, to seek out and
destroy this already battered enemy unit.

8. North of Saigon, an ARVN unit searching for the enemy
made a rather heavy contact in which they killed 70 enemy while
losing four of their own men. ‘

9, The Riverine Force, which, as I reported to you yesterday,
had moved into the Can Tho area in the Delta, had a light contact
with the enemy yesterday. However, they located and captured a
cache of large quantities of ammunition to include rocket and mortar
rounds,

10. The weather opened up briefly in the Mu Gia Pass area and

. a North Vietnamese POL convoy was seen in the open. General

Momyer put 36 tactical air sorties on it, Results not yet known,

~11. The Army Engineer Battalion is wo rking to open Highway 1
through the Ai Van Pass. General Westmoreland believes he can
restore the railroad part way to the north and establish a rail head
from which he can shuttle supplies by truck.
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12. He is moving an Armored Cé,vé.li'-y"Battallion from the

‘II Corps area into the northern I CTZ in order to provide

additional highway security as well as an anti-tank capability in
the Con Thien/Gio Linh area where he anticipates the enemy
may ernploy PT-76 11ght Soviet tanks.

13, General Westmoreland discussed with Ambagsador Bunker
yesterday the establishment of a Tet Assistance Relief Fund (TARF)
to be funded by donations from American troops in South Vietnam,
to provide relief to those unfortunate South Vietnamese who were
made homeless and destitute by the recent enemy attacks. General
Westmoreland considers that this fund will not only create good will
between the people and the US Military Forces, but will help to
establish a good image of the American soldier - that is, that he is
not a cold blooded killer but is compassionate to the unfortunate.
Ambassador Bunker may well query State on this matter in order
to receive guidance of a policy nature.

EARLE G. WHEELER

Chairman
Joint Chiefs of Staff
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S -Mr, President:

They really got some supplies
into Khe Sanh yesterday -- 188 tons,

Lﬁg@w. Rostow
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Thursday, February 15, 1968, 8:45 AM

| TEXT OF CABLE FROM GENERAL WESTMORELAND. .

A 'This is the eleventh report on the Khe Sanh - DMZ area and
covers the 24-hour period of February 14, 1968. '

Significant activity yesterday in the First Corps' continued to
center in northern Quang Tri Province as renewed enemy shelling impacted
at Khe Sanh Combat Base and outlying areas bordering the DMZ,

At Khe Sanh, elements of the 26th Marines received 65 rounds of
mortars and 13 rounds of rocket scattered throughout the day and night.
Friendly casualties for the period amounted to three Marines killed, 10
wounded (nine evacuated). The 2nd Battalion, 4th Marines in the vicinity of
Camp Carroll counted 30 rounds of mortars during mid-day shellings.

' Friendly casualties were one killed, nine wounded (seven evacuated).

" A noontime barrage of 13 rounds of. mortar at Con Thien inflicted no
casualties or damage on the 2nd Battalion, 1lst Marines. Twenty additional

‘mortar rounds fell at'Cl, seven kilometers south of Gio Linh, causing minor

injuries to four ARVN soldiers.

‘Marine aircraft flew 106 tactical air sorties in support of the Khe
Sanh area, the Air Force flew 98 sorties and the Navy flew 39, for a total of
243 tactical air sorties. Bomb Damage included 15 bunkers destroyed, six
anti-aircraft positions destroyed, numerous secondary fires, 10 secondary
explosions, 14 killed by air, one rocket position destroyed. Twenty-one
B-52's flew four ARC LIGHT strikes delivering 525 tons of ordnance in the
Niagara area. . '

Khe Sanh was resupplied with: 188 SEBEIIA¥during the period, with
80 short tons being air dropped from Air Force C-130 aircraft. Nineteen
C-123 and helicopters airlanded the additional 107, 5 short tons. A total of
141 short tons of ammunition and 31 short tons of engineering equipment were
included. '
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For the next 24-hour pefio‘d Marine Tactical Air plans 44 sorties -'
in support of Khe Sanh, the Air Force plans 150, and the Navy 100, for a

© ' total of 294 sorties. Sixteen Marine aircraft and 120 Air Force sorties will
‘be on call. ARC LIGHT will run 15 strikes (45 sorties) in the Niagara area,

commencing the Bugle Note Program of three aircraft strikes with time
over targets' each 11/2 hours.

Weather at Khe Sanh throughout the period was favorable for most
military operations. The visibility was greater than five miles except for
a short period near midnight due to ground fog. During most of the
afternoon the sky condition was 2500 foot broken. By early evening cloudiness
decreased and remained scattered throughout the night. Valley stratus formed
after sunrise 1500 to 2000 feet producing a broken ceiling which remained in
the area throughout the morning,

Forecast for Khe Sanh during the next period is for generally good
visibility in daytime. After sunset, fog and stratus will gradually form
lowering the ceiling to from 200 - 500 feet and the visibility to one mile or
less by sunrise. Shortly thereafter, the ceiling will gradually improve to
100 broken and the visibility to five miles,

COBY 154 LIBRARY
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* INFORMATION
THE WHITE HOUSE
WASHINGTON

PSR CRET—

Thursday, February 15, 1968
" 11:30 a,m,. '

Mr. President: _ -

Herewith Westy's daily report via Bus

Wheeler, Its tone and substance continue to be
optimistic,

Aside from the unresolved situation in Hue
today, my major concern, arising from current
reports, is the enemy is exploiting the loose
situation in the countryside to take back some
villages where we had established. security, and
is probably trying to recruit men to make up
their losses, Aside from the I Corps battle, I
suspect getting pacification back on its feet will
gradually become a number one task,

MM{OSWW
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" THE JOINT CHIEES OF STAFF - . -~ .. 8 ¢
. WASHINGTON, D. €. 20301 SR -5/

CM-3016-68
15 Februa Ty 1968

* MEMORANDUM FOR THE PRESIDENT

Subject: Telephone Conversation with General Westmbreiand

1. In addition to General Westmoreland's eleventh report on
] the Khe Sanh/DMZ area, I have attached hereto a summazry of the
] more significant actions in South Vietnam yesterday. At 0800
1 this morning I talked with General Westmoreland on the telephone,
and he made the following comments:

. - a. Weather in the Khe Sanh area was generally good
e yvesterday, permitting air operations, both tactical and
logistic, to be accomplished.. However, the weather was
not good enough to permit him to distribute gravel in
certain areas north of Khe Sanh as he would like to do.

b. Our air had a good day yesterday. They destroyed :
a large ammunition cache southwest of Khe Sanh, struck a :
) large storage area near Tchepone in Laos, with smoke .
j riging 6, 000 feet in the air. The tactical air strike reported
' to you yesterday near Mu Gia Pass uncovered a North -
Vietnamese storage area which was also attacked during the
period. '

¢. The Vietnamese Ranger Battalion at Khe Sanh carried
out an excellent small unit operation yesterday. They moved
a platoon outside of the perimeter during darkness to a hilltop;
as day broke, they sent out a small patrol which deliberately
exposed itself. The North Viethamese troops came out of their
holes to attack the patrol, and the whole Ranger platoon attacked
them, inflicting casualties,and captured an 82 mmm mortar.

. . ,_  ‘ il rviard ;
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d. At Hue, the enemy is still dug into the south wall of
the Citadel. General Westmoreland plans to use air strikes
again today, employing high explosives, white phosphorous,
and Napalm weapons. He now has three ARVN Marine Corps
‘Battalions {which replaced the understrength ARVN Airborne
Battalions in Hue). There are also seven companies of US
Marines engaged in the operation. He anticipates that the
enemy can hold out for about three more days. '

e. North of Saigon, armed helicopters and tactical air
caught a large force of the enemy in the open, inflicting about
120 casualties on them. General Westmoreland thinks that the
enemy's command and control system has broken down in the
Saigon area. At any rate, the enemy seems to be confused and
apparently has no orders or plans to withdraw. He considers

~ this a satisfactory situation since it will perm1t him to destroy
them element by element.

f. As reported to you yesterday, the Riverine Force
operating near Can Tho discovered and captured a very
'sizeable enemy ammunition depot containing large qua.nt1t1es
of grenades, 120 mm mortar rounds, etc.

2. General Westmo reland yeste rday (last night Washmgton time)
visited the lst US Infantry Division, the 25th US Infantry Division and
the 199th Infantry Brigade. These units have done and are doing
extremely well. He stated that the 199th Brigade,located near Bien
Hoa, has been commanded during the recent heavy fighting by a
regro colonel named Davidson who did a splendid job in leading and
commanding his forces. General Westmoreland believes that in the
first two or three days of the fighting, this brigade killed over 1,100
of the enemy.

3. Idiscussed the Khe Sanh situation at some length with General
Westmoreland, I conveyed to him the message which you transmitted
to me through Secretary McNamara. General Westmo reland told me
that he understands and appreciates greatly your firm support.
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" Pertinent to this aspect of the WAr, he statéc'l tha:t' all events'éupport

the belief that the pounding from the air and from our artillery is

‘having a good effect from our point of view on enemy capabilities

in the area; i.e., his supply and command system is beirg constantly
disrupted, and casualties are being inflicted on enemy troops in the
Khe Sanh area. = . : - : :

4. General Westmoreland reported that except for the foregoing,
the situation was quiet elsewhere. :

EARLE G. WHEELER |

Chairman
innt Chiefs of Staff
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- X - THE WHITE HOUSE
S _ WASHINGTON

Frlday, February 16 1968
9 15 e mo e . .

MR, PRESIDENT:

R " In DMZ:

-~ scattered shelling;

~ i =~ zan incredible number of secondary
explosions {p. 2);

-~ 119 tons delwered
: . We have a firm report that one enemy unit

around Khe Sanh has 193 combat-ready men from
an original 289. How they lost 96 is not indicated.
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Friday, 'February 16, 1968, 8:40 am’

S TEXT OF CABLE FROM GENERAL WESTMORELAND

This is the twelfth repért on the Khe Sanh - DMZ area and covers
the 24-hour period of February 15, 1968, '

[ Egemyshelling continiEd th¥ sughsut much bf nor tHeBA FiFst Corps

' g Yosterday as Khe Sanh Combat Base £5d néighboring areag in proximity to w

. the DMZ received scatte red:-incoming rocket,: .artillery. and-mortar-rounds.

I Latest information received indicates that the enemy fired 14 rocket rounds
S and 110 rounds of mixed caliber mortar at the Khe Sanh Combat Base, resulting

in two Marines killed, 28 wounded (16 evacuated). While Khe Sanh bore the

heaviest barrage, moderate concentrations fell upon other friendly locations,

as Marine elements at Camp Carroll received five mid~afternoon mortar

rounds and 9 rounds of 152 artillery. Fifty-two additional mortar rounds

impacted four kilometers southwest of Gio Linh, in the area occupied by the

3d Battalion, 3d Marines, The 1st Battalion, 3d Marines, in the vicinity of

Quang Tri Airfield, received five mortar rounds and at noon, the 2d Battalion,

lst Marines, at Con Thien, received 30 rounds of mortar.

S-S ISP }

In Operation Lancaster, elements of K Company, 3d Battalion, 9th
Marines engaged an unknown size enemy force 12 kilometers northeast of
Khe Sanh, Relief force of I Company, 3d Battalion, 9th Marines arrived to
render support. Contact broke at 3:45 PM but resulted in 12:Marines:killed;. .
107 wounded (37 evacuated). Enemy casualties are unknown at this time.

In other action in northern Quang Tri Province, small unit contacts
In Operation Kentucky accounted for three North Vietnamese Army killed;
two additional North Vietnamese Army were confirmed as a result of mortar
mission on an enemy location. No significant contacts were reported in either
the Napoleon or Saline Operations. ' : :

Disposition of friendly forces and allied armament in the Khe Sanh area
did not change during the period. .
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In all, there were 317 tactical air sorties flown in support of the

- Khe Sanh area and the adjacent Niagara area., Marine aircraft flew 111
‘sorties in support of Khe Sanh delivered 282 tons of ordnance. Bomb
Damage Assessment included five structures damaged, (3 - 50 caliber

- machine gun position destroyed, and two tanks destroyed. The Air Force
flew 166 sorties and the Navy flew 40, reporting the attack ontwo major
supply areas. One supply.erea.six;pautical miles-southyof Tichepons:had a:
Eota.l .of .89 sortles with over 50

of;89 condarx exnlosions.and.fizgs.r A second
storage area had 23 aort:.c;eﬁ W1t:me Forward Air'Control- reportmga' SFEE100 0%

gecondary. explos:.o_j B-52's flew 15 ARC LIGHT strikes (45 sorties) on
Niagara targets, :

Khe Sanh was resupplied with 119 short tons during the period.
A total of 19 sorties (Air Force: five C-130 air drops, 11 ~ C-123 airlanded)
(Marines: one C-130; two CH-53 airlanded) delivered the material.

For the next 24 hours the Marine Tactical Air Sorties in support
of the Khe Sanh area will total 44. The Air Force plans 202, and the Navy
plans 100. ARC LIGHT planning calls for 15 strikes (45 sorties) continuing
the Bugle Note Series in the Niagara area.

Regarding the weather for the period in the Khe Sanh area, the
sky was mostly cloudly with ceilings near 2000 feet during the daylight hours
of February 15 but lowering to 1500 feet broken after sunset, and remaining
so throughout the night. For the next 24<hour period, the morning visibility
will be restricted to 1 = 3 miles with ground fog beginning about 6 AM, and
will gradually improve to 7 miles by noon. The sky will be mostly cloudy with
the lower ceiling near 1000 feet, but improving to 1000 feet scattered, 2500
feet broken from 1 PM to 7 PM. :
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 THE WHITE HOUSE
WASHINGTON

| Friday, Feb. 16, 1968
=Y 10:30 a.m,

MR, PRESIDENT:

‘ Herewith Westy's morning telephone conversation,

The most worrying thing at the moment (see
pages 1 and 2 of the attached operational S ,
intelligence briefing) is the VC exploitation
of the withdrawal of our forces from the

countryside, _ _ R

{ﬂ} MOVB:O’W

e R attachment ' h
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" 'YHE JOINT CHIEFS OF STAFF
WASHINGTON, D. C. 20301 .

39

CM-3019-68
16 February 1968

MEMORANDUM FOR THE PRESIDENT

Subject: Telephone Conversation with General Westmoreland

1. Attached hereto is a very brief biography of Colonel Davison,
the negro Deputy Commander of the 199th Brigade whose perform-
ance as Acting Commander of the brigade was so highly praised by
General Westmoreland yesterday.

2. In addition to General Westmoreland's twelfth report on -
the Khe Sanh/DMZ area, I have attached hereto an Operations/
Intelligence brief which I believe you will find of interest. When
I talked to General Westmoreland at 0800 hours this morning, he
furnished additional information as follows:

. WEAtHEL Eas heengood mfoe: Hue:. w‘axea? permitting
air support to ground units attempting to eliminate the
tenacious group of enemy ensconced in the south wall of the
Citadel. The enemy has moved a considerable force,

exact size still unknown, north of Hue in an apparent attempt

to reinforce the enemy elements still in Hue.

b. Battalions of the US lst Cavalry Division are in contact
with them, and General Abrams is maneuvering to get more
battalions deployed to defeat this force. Of mterest is the
fact that g¥med hehcqptexsmf hre lst-Cav: g _
caught one company of the remforcmgr enemy in the open
as they attempted to charge our forces across an open field.

. Sirope ra'tmnsvmuppe-rtmef -Khe-Sanh- contmuefm

ik e MR

ﬁ“ﬂg}:&hd sué‘ceesfql As menﬁmyou earlier, our
attack air struck with much success a POL convoy on
Highway 15 near the Mu Gia Pass; additionally, strikes
in the Tchepone area caused at least 1, 000 secondary
explosions. An ammunition depot in Laos southwest of Khe

Sanh was struck heavily causing many secondary explosions;

DECLASSIFIED
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a Forward Air Controller reported thcl.t Zg goonras-the

3 “NW Jz:&n"*' A

%econda_y‘ggpIESAGnsmeased} Nortﬁ%mtnamese trq_ops

ammumtmn_, *‘“General Momvxg; isx cen;;yum“gtga vb,_qmb “thers
ﬁga"durmg the n1ght using radar control, tactmal alr. '
and, as I dictate this memorandum, a-Bm= i
#1Fiking- thzs*@pa_.;ji’&ﬁla.wdepot &

d. At Tay Ninh, the MACV compound and the province
headquarters were attacked with mortar fire, and,
apparently, enemy elements have infiltrated into the city
of Tay Ninh. This force, which apparently came from
Cambodia, is being dealt with by elements of the ARVN
25th Division and the US 25th D1V151on The strength of
the enemy is at present unknown. '

e. IV Corps ywas SFather quict yestciddyalthough there

N

were small contacts with enemy forces near Can Tho and
My Tho.

f.oHIghRRY 418 Aow. open 811 th’e"‘way”froméaigon By

R AERER. F N

the., c1ty of-Gan-Thow.vThe. traffic.on. Lt is heavy!

A i it SR SR A R SR G R Ty .,,;ﬁ__«u,.&.“

g. Dak To is still threatened by enemy elements;
however, General Westmoreland considers that he has
ample troops in the area. Moreover, he is scheduling
B-52 strikes in tl'fe area over the next several days.

3. General Abrams is in residence at MACV Forward in the
Hue/Phu Bai area in order to control combat operations in the

EARLE G, WHEELER

Chairman
Joint Chiefs of Staff

northern portion of I Corps.
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. THE WHITE HOUSE
T2 WASHINGTON

Saturday, Feb. 17, 1968 .
9:15 a.m, ' ST

MR, PRESIDENT:

Today's DMZ report shows (marked passages);

-~ light mortaring;

-= 191 tons of resupply;
—- Khe Sanh attack expected "within a week'’;

-- enemy 324B division heading for Quang Tri.

—omkretee attachment
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DECLASSIFIED

' Authority OSD_letter JAN3Z g7g Seterdey. February 1T, 1968
'BY-A:@—_;NA_RS.Dat_ 4,3-5—97 : .

TEXT OF CABLE FROM GENERAL WESTMORELAND (MAC 02269)

This is report number thirteen on the Khe Sé,nh/DMZ area and
covers the 24-hour period of February 16, 1968. '

During the reporting period thfﬁ}g%mg&gpﬂ%e& northe £it

- . . P i R e, e 5 6, P
. guaneg- Triprovince with'interruptions caused by enemy shelling. While ground
contacts were minimal, the Khe Sanh combat base and neighboring areas bordering
1 the DMZ received a total of 222 rounds of mixed mortar, artillery and rocket

ki " rounds.

Characteristic of enemy shelling, Marine elements at Khe Sanh combat
base bore the heaviest concentration as 85 thortar rounds and seven rounds of i
rocket impacted in the area. Casuiltips attributed to the shelling were -of€Killed;
Foewounded:(8iewEcustedy. - -

U TN S ORI,

A mid-afternoon barrage brought 40 ¥ocket rounds, 31 rounds of mortar
and three artillery rounds to friendly elements at Camp Carroll, resulting in five
wounded (two evacuated). - The 2nd Battalion, 9th Marines at the rockpile counted
two additional rounds of artillery in late evening. At Con Thien, the 2nd Battalion,
1st Marines was the recipient of 1§ ¥5¥nds of mixed caliber mortars. Eight addition:
rounds of mortar were received by friendly elements at C-3 causing major injuries
to three Marines, ' ' :

b e

Harassment moved northeasterly as a mid-day artillery barrage brought
14 rounds to friendly elements positioned at Gio Linh. Fourteen additional mortar
: rounds were received near the Cua Viet, at positions occupied by the 1st AMTRAC
" Battalion. Casualties attributed to the day's incoming were light and damage was
i reported minimal. ' : :

. ~ Significant contacts in northern Quang Tri centered in the DMZ with

) sightings of three reported enemy tanks 12 kilometers north of Con Thien. Reaction
was instantaneous as friendly tanks and artillery fired several missions earmarked
for their locations. Results are unknown at this time. '

No COFRAM type ordnance was used during the périod. There were
no changes in the dispositions of friendly forces and Allied armament.
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Kie: Satinanear-the-enemysstilk-threatensrwithtwo-divisionsy
-pointa;to apsattempted.assault within.a, week. (Fuigadly

“howevery-is.undoubtedly hurting the enemy:there and.may.further,
%&Qﬂpkhis@tfrming:;::wN&ma‘fnstruqhi.cmsm;iher-&wB.:.?Divisiorrf-a-ppé;r-ent—ly-ifc'ém-?ﬁftted '
ittoanew assault on Quang Tri.and they-are mioving inthat-direction. FHem320th
gems. to.-have backed off:from;Camp.Garrollito fill:theuvoid.created:bysthet
departure of the.324B; Threat of major ground assault against Camp Carroll is
apparently reduced.

Tactical Air Support for the Khe Sanh totalled JB8 SOTHER Marine
aircraft flew 80 gorties in support of the Khe Sanh area. Bomb damage included
pne secondary explosion;and ong-8econdaryfire;~ The Air Force flew 232 sorties
and the Navy flew 76 (27 Navy sorties were diverted because of weather). Bomb
Damage Assessment included 35 secondary.axplosionsizeight:secondary.fires,
apd 10 mortar positions.damaged.:» The secondary explosions and fires resulted
from strikes put in against a supply area. The Forward Air Control reported
yesterday that the enemy had made attempts to remove munitions and weapons from
the area, however, there were still areas where supplies of weapons, munitions
and rice remain. ARC LIGHT strikes for the period in the Niagara area totalled
16 strikes (44 sorites), : : ‘

KheSanbiwas xesoppliedwithik9lshorttons on: Eghruary-k6. A total
of 21 sorties were delivered, including seven air drops by C-130 aircraft. Seven
Air Force C-123 aircraft landed at the airfield as did Marine helicopters.

" During the next 24-hour period, the Marine Air Wing will fly 44 tactical
air sorties in support of the Khe Sanh area, with 16 additional aircraft on call to
run sorties as the situation indicates. The Air Force plans to run 150 sorties,
and the Navy schedules 100 sorties, Total tactical air effort will be 294 sorties.

The ARC LIGHT effort will total 16 strikes (48 sorties) in the Niagara area..

The weather for the period resulted in fog and stratus on both days
reduced the ceiling and visibility to zero during the morning hours. The visibility
- improved to seven miles by noon of the 16th but was again lowered by fog after
'11:00 p.m. Ceilings improved to 500-1000 feet during the afternoon and early
‘evening hours. During the next 24-hour peried, in the mornings of both days the
visibility will be restricted to less than one mile by fog, but will increase to five
miles or more from 12:00 Noon to 9:00 p. m, Ceilings will be 1000 feet or less
except from 1:00 p. m. to 5:00 p.m, )
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THE WHITE HOUSE
: WASHINGTON -
Saturday, Februar;_r__}_? _lfgéB -- 12:10 pm
Mr, President: o @‘ﬂc 2 S

v
Herewith Westy's report to Bus Wheeler.

You will note that Westy now concludes that
"the long-heradled second wave of enemy attack may
start tonight; i.e., today Washington time,"

You will note also (para 5) Westy's concern
about the NEWSWEEK leak on Abrams' new head-
quarters. This ¥algEe the quesiion i whetierTwe
ﬁwmlamﬁ_wn military: ¢QHSM&¢}&“$Jn

th DY)

wam::tstow
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: INFORMATION
(’N THE WHITE Houss S o

Monday, February 19, 1968 co ST
10:10 a. m. : .

Mr. President: | - '- : S R
In I Corps (attached): | o |
-- shelling and light ground

contact; ‘ P ..k

-~ 160 tons delivered by air
drop despite continued bad weather. R
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___'Monda.y, Febfﬁa_:y' 19, 1_968, 10:00 AM

. TEXT OF CABLE FROM GENERAL WESTMORELAND

This report is number fifi:een on the situétion in the Khe Sanh
area and covers the 24-hour period of February 18, 1968.

Agtivity-in the'Hiorthe taiFirat Gorpatontinued: to- foous: rifene itz
phelling} as 175 rounds of mixed mortar and artillery rounds were distributed
among friendly elements bordering the DMZ. Forty rounds of mortar and
35 rounds of artillery impacted at Khe Sanh Combat Base in positions occupied
by the 26th Marines, which resulted in one Marine wounded.

- o Marines positioned at Camp Carroll, receiveda mid-day barrage of
42 rounds of mortar with two intermediate rounds of artillery. Friendly
casualties were: one killed, nine wounded (four evacuated).

| 3 Three small craters were caused at C-2 outside Con Thien, as three

rounds of mortar were aimed at friendly elements. Marine elements at
Con Thien and Gio Linh received 33 and 8 rounds respectively, none of which
inflicted casualties nor caused significant damage. '

Ground contacts in northern Quang Tx were limited to two light
C skirmishes, both inflicting moderate enemy losses while cauging only minor
injuries to friendly elements. Five North Vietnamese Army were killed at

C T the hands of a 37th ARVN Ranger Patrol east of Khe Sanh, in an early morning

contact which inflicted no friendly casualties., -

There were a total of 358 tactical air sorties flown in the Khe Sanh
area during the period. Marine tactical air flew 78 sorties, reporting four
{ secondary explosions and one secondary fire. The Air Force flew 215 sorties,

4 and the Navy flew 65, The weather was workable only for combat sky spot _

g strikes, with a few isolated attempts to put in visual strikes. Bomb Damage
Assessment was correspondingly bad. There were 12 ARC LIGHT strikes

(35 sorties) flown in the Niagara area. For the next period, 19 - 20 February,
354 tactical air sorties will be flown in the Khe Sanh and surrounding areas.
The Marines will fly 44, the Air Force 210, and the Navy 150. There will be 15
" ARC LIGHT strikes (45 sorties) flown in the Niagara area.

SSIFIED |
- 0SD letter JAN3 1979
B~ L~ o ) By . NARS, Dato...é..._—— |
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afu- upplyufor the;epqrunguperlqdmmg:ounted“to j,bﬁwshort
,gonswq -which 13 short*tons was: a.mmumt:.o;a.#" PR N

No COFRAM ty‘pe ordnance was used durmg t.he per:.od

Weather at Khe Sa.n.h dur:.ng the penod was bad Low clouds
and dense fog reduced the ceiling and visibility to less than 500 feet and one
i mile throughout the period. Most of the time the ceiling and visibility were
Fd near zero. Little change is expected on 19 - 20 February. The sky will be
- obscured by low stratus clouds and fog. Ceilings and visibilities will be
g _ near zero except for a slight improvement to a ceiling of 400 feet an.d
¢ visibility of 1/2 mile from 2 PM to 6 PM on 20 Februa.ry.
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‘THE JOINT CHIEFS OF STAFF -
: . \\TASHINGTON. D. C. 20301.

' cM-2980-68 . —
19 Feb 1968 e -
MEMORANDUM FOR THE PRESIDENT
' SUBJ:  TELEPHONE CONVERSATION WITH GENERAL WESTMORELAND

s 1. You will have received General Westmoreland's 15th

o report on the situation in the Khe Sanh/DMZ area. Attached

_ ‘ hereto is an operations/intelligence summary of events of

i the past two days. I have also attached a copy of the trip
report of General Bruce C. Clarke, U.S. Army (Retired) giving
his impressions during his recent trip to South Vietnam.
General Clarke was accompanied by Mr. Frank W. Mayborn of
Temple, Texas whom I am sure you know.

. 2. Due to communications difficulties between Washington
T . and Hawaii my telephone conversation with General Westmoreland
‘ was not possible until 0830 hours. He provided the following
information: '

a. Yesterday an OP-2E aircraft with a crew of 9
was ‘shot down in' the MUSCLE SHOALS area while laying sensors.

b. The ground control approéch equipment was
knocked out at Khe Sanh yesterday; there is a backup set
available and it is being installed.

c. Light contact continues with the enemy in the
vicinity of Dalat. '

b e e e

, d. The stickiest situation at present is at

Phan Thiet. The enemy force which penetrated the town,
seized the jail and the hospital, still occupies about one-
third of the town. It continues to hold the hospital area
and occupied bunkers outside of town. Despite the fact the
force has lost 103 men killed, the going to clear the town
is tough and proceeding slowly. _ o

st

"e. There continue to be contacts with the enemy
north of Saigon and south of Saigon. . In a heavy contact
south of Saigon Vietnamese Marine Corps units killed 144
enemy. o

£. North of Tay Ninh City an enemy force apparently
preparing rocket positions was discovered and attacked, re- .
sulting in 60 enemy KIA. S - DECLASSIFIED

 Authority Q¢S 20-3-7¢ L,

_'_4#, NARS, DateF-24-7. f
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. 'g. Certain new units of the enemy have been
identified near Song Be. These appear to be groups of
replacement which have been formed into combat units to

" continue enemy pressure in the Song Be area.

h. The enemy has been driven out of Vinh Long.

There was some damage to the Cathedral in the town and

58 enemy were killed.

i. The Riverine force had a contact with the
enemy south of Can Tho. Results are not yet known.

3. He anticipates that there may'be additional enemy
activity in the Khe Sanh area tonight; however, this is not
positive information. -

4. The additional battalion of the First Cavalry
Division which I reported yesterday as moving to the Quang Tri
area began closing into Quang Tri today.

5. As a general observation, General Westmoreland stated
that the enemy continues to hang in close to the cities. The
enemy is apparently attempting to resupply his forces and bring
up replacements and reinforcements.

S-WF @A

EARLE G. WHEELER
Chairman
Joint Chiefs of Staff
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INFORMATIO’\I
THE WHITE Housy

WASHlNGTON

o - ; : SRS '\\ ) o )
T P B &\’»—7 N Tuesday, February 20, 1968
‘ ' Lo VA 10:55 a.m, [}

Mr, President: * V-

S The first two pages are Bus
"+ Wheeler's report of his morning
conversation with Westmoreland.
I have marked the key elements.

i o RS - Attached is a full length NMCC
I - U0 (National Military Command Center)
e report which you saw early this morning

o _.=-."‘-.: in summary form.
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'MEMORANDUM FOR THE PRESIDENT

 SUBJECT: , | -TELEPHONE_CONVERSATION WITH GENERAL WESTMORELAND

dgreased@threagmnorgqﬁgﬁmSalgo 1 Withefresh

.

b O P S . . : ; F . - LT - : B
0 e . . S L . T S . . L
' Co ‘- ::j££&¢£5¥§g§E==‘ N 2t
T ) N ) ) . - - b ' ' .

L

THE JOINT CHIEFS OF STAFF . e
‘WASHINGTON, D, €. 20301 -~ _ ' o ' /
SR CM-3031-68 -
20 Feb 1968 S '
— DECLASSIFIED .

Authority _9_65 10-3-77 bi#Fs,
_-M_ NARS, Date_<? ~76-/% 5 -/6-7%

1. You have already received General Westmoreland's 1lé6th
report on the situation in the Khe Sanh/DMZ area. In addition,
I am attaching hereto the Presidential operational/intelliigence
brief (you may have already seen this but I wish to make sure
that it comes to your personal attention). Moreover, I am ;
attachlng a sheet settlng forth two or three late items of =
interest.

2. I talked to General Westmoreland at 0810 hours this
morning. He made the following comments:

a. After talking to General Vien and analyzing in-
formation from intelligence reports, he has called a full alert
tonight in the Saigon area, and he is particularly arrancing
to defend the Tan Son Nhut airbase. There. 1sva~reported;mﬁ
' e;ements of‘the&¢hh NVA
and..Sth.VC.Divisions. movx&g lnto Lhe area.y It is also repo“ted
that villagers are fleelng to’ get “out of the way of their acveace.
Among other precautionary measures, General Westmoreland has ° .
organized a provisional defense battalion from the MACV Staff.

b. A few rocket rounds were fired in the direction
of Tan Son Nhut today; one fell on the runway; one landed in
an open field, and one apparently went into the city. He now
has complete aerial photographic reconnaissance of the rocket
site area and the photo interpreters have picked up several
suspected rocket sites for attack by air.

c. A new rocket round was found north of Saigon today;
it is a 170 mm round in diameter and has a range of about
9 000 meters. -

d. In general, thedgnemﬁméﬁﬁhanq;ie.'_59;9%$a$0

BN gIVeSNoLadication of withd cawag,[' .

e. The Song Be situation has clnare&wgpxampe enemy
has been driven out of the town.

f. The city of Phan Thiet has been cle ed%pggthe . E
enenymafter a hard fight. o ;

SRR SUPS
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" ge The enemj has been g}earedwmuumﬁf%v1ﬁH“Longfwu
but there seems to be a buildup commencing south of Can Tho
by a new enemy battalion of plcked—up tr00ps.

3 He conferred w1th General Vien today. - ‘Therkatterwmsgg
concerned about.the.fatigue: ~factor-on-the-ARVNw They-haye
een»flghtlng contlnuouslyﬁnow for -over: two week&. gﬂe_hast

B
“b”f? t

4. Enemy KIA now stands at over 38,000. _General
ggstmoreland“recognlzes “that sone-of: them are- undoubtedly
porters and.other support ‘elements. “He has charged his J-27
w1th trying to .get.a break out.of the enémy casualties so-

that e will be able to estimate. the effect . of enemy logses

FonTais combat elements.l

5. As a general observation, after visiting all of the
Corps Areas and senior commanders, fgwﬁgggxﬁlmﬂestmorelandIF
had ;to. make: .an.estimate.now.as to.further:troop:reinforcements
ehe will need, he will probably require the remalnder ‘of “the_ '
820, Airborne Divisiof. -, He 1S not asking for it at thig time
because he believes that he will have a better feel for the
problems facing him when I wvisit him within the next couple of

days.

E.L & bl

.EARLE G. WHEELER
Chairman
Joint Chlefs of Staff
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- THE WHITE Hou. : Yoo s b

( ‘.v. . > WASHINGTON ) | ) ' 3

X , .
Wednesday, February 21, 1968 L g ‘.
8:55 a.m, L

Q»f_ ~ ™NFORMATION

i
R

Mr, President:
Another quiet day at Khe Sanh/DMZ:

-~ mortar fire less;
~- 143 tons delivered;
~~- weather continues poor,

MMRostow

. e

DECLASSIFIDD
 Authorty Q&5 00 v%
Byw_d_ﬁ_, MRQ Date._ T 27
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Wednesday, February 21 1968

o M A e

TEXT OF CABLE FROM GENERAL WESTMORELAND

This is report number seventeen on the situation in the Khe

Sanh/DMZ area a.nd covers the 24-hour period of February 20, 1968.

A small unit encounter; and mterm:.ttent enemy shellmg
constituted the prlIlClpal act1v1ty in northern First Corps yesterday.

-The pace of enemy incoming fire slackened somewhat during the period.

Incormng to friendly forces bordering the DMZ totaled 124 rounds of

_m:.xed caliber mortar and art:.llery'

frmarked, décling in enemy efforts was evident yesterday as
only 69 Founds of HioFtar fell at KhelSanh., Five kilometers east of
Ca Lu, the Marines received six rounds of mortar and an equal amount of
artillery rounds. The ramp at Dong Ha received six mid-afternoon rounds
of artillery, causing minor injuries to two Marines. Elements of the
Marines at Camp Carroll bore 13 enemy rounds. of mortar; and finally
Marines, at Con Thien received 28 rounds of mortar in an early morning

. barrage., Casualties attributed to the shelling: 10 Marines wounded (five

evacuated),

In ground contact during the day, a contact at Thon Le Xuyen
confirmed ning North-Vietnamese Army killed-and captured seven POW's,

"two recoilless guns, one mortar and nine individual weapons. Casualties to

B gt e el L AT

friendly forces were: three kllledamgxght wounded {evacuated),™

There were a total of 296 tactical air sorties flown. The Marine
aircraft wing flew 64 sorties in support of the Khe Sanh area. Bomb Damage
Assessment included three secondary explosions, two secondary fires. The
Air Force flew 146 and the Navy flew 86, The weather was still unsuitable for
any but combat sky spot missions. S

.Thirty-nine B-52's flew 13 strikes in the .Nia.ga.r'a. area.

 DECLASSIFIED
—SE&R:E‘T'—- Authority _ 0S0__letter “JAN 3. g79

By_ﬁ.gg_. NAR Date..é_'?_-‘;.?.‘?
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R Aerial resupply for the r'é‘.por.t‘irig period amounted to 143, EAFR
. gtofis} In addition, 90 passengers were flown into the airfield in three
.. C=123 aircraft, Eleven C-130 completed 11 airdrops. ' o

i

There was one COFRAM mission of 15 rounds fired on the basis
o 7 - of a sensor report of enemy troop movement. Results were unobserved.

_ For the next 24-hour period, the Mai‘ines_will fly 44 tactical air |
~ sorties in support of Khe Sanh, the Air Force will fly 148, and the Navy
-1 plans 100, for a total of 292 sorties. There will be nine ARC LIGHT strikes

(27 sorties) flown in the Niagara area.
yeatheratKheSanhdur}ngthe period produced low clotids and
dense fog and reduced the ceiling and visibility to near ze+d except from -
. 2:00 PM to 4:00 AM when the ceiling improved to 100 - 500 foot gvercast
! and the visibility from 1/4 to five miles in fog. The forecast for Khe Sanh
{ for the next 24 hours is for little change: '

R S I
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,{.';,, < THE WHITE Hol . TP -
'a't’)? WASHINGTON o : - oL R
Wednesday, February 21, 1968 o R

10:55 a, m. p=y . t.«,
'? ;’\.a/
Mr. President: ‘-. v

g e i

Herewith Bus Wheeler's report on .
today's call to Westy. i
Main item: firepower now allocated
to try to clean up Hue by the end of this -
week,

Gen. Johnson will report the daily
phone call in Bus' absence.

W{.«LWR.ostow : | - :- C ‘
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° " 1ME JOINT CHIEFS OF STAFF
' WASH[NGTON D. C. 20301

DE(,LASSIFIEU . | . - L3
5/0'-’"73’/%1 CM-3032-68 B 1{'/

A“th“i-tyg 21 Feb 1968
. By_ .t ﬂ: NARS, Date;i:’_/ﬁzz— e
MEMORANDUN FOR THE PRESIDENT N -

-

'VSUBJECT: _' TELEPHONE CONVERSATION WITH GENERAL WESTMORELAND

l. You will have already received General Westmoreland's
17th report on the situation in the Khe Sanh/DMZ area. Addi-
-~ _ tionally, I am attaching hereto a copy of the Presidential
. operations/intelligence brief of salient activities over the
past twenty-four hours, together with a sheet of recent items
‘i which ‘you will find of interest.

"2. General Westmoreland reported that the situation was
generally quiet and that he had little of significance to add
to what is in the cperational/intelligence brief. He made
really only two points:

a. General Abrams, located at Headquarters MACVY
Forward iIn the Hue/Phu Bai area, conferred today with
General Cushman, over-all Marine Commander; General Lam,
o the Vietnamese I Corps Tactical Zone Commander; and
L General Tolson, Commander of the U.S. First Cavalry Division.
. The' subject of their conference was the situation inTHuerand. Iz
4 hew-best TG FEAT WithoIt7® General Westmoreliand “has agreed to
: send one., .troop-of-UirSsarmored- cavalry gunlts such as this
are equlpped with médium tanks) to Hue -tomorrow to: providg
Egddlthnal armored . flrepower to frlendly forces operatlng
agalnst a heavily- dug-in enemy. . Mo¥eover, he is providing
an- addltlonal kenkO6-mm recoxlless prifles-to-the-Vietnamese
Mqune Corps battallons Wthh are flghtlng in the- Citadel in
order _ to give them more moblle destructive power against-:
Hemy. S - He - thlnks that Wlth the added firepower Hue
week .
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i b. Another new weapon, & O F - rocKettmade by the

‘ ' HICOMS. Has been picked up in- country He describes the pro-
TéCtile as being about 42 inches long and weighing 40 odd

< pounds; no launcher has yet been captured. The technical
L intelligence people estimate that this weapon would have a

‘ ' rqggg-&f,betwaen F,000" 1685000 me+ers¢ Samples of this

Wweapon will be provided to technical intelligence agencies
in the United States for further evaluatlon

3. General Westmoreland has arranged for me to see
President Thieu, Vice President Ky, and General Vien during .
my stay in Vietnam. Ambassador Bunker has also made arrange-
ments for me to confer with him and key members of the mission

s GRS
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4. During my absence General Uohnson"CHTSE of STafF)
U,S..Army, will falk by telephone to General Westmoreland

rniﬁgftbgﬁﬁqgidgsyouiwiﬁh@theiupdateswqﬁ,;he_sitqqtign.

_ ErshdIT{ of eourse, communicate with you and the Sécretary

of Defense promptly any significant items which cannot await
my return next week. C o ; :

EARLE. G. WHEELER
Chairman

Joint Chiefs of Staff

o
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2 o I _ Re**ived Washington CommCgen

YV EEA135 . A, hursday 22Feb 68
00 WTEIO O A BT Tharaday =S
DE WTE 744 T Received IBEJ R*nch CommCen

- - ' “f7> 9.00 AM. CST Thursday 22 Feb 68
FROM WHITE HOUSE SITUATION ROOM (MCCAFFERTY)

TO THE PRESIDENT '

CITE CAPS0ATA . - gM . 2 Fr

TEXT OF CASLE FROM GENERAL WESTMORELAND
THIS IS REPORT NUMBER EIGHTEEN ON THE SITUATIOMN IN THE KHE

 SANH AREA AMD COVERS THE 24-HOUR PERIOD FEBRUARY 21, 1568.

ENEMY EFFORTS INTENSIFIED IN NORTHERN QUANG TRI PROVINCE
YESTERDAY AS 690 ENEMY ROUNDS OF MIXED MORTAR, ARTILLERY
AND ROCKET FELL ON FRIENDLY POSITIONS, ENEMY CONCENTRATIONS
CENTERED AT KHE SANH AS FRIENDLY ELEMENTS RECEIVED 250 MORTAR
ROUNDS, 50 ROUNDS OF ARTILLERY AND 70 ROCKET ROUNDS, CAUSING MINOR
INJURIES TO 22 MARINES., ONE ROCKET ROUND IMPACTED ON THE AIRSTRIP
TEMPORARILY CLOSING THE FACILITY TO C~130 TRAFFIC., THE AIRSTRIP IS
NMOW OPEM TO ALL NORMAL TRAFFIC. o : '

AT CAMP CARROLL, ELEMENTS OF THE 4TH AND STH MARINES, FROM
3:00P¥ TO 3:50PM, WERE RECIPIENTS OF 15 ROUMNDS OF ROCKET, 33 ROUNDS
OF MORTAR, 38 ROUNDS OF ARTILLERY, WITH ONE ROCKET ROUND LANDING
ON THE 3D BATTALION, ATH MARINES, FIVE KILOMETERS EAST OF Ca LU.

'~ CASUALTIES WERE RECORDED AS 13 WOUNDED IN ACTION (NINE EVACUATED).

THREE ADDITIOMAL MORTAR ROUNDS FALLING AT DUSK. HEAVY MID=-DAY

_ FINALLY, A 24 HOUR LULL IN ENEMY SHELLING AT THE CuA VIET wAS ENDED

_IN ACTION (TWO EVACUATED).

' FIVE NMOONTIME ROUNDS OF ARTILLERY FELL AT DONG HA COMBAT BASE, WITH |

BARRAGES FELL ON CON THIEN AS EMEMY LAUNCHING POSITIONS DELIVERED

55 ROIUNDS OF ARTILLERY AND 48 ROUNDS OF MORTAR. THREE MARINES WERE.
WOUNDED FROM THE SHELLING WITH ONE EVACUATED. IN NEIGHBORING GIO
LINH, 17 ADDITIONAL ARTILLERY ROUNDS IMPACTED ON FRIENDLY POSITIONS.

AS POSITIONS OCCUPIED BY 1ST AMTRAC BATTALION BORE 64 ROUNDS OF :
ROCKETS AND 45 ROUNDS OF ARTILLERY, WITH CASUALTIES ATTRIBUTED TO THE
DAY'S BOMBBARDMENT IMCLUDED FOUR KILLED IN ACTION, EIGHT,BOUNDED."W
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GROUND ACTIVITY IN NORTHERN QUANG TRI PROVINCE WAS LIMITED
TO AN ESTIMATED COMPANY SIZE PROBE AT XHE SaANH, BY DARK .

ACTIVITY HAD CEASED. RESULTS ARE UNDETERMINED.

A TOTAL OF 284 TACTICAL ATIR SORTIES WERE FLOWN IN SUPPORT OF THE
KHE SANH AREA, THE MARINE AIRCRAFT WING FLEV 82 SORTIES. RBROMB

- DAMAGE ASSESSMENT INCLUDED FOUR SECONDARY EXPLOSIONS, ONE

SECONDARY FIRE. THE AIR FORCE FLEV 138 SORTIES, aND THE MNAVY
FLEW 64 SORTIES. WEATHER DIFFICULTIES REQUIRED USE OF COMBAT
SKY SPOT, B-52"'S FLEW FIVE STRIKES (15 SORTIES) IN THE NIACARA
AREA, -

AERIAL RESUPPLY FOR THE REPORTING PERIOD AMOUNTED
TO 172 SHORT TONS, IN aADDITIOM, 71 PASSENGERS WERE LANDED AT
THE XHE SANH AIRFIELD, A TOTAL OF 17 SORTIES WERE FLOWN BY RESUPPLY
AIRCRAFT, FOURTEEN C-130 AIWCPAFT MADE TEN AIR DROPS, A SINGLE C-123
AMD TWO HELICOPTERS LANDED,

- SEVEN ROUNDS oF COFRAM ORDNANCE WAS EXPENDED RESULTING IN
FOUR ENEMY. KILLFD.

SIXTEEN B~52 STRIKES (48 SORTIES) WILL BE FLOWN IN THE
NIAGARA AREA FOR THE NEXT 24~-HOUR PERIOD., THERE WILL BE 292
TACTIFPL AIR SORTIES FLOWN DURING THE SAME PERIOD,

. THE WEATHER AT KHE SANH DURING THE PERIOD AGAIN CONSISTED

OF LOW CLOUDS AND DENSE GROUND F0G REDUCING THE CLOUD CEILING AND
SURFACE VISIBILITY TO NEAR ZERO. DURING THE EARLY AFTERNOON HOURS
THE CEILING IMPROVED SLIGHTLY TO 400 - 1000 FEET BROKEN AND THE
VISIBILITY TO THREE MILES IN FOG. THE FORECAST FOR KHE SANH FOR
TOMORROW IS MORE ENCOURAGING, THE CLOUD CEILING AND SURFACE VISIBILITY
WILL GRADUALLY IMPROVE FROM NEAR ZERO CONDITIONS TO A 2000 FOOT
CEILING AND SIX MILES VISIBILITY BY 2:00PM, AFTER 5:00PM THE

CEILING AND VISIBILITY WILL GRADUALLY LOWER TO NEAR ZERO AND
REMAIN SO THROUGHOUT THE REMAINDER OF THE PERIOD.

- 'DT@ 22/1319Z FEB 68
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REFRESHED FULLY,

I oReEeRET By.—ailg— NARS, Date———"

HEREWITH GENERAL JOHNSON'S REPORT ON HISVMORNING CONVERSATION |
WITH WESTY. _ . T

1. GENERAL WESTMORELAND HAD JUST COMPLETED A. CALL TO .
GENERAL ABRAMS AT MACY FORWARD LOCATED AT HUE/PHU BAT.
GENERAL ABRAMS STATED TO GENERAL WESTMORELAND THAT FOR THE

FIRST TIME HE, GENERAL ABRAMS, WAS PERMITTING HIMSELF TO BE

SOMEWHAT ENCOURAGED., HE HAD VISITED THE AMERICAL DIVISION

AND THE 2D ARVN DIVISION ON 22 FEBRUARY AS WELL AS THE ELEMENTS
OF THE 3D BRIGADE, 82D AIRBORNE DIVISION, THAT HAVE ARRIVED

AT CHU LAI. THE BRIGADE HAS NOT YET COMPLETED ITS MOVE.,

BOTH TME AMERICAL AND THE 2D ARVN DIVISION ARE PERFORM NG
EFFECTIVELY AND ARE STEPPING UP OPERATIONS AWAY FROM THE
POPULATED AREAS ONCE AGAIN, GENERAL ABRAMS ALSO REPORTED

THAT THWE EXPERIENCE LEVEL IN THE 3D BRIGADE, 82D AIRBORNE
DIVISION WAS VERY HIGH; THAT THEIR ATTITUDE WAS EXCELLENT: _
AND THEY WERE ENCOURAGED BY THE RECEPTION GIVEN THEM BY GENERAL

KOSTER OF THE AMERICAL DIVISIOM, 1IT IS GENERAL WESTMORELAND'S

INTENTION TO EASE THE BRIGADE INTO COMBAT OPERATIONS SLOWLY
S50 THAT TEAMWORK TRAINING WITHIN THE BRIGADE CAN BE '

2. THE THREE VIETNAVESE MARINE BATTALIONS IN HUE HAVE
MADE SLOW PROGRESS BECAUSE OF A LACK OF DIRECT-FIRE MIGY VELOCITY
WEAPONS, TEN 106 MM RECOILLESS RIFLES ARRIVED IN HUE/PHU
BAI ON 22 FEBRUARY AND WILL BE DELIVERED TO THE VIETNAMESE
MARINES ON 23 FEBRIJARY TO CORRECT THIS DEFICIENCY, 1IN ADDITION,

. BRIGADIER GENERAL 0SCAR DAVIS, ASSISTANT DIVISION COMMANDER

OF THE FIRST CAVALRY DIVISION, IS LOCATED AT THE FIRST DIVISION
COMMAND POST WITH GENERAL TRUCNG, THE FIRST ARVN DIVISION :

- COMMANDER, GENERAL DAVIS IS ACTING AS FIRE COORDINATOR FOR

GENERAL TRUOMG, AND GENERAL WESTMORELAMD INDICATED THAT THIS
ARRANGEMENT IS WORKING WELL. '

3. THE FIRST CAVALEY DIVISION WAS ENCOUNTERED FOUR ENEMY

BATTALTONS NORTH AND EAST OF HUE AND IS IN HEAVY CONTACT WITH

THESE UNITS, THE DIVISION COMMAMDER REPORTED SOME SUCCESS BUT

- HAS NOT REPORTED ANY DETAILS. FURTHER, TWO 8 INCH HOWITZERS

HAVE ARRIVED NEAR QUANG TRI TO REINFORCE THE FIRST CAVALRY
DIVISION AND AN ADDITIONAL TWO ARE EXPECTED TO RE IN POSITIONM
TOMORROW (23 FEBRUARY) AT THE SAME LOCATION, THE FIRST CAVALRY
DIVISION CAPTURED 12 PRISONERS, 'INITIAL REPCRTS INDICATE -

THAT THREE DIFFERENT ENEMY REGIMENTS ARE REPRESENTED BY THE

12 PRISONERS, GENERAL WESTMORELAND DOES NOT KNOW WHAT THIS MEANS,

.BUT HE EXPECTS TO OBTAIN SIGNIFICANT INFORMATION FROM INTERROGATION
* THAT WILL BE EXPLOITABLE IN TERMS OF IDENTIFYING SOYE INDICATION
...OF EMEMY INTENTION. | P '
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A, GENERAL WEQTMORELAKD EXPPESSED THE VIEY THAT HUE NAY

. HAVE BEEN THE ENEMY'S PRIMARY OBJECTIVE FROM THE OUTSET OF

" THE TET OFFENSIVE. REPORTS INDICATE AN ENEMY EFFORT TO

Y SHAU VALLEY VERY CAREFULLY.

REINFORCE HUE THROUGH THE A SHAU UALLEY AND HE IS WATCHING THE

| 5." THERE VAS LI‘I‘TLE ACTIVITY IN THE 11 ccmps AREA. e
6. THERE VAS CONTACT EARLY 22 FEBRUARY ABOUT 3 KILOMETERS

- WEST OF SAIGON WITH THE ENEMY REPULSED AND DISPERSED. NORTH

OF SAIGON IN SOUTHERN BINH DUONG PROVINCE THE RECONNAISSANCE
COMPANY OF THE 5TH ARVN DIVISION ENGAGED AN ENEMY FORCE KILLING,
20 ENEMY WHILE LOSING ONLY ONE XILLED., SOUTHEAST OF SAIGON

IN THE RUNG SAT SPECIAL ZONE AN ENEMY FORCE OVERRAN A LOCAL

~ POLICE STATION XILLING 7 AND SEIZING A SMALL NUMBER OF YEAPONS,

. '..:'U ‘...j.!-!.'.. j\J

THE EXACT NUMBER NOT SPECIFIED.

-. ON THE AFTEFNOON- OF 22 FEBRUARY A-r caT LA'I, ANTI-TAN}{

'ROCKETS WERE USED BY THE ENEMY TO STRIKE SEVERAL AMMUNITION.
. BARGES, TWO BARGES EXPLODED AND TWO BARGES WERE BEACHED,

DEMOLITION EXPERTS ARE IN CONTROL IN THE AREA AND ARE ASSESSING
DAMAGE, SMALL ENEMY DETACHMENTS ARE INTERDICTING ROADS

AROUND SAIGON USING THE RPG-2 OR B-40 ROCKET AND RPC-7 OR

B-4] ROCKET WITH SOME EFFECTIVENESS AGAINST VEHICLES., AS

WE WERE TALKING GENERAL WESTMORELAND REPORTED ARVN CONTACT

WITH TWO ENEMY BATTALIONS EAST OF TAN SON NHUT WITH THE SPOOKY
GUN SHIP WITH MINI-GUNS FIRING ON THIS FORCE. INITIAL

REPORTS INDICATE I VC MAIN FORCE BATTALIOM AND t VC LOCAL FORCE
BATTALION, ' THE SIZE OF THE ENEMY FORCE IS TENTATIVE AND SPECIFIC
UNIT IDENTIFICATIONS HAVE NOT BEEN MADE,

8. GENERAL WESTMORELAND REPORTS THAT SINCE THE TET OFFENSIVE
BEGAN OM 29 JAMUARY, 39,417 ENEMY WAVE BEEN REPORTED XILLED IM

ACTION AND 6,590 INDIVIDUALS HAVE BEEN DETAINED.

-
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) .. b CM-3049-68
- By w2 | NARS, Date.3-/4-79 23 Feb 1968
MEMORANDUM FOR THE PRESIDENT

. -S. ,.

SUBJECT: TELEPHONE CONVERSATION WITH GENERAL WESTMORELAND

l. General Westmoreland reported quite a bit of
shelling at Xhe Sanh and in the DMZ area. Other intelli-
gence reports cover the scale. The helicopter reported
hit by mortar fire at Khe Sanh may have been hit by a
rocket according to information that General Abrams passed
- to General Westmoreland. An attack on Khe Sanh is expected
during the night of 23-24 February,. Saigon time. The
Vietnamese Ranger Battalion holding a part of the perimeter
at Khe Sanh was probed by a force estimated to be a possible
enemy battalion. The probing force used fire crackers, but
- initial reports indicate the probe was not successful.

2. U.S. Marines continued to clear the area of the
Citadel in Hue for which they are responsible. The Vietnamese

Marines have been less active than desirable. Recoilless rifles -

discussed in yesterday's telephone call were delivered to
Vietnamese Marines on 23 February. More aggressive attacks
by this force are expected on 24 February. Security forces
on Highway 1, between Da Nang and Hue-Phu Bai continued to

" be thickened. One battalion of the 82d Airborne Division
‘Task Force moved from Chu Lai and closed at Hue-Phu Bai just
southeast of Hue. :

3. Throughout the rest of South Vietnam the tempo of
activity decreased. There were no reports of activity in
II Corps. Contact continues with enemy forces west, north
and east of Saigon. General Weyand reported to General
Wheeler that forces in III Corps are killing about 300 enemy
a day. There is some indication that enemy forces have been
~directed to break up into smaller units in the Saigon area
and to focus their efforts on disrupting normal activity to
the maximum extent of their capability. This indication has
not been confirmed. : ‘ ' _ -

4. In IV Corps there is a mixed picture. General Eckhardt
reported to General Wheeler that the main road from Saigon to
the south should be opened to Cau Mau in the southernmost
province of the Delta by the night of 24 February. He expects
interruptions to eccur during hours of darkness but expects
to be able to restore traffic during daylight hours.
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5. The damage to fegioﬁal éﬂ&:ﬁoﬁular fdftééﬁépﬁeérs

' to be small in III Corps. Reports are not yet complete.

"~ There is a mixed picture in IV Corps. . Some regional forces

have been hard hit. Reports indicate that approximately
500 popular forces are still missing, although General
Westmoreland does not believe that this is an alarming

- number because it is a relatively small proportion of the
total popular forces in. IV Corps. - L : : '

6. Special B-52 strikes were directed af a réported‘

location of the Headquarters, 7th NVA Division, approximately

10 kilometers south of Phuoc Vinh. Initial assessment indi-
cated some underground complexes have been opened up, and

there were numerous secondary explosions. Additional bomb

damage assessment will be made. General Westmoreland had
intended to direct an intensive bombing by the B-52s of
enemy concentrations in the A Shau Valley. He has delayed
these strikes in favor of shifting the B-52 effort to the

Khe Sanh area because of the reported imminence of enemy
attack on Khe Sanh. ' ;

7. General Westmoreland reported the latest casualty
figures accrued since 29 January 1968: KIA 40,199; detained
6,671; individual weapons captured 9,853; and crew-served
weapons captured 1,482. General Westmoreland went on to.
explain that he believes the casualty count is a reasonable
one, although it probably includes porters and laborers
assisting enemy forces. Any inflation of Teported casualties
caused by the inclusion of porters and laborers is-offset by,
casualties resulting from artillery and air strikes that are
not included in the reports of enemy casualties.

8. I also talked briefly to General Palmer who believes
that the situation throughout southern Vietnam is stabilizing
somewhat, although obviously not yet back to normal.

Wﬁ\a‘k“ M —
"HARQLD X. J SON

. ACTING. CHAIRMAN
JOINT CHIEFS OF STAFF
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TEXT OF CABLE FROM GENERAL WESTHORELAND. BY——-A—‘#’— NAES, Dﬂte-('—'—‘:M 7

THIS IS REPORT NUMBER NINET?EN ON THE SITUATION IN THE KHE
SANH AREA AND COVERS THE 24 HOUR PERIOD FEBRUARY 22, 1568..

SIGNIFICANT ACTIVITY IN NORTHERN QUANG TRI PROVINCE YESTERDAY
PARALLELED THE PREVIOUS DAY, ‘AS HEAVY ENEMY SHELLING POUNDED
POSITIONS OCCUPIED BY FRIENDLY TROOPS. THE DAY'S TOTAL CLIMBED
TO 935 ROUNDS OF ENEMY ARTILLERY, MORTAR AND ROCKET FIRE
REPETITIOUS OF RECENT WEEKS, THE KHE SANH COMBAT BASE RECEIVED
THE BRUNT OF THE INCOMING AS THE 26TH WARINES BORE 170 ROUNDS
OF MORTAR, 155. ROUNDS OF ARTILLERY AND 52 ROCKET ROUNDS CASUALTIES
ATTRIBUTED TO THE SHELLING WERE SEUEN KILLED, 22 WOUNDED:

(18 EVACUATED).

 WHILE CAMP CARROLL RECEIVED ONLY 29 ROUNDS OF MIXED MORTAR

AND ARTILLERY, FRIENDLY ELEMENTS AT DONG HA COUNTED 81 ROUNDS OF HEAVY

- ARTILLERY. AT THE DMZ, FOUR MID-AFTERNOON BARRAGES BROUGHT
193 ROUNDS OF MIXED MORTAR AND ARTILLERY TO CON THIEN. TWO
MARINES REQUIRED MEDICAL EVACUATION DUE TO WOUNDS SUSTAINED
FROM THE BARRAGE. AT NEIGHBORING GIO LINH, THE RECEIPT OF

. 125 ARTILLERY ROUNDS %AS LINKED WITH EIGHT LATE MORNING ROCK?T
ROUNDS. INCOMING ROUNDS AT CUA VIET CEASED AT 10:00 A.M.,

.BUT ONLY AFTER 86 ARTILLERY ROUNDS HAD BEEN RECEIVED BY 1ST

. AMTRAC BATTALION POSITIONS. CASUALTIES FROM THE SHELLING WERE:
ONE KILLED, 12 WOUNDED (NINV EVACUATED).

CIN GROUND ACTIVITY, ONLY ONE CONTACT WAS REPORTED. MARIWES
IN OPERATION KENTUCKY, AMBUSHED A SMALL ENEMY FORCE AND KILLED
- FIVE NVA.~ ONE MARINE WAS XILLED AMD NINE WOUNDED IN THE ENCOU“TER.

AT 4: 45 P.M. A HELICOPTER, WHILE ATTENPTINC TO0 LIFT OFF AT
KHE SANH, WAS HIT BY A MORTAR ROUND CAUSING THE AIRCRAFT TO
CRASH. RESULTING CASUALTIES WER? TWO KiLLED ONE UOUVDED (EVACUATED).
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...241 TACTICAL AIR SORTIES WERE FLOYN IN THE KHE 8ANH ARRA.

- THE MARINE AIRCRAFT WING FLEY 87 SORTIES. BOMB DAMAGE ASSESSMENT

. INCLUDED ONE SECONDARY FIRE, ONE MORTAR POSITION DESTROYED AND
- THREE KILLED. THE AIR FORCE FLEW 132 SORTIES, THE NAVY FLEW 22, =
-~ USING COMBAT SKY SPOT. ARC LIGHT B-52'S FLEW 14 STRIKES (40 SORTIES)

PO

- IN THE NIAGARA AREA.

. AERIAL RESUPPLY FOR THE REPORTING PERIOD AMOUNTED TO 183.5
SHORT TONS. THERE WERE 82 SHORT TONS OF CLASS V, AMMUNITION.
NINETEEN SHORT TONS OF VEHICLES, CONSISTING OF FORKLIFIS.

MAIL AND MEDICAL SUPPLIES AMOUNTED .TO 1.5 AND 4 SHORT TONS
RESPECTIVELY. IN ADDITION, 76 REPLACEMENT PASSENGERS WERE LANDED
AT THE AIRFIELD. SORTIES INCREASED TO A TOTAL OF 26. ELEVEN “
C-1350 AIRCRAFT COWPLETED 11 AIR DROPS. TWO C-130°'S AND ONE

USAF C-123 AIRCRAFT LANDED ON THE AIRFIELD. IN ADDITION,
RESUPPLY SORTIES BY MARINE HELICOPTERS WERE FLOWN.

THERE WERE TYO MISSIONS FIRED DURING THE PERIOD USING FIRECRACKER.
TWELVE ROUNDS WERE FIRED ON ENEMY TROOPS IN THE OPEN WITH _
UNDETERMINED RESULTS. ANOTHER SIX ROUNDS WERE EXPENDED IN CLOSE
DEFENSIVE FIRES. R S :

_ FOR THE NEXT 24 HOURS A TOTAL OF 288 TACTICAL AIR SORTIES
WILL BE FLOWN IN SUPPORT OF KME SANH,. THERE WILL BE EIGHT
ARC LIGHT STRIKES (24 SORTIES) FLOWN IN THE NIAGARA AREA.

- THE WEATHER AT XKHE SANH DURING THE PERIOD REMAINED BAD. - .
-LOW CLOUDS AND DENSE GROUND FOG REDUCED THE CEILING AND VISIBILITY
-TO NEAR ZERO DURING MOST OF THE PERIOD. CONDITIONS IMPROVED

SOMEWHAT DURING THE AFTERNOON WHEN THE CLOUD CEILING AND
VISIBILITY BECAME 1500 FOOT BROKEN AND SEVEN MILES. THE FORECAST
FOR TODAY CALLS FOR GRADUAL IMPROVEMENT FROM NEAR ZERO ' ,
CONDITIONS TO A 1200 FOOT CEILING AND SIX MILES VISIBILITY

BY 1:00 P.M. AFTER 6:00 P.M. THE CLOUD CEILING AND VISIBILITY WILL
BOTH LOWER TO NEAR-ZERO AND REMAIN SO THROUGHOUT THE REMAINDER

- OF THE PERIOD. ‘

DTG 231459Z FEB 68
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FEBRUARY 23, 1968

HEREWITH GENERAL JOHNSON'S TELEPHONE CONVERSATION WITH GENERAL
WESTHORELAND . . ' : _

1. GENERAL WESTMORELAND REPORTED QUITE A BIT OF SHELLING AT
KHE SANH AND IN THE DMZ AREA. OTHER INTELLIGENCE REPORTS
" OVER THE SCALE, THE HEL ICOPTER REPORTED HIT BY MORTAR FIRE
“AaT KHE SANHM MAY HAVE BEEN HIT BY A ROCKET ACCORDING TO INFOR=-
MATION THAT GENERAL ABRAMS PASSED TO GENERAL WESTMORELAND.

AN ATTACK ON KHE SANH 1S EXPECTED DURING THE NIGHT OF 23-24
FEBRUARY, SAIGON TIME, THE VIETNANESE RANGER BATTALION

HOLDING A PART OF THE PERIMETER AT KHE SANH WAS PROBED BY A
FORCE ESTIMATED TO BE A POSSIBLE ENEMY BATTALION, THE

PROBING FORCE USED FIRE CRACKERS, RUT INITIAL REPORTS INDICATE

- THE PROBE WAS NOT SUCCESSFUL.

2. U.S. MARINES CONTINUED TO CLEAR THE AREA OF THE CITADEL IN
HUE FOR WHICH THEY ARE RESPONSIBLE., THE VIETNAMESE HARINES
HAVE BEEN LESS ACTIVE THAN DESIRABLE. RECOILLESS RIFLES
DISCUSSED IN YESTERDAY'S TELEPHONE CALL WERE DELIVERED 10
VIETNAMESE MARINES ON 23 FEBRUARY. MORE AGGRESSIVE ATTACKS

BY THIS FORCE ARE EXPECTED ON 24 FEBRUARY, SECURITY FORCES

ON HIGHWAY 1, BETWEEN DA NANG AND HUE-PHU 3A1 CONTINUED TO

BE THICKENED. ONE BATTALION OF THE 82D AIRBORNE DIVISION

TASK FORCE MOVED FROM CHU LAI AND CLOSED AT HUE-PHU BaI JUST

3. THROUGHOUT THE REST OF SOUTH VIETNAM THE TEMPC QF ACTIVITY
DECREASED., THERE WERE NO REPORTS OF ACTIVITY IN 1I CORPS.
CONTACT CONT INUES WITH ENEMY FORCES WEST, NORTH AND EAST OF
SAIGON. GENERAL WEYAND REPORTED TO GENERAL WHEELER THAT FORCES

~ TN III CORPS ARE KILLING ABOUT 300 ENEMY A DAY. THERE IS SCHE
INDICATION THAT ENEMY FORCES HAVE BEEN DIRECTED ‘TO BREAK UP

INTO SMALLER UNITS IN THE SAIGON AREA AND TO FOCUS THEIR EFFORTS

ON DISRUPTING NORMAL ACTIVITY TO THE MAXIMUM EXTEINT OF THEI

. CAPABILITY. THIS INDICATION HAS NOT BEEN CONFIRMED.'
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: "4. IN v CORPS THERE IS A MIXED PICTURE. GENERAL ECKHARDT ‘fV
-~ REPORTED TQ GENERAL WHEELER THAT THE MAIN ROAD FROM SAIGON .
5 TO THE SOUTH SHOULD. BE OPENED TO CAU MAU IN THE SOUTHERNMOST = -~ =
- FROVINCE OF THE DELTA BY THE NIGHT OF 24 FEBRUARY. HE EXPECTS R
- INTERRUPTIONS TO OCCUR DURING HOURS OF DARKNESS BUT EXPECTS = - ' _
‘ TO BE ABLE TO RESTORE TRAFFIC DURING DAYLIGHT HOURS.' R

5. THE DAMAGE TO REGIONAL AND POPULAR FORCES APPEAR TO BE -
SMALL IN III CORPS. REPORTS ARE NOT YET COMPLETE. THERE IS A
MIXED PICTURE IN IV CORPS. SOME REGIONAL FORCES HAVE BEEN
~ HARD HIT. REPORTS INDICATE THAT APPROXIMATELY 500 POPULAR
- FORCES ARE STILL MISSING, ALTHOUGH GENERAL WESTMORELAND DOES
NOT BELIEVE THAT THIS IS AN ALARMING NUMBER BECAUSE IT IS A
’ %gkATIVELY SMALL PROPORTION OF THE TOTAL POPULAR FORCES IN IV
PS.

6. SPECIAL B-52 STRIKES WERE DIRECTED AT A REPORTED LOCATION

OF THE HEADQUARTERS, 7TH NvA DIVISION, APPROXIMATELY 10
_KILOMETERS SOUTH OF PHUCOC VINH. INITIAL ASSESSMENT INCICATED

SOME UNDERGROUND COMPLEXES HAVE BEEN OPENED UP, AND THERE

WERE NUMEROUS SECONDARY EXPLOSIONS. ADDITIONAL BOMB DAMAGE
ASSESSMENT WILL BE MADE. GENERAL WESTMORELAND HAD INTENDED TO
DIRECT AN INTENSIVE BOMBING BY THE B~525 OF ENEMY CONCENTRATIONS

- IN THE A SHAU VALLY., HE HAS DELAYED THESE STRIKES IN FAVOR :
OF SHIFTING THE B-52 EFFORT TO THE KHE SANH AREA BECAUSE OF

THE REPCRTED IMMINENCE OF ENEMY ATTACK ON KHE SANH. '

7. GENERAL WESTMORELAND REPORTED THE LATEST CASUALTY FIGURES
ACCRUED SINCE 29 JANUARY 1968: KIA 40,199; DETAINED 6,671}
INDIVIDUAL WEAPONS CAPTURED 9,853; AND CREW~SERVED WEAPONS
CAPTURED 1,482, GENERAL WE"TMORELAND WENT ON TO EXPLAIN THAT
HE BELIEVES THE CASUALTY COUNT IS A REASONABLE ONE, ALTHOUGH
IT PROBABLY INCLUDES PORTERS AND LABORERS ASSISTING ENEMY
FORCES. ANY INFLATION OF REPORTED CASUALTIES CAUSED BY THE
INCLUSION OF PORTERS AND LABORERS IS OFFSET BY CASUALTIES
RESUTING FROM ARTILLERY AND AIR STRIKES THAT ARE NOT INCLUDED
IN THE REPORTS OF ENEMY CASUALTIES.

8., I ALSO TALXED BRIEFLY TO GENERAL PALMER WHO BELIFVES THAT

THE SITUATION THROUGHOUT SOUTHERN VIETNAM IS “TABILIZING SOHE=-
WHAT, ALTHOUGH OBVIOUSLY NOT YET BACK TO NORMAL.

. DTG : 2316212 FEB 68
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