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DECLASSIFIE])ASHINGTON. 0, C. 20301 

, Authority o.~s /()-3-7.r~· CM-305l-68 '2- . -( 24 Feb 1968 
By ==1, NARS, Date ..3-IJ-?2. 

MEMORANDUM FOR THE PRESIDENT . 

Subj ect: Telephone Conversation with General Westmoreland 
and General Abrams 

1. General Westmoreland's daily cable reports on activity 
at Khe Sanh and in the mlz area. Following heavy artillery, 
mortar and rocket fire at Khe Sanh on the afternoon and evening 
of 23 February, reports for 24 February indicate only light and 
sporadic fire at Khe Sanh. 

2. Vietnamese forces have captured the Palace inside the 
Citadel and the VC flag that was flying over the Palace is now 
in the First ARVN Division Command Post. Friendly forces hold 
all of Hue except a quarter circle 500 meters in radius at the 
southwest corner of the Citadel wall. General Westmoreland 
commented that it appeared that enemy resistance ,vas crumbling. 
President Thieu plans to visit Hue on 25 February, although 
General Westmoreland indicated that the weather forecast is such 
that President Thieu may not be able to land. General Abrams 
reports a number of gallant actions by the First ARVN Division 
starting with attack on Citadel west wall at 0200 hours on 
24 February and CUlminating in seizure of the Palace after 
daylight. The responsible company commander was promoted to 
Captain on the spot b~ the Vietnamese Division Commander. The 
remaining enemy-held area is tightly encircled. Enemy withdrawal 
is expec ted. ' 

3. There was little activity in the II Corps Area. 

4. In III Corps Area the major activity was the rocket 
attack on Tan Son Nhut and the area around Tan Son Nhut. One 
round landed not far from the house where General Wheeler was 
spending the night. General Wheeler and General Westmoreland are 
spending the night of 24-25 February in General Westmoreland's 
Headquarters. 

5. In IV Corps Area 19 separate operations throughout the 
Corps Area resul ted in 109 enemy killed at a cost of ,30 Vietnamese 
killed. Two battalions of the U.S. Riverine Force swept an 
island in the river immediately north of Can Tho and Binh Tuy 
airfield and picked up a number of Viet Cong suspects. This 
island has been a source of fire against river patrol craft 
and has constituted a long-time nuisance. Highway 4 was open 
from Saigon to Bac Lieu on 24 February. 

: me ,$EGiiJ:I - -
~()py LBJ UBRARY 
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6. I questioned General Westmoreland concerning intelli-
gence reports that indicate an early attack on Da Nang. 
General Westmoreland indicated that he and General Wheeler 
visited Da Nang on 24 February and that the threat of ground 
attack on Da Nang does not appear to be significant. I also 
questioned him about the movement of substantial enemy forces 
from the north into the Saigon area. He believes that the three 
divisions reported in the area have suffered substantial casualties 
in earlier contacts and that the forces guarding Saigon can handle 
the situation. General Westmoreland has the capability to reinforce 
Saigon promptly. 

7. Following the visit to Da Nang, General Wheeler and 
General Westmoreland met with President Thieu, Vice President Ky 
and General Vien. Topics discussed were not reviewed by 
General Westmoreland, but he indicated a wide-ranging, useful 
and realistic exchange of views. 

8. General Westmoreland is endeavoring to divert some B-S2 
strikes into the A Shau Valley where he reports that 30 ground 
targets exist that constitute what he considers to be an alternate 
logistics complex built up to support the attack on Hue. Diver­
sions of B-S2 strikes will not be at the expense of a continued 

'pounding around Khe Sanh. In addition, intelligence teams will 
be inserted in and near A Shau Valley as weather permits; 
unfavorable weather has prevented attempts made during this past 

, week. 
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~r1\Cf-G~ 
HAROLD K. ~N~~N 
ACTING CHAIRMAN 
JOINT CHIEFS OF STAFF 
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Recei ·red· LBJ Ranch CommCen . 

'io:oo A.M. CST Satu~ay 24 Feb 68 
FROM WALT ROSTOW 
TO THE PRESIDENT 
CITE CAP80537 

S!CREI 

FEBRUARY 24, 1968 

TODAY'S KHE SANK REPORT: 

1500 ROUNDS OF MORTAR AND ARTILLERY FIRE; 

o -- St1ALL PROBING GROUND CONTACTS; 
. /> DECLASSIFIED 

,., 

-- 165 TONS DELIVERED; 

BAD WEATHER CONT INUES; 

. OSO letter JAN 3 1979 
Authonty .•. '. . ... -. .... " ,,'" 

,.£). 6-~S-)q 
~ ~ __ ; NARS, Date, ...... .;a,,_ ..... / 

-- NEVERTHELESS, CONSIDERABLE AIR SUPPORT AND SOME 

SECONDA~Y EXPLOSIONS. 

ADDITIONAL LATE ITEM: INTELLIGENCE INDICATES THE ENE11Y'S 

MAJOR ARTILLERY REGIMENT HAS MOVED UP CLOSE TO THE BASE NEAR 

KHE SANH TOWN. 

TEXT OF CABLE FROM GENERAL WESTMORELAND 

. THIS IS REPORT NUMBER TWENTY ON THE SITUAT ION IN THE KHE SANH/DMZ 

AREA AND COVERS THE 24-HOUR PERIOD FEBRUARY 23, 1968. 

FRIENDL Y ELEMENTS BORDERItlG IN THE DMZ EXPERIENCED AN ACCELERATED 

ENEMY THRUST YESTERDAY AS ENEMY FIRING WAS IN EXCESS OF 1500 ROUNDS OF 

MIXED MORTAR AND ARTILLERY, EARMARKED FOR FRIENDLY HELD INSTALLATIONS. 

KHE SANH COMBAT BASE, THE PREFERRED ENEt1Y TARGET, BORE OVER 85 PERCENT 

OF THESE ENE!1Y EXPLOSIVES AS 1000 ROUNDS OF ARTILLERY, AND 300 ROm'lOS OF 

MORTAR INPACTED IN THE VICINITY. CASUALTIES WERE: 10 KILLED IN ACTION, 

51 WOUNDED IN ACT ION (21 EVACUATED). INCIDENT TO THE BOMBARD~:ENT WAS A 

FIRE IN AN AMMUNITION SUPPLY DUMP, AS 1000 HIGH EXPLOSIVE ROUNDS, 

120 CANISTER ROUNDS BOTH 90t1M AND 500 BEEHIVE ROUNDS 106MM 'JlERE 

. DESTROYED. RESUPPL Y IS SCHEDULED FOR TOMORROW. COUNTER BATTERY 

WAS FIRED ON SUSPECTED ENEt1Y FIRING POSITIONS RESULTING 

IN ONE LARGE SECO t.'DAR Y EXPLOSION. 
FEW AREAS WENT UNTOUCHED IN NORTHERN QUANG TRI PROVINCE 

DURING THE REPORTING PER 100. CM}P CARROLL RECE IVED 23 ROUNDS 

OF HORTAR; 26 ARTILLERY ROUNDS Ii1?ACTED AT DONG HA. FOUR 

MARINES REQUIRED EVACUAT ION AT CAt1P CARROLL; HID 11AR HIES 

WERE SLIGHTLY WOUNDED AT DONG HA. AT CON THIEN ,FOUR AFTERNOON ENE~:Y 

.BARRAGES BROUGHT 65 ROUNDS OF HEAVY ARTILLERY ATOP POSITIONS 

~<;; HELD BY THE MAR INES. AN ART ILLER! _B_~L~B~~?_~E~! ~~L~_~~:"~HE SALINE 

1· ' .. /. 
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AREA AS ELENENTS FROM THE 1ST MARINES COUNTt:lJl>l !WUNU;:', 
WHICH INFLICTED MINOR WOUNDS ON ONE MARINE. FINALLY, ENEMY 
ATTENTION CONTINUED TO FOCUS AT CUA VIET AS THE 1ST AMTRAC 
RECEIVED 18 ROUND S OF ART ILLERY. 
'o'o IN GROUND ACTION YESTERDAY, AN ARVN RANGER BATALLION MADE 
CONTACT WITH AN ESTINATED ENEMY BATTALLION AT 'oKHE SANH, 
200-400 METERS FROM THE PERIMETER. FRIENDLY ARTILLERY WAS 
FIRED IN SUPPORT. CASUALT IE S ARE UNREPORTED. ALSO, IN A SMALL 
CONTACT AGAINST A SMALL ENEMY FORCE, A MARINE C0l1PANY 
SUCCEEDED IN KILLING 7 NVA, WHILE SUSTAINING ONE FRIENDLY 
FATALITY. 

THIRTY ROUNDS OF 1051'11'1 COFRAM ORDNANCE WERE EMPLOYED 
IN ONE MISSION IN SUPPORT OF THE ARVN RANGER BATALLION 
IN THE VICINITY OF THE KHE SANH Cot1BAT BASE ON A SUSPECTED 
NVA BATALLION, V!ITH UNDETERMINED RESULTS. 

A TOTAL 351 TACTICAL SORTIES WERE FLOWN DURING THE PERIOD 
IN SUPPORT OF KHESANH. MARINE AIRCRAFT FLEW 68 SORTIES. 
BO~iBDANAGE ASSESSMENT INCLUDED THREE SECONDARY EXPLOSIONS, 
TWO SECONDARY FIRES, AND SIX BUNKERS DESTROYED. THE AIR FORCE 
FLEV! 199 SORTIES AND THE NAVY FLD! 84 SORTIES. VJEATHER AGAIN 
NECESSITATED THE MAJOR IT Y OF MISSIONS BE ING COMBAT SKY 
SPOT. BOMB DAMAGE ASSESS~lENT FROM VISUAL STRIKES INCLUDED 
SIX SECONDARY EXPLOSIONS, SEVEN SECONDARY FIRES, NINE ROAD 
CUTS, TWO ROCKET POSITIONS DESTROYED, AND FIVE TRUCKS AND 
FOUR BUNKER S DESTROYED. THERE WERE 14 B-52 STR IKES (45 SORTIES) 
FLOWN IN THE NIAGARA AREA. 

AERIAL RESUPPLY TO KHE SANH FOR THE PERIOD AMOUmED TO 
165 SHORT TONS. MED ICAL SUPPL IE S MlOUNTED TO ONE SHORT TON. 
IN ADDITION 17 REPLACEMENT PASSENGERS WERE LANDED AT THE 
THE AIR FIELD. RESUPPLY SORTIES TOTALED 15 ON 23 FEB. 
TEN C130 AIRCRAFT COMPLETED 10 AIRDROPS. THREE C123 AIRCRAFT 
LANDED AT THE AIRFIELD AS DID 2 MARINE HELICOPTERS. 

FOR THE NEXT PERIOD 288 TACTICAL AIR SORTIES WILL BE FLO'IIN 
IN SUPPORT OF KHE SANH. THERE WILL BE SEVEN ARC LIGHT STRIKES 
<4.2 SORTIES) FLO~JN IN THE NIAGARA AREA. 

THR01,l3HOUT THE PERIOD, THE WEATHER AT KHE SANH ~!AS POOR, 
WITH LOW STRATUS CLOUDS REDUCING THE CEILING TO 100 TO 1000 
FOOT BROKEN AND DENSE GROUND FOG LOWERING SURFACE VISIBILITY 
TO 1/16 TO 5 MILES. . 

THE FORECAST FOR TODAY IS FOR CLOUD CEILINGS AND SURFACE 
VISIBILITIES NEAR ZERO EXCEPT FROM 1000 AM TO 6:00 PM WHEN 
THE CEILING WILL RAISE TO 500 FOOT BROKEN AND THE VISIBILITY 
TO 1 MILE IN GROUND FOG AND DRIZZLE • 

. DTG 241410Z FEB 68 
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FROM ~IALT ROSTQ1.~ 
TO THE PRESIDENT 
CITE CAP8054,3 

T e F 9 ! e R t 1 

FEBRUARY 24, 1968 

HERE'HTH GEN. JOHNSOW S REPORT OF TELEPHONE CONVERSAT ION 
WITH WESTY AND ABRAMS. .------------.-----,--------_._-, .. 

IN THE PAST T"IENTY-FOUR HOUFS A TOtJE OF Sot1Elmo.T INCREASED . 
CONFIDENCE' IS EMERGI"lG FROM OUR MILITARY IN SA.IGON -- AS IF THE 
SCALE ANI) LI'IlITS OF THE TASK AHEAD HAD BECOME MORE MEASURABLE 
AND'MANAGEABLE. BUT MUCH OBSCURITY STILL BECLOUDS THE COUNTRY­
SIDE 'mERE ~!OST OF THE PEOPLE ARE. 

1~ GENERAL ~IEST~·!ORELAND· S DAILY CABU REPORTS mJ ACTIVITY AT 
KHE SAlJH AND IN THE DMZ AREA. FOLLmlING HEAVY ART ILLERY, MORTAR 
AND ROcvET FIRE AT KHE SANH ON THE AFTERNOON AND EVENING OF 23 
FEBRUARY. REPORTS FOR 24 FEBRUARY IND ICATE ONLY LIGHT AND 
SPORADIC FIRE AT KHE SANH. 

2. VIETNAMESE FORCES HAVE CAPTURED THE PALACE INSIDE THE 
. CITADEL AND THE VC FUG THAT WAS FLYING OVER THE P~LACE IS NOI·, 

IN THE FIRST ARlIN DIVISION COt1MAND POST. FRIENDLY FORCES ~OLD 
ALL OF HUE EXCEPT A QUARTER CIRCLE 500 HTERS IN RA.DIIJS AT 
THE SOUTH'!IEST CORt-IER OF THE CITADEL ~IALL. GENERAL WESTMORELAND 
COMt1ENTED THAT IT APPEARED THAT ENE~Y RESISTANCE l11A5 CRUt-'BLING. 
PRESIDENT TI-lIEU PLANS TO VISIT HUE ON 25 FEBRUARY, ALTHOUGH 
GENERAL IJESHlORELAND INDICATED THAT THE WEATHER FORECAST IS 
SUCH THAT PRESIDENT T1-!IEU MAY NOT BE ABLE TO LAND. Gn1ERAL 
ABRAttlS REPORTS A NUMBER OF GALLANT ACTIONS BY THE FIRST ARVN 
DIVISION STARTING 1!1!TH ATTACK ON CITADEL ~TEST I~ALL AT 0200 HO"RS 
ON 24 FEBRU,IIRY AND CULMINATING IN SEIZURE OF THE PALACE AFTER 
DAYLIGHT. TUE RESPONSIBLE COMPANY CO~'1>' ANDER '~AS PRO ... OTED TO 
CAPTAIN ON THE SPOT BY THE VIETNAMESE DIVISION CO""~ANDER. THE 
RE!olAINING ENEMY-HELD AREA IS TIGHTLY ENCIRCLED. n:E"1Y ~'ITH-
DRAl.~ AL IS EXPECTED. 

. ', -- ., • 
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<noPY I.BJ UBRARY 
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t.:· -4. IN .III CORPS AREA THE MAJOR ACTIVITY WAS THE ROCKET 
\ ATTACK ON TAN SON NHUT AND THE AREA AROU~tD TAN SON NHUT. ONE 

ROUND LANDED NOT FAR FRO~l THE HOUSE WHERE GENERAL ~JHEELER WAS 
SPENDING THE NIGHT. GENERAL WHEELER AND GENERAL WESTMORELAND ARE 
SPENDING THE NIGHT OF 24-25 FEBRUARY IN GENERAL WESH10RELAND·S 
HEADQUARTERS. 

5. IN IV CORPS AREA 19 SEPARATE OPERAT IONS THROUGHOUT THE 
CORPS AREA RESULTED n t 109 ENEMy KILLED AT A COST OF 30 VIETNAMESE 
KILLFD. Tt·IO BATTALIONS OF THE U.S. RIVERINE FORCE SMUT AN 
ISLA~tD IN THE RIVER IMMEDIATELY NORTH OF CAN THOII.ND BINH 
TUY AIRFIELD AND PICKED UP A NUMBER OF VIET CONG SUSPECTS. THIS 
ISLAMD HAS BEEN A SOURCE OF FIRE AGAINST RIVER PATROL CRAFT AND 
HAS CONSTITUTED A LONG-TIME NUISANCE. HIGHt·IAY 4 WAS OPEN FRor~ 
SAIGON TO BAC LIEU ON 24 FEBRUARY. 

6. I ~UESTIONED GENERAL 1'.'ESTMORELMtD CONCERNHt(l INTELLIGENCE 
REPORTS THAT INDICATE AN EARLY ATTACK ON DA NANG. GE~tERAL 
WESTMORELAND INDICATED THAT HE AND GENERAL WHEELER VISITED DA 
NANG ON 24 FEBRUARY AND THAT THE THREAT OF GROUND ATTACK ON 
DA NANG DOES NOT APPEtI.R TO BE SIGNIFICANT. I ALSO QUESTIONED 
HI'1 ABOUT THE MOVEMENT OF SUBST ANTrAL ENEMY FORCES FRO'! THE 
NORTH INTO THE SAIGON AREA. HE BELIEVES THAT THE THREE DIVISIONS 
REPORTED IN THE AREA HAVE SUFFERED SUESTANTIAL CASUALTIES IN 
EARLIER CONTACTS AND THAT THE FORCES GUARDING SAIGON CMl HANDLE 
THE SITUATION. GENERAL ~)ESTMORELAND HAS THE CAPABILITY TO 
REINFORCE ,SAIGON PROMPTLY. 

7. FOLLOII/ING THE VISIT TO DA NANG, GENERAL WHEELER AND 
GENERAL WESTII10RELMlD MET WITH PRESIDENT THIEIl, VICE PRESIDENT 
KY AND GENEPII.L VIEN. TOPICS DISCUSSED WERE NOT REVIEWED BY 
GENERAL 1"ESTII10RELAND, BUT HE INDICATED A WIDE-RANGING, USUUL 
AND REALISTIC EXCHANGE OF VIEb)S. 

8. GE~lERAL ~IESP!ORELAND IS ENDEAVORING TO DIVERT SOME B-52 
STRIKES INTO THE A SHAU VALLEY WHERE HE REPORTS THAT 30 
GROUND TARGETS EXIST THAT CONSTITUTE \!)H.~T HE CONSIDERS TO BE AN 
ALTERNATE LOGISTICS COMPLEX BUILT UP TO SUPPORT THE ATTACK ON 
HUE. DIVERSIONS OF 9-52 STRIKES ~lILL NOT BE AT THE EXPENSE OF A 
CONTINUES POUNDING AROUND KHE SAN"!. IN ADDITION, D1TELLIGENCE 
TEAMS ~lILL BE INSERTED IN AND NEAR A SHAU VALU:Y AS WEATHER 
PERMITS; UNFAIJOR~'3LE I·IEATHER HAS PREVENTED ATTEMPS MADE DURING 
THIS PAST WEEK. 

DTG: 241611Z FEB 68 
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. DE WTE 847 

FROM WALT ROSTOW . , 
TO THE PRESIDENT DECLASSIFIED -' .' 
CITE CAP80564 Authority OSD letter JAN.3 '1979 
5 E eRE I By ","-€ ,NARS,Date t -,;)S-?7 

MR. ROSTOW WILL BE IN LATER THIS MORNING AND WILL A COMMENT ON THIS REPORT FOR YOU. 
TEXT OF CABLE FROM GENERAL WESTMORELAND. 

HAVE 

THIS IsLBE~ORT NU14BER TWENTY-ONE)O~T~ SITUATION IN THE KHE SAN1l7D'iiiZAREA ,6;ND-COVERS THE 24-HOUR PERIOD FEBRUARY 24, 1968. 

ENEMY ACTION SLACKENED CONSIDERABLY IN NORTHERN QUANG TRI PROVINCE YESTERDAY AS COMPARED TO THE PREVIOUS DAY'S ACTIVITIES. ENEMY SHELLING DECREASED GREATLY. THE KHE SANH COMBAT BASE WAS AGAIN THE PRIMARY TARGET OF THE ENEMY SHELLING AS THE FRIENDLY FORCES RECEIVED OVER HALF OF THE 532 ROUNDS OF ARTIl.l.ERY, ROCKET, AND MORTAR ROUNDS DIRECTED AGAINST OUR AREAS YESTERDAY. FRIENDl.Y CASUALTIES AT KHE SANH 'AS THE RESULT OF THE ENEMY SHELLING AMOUNTED TO SEVEN KILLED AND 20 WOUNDED, WITH 11 WOUNDED EVACUATED. 
ENEMY EFFORTS RELAXED IN THE LANCASTER AREA AS ONLY ONE MORTAR ROUND IMPACTED AT CAMP CARROLL. FOUR ROUNDS OF MORTAR FELL AT DONG HA WITH FOUR ADDITIONAL ROUNDS FALLING AT C-2. FIVE MARINES REQUIRED EVACUATION AT C-2. ENEMY SHELLING INTENSIFIED AT CON THIEN, HOIJEVER, AS THAT BASE RECEIVED 237 EARLY AFTERNOON ROUNDS OF MORTAR AND ARTILLERY, RESULTING IN TWO MARINES KILLED, AND FIVE WOUNDED AND EVACUATED. AT CUA VIET, THE 1ST AMTRAC BATTALION RECEIVED 18 ROUNDS OF 100MM ARTILLERY IN THE AFTERNOON, WITH THREE MARINES REQUIRING EVACUATION. OTHER THAN SHELLING, ACTIVITIES IN THE AREA CONSISTED OF . THREE SPORADIC CONTACTS INVOLVING THE 3D BATTALION, 3D MARINES AND THE 1ST BATTALION, 4TH MARINES IN OPERATION KENTUCKY. THEY ENGAGED AND KILLED 11 NVA WHILE SUSTAINING NO FRIENDLY CASUALTIES. IN AN OBSERVED FIRE MISSION Y£STERDAY, FIVE NVA WERE KILLED IN THE OPEN ABOUT SEVEN KILOMETERS SOUTHEAST OF CAMP CARROLL. AT CUA VIET A NAVY CONVOY WITH THREE UTILITY LANDING CRAFTS, ONE MECHANIZED LANDING CRAFT, AND PATROL CRAFT, RECEIVED ANTI-TANK ROCKET, AUTOMATIC WEAPONS FIRE AND MORTAR FIRE, RESULTING IN TWO 

j!Y. 

.USN WOUNDED AND EVACUATED. . ..... _ .",' ... - ...... :. .... . u., ______ ........ _.- .--- -....,-
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THERE WERE FIVE ROUNDS OF COFRAM TYPE ORDNANCE FIRED DURING THIS PERIOD, MIXED WITH HIGH EXPLOSIVES, ON TROOPS . IN THE OPEN, WITH UNDETERMINED RESULTS DUE TO OBSERVER-TO­TARGET RANGE. 

A TOTAL 294 TACTICAL AIR SORTIES WERE FLOWN DURING THE PERIOD IN SUPPORT OF KHE SANH. MARINE AIRCRAFT FLEW . 92 SORTIES, WITH BOMB DAMAGE INCLUDING THREE SECONDARY EXPLOSIONS, FOUR SECONDARY FIRES, AND TWO BUNKERS DESTROYED. THE AIR FORCE FLEW 162 SORTIES, THE NAVY FLEW 40, WITH 106 SORTIES ON COMBAT SKY SPOT. VISUAL BOMB DAMAGE INCLUDED TWO SECONDARY EXPLOSIONS, SEVEN SECONDARY FIRES, FIVE MILITARY STRUCTURES DESTROYED, AND 30 MILITARY STRUCTURES DAMAGED. SEVEN B-52 STRIKES (36 SORTIES) WERE FLOWN IN THE NIAGARA AREA. 
AERIAL RESUPPLY TO KHE SANH FOR THE PERIOD AMOUNTED to 152 SHORT TONS. SIXTY-NINE PASSENGERS WERE LANDED AT , THE AIRFIELD. RESUPPLY SORTIES TOTALLED 24 ON 24 FEBRUARY. NINE C-130 AIRCRAFT COMPLETED NINE AIR-DROPS. FIVE C-123 AIRCRAFT LANDED AT THE AIRFIELD AS DID TEN MARINE HELICOPTERS. 
FOR THE NEXT 24 HOURS 288 TACTICAL AIR SORTIES WILL BE FLOWN IN SUPPORT OF KHE SANH. THERE WILL BE SEVEN ARC LIGHT STRIKES (39 SORTIES) FLOWN IN THE NIAGARA AREA. 
WEATHER AT KHE SANH DURING THE PERIOD REMAINED ABOUT THE SAME. CLOUDS REDUCED THE CEILING TO LESS THAN 600 FEET AND DENSE FOG LOWERED THE SURFACE VISIBILITY TO LESS THAN THREE MILES. FROM 11:00AM - 5:00P~1 THERE WAS SOME IMPROVEMENT AS THE CEILING LIFTED TO 1700 FEET AND THE VISIBILITY TO SEVEN MILES. THE FORECAST FOR 25 - 26 FEBRUARY DOES NOT INDICATE ANY SIGNIFICANT CHANGE. 
I AM VERY PLEASED TO REPORT THAT HUE CITADEL WAS CLEARED OF ENEMY AND SECURED AT 7130AM. I HAVE JUST SENT MY CONGRATULATIONS TO GEN TRUONG. . 
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FROM WALT ROSTO~I 
TO THE PRESIDENT 
CITE CAP80565 

-T 0 P 5 E C '" E T 

, DECLASSIFIED 

Authority ~C51~-3 74' <~p!;J,) 
By: ~ • NARS, Date3-/~-"7f 

FEBRUARY 25, 1968 

HERE~IITH GEN. JOHNSON'S REPORT OF TELEPHONE CONVERSATION WITH 
GENERAL WESHIORELAND 

1. GENERAL ~I£STNORELAND INDICATED THAT HIS DAIL Y CABLE 
AND OPERATIONS REPORT S COVERED THE SITUAT ION IN SOUTH VIETNAM 
COMPREHENSIVELY. HE ADDED THE FOLLOilING CO~lMENTS AS OF THE 
TIME OF MY CONVERSATION WITH HIM. 

THE: RECOVERY OF HUE WAS A SIGNIFICANT MORALE BOOSTER TO 
THE VIETNAMESE IN THE AREA. PRESIDENT THIEU VISITED HUE 
AND EXTENDED HIS CONGRATULATIONS TO THE FORCES THERE. 
THE VIETNAMESE INTEND TO RETAIN THREE VIETNAMESE MARINE 
BATTALIONS IN AND AROUND THE CITY. THE 3D ARVN REGIMENT 
OF THE FIRST ARVN DIVISION WILL RETURN TO ITS OPERATIONAL 
AREA NORTHWEST OF THE CITY WHERE IT WILL RECEIVE 
REPLACEMENTS AND HAVE IT S' COMBAT CAPAB ILITY RESTORED. 

2. DUR ING THE DA Y SONE ENEMY 13011:1 ART ILLERY SHELLS 
LANDED AT DONG HA. IN T HE RUNG SAT SPECIAL ZONE SOUT HEA ST OF 
SAIGON ONE TUG AND ONE MERCHANT SHIP WERE TAKEN UNDER FIRE BY 
WHAT ARE PRESUMED TO BE RECOILLESS RIFLES AND POSSIBLY RPG-2 
AND RPG-7 ROCKETS. ALL DAMAGE WAS ABOVE THE ~IATER LINE AND 
THE TUG AND THE SHIP PROCEEDED TO SA IGON UNDER THE IR OWN ?O\~ER. 

3. THE PATTERN OF ENENY ACT IONS INDICATES AN ENEMY EFFORT 
TO ISOLATE AND STRANGLE MAJOR POPULAT ION CENTERS WITH A 
SPECIAL EFFORT DIREGrED TOWARD SAIGON. 

'4. TrE GENERAL TENPO OF AGr IVITY THROUGHOUT SOUTH VIETNAt1 
APPEARS TO BE SLO'HNG DO\vN SO:-:EWHAT. THE ENENY IS HARDER TO 
,FIND AND HE APPEARS TO BE BREAKING DO\~N INTO Sl'!ALLER UNITS. 

5. GENERAL WESTMORELAND CONTINUES TO BE CONCERNED ABOUT THE 
DETAIL CONTAINED IN NEWS STORIES FILED FROt1 SOUTH VIETNAM. HE 
EXPECTS TO HAVE A REVIEW OF HIS PROCEDURES COMPLETED BY THE 

'EVENING OF 26 FEBRUARY AND IS PREPARED TO WITHDRA' .. ; THE CREDENTIALS 
OF CERTAIN REPORERS IF GROUND RULES HAVE, IN FACT, BEEN VIOLATED 
BY THEt1. 

~;;'J, m' ___ -'I;\1JJ,"" 

€jOPV!.BJ UBRARY 
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,·;'->:-"--,'-'.6. TiiE ~"TA YING POWER OF THE ARVN'cONT INUES TO BE UNDER . 
. '.... ',INTENSIVE STUDY. VIET NAME SE UNIT S HAVE NOW BEEN ENGAGED ACT IVEL Y 

FOR ABOUT 26 DAYS. THEY HAVE SUFFERED !tiGRE THAN A NOR~lAL NUMBER 
OF CASUALTIES. SOUTH VIETNAMESE MILITARY AUTHORITIES HAVE TAKEN 
THE FOLLO\lING ACT IONS: 

A. SEPARATIONS (DISCHARGES) FROM THE MILITARY FORCES 
HAVE BEEN DISCONTINUED FOR THOSE INDIVIDUALS WHO HAVE PERFORMED 
LESS THAN 5 YEARS OF ACT IVE SERVICE. 

B. INDIVIDUALS WHO HAVE BEEN SEPARATED IN THE PAST 
WITH LESS THAN 5 YEARS OF ACT IVE SERVICE ARE BEING RECALLED TO 
ACTIVE SERVICE. GENERAL WESTMORELAND DOES NOT BELIEVE ANY SUB­
STANTIAL NUMBER HAVE YET RETURNED TO DUTY BECAUSE THIS PROGRAt1 
HAS JUST BEEN STARTED. 

C.INDIVIDUALS CHARGED WITH MILITARY OFFENSES AND 
SERVING IN LABOR UNITS OR CONFINED IN tlILITARY CONFINEMENT FACILI­
TIES HAVE BEEN GRANTED AMNESTY AND ARE BEING RETURNED TO THEIR 
MILITARY UNITS. 

D. SOME INDIVIDUALS ARE IN TRAINING TO MEET REQUIRE-
MENTS OF THE EXPANDED VIETNAMESE MILITARY STRUCTURE. GENERAL 
WESTMORELAND DID NOT KNOW WHETHER THESE INDIVIDUALS ~lILL BE 
.DIVERTED TO REPLACE THE HIGHER THAN EXPECTED CASUALTIES IN THE 
EXISTING MILITARY STRUCTURE. (MY COMMENT: DIVERSION TO REPLACE 
CASUALTIES WILL BE AT THE EXPENSE OF FORMING THE ADDITIONAL ARVN 
MILITARY UNIT S.) 

7. GENERAL WESTMORELAND RECEIVED A LETTER DAY BEFORE 
YESTERDAY FROM GENERAL VIEN, CHIEF OF THE SOUTH VIETNA~IESE JOINT 
GENERAL STAFF, POINT ING OUT THE UNFAVORABLE Il1PACT ON VIETNMESE 
MORALE OF THE LARGE NUMBER OF MODERN \~EAPONS IN THE HANDS OF 
ENEMY UNITS, INCLUDING INDIVIDUAL GUERRILLAS. GENERAL WESTMORELAND 
INDICATED THE VIETNAMESE HAVE NO CONFIDENCE IN THE CARBINE AND 
DESCRIBED IT AS A "POP GUN." ' 

8. GENERAL WHEELER DEPARTED SA IGON AT APPROXIMATELY 4 P.M., 
SUNDAY, SAIGON TIME FOR BANGKOK. 

DTG: 251532Z FEB .68 
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Authority ,lc.S /D - '1_ 76; NSC. 8 _/~-.it) 
By +=i3 . NARS. Date ~ -.;;I_Ko 

FEBRUARY 26, 1968' 

HEREWITH WESTY REPORTS HIS NEW DISPOSITIONS: 

-- TO DEAL WITH A PROBABLE ATTACK (FEB. 27 OR 28) IN 
THE WESTERN HIGHLANDS (DAK TO-KONTUM-PLEIKU); 

-- AND TO GET THE ARVN BACK ON THEIR FEET AND MOVING, 
WHICH WILL HAVE GEN. ABRAMS' FULL ATTENTION, WITH 
GEN. CUSHMAN TAKING OVER THE I CORPS. 

SUBJECT: GENERAL JOHNSON'S TELEPHONE CONVERSATION WITH GENERAL 
WESTMORLAND 

1. GENERAL WESTMORELAND'S DAILY REPORT NUMBER 22 COVERS 
THE SIGNIFICANT ACTIVITY IN SOUTH VIETNAM. GENERAL WESTMORELAND 
IS NOW TURNING HIS ATTENTION TO BOTH IHE NEAR-TERM AND LONGER­
TERM FUTURE •. IN THE I CORPS AREA HE INTENDS TO CONVERT 
MACV FORWARD TO A PROVISIONAL CORPS HEADQUARTERS TO COMMAND 
uPERATIONS NORTH OF AlVAN PASS. WHEN THIS CONVERSION TAKES 
FLACE, THE PROVISIONAL CORPS, THE FIRST MARINE DIVISION IN 
THE DA NANG-AI VAN PASS AREA AND THE AMERICAL DIVISION 
WILL BE SUBORDINATE TO III MAF HEADQUARTERS, C0l1MANDED BY 
GENERAL CUSHMAN. IT IS THE INTEi~TI';'N TO CONCENTRATE NOW 
IN CONJUNCTION WITH THE FIRST ARVN DIVI.SION IN CLEARING 
THE ENEMY FROM THE COASTAL AREAS AND AS THE MONSOON SHIFTS, 
TO WORK AGAINST THE ENEMY AND HIS BASE AREAS TO THE WEST 

. AWAY FROM THE COASTAL AREAS. IN THE MEANTIME, B-52 STRIKES 
WILL BE EMPLOYED AGAINST ENEMY TROOP CONCENTRATIONS IN THE 
A SHAU VALLEY. INTELLIGENCE TEAMS ARE STANDING BY WAITING 
FOR A WEATHER BREAK TO BE INSERTED IN THE VICINITY OF THE 

. A SHAU VALLEY, TO GET BETTER INTELLIGENCE OF ENEMY ACTIVITIES 
IN THAT AREA. 

·1 
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2. SOME TROOP ADJUSTMENTS ARE TAKING PLACE IN THE II 
CORPS AREA. TWO BATT ALlONS OF THE 173RD BR IGADE HAVE BEEN 
MOVED TO THE VICINITY OF KONTUM AND THE BRIGADE HEADQUARTERS 
WILL MOVE TO THIS AREA FROM BAN ME THUOT WITHIN THE NEXT 
48 HOURS. THE ENEMY WHO HAVE THREATENED BAN ME THUOT <THE 
33D NVA REGIMENT> APPEARS TO HAVE WITHDRAWN TO THE WEST. 
GENERAL WESTMORELAND ESTIMATES THAT THEY HAVE ONE OR TWO 
COMBAT EFFECTIVE BATTALIONS; THAT THEY ARE NOW ENGAGED IN 
RESTORING THEIR COMBAT STRENGTH; AND HE EXPECTS CONTACT WILL 
BE GAINED AGAIN WITH THIS UNIT THREE OR FOUR WEEKS FROM 
NOW. GENERAL WESTMORELAND HAS DISCUSSED THE FRIENDLY TACTICAL 
POSTURE IN II CORPS WITH GENERAL ROSSON, AND THE TWO OF 
THEM BELIEVE THAT FORCES ARE WELL DI.SPOSED TO MEET ANY ATTACK 
IN THE WESTERN HIGHLANDS, IF SUCH ATTACK TAKES PLACE. 

3. GENERAL WESTMORELAND MET TODAY WITH GENERAL WEYAND 
AND GENERAL KHANG IN THE III CORPS AREA. FRIENDLX FORCES ARE 
DISPOSED TO MEET ATTACKS ON PROVINCE AND DISTRICt TOWNS IN 
THE' CORPS AREA, ALTHOUGH NEITHER GENERAL WEYAND NOR 
GENERAL KHANG ARE OPTIMISTIC ABOUT PREVENTING FUTURE ROCKET 
ATTACKS. THEY BOTH BELIEVE THAT THE FORCES CAN REACT 
RAPIDLY BUT CANNOT PREVENT THE EARLY ROCKET ROUNDS FROM 
BEING LAUNCHED. . 

4. GENERAL WESTMORELAND IS PLANNING TO ASSIGN GENERAL 
ROSSON TO REPLACE GENERAL ABRAMS WHEN MACV FORWARD IS CONVERTED 
TO A PROVISIONAL CORPS HEADQUARTERS UNDER GENERAL CUSHMAN'S 
COMMAND. GENERAL ABRAMS WILL THEN RESUME HIS FULL-TIME DEPUTY 
RESPONSIBILITIES AND RENEW HIS FOCUS ON ARVN AND POPULAR 
AND REGIONAL FORCES. GENERAL WESTl40RELAND IS PARTICULARLY 
ANXIOUS TO RETURN GENERAL ABRAMS TO THE PRIMARY TASK OF 
RESTORING FULL COMBAT EFFECTIVENESS IN THE ARVN. 

DrG: 261700Z FEB 68 
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HEREWITH WESTY'S DAILY KHE SANH.REPORT. GENERAL IMPRESSION: 
THEY ARE INCREASING THEIR PRESSURE ON THE BASE, WITH BOTH ARTILLERY 
AND GROUND PROBES. 

THIS IS REPORT NUMBER nlENTy-n1O ON THE SITUATION 
1N THE KHE SANH/Dl1Z AREA AND COVERS THE 24 HOUR PERIOD 
FEBRUARY 25, 1968. 

SIGNIFICANT ACTIVITY DURING THE PERIOD WAS LIMITED 
TO ENEMY INCOf'!ING ARTILLERY, ROCKET AND MORTAR ROUNDS, 
WITH SPORADIC GROUND CONTACTS. A TOTAL OF 689 ENE!1Y 
ROUNDS WERE FIRED AGAINST FRIENDLY POSITIONS IN NORTHERN 
QUANG TRI PROVINCE. 350 ROUNDS FELL AT KHE SANH, IN 
POSITIONS HELD BY THE 26TH MARINES, RESULTING IN THREE 
MARINES KI~LED, 52 WOUNDED (32 EVACUATED). MATERIEL 
DAMAGE INCLUDED TWO HELICOPTERS DESTROYED, AND 
TWO DAMAGED. CONDITION OF THE KHE SANH RUNWAY 
WAS REPORTED TO BE POOR. 

CAMP CARROLL RECEIVED FOUR ARTILLERY ROUNDS. AT 
DONG HA, 22 ROUNDS OF ARTILLERY FELL AT NOON, ~NFLICTING 

. SERIOUS INJURIES TO ONE MARINE. EXTENSIVE DA/1AGE WAS 
CAUSED TO THREE COBRAS AND FOUR LIGHT OBSERVATION PLANES. 
-AT C-2 AND SURROUNDING AREAS, THE MARINES RECEIVED 18 ROUNDS OF 
MIXED ARTILLERY AND MORTAR. 260 ARTILLERY ROUNDS AND 25 ROUNDS 
OF MORTAR FELL AT CON THIEN. LIGHT SHELLING RECURRED 
AT CUA VIET AS THE 1ST AMTRAC BATTALION RECEIVED TEN 
ROUNDS OF ARTILLERY IN EARLY AFTERNOON SHELLING. 

IN GROUND CONTACT DURING THE PERIOD, A SblEEP BY THE 
-3D BATTALION, 1ST MARINES, IN THE VICINITY OF THANH 
XUAU RESULTED IN ONE ENEMY KILLED, AND ONE MARINE RECEIVED 
MINOR 140UNDS. 

IN ANOTHER GROUND CONTACT, A MID-\I'!ORNING PATROL FROM 
B COMPANY, 1ST BATTALION, 26TH MARINES ENGAGED AN ESTI­
MATED NVA COMPANY JUST SOUTH OF THE KHE SANH BASE. T~E 
CONTACT BROKE AT NOON WITH ONE MARINE KILLED, 21 ~10UNDED 

. AND 25 MISSING. ENEMY CASUALTIES ARE UNKNO'i1N. 

IN OTHER ACTION WITHIN NORTHERN DMZ OPERATIONS, A MEDEVAC 
HELICOPTER CRASHED OUTSIDE HILL 881 (SOUTH) PERIMETER. 
PILOT AND CREW ARE SAFE ~'ITHIN THE PER HlETER. IN THE LATE 
AFTERNOON, THREE ENEMY SELF-PROPELLED GUNS ~IERE 
REPORTED 10 KILOMETERS WEST OF HILL 881. AIRSTRIKES blERE 
CONDUCTED BUT WEATHER PREVnlTED DAM.AGE ASSESSMENT. 
IN ANOTHER SIGHTING, THREE TANKS \4ERE REPORTED IN THE 
VICINITY OF Y.HE SANH AND WERE TAKEN UNDER FIRE BY AIR ~OPYI.BJUBRARY 

---,-;------- ---:-----_·_--------1 
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c. ·A TOTAL OF 229 TACTICAL AIR SORTIES WEREFLmm IN 
SUPPORT OF KHE SANH. MARINE AIRCRAFT FLEW 85 SORTIES. 
BOMB DAMAGE INCLUDED TWO SECONDARY EXPLOSIONS, ONE 
SECONDARY FIRE AND ONE ROCKET POSITION DESTROYED. THE 
AIR FORCE FLEW 110 SORTIES, AND THE NAVY FLEW 34 SORTIES. BOMB 
DAI1AGE ASSESSMENT INCLUDED 30 SECONDARY EXPLOSIONS, ONE 
ROCKET POSITION DESTROYED, SEVEN SECONDARY FIRES, TWO 
TRUCKS DESTROYED. FIVE ARC LIGHT STRIKES (30 SORTIES) WERE 
FLOWN IN THE NIAGARA AREA. 

AIR RESUPPLY FOR KHE SANH DURING THE PERIOD AMOUNTED 
TO 162 SHORT TONS. IN ADDITION, 27 PASSENGERS WERE AIR 
LANDED. R~SUPPLY SORTIES TOTALLED 15 ON 25 FEBRUARY. 
NINE C-130 AIRCRAFT COMPLETED NINE AIR DROPS. ONE C-123 
LANDED AT THE AIRFIELD, WHILE TWO C-123 AIRCRAFT AIR-
DROPPED MATERIAL AT THE DROP ZONE. THREE MARINE HELICOPTERS LANDED 
AT THE AIRFIELD. 

FOR THE NEXT 24 HOURS, A TOTAL OF 286 TACTICAL 
AIR SORTIES ARE PLANNED IN SUPPORT OF THE KHE SANH 
AREA. FIVE ARC LIGHT STRIKES (21 SORTIES) WILL BE FLOWN IN THE 
NIAGARA AREA. . 

, . 
KHE SANH WEATHER DURING THE MORNING OF FEBRUARY 25, WAS MARKED 

BY LOW CLOUDS AND FOG UNTIL 10:00 A.M. AT THAT TIME THE 
FOG DISSIPATED AND THE CLOUD CEILINGS IMPROVED TO 1600 

( FEET. VISIB'ILITY THEN REMAINED GOOD. THE FORECAST FOR 

" 

26 - 27 FEBRUARY IS FOR GOOD VISIBILITY UNTIL ABOUT 9:00 P.M. 
26 FEBRUARY WHEN FOG WILL FORM AND CAUSE LOI~ VISIBILITY AG.UN~ 
THE CLOUD CEILINGS DURING DAYLIGHT OF 27 FEBRUARY 
ARE EXPECTED TO BE UP NEAR 2500 FEET BUT LO~lERING 
AT NIGHT TO 300 FEET OR LESS WITH FOG FORMATION. 

THE KHE SAr-1H DUMP AND AMMUNITION SUPPLY POINT (uSP) 
STATUS AS OF 8:00 P.M. FEB. 25 IS AS FOLLOWS: 

PREVIOUS STATUS 
DAYS SUPPLY 8:00 P.M. 24 FEB EST 

CLASS I (RATIONS) 
MEAL, COMBAT, 
INDIVIDIJAL 
B RATIONS 

CLASS II I (FUEL> 
AVIATION GAS (AVGAS) 
JP-4 FUEL (JET FUEL) 
MOTOR GASOLINE (MOGAS) 
DIESEL 

CLASS V (AMMUNITION) 

A. HIGH EXPLOSIVE 

ON HAND (9:00 A.M. 25 FEB SVN) 

12 
9 

7.2 
1 
8.7 
6.8 

4 DAYS 
9 DAYS 

7.2 DAYS 
1 DAY 
7.2 DAYS 
5 DAYS 
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13 

. 30 

23 DAYS 
14 DAYS 
30 DAYS 
22 DAYS 

8I-MM MORTAR . 
90-MM (TANK) 

·4.2" MORTAR 
I05-MM HOWITZER 
155-MM HOWITZER 

B~ ANTI-TANK 

90-MM HEAT 
66-MM ROCKET (LM!) 
UNTI-TANK MINES (M-I5) 
ANT-I-TA~IK MUlES (M-I9) 
ANTI-TANK MINES (M-21) 
106-"1M HEAT 

21 
18 
19 

106-MM RECOILLESS RIFLE (HEP-T) 
3.5" ROCKET 

19 DAYS 
16 DAYS 

ROUNDS ON HAND 

89 
. 1,386 

234 
334 
100 

. 144 
866 
:"50 

PREVIOUS STATUS 
DAYS SUPPLY 8:00 P.M. 24 FEB EST . ON HAND (9:00 A.M. 25 FEB SVN) 

CLASS V (COFRAM) 
105 -M!1 HDlo/ITZER 
155·-Mt1 HOW!TZER 
40-MM GRENADE LAUNCHER 
HAND GRENADES 

5 
5 
5 

10 

5 DAYS 
.5 DAYS 

. 5 DAYS 
10 DAYS 

'2. ON 25 FE9RUARY KHE SANH WAS RESUPPLIED WITH 162 TONS AS FOLLOWS: . 

CLASS 1 
CLASS III 
CLASS IV 
CLASS V 
CLASS VII 

DTG: 261538Z FEB 68 
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TEXT OF REPORT FROM GENERAL WESTMORELAND. THIS IS REPORT 

N.Ut4BER TWENTY-THR!:.~ON THE SITUATION IN THE KHE SANHIDMZ 

AREA AND covr~s THE 24 HOUR PERIOD FEBRUARY 26, 1968. 

THE KHE SANH COt1BAT BASE CONTINUED TO RECEIVE 

MODERATE SHELLING DURING THE PERIOD AS 1.50 ROUNDS OF 

ARTILLERY, 50 ROUNDS OF ROCKET, AND 50 ROUNDS OF MORTAR 

FELL WITHIN THE PERIMETER. THE SHELLING RESULTED IN ONE 

KILLED AND 23 WOUNDED, NINE OF WHOM WERE EVACUATED. 

NO MATERIEL DAMAGE WAS REPORTED. -

ALTHOUGH THERE WERE NO SIGNIFICANT' GROUND CONTACTS 

MADE AT KHE SANH, SEVERAL SIGNIFICANT SIGHTINGS WERE MADE 

RESULTING FROM OR RESULTING IN FRIENDLY ACTIONS. AT 10:50 AM, 

A COMPANY OF MARINES SPOTTED AN ENEMY MORTAR FIRING FROM 

A POSITION ONE KILOMETER NORTH OF HILL 881. COUNTER MORTAR 

REGISTERED AND SUPPRESSED THE ENEMY MORTAR FIRE. AT 

5:00 PM, AN AIR OBSERVER, ADJUSTING FIRE ON FIVE ARTILLERY 

POSITIONS 17 KILOMETERS SOUTHWEST OF KHE SANH, IN LAOS, 

OBSERVED ONE SECONDARY EXPLOSION AND ONE SECONDARY 

FIRE. AT 6:30 PM, A MARINE COMPANY SIGHTED 

WHAT APPEARED TO BE A TRACKED VEHICLE ABOUT 

FOUR KILOMETERS WEST OF THE KHESANH BASE, BUT FOG 

MADE IT IMPOSSIBLE TO ADJUST A FIRE MISSION. AT 7:25 PM, 

- tHE 37TH ARVN RANGER BATTALION REPORTED THAT PERSONNEL 

MANNING A LISTENING POST SAW A SQUAD SIZE NVA UNIT MOVING 

TOWARD THEIR·PERIMETER. SMALL ARMS FIRE WAS EXCHANGED 

RESULTING IN THREE NVA KILLED. AT 8:30 PM, MARINES OBSERVED 

THREE LARGE SECONDARY EXPLOSIONS RESULTING FROM AN ARC 

LIGHT 5TR IKE. 

ELSEWHERE ALONG THE DMZ HEAVY INCOMING. FIRE WAS REPORTED AT 

DONG HA AND CON THIEN. A TOTAL OF 300 RQUNDS FELL ON 

DONG HA DURING THE PERIOD. RESULTS WERE ONE. KILLED AND 

22 WOUNDED. MATERIEL DESTRUCTION WAS HEAVY AND, .­

INCLUDED 20,000 GALLONS OF DIESEL FUEL, TWO LIGHt OBSER­

VATION PLANES, FOUR GENERATORS, ONE ARMORED PERSONNEL 

CARRIER, 'AND ONE JEEP AND TRAILER. MAJOR DAMAGE 

WAS REPORTED TO TWO AHiG'S, TWO GENERAtORS, TV.O PERSONNEL 

CARRIERS TWO FIVE TON TRUCKS, ONE WRECKER, TWO DUMP TRUCKS, 

ONE ASPHALT DISTRIBUTER AND ONE WAtER TRAILER. CON 

THIEN RECEIVED 181 ROUNDS OF ARTILLERY AND 35 ROUNDS OF 

__ MORTAR. THERE WAS NO REPORT OF CASUALTIES OR _ DAMAGE. 
-', 
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I • THE MARINES AT C2 RECEIVED TWO ROUNDS OF MORTAR, WITHOUT 
-REPORT OF CASUALTIES OR DAMAGE. ADDITIONAL SPORADIC INCOMING 

FELL ON A3, AND ON tHE 1ST AMTHAC BATTALION, WIT" NO 
CASUALTIES OR DAMAGE REPORTED. AT 8:00 AM, A LANDING CRAFT 
CONVOY ON THE CUA VIET RECEIVED RECOILLESS RIFLE AND .MORTAR. FIRE 
WAS RETURNED BY THE MARINE ELEMENTS IN THE CONVOY AND AN 
ENEMY MORTAR POSITION WAS REPORTED DESTROYED. 

, . ," ,>.; ; ,,~, -.' /: ' 

THERE WERE 268 TACTICAL AIR SORTIES FLOWN IN SUPPORT 
OF KHE SANH. THE MARINES FLEW 84 SORTIES, REPORTING THREE 
SECONDARY EXPLOSIONS AND TWO SECONDARY FIRES. THE AIR FORCE 
FLEW 151 SORTIES AND THE NAVY FLEW 21 SORTIES. VISUAL BOMB 
DAMAGE REPORTED WAS 23 ENEMY KILLED, FIVE SECONDARY 
EXPLOSIONS, FOUR SECONDARY FIRES, SIX TRUCKS DESTROYED, 
FOUR BUNKERS DESTROYED. SEVEN ARC LIGHT STRIKES (36 SORTIES) 
WERE FLOWN IN THE NIAGARA AREA. 

AIR RESUPPLY FOR KHE SANH DURING THE PERIOD TOTALLED 
192.5 SHORT TONS. A 155MM HOWITZER (6.25 
SHORT TONS) WAS AIRLIFTED IN, ALONG WITH 1..25 SHORT TONS OF 
MEDICAL SUPPLES. IN ADDITION, 115 PASSENGERS WERE LANDED 
AT THE AIRFIELD. A TOTAL OF 30 RESUPPLY SORTIES WERE 
FLOWN. ELEVEN C-130 AIRCRAFT COMPLETED 10 AIR 
DROPS AND ONE LANDING. TWO C-123 AIRCRAFT ALSO 
LANDED, WHILE ONEC'-123 COMPLETED AN AIR DROP. 
SIXTEEN MARINE HELICOPTERS LANDED AT KHE SANH • 

. 
FOR THE NEXT 24 HOURS, A TOTAL OF 286 TACTICAL AIR 

SORTIES ARE SCHEDULED IN SUPPORT OF KHE SANH. THERE WILL BE 
'----SIX ARC LIGHT STRIKES (36 SORTIES) FLOWN IN THE NIAGARA 

AREA. 

KHE SANH WEATHER FOR THE MORNING AND AFTERNOON 
OF 26 FEBRUARY WAS CLOUDY WITH THE LOWEST CLOUD BASES 
AT 1500 TO 1800 FEET. THE VISIBILITY WAS GOOD. THE CLOUDS 
LOWERED AND RAIN BEGAN AFTER 1:00 PM. LOW CLOUDS, FOG 
AND SOME LIGHT RAIN PERSISTED THROUGH THE NIGHT UNTIL 
5:00 AM ON THE 21TH. AT THIS TIME THE CLOUDS SECAME SCATTERED 
AND THE VISIBILITY INCREASED TO 1 - 10 MILES. THE FORECAST 
IS FOR CONTINUED GOOD WEATHER DURING THE AFTERNOON AND 
EVENING OF-THE 21TH. LOW CLOUDS AND FOG ARE EXPECTED TO 
FORM AFTER MIDNIGHT AND CONTINUE INTO THE EARLY MORNING 
flOURS. 

1. THE KHE SANH DUMP AND AMMUNITION SUPPLY POINT STATUS AS OF 
8:00 PM FEBRUARY 26 IS AS FOLLOWS: 

\ ,. 

CLASS I 

.. -

CLASS III 

(RATIONS) 
MEAL, COMBAT, 

INDIVIDUAL 
B RATIONS 

(FUEL) 

DAYS SUPPLY 
ON HAND 

-----------

13 
9 

PREVIOUS STATUS 
8:00 PM 25 FEB EST 

(9:00 AM 26 FEB SVN) 

12 DAYS 
_ 9 DAYS 

AVIATION GAS (AVGAS) 5.2 7.2 DAYS. 
JP-4 FUEL (JET FUEL) 2 1 DAY 
MOTOR GASOLINE CMOGAS) 9.3 8.7 DAYS OOPV!.BJUBAARY 

_ _ ---=D:..:I~E=_SO:L ______ ~ __ . ...L. ______ .,.--~8 DAYS -----n----- I ~T 
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(AMMUNITION) 

A. HIGH EXPLOSIVE 

60-MM MORTAR 
81-[11'1 ~IORTAR 

· 90-1111. CTANK) 
4.2" MORTAR 
105-Mi1 HOW ITZER 
155-tlM HOWITZER 

. B. ANTI-TANK 

90-MM HEAT 
66-MM ROCKET (LAW) 
ANTI-TANK MINES (11.-15) 
ANTI-TANK MINES (M-19) 
ANTI-TANK MINES (M-21) 
106-11.11. HEAT 

30 
12 
30 
30 
17 
14 

106-11.11. RECOILLESS RIFLE (HEP-T) 
3.5" ROCKET 

DAYS SUPPLY 
ON HAND 

-----------
CLASS V (COFRAM) 

105-1111. HOWITZER 5 
155-MM HOW ITZER 5 
4,Q-MM GRENADE LAUNCHER 5 
HAND GRENADES 10 

23 DAYS 
13 DAYS 
30 DAYS 
21 DAYS 
18 DAYS 
19 DAYS 

ROUNDS ON HAND 
--------------89 

2,343 
78 
22 
o 

144 
1,020 
1., 126 

PREVIOUS STATUS 
8:00 PM 25 FEB EST 

(9:00 AM 26 FEB SVN) 

5 DAYS 
5 DAYS 
5 DAYS 

10 DAYS 

2. ON 26 FEBRUARY KHE SANH WAS RESUPPLIED WITH 192.5 TONS 
AS FOLLOWS: 

CLASS I 3.0 TONS 
CLASS II 1.5 TONS 
CLASS III 6.0 TONS 
CLASS IV 4.5 TONS 
CLASS V 170.0 TONS 

· CLASS VIII 1.25 TONS 
1 155-MM HOWITZER .6.25 TONS 

DrGt 27I322Z FEB 1968 
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MEMORANDUM 

THE WHITE HOUSE 
INFORMATION 

WASHINGTON 

Wednesday, February 28, 1968 

MR. PRESIDENT: 

- - 11:50 ). m. 

!~'1& '~!-?t ~.~ (f"'- ;21 - "I',~ 
11 

'RG'P i2 CPRa' 

Herewith the two regular morning reports from Saigon: 

1. Khe Sanh - DMZ: 

_M less shelling; relatively good weather permits effective 
U. S. air and artillery action; 

__ high level of re-supply (237 tons); 

__ weather for next day not too bad. 

2. MACV telephbne conversation: 

__ a good operation south of Danang at Tam Ky; serious and, 
we hope, sustained work to open Highway 1; 

__ still uncertainty about the actual strength of the enemy units 

outside of Saigon. 

wa.Pnh.ostow 

!!I f, e- Of .il:: I!!!" iF nEST attachment 

DECLASSIFIED --

Authority ~5-lJ //) .. N-7JY ~ 
By d't? NABS. Date .3-/ t -7? 

(ijOP'{ !.B.I UBRARY 
------------, , 

I 
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l>ECLASSIFIED . 
Authority OSD letter JAN:3 1979 Wednesday, February 28, 1968, 9:50 AM 

By d -f ' NARS, Datf! {, -d?S'- 77 
TEXT OF CABLE FROM GENERAL WESTMORELAND 

This is report number twenty-four on the situation in the Khe Sanlt/ 
DMZ area and covers the 24-hour period of February 27, 1968. 

E'1lemY::fffiffirnin~e'5;a-eulil.dcaPJ;P.~Ii.;.y&t~y;":ae;ne:'S1l;ilhiJiompared 
with prelious days as enemy shelling totaled 115 rounds of mortar, 15 rounds 
of artillery and 10 rounds of rocket. Casualties attributed to the shelling 
were one killed, 20 wounded (ll evacuated). There were no significant ground 
contacts reported, however, several significant sightings of enemy activities 
were made. 

At 10:00 AM a resupply helicopter received small arms fire from enemy 
positioned 1000 meters, east of Khe Sanh. Al1Q;~an.:ii1"'SfiiR'g;"Wag;; 

e;~~~.9.,)li~.Ji.t.2&Jf.h~.i§,!'l.'Jl.;,'i,t1i&~s"'i;!l,I;I~, .. J;;t.Q.t~9;,;.Q..~Jw.hic~eli~)fu 
~J.a,~nliiJJ}3"'l.~"At 11:10 AM Marines sighted eight enemy troops moving 
towards the Khe Sanlt area with a 50 caliber weapon 2 1/2 kilometers east of 
Hill 881; air strikes were called with undetermined results. At 11:15 AM, an 
administrative officer directing oiir strikes 20 kilometers southwest of 
~,.;:Saiili::r:e:poi'l1f~J:!;r~~~g~:!~J',.di,iQuIfiLtlie~':'Coc..ttlidta~iW A vehicle convoy 
was spotted at the same location and air strikes were called in with undetermined 
results. 

Throughout the afternoon incoming continued but of a sporadic nature. 
An artillery mission was fired on a known mortar site three kilometers south­
west of Hill 881 resulting in §$:lLEl.n!~QU4.a..r.Y~~IllQ~ns. An air strike run 
four kilometers southwest of Hill 881 resulted in.E,ine.,~e.E.9_~~~J~;lq~1P,~2~' At 
8:25 PM Marine Listening Post heard movement to the left of its position and 
received one grenade injuri~gtw,~ Mar!nes, , f!!.;:, was returned with unknown 
re suIt s . .l'£''ua.<rddjtf0r.~1:!?~"f~:ic,on(l~~r.)''~j<plos"i'01i:S'::ty~,;f'LQ:!?§:,i[i:liea, roo­
~tns.;,noPtii;;e:,:f:Iete""Sanh"'a:~~l'~sYiJf'o'f"it"tltcticahar;;ru~Oamages attributed 
to the day's incoming at Khe Sanlt consisted of a helicopter destroyed by an 
enemy artillery round. Aircraft personnel were not injured. 

, . 
~OPV I1JJ UBRARY 
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Elsewhere at friendly installations~o~der~ngthe DMZ, ,tnreJmi 
~~tillery. rocket and mortar rounds~!":ifS;;aJ,gnUiCi!lPt. Camp Carroll 
received five rounds of mortar. At Dong Ha Combat Base, 11 rounds of 
artillery fell. No damages or casualties were recorded in either instance. 
Con Thien and Gio Linh received five mortar rounds and 38 artillery rounds 
respectively, with negative damage and casualties .reported. Friendly 
casualties of two killed, seven wounded (six evacuated) were caused by 115 
rounds of artillery and 25 mortar rounds falling at positions held by Marines 
in the Cua Viet area. The 1st AMTRAC received nine rounds of mixed artillery 
and mortar causing minor injuries to ore individual. 

In ground contacts yesterday in Operation Saline, search and destroy 
operations conducted by elements from the 3rd Battalion, 1st Marines, in Mai 
Xa Thi Village, a~sg\':\7teq.iot;s.i:&~tn:-Mie'tWaroeSeiNti$iy.~Uea?" In the 
contact one Marine was killed and three injured. On the Cua Viet, three 
landing craft convoys were fired upon with automatic weapons fire and mortars. 
In each instance negative casualties were reported. 

There were five COFRAM missions fired expending 27 rounds of 155 MM 
and one round of 8" ordnance, resultingj[£(rJ'r~~,,\!!;AXrr;yORI~ 

The high total 9L.i15~tactiCii:1'·arr.'iWztleilFlwe:re7flo.wn;an~uppo~ 
~g:;the:;:pefi:O.a.~""Marine aircraft flew 157 sorties, with Bomb Damage 
including 10 secondary explosions, six secondary fires, one" mortar position 
destroyed. Three bunkers destroyed, 20 structures destroyed, 20 structures 
destroyed. and 22 enemy killed. The Air Force flew 153 sorties and the Navy 
flew 105 sorties. Bomb Damage Assessment included U:J~ii&'87{IDltf!l5ir<>tt_ 
S~;e2;JiI.e£9ndar.y:"~~·si1in;s;;;~a:,CUUi···i.ltp,t;,l:01Yll'me:difUlli\ml'-

~lk!:l.:(J..S,¥i'j;il;!a.blef;.;;:#One automatic weapons position destroyed, and two 37 MM 
guns destroyed. Six ARC LIGHT strikes (33 sorties) were flown in the Niagara 
area. 

Ai~ resupply for the period amounted ~,~~, Fifteen short 
tons of vehicles, six short tons of mail and three short tons of medical supplies 
completed the largest resupply tonnage delivery in many weeks. IIi. addition, 
68 passengers were landed at Khe Sanh. Resupply sorties totaled 46 on 
February 27. Fourteen C-130 aircraft completed ten air drops, and three 
air landed at the airfield. . Twenty-eight Marine helicopters delivered passengers 
and cargo. 

AEeltEI 

ooPV!.B.I UBAARY 
'~-'---"---"'--I 
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For the next 24 hours, a total of 282 tactical air sorties are 
scheduled in support of Khe Sanh. Eight ARC LIGHT strikes (48 sorties) 
will be flown in the Niagara area. 

Except for a brief period of fog at 9:00 AM on February 27 t.~e 
~e:r:.lv:a&::gooa::ffi&::Ul'flatnllergJcthe.~nl~rnip.Ct·~&te.:tllOj;ij)JWi1hi:p'1Wtlt 
-. -"'--""""""""~""'~""'~""" 
i1-.Q.\l.gy.;;:$ki~fS:i~<k-g~'l~~~Ja!-.~~!M~::rhP,",Yleathe~e:maihe.a;·g:ene:r.aIljffgoOli 
tlf2Q\j;ggt::!l~~h~;unJi!;,~>on.:oFebr-ua-:ry:::-28::~h&~.g;i~"''12Ieducing 
W.!~B!,liH~l;.,~~}Yol");;)ilesl!~.~~""""rh~ forec~s~ ~o~ the per~o~ne~t .2_~­
hour penod 1S f£l-' £1.9Jil41Y.:.1~s .. u.~2m,.um~a;.¥i\St1a*!1,~\m§s.!jcti~e.ca.\l"we 
i~Wb .. 

sEercEI -
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THE JOINT CHIEFS OF STAFF 
WASHINGTON, D. C. 20301 

CM'-3055-68 
28 Feb 1968 

cD 
.. ~ 

MEMORANDUM FOR THE PRESIDENT 

SUBJECT: Telephone Conversation with General Kerwin, CS, MACV 

1. General Westmoreland was out of the office and I talked 
to General Kerwin, General Westmoreland's Chief of Staff. 
There is little to report concerning activities in SVN except 
for some updating of information reported in the Presidential 
operational/intelligence brief and in General Westmoreland's 
report #24 on the situation in the Khe Sanh/DMZ area. 

2 • llli;;the;·,~;t;iQA;;;.~PQ,r,.:\=r-1;;,\,\~~.1;"",,9.&e~i,HlJi'£Yiiif,;,;a .. s.W ,!!'e~6± df e 
~~~$:ad.;;:e;ne.~e'<l'.sua:J..'ti.e&:'to<~'o~1'i'~"14 8 
~9.t~-s.iq·,i'·iU$;;;:QIliae .... tt;~"""'1:g;S;$B·mr;jmcp.ga._rl;ji'i1j;j!j!)m;-..w~~ij 

.~~,~;:~...;:;;ouo change in U. S. wounded. There is no further 
information on the reported movement of major communist elements 
to the coastal area between Da Nang and Tam Ky •. 

5. Activities in III Corps consisted of indirect fire attacks 
already reported. Some of the casualties at Bien Hoa resulted 
from a direct rocket hit on a friendly bunker. I raised a 
question concerning any changes in location of the 2~~an~~~~ 
VC Divisions and the.1.1;f::..JI.~Division and their subordinates i':..._ 
the Saigon araea. ~~~l:".:-l(;e~~*n;;;;;.ge;t"t:,&;;sRo;;;;ev~~AAiiS,r#ar@7rf:t~~nt 

~.&S" i-n;;;tl't'r'aftiqti: 7Qif~~;he;n~Jtp:i,1tF4 

DECLASSIFIED 

Authority »ts /()-.J-'7i" ~u 
By djV, NAR8, Date a-It- 71 

TOP StCRET 

T' 
.·1. 

oOPV!..fJJ UBRARY 
---·-T,---·-----· --------------.. T 
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6. In IV Corps Area no information was provided beyond 
that contained in the Presidential operational/intelligence 
brief. 

- { ... - ._,' 

~. 
HAROLD K. J~ 
ACTING CHAIRMAN 
JOINT CHIEFS OF STAFF 
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;";2'.\ TEXT OF CABLE FROM GENERAL WESTMORELAND', ":~/i~': 
'.;..; , 

.' ,' . .' ... :.;~'·:··>; .. This is' report number twenty-iour on the situation inth~ Khe Sanhl . 
';·.:<:.;,.·,:··DMZ area and covers the 24-hour periodoi February 27, 1968. 
:~t ' .. j.'." ••.. ;, '. . . " • . • 
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~::.;}':i-:.\"" Enemy incoming lessened somewhat yesterday at Khe Sanh compared ~.' • 
.. ··:;;.;:~·:····withprevious days as enemy shelling totaled 115 rounds of mortar, 15 rounds ~ 

,.:of artillerky.lan
l 

dd 1020roundsdofd r{ollcket. casdu)altiTehs attributed to .the'f~helling d" ." ,"j 
'"were one 1 e ,. . woun e evacuate· . . ere were no slgm lcant groun .'. 

. .... " ,'" ~::t:~:::.ported,however. s~veral significant sightings oi enemy aCtivities.~,.;.' .1 
At 10:00 AM a resupply helicopter received small arms fire from enemy' r. 

positioned 100hO meterfs
Kh
. east of Khe Sanh. At 10:25 AM an air strike was E ....• 

• executed sout west 0 e Sanh in Laos, and destroyed one vehicle believed to i: 
'. be an enemy tank. At 11:10 AM Marines sighted eight enemy troops moving i.· ....... . 
. towards the Khe Sanh area with a 50 caliber weapon 2 1/2 kilometers eastoi 

;': Hill 881; air 'strikes were called with undetermined re·sults. At 1l:15'AM, an t .. 
administrative officer directing air strikes 20 kilometers southwest of r 

' ... KheSanh reported three large fires around the Co Roc area .. A vehicle convoy if 
:. was spotted at the same location and air strikes were called in with undetermined , . 

. ~ ..• :, results. I 
Throughout the afternoon incoming continued but of i sporadic nature. t: 

I-' An artillery mission was fired on a known mortar site three kilometers south- ~. 
west of Hill 881 resulting in several secondary explosions. An air strike run • 

...... four kilometers southwest of Hill 881 resulted in nine secondary explosions. At i.' 
'.8:25 PM Marine Listening Post heard movement to the left of its position and ~ 

~". '., received one grenade injuring two Marines. Fire was returned with unknown t-
results. Three additional lar ge secondary explosions were observed four r 
kilometers north of Khe Sanh as a result of a tactical air run.' Damages attributed . 

• to the day's incoming at Khe Sanh consisted of a helicopter' destroyed by an ". f-
. < enemy artillery round. Aircraft personnel wereno't injured;,: . ..... '. . ~ 

. . ':> ..;:::·;,:,f;~··~,'·"··;n~cikJs&iE6<'~··~' I'.:.' 
"':., <;·\::'···~\""/c""· .. :'i:'··OSG . 'letter .. JA N 3 1979 ," 

.'. '.' "":,,,><:. ~E6Rl3~'~~,:·:;~r~~.·'.:;:~;S!'~a~:~-..)~~ 5'1,:.. £ 
.... , . :.'·;·'~~',: .... h}/t:'::~~:;:~·:· ~', : ..•.. '~. r', .' ...... . . .' 

"'.' . . ;' <;.:;.:::;. , .. 
~ ... ; :. ~ -'.'., 

" .'. 
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il 
oOPV U3JUBRARY J \ 

::.' :,:. 

.' 

.. ----.. ---.-------.---... --.. --.---------.--.---.... ~.,--.---.,.-----



::'I'~:-"-, '-"',.. , 

',-.: 

.:( 

'".-

.,~. .. 
- 2 -

. :;-'::·s: 

•• 

. ,'" 

',:, . 
Elsewhere at friendly installations bordering the DMZ, enemy 

incoming artillery. rocket and mortar rounds were significant. Camp Carroll 
received five rounds of mortar. At Dong Ha Combat Base, 11 rounds of 
artillery fell. No damages or casualties were recorded in either instance . 
Con Thien and Gio Linh received five mortar rounds and 38 artillery rounds 
respectively, with negative damage and casualties·reported. Friendly 

.. ' ... 

. casualties of two killed, seven wounded (six evacuated) were caused by 115 
rounds of artillery and 25 mortar rounds falling at positions held by Marines 
in the Cua Viet area. The 1st AMTRAC received nine rounds of mixed artillery 
and mortar causing minor injuries to ore individual. 

In ground contacts yesterday in Operation Saline, search and destroy 
. operations conducted by elements from the 3rd Battalion, 1st Marines, in Mai 
. Xa. Thi Village, accounted for six North Vietnamese Army killed. In the 

contact one Marine was killed and three injured. On the Cua Viet, three 
landing craft convoys were fired upon with automatic weapons fire and mortars. 
In each instance negative casualties were reported. 

. '. 

There were five COFRAM missions fired expending Z7 rounds of 155 MM 
and one round of 8" ordnance, resulting in 26 North Vietnamese Army killed . 

_ The high total of 415 tactical air sorties were flown in support of Khe 
'. Sanh during the period. Marine aircraft flew 157 sorties, with Bomb Damage 

' .... : ld'nCltUdingdlo sTehcondbarruY eXPlodsions, sdix zsoecondary fireds, one mdorztaor position 
. es roye. ree u ters estroye, structures estroye, structures - ~ .-

destroyed, and ZZ enemy killed. The Air Force flew 153 sorties and the Navy 
flew 105 sorties. Bomb Damage Assessment included 11 large fires (numerous 
small fires), 39 secondary explosions, 39 road cuts, eight confirmed enemy 
'killed (15 probable). One automatic weapons position destroyed, and two 37 MM 
guns destroyed. Six ARC LIGHT .strikes (33 sorties) were£1own in the Niagara 
area. 

Air resupply for the period amounted to Z37 short tons. Fifteen short 
tons of vehicles, six short tons of mail and three short tons of medical supplies 

: ... :::completed the largest resupply tonnage delivery in many weeks. In addition, 
.~:. 68 passengers were landed at Khe Sanh. Resupply sorties totaled 46 on 

.,'" .-. February Z7. Fourteen C':'130 aircraft completed ten air drops, and three 
,". " air landed at the airfield. ;Twenty-eight Marine helicopters delivered passengers 

":.00 C~~O. ,. •• .'Y,,;~;~;;;@~.7 .. (~'/~~i'~~.'.' ... ,.: .•... i.:.;.:.;.:.-...•• :::.!.~.' ... 'i;}.<;.. 
. .. ":~;?:\;< ~':~ .... ~ '::: SECRET .. : .. ~ .... . . :.,:': . ...,. . ~ ~ .• 
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For the next 24 hours, a total' of 282 tactical air sorties are 

<·:·~·>;: .. scheduled in support of Khe Sanh.· Eight ARC LIGHT strikes (48 sorties) 
'·~:·./!:\'wil1 be flown in the Niagara area.' -.' 

,":j;">!" ...... -. :.:. 
"'... .:;1'~" -:', , ..... 

;\:>,:.::.-" "Except for a brief period'of fog at 9:00 AM on February 27 the , 
:.'~":"':':. 'weather was good the remainder of the morning and afternoon with partly 

' .. ;'-' cloudy skies and good visibilities. The weather remained generally good 
. 'through the night until 4:00 AM on February 28 when fog formed, reducing 

' .. 
...... ,;-., visibilities to two miles by 8:00.AM. The forecast for the period next 24-

.~. " 

hour period is for cloudly skies with continued visibility restructions because 
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C TOi SECRET 

, 
" 

'. ~INFORMA TION 

THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

Thursday, ~~!:I_:9, 1968 
1:45 p.m • 

Mr. President: 
.e::. ...... V /;..>,,/ _ 

Herewith Westy's telephone conversation of 
today. The best news is that Highway 1 should 
be open by March 1. 

Gen. Johnson suggests a weekly rather than 
a daily call from Gen. Westmoreland. Given 
the quality of the reporting we have now 
organized with the Pentagon, this seems accept­
able. 

. ~~ 
®~~ostow 

Keep daily cani.f­

Weekly call okay,--, V~_ 
Call me, ___ _ 

DECLASSIFIED 

.. ~­. , 
, , , 

Authority 0.5.6/1-/1-74" ~ 
By 4 ' NARS, Date 3 - / t - 7 j . 
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's~,.. -THE JOINT el,lIm OF ~TA~F 
WA$HINGTON. 0, C, 20301 

H( 
, " ..:;?-c.. ,!! ,]1 

.. " OM-3065-68 '.',., , 
29 Feb 1968 'DECLASSIFIED ' , !! 

MEMORANDUM FOR THE PRESIDENT - .. - 'Autho~ty9C.5 Ib?-?F ./i:Iliw', , li1 
, ' By, ..c iP ;NARS, Date ..g-~!- '7 . L 

SUBJECT: Telephone Oonversation with General Wes\;moreland " ~ , H 
i '1' .' 

1. Gener'al Westmoreland had little to report beyond 
the items conta.ined in his report (/25 on the situation in 
'the Khe Sanh-DMZ area. Weather was ~ood in the Khe Sanh-DMZ­
Coastal area and effective.air strikes were made. 'He made ' , 
special mention of the B-52 81::r1kes conducted inside the " .' , 
·normal three kilometers restraining or safety line from ' ! 

friendly force locations. lie e>:pects to continue to target . '. 
some str1kes Wi-thin this normally restl'icted area. 

2. The logistic situation in I Corps is improving. 
Seabees have opened the l'oad from the ooast to Highway 1 
Boutl. of the DMZ that can oarry one-~(ay traffio al'ld are 

. continuing to make improvements so that th~ road will handle 
two-way tl'af1'ic, Highway 1 is open for one-way traffio from 
Hue/Phu Ba! to Dong Ha. Engineers are working on the road' 
betW'eel'l Ai Van Pass and Hue/Phu Ba! so that it is eXpected 
·to be open 1'01" one-way traffic on 1 Maroh. This will make 

'I' ',I . d 
. il 

t ;j . ' ., 
• > 
, , t " 
t{;r t : !.,. 
) t:-~ 
.. ' 1'1 
(. i" 
, '. 
~F 

t Pl 
f ' H 
~ l-I 

lH 
I .t'; 

, , "", 
, Highway l' open from Do. Nang to Dong 'Ha tor one-way traffic. 

3. Tne 3d· Brigade. 82d Airborne Divis10n w1ll complete' 
1ts move from Chu Lai to Hue/Phu Ba! during the next seven . 
days. One battalion is already at Hue!Phu Bai~ 
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It> l 4. General Rosson will relinquish command of I Field 

F01'ce. Victor (II Corps Area) to General Peers onl MarCh. 
General Rosson will then overlap with General Abrams at 

'MAOV FORWARD' 1'01' a: pe'riod of 10 days 1:0 2 weeks prepal'atory , 
to redesignation as a Provisional Oorps Headquarters Which 
w111 control operations north of Ai Van Pass. Genel'al 
Westmoreland has not yet established a specifiodate for 
redes1gnat1on to a Provis10nal Corps Headquarters. 

5. General Westmoreland reviewed with General Rosson 
and General Peers l'ainy season plans tor operations ·1n the 
IX'Corps' Area. on the assumption that no add1tional troops 
will be provided in this geographic area • 
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r , 6. South of Saigon a Vietnamese Rallger battalion seized " ';, 
an enemy ammunition cache, Quantities have not yet been L 
reported.' Some indisoriminate mqrtar fire was received. at . 'I' 
Can Tho resulting 1n 20 civilians killed. 
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1. Three Popular Force outposts on a canal south of 
Saigon wel'e attacked. It is Qen~ral Westmoreland's view 

-, 

that enemy attacks are now shifting to Pop\llar Force outposts 
1n view ot enamy fallur.es to seize major populationoenters. ' 

8~ - One intelligence team W.i.S inser'ted in the 1\ Shau 
Valley on 2'( r"ebl'ual'Y, and made 1,mmed1ate contact with tho 
enemy. An etfort was made on 29 February to l"einforoe this 
team, but General Westmoreland did not have any reports of 
results. 

9. The 3d BriBade. 4th Infantry Division, less one 
-- battalion. has relocated fl'om the area south and southwest 

of Da Nang to Blnh Dinh Province to replaoe' the remaining 
brigade of the First Cavalry Division, whioh will join 1ts 
parent unit in the Hue area. 

10. _ General Westmoreland sta.ted that activ1ty was 
comparatively quiet throughout South Vietnam. 

ll. I l"ecommend that the daily telephone call to 
General Westmoreland be discontinued. Inl'ormat1on obtained 
in the da11y oall is I'lot of sufficient 1mportance or ul'gency 
to warrant an additional oommitment on the Overburdened " 
commander in Vietnam. As an alternative, I suggest a weekly 
call on Saturday morning to obtain a'general assessment and 

-an 1nd1catioll of short-term plans for the 1 to 10 days 
following the call. 

'~t(;:n~', 
HAROLD K. J~S-;;; -~ ~ 
CHIEF OF STAFF, U.S. ARMY 
ACTING FOR CHAIRMAN, JOS 
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INFORMATION 

THE WHITE HOUSE 
WASHINGTON 

Thursday, February 29, 1968 - 2:30 p: 
(G.c.. .... :.t.F '2-. -I-.r rf 

Mr. President: 

Herewith Westy's Khe Sanh report: 

weather pretty good; 

some effective bombing; 

resupply 252 tons (excellent); 

enemy digging trenches closer and trying 
to get on out of the B-S2 bomb line, which 
Westy has moved closer to the base. 

DECLASSIFIED 

Authority tJ,S,{) //)-/(/- '),f' .4#0 
~ d "# ,NARS, Date 3 -/~ - 7 '1 
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Br .. =4.&'''''' NABS, Data. - .;'1,'. 
ilkCPFT .~ .. 

Thursday, February Z9, 1968, 10:30 AM 

TEXT OF CABLE FROM GENERAL WESTMORELAND 

This is report number twenty-five on the situation in the Khe 

Sanh/DMZ area and covers the Z4-hour period of February Z8, 1968. 

Favorable weather conditions continued yesterday at Khe Sanh 

with vis ability recorded up to five miles. Light winds and scattered clouds 

. provided optimum flying conditions for fixed and rotary wing aircraft. 

Logistic resupply of Khe Sanh was executed without difficulty. 

For the most part, enemy activity against Khe Sanh again consisted 

of shelling. A total of 186 rounds of mixed artillery, rockets and mortars 

were received in the area. Incident to the shelling, artillery rounds struck 

an ammo bunker, destroying 36 - 106 MM high explosive and 30 - 106 MM 

armor piercing rounds. Injuries resulting from incoming rounds were nine 

wounde c,l (minor). 

Ground contacts during the reporting period were limited to small 

unit contacts. At 9:30 AM two rounds of recoilless rifle were received at 

positions held by the 1st Battalion. Z6th Marines, injuring one Marine. At 

11:10 AM Marines fired a 106 MM mission at an North Vietnamese Army 

bunker located 800 meters southeast of Khe Sanh resulting in the destruction 

of the bunker. At Z:OO PM, Marines observed one secondary fire and heard 

small arms ammo exploding as a controlled air strike destroyed an enemy 

50 caliber position one kilometer south of Hill 881. A bridge located three 

kilometers southeast of Khe Sanh was damaged as a result of an air strike . 

.An air observer controlled air strike on an enemy automatic weapons position 

about three kilometers southeast of Lang Vei .and destroyed the weapon . 

.Another air strike was run on an enemy "bunker located about the same location; I 

it was destroyed, one secondary explosion was observed, and one North Vietname! 

Army killed. At 4:00 PM an air observer spotting a group of North Vietnamese : 
I 

Army gathered at one kilometer southeast of Khe Sanh, ran an air strike and i 

killed one. .An artillery mission fired on three North Vietnamese Army manning I 
an anti-aircraft position, two kilometers northeast of Khe Sanh village, 1 

destroying the position and confirming three enemy killed. All available arms 

were employed to suppress enemy fire and to destroy their positions as Z074 

rounds of mixed artillery and mortar were expended during the period in support 

of the Khe Sanh area. 
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Small unit contacts and enemy incoming ciomprised the bulk of 

. significant activity reported in areas neighboring Khe Sanh. -Elements 
at Camp Carroll received 10 rounds of mortar during the period. Gio 

. Linh and A-3 shared 15 and 32 rounds of artillery respeCtively. No 
casualties or damages were reported in either instance. The 3rd 
Battalion, 1st Marines in Operation Salin~ received 32 rounds of enemy 
artillery with three additional artillery rounds of enemy artillery falling 
on the 1st AMTRAC Battalion positions. One Marine received minor 
injuries resulting from nine artillery rounds falling at Dong Ha. Twelve 
rounds of enemy artillery fell one kilometer west of C-4 inflicting negative 
casualties and damage. 

Significant ground activity in northern Quang Tri Province included 
activity in Operation Napoleon as a combat patrol from K Company, 3rd 
Battalion,first Marines engaged an enemy force in a fortified position six 
kilometers west from the mouth of the Cua Viet. Utilizing available air, 
naval gunfire and artillery support, they succeeded in destroying five bunkers 
while killing an equal number of North Vietnamese Army. In the contact 
one Marine was killed and 16 wounded; activity ended at 5:00 PM. In 
Operation Kentucky, a small unit from a company, 1st Battalion, 4th Marines 
engaged three North Vietnamese Army manning a machine gun position. When 
action closed, three North Vietnamese Army were killed and three crew served 
weapons were captured. No friendly casualties were recorded. 

Enemy attacks on convoys continued yesterday as two convoys were 
fired upon north. of Dong Ha, resulting in two sailors killed and 16 wounded. 
At 12:30 PM yesterday, four kilometers southwest of the rock pile, a 
helicopter received heavy ground fire and exploded upon contact with the 
ground. Latest reports indicate that of 23 passengers abroad, there was only 
one survivor. 

There were two COFRAM missions fired as follows: three rourlds 
resulting in five killed. Thirteen rounds were fired on North Vietnamese Army 
massing in Operation Scotland, good target coverage but With undetermined 
results. 
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A total of 329 tactical airsorUes were flownin support of 

Khe Sanh. The Marine aircraft wing flew 129 sorties. Bomb Damage 

. Assessment included one secondary explosion. three secondary fires, 

'one automatic weapons position destroyed and one damaged, and six 

North Vietnamese Army killed. The Air Force flew 143 sorties and 

the Navy flew 57, with damage listed as 17 secondary explosions. 20 

road cuts, three trucks destroyed, two guns silenced, 16 secondary 

fires, one automatic weapons position destroyed, 41'military structures 

destroyed, and two North Vietnamese Army killed (15 probable). B-52. 

ARC LIGHT, flew eight strikes (48 sorties) in the Niagara area. Head­

quarters 3rd Marines reports that strikes on one target produced three large 

secondary explosions. Another target produced continuous secondary 

explosions for two hours after the strike. Four of the ARC LIGHT strikes 

scheduled for February 29 are emergency targets and are less than the 

normal three kilometers from friendly forces. The close-in strikes are 

proving to be most profitable as the enemy has concentrated forces within 

the three kilometer sanctuary. Headquarters 3rd Marines reports that the 

shock waves created by the close-in strikes do not damage structures in 

friendly areas. On the basis of four close -in drops so far, the risk to 

personnel is negligibl.e. . • 

Air resupply during the period amounted to 252 short tons . 

. Medical supplies amounted to three short tons. In addition. 112 passengers 

were landed at Khe Sanh. Air delivery sorties totaled 39 on February 28, 

sixteen C-130 aircraft completed 10 air drops. and six air-landed at the air­

field. One C-123 aircraft landed at the field. Twenty-two Marine helicopte:cs 

delivered passengers and cargo. 

For the next period there are 282 tactical air sorties scheduled in 

support of the Khe Sanh area. There will be seven ARC LIGHT strikes 

(42 sorties) flown in the Niagara area. 

Shortly after noon on February 28, cloud ceilings raiSed to 2500 feet 

and visibilities improved. Clouds became scattered after 2:00 PM and 

visibility increased to 10 miles. Low clouds and fog again formed after midnight 

producing ceilings at 1000 feet or less andvisibilitLes of from zero to four miles. 

These persisted through 9:00 AM February 29. The forecast is for continued 

cloudy conditions with fog during the morning hours of February 29 with 

cloudiness decreasing rapidly and visibility improving after noon. Low clouds 

and fog will form after 10:00 PM and persist into the early morning hours of 

March L 

- SECREl -

€}(lpy LB.I UBRARY 
,---- ,-------------_._-_ .•. -



.' , , I 
.,,' 

'~L ..... '~~\I w~i~ 1 
, I '. DE WTE 943 , . .. . 

"'OJ '," 

.-' ''-', 
, .. ' 

FROM: WALT ROSrOW 
TO a THE PRESIDENT 
CITE; CAP80629 

SIH:RFr 

HEREWITH KH£ SANH -- I CORPS REPORT: 

'--POOR WEATHER; 

-- OroLY 99 TONS DELIVERED; 

MARCH 2. 1968 

, --CONSIDERABLE But flOT MAJOR GROUt~D CONTACTS. 

tEXT FOLLOWS, 

" THIS IS REPORT NUMBER TWEtlTY-SEVEN ON THE SITUATION 
IN THE KHE SMlH/D11Z AREA AND COVERS THE 24 HOUR PERIOD 
MARCH 1. 1968. . , 

'. M • " • 

. WEATHER CONDITIONS YESTERDAY AT KHE SMlH WERE LESS 
THAN OPUI1UM AS PROHIBITIVELY LOW CEILUIG AlID FOG OCCURRED 
tHROUGH I'lUC/i OF THE DAY. ALTHOUGH VISUAL FIXED WING sup­
PORT WAS NOT POSSIB!.E, EFFECTIVE RADAR CONTROL AIlD COII3AT 
SKY SPOT SORTIES WERE FLOWN. RESUPPLY AIRCRAFT OFFLOADED 
OrlLY 99 SHonT TOtiS OF SUPPLIES AllD EQUIPMENT •. 

ALTHOUGH FIXED WI~G STRIKES WERE AFFECTED BY THE 
WEATHER, ARTILLERY BATTERIES EX?E:NDED A TOTAL OF 1562 
.ROU~lDS Otl K~JOIiN AtID SUSPECTED EtlEMY TARGETS 
WITH GOOD TARGET COVERAGE. EHEMY ACTIVITY THROIJGHOUT THE 
PERIOD WAS GUERALLY LIGHT WITH SCATTERED ENEMY NIGHT-

.•.. ~, 

TUlE MOVEMENTS DUECTED BY ACTIVATED TRIP FLARES. SPECIF­
ICALLY, DURHIG THE PERIOD, ENEMY ACTIVITIES CO.NSISTED OF SMALL 
PROBES AND HARRASSH1G FIRES. AT.5 :OOAM YESTERDAY. D COMPANY. 
1ST BATTALION, 9TH MARItIES, HEARD MOVEMENT OUTSIDE ITS 
WInE; ILLUMINATION WAS FIRED REVEALlh~ FOUR NORIH VIETMAMESE 
RUNNu/G AWAY. OIlE WAS KILLED AS A RESULT OF' SMALL ARMS FIRE. 
IN A LATE REPORT, AS A RESULT 01 THEEMEHY PROBE AT 
POSITIO:1S OCCUPIED BY THE .571H ARVN RANGERS. IIi. ADDITION 
TO SZVEII ENEMY KlLI.ED BY RAIJGER ELEl'lENTS,60 NORtH VIEtNAMESE. 
BODIES WERE FOUND AT FIRST LIGHT ATTRIBUTED TO ARTILLERY 
MISSIOIIS. AT 8 s05PM YESTERDAY. THE MARINES OBSERVED 
TROOPS WITH LIGHTS MOVING FIVE KILOt1ETERS HORTH'lIEST OF 
XHE SANli. ARTIl.LERY AIID /IlORTAR MISSIONS PIRED WITH GOOD 
TARGEt COVERAGE. 

tHE PACE OF ENEMY INCOMING SLACKENED YESTERDAY, . 
. _.PARALLELING ENEMY GROUIlD ACTIVITY, AS A COMPARATIVE 

LOV (57 ROU1IDS OF iUXED'ARtILLERY,. ROCKET AND MORTAR . 
ROUNDS FELL DURIIlG THE PERIOD. INCIDENT to THE DAY·S 
SHELLH~, TWO FATALITIES WERE RECORDED. WITH IHJURIES ' 
SUStAINED BY AN ADDITIONAL 23 MARINES. ' A C-123 AIRCRAFT 
WAS DESTROYED WHEN STRUCK BY IIiCOMI~ MORIAR ROUNDS. 

II'JOPV I.BJ UBRARY 
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( , ~ "--"lEAM OPERATUlG 10 KILOMETERS SOUTl AST OF",cA('IP,CARROLL;."'~ . ,'; ., .' .. 

. ', 'RECEIVED FIVE ROUNDS OF MORTAR., • X ROUNDS QF ilRTILLERY ,,; ",. .. 
FELL AT DONG HA. AT A-3 AND GIO ~ NH, SIX Alli> U ROUNDS OF . , 

• ARTILLERY WERE RECEIVED RESPECTIV~LY. THREE MARINES VERE 
INJURED FROM THE 3D BATTALION, 3DiMARINES, POSITIONED AT A-3~ 

· ARVN Url1TS AT A-I RECEIVED 57 ROUGDS OF ARTII.LERY. FINALLY, 
THE 3D BATTAl.IOtl, 1ST MARINES Itl QpERATION NAPOLE;QN/SALINE, 
RECEIVED 35 ROUNDS OF MIXED I'IORTAR;,AND ARTILLERY ROUNDS.' 
DAMAGES ATTRIBUTED TO THE DAY'S SHELLItlG WERE MINIMAL~ ". 

· . . '<~_1: '»(:~~':('_;'_':-" " -<. ' . 
.... .... . GROUtlD CONTACTS IN NORTHEASTERtfQUANG TRI PROVINCE 

' .. ACCELERATED AS 3D BATTALIOtl, 1ST MARINES, WHILE SWEEPING 
• THROUGH MAl XA THI VILLAGE IIi COfJTACT THROUGHOUT THE DAY, 

. - UTIl.IZED TANKS, NAVAL GUflFIRE AND AIR STRIKES; AND KILLED 
·36 NORTH VIETtJAMESE WHILE CAPTURUlG FOUR INDIVIDUAL AND 
.THREE CREW SERVED WEAPONS. FRIENDLY eASUALTIES WERE 
· LISTED AS 22 KILLED, 87~OUNDED WITH SEVEN MISSING. IN 
LAM SON 187, AN ARVIl BATTALION (1ST BATTALION, 1ST REG-
IMENT> [llGAGED A LARGE EtlEMY FORCE SEVEN KILOMETERS NORTH-

· EAST OF DOllS HA. WHEfi CONTACT BROKE, 189 ENEMY BODIES 
.. WERE COUNTED WITH 32 INDIVIDUAL AIID 14 CREW SERVED 
·WEAPONS CAPTURED. ARVN LOSSES ArDUNTED TO SEVEN KILLED 
AND 24 WOUtJDED. 

AT l15SAM YESTERDAY, SIX NVA WERE KILl.EDEIGHT 
· KILO~IETERS NORTH OF GIO LUlH IN THE DMZ BY AN ARTILLERY 

HISSIO:' WHICH ALSO CAUSED SIX SECOIIDARY EXP.LOSIONS. 
AT 1228PM YESTERDAY, A FORWARD OBSERVERWORKIt.'G WITH THE 
2D BATTALION, 1ST MARItJES, CONDUCTED ,A' FIRE MISSION ON '0 
NORTH VlETlIAfIlESE ASSEMBLED IN THE OPEN 1000 METERS SOUTH 

'OF A-3 RESUl.TItlG IN 20 NORTH VIETNAMESE KILLED.SEVEti 
ADDITIOtlAL NORtH VIETNAMESE WERE KILLED YESTERDAY AS A 
RESULT OF A FIRE MISSION Oil NORTH VIETNAMESE IN THE 
OPEfJ THREE KILOMETERS SOUTH OF A-3. AT 4a45PM,. A 
COMPANY, 3D BATTALION, 3D MARINES CAME IN CONTACT WITH 
AN UIIKNOWN SIZE ENEMY FORCETIrIO KILOMETERS VEST OF GIO LINH. 
INITIAL REPORTS INDICATE ONE MARINE WAS KILLED WITH 
ENEMY CASUALTIES UNKNOWN. 

THE FOLLOIrIIh'G EQUIPMENT WAS RECOVERED FROM THE 
ENEMY JUNK CAPTURED AT THE MOUTH OF tHE CUA VIEh 
44 INDIVIDUAL WEAPONS, 3600 ROUHDS OF' SMALL ARMS, 210 KILOS 
OF TNT, 120 GRENADES, AND 126 ROUI~DS OF' MIXEDf'IORTAR AND 
AMMUNITION. AT 11 &OOAM A SAMPAN WAS DISCOVERED BEACHED 

.. AT CUA VIET COtiTAINU1G THE FOLLOWING SUPPLIESa 1'12 - 82MI'! 
~RTAR ROUNDS, FOUR 75I'1M RR ROUHDS, 102 - ~Ml'4 \'!ORTAR FUSES, 
13 INDIVIDUAl. WEAPONS, 630 KILOS OF TNT, 1.4 RPG-2 ROUNDS, AND 
2880 ROUNDS· OF SMALL ARMS AMMUNITION. ..OFF TK£ DMZ COAST 
YESTERDAY, THE USS HULl. RECEIVED 12 ROUNDS OF ARTIl.LERY. 

• THE CLOSEST ROUND LAtIDED 12 . METERS OFF' THE STARBOARD BOW. 
THERE WAS NO DAMAGE TO THE SHIP. . 
FIRE WAS RETURNED AT THE ENE/lIYPOSITION SILENCING THE 
ENEMY FIRE. 

THERE WERE FOUR COFRAI1 MISSIONS FIRED DURING THE 
PER 1·00 , EXPEnDUIG 54 ROUIIDS, AND RESULTUIG U 20 NORTH 
VIE'l'i'lAMZSEKILl.ED. ...... M~,'1 i)'.) I 
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TACTICAL AIR SORTlESIN SUPPORT OF KHESANHtOTALLEI) 
.( '.. .219 FOR THE PERIOD.MAF/INE AIRCRAFT FLEW 83 SORTIES, PRO- .. ·· . 
'C' '.,;; DUCING THREE SECONDARY EXPLOSIONS AND THREE SECONDARY" ' . 
. '. ",\c.FlRES., ·THE AIR FORCE FLEW 77 SORTIES AND THE NAVY FLEW 59, 

.·REPORTING ONE BRIDGE DESTROYED, THREE SECONDARY EXPLO .. 
. .. ' SIONS, 17 SECONDARY FIRES, FOUR BUNKERS DESTROYED, AND 
.···13 ROAD CUTS. SIX ARC LIGHT STRIKES .ep5 SORTIES) WERE FLOWN 

. . . ;·IN THE NIAGARA AREA. PRE1.IMI NARY BOMB DAMAGE REPORTS . 
>'.',' INDICATE FAVORABLE RESULtS. THREE OF THE STRIKES FLOWN 
. WERE THE CLOSEST TO DATE TO FRIErlDLY FORCES <1.2 KILOMETERS) ~ 

" AIR RESUPPLY FOR THE REPORTItlG PERIOD AMOUNTED TO 
· 99SHOR1 TONS. HOWEVER, THE FUEL DROP LANDED OUtSIDE OF THE 

. .. DROP ZONE MID WAS DESTROYED BY U.S. FORCES. THERE WAS OtlE . 
SHORT TOM OF VEHIC1.ES. THIRTY- gME REPLACEMENTS WERE AIR-LANDED • 

. RESUPPLY SORTIES TOTALLED 14 ON I MARCH. SIX C-130 AIRCRAFT 
COMPLETED FIVE AIR DROPS AND OrlE LANDED AT THE AIRFIE1.D. 

· EIGHT C-123 AIRCRAFT ALSO LANDED AT THE FIELD •. HELICOPTER 
• OPERATIOIJS' WERE PREVENTED BY UNFAVORABLE WEATHER. THE GROUND 
. CO MMAlIDER REQUESTED THAT AIR DROPS BE CURTAILED SO MAtERIAL 

RECEIVED DURING PRECEDUG DAYS COULD BE HA1~DI.ED. '. 

FOR THE NEXT PERIOD, 279 TACTICAL. AIR SORTIES ARE 
SCHEDULED IN SUPPORT OF KHE SANH.A TOTAL SEVEN ARC LIGHT 

.... STRIKES (42 SORTIES) ARE SCHEDU1.ED FOR THE NIAGARA AREA. 

AS INDICATED, THE WEATHE:R WORSENED UTHE KHE SAHH 
. AREA. LOW CLOUDS AIID FOG PERSISTED THROUGHOUT MOST 
OF THE DAY AT KH£ SANH ON I HARCH AS CEILINGS LOWERED UNTIL 

'IIOON YESURDAY WITH VISIBI1.ITlES RESTRICtED FROM OUE-HALF 
TO TWO MILES. THE BEST COtIDITIO~IS OF THE DAY WERE REPORTED 
BETWEEN NOON AIID 3100 PM WHEtl CEILIfJGS .RAtIGED: FROM 600 TO 

.' 2060 FEET AND VISIBILITIES RANGED FROM twO TO SIX MILES. 
CONDITIONS BEGAN DROPPING RAPIDLY AFTER 3:00 PM PRODUCING 

.'. LOW CEI1.UJGS AtID VISIBI1.ITIES QURUG THE NIGHT AUD EARLY 
· ON 2 MARCH OF 200 to 500 FEET MID ONE-QUARTER TO OIlE-HALF 
MILE~ THE FORECAST FOR THE PERIOD 2 - 3 MARCH IS FOR 

.. ' CONTINUED POOR TO MARGINAL CONDITIONS WITH THE BEST WEATHER 
OCCURRU:<3 AFTER 10:00 AM WHEN CEILUGS AND VISIBILITY ARE EXPEC­

.- ··tED TO REACH 1000 FEET AND FOUR MILES •.. ' DETERIORATltlG CON-
." DITIONS WILL AGAIN OCCUR AFTER 10aOO PM WHEN LOW C1.0UDS AND 

FOG WILL FORM AND PERSIST INTO THE MORtlING OF 3 MARCH • 
.. 

" . I~ THE KHE SANH DUMP AND AMMUNITIO.N SUPPLY POINT ASP) 
. '." STAtUS AS OF 8aOO P.M. MARCH 1 IS AS FOLLOWS,' 

" 

. , .. ' 
',-,' 

DAYS SUPPLY 
OK HAND 

PREVIOUS' STATUS 
8:00 PM 29 YEB EST 
(9,00 AM 1 MAR SVN) 

CLASS I 

, ,_'. :'t"::",, 
. .;- ... : ....... : . 

CLASS III 
,,-: , 

. ,- -"" ,,~>--. ' 
~. ... 

(RATIONS). 
MEAL, COMBAt, 
INDIVIDUAL 

'. 8 RATIONS 

(rUEL) 

.. IS 
10 

.3 

'.~' 

'-,-> .. , 

. 8.3---.. 

. 13 DAYS 
10 DAYS 

. -"'".; ... ~.-'-.- .. ~ ,_. ,,_. ,--

. AVIATION GAS (AVGAS) 
JP-4 FUEL (JET FUEL).' 
MOTOR GASOLINE (MOGAS) 9.3 

. COPY!.8J UBRARY 
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I': . C)F;:;c-~~S~:V .••. ' ~:~ (AM~'glf~TlON)~~·;';;l"·';C·-;~:;-··;t·;~·,:~~;\~~jt~g""r/:0 ;," .'~ .. /.";~i,~~.,~~f~1·' 
, 

," ,'-

,."'" 

. i 

A. 

a.ASS V 

HIGH EXP1.0SIVE 
.,;-

60-MM MORTAR 
SI-flM MORTAR 

. 90-Mf!J CTMIK) 
4.2" MORTAR 
105-1111 HOWITZER 
ISS-Hilt HOWITZER 

90-ro:~ HEAT 
6G-MM ROCKET (1.AW) 
ANTI-TAtIK MIIIES (1'1-15) 
ANTI-TAIIK MIMES (M-Hl) 
ANTI-TANK MINES (M-21) 

. 106-1'111 HEAT 

": 

44 
24 
92 

" 16 
15 

106-1'11'1 RECOI1.LESS RIF1.E 
106-MI1 BEEHIVE 

(HE?-!) 

3.'- ROCKET 
90-MM AP-T 

,(COFRAM) 

DAYS SUPPLY 
. ON HAND 

IOS-HI'I HOWITZER' 
15'-~M HOWITZER , 
40-II1M GREtlADE LAUNCHER , 
HAND GRENADES 10 

.44 DAYS 
19 DAYS 

'92 DAYS 
" DAYS 
16 DAYS 

····15 DAYS .. 

ROUl/DS ON HAND 
1,059 
2,343 

168 
668 

o 
.54 
706 
909 
946 
329 

PREVIOUS STATUS 
8~OO PM 29 FEB EST 
(9l00 AM 1 MAR SVN) 

, DAYS 
, DAYS 

·5 DAYS 
'.0 DAYS 

2. ON 1 MA.RCH KHE SANK WAS RESUPP1.IED WITH 99 TONS AS FOLLOWS: 

CLASS I 
CLASS II 
CLASS III 
CLASS IV 
C1.ASS V 
CLASS VII 

DTGI 02144SZ. MAR 68 

e£61:1£1 

CIlEt C'ilbaOeS~ " 
11) ; . IH! bllEE iDEI'!1-'" 
19awa ~vrl BOEIOA 

,. 

29 TONS 
2 TONS 

16 TONS 
8 toNS 

43 TO"S 
I TON 

-.-.-.----~-
, 

, .. - ~-----....... ,.-............--
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FROM: WHITE HOUS~ SITUATION ROOM (HAYDEN) 
TO : THE PRESIDENT 
CITE: C,AP80639 

SEBR!! -

DECLASSIFIED 
Authority0SD 'letter ,JAN;$' l~79 
By '" ., '...9,' ",j , 

". " . 

"U" ' NAR.c, n·te - S-7'1 

TEXT OF GENERAL \'IESTMORLAND'S REPORT. 

THIS IS REPORT NUMBER TWENTY-EIGHT ON THE SITUATION 

IN THE KHE SANH/DNZ AREA AND COVERS THE 24 HOUR PERIOD 

2 MARCH 1968 

FOR THE SECOND SUCCESSIVE DAY, ENEMY ACTIVITY AT KHE 

SANH WAS LIMITED TO SMALL PROBES AND COMPARATIVELY LIGHT 

INCOMING. CLOUDY SKIES WITH LOW CEIL1NG LINITED FIXED WING 

SUPPORT THROUGHOUT 110ST OF THE MORNING AND EVENING. AN ' 

AFTERNOON BREAK IN THE WEATHER PERMITTED LIMITED SUPPORT. 

'.mILE FIXED ';JUlG SUPPORT WAS AFFECTED BY THE WEATHER, 

FIRE SUPPORT ELEMENTS EXPENDED 3099 ROUNDS OF MIXED ARTIL­

LERY AND MORTAR EARi1ARKED FOR KHO'IIN Aim SUSPECTED ENEMY 

POSITIONS. OF THE MISSIONS FIRED, 32 PERCEiiT !,JERE OBSERVED. 

RESUPPLY AIRCRAFT WERE ABLE TO LAND, OFFLOAD 192.5 SHORT 

TONS OF SUPPLIES AND EQUIPMENT AND TAKE OFF WITHOUT ENEMY 

INTERFERENCE. GENERALLY, THE PACE OF THE ACTION YESTERDAY 

WAS SLOW WITH NO MATERIAL E~EMY' EFFECT O~ FRIENDLY 

ACTIVITIES. ENEMY GROUND ACTIVITY WAS LIGHT. A FEW SCAT­

TERED NVA WERE SPOTTED IN THE OPEN DURING THE DAY. 81MM 

MORTAR MISSIO~iS WERE FIRED .IITH UNDETERMINED RESULTS. AN 

OPERATION OF THE 2cJD BATTALION, 26TH MARINES OBSERVED 13 

SECONDARY EXPLOSIONS CAUSED BY AIR STRIKES FIVE KILOMETERS 

NORTH',IEST OF KHE SP.NH. AN AIR OBSERVER SIGHTED 6+8 ROCKET 

POSITIONS FOUR KILOMETERS SOUTH OF KHI;: SANH; HE. ALSO 

SPOTTED TRAIL, BUIJKER A:VO LIVING AREA 10 KILOM£TERS SOUTH 

OFKHE SANH. SUPPORTING ARMS WERE FIRED WITH U~DETERMINEO 

RESULTS. AN OPERATION FRO~ THE 2D BATTALION, 26TH MARINES 

OBSERVED 18 SECONDARY EXPLOSIONS RESULTHlG FROM A~J AIR 

STRIKE FIVE KILO~'lETERS NORTH'..JEST OF KHE SANH. !VIO MARIrlES 

WERE WOUNDED FROM THE 1ST AMTRAC BATTALION WHEN 13,ROUNDS 

OF I00i1M ARTILLERY FELL AT CUA VIET. GROUND CONTACTS \~ERE 

LIMITED THROUGHOUT THE PERIOD. IN ONE SIGNIFICANT ENCOUNTER, 

A "KILLER EAW' OF THE 1ST BATTALION 4TH MARHIES ENGAGED 

. A SMALL ENEiIlY FORCE, FOUR KILOi1ETERS SOUTHEAST OF CON THIEN, 

AND KILLED 10 NVA WHILE SUSTAI~I~G NO FRIENDLY CASUALTIES. 

IN THEVICINlTY OF MAl XA THI VILLAR, FINAL SWEEPING OPER-

i',ATIONS BY THE 3D BATTALION, 1::;1 f1AiUNES UNCOVERED,45 NVA BODIES 

YESTERDAY WHICH HAD NOT BED PREVIOUSLY REPORTED. THIS . 

CONTACT NOW TOTALS 81 NVA KILLED WITH THREEPO'd'SAND EIGHT 

INDINIDUAL 'dEAPONS CAPTURED.ANOT'iER CUA VIET TO DOi'G HA 

CONVOY 'liAS FIRED UPON YESTERDAY IN THE VICINlTY.OF ITS 

.. DESTI~IATIOtl. MUlOR DA:1AGE viAS CAUSED FRor1 THt FOUR OR . 

FIVE RECOILLESS RIFLE ROUNDS RECEIVED. GUN SHIPS I~ THE AREA 

RE:-lDEREDSUPPORT. 

------------------------'-----... '--;---~ 
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ONEt:OfRAM MISSION()FI5.HOUNDS<WAS fIRED :' ........ . 
.. .' .. ASPARTOf. 

·NIGHT DEfENS~ FIRES FOR THE 37TH ARVNRANGER BATTALION AT -
·KHE SANH, WITH UNDETERMINED RESULTS. . 

. ·'_A TOTAL Of 296 TACTICAL AIR SORTIES WERE fLOWN DURING 
tHE P~RIOD IN SUPPORT Of THE KHE SANH AREA. MARINE AIRCRAfT 
FLE~I 89 SORTIES; THE USAF fLEW 127 SORTIES; THE NAVY fLEW 80 
SORTIES. BOr'iS DAt1AG~ INCLUDED 24 SECONDARY EXPLOSIONS, 
SIX SECONDARY fIRES, 20 ROAD CUTS, II FORD CUTS, TWO BUNKERS 
DEStROYED, AND 12 ENEMY KILLED. SEVEN ARC LIGHT STRIKES 
(42 SORTIES) WERE SCHEDULED AND fLOWN IN THE NIAGARA AREA. 

FOR THE NEXT PERIOD A TOTAL OF ~84 TACTICAL AIR 
SORTIES \oJILL 8E FLOI.vN IN THE KHE SANH AREA. THE MARINES 
PLAN 44 SORTI!S; THE USAf WILL FLY 140 SORTIES; THE NAVY 
PLANS 100 SORTIES. THE MARHlES I/IILL HAVE 16 AIRCRAF'T O:J CALL, 
AND THE USAF lHLL RESERVE 120 SORTIES fOR KHE SAtJH. Si!:VEN 

.. ' ,-

ARC LIGHT STRIKES (42 SORTIES) ARE SCHEDULED FOR THE flIAGARA AREA • 

. " THE MORNING OF' 2 ;·lARCH AT KHE SANH l.vAS CLOUDY WITH 
LIGHT DRIZZLE AND FOG. DURING THE AFTERNOON THE WEATHER 
CONDITIONS H1PROVED WITH THE CLOUD CEILING AT 2500 fEET AND 
GOOD VISIBILITY. BY 6:00 Ai1 THE FOG FORMED AND VISIBILITY WAS 
REDUCED TO ONE-QUARTER MILE BY 11:00 A~. THE REMAINDER 
OF THE EARLY MO,RNING HOURS REMAINED CLOUDY \HTH OCCASIO;lAL 

( DRIZZLE AND FOG RESTRICTING VISIBILITY TO ONE-HALF "lILE OR LESS. 
THE FORECAST FOR THE NEXT 24 HOURS IS FOR LITTLE CHANGE 
WITH FOG PERSISTHlG UNTIL 1:00 A:1 3 i1ARCH. FRO~l 1:00 A~l 
TO 6:00 A"l VISIBILITY WILL REMIIIN GOOD AND THE CLOUD CEILING IS 
FORECAST TO BE 2000 FEET. AFTER 8:00 AM. FOG WILL FORM ~.ND RE"lAHJ 
THROUGH THE EARLY MORNING REDUCING VISIBILITIES TO ABOUT ONE-QUARTER 
MILE .. AFTER 1:00 AM. . . 

THE'KHE SANH DUMP AND AMMUNITION SUPPLY POINT (ASP) 
STATUS AS OF THE ABOVE TIM:: IS AS FOLUHIS: 

PREVIOUS STATUS 
8:00 PM I MAR EST . DAYS SUPPLY 

ON HAND . (9 :00 AM 2 i1AR SVC)) 

CLASS I . 

CLASS I II 

. .,.' .. , ';" 

(RATIONS) 
MEAL,. CO:~BAT, 

INDIVIDUAL 
B RATIONS 

(FUEL) 
AVIATIOII GAS (AVGAS) 

. JP-4 FUEL (J~T FUE~) 

. MOTOR GASOLI NE (tf;OGAS) 
DIESEL 

," -'" 

--------_._--

15 
9 

3 
8.3 

. 9.3 
10 

15 DAYS 
13 DAYS 

3 DAYS 
8.3 YS 
9.3 DA YS 

10 DAYS . 

.. ";,,"..,.,,. 

.. 
...." ~"~''<l~-~'~'"'' ~-
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'. . CL ASS , v . '. (A N 11U i'J I TI ON)···· ;.'/ ••.... : • .,.., ... :~ .. " .• ;:,.,.'" ••• _.~;. 
(.. . .i 'A. HIGH EXPLOSr VE '··':-'.,.···,~·'.~,.·.,·; . .: •. ,;.w· •• : .. " . ..,:·::".:,,"": .... 

, .. 60-MM MORTAR 
81- M11 NORTAR 
90':'MM <TANK) 

. 4 .2" ~JORTAR 
1I'5-,"1M HO~IITZER 

'l55-Mill HOWITZER 

B. ANTi-TA~lK 

90- 11M HEAT 
ROUNDS Oil HAND 

CLASS V 

66- MM ROCKET (LAllI) 
ANTI-TANK MUlES U1-15) 
ANTI-TANK 11INESCf1-19) 
ANTI-TANX MINES (t':-2J) 
106-11M HEAT 
106-1111 RECOILLESS RIFLE (HEP-T) 
106-1111 BEEHIVE 
3.S"ROCKET 

. 90- 11M AP- T 

(COr:RMD 
105- MM HO'.if ITZER 
155-N11 HO('}ITZER 
40-1111 GRENADE LAUNCHER 
HAND GRENADES 

5 
TS S 

5 
10 

011 2 11ARCH KHE SAi'/H WAS RESUPPLIED WITH 192 .• 5 TONS AS . FOLLOWS: 

CLASS I 
CLASS IV 
CLASS V 
CLASS VIII 

DTG: 03/1416Z 11AR 68 

39 TO ~IS 
64.5 TONS 
87.5 TO liS 

1.5 TONS 

.. ' - -.. ,; ' ... '-" ',," .-.. ~, 

1,1359 
·3,313 
: . 168 

668 
13 

154 
706 
909 

1,306 
329 

5 DAYS 
5; $-6 

. 5 DAYS 
10 DAYS 

-------,-. ------·-------·----r-
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CONIIDERAaLE CASUALTIES INFLICT!D ON THE IN!MY!IOTH' 
tHE GROU~D'A11D'~ l1'H ART! LLtRY F' I BE. • .. 

, , ' .' • . I • ' 

~ii1'i"tED;':'v'rSla'rL'r'ry WITH L..OW (,Z!J.ING~ GON:!NU~D At J(}fE 
;A~~ TUROUGHOOr"M6sT O'"TH: R~PORT!Na p~nIODa DESP'I!! 013-
A3HXZABLE WEA!HER CONDI1ICl1S, S~VZ~AL AIn" 08:SRVSR C~NT~CLLED 
t!t€!J U1W3 AIR S1'~Hl<:!:S tl!:£R2 E:F'jofSC!tV1:t.y ':·:.'<:SGt:rr~D." DURINa -THE; 
CAY,-AATtLLtRY "SAT1ERI2S'rRcM' THE 13TH ~\~!MSS"F!RED 133 
MISSIONS 2~?Z~D!NG 195~' ROU~CS O'-~~MUNIT~ON WIT~ EXCELL~Nr 
~r,i1GS1' CaVERAGi: :t:;:PO?'fED. 5i,L~P:"U':s t-Nij :':";l;jr;~:;::Nr A:1CU~~rItl;.1 
TO 160 SHORT TON3 vE~S OFFLOACSr ~~RI~:G r;~: ?!R!OJ AS R!SU??LY 
A!R::iiMT?T L.~t'lr:;Z:; i~Ni) TOOK OF':' :;iI'rtWl.'T !i;·~':Rf~~RE,\lC.s. GSN£RALI..¥' 
Stl~N" A,i5rtv-I'r'/ I\'f' K~!.~ Sil.lllH DV:UNG 1'}J:! DA': ;11\;5 CO:~F'H~ED . 

SPCRACrC: INCOMING A37I~L2RY A~D,,~OHTA3 ROUNDS· AND HARAS-
;;!NO" ?RI122's'.· ~,' .' -

.Ot ?A:1'I'tCt.lLAR iior~ !J!.!RHl~ 7:i€ !=!f!IOO. :1.\S A SIGHtH;3, 
3~L! 3y'A~ Ar~ 03SSRV!a AT 11145 A~~t MI'!~ K!LC~IrlnS 
~' ~:HJ!ST ~, HILL aS1. 'AN ES!!MA!!Q t~~:1Y 3ATTALION WAS . 
MVED t':J A 'COLIJNN ~'!OVH1G !ASl',_ AIR, S"?i~r:-ns AND ARTI1.,1.EFtY 
~!SS'IONS' RZSULT!D IN A RE?O~T-THAT :8 tlC~TH VltfNAMCS1' 
W!BZ KILL!D. c.:LS2.:(;~ZrtE: ':11;;.::tJQ THo£: D.\Y, 'r:-{!; ;~ARHES rOUND 
r~: OlRt~Ttd~AL"~!)I~S C~ TH~ LE7f FLA~~ OF THstR" ~D~ , 
1~F $.~iY'." . AL Tr.0UGH 'G{{:: \Ii A·S Dr SJ\Rn:::) f ··'rH'.!: O!HF.:? c~t rONAT~O 
~~~.s~~~ O'£~I ~ szcr!a~ 07 tHSIR t~FiNSi~Z ~!n!~ 'T~!S 
nCR~~l t;,:~.::,;z.,!......c~;'?.A.!'*, ;;~4:·iJ.qD .. ·";.uA!"'-L ,t\-!-:N~~'"F' t·~F;·' r'::CM. A 
LOCA't'tGN :OUT:~~!,~sr' Or"" t'KEI? ?'J3I'!'I''J:I •. A:ltr:"Lt~Y :1!SSIOf1S 
' .. n~:1! CALl..!.oi, SILJ:tlct:'j':; 'rH£ F'IR!(; :\7 1 :;:3 A;'! r~~a:: j'1"l'}o{' 

A~V~ ~~~~iR B~r!AL!0~.n2~a~T£J A ?~Qez J~ TH~!2 LI~tES. 
~;AR ROUN~3 ~~~~ ART~~~ERY :EF~~1IV2 ~1~:S ~t~t i;4PLJY~O. 

:.. ... -

....... ' ....... , .. ~ ... . 
: .' 

".'" 

. ;j 
. -'1 j. 

1 , 

., .. ,-
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I\;~:;fg;;;{;fit"j:fi.';;c.~~,":' . ':,., . ':""'" . 
1:"';:IJ~MY'-:NOOM'i:~G A~~~H~;SA~H ;IAS COI:l'ARATIV2LY LIGHT 
'I yEBT~RDAYMU3 ONLY 100 ROUNDS OF MIXED ~RT]LLERY' ROCK[T A~D 
MOR1A~ STRUGK IN THE AREA. AL~HaUGH NO MATSRIZL DA.1A~E ~A~ 

>:U:POFrrr:o, '!G MAFiINES W~:P.E WOU~JD}.=D. AT ,;DJACCNT INSTALL.H'!ONS 
i: llOl'1DZ~'ING TXE OME, ENEMY SXE'tLINJ CCNTINutD PURING THE P[RIOP, 
.'AW!· A'SLACl(1i:NED/PACEOF '0'" ROUNOS OI".110flrAil AND 2~AilTlLLE:flY . 

, ' 

:"P.OtiNllS,'Jl'El..L.:AT'iCAMPCARRO~:V!TH'cmXI1INoil'INJURI~5 . " ,".' .. '. ;;.,;' ,:.} 
I;SVSTAIN~O:';;l\Y;'ONJ;;' J1ARIN~ " ··A'FDONG.HA COHIlAT'sAsZ .. ·IG ROUNDS .·"i.,:.. . ' .• 
').OF·'ARl'nLEll'f'·t1rxED '\llTII:<TWO'MORTAfi' ROUNDS:'WERE:'RECElVED" ct':i,"''')6+: ".'oiC., : . . 

~;i~i~~~~~~~i ~E~6~f:~D)gAR I ~i~~~'/~~f· ~~~'~~~.~~.~ ~~;m~Rg~~i 1 '.' ;.' t.i .. ,.;,:;., •.•..•.• ,i.i.,~.t,:,'.f..·.';.~,.'·:j'· .. ·.,;.".·•.· .. ,:.: •. ··.: .• ,:.;, •• ",~i·: .'. '.',. ''''.,'.,: 
,pAlI,ERI'lOON;\,llOUNDSt:'OF>:AR'I'.ILLSRyHilTHNO'· bAMA.GE· REPORTED " .. ,. ". . .",': 
'}OI"FSliORli:";'SIx"'Al!TILLER·Y··RbuNos.·,t>i~!lE··FlRZO(AT THrf USS::NE~PORr ...i·.:". ,,' l' , .... c" 
:t~:: N~IIS;:W lrw'!tHE ··M£'All~S;t':.·;ROUNDi' IMPACT!NG .. ~0~;tfAjlD~',AWAY ,:.,-".'.',' '<::..:>; . : ": '".: .. '.:'. 
r;i,:?;~g~,t~~;l,~~..g~~~.~~.~~';i:t~;~i~;~.\ V~~~;li:.7':·:)!)\:;i 'if;!i:~: .:. .;!~:'::':H\· . ';>'.:'" "<.: .. ' :}.£~\: ,:' .•...... 

I',;':'! M ':,AN'r.Ar.;L' '.0 A Y';',dONT ACT>: A" COMPANY : OF;, r'l AR I NE.S '. SPOTTED 300.. . • •. :i' ..... ....•. ::,1...... . •.....•. , ...... :.' ... , ... '.!, ..••.• , .. , •... ' .•.... ' ....•..•• :.' ..... : ...•. :,',.' ..•..... '.: .•...•.. ,.' .•.• ,:.; ..• ,.' ..... ' ••... ;: ..•.. ,. ,' .. !'wzt:L.'>li)QUtPPED;NOR'tH·V:1EtMAME$EI se¢ ". METERS: WEST'jOF" A-3 .;: '" • , 
pRS.TR Il<It$".·AND"AilTI LLEllY··'W;;R~·r.l1l'L,Ono,· 'r~HEN COIlTACT"" 
\~OSj;;o '.·13~:'NORTH\V 1.EtNANES~ !leD !ESWERE COUNT~D." I'R tENDLY 
(.'.t· "~~OALT.l.ES lIE.RF., .. iONE·. K!L.LE.iJ." Tl.IRF.:~~CUND7.D (EVACU. A tEn) ." . 
l,vi~~':PO$lTtONS' 1500 M3:T:1:RS Jr.r\$,t o? A~ .. <1f r1Anli'i'S~L·E,(;,';AI;!,:O·-A 
'1'::-_'DeGi~,~~'::,ENEtrt" tOt~C£'a" W 1 rR' nR!I : .. ~En'(~ FilSPAfUd'ORY F'~.r:23 n:' 
h:P?CH'f'-,."FRIENDLY' UNITS ACCOUNT:::;) F'OR 2t NOR'r~ V!IT:Ti'U\!l~S8 
r· 'KrlLEtr:::WIT.K'tcIQH'r '(INtlIVIOUAL AND ONE: CRS!f S2RV:C: WZ·;\PON 
I ,'. cApr.IJ}"iED~,',':-,:-;·);·j'Hn;Nbt. Y CASUAl .. T U:S tJ,'EP.5: omt .}~ I Ll..[ D MlD Iq V~ 
I t;julj.NDitn~'-"· 'JHtLE._'swr.S?'1NG'·!N THE 1J!0!:H7'f 'or MAl' XA 1!11 
, ~Y!LLAC:lE:, 'YES'r5:RDA'{, 'THZ 3:;' 3AT'l'i~LION' 1St r1t.tH~:;::S F'OUND- ,'30 _ 
.':,~:}Rli>t~ORTH-" VIltr~rAMESZ BODI!:s .;~;!) T:-!.~7,F: ADDIT!ONAL'-'!~)D!v,rDU,~L 
';JXf\PCNS~""~j(l.ANDING cR., .... r'(·sT~UCJ( t.' 1"11::2 3:3(J MElsns .sOU'l'HU\3T 

.,(,7" i'1AI"X',\\""''t'HI VILI .• AG2 lNJfJRIN1 '!,~{ftr! H~.?!NE3 M'ID OAMAGIN(,l , 
'r,;-{3:, V !!:tl ,I, 9~"& 'o" , , . 

7HR;rE'COFRAM tHsSIONS r;tRE iInED EX?~:i:;:!NG ;i9, RoUNDS, 
• "~P,l\lI,L,I,tlG 9 Eti,ENY.' .. .. . 

";; .. ",,, 
, --·~';o!:r;.~z 't~n:HZ ,~",!:JTA~, t.)F' ~7$ TA~i'I.Cj\L-· AIR SC,1T1C5 n.'O:'i~: 

ill suP?orn OF' ';<HE"SAmr rt"JiZk'" THE tM~H,S; TLS:;~ 101 S'..l~!,r'2:'; •. 
V!T;{"so~h 'i>\:--JAGE REPORT!D AS ON!' SZCONDA:1Y E.:ti)LCSIC)~~t 1":;) 
SiCONDA?Y F't nES f O~!s: A1)TO(-l.4 rIC ~12APOi: PO S I l' iON DEST~~YF.:D, 
"~ND 13_ E~'EMY KILLED. THE" AI" 10RCE rL£W 96 30RtI!S AND THE 

'iJ,V't 7St nS.:JJf1'l·rN~ 19 '!=lOAD, CC1':S, ON! TMiK OE:S!RO'fEr:i, l'''OU;t 
(!lJN "?OS!'rtC}~8"D'2StP.OYE.D' ~tGH:' !t~"F.11Y XILt.E::h or:.s: A;'~l~R2.D 
VXHICl.E"OANA:lEO, SEVEN SECI.)ND.o.;1i" EI.?LCS!ONsI TIN S!!:COND.~2Y 

~'IRES~NINI MILITARY STRUCTUR~S AHDTWO 'TRUCKS DESTROYED, 
· nVE ARC I.IGH! STRI}(~S (~0 SOiiTU;S) WERE FLOWN IN THE 
,~~9A~A' AREA, .. i :,' . - " 

'·';'AIll·RESUPPI.Y'·NilXHE SANK F'OR. !HE: ?F.RIOD A~CUNTE:D TO 
.160,SHOR1"1'ONS~RESUP?LY SORTJES rO'r,\LLE~ 25 fOP. J. "'ARCH, 
;>'l'.r.~;'-C""13er"-A tt1CFfAF'T" COMPLETED 'tEN' A r F1 CROPS ~ TiWSS c- ~ 23· ~ ~ .. ;-

COM!'t.E'rEO,:'!'W·, 'AI? D?'O?S··AND oNE LANDEn. TIW XE1..1CC?T£?S 
DZUVl::lEil, pAss::NGEliSAND CARGO, ~ ._.:,....... . 

',ci __ '."~- ;"'~--r; ,\ • .;.l..~.""":',_.~,-. ...... _ •. _. -, .... - ... '--,.,_ ..• , .. _--., .. ,,,, "'~ '" 

TACTJCALAIR SU!'PORT FOR THE r:EXT n:ilOO !JlLl. rOTAI. 
<l70S0R1!o:s, "TH!RE WlLL SS: EIGHT ii-52 STRIX;:S ,<:48 SORTI::S) 

· }:~O.,~· N ;,:r:;E NIAGARA MEA,. . . . 
.;.;,,,.~ .. , ... ,;,.,;, .. ,,;~ ............. " ... ,-, ....... '., ................ ,,'-,-, . ,.,.... .. , . .-
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"A~ H1GH EXPLOSIVE 
S0-NM 'i10i1TAR 
$1-;~11 rlO,RTAR 
'~",~'IM 'TANX) 
4';2" :10RTAl~ 

105-m1 HOt/ITZER 
155~M:1, HO'. I.T~,ER 

'2.", AN!l~TANK, 

90~(1M K!At 
16-~~ ROCK!! (LA~) 
ANTI-tANK MIN!S (M-!" 
ANTI-TANK MINES (M-19) 
ANTI-TANK MINES IM-&I) 

!~6-~111 HEAT " 

44 
24 

S2 
47 

!;; 
15 

,., r~G-~M,RECOILLISS RIFLE IHEP-!) 
1~6-I'iM BEEHIVE 
~: ~ .3" ROCKEt 

, " '90-MI1 ',AP~I' 
,",; 

'.0' 
""'j' 

.::~' ::'~L..i-.", :r..: ... '-'. ,. .~ ;,'''.' 

4') DAYS 
2'\ DAYS 

'92 DAYS 
47 DAYS 

!il'DAYS 
16 DAYS 

ROU~JCS ON HAND 
!J::]59·· 

'0.531 
, iGS 
618 

'0 
154 
, 7~6 

929 
1,630 
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THE WHITE HOUSE 
WASHINGTON 

Tuesday, March 5, 1968 
8:25P,M, 

Mr, President: 
"> • , <P 
f-

Mr, Rostow has been informed of 
the attached and instructed it be sent 
to you, 

.;. 

•. 

White House 
Situation Room 
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THE JOINT CHIEFS OF STAFF 
WAJHINOTON, D. C, 20301 

l.·- -. 

") 
\ "\ 

· .; ·~··~C.I· ·II~.I.I • ." :. ,I ~ i 

6 4 c.. ..... :;' . . ". 1 ~ I • 
· ~ \. t,~: . · 'j\\) 

./ ._:_ i~: °t. ., :~l 
J. '/" ..• ,,!.;.: .. ,., : .:.'j'l 

OM-3088-68 . : ',?, '., 1'; 
.' "', 5 Mal'ch 1968 , . . ;.:~ ';,: ' :. "j :"~l! 
,. ~. -~ 

, ,.MEMORANDUM FOR THE PRESIDENT . I ~ '~!j 

'.;.::,;' !~: SUB.JECT: Telephone Conversation with Genel:'al Westmoreland -f '~i t 'f;: ,.,.i"l 

. 
.. . 1. I tallced to General Westmoreland 011 the seCUl:'e te1e-: . ': ,., . t" 
, • phone at 1840 hours this date, He had no specific items to "',.. fc'! 

report other than those appearing 1n youroperational/intellli- . : :' . t~l . ! . 
i. ' , 

II: .... 

genoe daily. summary, However, he made several comments which' :". " ~~1 
I think you will Und of interest: • ~'::.' 1":1 

• :. I:':'!. , .'.~.'" '/: • • • •• I J..... 'f 

. i8.. He and General Vien, Chief of the South Vietnamese',' ';' " 
Joint Oenel'al I?taff, have been traveling around the countryside., ::. ':II . 
looking at the situation and conferring with ARVN and U.S. ',:;" 'i"'~ 

. . commanders. He stated lihal: morale fa good and everyone is be:': ..... ' If:.ll' 
,I • having in a steady and confident manner. ';' :" .. ;' '" 
f • ". ;.', 'J . ::. ' . ~ 

b, As he did when I Visited .him in Saigon, he likened .... ,., 
the present situation to the Battle of the BUlge; namely, a r' 
maximum efrol't by the enemy which he could not sustain, General, , "{ 
Westmoreland told me tl1at the enemy appears to have lost· " .' i'. . ... :.. hI 
momentum in many areas; they tend to utilize standoff fil'e against ..... , ·f·i 
friendly.tt;?rces and installations rather than attacl<ing them·'::.~.i h:.:i. . . ~.H 
as they did in early and mid-February. '·~;.i;f+'~ :;; :: l:; 

.; i:r~ ~ -,.1. l~l 
. c. 'Oeneral Westmorele.nd I s logistical situation in .~.~.~ ... :.~ .; , i~i 

., ~north~rn I Corps 1s impl'oving steadily, He 1s thinking of '.. " .. 
. establishing tile Pl:'ov1sional COl"PS 1n that area under ;. ~ . ::':' It'" 

. , ~:.,:- ' Lieutenant General Rosson in the very near future" .~:~;: ·.l,.i.l, 
'., ., 2. Without implying any darogation of General Westmorelan'll t s" t.~, 
.' '< .• analogy to·the Battle of the Bulge. I believe it 1s still too ~Ci:: '. ,b; 

early to forecast with any great precision the extent to whioh ·:i;.;; ." .. hoi 
'. 

'. 

. the enemy can and will resume a heightented
1 

grOUndiefftohrt
t

, th . t;: ('0:" /" . ~.", I 
'Intelligence indicators stl'ollgly suppor t 1e thes s a e /"': . l.n 

.' . ,enemy is preparing for atmajor e
b
ff

i
o
l

I
1
'tt in

t 
the Hue/tPhtu kBai areia't'~~~"~:". ,hi 

Moreover. the enemy has he capa 11 0 renew a ac 5. aga ns "~" .... :. :.:j "f 
Da Nang and in the oenthral

k 
hthighlands, tI1nl.lothher words'

A 
d~spit~ ~,i,i::':':.: 'j .. : i 

Vf!ry heavy losses. I t 1n e enemy s as unexpenueu re: .!:"l~',," "f,1i 
.' sources which he can throw at us. This is not to say that I:. ';'~~ii: 1: I. . J ... i I 

'. ~ am not de11ghted at the ·slackcming in enemy acti"ity; it 1ndft~;;·;·t ... : "~I 
to,:'.··· cates, I thdink

h
, tha1t he is bharingdIogis~i~a~ and pefso~~~~ ;.kl~ .. ',:j'.. hi 

... problems an 1& pans are eng. 51'UP e your a. r '"L::,~~',. ,". '.' :itf 
.~!'; .ground attacks. J2 A .'i:'~'V"" I"~ 

..... . DECLl\SSIFIED .' ~ If W~ '~';\r..,:~.':.:' ~:i 
. . :Authorit; Qe.s /od-7! /dUd EARLE GW~EELER f;;';i~:E;, :' ': ;. ,,~ 1 

B ..... .-li)) 1" NABS D te..3-16 - 7 q Chairman . t.:! ii~? i ~, '; .. -:: 
. • . :... . y. -.-rr' .. a Joint Chiers or Staff . . i1'(':~ :I'!. 'I;. 'f' 

, ~. - :c • ""giD" ,:.'. " •• ,. 1 
~-:- :0.1'. ¥v "" f' ~4··· i = 'f...-.7 ..... n ._ .. !.. .' .~,' .. ' • 

:. •••. ~I' {.,.j ' •. j.:.: 
,.: ........... : :.'~,,':.'" ,.-~~. '!"~'.~ . 

......... . ' ••••• - ... , ... - ••• __ .. ":"" .. ..--01:0 ',; t 1 \:i~"I4(. IV '~;Jt!s~'" 
~.:.....- • -_.' - - ... -.:.... •. , •• _. _ .. ..:....J.:..z.!;..=J.:1: •• .40! '\ t " -:!:.':_. ___ ,~ . 

" 
J . '", 

• .. f :' ," " 

~ ,""':'.:'.' ...... ,. ,_ ....... ', .~-...:.:. '. . . .. 
(lOP'( LBJ UBRARY 
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THE WHITE HOUSE 

, WASHINGTON ':',' 

Thursday, March 7, 1968 

. ' .. 

' .. :-

9:30 a. m • 

Mr. President: 

.. 

At Khe Sanh yesterday: 

good weather; 

217 tons delivered; 

2367 rounds fired; 

antiaircraft fire heavier, bringing 

down the C-IZ3; 

343 tactical air sortie s to good effect; 

42 B-5Z sorties. 

, 

. -Authority 
. DECLASSIFIED 

'o~~,/r;-/p_ /F~ 

:1 ,#' , NARS, Date ~ ;../¥.;.; 7~ By, 
~. '. , '," , }-J 

"':-. "'-~'~ - ... ~ .---- .-~ , -~ --- ~ -

'~'. -".~ 

f": ~. 

~ < ~ •• '" • ' 

. ' 

.'-
- ""'77,; 

/. "J -., 
',j 

f 

r • 
r 

, 
'0 



I,T~'~CC,::c,.~' '_':"~ ... ~~"=-=-:: ____ '"~"="cc,c:c.=~., ----, 'C==:-:"". __ ,_~ ~,, __ .... ::---:--'-.. -,-'-:-:;-..". =CC'C 

: i '·1 .- ':.;' 
',£ ," .' . 

• 

" .: 

'-' " 

, 
" 

. ' : 

'-. 'i 

I 

.. \' . 

, . 

,j 

D~ClASStFIEl) .,' 
Authority _, _SO_, _'e.;;;:tte::.r~JAQJNIl'.2.3~lOZ9 

By d& j 
'V., NARS;Date, fn-.;l~-')7 

" 

iEeREI 

Thursday, March 7, 1~68, 9:50 AM 

TEXT OF CABLE FROM GENERAL WESTMORELAND 

This is report number thirty-two on the situation in the 
Khe Sanh/DMZ area for the Z4-hour period of March 6, 1968 . 

~e~:;~~lt't:;~~,.:KheSa iiK'"t:ilr'6tigno~t""rii~~Co{ tiie~'pe 'rt6'd': 
E!2Y!q~<i,,9ptimum flying conditions. for''fixed' and rotary wing aiJ.:Craft. 
Logistical and supporting arms efforts were improved throughout the 
area of operation. A total of.Z17.,s110rtt(;m.s;fofsupplies and equipment 
were offloaded during the periQ';i,";""'lfGe';\ipport elements expended a 
total o£7.~?.J;;:.;:£,l;ms!,s.;p·tmixed mortar and artillery. 

Enemy anti-air resistance was heavy yesterday as 13 Marine air­
craft were fired on with three receiving hits. At Z:OO PM, a.G.-IZ3'with 
47 passengers and crew members aboard, received fire on let-down for 
Khe ~anh, attempted to leave the area, and cr.'l:~Q..~~. eight miles east of 
Khe Sanh. Search parties report no signs of life at the scene. 

Enemy artillery, rocket and mortar rounds totaled 115 throughout 
the period. Eighteen Marines were wounded. An incoming rocket struck 
a parked C-lZ3 aircraft. No injuries were caused, the plane sustained limited 
damage. Two other aircraft were reported down yesterday. A helicopter 
was downed by hostile fire while hovering over a position in Ashau Valley. 

, Five of the 11 people aboard have been rescued so far. An Air Force F-105 
crashed in Laos yesterday. The pilot ejected safely, and was recovered. 

Along the demilitarized zone, enemy activity centered on 
Operation Kentucky. Elements positioned at C-Z and C-3 received five 
and 39 rounds of artillery respectively. Five Marines were injured at C-Z, 
no materiel damage was reported. Con Thien received 15 artillery rounds 
and eight rounds of mortar, with no casualties or dcLmage reported. At 
A-3, elements of the 3rd Marines received nine artillery rounds. Other 3rd 
Marine elements northwest of Dong Ha received 30 rounds of rocket and 15 
mortar rounds with no casualties or damage reportE~d. Dong Ha combat base 
in late afternoon received 10 rounds of artillery resulting in two wounded. 

SECRET -
COPY U3J UBRARY 
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Near Camp Carroll, elements of the 9th Marines received 12 mortar 
rounds, injuring five Marines. 

Qr.ounct~m~!it;1),o·iih..<t;:n'~0!l~g-_Tri:;PJ;6Viric-e-:Wa':ssrgi'illtcanl: .. 
In a sharp contact five kilometers northeast of Con Thien, two companies 
of the 3rd Marines engaged an unknown size enemy force. F,;!g.~~Y-:2...n.!'l~ 
N.9oft:h.,-YieJnaJllese:~my",ere·killed.-:'''Friendly casualties were 14 killed, 
2(j"wo~nded. South cif the Cua Viet river, a battalion of the 4th Marines.in 
night defensive positions fired on 15 North Vietnamese Axmy in the open. 
A search at first light revealed .1!.~I?,emy: bodiS".6 and seven individual weapons. 
South of the Cua Viet, an artille-~y mission fired on troops in the open 
killed four enemy. 

Marine aircraft flew 142 tactical air sorties in support of Khe 
Sanh, the Air Force .flew 122, and the Navy 79, for lL total of 343 sorties. 
Bomb damage included 87 secondary explosions, 27 secondary fires, 30 . 
bunkers destroyed, 17 enemy killed, one rocket position damaged, 29 road 
cuts, three trucks destroyed, and 100 meters of trench destroyed. Seven 
ARC LIGHT strikes (42 sorties) were flown. 'l;)yiinty:secondaryexplcisions 
were reported from three of the seven strikes. The B-52 effort was 
conceJiLtrated on targets beyond three kilometers from the Khe Sanh perimeter. 
Only one strike was flown on a close-in target. 

During the period 217 short tons of supplies and 85 passengers 
were flown into Khe Sanh. Thirty-nine resupply sorties were flown on 
March 6. Nine C-130's and three C-123's completed air drops, three C-123's 
landed, and 24 helicopters delivered passengers and cargo. 

For the next period, 270 sorties are scheduled to support Khe 
Sanh. Seven ARC LIGHT strikes (42 sorties) are scheduled. 

~OPY!.BJ UBRARY 
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1.~FORMA TION 

THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

Friday, March 8, 1968 -- 9:05 a.m. 

. Mr. President: 

At Khe Sanh: 

a second consecutive good weather 

day; 

3204 rounds friendly artillery; 
95 enemy; 

321 sorties; 42 B-52' S; 

221 tons delivered; 

5 U. S. wounded. 

.' 

, 
I 
I 
f 
" ; 

.! 
I • -. , -, , 
i 

, 
" , 

'~-' 

DECLASSIFIED ' 

Authority OS.!) /p-/.f-?J> A.#~ 
BYd,# ,NARS, Date.1-/~?,?'- , .. " 
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s:aerur,T - Authority 

By • "'-& 

DECLASSIFIED 
OSD letter JAN}' '979 

, NARS, Date ' ,-~ S'-?'j 

Friday, March 8. 1968, 8:45 AM 

TEXT OF CABLE FROM GENERAL WESTMORELAND 

This is report number thirty-three on the situation in the 
Khe Sanh/DMZ area for the 24-hour period of March 7, 1968. 

Eii;S;<;.l!e,nt.flying condj,tionsc.ontintied at ,Khe Sanh for ,the..' 
~...e,cond, consecutive day,' with seven mile visibility. High ceilings and 
broken clouds favored fixed and rotary wing aircraft support. Fire 
support elements, suppressing enemy firing positions and firing on 
targets of opportunity, ex;pen.:j,ect,a"total,of}204.rounds of mixed artillery 
iIllcl mortar with excellen:t target coverage reported. Enemy anti-air 
inCidents continued yesterday with~,,;gh.t.a!:rf~aJt.fir,~d on and two receiving 
~hits .,. --..... ., , . ' ',.. .. .,. 

En"!l:lY activity was comparatively light at Khe Sanh. ~l1.emy 
incoming artillery, rocket and mortar rounds comprised most of the ' 
enemy activity. A total of 9.5, rounds of mixed incoming fell during the 
24-hour period, causing injuriE;ls to five Marines; four of whom required 
evacuation. As a result of";;" rocket round impacting on the airstrip, the 
runr~y\ya,s.temporarily closed to fixed wing aircraft. Repairs were 
c;ompleted by 9:00 AM. At 1:45 PM, an air observer spotted several North 
Vi'etnamese Army in bunkers and trenches 17 kilometers north of Khe Sanh. 
A controlled air strike succeeded in killing five North Vietnamese Army. 

Elsewhere within northern Quang Tri Province enemy incoming 
sla.ckened somewhat, but ground activity increased. A total of 10 rounds of 
mortar fell near Camp Carroll during the period, causing injuries to five. 
At 11:00 AM yesterday, the Marines in Napoleon/Saline received 12 rounds 
of artillery, resulting in two killed and six wounded and evacuated. At 
8:30 AM this morning, the Dong Ha combat base received 80 rounds of mixed 
rocket and artillery resulting in 13 killed and 26 wounded. 

Significant ground contacts were recorded yesterday in northern 
I Corps as the Marines, working in conjunction with ARVN elements, made 
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contact with, an estimated three company size enemy force, 4 1/2 
'kilometers north of Dong Ha. Contact continued until 7:00 PM 
with artillery and air strikes being employed. I!'Jti<l:t,c;,!-sualty "_ 
~ounted to )15 killed.!nitial"casualty figures are two killed and 76 wounded. 

-- ", •• --~.-~-- ,-C' - -_.--" .. ,' II ' 
Tf"lcn," ~ 

In a similar all day contact, the Marines engaged an 
unknown size enemy force on the south bank of the C:ua Viet river. 
Preliminary friendly casualties are 13 killed and 48 wounded; Enemy 
casualties are _unknown. Fifteen North Vietnamese Army bodies'we;'re 

,discovered in what -appears to have been an enemy first aid shelter just 
north of the Cua Viet river. 

At 10:10 AM yesterday, the Marines fired 23 rounds of mortar 
on aknown enemy firing position 1500 meters north of Con Thien, and 
observed three secondary explosions. An air observer spotted an enemy 
active mortar position with North Vietnamese Army occupying trenches 
and bunkers, 11/2 kilometers northeast of Con Thien. A controlled air 
strike on the position resulted in 13 North Vietnamese Army killed. The 
mortar position was destroyed along with 200 meters of trench line. 
Another air observer controlled air strike four kilometers north of Ca:mp 
Carroll destroyed two mortars and killed three North Vietnamese Army. 
At 3:10 PM, an air observer adjusted a fire mission on enemy mortar 
positions, at approximately the same location, resulting in the complete 
destruction of the mortar positions and the killing of four North Vietnamese 
Army. 

One COFRAM mission was fired expending ten rounds with 
undetermined results. 

Marine aircraft flew 134 sorties in support of Khe Sanh, the 
Air Force flew 117, and the Navy 70 for a tot.a}of 321. sorties. Bomb ,'damage 
included four gun positions destroyed, 13 secondary explosions, 28 
secondary fires, 35 bunkers destroyed, 21 structures destroyed, one mortar 
position destroyed, six road cuts, and one armored vehicle damaged. Seven 
~~:t.,I9H,T strikes comprising _~2sorties were flown. Two of the strikes 
were against close-in targets. From the previous period additional bomb 
damage includes 14 secondary explosions, 100 foxholes destroyed, and several 
trench lines destroyed. 
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During the period_?,21 •. S sho~t}on.sjJf supplies and 21 
passengers were flown into Khe Sanh. Fifty-three resupply sorties 
were flown on March 7. C-130's flew 11 air drops, 42 helicopters 
air-landed. 

For the next 24 hours 268 tactical air sorties are scheduled 
to support Khe Sanh. Three ARC LIGHT strikes, 18 sorties, are 
scheduled. The remainder of the force will hit targets in Thua Thien 
against suspected enemy concentrations. However, the scheduled Thua 
Thien strikes can be diverted to the Khe Sanh area em two hours notice. 

The weather forecast for Khe Sanh is for continued good 
vl.f,l~~~~;ty:J~oI?}<)Lternorning on March 8 with skies dear to scattered. 
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Authority _ OSD letter JAN:3 197Q 
, -- 'Sunday, MarchiO, 1968 

By_ • ....,· e814--, NARS, Date ,-~r-?~ , 
MEMORANDUM FOR THE PRESIDENT 

Herewith, General Westmoreland's report number thirty-five on the 
situation in the Khe Sanh/ DMZ area for the 24-hour period ending 8: 00 PM, 
March 9. 

Favorable weather conditions prevailed at Khe Sanh during most of the period. 
Low ceilings lifted by noon, providing improved conditions for air support. 
Fire support elements expended 2,277 rounds of mixed artillery and mortar 
with excellent target coverage reported. There were only three anti-air 
incidents reported. 

During the period, enemy action consisted mostly of shelling the Khe Sanh 
positions. Ground activity was light. During the day 250 rounds of mixed 
mortar, rocket and artillery fell at Khe Sanh and surrounding areas. In­
juries attributed to the shelling were two killed and 15 wounded (four evacuated) 
A helicopter parked at Khe Sanh received 50 shrapnel holes causing substantial 
damage to the aircraft and minor injuries to two crew members. 

At noon an air observer controlled air strikes on 14 North Vietnamese soldiers 
in the open southeast of Khe Sanh,resulted in seven enemy killed. About 
two-hours later an enemy bunker complex was detected 300 meters south of 
Khe Sanh. An air observer controlled air strike aGcounted for five enemy 
killed and the destruction of one bunker. At 6: 00 PM elements from the 26t h 
Marines spotted four enemy digging a trench four miles northeast of Hill 881. 
An 81mm mortar mission, followed by a fixed wing napalm strike accounted for 
four killed and five secondary explosions. One ARVN Ranger was killed 
and one wounded yesterday by sniper fire. Fire WelS returned with undetermine 
results. 

At installations bordering the DMZ, enemy activity was confined mostly to in­
coming artillery, rocket and mortar rounds. Six Marines were wounded at 
Camp Carroll as 13 mortar rounds fell during the period. Yesterday evening 
twelve 140mm rocket rounds struck at Dong Ha inju.ring nine., one of whom 
required evacuation. 

Ground contacts in northern Quang Tri Province du,ring the reporting period 
were comparatively light. Yesterday afternoon elements from the 9th Marines 
spotted seven enemy running east from a position three miles southwest of 
Camp Carroll. In trying to overtake the seven, thE! friendly unit came under 
fire by 60-70 enemy. Artillery and fixed wing strikes were called. Two enemj' 
were confirmed killed. Enemy was observed d~parting the area carrying 

. OOPV!.B.I UBRARY 
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additional casualties. There was no enemy activity reported in Operation 
Napoleon/Saline and friendly units continued security operations north.and 
south of the Cua Viet River without contact . 

Marine aircraft flew 101 tactical air sorties in support of Khe Sanh, the Air 
Force flew 131 and the Navy 117, for a total of 349 sorties. Bomb damage 

. included four trucks destroyed, 27 road cuts, 17 b\!nkers destroyed, 22 enemy 
killed, 37 secondary fires, three automatic weapons positions destroyed, 
270 meters of trench destroyed and over 60 secondary explosions. Numerous 
secondary fires and explosions resulted from strik'ls on a storage area 20 
miles east of Tchepone, Laos. Twenty-six sorties hit the target with ex­
plosions still going off as the forward air controller left the area. 

There were five ARC LIGHT strikes (29 sorties) during the period. Nine 
secondary explosions were reported. Four strikes were against close-in 
targets from 2,200 to 1,100 meters from friendly troops. 

During the period 170. 5 short tons of supplies and 116 passengers were flown int 
Khe Sanh. Thirty-eight resupply missions were flown on March 9. C-130's 
flew eight air drops and three 1apes. Three C-123's and 24 Marine helicopters 
landed at the field. 

For the next 24-hours, 307 tactical air sorties are scheduled to support Khe 
Sanh. The Marines plan 88, the Navy 100 and the Air Force 119. In addition 
the Air Force will have 120 alert sorties on call. Seven Arc Light strikes 
(43 sorties) are scheduled. 

The weather for March 10 for Khe Sanh is holding well with improving con­
ditions during daylight after night restricted visibility. By 2: 00 PM ceilings 
should be 3,000 feet with visibility to seven miles. 

©OPY!.BJ UBRARY 
-·--.. ---·--------·---------·-T 



7-~ 
~', . 

(, 

.-. '. 

, . 

'"' .. . ". 
.. . ' ," .. 

"', -, 

..... , 

'";. ~ '. ,,".:,' 

" ;. 

' .. 

.; '-', ." 
. ", ;, 

' .. .', ". ": .. 

, ' .. " 

. . .. 

'.' 

.. ' 

.~:. '-. 

.' 

, 

.' 

-. 

. ' ,~ 

• 

'. 

liJ!! eRJ!!'i' 

,,", -... '. 

,'" 

,,::. \ '" 
.-: '. , .. . 

"', .. ----.. --.~.-----.--.-.- .-~-" ---~-... -. --,,--_.------- --";,'--- ---. -.-----..,~.,' . 

INFORMATION 

THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

Monday. March 11. 1968 -- 9:45 a. m. 
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t Mr. President: 

. . 

Khe Sanh-DMZ: 

weather less good; 

enemy fired 250 rounds; 

178 tons delivered; 

328 sorties plus 36 B-52's; 

our supply base at Cua Viet. at eastern 
end of DMZ hit quite badly by lucky 

enemy round; 

major successful further ARVN fire fight 
at Dong Ha. 102 enemy killed. 7 captured. 

• j 
· .• 
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DECLASSIFIED '; 

. Authority ~AP /0-//- 71' M?<'~ 

-.', 

.' , 
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Monday, March 11, 1968, 8:45 AM 

TEXT OF CABLE FROM GENERAL WESTMORELAND 

This is report number thirty-six on the situation in the 
Khe Sanh/DMZ area for the 24-hour period of Ma'rch 10, 1968. 

Low ceilings and drizzle prevailed at Khe Sanh through most 
of the reporting period, with a consequent decline in the number of air 
strikes flown. Light enemy anti-air incidents were recorded as only two 
aircraft were fired on with minor damage reported 1:0 one. Enemy activity 
was confined to incoming mortar, artillery and rocket rounds wi&._~5,Q -'Ill 

. .E.9~w.~..,.gfi.m!-,x,:,<t,8.:r_~nanc,~. f~..!}El..s.~t.ing.th~~.x,:.a Two Marines were killed 
and 15 wounded, four of whom required medical evacuation. 

No significant ground contacts were reported. Enemy activities 
at other installations in northern Quang Tri paralleled activity at Khe Sanh. 

'No ground contacts were reported by Marine units. However, enemy 
shelling was damaging. The day's incoming included 10 rounds of artillery 
falling at A-3. Camp Carroll received 10 mortar rounds. No casualties 
or damage was reported in either instance. Several artillery ,rounds fell 
at positions occupied by the 4th Marines at C-3, with no damage or casualties 
reported. 

Beginning at 7:30 AM on March 10, the Dong Ha combat base 
received 70 rounds of rocket and 82 rounds of mixed mortar and. artillery 
resulting in three killed and 14 wounded, with seven evacuees. ~(9~Ji.O,:AM .. ~.;l 
~~j}n:<?EtE.d:~~~~:~~ ~*e,)..~.El!!it"Jf~~.:~a.mpon.tl;e Cu~ y!~s::,.1 
~e;;i:ol,Ull:btl:rJ1ck,a... drum· of. fuel, ,spread into the. fuel,£aJ;:.Il;bcausing''Secontta'ry 

_ ~---:-.. ..,.~_. " __ >'H ••• _·· ~.~,-:, ... ,,-•• -•• _. - ___ ,-'",-" ~ ...... ! ... :,.-..... .. ' < ~. __ •• -i".q:":!U..""...~ __ ':"'_. 

ttl'&~e·;fire",.."ubS"equentlrset.'oif:s:everaJ;.;;i;.Q,un!l!f..:!!;_.~HPi.1;i,.o~,.'.,.~ghty:- ',c", 
.ti&.d'i.ve.p;r£ent.-frthe-rpn~v~I>,-l:eporte~;:.!i~!E2X,~~, .. ;;;p~_g~,~~jncJ~~e~~d~t£u·i:tion. 

c.ef .. ,p.ve",trucks,'§ey:e-'!,9.},;;pJUldin~~<-tw';::fii~-;rank:s.'':-Oll:e--a:1'tillex~-Vl~~pon,'.mr-ei;;­
commu!lft.ca;tib~a;;;;one:.e:MUIe, • threre""forle"1ifts-a:riaa 'guar'd"'toVi'e'l.":'"-"The ' . 
~;ridi;-~a-s-"l"epor tea::D:':p&rc:enT"_~t'£"&ye<i;;""1:iiltial"easuatti.~ .. ;;;!{;.~ 
recorded.i\fi -OTie.i.lU),ie&.a~~~ 

DECLASSIFIED 
Authority ..Q.SD letter JAN 3 1919 

, :.R, t -.;1.S- 77 By d iT ., NARS; Date'...;;.. .. ..;.;; ....... 
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SECRET 
, . 

AR VN operations in northern Quang Tri Province 
included a large contact north of Dong Ha. In Operation Lamson 193, 
elements of the 2nd ARVN Regiment engaged a large size enemy force. 
Fighting continued throughout the day. Friendly casualty figures were _, 
recorded as three killed, 37 wounded. ' ~tota:L~,:tQZ:i;i'-emj;~Il:Ied:':~ 
"Ij~_i~.9,.individua,t~~!J.&-Y~,1:~~~~;[rye-.a:)y~ap~s •. caPtl!n;_!L,i;'TSeitiUi-::N'orUl •. -:;J 

_ ~~:n,<lse Arm¥-priS'on~rT'We:t"e-ea'ptU'l'·ea.~ , 

Marine aircraft flew 80 tactical air sorties in support of 
Khe Sanh, the Air Force flew 141, and the Navy 107 for a total o£2~J.Q}:,~,::::,,"t 
Bomb damage includes two trucks destroyed, 42 road cuts, 14 secondary 
explosions. 43 secondary fires, three bunkers and 140 meters of trench destroy, 
13 enemy killed, seven gun positions destroyed, and 14 structures destroyed. 
There were six ARC LIGHT strikes (.~iiLtreE.O!.cheduled into the Niagara area, 
however, four aircraft went to secondary targets due to targetting equipment 
and aircraft malfunctions. Three strikes in the Niagara area were 
classified as close-in targets, ranging from 1300 - 1800 meters from friendly 
forces. 

During the period":~lZ8'::!l:::il'ior'OQX1s or:aupplieS:oJIIoIe!Ei£h»rrme~ 
~~?'Khe'~iih). In addition, 92 passengers were flown in. In all, a total of 
18 sorties were flown. Twelve C-130's conducted eleven air drops. Five 
C-123's conducted three air drops and two landed at the field. One helicopter 
landed at the field. 

For the next period, 307 tactical sorties are scheduled. 
Six ARC LIGHT strikes (36 sorties,) are scheduled. 

The morning of March 10 at Khe Sanh was foggy with visibility 
as low as 1/8 mile at mid-morning. Low clouds remained through the 
afternoon. After dark, fog formed again restri cting visibilities to 1/16 mile 
by the morning of March 11. The forecast is for con.tinued cloudy weather, 
with fog during the morning hours and after 8;00 PM at night, lowering 
visibilities to 1/2 mile after midnight. 

• 

- BECREl 
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THE NATIONAl. MILITARY COMMAND CENTER~< 
. WA9HINO'l'OH, 0.0. 10'01 

. . '. . ... ... ""'" 
. Al!thOfl;B~M~z:1E~AN'3 '1979 .·.·Uo~af~~ 1968 

. Ru_ <.,/Y\;o' ;'R' Q 'D '-- '4> ~~S"~"&I 

.~JO'I/l'~r""'. ny' - V,r .•. •. " ". a' ........ _Ii:oo ........ io=O:r., 

NBNOMNDUM lIOR TJln .l911ITll HOUSS SITUATION ROOM 

Subject: Supply Status at Rile Sanll flS of 8:00 PN nST 
: '10 MAr (9100 AM 11 Hal'. SVN time) . 

'1. Tho Khe Sai\h Dump !lnd AmmuniHol\ SUI'PI)' l'oint(ASl") 
status as of the abOVe) timo 18 8$ EolloNs: .' 

• PRnVIOUS STATUS 
DAYS SUPPLY 8:00 P~I o "la1' nSf 

ON'IIAND • (P:OO AM 10 Mar SVU) .. 
. CLASS r (Ra tiOllS) · .. 

Meal, Combat, Individual 
B RM.iolls 

. £~ASS III (pus1) 

. ,. 'AViaUon GasCAVGAS) 
. JP-4 Fuel (Jet Fuel) 

· . Notor GasoUne Ct.IOGAS) 
· Diesel . . ; 

.. ., .. 

£LaiS, 3! 'o\.mnlllJ\it lon) 

a. High eXl,loslve 

60-mmmortal' 
8l-ml1l lIlol'tar . 
"O-nun ('l'ank) 
4.211 mOl'tar 
lOS-mm lloW!tzOl' 
15 S.-lRl1I ho!,,! tzor 

b •. Al\tltank 

PO.-mm ({BAT 
66-mm rocket eLM') 
Antitank mines ~N-lS~ 

.. Anti taltk minos M-l0 

18 
51 

4·$. 
20 

108 
40 
ZS 
14 

.Anti tank mines ~l· 21 
lOG-mm IIllAT 
106':,nm i'e~oUleS8 rU'lo (nOP-T) 
!.S" .rocht. . 
90-liu!I Al'-T . 

. 

, 

17 days 
8 days 

, 
3 daY5 

10.6 days 
1.t days 
4.3 day. 

• 4Z days 
2Z days' 

108 days 
40 days 
24 days 
14 days 

BQt!liDS ON HAND 

1,ZOZ 
1,581 

1,98 
668 

o 
·z.~~t 
%,189 

3lZ9 

• 

.. '". 

. . 

., 

. , 

I 

.f 
'f 

I 
• 
t , 

.1; 

l 
.1 .. 
'l 
'. 
• 
,. 
, 

· t 
I 
• · , 
i 

: ·1 
: I , 

• 
• • 
· ! 

{. 

i · 
· . 

'. 

• • • 
" : 

...... : •• 1o._ •• __ .. ______ ,_ ! .- .. __ .. -. -_ .. _.-
~OPY!.BJ UBRARY .\ 

'----.. ·--·-T --



: 6_, 

" 

.. '; 

" ' ., ' . ' 

. ~~. Alltlpe~'$OI\llel ' 

lOG "rum nmlllIVn 
" "CLAS~ V ~CO'F1\A~f) 

lOS-runt howitzer 
lSS-mm howl tzet' . , " . 

. ' 40-mm grenado launchel' 
, Jland: ,81'onados 

.: '. ,".' ,:",~ '" ':',:'.' ", ,; ... ", 
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" ',' -i 
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DAYS SUPPLY 
ON lIAND 

5 
5 
S 

10 

, 
.' 

4 

PRBVIOUS STATUS, 
8: 00 P~I 9 l>Ja.r EST 

(D: 00 AM 10 Mar SVN~ 

,ROUNp,S, O~ 1iAll~. 

I,On 

I days 
5 4rty. 
I days 

10 days 
• . . 

; . 
; " . 
'. 

. ",. . 
., " i. 

• f 
I' .. 1 ~ 

j r ' 
':H .. 
iil : r , 
i. 
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'. ' ' 2,; On 10 )farch, Xhe SlIflh WI15 
follows: ',. 

l'esuppliod wi th 118. S tons as 

~. 
ltf 
; . 
• 

'

I, ; 

( 

• 

'. , 

;:. . .:' 

CLASS I 
CLASS U 
Cl,ASS tIl 

• CLASS IV 
CLASS V 
'Ihtol~at\oous 

Dis tribution: 
SGCbI1P 
DBPSliCD13P 
CJCS (3) 
DJS· (3) 
J .. 30 

, J .. 31 
J .. SZ 
J·33 
J·4 . 

, . .AI~R 
NCCC 

,APCP 
NPP' 
DDO 
ADDO 
ceoc 

, PAC DIV 
' .. PACDBSK 

(. -. ,SBeItI!:T 

• 

1:'.0 tOilS 
2.0 tOIlS 

. 30.5 tons 
U.S tons 

118.0 tons 
2. S tOllS 

~4f4'" ~ ,. "P'<I ..... 
AIBS A, SUANNON 
l'littldler Genel'l\l, USAP 

noputy Diroctor for 
OpGl'ations (NMCC) 

2 
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THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

, INFORMATION 

Tuesday, March lZ, 

10:15 a. m. '9'''-
\2v1l

9/ 
\' 

MR. PRESIDENT: 

At Khe Sanh: 

__ poor weather; 

150 rounds enemy fire; 

343 sorties plus 36 B-5Z's; 

Z07 tons delivered • 

SF 6:R:13'rattachment 
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P.y At? 
B!~, SrFIED.·· ..... ". Tue ~d~y, 

etter JA N 3 Ja79 
, NARS, Date W-~ .;,. ':) ~? '7 

March 12, 1968, 9:30 AM 

TEXT OF CABLE FROM GENERAL WESTMORELAND 

This is report number thirty':seven on the situation in the Khe 
Sanh/DMZ area for the 24-hour period of March 11, 1968. 

U~!,,:vorabl& ...... YI.~~.fu!ilx:':'¢OP;Ait.i.onILContinued at Khe Sanh during 
the reporting period, as fog with intermittent drizzle persisted throughout 
most of the morning and evening hours. Low ceilings lifted somewhat during 
the afternoon hours, permitting limited fixed wing support. Enemy anti-air 
incidents were light as only two aircraft were fired on and one was hit with 
minor damage. 

During the period enemy activity was 'confined to incoming 
artillery, rocket and n"ortar rounds. There were no g:round contacts reported. 

-M;~:hf:~~~~:~~~~~i~~;~:~k't:~~e~~!=~\~;~~~f~S:=2~:~~~::g~:h~ay. 
evacuated}. 

In the DMZ area, enemy shelling comprised the majority of enemy 
activity with no significant casualties or damage reported. In the vicinity of 
the Cua Viet river, elements of the 3rd and 4th Marines received 15 mortar 
rounds and 12 artillery rounds. One Marine was wounded. In ARVN operations, 
elements of the 2nd Regiment were in heavy contact throughout most of the day, 
north of Dong Ha. Initial friendly casualties are recorded as 22 killed and 65 
wounded. Enemy casualties are unknown. Sweep operations continue. 

There was one COFRAM mission of six rounds fired with 
undetermined results. 

Marine aircraft flew 123 sorties, the Air Force 134, the Navy 
86. for a total o(34,,3AQ.~ql'l'jl.+," Bomb damage assessment included 14 road cuts, 
three automatic weapons positions destroyed, one rock.lt position destroyed, one 
bridge de.stroyed, two bunkers destroyed, eight secondary explosions, 19 
secondary fires, and 15 enemy killed by air. There were six ARC LIGHT strikes 
~(r,;;lfQ.;.1:.i'p"~,k§.chedu1ed, however, three aircraft went to secondary targets due 
to beacon'malfunction. Three strikes were within 1300 - 2800 meters of friendly 
troops. 

____ ~S~F~C~~~,E~~~------------------

«JOPV!B.I UBRARY 
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A total ofl.'o7~sli&~:r~~';supplies were airlifted into the 
Khe Sanh area during the period. In addition, one short: ton of mail and 93 
passengers were lifted into the base. A total of 28 resupply sorties were 
flown, eleven air drops by C-130 and two by C-123, and 15 sorties by 
'Marine helicopters. 

For the next period, 308 tactical air sorties are scheduled. In 
addition, the Air Force will have 120 alert sorties, and the Marines will have 
16 aircraft on call. Five ARC LIGHT strikes (30 sortiE~s) are scheduled. 

The weather forecast for March 12 is for improving conditions 
to 800 foot ceilings and two mile visibility by mid-morning, and to 2500 to 
500 foot ceilings and 7 - 10 miles visibility by early afternoon. Conditions will 
again deteriorate after sunset, reducing ceilings and visibility to less than 500 
feet and one mile by midnight . 
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INF!MATrON 

8fSGlt£! WASHINGTON 

Saturday, March 16, 1968 _ 9:00 ,un 

Mr. Pres~dent: 

Weather lUck hOlds at Khe Sanh: 

234 incoming rounds; 

351 friendly sorties plus 
36 B-52 1 s; 

~Gc.o'f 

recce and small attacks on A Shau 
Valley, of which We shall have 
more; 

227 tons delivered. 
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~ -SECRET 

DECLASSIFIED 
Authori~ E,O. 11652 SEC. 5(A) and (D) 

By ~ , NARS, Date 4-1",_ 7l? 
. Saturday, March 16, 1968, 8:30 AM 

MEMORANDUM FOR THE PRESIDENT 

Herewith, General Westmoreland's report numbeI' forty-one on the 
situation in the Khe Sanh/DMZ area for the 24-hour period ending 
8: 00 PM, 15 March. 

R:~"!-i~~rJ:t,hi!d_91e.arwea1<~t after early morning haze lifted after 11: 00 am. 
Prior to that time, Ai:..' For ce resupply operations had been hampered. 

During the period, Khe Sanh ~ceived}O round§.;;9.t:g!lill§tY;-!~:.:.:.!:.~nds of 
rp<:ket an.d 190. rounds of mortar fire~for a total of 234 roun.,gs. The in­
cOIrl'ing7G~"'j:;iU1iedT~" one Ma;i;;';;" killed . ancC13-'wolmded (three evacuated). 
Enemy indirect fire attacks marked the only activity at the base, as no 
ground contacts were reported. There was no change in either the disposi­
tion of Marines in defense at Khe Sanh, or in the enemy situation. 

Elsewhere along the~DM.Z,=:.s:.fmt~ct,~aslighL~th <me exception. Dong Ha 
received twenty-five 140mm rocket rounds which wounded 13 personnel. 
Two required medical evacuation. Total casualty figures for the 3rd Marine 
Division area for the period were, two Marines killed, 39 wounded (16 evacu­
ated), 14 enemy killed • 

In tactical air operations,)51 sortH,s:,i.Vfre ntlwlf;1!:Marines flew 130, 
US Air Force 133, and the Navy 88. Bomb damag<~ assessment included 
53 secondary fires, 19 road cuts, 45 bunkers destroyed, three trucks 
destroyed, 18 secondary explosions, 25 enemy killed by air and one mortar 
position destroyed. 

~JI:~~"S~~~'y~P~y"&. US Air Force flew four reconnaissance sortie~~d 
seven tactical strike sorties. Bomb damage assessment included lliiee 
sec9:!i<;1.!!-!y'ex1?~~,i,~l}·s.",~~.1~1>~_;-,~~:I.~~Qyed. 

Six Arc Light strikes.(}jJ.Oi.ru.d1.were scheduled into the Niagara Area. 
One strike, within 1,200 meters of friendly troops, with fifteen secondary 
explosions reported. 

Aerial resupply for the period totaled}27_sJ~£!:.Lt'ons. One hundred and 
forty -two passenger replacements were landed at the field. Throughout 
the day, 49 sorties were flown. Fixed wing aircraft conducted 16 airdrops. 
Marine helicopters flew the remaining 33 sorties, delivering passe~gers 
and cargo. 

COPY!.BJ UBRARY 
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Three hundred and sixteen tactical air sorties were scheduled for the 
next 24-hour period, with the Marines planning 88, Air Force 128 and 
the Navy 100 •. Marines will maintain their 16 aircraft on call and the 
Air Force will have 120 alert sorties available on call. Six Arc Light 
strikes (36 sorties) are also scheduled. 

The forecast for 16 March is for scattered clouds and good visibility 
by 11:00 am. Ceilings and visibility will again lower by mid-night and 
fog will reduce conditions to marginal by early morning on the seventeenth . 
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' TOGENSR,!\L WHn:LER CJCS AuthorJty~O" ". ., 
(',"D~IIR.4L SHARP CI;lCPACBy' .. " 11652 SEC, 5(A) and CD) . " ..... 0'1" . 

•. .. ·.·I~~O !V~aASSADOR BUNKER ,., ---I--f?"N"ARS,Date...1.-/f_7~ .. G .. V.Y .. :. :' 
r.~\ e R ! r !1AC 03649 EYES ONLY . '".' /' ". : 

SUBJ' KHE SAUl{ REPCRTI(U) 
1. (U) THIS IS REPORT NUMBER FORTY-ONE ON THE SITUATION 

IN THEKH:1: SA:'JHID~lZ AHZA FOR 1)-'£ PERIOD 150900H TO 1609001{ 
MARCH 1958. 

2. (S) KH::: SA"IH H;\D Cl.EAR WEATHER AFTER EARLY ~lOl'd1NG' 
. HAZE LIFTED AfT:::;"! 1100 HOURS. PilIOR TO THAT TINE, AIRFORCE 

RESUPPLY OP2RATIO:13 HAD aEE~l HA~,j?ZRED. DURBG THE: PERro!). 
KIE SAN}-I RECEIVED 3') ROU:lDS OF' ARTIl.LERY t 14 ROU~lDS Q? ROCKET 

. A:lD190 ROU:mS OF ~ORr Ail FIRE, FOR A TOTAL OF 234 ROUNDS. VIE 
I:~CO :lI:~G FIRE RESUl. ED HJ 0 >l:: :·1 AR I ~jE K ILL ED MlD 1·3 '10 UNDE) 
<THREE EVACUATED>. E,12:'IY l:'lDIRECT fIRE ATTACKS /'1,"lRKED THE 
O:l!. Y ACTIVITY AT IHE: BAS:;':. AS liO tmou:;o CONTACTS ~ERr: p.i::. 
FOHTED. THERE \I.I,S NO CHtoNa2 IN EITliER THE DI5POSITIOi1 OF 
~l.~?1N::S HI DUEIIS!!: AT j{HE: SAHH. OR IN THE ENE:1Y SHU,WIO:I. 
E1.S1:'JlH!:RE ALO;lG THE i)~lZ. COilTACT WAS LIGHT lJITHO;IZ Exesp­
TIO~. DONG HA RECEIV~D TWENTY-FIVE 140~M ROCKET ROU~DS 
WHICH ~OUNDED 13 PERSONNEL. T~O REQUIRED MEDICAL tVAcUArIO~. 
TOTAL CASUALTY FIGURES FOR THE 3D ~ARINE DIVISION AREA FOR 
THE PER 100 ~ERE, no MARWES K!U.ZD. 39 (jOUNDED (1 $ EVACU­
ATED). 14 E:IE,1Y KILLED. 

;So (5) HI !f.\CTICAL AIR' OPERATIO:iS. 351 SOflTIES 'JERE FLO'i.'.~. 
; ''«A:H~IES' FLt':1 13Q. ~SAr' 133, MiD USN 88. BC;tl3 DA1,IAGZ AS.5ESS-

. ':"1E:~lT HlCLUDED 53 SECO:iDARY FIRES 19 ROAD CUTS. 45 3U:H(ERS 
D£STROYEO. Tl-fREE TRUCKS DE3TfWYE:D. 18 SECO:lDARY :::XPLOSIONS. 
25 ENEWfKILLEO BY AIR .4:m ONE MO~TAR. POSITIO~l DESTKO'fW. H{ 
THE A SliAU V;)LLEY, USAF FLE'i FOU~ RE:CC'Z SORTIES ,A'JD SC:VEJ 
TACTIC,~L STRIXE SORT ES. sons D,;~~AGE .<ZiSSE:.3S~ll::~n liCLUD;::;) 
THRE SECOND.~RY EX?LOSIO:;S ,,:10 10 3U;;,{ElS OEaTRO'fED. SIX 
Aile LIGHT STR!:<SS 0>5 SORTIE:S) l.iERE SCHE:Dt!LED FHO THE !lI.~GARA 
AREA. Tl'JI!:E SORTIES ,'!ERE DIVERTED TO A SEGO;'JDi\DAilY rARGE:T DU':: 
TO' BEACON MALfUNCTIQ;-I. O~IZ STRIKE, WITHIN 1200 :ETERS OF 
FRIENDLY TROOPS. 'JITH FIFTEErl Sr::CO:iOARY EX?LOSIO~IS !iERE REPORTED. 

It. (5) AE::l!-Al. RES IJPPL Y FOR T HE PER IOD TOTALEU 227 SHORT 
TONS. CU\SS I .:l,110U:lTi::O TO 45 SHORT TO\)5. CLASS I liAS SIX SHORT 
TO:'15. CLASS III :U:.lE S:I:JRT TONS. cuss IV FOUR SHORT rO:Js. CLASS 
v 1~5.5 SHORT TO,'IS. HI ADDnIO.'!. T;iREE" SHain TO~JG OF 11::DIC,Al. 
SUPP!.IES AIm 4.5 SHORT TO'iS or: !!AIL \Vi::!H: DELIVERED. 142 . , r.· PASSENGER RE.:>LI;CE11;;;;·)TS '~£RE U;·lUED AT T HE FIELD .TH~OUGH-. 
OUT THE DAY • ." soaT lES 'NERE FLO'l'i. FIXED 'I1:1G AIRCR AFT CON';' 

I'. DUCT EO IS AIRDROPS •. tt~?r:-1E HEl.ICOPT:::R5 FLEW THE R£'1AI~IING3.3 
SORTIES. DEU'/ER ING ?:\SSE:-iGERS A';O CARGO. 

f 5. (3) .315 Herr CAl. AIR SORT IES ARE SCHEOULED FOR THE 
I NEl(T 24 HOUR 1>'::RI0D. 'iITH THE ItARI:lSS ?LA:-.l~jnG 8S. US,4F 123 

I AND US~ 100. MARrES lULL ~AINTAI~1 THEIR 16 AIRCRM'! 0:1 CALL 
Acm THE USAF 'Hl.L HAVE 120 ALERT SORT IES AV;UUi31.E 011 CALL. 

.. SIl( MC LIGHT STRIKZS (3S SORTIES) A~Z SCHEDULED. 
, 6. (U) TH£ FO"!EC,;"T FOR lIS [1A"(C;-{ IS FOil sC.~rn:RE:D CLOUDS 
" ..-1)/1) G"OOD' VISI3ILITY 3Y IIOOH. C2ILI>IGS A:m VIS Ii3 lLin WILL AGAIN 

tO~ER 3Y :UD:HGHT ,\tlD FOG I/ILL R'::DUCE co:mnro:ls TO ;;lAHaINAL 
8'( EARLY' !lOR~n;IG ON THE S::V'::~TEE'lTH. 
G1"-4 . 

SSO NOTt: 
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DELIVER DURVIG'DUTY HOURS 
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FORMATION 

THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

I 
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.y::,~ 

'.- . 

Thursday, March 21, 1968 -- 10:45 a.m. 

Mr. President: ...... ~ / 
"'<~ ,"?-< 

At Khe Sanh: • ,~ 

weather good; ~ 
177 enemy rounds; 
87 friendly artillery missions; 
203 tactical sorties plus 6 B-52 I s; 
265 tons delivered; 
from other information, indications 
some enemy forces pulling back from 
Khe Sanh, others, perhaps, moving 
east to Quang Tri -HUE! area • 
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Authority ~.s.6l /()-d-?JY h~ 
By d i? ,NARS, Date 3-/6-71.,. 
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DcrsCLASSIFIED . " 
so '. letter JAN 3 1979 

• NARS, Date • ..,;b;,·_-_;;t_::.-_-... )~ 

Thursday, March 21, '1968, 8:50 a. m. 

TEXT OF CABLE FROM GENERAL WESTMORELAND 

This is report number forty-six on the situation in the Khe Sanh/ 
DMZ/ A Shau Valley area for the 24-hour period of March 20, 1968. 

The level and character of activity at Khe Sanh has not changed over 
the pas t three days. ~~~~..;n,e;tp.x'''9,atinuea·;tolimit.hi=(fQ.r.tIU.o_;t'!:tc:li~_e.ct::"ff.._e';: 
.!~!s§,,_.During this period, l.ll.incoming,.=unds.were~i'.ecor.ded .. The 
majority of these were from enemy mortars (150 rounds) and twenty-one 
Marines were wounded .. Five men required medical evacuation. Elg!:,!y:.~§V:!<n 

"artilJery .. missions were fired in suppor.t_oLthe'base;'thirty-three were.:'6b·served 
-....:..:-<"""""'~:.-. ";"" - "-'.'''-:-'---' .'''- .-.- '-- -, "' .. _. __ .,_. __ .. - ,,--"" 

Illis,.!?J<:>.ns.: Five enemy were reported killed by artillery or tactical air. 

C.l.lt!l,:!: •. we.ather. prevailed for 'mos t of the .day .. an!L203. tactical air"sorties 
~\:!.~_JJg:yvn. Bomb damage assessment in the Niagara area included two 
secondary explosions, nine bunkers and one gun position destroyed, two road 
cuts and sixteen secondary fires. U!.'-..!I~.~e.~y,g()o_d "!"l.ath.er inthe.~o.th 
q!tso.ye;r.ed)l,lcrativeta:t:gets anc!.s.ogle NiagaJ:'a so:r.ties were. -divertea to-the 
no:t:j;hern route packages. -- .- -------" ':." 

There were six ARC LIGHT s trike sTn "tne"Klie-Saiili"area during the 
period, four strikes Withl;' i()OO - 1500 meters of friendly troops. One mission 
reported eleven secondary explosions. Forty-three fixed wing and helicopter 
sorties lifted 265.5 .ellert.tons of supplies, -and 130 replacements into the base. 

~ ....... ~, ....... ,_,,-,, W"_~_'O' ._" ..... ~ '- •.•.••. , ... 

During the next 24 hours,. 298 tactical air sorties and six ARC LIGHT 
strikes are scheduled in support of Khe Sanh. W~ather predictions aref.~.ir-to 

.,i.q()d •. )lVith marginal conditions early in the morning. clearing up during the 
day. Rain may reduce conditions to 2. 000 feet and three miles visibility after 
2:00 p. m • 

Along the DMZ, 55 incoming rounds were received with no significant 
casualties or damage reported. Elsewhere in Quang Tri Province, contact was 
light. The total casualties in the 3rd Marine Division area for the period were 
twenty-six Marines' wounded (six evacuated), thirteen ellemy killed and two 
individual weapons captured. 
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. A Shau aerial surveillance on the twentieth consisted of one early 
morning and one photo recon mission. The good weather predicition was 
wrong. One ground reconnaissance team was extracted and one team failed 
to insert due to enemy fire. A team report from a mission near the A Luoi 
Airstrip contains locations of suspected caves and tunnels in the vicinity. 
a possible truck park and bivouac area and sightings of j;ruck traffic on Route 
548. 
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,RECEIVED 
WHCA" :' 

'VVZCZC0AAOI2 ••••• " , 1%8 MAR 22 1230 
00 YEK,\DS 
DE YSNj(e)A 17 0821204 

i'O 221200Z ZYH ZFI'-S 
I F'n GEN ;:! HELSH CJCS tH,SH DC 

INFO Nfl ROJIOi) '«HIE HO!;:;':: '.lASH DC 
Xi'! RUSK S'fAE D:::i''f ·.U,SH CC 
i~1 HELnS CI.Z\ . 
GEN JOH;'!SO~1 CB,~ liASH DC 
GE:l .1CCO;iNii:LL CSrH': ·t,~SH DC 
ADN l'loail'!:i~ CNO 'lii~S:{ DC 
Zi:~I'3~:-J CH;\P!tA:< CUC \1' M~H DC 
Z?2!1~n ZYil Zl'F-3 
FM G£NER~L A82A[1S DEPCO~!USMACV 

f 10 GENEr\'~L \iilEELER CJCS 

I, Amln.~L SHAH? CINCP.~C 
I;-IrO M'le ,'\SSADC:i 9U~J'\ER 

" GS;jERAL l:!ESnOi(ELA;'iD C01.l!JSi:ACV 

'I,:,. Z£:-1 !l I: ' R I' T l1AC 3957 EYES O:iLY 

DECLASSIFIED 

,:.Authority E.O. 11652 SEC. 5(A) and (D) 

. _BY, 4d:p , NARS, Date :i-3/-")ff 

(" fBJ: KHE SMIH REPORT (U) , 
~ f. (U) THIS IS REPCaT ~@iBEi1 fORTY-SEt/EN ON THZ 
, srru!~TIO{ll n THE: KP,E SA:~h/D:(ZlA SHAU AR;::,~ FOR THS PERIOD 
i 210900K TO 220S00H MARCH 1958. . 
it 2. (5) Tn;:: M~OUti! OF UC011INa FIRE DECRE.a.SED nWI1 YES-:I TEilDA'{ .i\S 111 HOUlinS OF .'ax;::;) FIllt: FELL ON THE C0}:3AI BASE. 
" SC:v:!:tlTY-'};lE ROlH'lDS '~Sid ART IJ..l.Er-lY. A Cli.~NGr: F;10~1 YES- . 

I, n::=tD;\Y, ~r.5:;\1 IE!: BULK CF THE: FlRE \·iilS FllO:1 ~~ORTI"RS. TlJEciTY-
; SEVEN HA~IN!:S WERE WOU~~E:DJ IS REQUI~ED EVACUATION. U.S. 

:1 A:U ILLERY FInED 28,30 HOU:;DS W lOS !HSS!Oi~S: THBTY-Sn 03S::iWZD. 
'fi' ';-;0 CCF.'1P.M Mli,lW1IT leN WAS EX?E;'iDED. 

r 3. CS) CUAil 'J£Hr;{E~ Pf;EVAILE:n TH::lOUGHOUT THE·NIA3,o.:i:A 
AO FOR THE FO~JiI'i:H CO:,S£CUTIVE: Ot<.Y. Ai'lD 27'9 T';CTICAL AIR SORTIES 
!l1ERI:: FLO'i,j. 30:·18 DA;-lAGE A5S::SS~~L'jT INCLUDED 35 ENEMY KILl.E£> . 

I EY AC DIilECTED STilH[ES, ONi:: AL'TC:',Ai'IC WEAPON f'CSnIC,l DES-
j' THOYEO. ONE P'IO'3.o.i.lLY DESTi10YEJ, A;,lL) SIX SECO;·IDA,fY EXPLOSIO:J.S. 

I· 4. (S) SIX 13-32 STilnES 1JZRE SCHSQUL2D WTC THE: KHE: 
• l SAi'lH A'~Ej'. ON::: S7RI1(E \lAS SCHEDULED AS A:'j E:1ERGENCY 

I TMtGE:T. 2500 XETERS F']Oi'l FilU:;,iCLYTHCO?5. ARC LtGh'!DM1AG£ 
! ,ASSESSr'lt::lT i~EPOHIB 13 S':;CO;I;;,I\.;'f EX?LOSIC~15 • 

. ~. (3)· Dt:F1IdG 'THE: ~;£xr 24 HOUiIS, 289 Ti\CnCAL An SOi/TIES 
" ACI!) SIX A.iC LIGHT SBIK£S ARE SCHEDULi£iJ. A,j ADDITIONAL 422 
I' ?:-i£-PLMdED rAe AIR SO.iTlES CA~~ E DIVERTEJ INTO THE KHli. SA~H AiE,1l, 
; IF .~E:WI1~:::). 
" tS. CS) UNHMI?C:RED BY '1EATHEi\ .o.;W E.~EMY At:!I-AIRCRP,FT 

:fU::, AI? 10RCE FIXED ~Jpi3 A;~;) MAn!:)!; H:!:LICQPT£HS ~lOV£D 214 
, 

'.; 

SHO?T rC~lS OF' SUPPLISS Al'lJ) 49 RE?LACS:olL'iTS nno KHf: SANH.i 
,.D.W!lNG . .!H;!; _SAMt ?EllIOD._,?I:< Jaas, CF._Am,.,D~~L,J.YERED..EQUI~M.E:~':t:_,~ .. _~, ,..;..,.c..........o..'·"",._ .. c,'~_-., . i 
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'C::;Wi\S--iU, G¥.LC ADE.D. 
'0"·,.. (H) . T HZ \~EA!HER 'I~"E;~;~~T~; TO REMAI'N T HZ SP:~lE' 

O\1l::R lHEtlEX124 HOURS, IH1it HnJNDE?SHQ\{';:R ACTIVITY REDUCHlG 
.... VISIB!LlT'tHl THE l.ATE AFHilNOO!~.· , '. '.. ...... . 
f:' "",8 •. (5) . ALONG THE: D~lZ. LIGHT ACTIVITY iifAS REPORTED NEAR .. ' 

CArl? ell,iROLl.. EU1{E:>IS OF THE 9TH MAill1lES ENGAG2D S~lP,LL .. , .. ' 
U1Et1Y ucnTS I.N SPOR.~DIC ACTION. SIX ENr-::'lY liEnS KILLED,'HTH;': 
our FlUENDLY LOSS •. TOTAL CASUAlTIES INTHZ 3D ~ARINE DII!I5IO;~ 

. AREA 'FORTHZ PERIOD WEllE u.s. :52 I;}OUl,DSD (20 EV,~CUAED);' 43 
ENl':;W . KILLED" O:I[ D£HINED,' 0:1£ INDIVIDUAL !,I.'::APO;·1 CAPTlIRE:D. 

" ELS2WHli.RE IN QUA:~G i?I P;'iOVINCl::. NO !trAJCH GilOUND ACTIONS 
. : TOO;: PLACE, 50:1£ UGH! CASUALtlES OCC;Ufi[[, F'rw~ SPOi'lADIC '.' 

'1(-lCO~lIi~G t1()itTAR i\ilD .~HnLLZnY FlHE. . 
9. <S) HO rlECO{.lN{\I;3SANCf: l'SMIS WENT lilTG THE A SHA'IJ 

I VALLEY THIS ~lOFI:W~3, THZ 22D. ONE AT 1D3703 HILI. l'!OVS NORTH. 
! ONE SGUTH OF' TIi;:: R/IO L;~O RIVER AT YC5691 '!lILL R£CO:~rc NORTH 

r AND E,~S1'. A] £.!\RLY r·lOi(.'HN,,> SLAR RUN 2Y 1515T /'lVN CO MiD 
. ONE TAC/UR PHOTO ['llSSIO(]' COVERED so P:::RCEN7 OF THE JAR",'::T 

ARSA. SIX AA/.t..!;,1 51H.Z ViGil': FOU:1D TO 3£ OCCUPIeD. 
GP-4 

SSO ,'lorE: DEL!IJEr! DU:UNG DUTY r.OUrlS 
520 

~ -', 
I 

! ' NNN~f 

:,... . 

f. . 

\ 

,~~ .. 

,'. 
·'r 

_",'~' ,J,~.::'·:·r 
',' . 

t '. '/~, 

, 

·l~,.~ __ ~_~_,-,_c_ .. ' .~-,~.,.:,-+~ ~.=.'-W"~,~;,~~ .. C~,.~_""c~~"~.~ ~_.-:,~.-.~" .. _.. .~-.-~--:-.--.: 

"; ... 

'-" 

' .. ,'--, . "r ... 
". " . " ... 



;----':.' "-;'~ .,,~.--.,,-.~::, .. ~..: _." 
'." J 

. [ ) 
/, 
(i, 

'. ~ 

-'i 

I 

i 
I 
A 

I 

! . 
! 

',j 
1 

'1 

'. 

MEMORANDUM FOR THE PRESIDENT 

SUBJECT: Khe Sanh report 

'--~.,~- ''''-~~----,..-.,,----~-----

• ,I' 

March :~4, 1968 
, 8:55A.M. 

1. This is report number forty-nine on the Khe Sanh/fJ;!{l,/A. Shau Valley 

area, for the period 23 March. 

2. Enemy indirect fire at Khe Sanh was greater than originally reported 

yesterday. An update report indicates that an additional 500 rounds of mixed 

artillery, mortar and rocket fire fell between midnight and 6;00 A.M. on 23 

March. Thus the enemy surge during the night of 22-23 l~rch was in excess of 

1100 rounds. After daylight, incoming fire slackened and fell into the pre­

vious pattern; approximately 130 rounds struck Khe Sanh during this period. 

Thirty-nine ~$rines were wounded, seventeen re~uired evacuation. Friendly 

artillery fired 2056 rounds in 155 fire missions. No COFRAM ammunition was 

expended at Khe Sanh. 

3. Visibility remained good throughout the reporting period, except 

during a thundershower between 9:00 and 10:00 P.M. Scattered rain showers 

are forcast for the afternoon of 24 March. Early morning for is predicted 

for 25 March reducing ceiling to less than 1000 feet and visibility to less 

than two miles. 

4. Ten Arc Light strikes, with 60 aircraft, were flown in the 1~GARA I.' 
area. Four were scheduled as emergency strikes, tIle nearest being 1100 

meters from friendly positions. Tactical air support totaled 408 sorties 

during the period. Tactical air bomb damage assessment included siX enemy 

killed and seven probably killed, eight secondary explosions, 13 secon~y 

fires, 28 road cuts and three trucks destroyed. 

5. Tomorrow, nine Arc Light strikes, totaling 54 sorties, and 327 

tactical air sorties are planned. 

6. Resupply of the base amounted to 224 short tons of all classes. i 
Twenty-two passenger replacements were landed. Seventeen US Air Force air- J 
craft and 24 Marine Corps helicopters flew 41 resupply sorties. 

7. Although there were no significant ground contacts during the period, 

several attacks by fire were reported. The 3rd Battalion, 3rd 149.rines receive:
1 

26 rounds of 85mm artillery siX kilometers west of Gio Linh. Four Varines wer~ 

o wounded. The enemy launched 11 rounds of 122mm rocket fire against the 2nd 

Battalion, 9th Marines at the Rockpile, killing one Marine and wounding 

seven. Near Cam Lo, 3rd Battalion, 4th Marines had five men wounded by ten , 

rounds of incoming artillery. Three kilometers ee,st of Camp Carroll, friendly 

artillery engaged approximately enemy in the open. Twenty-seven rounds of 105 

mm COFFUU~ were fired with good target coverage. ~~ird Marine Division casual­

ties for the period were two ~~ines killed, 60 wounded with 32 evacuated. 

There were fourteen confirmed enemy casualties. 
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8. Aerial surveillance ot:the A Shau continued w:lth one infrared, three 
side-looking airborne radar and one morning photo' mission flown. Eighty 
percent ot: the target area was covered. No vehicular activity was noted 
but numerous anti-aircrat:t positions 'continue to bEl occupied. 
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;.> ••.. ,'" THE WHITE HOUSE 

INFORMATION 

WASHINGTON 

Tuesday, March 26, 1968 
12:45 p.m • 

Mr. President: 

At Khe Sanh-DMZ_A Shau: 

25 rounds enemy incoming; 
25Z tactical support sorties 
plus 47 B-5Z l s; 

.. ', 

.. 

150.5 tons resupply, hampered 
by low ceilings and high winds; 
heavy contact east of Quang Tri 
City; 

. '-". 

weather poor • 
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Authority 
DECLASSIFIED 

OSD letter JAN 3 1979 Tuesday, March 26,1968,9:15 a.m. 

.. By .. -€ .' .NARS, Date .. 4-.;). S" - 2J 

TEXT OF CABLE FROM GENERAL WESTMORELAND 

This is report number fifty-one on the sj,tuaJiOJliiin.-:the::Khl!::Sanlr! 

~~Z.J-.A=Shatr:Yall.e,1 area for the 24-hour period of March 25, 1968. 

Resupply was hampered by low ceilings and high winds, which 

prevented aircraft from landing. lpP1,l.t..,consisted:oLteR.a.iE:..clZ:.Dps··by·'C.130' 

aircraft··totaling 150. 5;short',tons .. · &J;..B.pl~e;.."!.~1:'~t.r)..ai}l.,!l,.t...a., .. sat~sfactory.;.leve1-

with 2.8,days· of, rations· ancl·21··or"mor£. •. g.a.ys .... oLlarge· caliberammunition''On 

hand. 

Low clouds and poor visibility are predicted for the remainder of 

today and the morning of March 27. 

For the second day, e"!1.ELrn.,rdnco.tning:·'!irELcle.cr·easedas·iFfotal of 

~,Q1.l~J:!s.,'1J'e}"e received at Khe Sanh; 12 artillery, 10 mortar and three rocket. 

There was no ground action in the vicinity. The incoming rounds wounded 17 

. Marines; 13 were evacuated. 

South of the DMZ, seven kilometers south.last of Cam Lo, a third 

Marine Division Reconnaissance Team observed approximately 250 North 

Vietnamese Army. Artillery was employed, killing 2S of the enemy. 

Early in the morriing of March 25, the~ls.t,.Air'·CavalryDivision 

~&hlished he.avy·.contact, six kilometers east o£Quang Tri City. The enemy 

force was later identified by a detainee as elements of the K14 Battalion, 5th 

North Vietnamese Regiment. Gunships supported and the contact was broken at 

7:00 p. m. Eiflli:~'Ilf.fl~Q!:.cl!.hEh.e.nemywere killed. U • .5 ... 1osses were 10 killechind 

ULwQyndlild.t 

~hundred.fQ.r!y.~o .t~.c:t!falair sorties we1'e flown in the Niagara 

area. Se.MelbenemY."Yere killed. Seve'j1 secondary explosions, 14 secondary fires 

nine bunkers and one mortar position destroyed, and 20 road cuts and two ford 

cuts were credited to tactical air. Tacti'i'fiir::alr .. sortte.$-:pl:annedfor .tomorrow 

tOfaI=3cg . 

-------.----... ----.-.--.---... ------.. - •. --.. --.-r----____ (l._O_PV_!.BJ .. _U_BRA_R.y 
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Ii:ight..MC:.,LIGHT---$t'f'ik~. of' 47 
aircraft was ?iverted to a secondary target. 
;'Ma.r.chZ6: 

Z 

so;'ties. were scheduled. One 
Nine-.-mi;ssionFare·:pnffffiect-f~r 

One wire tap mission near Route 547 in A Shau was unsuccessful 
due to heavy enemy contact. Two Reconnaissance Teams remain in the, valley. 
One Team called in tactical air to destroy an enemy artillery cache of 
approximately 150 rounds. No unusual returns were reported from one photo and 
two armed reconnaissance missions. 

OOpy!.BJ UBRARY 
·-------·---·--·-T·-----·---·----' 
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00 YBADS 
DL YSNKQA 12 0691249 
o 291247Z ZYri ZFF-5 
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Fl~j GEN \1HE:::L~R 'CJCS ';It,SH DC 

. , 

. INFO l·jR 20 510\,' vlHlTE: iiOlJ:';'E. \~!\3!1 liC: 
:"1 RUSK STAE D}.?T'I!.!l.S[( CC 
Ei{ . HEL ~+lS C I!\ 
G~N JOH;'JSOd CSA ~'!}ASH DC 
GE~ ~CCO~:i[LL CSAF WASH DC 
AD~ MOORS~ C~O ~ASK DC 
ZE~/GZN CH~P~IA~ .CMC WAS:{ DC 
Z 2912162 ZYH ZFF-3 
F~ GiNE~AL WEST:,OHZL~ND CO~US~ACV 
TO GE:~;ERf,L ,j iE2U,? CJCS 
AD~IRAL S~ASP CIJCPAC 
Ii'~FO A~;31-~S5f~DQr~ oU."I:{EH 
i.E t·,: 

, . : " 
. 1·' 

. '.1%3 I//,:~ 29 13 •.. 12 
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/. . (j ,,; 

.' 7 .•. 
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~ DECLA,SSIFIED 

. , 

Authority 1':.0.116;;2 SEC. 5(A) and (D)' 
By: ¢Zr9 , NABS, l)./I1;Q $ - ::, / - ;1 r 

I 

cOPY!..BJ UBRARY 
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~ECLASSIFIED 
Authority .. ' SO letter JAN 3 1979 . Saturday, March 30, 1968 

By A.8 ' NABS, Date '_¥-/~ 
.. ~. 

TEXT OF .CABLE FROM GENERAL WESTMORELAND 

SUBJECT: Khe Sanh Report 

This is report fifty-five on the Khe Sanh/DMZ/A Shau Valley area, for the 24-
hour period 29 March 1968. 

~atlTh~aiiKheiSiih1t:;vas·ge:q.~rall.x:·g!?&>A:"Y:!i.§.,terst\.Y~h:i:'Ilii£pm:tyctfb:nNeD.",h41e~r:;;. 
However, at noon yesterday, fog quickly formed and obElcured the sky and reduced 
visibility to less than one mile. These conditions prevailed during the morning 
b. ut the fog was expected to lift by 10:00 a. m. Good sky conditions are expected tht 
rest of the day. Heavy fog is again predicted by noon tomorrow to persist until 
8:00 p. m. . . . . . . 

A total <:iC?;2-:r:~~0{~5dpplies and 100 passenger replacements were delivered 
to the Khe Sanh combat area during the reporting period. Eleven G-130 and three 
C-123 aircraft conducted air.drops. Forty-five Marine helicopters landed with 
cargo and passengers. A total of 10.5 tons of air delivery equipment was back­
loaded. . 

Smmlt~raQ<::mIS!a"Cfoo::ltl.DIe.T~ith 28 days of rations and 23 or more days 
of large caliber ammunitions on hand. 

A total of !i6-~:::9f~:en~IpY~!i1ir:~~tt;~~Ws;.J.lj.li'!.~i~4";t.t;·,~~ 25 artillery, 
25 mortar and six rocket. These attacks .wOJitldeW.£i"Ge;!(three evacuated). Ground 
action occurred when Company D, First Battalion, 9th Marines observed a new 
enemy trench outside their perimeter. Approximately eight enemy were engaged 
with small arms and 3.5 inch rockets. The enemy responded with heavy mortar 
fire. Four enemy were killed and one Marine was wounded. 

Along the DMZ, sporadic shelling of friendly bases and installations continued as 
a total of 63 incoming rounds were received. The only casualties reported were 
at C3 base north of Cam Lo where five Marines were wounded (two evacuated). 
Total U. S. casualties were 15 wounded (seven evacuated) and 18 enemy killed (11 
by air), one individual and two crew-served weapons captured. 

Elsewhere in Quang Tri Province, contact was light with no significant action 
reported. The First Air Cavalry Division continued reconnaissance near Ca Lu 
and to the west along Route 9 in preparation for upcoming operations. Ina 
dec'eption maneuver, one Army of the Republic of Vietnam Battalion, one USMC 
Battalion and one Cav Squadron (reinforced) initiated li~nited attacks northwest of 
Dong Ha at 5:00 p. m. last night. Five naval gunfire ships (one cruiser and four 
destroyers) will support this deception effort. 

COPY!.W UBRARY ---_._-_._----_._-_._-.- ,---
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Artillery fire for Khe Sanh consisted of 82 missions expendin~':f1fS'm"~~'f} 
. Twenty-one missions were observed. No cofram ammu:nition was fired. 

A totai o(;)~rS~t~m~iti'hllO~~~&: Seven road 
cuts, 18 ;~c:02dary fires, damage to two military structures and two trucks and 

. destruction of four military structures and three trucks was observed. Tactical 
air sorties planned for tomorrow total 255. 

~here wer'e six arc light strikes 'CtWi!!M'feiiT~heduled into the Niagara area. One I 

sortie was diverted to a secondary target. One strike observed five secondary 
explosions. There were 18 additional secondary explosions reported for the previou,1 
period, 8:00 p. m .. 27 March to 8:00 p. m. 28 March. Eight missions are scheduled 
for Niagara for 30 March. 

A Shau Valley side-looking air radar and photo missions reported no unusual 
returns. One reconnaissance team remains in the valley. 

,SE'Jeltl!!':f 

COPY!.BJ UBRARY 
--------·----'----T 
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ZCZCQAA250 
00 YEKADS 

.' , ... 
DE YSNKQA 16 0901218 
0301215Z Z ZYJ:L.-ZrF-5' /', 
FM GEN WHEEJ..,ER CJCS WASH D~ , 
INFO MR ROS'rO\tJ WHITE HOUSE WASH DC 
MR RUSlVSTATE DEPT 'IiASlr DC 
MR HE:L'HS CIA, /' 

, , GEN/oJOHNSON CSA WASH DC 

RECEIVED 
WHC/\ 

12 32 

I . 

,"'I." 

,'." " 

" l , 
".' "" .' ,-

I 

I, Gp:t~ MCCONNELL 9SAF WASH DC 
,AD!1 MOORER CNO WASH DC 

(ZEN/GEN CHAPflAN CHC WASH DC 

I', '". Z 30 1 I 29Z./Z YH ZFF-3 

DECLASSIFIED . 
,Authority OSD letter JAN3, 1979 

FM GENE;RAL WEsnl0RELAND COMUSMACV 
TO GENERAL I~HEELER CJCS 
AD~I):RAL SHARP CINCPAC 
INfO Al1BASSADOR BUNKER AMEMB SAIGON 
ZEM. r ' 

j3 E f: a I: I MA-G~3.3') E-¥aa:Ol'lL i • 
SUBJ: KHE SANH REPORT CU) , 

By, ; & ' NAllS, Da~ 4-~ S" - 77 

, . I. -'"ttl THIS IS REPORT NUVlBER FIFTY-FIVE ON THE ,( ,lE SANH/DNZlA Sl1AU VALLEY AREA, FOR THEAPERIOD '2"9-0gee ;p.Cj , -oee-~ MARCH 1968. ~,.'l.~~"'" ' 
2., UI}WEATHER AT KHE SANH WAS GENERALLY GOOD " ,YESTERtAY WITH VISIBILITY TO SEVEN NILES. HOlIJEVER, AT 4 . .>l"~~'F-HfS MORNING, FOG QUICKLY FORl-1ED AND OBSCURED THE ~~S~Y AND REDUCED VIS!§~~i~ TO LESS THAN ONE MILE. THESE J o}NDITIONS PREV.AILElJ -. NORNING BUT THE FOG WAS EXPECTED 01' TO LIFT BY ~f.l'O()'J!OURS-; GOOD SKY CONDITIONS ARE EXPECTED -l\ THE REST OF THE DAY. HEAVY FOG IS AGAIN PREDICTED BY .woo i'>'-~';; lfTURS TO~lORRO\~ TO PERSIST UNT IL ~(T. ;@:;;:p,,? _ 

• 

PAS;EN~~~ ~E~~rt~N~~T~2~E~~0~iL 1~~~EgF T~U~E~U~i~G ~t '.r~l., G-/.A {I • .rv-THE REPORTING PERIOD. ELEVEN C-130 AND THREE C-123 AIR­CRAFT CONDUCTED AIRDROPS. FORTY-FIVE MARINE HELICOPTERS LANDtD WITH CARGO AND PASSENGERS. A TOTAL OF 10.5 TONS OF AIR DELIVERY EQUIP;'!ENT WAS BACKLOADED. 
4. '-SJ SUPPLIES RHIAIN AT A SATISFACTORY LEVEL WITH 28 DAYS OF RATIONS AND 23 OR MORE DAYS OF LARGE CALIBER At~MUNITIONS ON HMlD. 
5. {-s) A TOTAL OF 56 'ROUNDS OF ENEt1Y INDIRECT FIRE WAS RECEIVED AT KHE SANK; 25 ARTILLERY, 25 MORTAR AND SIX ROCKET. THESE ATTACKS l~OUNDED FIVE (THREE EVACUATED). GROU:~D ACTION OCCURRED 'iI.HEN CONPANY D, 1ST BATTALION, , 9TH MARINES OBSERVED A NEW ENE~IY TRENCH 0 UTSIDE THEIR F.RHIETER. APPROXIt1ATELY EIGHT~WERE ENGAGED WITH ,:,,<&my :, ,iLL AR[1S AND 3.5 INCH ROCKETS. THE ENEMY RESPONDED \,iiTH HEAVY ~lORTAR FIRE. FOUR .mf~ l,vERE KILLED AND ONE MARINE 'liAS wOUNDED. " ¢''''~My 
6. (S'J ALONG THE DI'IZ, SPORADIC SHELLING OF FRIENDLY' BASES AND INSTALLATIONS CONTHJUED AS A TOTAL OF 53 INCOMING __ RO,mlDSWERE RECEIVED. THE ONLY CASlIAL TIES RF:PORTFn- WJ;'::IJ;' 
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1;'-cri.7~-"C31!ASENORT H OF CAM LO IN HERE FI VE MAR INES WERE . .... . ... , .' . , ... ~ 
, ·~.jUNDED (TWO EVACUATED). TOTAL U.S. CASUALTIES WERE 15 WI~ , 

(SEVEN EVACUATED) AND 18 ENEMY .KIA (! 1 BY AIR), ONE INDIVIDUAL 
. AND ONE CRE~l SERVED WEAPON CAPTURED. .' . 

7 •.. ~ ELSElifHERE IN QUANG TRI PROVINCE, CONTACT 
WAS LIGHT WITH NO SIGNIFICANT ACTION REPORTED. THE 1ST 

·t~R A~~V*~Ri~~~~~io~Lg~~r~g~i~ ~Ei~N~~~~~~~i~o~E:~R CA 
UPCOMING OPERATIONS. IN A DECEPTION MANEUVER, ONE ARVN I·· BATTALION, ONE USi1C BATTALION AND ONE CAV SQUADRON , 

I· - .; (REINFORCED) lliITIATED LIMITED ATTACJ(S NORTHWEST OL- ' . 
,'; ,DONG HA AT . .e6.'06"'tIOtJry3 'F-ItIS-MOfl!HN'G.-FIVE NAVAL GUNFIRE 1..-"1 "T IU.(,-~<r 

SHIPS (ONE CRUISER AND FOUR DESTROYERS) WILL SUPPORT THIS 
DECEPTION EFFORT. 

8. ,C.S-) ART ILLERY FIRE SUPPORT FOR KHE SANH CONS ISTED 
. OF 82 MISSIONS EXPENDING 1,626 ROUNDS. nIENTY-ONE MISSIONS 

WERE OBSERVED. NO COFRMl AmmNITION WAS FIRED. 
9. ~ A TOTAL OF 315 TACTICAL AIR SORTIES WERE 

FLO~lN IN THE NIAGARA AREA. SEVEN ROAD CUTS, 18 SECONDARY 
FIRES, DA11AGE TO TWO !lILITARY STRUCTURES AND HID TRUCKS 
AND DESTRUCTION OF FOUR MILITARY STRUCTURES AND THREE 
TRUCKS WAS OBSERVED. TACTICAL 'AIR SORTIES PLANNED FOR 
TOMORRO~l TOT AL 255. 

10. ~. THERE WERE SIX ARC LIGHT STRIKES (36 SORTIES) 
SCHEDULED INTO THE NIAGARA AREA. ONE SORTIE WAS DIVERTED 

(~0 A SECONDARY TARGET. ONE STRIKE OBSERVED FIVE SECONDARY 
',,;'LOSIONS. THERE' WERE 18 ADDITIONAL SECONDARY EXPLOSIONS ,.,J.. ~ {jJ'r.Jcf,' 

REPORTED FOR THE PREVIOUS PERIOD 28~-29e-90e-. EIGHT 8-b~ fl,,1.l1"" :;7;.,: 
MISSIONS ARE SCHEDULED FOR NIAGARA FOR 30 NARCH. 

11 • ..eS> A SHAU VALLEY .sI..AR AND PHOTO 11ISSIONS REPORTED 
00 UNUSUAL RETURNS. ONE RECON \!EAl{REMAINS IN THE VALLEY. 
ag..,4-.- - '---- _ 

" - ~jl)(L -J..~<",,(),- /lIlt. RADAtZ.., 
'SSG-NOTET-rnrLIVER DURING DUTY HOURS ' 
65{t-. 

<, 

. - NNNN .' 

... 
.--------.----... - -.-----,--.-~~---~-.-----~--- .. -- -,---,--"- - "-'~~"-'-"-'-"-'----- .. _ .... ,"',._- . 
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._-''''''. INFORMATION 

Mr. 

THE WHITE HOUSE 
WASHINGTON 

R ;: I 

Saturday, Mar~, 1968 
10:45 a. m·Og..sllf A./ 

President: Q~6 /'-. /~ 
At Khe Sanh-DMZ-A Shau: 

56 rounds enemy incoming; 
1,626 rounds friendly; 
223 tons resupply; supplies 
remain satisfactory level; 
315 tactical sorties,plus 
36 B-52's; 
weather generally good. 

You should know Bus Wheeler was 
a bit annoyed with CIA this morning for 

calling enemy shelling (56 ro~ds) heavy • 
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