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- . THE JOINT CHIEFS OF STAFF =~~~ = e |
DECLASSI.FIE%ASHINGT?NZD" c 2.0301 ST |
o . CM-3051-68 -
24 Feb 1968 . -
R S

. By NARS, D 9
- e )Date 3“/"’? ) . -
MEMORANDUM FOR THE PRESIDENT — -

7 Authority S /0-3-7

'_Subject: Telephohe Conversation with General Wéstmoreiand'
and General Abrams '

1. General Westmoreland's daily cable reports on activity
at Khe Sanh and in the DMZ area. Following heavy artillery,
o : mortar and rocket fire at Khe Sanh on the afternoon and evening
B of 23 February, reports for 24 February indicate only light and
: ' sporadic fire at Khe Sanh, ' :

‘2. Vietnamese forces have captured the Palace inside the
Citadel and the VC flag that was flying over the Palace is now
in the First ARVN Division Command Post. Friendly forces hold
all of Hue except a quarter circle 500 meters in radius at the
southwest corner of the Citadel wall. General Westmoreland
I ~commented that it appeared that enemy resistance was crumbling.
- _ . President Thieu plans to visit Hue on 25 February, although
L General Westmoreland indicated that the weather forecast is such
that President Thieu may not be able to land. General Abrams
- reports a number of gallant actions by the First ARVN Division
starting with attack on Citadel west wall at 0200 hours on
‘24 February and culminating in seizure.of the Palace after
- daylight. The responsible company commander was promoted to
Captain on the spot by, the Vietnamese Division Commander. The
remaining enemy-held area is tightly encircled. Enemy withdrawal
is expected. :

ek e e Al

-ﬁ‘ _ 3. There was little activity in the II Corps Area.

4., In III Cbrps Area the major activity was the rocket
" attack on Tan Son Nhut and the area around Tan Son Nhut. One

SO - round landed not far from the house where General Wheeler was
R R spending the night. General Wheeler and General Westmoreland are
: spending the night of 24-25 February in General Westmoreland's

“Headquarters.

5. In IV Corps Area 19 separate operations throughout the
‘Corps Area resulted in 109 enemy killed at a cost of 30 Vietnamese
- killed. Two battalions of the U.S. Riverine Force swept an

island in the river immediately north of Can Tho and Binh Tuy
airfield and picked up a number of Viet Cong suspects. This
island has been a source of fire against river patrol craft
and has constituted a long-time nuisance. Highway 4 was open

‘.from Saigon to Bac Lieu on 24 February.
w [ f o coRiS
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6. . I questioﬁed General Westmbrélaﬁd'éOncérningrintelli-

'”'gence reports that indicate an early attack on Da Nang.
- General Westmoreland indicated that he and General Wheeler

visited Da Nang on 24 February and that the threat of ground
attack on Da Nang does not appear to be significant. I also
questioned him about the movement of substantial enemy forces

- from the north into the Saigon area. He believes that the three

divisions reported in the area have suffered substantial casualties

in earlier contacts and that the forces guarding Saigon can handle

the situation. General Westmoreland has the capability to reinforce

- Saigon promptly,

7. Following the visit to Da Nang, General Wheeler and
General Westmoreland met with President Thieu, Vice President Ky
and General Vien. Topics discussed were not reviewed by
General Westmoreland, but he indicated a wide-ranging, useful
and realistic exchange of views. -

8. General Westmoreland is endeavoring to divert some B-52
strikes into the A Shau Valley where he reports that 30 ground
targets exist that constitute what he considers to be an alternate

~logistics complex built up to support the attack on Hue. Diver-

sions of B-52 strikes will not be at the expense of a continued

‘pounding around Khe Sanh. In addition, intelligence teams will

be inserted in and near A Shau Valley as weather permits;

unfavorable weather has prevented attempts made during this past
" week. ' :

)
‘ HNSON

HAROLD K.
ACTING CHAIRMAN
JOINT CHIEFS OF STAFF
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FROM WALT ROSTOW
T0 - THE PRESIDENT
CITE CAP80537 -

9:10 & .. EST Saturday 2Ly Feb 68

;Eeceived;LBJ Ranch ComnCgn .
110300 AWM. CST Saturday 2k Feb 68

AP -

| FEBRUARY 24, 1968
TODAY'S KHE SANH REPORT @ |

-- 1500 ROUNDS OF MORTAR AND ARTILLERY FIRE;

£

-~ SMALL PROBING GROUND CONTACT 5;

| -~ DECLASSIFIED :
~-- 165 TONS DELIVERED; Authoﬁty_gsn letter  JAN3
-- BAD WEATHER CONT INUES; By. ‘“ﬁ . NARS, Date 6-25-.29

NEVERTHELESS, CONSIDERABLE AIR SUPPORT AND SOME
SECONDARY EXFLOSIONS. '

ADDITIONAL LATE ITEM: INTELL IGENCE INDICATES THE ENEMY'S

MAJOR ARTILLERY REGIMENT HAS MOVED UP CLOSE TO THE BASE NEAR
KHE SaNH TOWN, :

TEXT OF CABLE FROM GENERAL WESTMORELAND

" THIS IS REPORT NUMBER TWENTY ON THE SITUATION IN THE KHE SANH/DMZ
AREA AND COVERS THE 24-HOUR PERIOD FEBRUARY 23, 1968.

FRIENDLY ELEMENTS BORDERING IN THE DMZ EXPERIENCED AN ACCELERATED
ENEMY THRUST YESTERDAY AS ENEMY FIRING WAS IN EXCESS OF 1500 ROUNDS OF
MIXED MORTAR AND ARTILLERY, EARMARKED FOR FRIENDLY HELD INSTALLATIONS.
KME SANH COMBAT BASE, THE FREFERRED ENENMY TARGET, BORE OVER 85 PERCENT
OF THESE ENEMY EXPLOSIVES AS 1000 ROUNDS OF ARTILLERY, AND 300 RCUNDS OF
MORTAR IMPACTED IN THE VICINITY. CASUALTIES WERE: 10 XILLED IN ACT ION,
51 WOUNDED IN ACTION (21 EVACUATED). INCIDENT TO THE BOMBARDMENT WAS A
FIRE IN AN AMMUNITION SUPFLY DuMP, AS 1000 HIGH EXPLOSIVE ROUNDS,

120 CANISTER ROUNDS BOTH 90MM AND 500 BEEHIVE ROUNDS 106MM WERE
" DESTROYED. RESUPPLY IS SCHEDULED FOR TONORROW. COUNTER BATTERY

WAS FIRED ON SUSPECTED ENEMY FIRING POSIT IONS RESULTING

IN ONE LARGE SECONDARY EXPLOSION. ‘

- FEW AREAS WENT UNTOUCHED IN NORTHERN QUANG TRI -PROVINCE

DURING THE REPCRTING PER I0D. CAMP CARROLL RECEIVED 23 ROUNDS

OF MORTAR; 26 ARTILLERY ROUNDS INPACTED AT DONG HA. FOLR

MARINES REQUIRED EVACUAT ION AT CAMP CARROLL3 TWO MARINES

WERE SLIGHTLY WOUNDED AT DONG HA. AT CON THIEN, FOUR AFTERNOON ENENY

:;x,BARRAGES BROUGHT & ROUNDS OF HEAVY ARTILLERY ATOP POSIT IONS

‘.“‘

™

"HELD BY THE MARINES. AN ART ILLERY BOWBARDMENT FELL IN THE SALINE

B e L T T R R L] e e e [ .
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FREA AS ELENENTS FROM THE 15T MARINES COUNTED S1 KUUNID,

i ATTENTION CONTINUED TO FOCUS AT CUA VIET AS THE 1ST AMTRAC
RECEIVED 18 ROUNDS OF ARTILLERY. : S =
. IN GROUND ACTION YESTERDAY, AN ARVN RANGER BATALLION MADE
CONTACT WITH AN ESTIMATED ENEMY BATTALLION AT KHE SANH, :
200-400 METERS FROM THE PERIMETER. FRIENDLY ARTILLERY WAS

FIRED IN SUPPORT. CASUALTIES ARE UNREPORTED. ALSO, IN A SMALL

CONTACT AGAINST A SMALL ENEMY FORCE, A MARINE COMPANY
' SUCCEEDED IN KILLING 7 NVA, WHILE SUSTAINING ONE FRIENDLY
FATALITY., L
THIRTY ROUNDS OF 105MM COFRAM ORDNANCE WERE EMPLOYED
IN ONE MISSION IM SUPPORT OF THE ARVN RANGER BATALLION
IN THE VICINITY OF THE KHE SANH COMBAT BASE ON A SUSPECTED
NVA BATALLION, WITH UNDETERMINED RESULTS.
A TOTAL 351 TACTICAL SORTIES WERE FLOWN DURING THE PERIOD
IN SUPPORT OF KHE .SANH. MARINE AIRCRAFT FLEW 68 SORTIES,
BONMB DAMAGE ASSESSMENT INCLUDED THREE SECONDARY. EXPLOSIONS,
TWO SECONDARY FIRES, AND SIX BUNKERS DESTROYED. THE AIR FORCE
FLEW 199 SORTIES AND THE NAVY FLEW 84 SORTIES. WEATHER AGAIN
NECESSITATED THE MAJORITY OF MISSIONS BEING COMBAT SKY
SPOT . BOMB DAMAGE ASSESSMENT FROM VISUAL STRIKES INCLUDED
SIX SECONDARY EXPLOSIONS, SEVEN SECONDARY FIRES, NINE ROAD
CUTS, TWO ROCKET POSITIONS DESTROYED, AND FIVE TRUCKS AND
FOUR BUNKERS DESTROYED. THERE WERE 14 B-52 STRIKES (45 SORTIE
FLOWN IN THE NIAGARA AREA. -
AERIAL RESUPPLY TO KHE SANH FOR THE PERIOD AMOUNTED TO
165 SHORT TONS. MEDICAL SUPFLIES AMOUNTED TO ONE SHORT TON.
IN ADDITION 17 REPLACEMENT PASSENGERS WERE LANDED AT THE
THE AIR FIELD. RESUPPLY SORTIES TOTALED 15 ON 23 FEB.
TEN C130 AIRCRAFT COMPLETED 10 AIRDROPS. THREE C123 AIRCRAFT
LANDED AT THE AIRFIELD AS DID 2 MARINE HELICOPTERS.
FOR THE NEXT PERIOD 288 TACTICAL AIR SORTIES WILL BE FLOWN
IN SUPPORT OF KHE SANH. THERE WILL BE SEVEN ARC LIGHT STRIKES
(42 SORTIES) FLOWN IN THE NIAGARA AREA. S
" "THROUGHOUT THE PERIOD, THE WEATHER AT KHE SANH WAS POOR,
WITH LOY STRATUS CLOUDS REDUCING THE CEILING TO 100 TO 1000
FOOT BROKEN AND DENSE GROUND FOG LOWERING SURFACE VISIBILITY
TO 1/16 TO 5 MILES. | | ' oo
" THE FORECAST FOR TODAY IS FOR CLOUD CEILINGS AND SURFACE
. VISIBILITIES NEAR ZERO EXCEPT FROM 1000 AM TO 6:00 PY WHEN
THE CEILING WILL RAISE TO 500 FOOT BROKEN AND THE VISIBILITY
TO 1 MILE IN GROUND FOG AND DRIZZLE. S

" DTG 241410Z FEB 68

-

WHICH . INFLICTED MINCR WOUNDS ON ONE MARINE. FINALLY, ENEMY
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i X TMFRF wAS 1TTTIF ACTTUTTY TN THF II CORPS AREA.

' Rece. .« Washington CormCen
11:17 A.M. BEST Saturday 2h Feb 68
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FEBRUARY 24, 1968

HEREWITH GEN., JOMNSON'S REPORT OF TELEPHONE CONVERSATION
WITH WESTY ANMD ABRAMS, B

S =

IN THE PAST TWENTY-FOUR HOURS A TONE OF SOMEWHAT INCREASED .
CONFIDENCE' IS EMERGING FROM OUR MILITARY INM SAIGON -- AS IF THE
SCALE AND LIYITS OF THE TASK AHEAD HAD BECOME MORE MEASURABLE
AND' MANAGEABLE. BUT MUCH OBSCURITY STILL BECLOUDS THE COUNTRY=-
SIDE WHERE MOST OF THE PEOPLE ARE. .

1. GENERAL WESTMORELAND'S DAILY CASBLF REPORTS ON ACTIVITY AT
KHE SANH AND TN THE DMZ AREA, FOLLOWING HEAVY ARTILLERY, MORTAP
AND ROCKET FIPE AT KHE SANH ON THE AFTERNOON AND EVENING OF 23
FEBRUARY, REPORTS FOR 24 FEBRUARY INDICATE ONLY LIGHT AND
SPORADIC FIRE AT KHE SaANH.

2. VIETNAMESE FORCES HAVE CAPTURED THE PALACE INSIDE THE
CITADEL AND THE V€ FLAG THAT WAS FLYING OVER THE PALACE IS5 NOW
IN THE FTRST ARVN DIVISION COMMAND POST. FRIENDLY FORCES HOLD
ALL OF HUE EXCEPT A QUARTER CIRCLE 500 METERS IN RADIUS AT
THE SOUTHWEST CORNER OF THE CITADEL YALL. GENERAL WESTMORELAND
COMMENTED THAT IT APPEARED THAT ENE¥Y RESISTANCE WAS CRUMBLING.
PRESIDENT THIE! PLANS TO VISIT HUE ON 25 FERRUARY, ALTHOUEH
GENERAL WESTMORELAND INDICATED THAT THE WEATHER FORECAST IS
SUCH THAT PRESIDENT THIEU MAY NOT BE ABLE TO LAND, GFMERAL
ABRAMS REPORTS A NUMBER OF GALLANT ACTIONS BY THE FIRST ARVN
DIVISTON STARTING WITH ATTACK ON CITADEL WEST WALL AT 0200 HOURS
ON 24 FEBRUARY ANMD CULMINATING IN SEIZURE OF THE PALACE AFTER
DAYLIGHT. THE RESPONSIBLE COMPANY COMMANDER WAS PROOTED TO
CAPTAIN ON THE SPOT 3Y THE VIETNAMESE DIVISION COMMAMDER, THE
REMAINING EMEMY-WELD AREA IS TIGHTLY ENCIRCLED. ENEMY WITH-
DRAWAL 1S EXPECTED. |

o . o “
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- SPENDING THE NIGHT, GENERAL WHEELER AND GENERAL WESTMORELAMD ARE

CORPS AREA RESULTED IN 109 ENEMY KILLED AT A COST OF 30 VIFTNAMESE

R BT R PN A Y e e ey e ~......- e g e e e me - em e e oo .....'-1.._..,,_,._‘..,‘...._-‘-__.__.' S RN N

4. IN III CORPS AREA T”F MAJOp ACTIVITY WAS THE ROCKET
ATTACK ON TAN SON NHUT AND THE AREA AROUND TAM SON NHUT. ONE
ROUND LANDED NOT FAR FROM THE HOUSE WMERE GENERAL WHEELER WAS

SPENDING THE NIGMT OF 24~95 FEBRUﬂRY IN GE”ERAL WESTMORELAND® S
HEADQUARTERS. '

5., IN 1y CORPS AREA 19 SEPARATE OPERATIONS THPDUFHOUT THE

KILLFD, TWO BATTALIONS OF THE U.S. RIVERINE FORCE SWEPT AN
ISLAND IN THE RIVER IMMEDIATELY NORTH OF CAM THO AND BINY :
TUY AIRFIELD AND PICKED UP A NUMBER OF VIET CONG SUSPECTS, THIS
ISLAND HAS BEENM A SOURCE OF FIRE ABAINST RIVER PATROL CRAFT AND !
HAS CONSTITUTED A LONG-TIME NUISANCE. HIBHWAY 4 WAS OPEN FROM
SAIGON TO RAC LIEU ON 24 FEBRUARY.

6§, I QUESTIONED GEMERAL WESTMORELAND CONCERNING INTELLIGENCE
REPCRTS THAT INDICATE AN EARLY ATTACK ON DA NaNG, GENERAL ' 1
WESTMORELAND INDICATED THAT HE AND GENERAL WHEELER VISITED Da |
NANG ON 24 FEBRUARY AND THAT THE THREAT OF GROUND ATTACK ON : '

DA NANG DOES NOT APPEAR TO BE SIGNIFICANT. I ALSO QUESTIONED

HIM AROUT THE MOVEMENT OF SUBSTANTIAL ENEMY FORCES FROM THE
NORTH INTO THE SAIGON AREA, HE BELIEVES THAT THE THREE DIVISIONS
REPORTED IN THE AREA HAVE SUFFERED SUBSTANTIAL CASUALTIES IN
EARLIER CONTACTS AND THAT THE FORCES GUARDING SAIGON CAN HANDLE
THE SITUATION., CENERAL WESTMORELAND HAS THE CAPABILITY TO :
REINFORCE ‘SAIGON PROMPTLY.

7. FOLLOWING THE VISIT TO DA NANG, GENERAL WHMEELER AND
GENERAL WESTMORELAND MET WITH PRESIDENT THIE!N, VICE PRESIDENT
KY AND GENMERAL VIEN, TOPICS DISCYUSSED WERE MOT REVIEWED BY
GENERAL WESTMORELAND, BUT HE INDICATED A WIDE-RANGING, HSEFIL
AND REALISTIC EXCHANGE OF VIEYS,

ge GEN?PAL WESTMORELAND IS ENDEAVORING TO DIVERT SOME R-52
STRIKES INTO THE A SHAU VALLEY WHERE HE REPORTS THAT 30 : |
GROUMD TARGETS EXIST THAT CONSTITUTE WHAT HE CONSIDERS TO RE AN
ALTERNATE LOGISTICS COMPLEX BUILT UP TO SUPPORT THE ATTACK OM
HUE. DIVERSIONS OF B-52 STRIXES WILL NOT BE AT THE EXPENSE OF A
CONTINUES POUMDING AROUND KHE SANH. IN ADDITION, INTELLIGENCE
TEAMS WILL BE INSSRTED IN AND NEAR A SHAU VALLEY AS WEATHER
PERMITS: UNFAVORASLE WEATHER HAS PREVENTED QTTFMPS MADE DURING
THIS PAST WEEX,

DTG: 241617Z FEB 8%
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FROM WALT ROSTOW - s e L
To . THE PRESIDENT = peoracermes <0 . -

= SECRET ™ By_a%?_, N'A_Rs, Date"_é’-as— 729

MR. ROSTOW WiLL.BE IN LATER THIS MORNING AND WILL HAVE
A COMMENT ON THIS REPORT FOR YOU.

TEXT OF CABLE FROM GENERAL WESTMORELAND-JMW"WMHWM,;Mféf““””[
e o R
THIS IisEPORr NUMBER [wENTY-ng}oH”THE SITUATION
IN THE KHE SANH/DNZ AREA AND COVERS THE 24-HOUR PERIOD
FEBRUARY 24, 1968, . . . :

ENEMY ACTION SLACKENED CONSIDERABLY IN NORTHERN

~ QUANG TRI PROVINCE YESTERDAY AS COMPARED T0 THE PREVIOUS

DAY*S ACTIVITIES. ENEMY SHELLING DECREASED GREATLY. THE
KHE SANH COMBAT BASE WAS AGAIN THE PRIMARY TARGET OF THE
ENEMY SHELLING AS THE FRIENDLY FORCES RECEIVED OVER HALF
OF THE 532 ROUNDS OF ARTILLERY, ROCXET, AND MORTAR ROUNDS
DIRECTED AGAINST OUR AREAS YESTERDAY. FRIENDLY CASUALTIES
AT KHE SANH 'AS THE RESULT OF THE ENEMY SHELLING AMOUNTED
TO SEVEN KILLED AND 20 WOUNDED, WITH Il WOUNDED EVACUATED.

ENENY EFFORTS RELAXED IN THE LANCASTER AREA AS ONLY ONE
MORTAR ROUMD IMPACTED AT CAMP CARROLL. FOUR ROUNDS OF

- MORTAR FELL AT DONG HA WITH FOUR ADD IT IONAL ROUNDS

FALLING AT C-2. FIVE MARINES REQUIRED EVACUATION AT c-2.
ENEMY SHELLING INTENSIFIED AT CON THIEN, HOWEVER, AS
THAT BASE RECEIVED 237 EARLY AFTERNOON ROUNDS OF MORTAR
AND ARTILLERY, RESULTING IN TWO MARINES KILLED, AND FIVE
WOUNDED AND EVACUATED. AT CUA VIET, THE 1ST AMTRAC
BATTALION RECEIVED 18 ROUNDS OF 10OMM ARTILLERY IN THE
AFTERNOON, WITH THREE MARINES REQUIRING EVACUATION.
OTHER THAN SHELLING, ACTIVITIES IN THE AREA CONSISTED OF

- THREE SPORADIC CONTACTS INVOLVING THE 3D BATTALION,

30 MARINES AND THE 1ST BATTALION, 4TH MARINES IN OPERAT ION

- KENTUCKY. THEY ENGAGED AND KILLED {1 NVA WHILE SUSTAINING

 AUTOMATIC WEAPONS FIRE AND MORTAR FIRE, RESULTING_IN VG

e e At

NO FRIENDLY CASUALTIES. IN AN OBSERVED FIRE MISSION
YESTERDAY, FIVE NVA WERE KILLED IN THE OPEN ABOUT SEVEN
KILOMETERS SOUTHEAST OF CAMP CARROLL. AT CUA VIET a

NAVY CONVOY WITH THREE UTILITY LANDING CRAFTS, ONE MECHANIZED
LANDING CRAFT, AND PATROL CRAFT, RECEIVED ANTI-TANK ROCKET,

usy _U‘Q_I_J_NDVED”AND._EVACUATED. o SR ' P m H..
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._THERE WERE FIVE ROUNDS OF COFRAM TYPE ORDNANCE - -~ -
. FIRED DURING THIS PERIOD, MIXED WITH HIGH EXPLOSIVES, ON TROOPS
" IN THE OPEN, WITH UNDETERMINED RESULTS DUE TO OBSERVER-TO-~ =
TARGET RANGE. o B E L PN

A TOTAL 294 TACTICAL AIR SORTIES WERE FLOWN DURING
‘'THE PERIOD IN SUPPORT OF KHE SANH. MARINE AIRCRAFT FLEW
" 92 SORTIES, WITH BOMB DAMAGE INCLUDING THREE SECONDARY

EXPLOSIONS, FOUR SECONDARY FIRES, AND TWO BUNKERS -
DESTROYED. THE AIR FORCE FLEV 162 SORTIES, THE NAVY FLEW
40, VITH 106 SORTIES ON COMBAT SKY ‘SPOT. VISUAL BOMB
DAMAGE INCLUDED TWO SECONDARY EXPLOSIONS, SEVEN
SECONDARY FIRES, FIVE MILITARY STRUCTURES DESTROYED,

AND 30 MILITARY STRUCTURES DAMAGED. SEVEN B~52 ' -
STRIKES (36 SORTIES) WERE FLOWN IN THE NIAGARA AREA.

AERIAL RESUPPLY TO KHE SANH FOR THE PERIOD AMOUNTED
TO 152 SHORT TONS. SIXTY=-NINE PASSENGERS WERE LANDED AT
THE AIRFIELD., RESUPPLY SORTIES TOTALLED 24 ON 24 FEBRUARY.
NINE C-130 AIRCRAFT COMPLETED NINE AIR-DROPS, FIVE C-123
AIRCRAFT LANDED AT THE AIRFIELD AS DID TEN MARINE HELICOPTERS.

FOR THE NEXT 24 HOURS 288 TACTICAL AIR SORTIES WILL BE
FLOWN IN SUPPORT OF KHE SANH. THERE VILL BE SEVEN ARC LIGHT
STRIKES (39 SORTIES) FLOWN IN THE NIAGARA AREA. =

- WEATHER AT KHE SANH DURING THE PERIOD REMAINED '
ABOUT THE SAME. CLOUDS REDUCED THE CEILING TO LESS THAN
§00 FEET AND DENSE FOG LOVWERED THE SURFACE VISIBILITY '
T0 LESS THAN THREE MILES. FROM 11:00aM - 5300PM THERE WAS
SOME IMPROVEMENT AS THE CEILING LIFTED TO 1700 FEET AND
THE VISIBILITY TO SEVEN MILES. THE FORECAST FOR 25 - 26
FEBRUARY DOES NOT INDICATE ANY SIGNIFICANT CHANGE.

I AM VERY PLEASED TO REPORT THAT HUE CITADEL WAS

.CLEARED OF ENEMY AND SECURED AT 7:30AMs I HAVE JUST SENT
MY CONGRATULATIONS TO GEN TRUONG.

DTG 25/1335Z FEB 67
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CITE CAP80565 By__—cZ , NARS, Date.2=/427

—0"F 5 £ TR E+——o
FEBRUARY 25, 1968

HEREW ITH GEN. JOHNSON"S REPORT OF TELEPHONE CONVERSAT ION WITH .
_GENERAL WE STMORELAND

1. GENERAL WESTMORELAND INDICATED THAT HIS DAILY CABLE
AND OPERATIONS REPORTS COVERED THE SITUAT ION IN SOUTH VIETNAM
COMPREHENSIVELY. HE ADDED THE FOLLCWING COMMENTS AS OF THE
TIME OF MY CONVERSAT ION WITH HIM.

THE RECOVERY OF HUE WAS A SIGNIFICANT MORALE BOOSTER TO

THE VIETNAMESE IN THE AREA. PRESIDENT THIEU VISITED HUE

AND EXTENDED HIS CONGRATULATIONS TO THE FORCES THERE,

THE VIETNAMESE INTEND TO RETAIN THREE VIETNAMESE MARINE

BATTALIONS IN AND AROUND THE CITY. THE 3D ARVN REGIMENT

OF THE FIRST ARVN DIVISION WILL RETURN TO ITS QPERAT IONAL

AREA NORTHWEST OF THE CITY WHERE IT WILL RECE IVE

REPLACEMENTS AND HAVE ITS-COMBAT CAPABILITY RESTORED.

5, DURING THE DAY SOME ENEMY 130MM ARTILLERY SHELLS
LANDED AT DONG HA. IN THE RUNG SAT SPECIAL ZONE SOUTHEAST OF
SAIGON ONE TUG AND ONE MERCHANT SHIP WERE TAKEN UNDER FIRE BY
WHAT ARE PRESUMED TO BE RECOILLESS RIFLES AND POSSIBLY RPG=-2
AND RPG-7 ROCKETS. ALL DAMAGE WAS ABOVE THE WATER LINE AND
THE TUG AND THE SHIP PROCEEDED TO SAIGON UNDER THEIR OWN POVER.

3. THE PATTERN OF ENENY ACT IONS INDICATES AN ENEMY EFFORT
TO ISOLATE AND STRANGLE MAJOR POPULAT ION CENTERS WITH A
SPECIAL EFFORT DIRECTED TOWARD SAIGON. -

-4, TH® GENERAL TEMPO OF ACTIVITY THROUGHOUT SOUTH VIETNAl
APPEARS TO BE SLOWING DOWN SOMEWHAT. THE ENEMY IS HARDER T0
FIND AND HE APPEARS TO BE BREAKING DOWN INTO SMALLER UNITS,.

_ 5. GENERAL WESTMORELAND CONTINUELS TO BE CONCERNED ABOUT THE
DETAIL CONTAINED IN NEWS STORIES FILED FROM SOUTH VIETNAM., HE
'EXPECTS TO HAVE A REVIEW OF HIS PROCEDURES COMPLETED BY THZ
EVENING OF 26 FEBRUARY AND IS FREPARED TO WITHDRAW THE CREDENT IALS
gi %ﬁgﬁAIN'REPORTERS IF GROUND RULES HAVE, IN FACT, BEEN VIOLATED

. _;_ .,._Wf?m‘§§mf! o 'L o

 coPviiLERRY |




oo U6, THE STAYING POWER OF THE ARVN CONTINUES TO BE UNDER

S .

i

/_'f‘.-\‘. o

_,THE FOLLOWING ACTIOV;._'.

. INTENSIVE STUDY. VIETNAMESE UNITS HAVE NOW BEEN ENGAGED ACT IVELY
- FOR ABOUT 26 DAYS., THEY HAVE SUFFERED NORE THAN A NORMAL NUMBRER

OF CASUALTIES, SOUTH VIETNAMESE MILITARY AUTHORITIES HAVE TAKEN

A. SEPARATIONS (DISCHARGES) FROM THE MILITARY FORCES

HAVE BEEN DISCONT INUED FOR THOSE INDIVIDUALS WHO HAVE FERFORMED

LESS THAN 5 YEARS OF ACT IVE SERVICE. S |
B. INDIVIDUALS WHO HAVE BEEN SEPARATED IN THE PAST

WITH LESS THAN 5 YEARS OF ACT IVE SERVICE ARE BEING RECALLED TO

ACTIVE SERVICE. GENERAL WESTMORELAND DOES NOT BELIEVE ANY SUB-

. STANTIAL NUMBER HAVE YET RETURNED TO DUTY BECAUSE THIS PQOGRAM
-HAS JUST BEEN STARTED.

'C. INDIVIDUALS CHARGED WITH MILITARY OFFENSES AND
SERVING IN LABOR UNITS OR CONFINED IN MILITARY CONFINEMENT FACILI-
TIES HAVE BEEN GRANTED AMNESTY AND ARE BEING RETURNED T0 THEIR

MILITARY UNITS,

- Do SOME INDIVIDUALS ARE IN TRAINING TO MEET REQUIRE-
MENTS OF THE EXPANDED VIETNAMESE MILITARY STRUCTURE. GENERAL
WESTMORELAND DID NOT KNOW WHETHER THESE INDIVIDUALS WILL BE

DIVERTED TO REPLACE THE HIGHER THAN EXPECTED CASUALTIES IN THE

EXISTING MILITARY STRUCTURE. (MY COMMENT : DIVERSION TO REPLACE
CASUALTIES WILL BE AT THE EXPENSE OF FORMING THE ADDITIONAL ARVN

MILITARY UNITS,)

7. GENERAL WESTMORELAND RECEIVED A LETTER DAY BEFORE
YESTERDAY FROM GENERAL VIEN, CHIEF OF THE SOUTH VIETNAMESE JOINT
GENERAL STAFF, POINTING OUT THL UNFAVORABLE IMPACT ON VIETNAMESE

'MORALE OF THE LARGE NUMBER OF MODERN WEAPONS IN THE HANDS OF

ENEMY UNITS, INCLUDING INDIVIDUAL GUERRILLAS. GENERAL WESTMORELAND
INDICATED THE VIETNAMESE HAVE NO CONFIDENCE IN THE CARBINE AND
DESCRIBED IT aS A "POP GUN.,"

8. GENERAL WHEELER DEPARTED SAIGON AT APPROXIMATELY 4 PoMey
SUNDAY, SAIGON TIME FOR BANGKOK.

L)
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~ HEREVITH VESTY REPORTS HIS NEW DISPOSITIONS: -

. - GENERAL CUSHMAN. IT IS THE INTE~NTI.N TO CONCENTRATE NOW

" A SHAU VALLEY, TO GET BETTER INTELLIGENCE OF ENEMY ACTIVITIES

n:gc y

" Rece..red Washington CommCen
- 12:00 P.M. EST Monday 26 Feb 68

© " Received E%g'Ranch CormCen
- 12:00 P.M. CST Monday 26 Feb 68

FEBRUARY 26, 1968

- == TO DEAL VWITH A PROBABLE ATTACK fFEB. 27 OR 28 1IN
THE WESTERN HIGHLANDS (DAK TO-KONTUM=PLEIKU);

== AND TO GET THE ARVN BACK ON THEIR FEET AND MOVING,
WHICH WILL HAVE GEN. ABRAMS' FULL ATTENTION, WITH
GEN. CUSHMAN TAKING OVER THE I CORPS.

SUBJECT: GENERAL JOHNSON'S TELEPHONE CONVERSATION WITH GENERAL |
VESTMORLAND | B

" 1o GENERAL VESTMORELAND'S DAILY REPORT NUMBER 22 COVERS

THE SIGNIFICANT ACTIVITY IN SOUTH VIETNAM. GENERAL WESTMORELAND
IS NOW TURNING HIS ATTENTION TO BOTH 1HE NEAR-TERM AND LONGER-
TERM FUTURE. IN THE I CORPS AREA HE INTENDS TO CONVERT

. MACV FORVARD TO A PROVISIONAL CORPS HEADQUARTERS TO COMMAND
UPERATIONS NORTH OF AI VAN PASS. WHEN THIS CONVERSION TAKES
PLACE, THE PROVISIONAL CORPS, THE FIRST MARINE DIVISION IN
THE DA NANG-AI VAN PASS AREA AND THE AMERICAL DIVISION
WILL BE SUBORDINATE TO III MAF HEADQUARTERS, COMMANDED BY

IN CONJUNCTION WITH THE FIRST ARVN DIVISION IN CLEARING -
THE ENEMY FROM THE COASTAL AREAS AND AS THE MONSQON SHIFTS,
. TO WORK AGAINST THE ENEMY AND HIS BASE AREAS TO THE WEST
- AWAY FROM THE COASTAL AREAS. IN THE MEANTIME, B-52 STRIKES
WILL BE EMPLOYED AGAINST ENEMY TROOP CONCENTRATIONS IN THE
A SHAU VALLEY. INTELLIGENCE TEAMS ARE STANDING BY WAITING
'FOR A VEATHER BREAK TO BE INSERTED IN THE VICINITY OF THE

IN THAT AREA. |
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- 2. SOME TROOP ADJUSTMENTS ARE TAKING PLACE IN THE II -

- CORPS AREA. TWO BATTALIONS OF THE 173RD BRIGADE HAVE BEEN ﬁ?;

._ MOVED TO THE VICINITY OF KONTUM AND THE BRIGADE- KEADQUARTERS

WILL MOVE TO THIS AREA FROM BAN ME THUOT WITHIN THE NEXT

- 48 HOURS.

THE ENEMY WHO HAVE THREATENED BAN ME THUOT (THE

33D NVA REGIMENT) APPEARS TO HAVE WITHDRAWN TO THE WEST.
GENERAL WESTMORELAND ESTIMATES THAT THEY HAVE ONE OR TWwO =
THAT THEY ARE NOW ENGAGED IN -
RESTORING THEIR COMBAT STRENGTH; AND HE EXPECTS CONTACT WILL
~BE GAINED AGAIN WITH THIS UNIT THREE OR FOUR WEEKS FROM '
NOW. GENERAL WESTMORELAND HAS DISCUSSED THE FRIENDLY TACTICAL
POSTURE IN II CORPS WITH GENERAL ROSSON, AND THE TWO OF

'THEM BELIEVE THAT FORCES ARE WELL DISPOSED TO MEET ANY ATTACK
IN THE WESTERN HIGHLANDS, IF SUCH ATTACK TAKES PLACE.

COMBAT EFFECTIVE BATTALIONS;

3. GENERAL WESTMORELAND MET TODAY WITH GENERAL WEYAND

AND GENERAL KHANG IN THE III CORPS AREA. FRIENDL
DISPOSED TO MEET ATTACKS ON PROVINCE AND DISTRIC

FORCES ARE
TOWNS IN

THE CORPS AREA, ALTHOUGH NEITHER GENERAL WEYAND NOR

GENERAL KHANG ARE OPTIMISTIC ABOUT PREVENTING FUTURE ROCKET
ATTACKS. THEY BOTH BELIEVE THAT THE FORCES CAN REACT
RAPIDLY BUT CANNOT PREVENT THE EARLY ROCKET ROUNDS FROM
BEING LAUNCHED.

4. GENERAL WESTMORELAND IS PLANNING TO ASSIGN GENERAL
ROSSON TO REPLACE GENERAL ABRAMS WHEN MACV FORWARD IS CONVERTED
TO A PROVISIONAL CORPS HEADQUARTERS UNDER GENERAL CUSHMAN'S
COMMAND. GENERAL ABRAMS WILL THEN RESUME HIS FULL~-TIME DEPUTY
RESPONSIBILITIES AND RENEW HIS FOCUS ON ARVN AND POPULAR
AND REGIONAL FORCES. GENERAL WESTMORELAND IS PARTICULARLY
ANXIOUS TO RETURN GENERAL ABRAMS TO THE PRIMARY TASK OF
RESTORING FULL COMBAT EFFECTIVENESS IN THE ARVN.. :

DTGs 261700Z FEB 68
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©'TO_ THE PRESIDENT L

' CITE CAP R AR R A
TTE CAPBOSTT . Authority 085 letter AN '3 B R V
SRR . B NARS Datef;R8-29 T

~FEBRUARY 26, 1968 - o |
HEREVITH WESTY'S DAILY KHE SANM REPORT. GENERAL IMPRESSION:

THEY ARE INCREASING THEIR PRESSURE ON THE BASE, WITH BOTH ARTILLERY
~AND EROUND PROBES,. ' :

" THIS IS REPORT NUMBER TWENTY-TWO ON THE SITUATION
IN THE KHE SANH/DMZ AREA AND COVERS THE 24 HOUR PERIOD
- FEBRUARY 25, 1968, | o |

SIGNIFICANT ACTIVITY DURING THE PERIOD WAS LIMITED
TO ENEMY INCOMING ARTILLERY, ROCKET AND MORTAR ROUNDS,
WITH SPORADIC GROUND CONTACTS. A TOTAL OF 689 ENEMY
ROUNDS WERE FIRED AGAINST FRIENDLY POSITIONS IN NORTHERN
QUANG TRI PROVINCE. 350 ROUNDS FELL AT XHE SANH, IN
POSITIONS HELD BY THE 26TH MARINES, RESULTING IN THREE
MARINES XILLED, 52 WOUNDED (32 EVACUATED). MATERIEL
DAMAGE INCLUDED TwO HELICOPTERS DESTROYED, AND
TWO DAMAGED, CONDITION OF THE KHE SANH RUNWAY
WAS REPORTED TO BE POOR. _

CAMP CARROLL RECEIVED FOUR ARTILLERY ROUNDS, AT
_DONG HA, 22 ROUNDS OF ARTILLERY FELL AT NOON, INFLICTING
. SERIQUS INJURIES TO ONE MARINE, EXTENSIVE DAMAGE WAS
CAUSED TO THREE COBRAS AND FOUR LIGHT OBSERVATION PLANES,
~AT C=2 AND SURROUNDING AREAS, THE MARINES RECEIVED 18 ROUNDS OF

MIXED ARTILLERY AND MORTAR. 260 ARTILLERY RCUNDS AND 25 ROUNDS

- OF MORTAR FELL AT CON THMIEN. LIGHT SHELLING RECURRED '
" AT CUA VIET AS THE tST AMTRAC BATTALION RECEIVED TEN
ROUNDS OF ARTILLERY IN EARLY AFTERNOON SHELLING,

IN GROUND CONTACT DURING THE PERIOD, A SWEEP BY THE
-3D BATTALION, 1ST MARINES, IN THE VICINITY OF THANH _
‘XUAU RESULTED IN ONE ENEMY KILLED, AND ONE MARINE RECEIVED
MINOR WOUNDS, ' o ST

' IN ANOTHER GROUND CONTACT, A MID-MORNING PATROL FROM
"B COMPANY, 1ST BATTALION, 26TH MARINES ENGAGED AN ESTI=-
. MATED NVA COMPANY JUST SOUTH OF THE KHE SANH BASE, THE
CONTACT BROKE AT NOON WITH ONE MARINE KILLED, 21 WOUNDED
. AND 25 MISSING, ENEMY CASUALTIES ARE UNKNOWN,

~ IN OTHER ACTION WITHIN NORTHERN DMZ OPERATIONS, A MEDEVAC -
MELICOPTER CPASHED OUTSIDE HILL 881 (SCUTH) PERIMETER. o
PILOT AND CREY ARE SAFE WITHIN THE PERIMETER. IN THE LATE
AFTERNOON, THREE ENEMY SELF-PROPELLED GUNS WERE

. REPORTED 10 KILOMETERS WEST OF HILL 881. AIRSTRIKES WERE
CONDUCTED BUT WEATHER PREVENTED DAMACE ASSESSVENT. '
IN ANOTHER SIGHTING, THREE TAMKS WERE REPORTED IN THE e e
VICINITY OF ¥YE SaNH AND WERE TAKEN UNDER FIRE BY AIR GOPY LBJ LIBRARY

I



. ‘A TOTAL OF 225 TACTICAL AIR SORTIES VERE FLOWN IN -

|~ SUPPORT OF KHE SANH, MARINE AIRCRAFT FLEW 85 QORTIEs.-u;-,_

BOMB DAMAGE INCLUDED TWO SECONDARY EXPLOSIONS, ONE S
SECOMDARY FIRE AND ONE ROCKET POSITION DESTROYED, THE =~ -
.~ AIR FORCE FLEW 110 SORTIES, AND THE NAVY FLEY 34 SORTIES.: BOWB
- DAMAGE ASSESSMENT INCLUDED 30 SECONDARY EXPLOSIONS, ONE .. .
- ROCKET POSITION DESTROYED, SEVEN SECONDARY FIRES, TWO
TRUCKS DESTROYED. FIVE ARC LIGHT STRIKES (30 SORTIES) WERE
FLOWN IN THE NIACARA AREA.

~ AIR RESUPPLY FOR KHE SANH DURING THE PERIOD AMOUNTED

TO 162 SHORT TONS, IN ADDITION, 27 PASSENGERS WERE AIR

LANDED., RESUPPLY SORTIES TOTALLED 15 ON 25 FEBRUARY.

- NINE C-130 AIRCRAFT COMPLETED NINE AIR DROPS, ONE C-123

- LANDED AT THE AIRFIELD, WHILE TWQ C~123 AIRCRAFT AIR-

DROPPED MATERIAL AT THE DROP ZONE, THREE MARINE HELICOPTERS LANDED
AT THE AIRFIELD.-

FOR THE NEXT 24 HOURS, A TOTAL OF 286 TACTICAL
AIR SORTIES ARE PLANNED IN SUPPORT OF THE KHE SANH
AREA. FIVE ARC LIGHT STRIKES (21 SORTIES) WILL BE FLOWN IN THE

' NIAGARA AREA,

- KHE SANH WEATHER DURING THE MORNING OF FEBRUARY 25 WAS MARKED
BY LOW CLOUDS AND FO& UNTIL 10:00 A.M. AT THAT TIME THE

FOG DISSIPATED AND THE CLOUD CEILINSS IMPRQVED TO 1600

FEET. VISIBILITY THEN REMAINED GOOD. THE FORECAST FOR _

26 - 27 FEBRUARY IS FOR GOOD VISIBILITY UNTIL ABOUT 9:00 P.¥,
26 FEBRUARY WHEN FOG WILL FORM AND CAUSE LOYW VISIBILITY AGAIN.
THE CLOUD CEILINGS DURING DAYLIGHT OF 27 FEBRUARY

" ARE EXPECTED TO BE UP NEAR 2500 FEET BUT LOWERING -

. AT NIGHT TO 300 FEET OR LESS WITH FOG FORMATION,

THE KHE SANH DUMP AND AMMUNITION SUPPLY POINT (USP)
STATUS AS OF 8:00 P.M, FEB. 25 IS AS FOLLOWS:

| ' - . PREVIOUS STATUS
- DAYS SUPPLY 8:00 P,M, 24 FEB EST

ON HAND - (9:00 A.M, 25 FEB SVN)
CLASS T  (RATIONS) | | | |
| MEAL, COMBAT, o S R
~ INDIVIDDAL 12 4 DAYS
| B RATIONS IR T 9 DAYS
CLASS III CFUEL) o .
AVIATION GAS (AVEAS) = 7.2 . - ° T.2 DAYS.
JP-4 FUEL (JET FUEL) ot 1 DAY
MOTOR GASOLINE (MOGAS) 8.7 - 7.2 DAYS

~ DIESEL - 6.8 . 5 DAYS
CLASS V CAMMUNITION)-_ | - | |
‘A WIGH EXPLOSIVE

S P [P ——
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 60-MM MORTAR
* 81-MM MORTAR |
90=-MM (TANK)
- 4.2" MORTAR |
. 105-MM HOWITZER
- 155-MM HOWITZER

B. ANTI-TANK | . RoUNDS oN Hawp

90-MM HEAT . L ge
§6=¥M ROCKET (LAW) _ 1,386
-~ UNTI-TANK MINES (M-15) T a3
- ANTI-TANK MINES (M-19) . | S 334
ANTI-TANK MINES (M-21) ... ... 100
106-MM HEAT | S 144
 106-MM RECOILLESS RIFLE (HEP-T) ' ' 'ggs
- 3.5 ROCKET ~ L e 50

Lo .. __“ PREVIOUS STATUS .
. DAYS SUPPLY 8:00 P.M., 24 FEB EST
o ‘ . - ON HAND . (9200 a.M, 25 FEB SVN)
CLASS V (COFRAM)Y . I o : '
' 105-M4 HOWITZER 5 o 5 Days
155-MM HOWITZER -5 .5 DAYS

40-KM GRENADE LAUNCHER 5 .. 5 Dpays
* HAND GRENADES 10 . .. . . 10 DAYS

. -2, ON 25 FESRUARY KHE SANY WAS RESUPPLIED WITH 162 TONS
8S FOLLOWS: ~ ) e

CLASS 1 - Tt 30.5 TONS ‘
CLASS I1I . - .22 ' TONS |
CLASS IV S 17.25 TONS . ;
CLASS v | ... 9 _ TONS |

DTG: 2615382 FEB 638 o
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. BREA AND CTOVERS THE 24 HOUR PERIOD FEBRUARY 26, 1968.

HRDES7TH ARVN RANGER BATTALION REPORTED THAT PERSONNEL |
. TOWARD THEIR PERIMETER. SMALL ARMS FIRE WAS EXCHANGED

22 WOUNDED. MATERIEL DESTRUCTION WAS HEAVY AND

_MORTAR. THERE WAS NO REPORT‘OF CASUALTIES OR_DAﬁAGE.__

Recelved Washingbon Commien
8:22 A, EST Suesday 27 Feb 60

: ”}.;:Reééi#;dﬁLﬁJ;ﬁancﬁuﬁbﬁmCén -

EEA23T -~ .h 9.h5AM CST%GSdaY—,e

_. —  By__«f . NARS, Date_& -25-7
TEXT OF REPORT FROM GENERAL VESTHORELAND. THIS 12 REPORT
NUMBER TWENTY-THREE ON THE SITUATION IN THE KHE SANH/DMZ

THE KHE SANH COMBAT BASE CONTINUED TO RECEIVE
MODERATE SHELLING DURING THE PERIOD AS 150 ROUNDS OF ‘
ART ILLERY, 50 ROUNDS OF ROCKET, AND 50 ROUNDS OF MORTAR
FELL WITHIN THE PERIMETER. THE SHELLING RESULTED IN ONE
KILLED AND 23 WOUNDED, NINE OF WHOM WERE EVACUATED.

NO MATERIEL DAMAGE WAS REPORTED. ' R o

. ALTHOUGH THERE WERE NO SIGNIFICANT GROUND CONTACTS
MADE AT KHE SANH, SEVERAL SIGNIFICANT SIGHT INGS WERE MADE
RESULT ING FROM OR RESULTING IN FRIENDLY ACTIONS,. AT 10350 Al,
A COMPANY OF MARINES SPOTTED AN ENEMY MORTAR FIRING FROU

A POSITION ONE KILOMETER NORTH OF HILL 881. COUNTER MORTAR
REGISTERED AND SUPPRESSED THE ENEMY MORTAR FIRE. AT -

5:00 P, AN AIR OBSERVER, ADJUSTING FIRE ON FIVE ARTILLERY
POSITIONS 17 KILOMETERS SOUTHYEST OF KHE SANH, 1IN LAOS,
OBSERVED ONE SECONDARY EXPLOSION AND ONE SECONDARY

FIRE. AT 6330 P, A MARINE COMPANY SIGHTED :

WHAT APPEARED TO BE A TRACKED VEHICLE ABOUT

FOUR KILOMETERS WEST OF THE KHE SANH BASE, BUT FOG.

MADE IT IMPOSSIBLE TO ADJUST A FIRE MISSION. AT 7325 P, |

MANNING A LISTENING POST SaWw A SQUAD SIZE Nva UNIT MOVING

RESULTING IN THREE NVA KILLED. AT 8330 PM,,MARINES~OBSERVED'
THREE LARGE SECONDARY EXPLOSIONS RESULT ING FROM AN ARC
LIGHT STRIKE. T e SR T -

ELSEVHERE ALONG THE DMZ HEAVY INCOMING FIRE JAS REPORTED AT
DONG A AND CON THIEN, A TOTAL OF 300 ROUNDS FELL ON

DONG HA DURING THE PERIOD. RESULTS WERE ONE KILLED AND

INCLUDED 20,000 GALLONS OF DIESEL FUEL, TWO LIGHT OBSER-
VAT ION PLANES, FOUR GENERATORS, ONE ARMORED PERSONNEL
CARRIER, AND ONE JEEP AND TRAILER. MAJOR DAMAGE - .~

waS REPORTED TO TWO AH1G'S, TVWO GENERATORS, TVO PERSONNEL
CARRIERS TWO FIVE TON TRUCKS, ONE WRECKER, TUO,DUMP‘TRUCKS,

ONE ASPHALT,DISTRIBUTER AND ONE WATER TRAILER. CON |
THIEN RECEIVED 181 ROUNDS OF ART ILLERY AND 35 ROUNDS OF

e emme i e ¢ T
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~ THE MARINES AT C2 RECEIVED TWO ROUNDS OF MORTAR, WITHOUT
REPORT OF CASUALTIES OR DAMAGE. ADDITIONAL SPORADIC INCOMING
- FELL ON A3, AND ON THE 1ST AMTRAC BATTALION, WITH NO - :
CASUALTIES OR DAMAGE REPORTED. AT 8:00 AM, A LANDING CRAFT ~ = =
 CONVOY ON THE CUA VIET RECEIVED RECOILLESS RIFLE AND MORTAR. FIRE =
" WAS RETURNED BY THE MARINE ELEMENTS IN THE CONVOY AND AN
ENENY MORTAR POSITION VAS REPORTED DESTROYED. - -

. THERE WERE 268 TACTICAL AIR SORTIES FLOWN IN SUPPORT

OF KHE SANH. THE MARINES FLEW 84 SORTIES, REPORTING THREE
SECONDARY EXPLOSIONS AND TWO SECONDARY FIRES. THE AIR FORCE
FLEW 157 SORTIES AND THE NAVY FLEW 27 SORTIES. VISUAL BOMB
DAMAGE REPORTED WAS 23 ENEMY KILLED, FIVE SECONDARY o
EXPLOSIONS, FOUR SECONDARY FIRES, SIX TRUCKS DESTROYED, :
FOUR BUNKERS DESTROYED. SEVEN ARC LIGHT STRIKES (56 SORTIES)
WERE FLOWN IN THE NIAGARA AREA. - - e .

AlIR RESUPPLY FOR KHE SANH DURING THE PERIOD TOTALLED
192.5 SHORT TONS. A 155MM HOWITZER (6.25
SHORT TONS) WAS AIRLIFTED IN, ALONG WITH l. 25 SHORT TONS OF
MEDICAL SUPPLES. IN ADDITION, 115 PASSENGERS WERE LANDED
AT THE AIRFIELD. A TOTAL OF 30 RESUPPLY SORTIES WERE
FLOVN. ELEVEN C-130 AIRCRAFT COMPLETED 10 AIR .
DROPS AND ONE LANDING, TWO C-123 AIRCRAFT ALSO
LANDED, WHILE ONE C-123 COMPLETED AN AIR DROP,
SIXTEEN MARINE HELICOPTERS LANDED AT KHE SANH.

 FOR THE NEXT 24 HOURS, A TOTAL OF 286 TACTICAL AIR
SORTIES ARE SCHEDULED IN SUPPORT OF KHE SANH. THERE WILL BE

" 81X ARC LIGHT STRIKES (36 SORTIES) FLOWN IN THE NIAGARA

AREA.

. KHE SANH WEATHER FOR THE MORNING AND AFTERNOON

OF 26 FEBRUARY WAS CLOUDY WITH THE LOWEST CLOUD BASES

AT 1500 TO 1800 FEET. THE VISIBILITY WAS GOOD. THE CLOUDS
LOVERED AND RAIN BEGAN AFTER 7:00 PM. LOW CLOUDS, FOG

AND SOME LIGHT RAIN PERSISTED THROUGH THE NIGHT UNTIL

5300 AM ON THE 27TH. AT THIS TIME THE CLOUDS BECAME SCATTERED
AND THE VISIBILITY INCREASED TO 7 = 10 MILES., THE FORECAST

1S FOR CONTINUED GOOD WEATHER DURING THE AFTERNOON AND
EVENING OF.THE 27TH. LOW CLOUDS AND FOG ARE EXPECTED TO

FORM AFTER MIDNIGHT AND CONTINUE INTO THE EARLY MORNING

HOURS.,

l. THE KHE SANH DUMP AND AMMUNITION SUPPLY POINT STATUS AS OF |
8:00 PM FEBRUARY 26 IS AS FOLLOWS‘ '

-~ PREVIOUS STATUS
DAYS SUPPLY 8200 PM 25 FEB EST

ON HAND '~ (9:00 AM 28 FEB SUN)
CLASS I CRATIONS) T
MEAL, COMBAT, B
INDIVIDUAL = 13 12 pays
B RATIONS s s pars
CLASS III (FUEL) s T
| """ AVIATION GAS €AVGAS) 5.2 7.2 DAYS
JP-4 FUEL (JET FUEL) 2 1 pay
MOTOR GASOLINE (MOGAS) 9.3 . 8.7 DAYS GOPYLB)LBRARY
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CLESS Vo (ANNUNITIUN

L0 A HIGH EKPLOSIVE _ f[:f,.~~v

.
o eo-m mRTAR . 30 . 25DAYS . -~ |
e h. glemd MORTAR o 12 o it 13 DAYS . |

L 90-MM CTANKY 00 - 30 0 .7 30 DAYS |

4.2" MORTAR . . .. 380 -~ - . "~ 21 DAYS .
105-Mil HOWITZER - . 17 18 DAYS
 155-mM HOWITZER - 14~ 19 DAYS
. B. ANTI-TANK . ROUNDS ON HAND
- 90-MM HEAT | s .89
§6-M4 ROCKET (LAWY ' 2,343
ANTI-TANK MINES C(M=-15) 18
ANTI-TANK MINES (M=~15) 22
ANTI-TANK MINES (H-21) | 0
106-MM HEAT 144
106-MM RECOILLESS RIFLE C(HEP~T) 1,020
3.5" ROCKET | 1,126
| | PREVIOUS STATUS
DAYS SUPPLY ~ 8300 PN 25 FEB EST
ON HAND (9:00 AM 26 FEB SVN)
CLASS V  (COFRAM) -
| 105-M% HOWITZER 5 | 5 DAYS
155~-4M HOWITZER 5 5 DAYS
. 40-MM GRENADE LAUNCHER & | 5 DAYS
{ HAND GRENADES 10 | 10 DAYS
2. ON 26 FEBRUARY KHE SANH was RESUPPLIED WITH 192.5 TONS
AS FOLLOWS:
CLASS 1 - | 3.0 TONS
CLASS II - o 1.5 TONS
CLASS III 6,0 TONS
CLASS IV 4.5 TONS
~ CLASS V - o © 170.0  TONS
" CLASS VIII 1.25 TONS
1 155-KH HOWITZER o 6.25 TONS
 DT@: 271322Z FEB 1968
| e e e S s
T %
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MEMORANDUM @ i
THE WHITE HOUSE

WASHIXGTON

INFORMATION
' Wednes day, ‘Februar'y. 28, 1.9 68

Pofsltlre

Herewith the two regular morning reports from Saigon:

MR, PRESIDENT:

1., Khe Sanh - DMZ:

-« less shelling; relatively good weather permits effective
U.S. air and artillery action; '

-~ high level of re~supply (237'tons);
-~ weather for next day not too bad..
2. MACY telephone conversation :

-- a good operation south of Danang at Tam Ky; serious and,
we hope, sustained work to open Highway 1;

-- still uncertainty about the actual strength of the enemy units

outside of Saigon.
UMMO stow

TR et RS SRR o tta chment

DECLASSIFIED
By /2 NARS, pate 3227
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ECLASSIFIED .
Authority B ?tter JAN 3 1979 Wednesday: February 28, 1968 9:50 AM

By, NARS, Date é~:¢5‘ 25 L ST 401/'%

TEXT OF CABLE FROM GENERAL WESTMORELAND

This is report number twenty-four on the situation in the Khe Sanh/
‘DMZ area ancl covers the 24-hour period of February 27, 1968,

E}iém:)’;‘if‘ﬁcmin’g&leaxmmzﬁmgmwgmﬁammméﬁﬁbjompa.red
with previous days as enemy shelling totaled 115 rounds of mortar, 15 rounds
of artillery and 10 rounds of rocket. Casualties attributed to the shelling
were one killed, 20 wounded (1l evacuated), There were no significant ground
contacts reported, however, several significant sightings of enemy activities
were made.

At 10:00 AM a resupply helicopter received small arms fire from enemy
positioned 1000 meters. east of Khe Sanh. At 10:25:80 AR S LK esW R el
e&ce cuted southwest of -Khe -Sanh-in-Lags, ;and destroyed.one vebicle:believed:to
be an-enemy;tankie At 11:10 AM Marines sighted eight enemy troops moving
towards the Khe Sanh area with a 50 caliber weapon 2 1/2 kilometers east of
Hill 881; air strikes were called with undetermined results. At 11:15 AM, an
adrninistrat:.ve offlcer dlrectlng Q.J.r strzkes 20 k110meters southwest of

was sPQtted at the same locatlon and air stnkes were called in w1th undetermined
results.

Throughout the afternoon incoming continued but of a sporadic nature.
An artillery mission was fired on a known mortar site three kilometers south-
west of Hill 881 resuiting in ggveral secandary exnlosigns. An air strike run
four kilometers southwest of Hill 881 resulted in rine. sejg_andarg;.ex losiong. At
8:25 PM Marine Listening Post heard movement to the leff of its poslt:.on and
received one grenade injuring two Marines, Fire was returned with unknown
results. Th mmonaxaragégggcaFd explosibnE Were chestvad ouw™
ggmms.nomh-epmeﬂswhﬁzswfésﬁw
to the day's incoming at Khe Sanh consisted of a hehcopter destroyed by an

enemy artillery round. Aircraft personnel were not injured.

o GOPY LBJ LIBRARY
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: Elsewhere at frzendly 1nsta11at10ns bordenng the HMZ, ,éhem
Wgﬁﬁtﬂlery. rocket and mortar rounds were-sigtificant. Camp Carroll
received five rounds of mortar. At Dong Ha Coinbat Base, 1l rounds of

- artillery fell., No damages or casualties were recorded in either instance.

Con Thien and Gio Linh received five mortar rounds and 38 artillery rounds

- respectively, with negative damage and casualties.reported, Friendly

casualties of two killed, seven wounded (six evacuated) were caused by 115
rounds of artillery and 25 mortar rounds falling at positions held by Marines
in the Cua Viet area. The lst AMTRAC received nine rounds of mixed art111ery

" and mortar causing minor injuries to ore 1nd1v1dual

In ground contacts yesterday in Opera.tion Saline, search and destroy
operations conducted by elements from the 3rd Battalion, lst Marines, in Mai
Xa Thi Village, amqntedc;- of-six NoptEViemimessaArmyckitled®™ In the
contact one Marine was killed and three injured. On the Cua Viet, three
landing craft convoys were fired upon with automatic weapons fire and mortars
In each instance negative casualties were reported

There were five COFRAM missions fired expend:mg 27 rounds of 155 MM
and one round of 8'" ordnance, resultmgm HoYG ; A LRVl

The high total of 415 t3cHEALAIRIE0rHEs WeT 6 flown An e uppoyoriire
Senh:duningihéperiod ~#Marine aircraft flew 157 sorties, with Bomb Damage
including 10 secondary explosions, six secondary fires, one mortar position
destroyed. Three bunkers destroyed, 20 structures destroyed, 20 structures
destroyed, and 22 enemy killed. The Air Force flew 153 sorties and the Navy
flew 105 sorties. Bomb Da.rna.ge Assessment included WlsrgediFosils O Do

plasiais R A RS b CO R e MDA Y o

,abllﬁi(ls_'p'ﬂnha.ble};?aOne automatz.c weapons position destroyed, and two 37 MM

guns destroyed. Six ARC LIGHT strikes (33 sorties) were flown in the Nlagara

. area.,

Air resupply for the period amounted G Z3T ENSFL tfs. Fifteen short
tons of vehicles, six short tons of mail and three short tons of medical supplies
completed the largest resupply tonnage delivery in many weeks. In addition,

68 passengers were landed at Khe Sanh. Resupply sorties totaled 46 on
February 27. Fourteen C-130 aircraft completed ten air drops, and three

air landed at the airfield., .Twenty-eight Marine helicopters delivered passengers
and cargo. o '
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For the next 24 hours, a total of 282 tactlcal air sort1es are _
scheduled in support of Khe Sanh, ‘Eight ARC LIGHT str1kes (48 sortles)
will be flown in the Niagara area. . _ . .

Except for a brief per:.od of fog at 9:00 AM on February 27 the

¥ 'ga,ﬂle.r»w.as “g*&‘fiaaf?ﬁam:hmndei;gﬁthe smorning and:afferROCHIWItEIPEFEY
lotdyskiedand good yigibilities. T . WeAthe FFSIEIRER FETE: Fallyrgoed

thraugh thé*mght untll 4 00 AM»on_Februars?"ZS Whenfor:forniad;educing
yisibilities-to-two miles:by.8:00:AMi#The forecast for the period next 24-

hour perlod is for cloudly-skiesiwith-continn : 's'bllldmmmecau&e
gt fo g 3
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" THE JOINT CHIEFS OF STAFF
WASHINGTON, D. C. 2_03QI

' CM-3055-68

28 Feb 1968  f*-
——-—"""""—'“-‘ Lo

MEMORANDUM FOR THE PRESIDENT

SUBJECT: Telephone Conversation with General Kerwin, CS, MACY

1. General Westmoreland was out of the office and I talked
to General Kerwin, General Westmoreland's Chief of Staff.
There is little to report concerning activities in SVN except
for some updating of information- reported in the Presidential
operatlonalflntelllgence brief and in General Westmoreland' E]
report #24 on the situation in the Khe Sanh/DMZ area.

hecactdonsrererted. . vest Q&Jﬂan ik i L
"SEdmenamymeaaualmlgau: el AT

:6ﬁ@%ﬁe~148
d@gg,ee g;A‘maNo change in U.S,. wounded There is no further
information on the reported movement of major communist elements
to the coastal area between Da Nang and Tam Ky.

3. @&nstnmaswundepwapﬂ¢“asecurq:ﬁxgﬂnaym¢h&& Gl é&MXaawgass
to Phu. Locysgnddpotese 3

s aféﬂ“?ﬁab*’Héwpoad?sbou%gﬂbe-sacugg
to;pegm‘”"

i

PO PR R R P & 5 D H O LT S W Concurrently,

security 0peratlons are underway on Highwayo—lebetysen Phwikmicsdnd
Mh{Phu Bals-itadgs tiﬁaﬁ”““tﬁingﬁxgpgkm, - vdag i besnerod
uired. to, a@h’é‘&laﬁt“mggmmaﬁunyﬂ

4. In II Corps at Dak To there is no change to reports

already received here A-frien, -mggggazpamngi&amhuéﬁéd
- ‘gsg&ﬂ fesum

enemxﬂforces- o
‘“e"ﬁ“é*m*f_:ﬁm T e
A g Ak
5. Activities in III Corps consisted of indirect fire attacks
2lready reported. Some of the casualties at Bien Hoa resulted
from a direct rocket hit on a friendly bunker. I raised a__
question concerning any changes in location of the StHQandIQEE
VC Divisions and the )
the Salgon area.

DECLASSIFIED

Authorlty es #0-3- 28 /@ﬁ-&.

By___,ja)_ NAKS, Date_:£é__7
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6. In'IV'Corps'Area no information was provided beyond

that contained

brief.

in the Presidential operational/intelligence

A

HAROLD K., JO&%SON '

ACTING CHAIRMAN
JOINT CHIEFS OF STAFF
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-’“DMZ area and covers the 24-hour perlod of February 27, 1968

-executed southwest of Khe Sanh in Laos, and destroyed one vehicle believed to .- -
“be an enemy tank., At 11:10 AM Marines sighted eight enemy troops moving Tl
" towards the Khe Sanh area with a 50 caliber weapon 2 1/2 kilometers east of
" Hill 881; air strikes were called with undetermined results. At 11:15°AM, an
' administrative officer directing air strikes 20 kilometers southwest of

- Khe Sanh reported three large fires around the Co Roc area. A vehicie convoy

' was spotted at the same loca.uon and air strlkes were called in wrth undeterrmned -
. results, ‘ ~ - T : ‘ -

Wednesday, February 28, 1968 9:50 AM

EX'I' OF CABLE FROM GENERAL WESTMORELAND

'I'hJ.s is report number twenty-—four on the smtuat:.on in the Khe Sanh/

Enemy incoming les sened somewhat yesterday at Khe Sanh compared

-;w:.th previous days as enemy shelling totaled 115 rounds ‘of mortar, 15 rounds
“of artillery and 10 rounds of rocket. Casualties attributed to the shelling
;were one killed, 20 wounded (1l evacuated). There were no significant ground

.contacts reported however, several s:.gmflcant srghtmgs of enemy act1v1t1e5 -
._'were made. ’.A S e ‘. _ R

At 10:00 AM a resupply hehcopter recewed small arms f:.re from enemy '
ositioned 1000 meters. east of Khe Sanh, At 10:25 AM an air strike was

Throughout the afternoon incoming conti'nued.but of a .spora.dic nature.

" An artillery mission was fired on a known mortar site three kilometers south-

“west of Hill 881 resulting in several secondary explosions. An air strike run

" four kilometers southwest of Hill 881 resulted in nine secondary explosions. At

.8:25 PM Marine Listening Post heard movement to the left of its position and

" received one grenade injuring two Marines. Fire was returned with unknown

" results. Three additional large secondary explosions were observed four ,

- kilometers north of Khe Sanh as a result of a tactical air run, Damages attnbuted _
*to the day's incoming at Khe Sanh consisted of a. hehcoPter destroyed by an
f:enemy art:.llery round . 'A:chra.ft personnel were not :anured ) =
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. , Elsewhere at fr:.endly mstallatwns bordermg the DMZ enemy B

incommg artillery. rocket and mortar rounds were s:.gmflcant Camp Ca.rroll

‘. received five rounds of mortar. At Dong Ha Combat Base, 1l rounds of

" .artillery fell, No damages or casualt:.es were recorded in either instance.

. Con Thien and Gio Linh received five mortar rounds and 38 artillery rounds

respectively, with negative damege and casualties reported. Friendly

. casualties of two killed, seven wounded (six evacuated) were caused by 115

..+ rounds of artillery and 25 mortar rounds falling at positions held by Marines .
' . in the Cua Viet area. The lst AMTRAC received nine rounds of mixed art:.llery o

" and mortar causing mmor injuries to one 1nd1v1dual. - o

'In ground contacts yesterday in Operat:ion Saline, search and destroy

" operations conducted by elements from the 3rd Battalion, 1st Marines, in Mai
.. Xa Thi Village, accounted for six North Vietnamese Army killed, In the

. contact one Marine was killed and three injured. On the Cua Viet, three
landing craft convoys were fired upon with automatic weapons fire and morta.rs._
In ea.ch instance negat:.ve casualt:.es were reported o :

, There were five GOFRAM missions f1red expend.mg 27 rounds of 155 MM
' and one round of 8" ordna.nce,. resultmg in 26 North V:.etnamese Army killed.

The hlgh total of 415 ta.ct::,cal air sortles were flown in support of Khe
. " Sanh during the period. Marine aircraft flew 157 sorties, with Bomb Damage
i, including 10 secondary explosions, six secondary fires, one mortar position

. -destroyed. Threebunkers destroyed, 20 structures destroyed, 20 structures

.. destroyed, and 22 enemy killed. The Air Force flew 153 sorties and the Navy
flew 105 sorties. Bomb Damage Assessment included 11 large fires (numerous

. small fires), 39 secondary explosions, 39 road cuts, eight confirmed enemy

‘killed {15 probable). One automatic weapons position destroyed, and two 37 MM
guns destroyed S:Lx ARC LIGHT stnkes (33 sorues) were f.lown in the N:.a.gara '

| area. . SR \ R RS _ L

- AJ.r resupply for the penod amounted to 237 short tons. - Fifteen short

.- tons of vehicles, six short tons of mail and three short tons of medical supplies

" completed the largest resupply tonnage delivery in many weeks. In addition,

" 68 passengers were landed at Khe Sanh. Resupply sorl::.es totaled 46 on o

“ February 27, Fourteen C=~130 aircraft completed ten air drops, and three

.- air landed at the axrfield‘ -'I‘wenty-e:l.ght Marme hehcopters dehvered passengers

a.n.d ca.rgo. ; o A

GOPY 453 LIBRARY




For the next 24 hours, a total of 282. I:actlca.l al-r"‘sorties a-re ;
.scheduled in support of Khe Sanh, Exght ARC LIGH‘I‘ strikes (48 sort:.es)

Except for a brief per:.od of fog at 9 00 AM on Februa.ry 27 the
‘weather was good the remainder of the morning and afternoon with partly
‘cloudy skies and good visibilities. The weather remained generally good
‘through the night until 4:00 AM on February 28 when fog formed, reducing
: visibilities to two miles by 8:00 AM. The forecast for the period next 24~
“hour penod is for cloudly alues wu:h contmued v:tsgl‘t:_m.hty restrucnons because
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B T A AT B L S (1 INFORMATION
P : . / THE WHITE HOUSE '
L ' WASHINGTON

IRt e R R Thursda.y, February 29, 1968
N 145 p.m. _ .
S _ : : I wé?_///:f? N '

e s e e Mr, President:

Herewith Wésty's tele-phone conversation of
 today. The best news is that Highway 1 should
~ be open by March 1.

o Gen, Johnson suggests a weekly rather than
D R R PO a daily call from Gen, Westmoreland. Given
O R the quality of the reporting we have now
DR T * organized with the Pentagon, this seems accept- A
o able.

S
ey

&V:l Mm stow ' ‘ _

e . - Keep daily call i v
. L o t o Weekly call okay ; ' | _ o~
: | | Call me '

oL DECLASSIFIED | e
S L T Authority £SO [B—/8-78 LBET, |

'. - o By_4¢_ NARS, Date 3-Z€-77

e

GOPY L4 LIBRARY




n —————

¥
T iuemems RN -

. ‘ o SRR BT R Al | X
| THE JOINY cHige O stare o 9O dc
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, T 29 ?«eb"lgse ' 'DECLASSIFIED
| o TR T oty Q4S 12-3-
| MEMORANDUM FOR THE PRESIDENT L ihort. 2 C4

By g0  NARS, Duted(=27

| SUBJECT: Telephone Conversation with General Westmoreland

3. General Westmoreland had little to péport beyond

the items contained in his report #25 on the situatlon in

~ 'the Khe Sanh-DMZ area. Weather wes good in the Khe Sanh-DMi-
Coastal arca and effective.air strikes were made. ‘He made
speclal mention of the B-352 strikes conducted inside the °

. .pormal three kilometers restraining or safety line from

© friendly force locations. He expects to continue to target
some strikes within this normally restricted area.

_ 2. The logistic situation in I Corps is improving.
Seabees have opened the »oad from the coast to Highway 1
south of the DMZ that can carry one-way traffic and are
_eontinuing to make. improvements so that the road will handle
Ctwo-way traffic., Highway 1 is open for one-way traffilc from
Hue/Phu Bai to Dong Ha, Engineers are working on the road’
between AL Van Pass and Hue/Phu Bai so that it is expected -
to be open for one-way traffic on 1 Marsh. This wlll make
Highway 1 open from Da Nang to Dong Ha for one-way traffic.

e el Mk BTl VTR G T W A TP AT | e e

iR, )

N

3. ThHe 3¢ Brigade, 82d Airborne Divislon will complete ~ . {

i1ts move from Chu Lal to Hue/Phu Bal during the next seven
days. One battalion is already at Hue/Phu Bal. .

4, General Rosson will relinquish command of I Field
Force Victor (II Corps Area) to General Peers on 1 March.
General Rosson will then overlap with General Abrams at _
'MACV FORWARD for a period of 10 days to 2 weeks preparatory = -
to redesignation as a Provisional Corps Headquarters which -
will control operations north of Al Van Pass, Qeneral
Westmoreland has not yet established a specific date for
redesignation to a Provisional Corps Headquarters. '

e & s b Oy et g 3% W

- §. General Westmoreland reviewed with General Rosson | | g

and Gaeneral Pesrs rainy season plans for operations-in the

. II Corps’ Area, on the assumption that no additional troops
will be provided in this geographic area. _ 3 - -

§. South of Saigon & Vietnamese Ranger battallon selzed
an enemy ammunition cache. Quantitles have not yet been )
reported. Some indiscriminate mortar fire was recelved at |
Can The resulting in 20 civilians killed. ) -

sy . s

Fidh A

L
Moan B e At AR e fhes s ment s

O A

[ P

N

emioa b we . 1, r T e N I e
e e el i e AR el kM X p ] L K3 0 A2 T

<

_4" 2 epivy e M.g#ly-mﬂmwmi%mmﬁmﬁ‘mq‘w;smw.‘"mhﬁw Pttt = o o1V o VP o T SV AR £ B i
et o N . . N . . . H .
'

apde - b 48 )

ﬂi'h-a:n.-'

yrseRE—— G2 o -

,.
A—

.
.
s % BanT eesums 0 BRSY TR pevye il 2 oamycaeprd oA 4R 0 LR CMAS pm s e e ey

L3

PR L R I L L Y "

b

LT e e T e e . - R e e e e mee e e U R o a ‘g
S

GOY LB LIBRARY

R s e

- TN T

|




© " that enemy attacks are now shifting to Popular Force outposts Qf' 1

. pesults. |

‘~rbattalion, has relocated from the area south and southwest o }

o brigade of the First Cavalry Division, which will join its

ety e | s et e o - L __A_ - . . i_,;_;‘. et i - ' SR :._._ b - [
g | —=FOPRERT= J i
. R e : 1.
f?f*ffrw=;-7; Three Popular Force outposts on a canal south of ) It

8aigon were attacked. It is Genceral Westmoreland's view
in vigw of encmy failures_tp seive major pbpulation‘centers._
.. 8. One intelligence team was inserted in the A Shau :.:
“Valley on 27 February, and made immediate contact with the
enemy. An effort was made on 29 February to reinforce this
team, but General Westmoreland Qid not have any reports of
9. The 3d Brigade, Uth Infantry Division, less one
Qf Da Nang t¢ Binh Dinh Province to replace the remaining

parent unit in the Hue area.

. 10. General Westmoreland stated that acﬁiviﬁy was
comparatively gquiet throughout South Vietnam.

1l. I recommend that the daily telephone ¢all to
General Westmoreland be discontinued. Information obtalned
in the daily call is not of sufficient importance or urgency . 1
to warrant an additional commitment on the overburdenegd ..
commander in Vietnam. As an alternative, I suggest a weekly
call on Saturday morning to obtaln a general assessment and

an indicatlon of short-term plans for the 7 to 10 days
following the call. ’

CHIEF OF STAFF, U.S. ARMY
ACTING FOR CHATRMAN, JCS

wr T
;. . L N -
o B e, 8 S vt 2 7 BT T eI, - §0 F T e TR ripny L Y 17 8 5 by Lk ¢ e o A o el
. : - .

" HAROLD K. Jégnson B 1 3

:!
H
L3
3

7 !

% !




T il

SN NFORMATION
- ! . THE WHITE HOUSE
.~ WASHINGTON
. Thursday, February 29, 1968 - 2:30 p:
. - o | L Pesds '-#J”db
Mr. President: _
Herewith Wesfy's Khe Sanh report:
- .weather p:tjetfy good;
~- some effective bombihg;
" w~ resupply 252 tons {excellent);
-- enemy diggiﬁg trehches closer and trying

to get on out of the B-52 bomb line, which
Westy has moved closer to the base.

Lw .'filg/.?/liostow '

' DECLASSIFIED
Authority 258 _[044-2F

Byt 2 NARS, Date3=/6-77

o
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. Thursday, February 29, 1968, 10:30 AM

. TEXT OF CABLE FROM GENERAL WESTMORELAND

This is report number twéﬁty-fi\;'e on the situation in the Khe
Sanh/DMZ area and covers the 24-hour period of February 28, 1968.

Favorable weather conditions continued yesterday at Khe Sanh
with visability recorded up to five miles. Light winds and scattered clouds

. provided optimum flying conditions for fixed and rotary wing aircraft.

Logistic resupply of Khe Sanh was executed without difficulty.

For the most part, enemy activity against Khe Sanh again consisted
of shelling. A total of 186 rounds of mixed artillery, rockets and mortars
were received in the area, Incident to the shelling, artillery rounds struck
an ammo bunker, destroying 36 - 106 MM high explosive and 30 - 106 MM
armor piercing rounds. Injuries resulting from incoming rounds were nine
wounded {minor). - '

Ground contacts during the reporting period were limited to small

 unit contacts. At 9:30 AM two rounds of recoilless rifle were received at
- positions held by the lst Battalion. 26th Marines, injuring one Marine. At

11:10 AM Marines fired a 106 MM mission at an North Vietnamese Army
bunker located 800 meters southeast of Khe Sanh resulting in the destruction
of the bunker., At 2:00PM, Marines observed one secondary fire and heard
small arms ammo exploding as a controlled air strike destroyed an enemy

50 caliber position one kilometer south of Hill 881. A bridge located three
kilometers southeast of Khe Sanh was damaged as a result of an air strike.

An air observer controlled air strike on an enemy automatic weapons position
about three kilometers southeast of Lang Vei and destroyed the weapon.
Another air strike was run on an enemy bunker located about the same location;

Army killed, At 4:00 PM an air observer spotting a group of North Vietnamese
Army gathered at one kilometer southeast of Khe Sanh, ran an air strike and
killed one. An artillery mission fired on three North Vietnamese Army manning
an anti-aircraft position, two kilometers northeast of Khe Sanh village,
destroying the position and confirming three enemy killed. Allavailable arms
were employed to suppress enemy fire and to destroy their positions as 2074
rounds of mixed artillery and mortar were expended during the period in support

of the Khe Sanh area.

St e D
N _.ssc___g._z__r____ A_’_ﬁ"thbﬁt?: EJANB 1879 &
' P LN ey ,NAR&DateM N T
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- |
jt was destroyed, one secondary explosion was ocbserved, and one North_V:.emamE{




. Small unit contacts and enemy incoming comprised the bulk of

- significant activity reported in areas neighboring Khe Sanh. -Elements
. at Camp Carroll received 10 rounds of mortar during the period. Gio
_ Linh and A-3 shared 15 and 32 rounds of artillery respectively. No e

casualties or damages were reported in either instance. The 3rd
Battalion, lst Marines in Operation Saline received 32 rounds of enemy
artillery with three additional artillery rounds of enemy artillery falling
on the lst AMTRAC Battalion positions. One Marine received minor

“injuries resulting from nine artillery roundsfalling at Dong Ha. Twelve
. rounds of enemy artillery fell one kilometer west of C-4 inflicting negative

casualties and damage.

Significant ground activity in northern Quang Tri Province included
activity in Operation Napoleon as a combat patrol from K Company, 3rd -
Battalion, first Marines engaged an enemy force in a fortified position six
kilometers west from the mouth of the Cua Viet, Utilizing available air,
naval gunfire and artillery support, they succeeded in destroying five bunkers
while killing an equal number of North Vietnamese Army. In the contact
one Marine was killed and 16 wounded; activity ended at 5:00 PM. In

- Operation Kentucky, a small unit from a company, 1st Battalion, 4th Marines
- engaged three North Vietnamese Army manning a machine gun position. When

action ¢closed, three North Vietnamese Army were killed and three crew served

weapons were captured. No friendly casualties were recorded.

Enemy attacks on convoys continued yesterday as two convoys were
fired upon north of Dong Ha, resulting in two sailors killed and 16 wounded.
At 12:30 PM yesterday, four kilometers southwest of the rock pile, a _
helicopter received heavy ground fire and exploded upon contact with the
ground, Latest reports indicate that of 23 passengers abroad, there was only
one survivor. - - = B : '

There were two COFRAM missions fired as follows: three rourds
resulting in five killed, Thirteen rounds were fired on North Vietnamese Army

- massing in Operation Scotland, good target coverage but with undetermined

results .

GOPY LBJ LIBRARY
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" A total of 329 tactical air sorties were flown in support of

.. Khe Sanh. The Marine aircraft wing flew 129 sorties. Bomb Damage
:'...Assessment included one secondary explosion, three secondary fires,
7. 'one automatic weapons position destroyed and one damaged, and six

- ‘North Vietnamese Army killed. The Air Force flew 143 sorties and

the Navy flew 57, with damage listed as 17 secondary explosions, 20

-+ road cuts, three trucks destroyed, two guns silenced, 16 secondary

~ fires, one automatic weapons position destroyed, 41 military structures
_destroyed, and two North Vietnamiese Army killed (15 probable). B-32
. ARC LIGHT, flew eight strikes (48 sorties) in the Niagara area. Head-

quarters 3rd Marines reports that strikes on one target produced three large
secondary explosions. Another target produced continuous secondary

~explosions for two hours after the strike. Four of the ARC LIGHT strikes

scheduled for February 29 are emergency targets and are less than the
normal three kilometers from friendly forces. The close~in strikes are
proving to be most profitable as the enemy has concentrated forces within

"the three kilometer sanctuary. Headquarters 3rd Marines reports that the
 ghock waves created by the close-in strikes do not damage structures in

friendly areas. On the basis of four close-in drops so far, the risk to
personnel is negligible.

Air resupply during the period amounted to 252 short tons.

- Medical supplies amounted to three short tons. In addition, 112 passengers

were landed at Khe Sanh. Air delivery sorties totaled 39 on February 28,
gixteen C-130 aircraft completed 10 air drops, and six air-landed at the air-
field. One C-123 aircraft landed at the field. Twenty-two Marine helicopters

delivered passengers and cargo.

For the next period there are 282 tactical air sorties scheduled in
support of the Khe Sanh area. There will be seven ARC LIGHT strikes

- {42 sorties) flown in the Niagara area.

Shortly after noon on Februé.ry 28, cloud ceilings raised to 2500 feet

"and visibilities improved. Clouds became scattered after 2:00 PM and

visibility increased to 10 miles. Low clouds and fog again formed after midnight

producing ceilings at 1000 feet or less and visibilitfes of from zero to four miles.
 These persisted through 9:00 AM February 29. The forecast is for continued

* cloudy conditions with fog during the morning hours of February 29 with

cloudiness decreasing rapidly and visibility improving after noon. Low clouds
and fog will form after 10:00 PM and persist into the early morning hours of -
March 1. ' ' _
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N __PARALLELING ENEMY GROUND ACTIVITY, AS A COMPARATIVE

| CITES CAPSOS29
| . o ! ‘ _*.. "-‘ 7. |

00 WIE17 f 7-
DE WTE 943

© FROM: WALT ROSTOV -*_;r PR N B
10 3 THE PRESIDENT . -~ SWaorly -

" MARCH 2, 1968

_'HEREHITH KHE SAHH .o I CORPS REPORT:
~ == POOR WEATHERS

| w- ONLY 5 TONS DQLIVEREDS

R CONSIDERABLE BUT uor MAJDH GROUND couracrs. i
: stt FOLLows: o '

- THIS IS REPORT HUMBER THEHTY~SEU£N ON THE SITUATIOH
IN THE KHE SANN/DMZ AREA AND COVERS THE 24 HOUR PERIOD
‘MARCH 1, 1968,

’HEQIHER CONDITIOHS YESTERDAY ﬁT KHE SAHﬂ UERE LESS
THAN OPTINUM AS PROHIBITIVELY LOW CEILING AND FOG OCCURRED
THROUGH MUCH OF THE DAY. ALTHOUGHM VISUAL FIXED WING SUP=
PORT WAS NOT POSSIBLE, EFFECTIVE RADAR CONTROL AND COMBAT
SKY SPOT SORTIES WERE FLOWN, RESUPPLY AIRCRAFT OFFLOADED
OHLY 99 SHORT TONS OF SUPPLIES AlD EQUIPHVHT. ‘,5:¢. '

ALIHOUGH FIXED WwiKg STHIKES WERE AFFECTED BY THE o

WEATHER, ARTILLERY BATTERIES EXPENDED A TOTAL OF 1562

ROUNDS ON XNOWN AND SUSPECTED ENENMY TARGETS -

WITH GOOD TARGET COVEZRAGE., EMEMY ACTIVITY THROUGHOUT THE

'PERIOD WAS GENERALLY LIGHT WITH SCATTERED ENEMY NIGHTe
TIME MOVEMENTS DETECTED BY ACTIVATED TRIP FLARES., SPECIF-
ICALLY, DURING THE PERIOQD, ENEMY ACTIVITIES CONSISTED OF SMALL
PROBES AND HARRASS1lG FIRES. AT 3:00AM YESTERDAY, D COMPANY,
1ST BATTALION, STH MARINES, HEARD MOVEMENT OUTSIDE 178 -
WIRE; ILLUMINATION WAS FIRED REVEALING FOUR NORTH VIETNAMESE
RUHHIN@ A¥AY. ONE WAS KILLED AS A RZISULT OF SMALL ARMS FIRE.
1IN A LATE REPORT, AS A RESULT OF THE EHENY PROBE AT. - .
POSITI0.1S OCCUPIED BY THE 377H ARVY RAMGERS, IN ADDITION -~
10 SIVEN ENEMY XILLED BY RANGER ELEMENTS, 60 NORTH VIETHAMESE .

- BODIES WERE FOUND AT FIRST LIGHT ATTRIBUIED T0 ARTILLERY
MIS510US, AT BtOSPHM YESTERDAY, THE MARINES 0BSERVED '

“TROOPS WITH LIGHTS MOVIXG FIVE KILOM&IERS MORTHWEST OF
KHE SANH, ARTILLERY AND HORTAR NISSIONS FIRED WITH GOOD

' TARGET COVERAGE.

IHE PACE OF EREMNY IHCOHI&G SLACXENED YESTERDAY, o

“LOW (57 ROUNDS OF MIXED ARTILLERY, ROCXET ARD NORTAR -

ROURDS FELL DURING THE PERIOD. INCIDENT I0 THE DAY'S '
SHELLING, TWO FATALITIES WERE RECORDED, WITH INJURIES
SUSTAINED BY AN ADDITIONAL 23 MARINES. A C~123 AIRCRAFT
¥AS DESTROYED WHEN STRUCK BY INCOMING MORTAR ROUNDS.
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TR T g f BURDER 1 RG IOSTALLATIUNS ALUNGY THE Dng, Loumy xrwqium
OLLOWED 1TS HORMAL DISTRIBUTION,. - TWELVE ROUHDS OF MORTAR =
FELL AT CAMPkCARROL?IHFLICTIﬂﬁglﬁJURIES;JO?DNS“* fe :
VARINE, 'SIX MORTAR RO ELL AT CA- LU ACRECOUNA
0T __)"IEAN CPERATING 10 KILOMETERS SOUT} AST OF..CANMP .CARROLL
-/ RECEIVED FIVE ROUNDS OF-MORTAR.J'$QX ROUNDS QF '‘ARTILLERY
~FELL AT DONG HA. AT A-3 AMD G}0O E

- | LINM, SIX AHD 34 ROUNDS OF . '
-~ ARTILLERY WERE RECEIVED RESPECTIVELY, THREE MARINES WERE =~ = .© =
- INJURED FROM THE 3D BATTALION, 3D MARINES, POSITIONED AT A«3. .
" -ARVH UKITS AT A<l RECEIVED 57 ROUSDS OF ARTILLERY. = FINALLY,
- THE 3D BATTALIOH, 1ST MARINES 1IN GPERATION NAPOLEOM/SALINE,
" RECEIVED 35 ROUNDS OF MIXED MORTAR,AND ARTILLERY ROUNDS,

- DAMAGES ATTRIBUTED TO THE DAY®S SHELLING WERE MINIMAL, . =

% . GROUND COMTACTS 1N NORTHEASTERN QUANG TRI PROVINCE =
. ACCELERATED AS 3D BATTALION, 1ST MARINES, WHILE SWEEPING
1 7 THROUGH MAI XA THI VILLAGE IN CONTACT THROUGHOUT THE DAY, = .
~- UTILIZED TANXS, NMAVAL GUNFIRE AND AIR STRIKES; AND KILLED
-~ 36 HORTH VIETNAMESE WHILE CAPTURING FOUR INDIVIDUAL AND
- THREE CREW SERVED WEAPONS, FRIENDLY CASUALTIES WERE
.. LISTED AS 22 KILLED, 87 WOUNDED WITH SEVEN MISSING, 1IN
'LAM SON 187, AN ARVH BATTALION (15T BATTALION, 1ST REG-
IMENT) ENGAGED A LARGE ENEMY FORCE SEVEN KILOMETERS NORTH=
.-+ EAST OF DONG MA. WHEH CONTACT BROKE, 189 ENEMY BODIES
.. WERE COUNTED WITH 32 INDIVIDUAL AND i4 CREW SERVED
‘MEAPONS CAPTURED. ARVN LOSSES AKOUNTED TO SEVEN KILLED
~AND 24. WOUNDED, - P o

AT 11394M YESTERDAY, SIX NVA WERE XKILLED EIGHT :
- KILOMETERS NORTH OF GIO LINH IN THE DMZ BY AN ARTILLERY .
~ -BISSION WHICH ALSO CAUSED SIX SECONDARY EXPLOSIONS.,
- AT 1228PN YESTERDAY, A FORWARD OBSERVER WORKING WITH THE
- 2D BATTALION, 1ST MARINES, CONDUCTED A FIRE MISSION ON 50
- HORTH VIETHAMESE ASSEMBLED IN THE OPEN 1000 MZTERS SOUTH
- OF A«3 RESULTING IN 20 NORTH VIETNAMESE KILLED, SEVEN
.- ADDITIONAL MORTH VIETNAMESE WERE KILLED YESTERDAY AS A
RESULT OF A FIRE MISSION ON NORTH VIETNAMESE IN THE
OPEN THREE KILOMETERS SQUTH OF A=3. AT 4345PM, A -
COMPANY, 3D BATTALION, 3D MARINES CAME IN CONTACT WITH
AN UNKNOWN SIZE ENEWMY FORCE- Tw0 KILOMETERS WEST OF GIO LINH.
- INITIAL REPORIS INDICATE ONE MARINE WAS KILLED WITH
EHENMY CASUALTIES UNKNOWN, Co e

. THE FOLLOWIXG EQUIPMENT WAS RECOVERED FROM THE
" 'EMEMY JUNK CAPTURED AT THE MOUTH OF THE CUA VIET:
- 44 INDIVIDUAL WEAPONS, 3600 ROUNDS OF SMALL ARMS, 210 KILOS
 OF TNT, 120 GRENADES, AND 126 ROUNDS OF MIXED MORTAR AND
- AMMUNITION, AT 11300AM A SAMPAN WAS DISCOVERED BEACHED
AT CUA VIET CONTAINING THE FOLLOWING SUPPLIES: []2 - 82mM
MORTAR ROUNDS, FOUR 75#M RR ROUNDS, 102 = 82MM MORTAR FUSES,
13 INDIVIDUAL VEAPONS, 630 KILOS OF. INT, {4 RPG-2 ROUNDS, AND
-~2880 ROUNDS OF SHALL ARMS AMMUNITION., -OFF TME DMZ COAST
- YESTERDAY, THE USS HULL RECEIVED 12 ROUNDS OF ARTILLERY. -
- THE CLOSEST ROUND LANDED 12 METERS OFF THE STARBOARD BOW,
- THERE WAS NO DAMAGE TD THE SHWIP, = .o -
* FIRE WAS RETURNED AT THE EHEMY POSITION SILENCING THE
ENEMY FIRE, S - o

' THERE WERE FOUR COFRAM MISSIONS FIRED DURING THE
PERIOD, EXPENDING 54 ROUNDS, AND RESULTING IN 20 NORTH - o
V1 E'i'_:‘égi"-’izss, KILLED, : B o ; @QWLBJUBRARY
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%*TACTICAL AIR SORIIES IN SUPPORT OF KHE-SANH TOTALLED ‘
219 FOR THE PERIOD. MARINE AIRCRAFT FLEW 83 SORTIES, PRO-'*
DUCING THREE SECONDARY EXPLOSIONS AND THREE SECONHDARY - ' "
FIRES, - THE AIR FORCE FLEW 77 SORTIES AND THE NAVY FLEH 59, pﬁ_;:;ﬂg;;.,;g
REPORTING ONE BRIDGE DESTROYED, THREE SECONDARY EXPLQ- -

* SIONS, 17 SECONDARY FIRES, FOUR BUNKERS DESTROYED, AHD = )
13 ROAD CUTS. SIiX ARC LIGHT STRIKES ¢35 SORTIES) VERE FLOWN
- ~IN THE NIAGARA AREA. PRELIMINARY BOMS DAMAGE REPORTS L
=i INDICATE FAVORABLE RESULTS. THREE OF THE STRIXES FLOWN '
 WERE THE CLOSEST 70 DATE T0 FRIENDLY FORCES (1.2 KILONETERS).

AIR RESUPPLY FOR THE REPORTI%G PERIOD AﬁDUNTED T0

-v5{99 SHORT TONS. HOWEVER, THE FUEL DROP LANDED QUTSIDE OF THE -
- 'DROP ZOWE AND WAS DESTROYED BY U,S., FORCES, THERE WAS ONE
-~ SHORT TOM OF VEHICLES, THIRTY~ ONE REPLACEMENTS WERE AIR-LANDED,
.. RESUPPLY SORTIES TOTALLED 14 ON t MARCH. SIX C~-130 AIRCRAFT
" COMPLETED FIVE AIR DROPS AND OHE LANDED AT THE AIRFIELD.
... EIGHT C~123 AIRCRAFT ALSO LANDED AT THE FIELD. MELICOPTER
. OPERATIONS WERE PREVENTED BY UNFAVORABLE WEATHER, THE GROUND

~ COMMANDER REQUESTED THAT AIR DROPS BE CURTAILED SO MATERIAL

CCLASS T (RATIONS) .

“,maacaxuzn DURING PRECEDIYS DAYS COULD BE HANDLED,

- FOR THE NEXT PERIOD, 275 TACTICAL AIR SORTIES ARE
SCHEDULED IN SUPPORT OF XHE SANH., A TOTAL SEVEN ARC LIGHI

- STRIKES (42 SORTIES) ARE SCHEDULED FOR THE NIAGARA AREA.

AS INDICATED, THE WEATHER HDRSENED IN THE KHE SABH

- AREA. LOW CLOUDS AND FOG PERSISTED THROUGHOUT MOST
- OF THE DAY AT KHE SANH ON ) MARCH AS CEILINGS LOWERED UNTIL
- 'HOON YESTERDAY WITH VISIBILITIES RESTRICIED FROM OHE=-HALF
>"T0 TWO MILES, THE BEST CONDITIONS OF THE DAY WERE REPORTED
. 'BETWEEN NOON AND 3300 PM WHEN CEILINGS RANGED FROM 600 TO
-~ 2000 FEET AND VISIBILITIES RANGED FROM TWO T0 SIX MILES,
."CONDITIONS BEGAN DROPPING RAPIDLY AFTER 3200 PM PRODUCING
- LOW CEILINGS AND VISIBILITIES DURING THE NIGHT AND EARLY
- ON 2 MARCH OF 200 T0 500 FEET AND ONE-GUARTER TO ONE~HALF

MILE, THE FORECAST FOR THE PERIOD 2 = 3 MARCH IS FOR

" GONTEINUED POOR T0 MARGINAL CONDITIONS WITH THE BEST WEATHER

OCCURRING AFTER 10:00 AM WHEN CEILINGS AND VISIBILITY ARE EXPEC-

~HfftED TO REACH 1000 FEET AND FOUR MILES. DETERIQORATING COd-
... DITIONS WILL AGAIN OCCUR AFTER 10:00 PM WHEN LOW CLOUDS AND
> FOG WILL FORM AND PERSIST INTO THE MORHIHG oF 3 HARCH.- '

l. THE XHE SANH DUMP aun AENUNITION SUPPLY POINT ASP)

Mnifﬁsrarus AS OF 8500 P.M, MARCH 1 1S AS FOLLOWS:
N T N . PREVIOUS STATUS

- DAYS SUPPLY - 8300'PM 29 FEB EST
ON HAED (9300 AM I MAR SV

MEAL, COMBAT,

INDIVIDUAL s . 13 DAYS

o cLASS IIT  CFUEL) i -ﬁ‘ﬁj;;f.?Qiﬂ'.“'" | L
o AVIATION GAS. uwGASJ 3 e BDAYS
 JPe4 FUEL CJET FUEL) ~~ 8e3 . 7.0 TeD VATS \

MOTOR GASOLINE (MOGAS) 9.3

cn oL HOLUN | o GQPYLBJL{BRARY




“orgsEL
ASS. V- CAMNUNITION)
A HIGH EXPLOSIVE

7 60-KM MORTAR = 44 B 44 DAYS
 BleMN MORTAR 24 7 U 19 DAYS
T S0-WM (TANKY . 9p S92 DAYS
442" MORTAR .. 5 31 DAYS .
. 105-Md HOWITZER ... 36 - . . .. 16 DAYS
T 155-m Howxrzaa R - B \;_:-315 DAYS .
- Be AHTI TAHK T e
RN O T T nounns 0N HAHD
5 90-mn HEAT , T 1,059
. 86~HM ROCKET (LAWY T 24543
- ANTI«TANK MINES (Me15) . 168
ARTI-TAHK MINES (M=19) . 668
ANTI-TANK MINES (Me21) S T e
_ 106<MM HEAT EE 154
- 106=Mi RECOILLESS RIFLE (HEP-T) . 708
106« BEEKIVE L $09
345" ROCKET . S . 946
90-MM AP-T L ST 329

e . . . PREVIOUS STATUS
(T " DAYS SUPPLY 8300 PM 29 FEB EST
. T | o - ON HAND (9300 AM | MAR SVN)
CLASS V CCOFRAM) - S | |
| 10511 HOWITZER 5 . s pays
" 155-1M HOWITZER .5 " 5 DAYS
A0-MM GREMADE LAUNCHER 5 " .5 DAYS
- KAND GRENADES = g0 10 Davs

2. 0N 1 MARCH xaz sanu wAS RESUPPLIED u:ru 99 Tons AS
FOLLOUS:

cLASS I S 29 tnus
. CLASS II | 2 TONS
© CLASS III. 16 TONS
 CLASS IV . 8 TOMS
" CLASS V 7 43 To¥s
CLASS VII 1 TON

DTGt 021445Z MR 68 o

. - : et + e R i a e
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‘ IHIS 1S REPORT NUMBER TWENTY-EIGHT ON THE SITUATION
IN THE KHE SANH/DMZ AREA AND COVERS THE 24 HOUR PERIOD
2 MARCH 1968 o o LT T

 FOR THE SECOND SUCCESSIVE DAY, ENEMY ACTIVITY AT KHE
SANH YAS LIMITED TO SMALL PROBES AND COMPARATIVELY LIGHIT
INCOMING, CLOUDY SKIES WITH LOW CEILING LIMITED FIXZD WING
SUPPQRT THROUGHOUT MOST OF THE MORWING AND EVEHING, Al
AFTERNOON BREAK 1N THE WEATHER PERMITTED LIMITED SUPPORT.
WHILE FIXED WING SUPPORT WAS AFFECTED BY THE WEATHER,
FIRE SUFPORT ELEMENTS EXPENDED 3859 ROUNDS OF MIXED ARTIL=
LERY AND MORTAR EARMARKED FOR KNOWH AND SUSPECTED ENENY
POSITIONS. OF THE MISSIONS FIRED, 32 PERCENT WERE OBSERVED.
. RESUPPLY AIRCRAFT WERE ABLE TO LAND, OFFLOAD 192,5 SHORT
1085 OF SUPPLIES AND EQUIPMENT AND TAKE OFF WITHOUT ENEMY
INTERFERZNCE. GENERALLY, THE PACE OF THE ACTION YESTERDAY
WAS SLOW WITK NO MATERIAL EHEMY EFFECT ON FRIEWDLY - -
ACTIVITIES. ENZMY GROUND ACTIVITY WAS LIGHT, A FEW SCAT-
TERED NVA WERE SPOTTED IN THE OPEN DURING THE DAY, 810
MORTAR MISSIONS WERE FIRED WITH UNDETERMINED RESULTS. Ad
 OPERATION OF THE 24C BATTALION, 26TH MARINES 03SERVED 15
SECONDARY EXPLOSTIONS CAUSED BY AIR STRIKES FIVE KILOMZTERS
. NORTHJEST OF KHE SANH, AN AIR OBSERVER SIGHTED 6+8 ROCKET
© POSITIONS FOUR KILOMETERS SOUTH OF XME SANH; HE ALSO
SPOTTED TRAIL, BUNKER AYD LIVING AREA 18 KILOMETERS SOUTH -
OF KHE SANH. SUPPORTING ARMS WERE FIREZD WITH UNDETERMINED
RESULTS. AN OPEZRATION FROM THE 2D BATTALION, 26TH MARINES - |
QBSERVED 18 SZCONDARY EXPLOSIONS RESULTING FROM AN AIR . = .= -
 STRIKE FIVE KILOMETERS NORTHWEST OF KHE SANH. TWO MARLUES - .
'YERE WOUNDED FROM THE 1ST AWTRAC BATTALION WHEN 13-ROUNDS
OF 1031M ARTILLERY FELL AT CUA VIET, GROUND CONTACTS WERE - -
LIMITED THROUGHOUT THE PERIOD. IN ONE SIGNIFICANT ENCOUNTER, -
" # "KILLER TEAM" OF THE 1ST BATTALION 4TH MARINES ENGAGED
‘A SMALL ENE®Y FORCE, FOUR KILOMETERS SOUTHEAST OF CON THIEW,
AND KILLED 18 NVA WHILE SUSTAINING NO FRIENDLY CASUALTIES..
I8 THE VICINITY OF MAI XA THI VILLAR, FINAL SWEEPING OPER- .
_ATIONS BY THZ 3D BATTALION, ST MARINES UNCOVERED 43 HNVA BODIES
" YZSTERDAY WHICH HAD §OT BEZ) PREVIOUSLY REPORTED, THIS - =
© CONTACT MOW TOTALS 8! NVA KILLED WITH THREE POW'S AND EIGHI I
' INDLVIDUAL WEAPONS CAPTURED, ANOTHER CUA VIET T0 DONG HA .~ - ..
CONVOY WAS FIRED UPON YESTERDAY. IN THE VICINITY OF ITS . =
. DESTINATION. MINOR DAMAGE YAS CAUSED FROM THE FOUR OR.:6~ = ¢
'FIVE RECOILLESS RIFLE ROUNDS RECEIVZD. GUN SHIPS I THE AREA
" RENDERED -SUPFORT. L N TR |

GOPY LBILIBRARY.
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u{*kﬁNIGHT DnFENS“ FIRES FOR THE 37TH ARVA RANGLR BAITALION AT =
o ﬁxHE SANH, WITH UNDETERMINED RESULTS. ErS i) :

Rouwns wAS FIRLDh

; NE COFRAM MISSION 0Ff v S
: AS PART OF . -

B

A TOTAL oF 296 TACTICAL AIR SORTI S WERE FLOWN DURINu

'°”THE PERIOD IN SUPPORT OF THE KHE SANH AREA. NARINE AIRCRAFT

" FLEY 89 SORTIES; THE USAF FLEW 127 SORTIES; THE NAVY FLEW 88

”:'SORTIPS "BOM3 DAMAGU INCLUDED 24 SECONDARY EXPLOSIONS,

~ SIX SECOMDARY FIRES, 28 ROAD CUTS, Il FORD CUTS, TWO BUNKERS
 ‘DESTROYED, AWD |2 ENEMY KILLED. SEVEN ARC LIGHT STRIKES '

-Lrﬁcaz SORTIES) w RE SCH&DULED AND FLOHV IN THc NIA”ARA AREA,

‘ FOR THW NEXT PERIOD A TOTAL OF 284 TACTICQL AIR
SORTIES WILL BE FLOWW IN THE KHE SAHH AREA. THE MARINES

~ PLAN 44 SORTIES; THE USAF WILL FLY 149 SORTIES; THE NAVY

- PLANS 100 SORTIES, THE MARINES WILL HAVE 16 AIRCRA#T 04 CALL,
AND THE USAF WILL RESERVE 123 SORTIES FOR KHE SAUNH. SEVEN

'ARC LIGHT STRIKES (42 SORTIES) ARE SCHQDULED FOR THE NIAGARA ARLA.

_ THE MORNING OF 2 MARCH AT KHE SANH WAb CLouDY WITH
LIGHT DRIZZLE AND FOG. DURING THE AFTERNOON THE WEATHER
CONDITIONS IMPROVED WITH THE CLOUD CEILING AT 2543 FEET AN
GOOD VISIBILITY. BY 63093 AM THE FOG FORMED AND VISIBILITY WAS
REDUCED TO ONZ-QUARTER MILE BY 11:02 AM, THEE REMAINDER
OF THE EARLY MORNING HOURS REMAINED CLOUDY WITH OCCASIOWNAL

'Q DRIZZLE -AND FOG RESTRICTING VISIBILITY TO ONE-MALF MILE OR LESS.

THE FORECAST FOR THE NEXT 24 HOURS IS FOR LITTLE CHANGE
WITR FOG" PERSISTING UNTIL 1:02 A{ 3 MARCH, FROM 1:30 AM
T0 8338 AM VISIBILITY WILL REMAIW GOOD AND THE CLOUD CEILING IS
FORECAST TO BE 2822 FEET, AFTER 8:80 AM FOG WILL FORM AND REMAIN

.THROUGH THE EARLY MORVING REDUCING VISIBILILIES TO ABOUT ONE=-GQUARTER

MILt AFT*R I.DI Aﬂ.

) THE KHE SANH DUMP AGD AMMU“ITIOH SUPPLY POINT (ASP)
- STATUS AS OF THE ABOUE TIMZI IS AS FOLLOhS°

| _ .7 PREVIOUS STATUS
AU . DAYS SUPPLY ‘8382 PM | MAR EST
AR S ON HAND =~ (9:00 Al 2 MAR SVN)
CLASS I - (RATIONS)
St MEAL,. COUBAT, | - S e
~ INDIVIDUAL P .- 15 DAYS
.. -B RATIONS - s " 18 DAYS
CCLASS III  (FUEL) ] o
{ . -~ AVIATION GAS (AVGAS) = - 3 o 3 DAYS
- . o JP=4 FUEL (JET FUEL) * 8.3 L. - 8.3 ¥S
- - MOTOR. GASQOLINE (¥03AS) 9.3 - - 9,3 DAYS
-;j;.DInSEL | 19

18 DAYS.
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. ON 2 MARCH KHg SANH WAS RESUPPLIED WITH 192.5 ToNs As

| DTGt 83/14167 maR 65

'HIGH'EXPLdsIVEf;g%gijffﬁ

oo §B~mMM MORTAR
o, Bl=MM MORTAR -
98- (TARK)
4.2" MORTAR
L 1B5=aY HoyITzER
- - 155-1x HowITZER

© Bu ANTI-TAWk -

9%+ MM HEAT L
§6=MM ROCKET (Lay)

. 186-MM HEAT '
186-MM RECOILLESS RIFLg (HEP-T)

196-MM BEEHIVE . .
3.5" ROCKZT =

92- 1M AP-T

CLASS.UI (COFRAM) . )

C , 185-MM HOWITZER S 5

155 My HOWITZER I8 5

40-MM GRENADE LAUNCHER | 5
S

 HAND GRENADE 12

FOLLOWS:

. Cass 39 Tows
‘'t CLASS Iv L. = 64.5 Tous.
. CLASS V | 87.5 TOAS
CLASS VIII |  L.5 ToNs

T Qb g

- o -
i . ) ,'._}

X, . . -
e -~ B e s, - > . B el

3.
- N - —
e . -
-

. hkobS‘

1,859
3,313
168

668

- @

154
786
9439

1,306
329

5 DAYS

93 $-8
-3 DAYS
18 DAYS

oN HAND

’

o bt B -
= e e
| e rE.
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L1575 ow THE &
J *HE_GROUVD ”N“ MITH ARTILL “RY FI?

PJ“T ﬁJb ER TXTW

I%;TLD‘VISIBIMIYY NI”F Low T“ILIRC? o
CTHRONGAOUT Mﬂai OF THI REPORTING PVﬁ;
‘A“MHB‘E-UhA.H geEnLTIC !Ja SIYVERAL ATR
FIXED Ying AlR qi?IKES YERZ F”GTIVLLY <
DAY AATILLERY BAY ERKQS FHCM T"F
MIsst UﬂS':K?:Uﬁi 1853 AOUNDS OF
TARGEY COVERAZD RE .“?'"“ SUPPLILE RAGIPHRNT ¢ ﬂ”Uf”IW"

TO 140 JHGP“ TﬁWS HERD QY ‘nAE Tl M PZAloD A RISUEPLY
AIRSRAFT LANDED anD TOOK OFP HITHOUT Iavies ATUGE »U&S%LLY!
“"f':'."'i' AETIVITY .3. CRME SANM NJRJ..:G THI DAY WAS CONFINE
-EPORALTG INC WING ARTILLERY AND.#ORTAR RQU?ES-AND HAR AS~

3*F PRUZES

;is“ FIRED !
5 WITH EXCELLE
T

Dy WAS & SIGHTING

URING THE PERI
IR AT L1045 Al NIN2 HILONITERS
+ AN DSTIMATIR ENTHY BATTALION WAS
CATED ViNg TAfTe AIRSIRIKIS and qR;ILLnRY
HISSIONS RESULTED IN A REPORT THAT 15 HORTH VIBTMAMEST W
WIAE KILLEDS ‘;ysEWHZEE‘:URING THE DAYy THE MARINIZ FOUND
ST DIAZGTIONAL #INTS CF THE LIFT FLANS oF TEEIR "D
iséf¢' A'T Ju H GHE YAZ DISARNEDS THI OTHER DETQUATID.
AND BLE SN ATSECTION OF THIIR DRFENSIVE WIRS, THIS .
HORALGI CUERANK RiQE{ﬁED ----- FRALL ARNE FREMCA
LOGAT IO _aJ*%¢." CTHEIR POSITION. [LLERY MISSfons
ok : If*ﬂ N3 THE FIRE, AT 1143 AN THE 37IX
St TAL *w REPGETIS A PA0EL 2P THNIR LINES.
DAl aRTL*LrR“’“L?_Ns J1 FIRTS WERE S0PLOYID.
S . :"'-"":‘-- SR "‘ AT e




i JOWIN AT KWE SaNy wﬂﬁ COIFARATIVLLY LIGH: EREE
‘ E"ELRDAYNUS ow!v 138 ROUNDS OF MIKED ARTILLERY » HOCKET. swp 0
MORTAN. STRUGK™ IN THE AREAs" ALTHAUGH hu WATERIEL DadAsE way ' o
AEPORTEDS 16 MARINES WERE woUNDED,. ADJACENT INSTALLATIONS -
5uapgaaawa THE-DME Y™ ENEMY. SHELLING GGNTI\J?D DURING' THE PERIODs -
BUT “A“5LACKENED? "PACEOF 34.:ROUNDS QR VORTAR “AND 20° ARTILLEW? :
ROUNDS FELLAAT AP CARROL W1TH ONLY, MINORINJURIZE, =
‘SUSTAI&EB*B“ ONE" MAhINE* CATIDONG :HA - COMBAT BASE 16 RUUNDS

QR T- ‘ HO"MORTnﬁtRcUNDstERE:REcEIUED

TWEE : P THERE HOTINJURIES "RECORDEDS

rnE SD BATTQLION “3D MARINES, AT A=3 ECZIVEDYATOTAL 0
APTERNOON ROUNDS" pf: "ARTILLERY j:TH NQY Dawasz RmFQRTuD;

‘OFFSHOREs sxx,ARTrLLwRY ROUﬂﬁ FW&ﬂE ‘FIREDUAT, THE USS:

NEWUSSWIT THENEAR

AUSING

8 .'IARINES SPOTTED 32
‘ f ETNAM?SE 1529 METERS WEST, OF A=y
_ uAND ARTILLEHY WERE' EmPLovau.» WHEN CoNTACT
QOSED»" 135" NORTH! VIETNAMESE BODITE .WERE COUNTED, “FRIENDLY .
ASUALTIES VERELONE KILLEDs “HPFL “WIUNDED cFVAHUAth).
LiPOSITIONS 1500 METIRS LAST OF A=3s MARIHTE. ESRAL D
DUG=IN ENERY FO"CE:" ‘H.u'{ ﬂrTl‘L"éif Fr‘:r’uMIO”{‘é‘ B
erPCﬁTi“VREmN“LY UNITS ACCUUNTED FOR 21 NORTH w“”w':su
AILLIDVITH EIGHT “INSIVIDUAL AHD ONZ CRIG SERVED HEAPON -
r [CAPTURED, “FRIENDLY CASUALTIES WIRT ONZ MILLED aND FIVE : ) :
‘udunahn.‘ UMILE CSYRTPING IN THE VISTHITY oF MAl %A TH1 R BRI
VILLAGE YESTIRDAYY THI 30 3ATTALIONs IST MARINGE FQUNG 3& G
CoHORTH VIETNAMESE BODINS AMD THIRE ADDITIONALYINDIVIDUAL o
FEAFONS s “TATLANDING ORAFT STRUCH & MIUT 244 METERZ onTW AaT

2

0 AT TR TR VI‘LAG INJURIAG THREZ s ?Eb A DAMAG T
THE b“ﬂlcu&s_;;t . - |

CTHREE

COFRAY Uf“SIONS.WERE FERED EKPEGE;NG‘59‘ROUN533;,
(ILLIG 5 TREMY, LT T T
CULMSRETUWERE ATOTAL OF 278 TAGTICALS AIR SCATIES TLOWE - ..
N SUPPOPT OF KHE SA“J‘{ ?hu...i:\a Tf‘!?. MARTAZY FLEV 181 3.}0"‘_;_;.__‘5 Do s L
UZTQ B0M3 DANAGE REPORTID a8 QN: BECONDATZY EXPLOSIAN: Tud
- STCONDARY FIRESs GH:_ UTOMATIC WZAPON POSITION DESTROYED,
-JAVD 13 BENENY KILLEDS  THE AIF rDFbEVFL:" 25 SO?TIWS AWD THE
‘ﬁv?,79l REPIRTING 19 ROAD CUTSs ONT TANK DESTROYEDs FoUR
guye PGSITICNS DESTPOYWDi TIGHT ENAMY KTLLEDs ONE ARMORED '
wﬁIL E DAMAZEDs SEVEN SECQNDARY EXPL CSIONS). TIN SECOMNDAR =Y Do
FIRCSS NIND MILITARY STRUCTURSS AMD TWQ TRUCKS DESTRGYED, . . -
FIVE ARG LIGKT STRIKES. (39 SOnTrusJ_u?nv FLOGN IN THE h;-‘__t;
ACARA A?EA ; g o . i

X ER KH“ SANH roR *H_ PER1QD. ANﬁUNT:D 10 IR
182/ SHORT TONS. "RESUPPLY S0RT1ZS TOTALLID g3 TOR 3OMARCH. o0
TIN Cwl30 ALRCRAFT COMPLETED YN AIR SRCPS.  THRED C- :cw'?-' gt
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Mr. President:
Mr. Rostow has been informed of

the attached and instructed it be sent
< to you. : * : '

White Housge ‘
Situation Room CT
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BN (/3 . THE JOINY CHIEFS OF STAFF . Lla‘ R 1 R
N TN WANOTON DL E200L L 6/ Che st
SR < 1 CM=-3088-68 - . Li- P ’ {’
- .0 ‘MEMORANDUM FOR THE PRESIDENT . A S 15+
- ':_‘. PO : R T Coeee T o kN , 33;52
. .- SUBJECT: Telephone Conversation with General Westmoreland { AN 1 1 B
A : | | e el I . 2 ity
o 1. I talked to General Westmoreland on the secupe telew'!hi‘r ‘g‘
f. . phone at 1840 hours this date. He had no specific items to ' = fhot
. v . report obher than those appearing in your operational/intellis 7 24
| ~ . gence daily summary. However, he made several comments which TRt HAg!
f//{ « ... L think you will find of interest: : . :_;Q; ‘35
‘ . ‘8. He and Oeneral Vien, Chief of the South Vietnamese = ..+ H*I
1 Joint General Staff, have been traveling around the countryside, '’ %“f

- looking at the situation and conferring with ARVN and U.S. NELRE Rk
commanders. He stabed that morale is good and everyone is be~ ' . -' H ¥

. - having in a steady and confident manner. _ PRk 4‘;%
.  b. 4s he did when I visited him in Saigon, he likened = H{i*?

the present sltuation to the Battle of the Bulge; namely, a . T:!

. maximum effort by the enemy which he could not sustain. General .-, {{i™
Westmoreland told me that the enemy appears to have lost- = - | 7 f i

momentum in many areas; they tend to utilize standoff fire'against '’ fg:

a - friendly forces and installations rather than attacking them“:jggﬁil }:-

' | &s they did in early and mid-February. ' "‘e:ffiﬁ"-'i. ' {;
L - 6. General Westmorelend's logistical situation in 3-2°* 'ii:

4. northern I Corps is improving steadily. He is thinking of S ta

. . esbablishing the Provisional Corps in that area under AR B L5

’. | - Lleutenant General Rosson in the very near future. o2 '?éi

¢ : o : ‘ : _ o W 4
-f'ﬁ 2, Without implying any derogation of General Westmorelang's * }2@
.. . @nalogy to.the Battle of bthe Bulge, I believe it is still too RN i

*. early to forecast with any great precision the extent to whichggé;,, -i;i

: .- the enemy can and wlll resume a heightened ground effort. R AR 1§;|
. - Intelligence indicators strongly support the thesls that the ;;‘ﬁ;}/’ B

“ .. ,.enemy 1s preparing for a major effort in the Hue/Phu Bail area.;jﬁ;;‘ ?;{

- Moreover, the enemy has the capability to renew attacks‘againsﬁmxxbj frE

- Da Nang and in the central highlands. In other words, desplfe " ;""" K

very heavy losses, I think the enemy still has unexpended rEﬁ.é%T;'” |

- sources which he can throw at us. This is not to say that I;jg?;ﬁf' Hows

. . am not dellighted a% the -slackening in enemy activity; 1t 1ndéﬁﬁﬁfﬁ&ﬂ Her
..,  ocates, I think, that he is having logistical and personnel °°1 y’ BTt
T problems -and his plans are being. disrupted by our air and ey T
L, ground attacks. . _ - _ B '%a"er: VAT i

. . . - . . s . : ¥ ; 'f- T;_.i ‘ '
‘. DECLASSIFIED :é"{ g J(/% PR L

v e o .3-2f et om0 TS
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THE WHlTE HOUSE
WASHlNGTON E

Thursday, March 7, 1968 - 9:30 a.m,

Mr. Presxdent.'

At Khe Sa.nh ye sterday -

-‘- good we ather,

o R & 217 tons delivered;
R R T e 2367 rounds £1red

-- a.ntia.ircraft fu'e hea.v1er, brmgmg

) down the C 12.3,
R -- 343 'ca.ctical air sortxes to good effect;
: .. 42 B-52 sorties.

S 'j OAL(Rostow
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—A-égl__ NARS Date 6-33- )6 5/

‘ Thursday, March 7, 1968, 9 50 AM

TEXT OF CABLE FROM GENERAL WESTMORELA.ND

This is report number thlrty two on the sﬂ:uatmn in the
Khe Sanh/DMZ area for the 24~hour period of March 6, 1968.

Clearuskies-at K.he Sanh throtghout most of the peried®
provided: optlmum ﬂylng condJ.t:Lons for fixéd and rotary wing aixtraft.
Logistical and supporting arms efforts were improved throughout the

. area of operation. A total of 217 short tons¥of supplies and equipment

AT DO T T

were offloaded during the perlod ‘Fire support elements expended a
total oi ﬁéjﬂrgggg_sﬁof mixed mortar and artillery,

Enemy anti-air resistance was heavy yesterday as 13 Marine air-
craft were fired on with three receiving hits. At 2:00 PM, a_C-123 with
47 passengers and crew members aboard, received fire on let-down for
Khe Sanh, attempted to leave the area, and crashed eight miles east of
Khe Sanh., Search parties report no signs of life at the scene,

Enemy artillery, rocket and mortar rounds totaled 115 throughout
the period. Eighteen Marines were wounded. An incoming rocket struck
a parked C-123 aircraft. No i:rijuries were caused, theplanesustained limited
damage. Two other aircraft were reported down yesterday. A helicopter

~was downed by hostile fire while hovering over a position in Ashau Valley,

Five of the 11 people aboard have been rescued so far. An Air Force F-105

‘crashed in Laos yesterday. The pilot ejected safely, and was recovered.

Along the demilitarized zone, enemy activity centered on
Operation Kentucky. Elements positioned at C-2 and C-3 received five
and 39 rounds of artillery respectively. Five Marines were injured at C-2,
no materiel damage was reported. Con Thien received 15 artillery rounds
and eight rounds of mortar, with no casualties or damage reported. At

- A-3, elements of the 3rd Marines received nine artillery rounds. Other 3rd

Marine elements northwest of Dong Ha received 30 rounds of rocket and 15
mortar rounds with no casualties or damage reported, Dong Ha combat base
in late afternoon received 10 rounds of artillery resulting in two wounded.

- = GOPY LBI LIBRARY
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- rounds, injuring five Marines,

Near Camp Carroll, elements of the 9th Marines received 12 mortar
Ground-acHvity: IiTnsYthgrn- Quang - Pri:Provinée was Bigaiticant.

In a sharp contact five kilometers northeast of Con Thien, two companies

of the 3rd Marines engaged an unknown size enemy force. Eighty-one:

North.Vietnamese-Army were killed. *Friendly casualties were 14 killed,

29 wounded. South of the Cua Viet river, a battalion of the 4th Marines in

night defensive positions fired on 15 North Vietnamese Army in the open.

A search at first light revealed ]l enemy bodigs and seven individual weapons.

South of the Cua Viet, an artillery mission fired on troops in the open

killed four enemy, ' - '

Marine aircrait flew 142 tactical air sorties in support of Khe
Sanh, the Air Force flew 122, and the Navy 79, for a total of 343 sorties.
Bomb damage included 87 secondary explosions, 27 secondary fires, 30
burkers destroyed, 17 enemy killed, one rocket position damaged, 29 road
cuts, three trucks destroyed, and 100 meters of trench destroyed. Seven
ARC LIGHT strikes (42 sorties) were flown. Twenty secondary explosions
were reported from three of the seven strikes. The B-52 effort was '
concentrated on targets beyond three kilometers from the Khe Sanh perimeter.
Only one strike was flown on a close-in target.

‘ During the period 217 short tons of supplies and 85 passengers
were flown into Khe Sanh, Thirty-~nine resupply sorties were flown on
March 6. Nine C-130's and three C-123's completed air drops, three C-123's
landed, and 24 helicopters delivered passengers and cargo.

For the next period, 270 sorties are scheduled to support Khe
Sanh., Seven ARC LIGHT strikes (42 sorties) are scheduled,

GORY LBJ LIBRARY
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WASHINGTON
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Friday, Mazrch 8, 1968 -~ 9:05 a.m.

.Mr. President:

e el e i

At Khe Sanh:

. B e e a second consecutive good weather
I TR R R day;
3204 rounds frlendly artillery;

95 enemy;

e _— 321 sorties; 42 B-52's;

‘,
2
*
1
t
N
SR E S N AT TR L A R

- 221 tons delivered;

-~ 5 U,S. wounded.
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Lo N Fnda.y, MarchS 1968 345 AM |

TEXT OF CABLE FROM GENERAL WESTMORELAND

This is report number thirty-three on the situation in the
Khe Sanh/DMZ area for the 24-hour period of March 7, 1968,

Ex¢ellent flying conditions continged at Khe Sanh for the’
second consecutive day,” with seven mile visibility. High ceilings and
broken clouds favored fixed and rotary wing aircraft support. Fire
support elements, suppressing enemy firing positions and firing on.
targets of opportunity, expended a total of 3204 rounds of mixed artillery
and mortar with excellent target coverage reported. Enemy anti-air

incidents continued yesterday with eight, alrcraft fired on and two recelv-mg
rhits, - -

Enemy activity was compa.ra.txvely light at Khe Sanh. Enemy-
incoming artillery, rocket and mortar rounds comprised most of the
enemy a.ct:.v:.ty. A tot:a.l of 95 rounds of rmxed mcommg fell during l:he

evacuation. As a result of a rocket round impacting on the airstrip, the
runway was temporarily closed to fixed wing aircraft. Repairs were
complet:ed by 9:00 AM. At 1:45 PM, an air observer spotted several North
Vietnamese Army in bunkers and trenches 17 kilometers north of Khe Sanh.
A controlled air strike succeeded in killing five North Vietnamese Army.

Elsewhere within northern Quang Tri Province enemy incoming
slackened somewhat, but ground activity increased. A total of 10 rounds of
mortar fell near Camp Carroll during the period, causing injuries to five.

At 11:00 AM yesterday, the Marines in Napoleon/Saline received 12 rounds
of artillery, resulting in two killed and six wounded and evacuated. At
8:30 AM this morning, the Dong Ha combat base received 80 rounds of mixed

- rocket and artillery resulting in 13 killed and 26 wounded.

Significant ground contacts were recorded yesterday in northern
I Corps as the Marines, working in conjunction with ARVN elements, made

oo CORYLBJLIBRARY
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conta.ct w1th an estlmated three company size enemy force, 4 1/2

“kilometers north of Dong Ha, Contact continued until 7:00 PM

with artillery and air strikes being employed. Initial. -casualty — ‘
amoum‘:ed to 115 killed, Imt:l.a.lﬂcasualty figures are two killed and 76 wounded.

frien

In a similar all day contact, the Marines éngaged'an

~ unknown size enemy force on the south bank of the Cua Viet river.

Preliminary friendly casualties are 13 killed and 48 wounded: Enemy
casualties are unknown, Fifteen North Vietnamese Army bodies were
discovered in what appears to have been an enemy first aid shelter Just

‘north of the Cua Viet river,

At 10:10 AM yesterday, the Marines fired 23 rounds of mortar

- on aknown enemy firing position 1500 meters north of Con Thien, and

observed three secondary explosions. An air observer spotted an enemy
active mortar position with North Vietnamese Army occupying trenches
and bunkers, 11/2 kilometers northeast of Con Thien, A controlled air
strike on the position resulted in 13 North Vietnamese Army killed. The
mortar position was destroyed along with 200 meters of trench line.
Another air observer controlled air strike four kilometers north of Camp
Carroll destroyed two mortars and killed three North Vietnamese Army.
At 3:10 PM, an air observer adjusted a fire mission on enemy meortar
positions, at approximately the same location, resulting in the complete

. destruction of the mortar positions and the k:l.llmg of four North Vietnamese

Army.

One COFRAM mission was fired expending ten rounds w1th

| undetermined results.

Marine aircraft flew 134 sorties in support of Khe Sanh, the
Air Force flew 117, and the Navy 70 for a total of 321 sorties. Bomb damage
included four gun positions destroyed, 13 secondary explosions, 28
secondary fires, 35 bunkers destfoyed, 21 structures destroyed, one mortar
position destroyed, six road cuts, and one armored vehicle damaged. Seven |
ARG, LIGHT strikes comprising 42 sorties were flown, Two of the strikes |
were a.ga:l.nst close-in targets, From the previous period additional bomb
damage includes 14 secondary explosions, 100 foxholes destroyed, and several
trench lines destroyed. ; :

GOPYLBILBRARY




_ Durihg the period;_Zth,.;.‘5,:3hq;‘_‘_i:;'_:_;g'l;g;ﬁgf‘ suplﬁlies é,nd 21
passengers were flown into Khe Sanh, Fifty-three resupply sorties
were flown on March 7. C-130's flew 1l air drops, 42 helicopters

air-landed, -
L _ : For the next 24 hours 268 tactical air sorties are scheduled
. e L to support Khe Sanh, Three ARC LIGHT strikes, 18 sorties, are
7 scheduled, The remainder of the force will hit targets in Thua Thien
A _ against suspected enemy concentrations. However, the scheduled Thua
S Thien strikes can be diverted to the Khe Sanh area on two hours notice.
The weather forecast for Khe Sanh is for continued good
visibility from late morning on March 8 with skies clear to scattered.
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-damage to the aircraft and minor injuries to two crew members.

. twelve 140mm rocket rounds struck at Doug Ha injuring nine. one of whom

- Camp Carroll, In trying to overtake the seven, the friendly unit came under

g e
er BT
Authontyu JAN31m7%unday, March 10 1968 5/ o
_- By_..%’_ NARS, Date£o25 27 e

MEMORANDUM FOR 'I'HE PRESIDENT

Herewith, General Westmoreland's report number thirty-five on the

situation in the Khe Sanh/DMZ area for the 24-hour penod ending 8:00 PM, !
March 9, -

Favorable weather conditions prevailed at Khe Sanh during most of the period.
Low ceilings lifted by noon, providing improved conditions for air support.
Fire support elements expended 2,277 rounds of mixed artillery and mortar
with excellent target coverage reported. There were only three anti-air
incidents reported. :

During the period, enemy action consisted mostly of shelling the Khe Sanh
positions. Ground activity was light. During the day 250 rounds of mixed
mortar, rocket and artillery fell at Khe Sanh and surrounding areas. In-
juries attributed to the shelling were two killed and 15 wounded {four evacuated)
A helicopter parked at Khe Sanh received 50 shrapnel holes causing substantial

At noon an air observer controlled air strikes on 14 North Vietnamese soldiers
in the open southeast of Khe Sanh,resulted in seven enemy killed. About
two~-hours later an enemy bunker complex was detected 300 meters south of
Khe Sanh. An air observer controlled air strike accounted for five enemy
killed and the destruction of one bunker, At 6:00 PM elements from the 26th
Marines spotted four enemy digging a trench four miles northeast of Hill 881.
An 8lmm mortar mission, followed by a fixed wing napalm strike accounted for
four killed and five secondary explosions. One ARVN Ranger was killed

and one wounded yesterday by sniper fire. Fire was returned with undetermine
results,

At installations bordering the DMZ, enemy activity was confined mostly to in-
coming artillery, rocket and mortar rounds., Six _Marines were wounded at
Camp Carroll as 13 mortar rounds fell during the period. Yesterday evening

required evacuation.
Ground contacts in northern Quang Tri Province during the reporting period
were comparatively light. Yesterday afternoon elements from the 9th Marines

spotted seven enemy running east from a position three miles southwest of

fire by 60-70 enemy. Artillery and fixed wing strikes were called. Two enem;
were confirmed killed. Enemy was observed depa.: tmg the area carrymg '

* copYBILERARY
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- additional casuvalties. There was ho“’e':n-c‘e.n;xy-aétivi-tsr reiﬁofte.d in Operation |
. Napoleon/Saline and friendly units continued security operations north and
- south of the Cua Viet River without contact. = S
 Marine aircraft flew 101 tactical air sorties in sﬁppbrf of Khe Sanh, the Air

~included four trucks destroyed, 27 road cuts, 17 bunkers destroyed, 22 enemy

Force flew 131 and the Navy 117, for a total of 349 sorties. Bomb damage -

killed, 37 secondary fires, three automatic weapons positions destroyed,
270 meters of trench destroyed and over 60 secondary explosions. Numerous
secondary fires and explosions resulted from strikes on a storage area 20
miles east of Tchepone, Laos. Twenty-six sorties hit the target with ex-
plosions still going off as the forward air controller left the area. ‘

There were five ARC LIGHT strikes (29 sorties) during the period. Nine
secondary explosions were reported. Four strikes were against close-in
targets from 2, 200 to 1,100 meters from friendly troops.

During the period 170. 5 short tons of supplies and 116 passengers were flown int
Khe Sanh. Thirty-eight resupply missions were flown on March 9. C-130's !
flew eight air drops and three lapes. Three C-123's and 24 Marine helicopters |
landed at the field. : ' : - :

For the next 24-hours, 307 tactical air sorties are scheduled to support Khe
Sanh. The Marines plan 88, the Navy 100 and the Air Force 119. In addition
the Air Force will have 120 alert sorties on call., Seven Arc Light strikes
{43 sorties) are scheduled. . S

The weather for March 10 for Khe Sanh is holding well with improving con-
ditions during daylight after night restricted visibility, By 2:00 PM ceilings
should be 3, 000 feet with visibility to seven miles. :

GOPY LBI LIBRARY
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- THE WHITE HOUSE
WASHINGTON
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Monday, March 11, 1968 -- 9:45 a.m.

. S M President:

B

T Khe Sanh-DMZ:

gy

- wea_,ther less good;
-- enemy fired 250 rounds; | L
e | -- 178 tons delivered;

'. . .. 328 sorties plus 36 B-52's;

.- our supply base at Cua Viet, at eastern . . :. :
end of DMZ hit quite badly by lucky

enemy round; : S :

-- major gsuccessful further ARVN fire fight |
at Dong Ha, 102 enemy killed, 7 ca.ptured.
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Monday, ‘March 11, ']:96.8,' 845A.M

... ©  TEXT OF CABLE FROM GENERAL WESTMORELAND

: This is report nurh_ber thirty-six .on_the situation in the
Khe Sanh/DMZ area for the 24~hour period of March 10, 1968,

- Low ceilings and drizzle prevailed at Khe Sanh through most
of the reporting period, with a consequent decline inthe number of air '
strikes flown, Light enemy anti-air incidents were recorded as only two
aircraft were fired on with minor damage reported to one. Enemy activity
was confined to incoming mortar, artillery and rocket rounds with 230 %%

. xounds of mixed ordnance falling-during the-day,5 Two Marines were killed

A g i o g

i . S L b
! and 15 wounded, four of whom requlred medical evacuation.
: _

- No significant ground contacts were reported. Enemy activities
" :‘ at other installations in northern Quang Tri paralleled activity at Khe Sanh.
~ 'No ground contacts were reported by Marine units. However, enemy
o shelling was damaging. The day's incoming included 10 rounds of artillery
falling at A-3., Camp Carroll received 10 mortar rounds. No casualties

")] '~ or damage was reported in either instance. Several artillery rounds fell
R at positions occupied by the 4th Marines at C- 3 with no damage or casualties
y reported. : -

Beginning at 7:30 AM on March 10, the Dong Ha combat base
received 70 rounds of rocket and 82 rounds of mixed mortar and artillery
resulting in three killed and 14 wounded, with seven evacuees. MUGW;"?

ohgineaminground Tanded at the landing ship-tank-rampon.! the. Cua Viet... %
&*;Eh&mno”tmd*struckua,drum of fuel, spread into tl the fuel farm. causing secondary

A 4 A A

ﬁres-‘""fl'le flrewsubsequentlwset off’ 5eve::a.1$xounds~ of argmumnon.w,E:ghty— L

Qf. fzve-trucks. seve;ggbmldlngsg ~two~fue‘1 t”a:nks*"o*t:"é’aiting,;;x weaE T, é]ire:e-‘--=

o s bbb T

cogmg,mmma;mnwem“ﬁremrm&s ARd A FUETd toWe rr— The
-hbladde iarivwas-reported 33 pércenl destioyed. wlnzha%‘c?é?ﬁ‘ﬁlt;c&ﬂ%
: : nek Lhd‘*mm_ﬁd}'x :
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.ARVN 0perat10ns in northern Quang Tri Prov:mce -

" included a large contact north of Dong Ha. In Operation Lamson 193,

elements of t:he 2nd ARVN Regiment engaged 2 large size enemy force.

Marine aircraft flew 80 tactical air aortles in support of

Khe Sanh, the Air Force flew 141, and the Navy 107 for a total of 328780rHERT >

Bomb damage includes two trucks destroyed, 42 road cuts, 14 ‘secondary
explosions. 43 secondary fires, three bunkers and 140 meters of trench destroye
13 enemy killed, seven gun positions destroyed, and 14 structures destroyed.
There were six ARC LIGHT strikes {36 $grtieE)scheduled into the Niagara area,

‘however, four aircraft went to secondary targets due to targetting equipment

and aircraft malfunctions, Three strikes in the Niagara areawere
clagsified as close-:.n targets, ranging from 1300 ~ 1800 meters from friendly

.forces.

During the penod.,_lZS“B%Qﬂnmﬂauppheammmﬂﬁteda
into:Khe Sanky In addition, 92 passengers were flown in. In all, a total of

18 sorties were flown. Twelve C-130's conducted eleven air drops. Five
- GC=123's conducted three air drops and two landed at the f1e1d One helicopter

landed at the field.

_ For the next period, 307 tactical sorties are scheduled.
Six ARC LIGHT strikes (36 sorties) are scheduled.

The morning of March 10 at Khe Sanh was foggy with visibility
as low as 1/8 mile at mid-morning. Low clouds remained through the
afternoon. After dark, fog formed again restricting visibilities to 1/16 mile
by the morning of March 1l. The forecast is for continued cloudy weather,
with fog during the morning hours and after 8:00 PM at mght, lower:mg
visibilities to 1/2 mJ.le after midnight, '

At B

@QW L8 LIBRARY




h ‘ma NAT‘IONAL MILITARY COMMAND CE’.NTER ST !
i “WABHINGYON, O.C. zom S b ;
- DECLASSIFIED - 11 Mareh L8l
, | Authsﬂty ?D letter JAN 3 1929 / | !—1;{ :
mn:wamw . o 1\ 4 RQ Date._é_.‘.‘;%,s;‘__zﬁ S SR R “;i
B NBNDRANDUM FOR THD WINLTE HOUSE SITUATION noouh‘-‘- e ““'}_
Subject: Bupﬂly Status at Khe Sanh as of 8:00 PM BST 1t
ar (9:00 AM 11 Mar, SVN time) L;j{
"1, Tho Khe Sanh Dump and Ammunition Supply Point (ASP) ‘ ,?}ii
- status as of the above timo is as follows: | 5
K : | | PRIVIOUS STATUS B & |
' . DAYS SUPPLY  8:00 PM 9 Mar RST Hig
. o BN HAND (8:00 AM 10 Mar SVN) i
CLASS I §Ration ) o S L ;‘ | S E-i{
= Meal, Combat, Individual 18 17 Qays o
_ . B Ra‘ions : .8 8 days -, ’.hi
CGLASS 11T (Pusl) ' I i
‘Avidtion Gas [AVGAS} 3 -3 days : ~T;§
JP«4 Fuel (Jet Fuel 10,6 - 10,6 days 1
- Motor Gasoline (MOGASJ 6.1 - " T.l days . |
_ Diesel - o 3.5 4.3 days ’-1-.%
GL S Ammuzitlor) = o g,f;”
: a. High explosive T it ’
. 60-mm mortar 43. . 42 days I |
© 8lemt mortar 20 22 days’ : : }
00-nin (Tank) 108 | 108 days i1 -
4,2" mortar 40 . 40 days BRI £
. 105-mm lmwitzer . 2§ 24 days . THE
155-mm howitzor 14 ol days T =%1
© b. Antitenk - _ ROUNDS ON_HAND HAND o ’4 :
. 90-min HhAT o ' | : 1,202 ' 5_.__: gil j i
66-mm rocket (LAw) - 3,381 BT
Antitank mines (M-15) 198 S ¢ |
- Antitank mines (M-190 - 808 T | 1
- Antitank mines M-Zl ARG I | B BT | ¢ B
106-mm {BAT N ) T .A%.;
106-mm vecoilless rifile (HEP TJ 2,264 1
N 5.5" .rocket 2.189 |
- -~ 90-mm AP-T 329 P 1
o | L B
g .f—EEQQEE—frf - I -?3::
- - wee® e LR
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c. Antlpersounel | e ___.';._._.._:._'_‘f'.i ROUNDS ON HAND
CB0GewmmmRMIVE - oy -

‘guass'y @ommp . .

RPN 105~mm howitzer : . &5 BN days
- .",;-“ 155-mn howlitzer ' 8 ', § days
v 40emm grenade launchey 8 B 8§ days
uand granadas . .10 10 days

,'- z. On 10'March, Rhe Sanh was resuppliod with 1?8.5 tons as S .
T follows~ _ N | . _ R ; X

CLASS 1 1340 tons : . b
CLASS II o 2.0 tons - -
CLASS T1I L T3D,5 tons , . | .
- CLASS 1V o 1245 tons \ .
L CLASS V . 116,0 tons - I 1
(7. - Miscollamoous 2.5 tons o .
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: gﬁhfiﬁ 5 A, SHANNON ' o I i
vigadier General, USAF co ,

: - .. Deputy Director for S g i
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THE WHITE HOUSE . INFORMATION
WASHINGTON : Coe L

Tuesday, March 12, 1968 .- - 7%
10:15 a. m. - (3)—’“ o ’ T

MR, PRESIDENT: | _

At Khe Sanh:

-- poor weather;
-- 150 rounds enemy fire;
-- 343 sortles plus 36 B-52's;

-- 207 tons delivered.

_SEcREFattachment
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B?CLASSIFIED :- ’Tuesday, Ma.rch 12 1968 9 30 AM -
A_A..ce_,NARS Date 6223-25 = ‘f;'- S i/

TEXT OF_CABLE FROM GENERAL WESTMORE_LAND

This is report number tlurty'-seven on the situation in the Khe
Sanh/DMZ area for the 24-hour period of March 11, 1968.

U a.vorablem\gggghe‘xhqondzuonsm conta.nued at Khe Sanh during
the reporting period, as fog with intermittent drizzle persisted throughout
most of the morning and evening hours., Low ce:l.hngs lifted somewhat during
the afternoon hours, permitting limited fixed wing support. Enemy anti-air
incidents were light as only two aircraft were fired on and one was hit with

minor damage.

During the period enemy activity was confmed to J.ncommg
artillery, rocket and mortar rounds. There were no ground contacts reported
A total.of 150 rounds: ‘of mixed.calibe1” fell on.the Khe Sanh-areddurinighe day.
asualties attributed to the s shelllng were threékilled and 23 wounded (eight
evacuated).

In the DMZ area, enemy shelling comprised the majority of enemy
activity with no significant casualties or damage reported. In the vicinity of
the Cua Viet river, elements of the 3rd and 4th Marines received 15 mortar
rounds and 12 artillery rounds. One Marine was wounded. .In ARVN operations,
elements of the 2nd Regiment were in heavy contact throughout most of the day,
north of Dong Ha. Initial friendly casualties are recorded as 22 killed and 65
wounded. Enemy casualties are unknown. Sweep operations continue,

There was one COFRAM mission of six rounds fired with
undeterrm.ned results. :

Marine aircraft flew 123 sorties, the Air Force 134, the Navy
86, for a total of 343 sortiés;: Bomb damage assessment included 14 road cuts,
three automatic weapons positions destroyed, one rocket position destroyed, one
bridge destroyed, two bunkers destroyed, eight secondary explosions, 19 :
secondary fzres, and 15 enemy killed by aJ.r There were six ARC LIGHT stnkes

to beacon malfunct:.on. Three strikes were within 1300 - 2800 meters of friendly
troops. : :

l




30

et e -

A tota.l of 207 oy

Khe Sanh area during the period. In a.dd1t10n, one short ton of mail and 93

passengers were lifted into the base, A total of 28 resupply sorties were

. flown, éleven air drops by C- 130 and two by C 123 and 15 sorties by

Marlne helicopters.

: For the next period, 308 ta.ctlcal air sorties are scheduled. In
a.dd1t1on, the Air Force will have 120 alert sorties, and the Marines will have
16 aircraft on call. Five ARC LIGHT strikes (30 sortms) are scheduled.

The weather forecast for March 12 is for improving conditions
to 800 foot ceilings and two mile visibility by mid-morning, and to 2500 to ‘
500 foot ceilings and 7 - 10 miles visibility by early afternoon. Conditions will
again deteriorate after sunset, reducing ceilings and visibility to less than 500
feet and one mile by midnight.

—_ - . GOPYLBJLIBRARY
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Saturday March 16, 1968 . 9 00 am

. Mr, Pre sxdent

Weather luck holds at Khe Sanh:

: Valley, of

234 Incoming rounds;

351 friendly Sorties plus
36 B-5214;

Trecoe and sma]j attacks on A Shay

which we shall have
more;

227 tong delivered.
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"  DECLASSIFIED : L
Authonty E.0. 11652 SEC. 5(A) and (D) ~-* Saturday, March 16, 1968, 8:30 AM

By A0 NARS, Date 4728

'MEMORANDUM FOR THE PRESIDENT = SR /

. Herewith, General Westmoreland's report riumbe: forty-one on the
situation in the Khe Sanh/DMZ area for the 24-hour period endmg .
8:00 PM, 15 March. - . "

e
;o
o

Khe Sanh had clear wedther after early morning haze lifted after 11:00 am.
Prior to that time, Air Force resupply operations had been hampered

b During the period, Xhe Sanh received 30 rounds of artillexy, 14~ rounds of

i - rocket and 190 rounds of morta.r fire, for a total of 234 rounds. The in-
coming fire : résuited in one Marine kilied and 13 wounded (three evacuated).
Enemy indirect flr‘e attacks marked the only activity at the base, as no
ground contacts were reported. There was no change in either the disposi-
tion of Marines in defense at Khe Sanh, or in the enemy situation.

J.ﬂ;:

Elsewhere along the.DMZ, contact was light with one exception. Dong Ha
received twenty-five 140mm rocket rounds whxch wounded 13 personnel,

Two required medical evacuation. Total casualty figures for the 3rd Marine
Division area for the period were, two Marines killed, 39 wounded {16 evacu-
ated), 14 enemy killed,

In tactical air operations, . 35} gortieSWere flown. - Marines flew 130,

US Air Force 133, and the Navy 88. Bomb damage assessment included

53 secondary fires, 19 road cuts, 45 bunkers destroyed, three trucks
destroyed, 18 secondary explosions, 25 enemy killed by air and one mortar
position destroyed,

In ‘the-A Shau Valley",. US Air Force flew four reconnaissance sorties and
seven tactical strike sorties. Bomb damage assessment included thzce
secondary: explosmns and 10 bunkers- destroyed

T ST e e B e et

e _ Six Arc Light strikes 36 50xtigsFiwere scheduled into the Niagara Area.
One strike, within 1, 200 meters of friendly troops, with fifteen secondary
: explos1ons reported.

Aenal resupply for the penod totaled 227 short tons. One hundred and
forty -two passenger replacements were re landed at the field. Throughout
the day, 49 sorties were flown, Fixed wing aircraft conducted 16 airdrops.
~Marine helicopters flew the rema.xnmg 33 sorties, delivering pa.ssengers
a.nd cargo. -

e COPY 483 LIBRARY




' Three hundred and sixteen tactical air sorties were scheduled for the
' next 24-hour period, with the Marines planning 88, Air Force 128 and
the Navy 100, Marines will maintain their 16 aircraft on call and the
Air Force will have 120 alert sorties available on ca.ll Six Arc Light
strikes (36 sorties) are also scheduled '

The forecast for 16 March is for scattered clouds and good visibility
by 11:00 am. Ceilings and visibility will again lower by mid-night and
fog will reduce conditions to marginal by early morning on the seventeenth.
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R ~5—=—e—=<-z*'r MAC 03645 EYES ONLY
| SUBJ: KHE SAUH REPORIT()

|ZENSGIY CHAPSAN CHC WASK DG - 1 o
?Z lﬂﬁlSTu ZYH ZFF=3 o O
< P GENERAL YESTHORELAND CQMU;AACV

DECLASSIFIED g

10 GENZRAL WHESLIR €405 . . Auﬂ-;
( ADAIRAL SHARP CIUCPAC .o i i B Onty Eo 11652 smc 5(A) and (p)
INFO A¥BAS SADOR BUNKER a'g‘:x“'vscw, ,

“le KUY THIS IS REPORT MUMBER FDRTY- 4P OV Td” SILUATIO%

19 THE KHE SANH/DNZ ARZA FOR THT PERIOD 150900H TO 1605004 - o
MARCH 1958,

24 (8) KHE AIH HAD CLVQR WEATPER AFT?R EARLY MORNING
- HAZE LIFTED AFTER 1100 HOURS. PRIOR TO THAT TIME, AIRFORCE

‘ . RESUPPLY OPZRATIONS HAD BEEN HAWPERED. DURING THZ PERI0D,

KHI SANH RECEZIVED 3D ROUNUS OF ARTILLERY, 14 ROUNDS OF ROCKET

- AND 190 ROUNDS 0? YORTAR FIRE, FCR A TQTAL OF 234 ROUNDS, THE
INCOWMING FIRE RESULTED Id ONE MARINE KILLED A¥D 13 WOUNDED

- {THREE EVACUATED). IZNEMY IMNDIRECT FIRZ ATTACKS MARKED THE
OSLY ACTIVITY AT THE BASL, AS WD GROULD CONTACTS WERE Riw
FORTZD, THERE %AS NO CHANGE IN ZITHER THI DISPOSITIOH OF
AARINES IN DEFENSE AT KHE SAlH, OR IN THE ENEAY SITUATION.
EL3EVHIRE ALONG THE DYWZ, COWTACT ¥WAS LIGHT WITH OMI EXCEP-
TION, DONG HA RECEIVED TYENTY-FIVE 1404 ROCKET ROWNDS '

- YAICH WOUNDED 13 PIRSONNEL. TY0 RIQUIRZD MEDICAL TVACUATION.
T0TAL CASUALTY FIGUREIS FOR THE 3D ¥aRIHEZ DIVISION ARZA FOR

- THE PERIOD WERE, T¥0 MARIWES KILLEID, 39 YOUNDED (146 EVACU-

CATED), 14 ENEMY KILLED.
3. (3) I¥ TACTICAL AIR OPERATIONS, 331 SORTIES YERE FLOwR.

i;i“A?I“’S FLEW 130, USAF 133, aND U3N 35, 89M3 DAMAGE A33ESS~

SAENT I LUDED 53 SZCONDARY FIRES 19 ROAD CUTS, 43 BUNKERS
DVSTpGY y THREE TRUCXS DESTROYID, 18 SEZCONDARY IXPLOSIONS,

. 25 ENENY KILLED BY AIR AND OME MORTAR POSITION DEISTROYED.- I

THE A SHAU VALLEY, USAF FLEY¥ FOUR RECCT 3O0RTIES AND SEVEY
TACTICAL STRIXZ SORTIES., Z04B DAMAGE AS3ESSMINT INCLUDZED
THREZZ SECONDARY EXPLOSIONS AND 10 3UNERS DE3TROYED. SIX :

- ARC LIGHT STRIXES (345 SORTIZS) WIRE SCHEDULED INTD THE HIAGARA
ARZA+ THREE SORTIES YERZ DIVERTED TO A SZCONDADARY TARGIT DUZ
TO" BEACON MALFUNCTION. ONE STRIXT, WITHIN 1200 H4ITERS OF

- FRIENDLY TROOPS, WITH FIFTEZEN SECONDARY EXPLOSIONS %ERE REPORTED.

-~ Qe (35) ARZRIAL RESUPPLY FOR THE PERIQD TOTALED 227 SHORT

TON3. CLASS I AMOUNTED TO 45 SHORT.TOHS CLASS 1 WAS SIK SHORT

- TONS, CLASS I1I VINE SHORT TON3, CLASS IV FQb? SHORT TOQH3, CLASS'

..V 155,5 SHORT TONS. IN ADDITION, THREE SHORT TONS OF MEDICAL
. SUPPLIES AND 4.5 SHORT TOYS OF ¥AIL ERE DELIVIRED. 122
[f PASSENGER REPLACIMISTS YERE LANDED AT THE FIZLD. THROUGH-

‘QUT THE DAY, 43 SCRTIES WERE FLOWMN, FIXED YING AIRCRAFT Code
QUCTED 18 AIRDROPS, MARINZ HELICOPTEIRS FLEW THE R,iAIﬁIﬂu 33
SORTIES, DELIVERING PASSENZERS AND CA?GG» -
- (a) 316 TACTICAL AIR SORTIES ARE SCHEIDULED FOR THE
NEAT 24 HOUR PERIOD‘ FITH THE MARINES PLAﬂﬁIﬁG g3, U3AF 123
AZD USH 100, MARINES WILL MAINTAIN THEIR 16 AIRCFAFT € Call
A3D THE USaF %ILL HAVE 120 ALIRT SCRTIEZ3S AVAILABLE 0N CaLL.
SIX ARC LIGHT STRIXZ3 (35 SORTIES) ARZ SCHEDILED. :

' S. (U) THE FORECAST FOR 18 MARCH IS FOR SCATTIREID CLOUDS

T .A¥D GOOD- VISIBILITY 3Y 1100H. CZILING 3 AuD VISIBILITY 9ILL AGAIN

 LOWER 3Y MIDHIGHT AuD FCG WILL RTDUCT CONDITIONS TO M4RCINAL
- BY EAPLY AORNING OF THE STVINTEENTH, g o

$50 .:»rcr'.s::' DELIVER DURING DUTY HOURS
559
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“FORMATION =~ - . .

" THE WHITE HOUSE
WASHINGTON

e rm——— oy

Thuisday, Ma:c_h 21, 1968 -- 10:45 a.m,

o
©or v ey e

. ' _ e
Mr. President: 'pﬁt o~

B K RS At Khe Sanh: Eate ST
L - == weather good; - i\ o
R TR -- 177 enemy rounds; T

T A ' -- 87 friendly artillery missions; T
T, -- 203 tactical sorties plus 6 B-52's; L :
-~ 265 tons delivered; . ;
-- from other information, indications _ =
el some enemy forces pulling back from .
e T _ Khe Sanh, others, perhaps, moving
e east to Quang Tri-Hue area,

W.O*‘%Iﬁggostow | | , BN 3

Rbe

s L - DECLASSIFIED -
T ' | ' By_.::..@_ NARS, Date_-3 /& = 7?

CORY L.BJ UBRARY \
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Y EeR—— | Authonty __SD etter JANE ]979

CLASSIFIED

B-"—.‘:@—— NARS, Date £ 3829 |
o Thursday, March 2.1, 1968 8 50 a. m. /

TEXT OF CABLE FROM GENERAL WESTMORELAND

This is report number forty-six on 1 the s1tuat10n in the Khe Sanh/
DMZ/A Shau Valley area for the 24-hour perlod of March 20, 1968.

-The level and character of act:w:.ty at Khe Sanh has not changed over
the past three days. The enemy: co&unmmthmﬁfprts to.indirect fire’
aEE_gks. During this perioed, 177 incoming.rounds were.iecorded.. The
majonty of these were from enemy mortars (150 rounds) and twenty-one
Marines were wounded. . Five men required medical evacuation. Eighty-s&ven
sartillery missions were fired in support.of.the base; thirty-three -were observed

mlss:v.ons.' "Five enemy were reported killed by artlllery or ta.ct1cal air,

Clear. weather prevailed for most of \.th,e..d.axwansi.,z.ﬂ?a,. tactical air’sorties
were flown., ‘Bomb damage assessment in the Niagara area included two
secondary explosions, nine bunkers and one gun position destroyed, two road
cuts and sixteen secondary fires. Unseasonably good weather in the north
uncovered lucrative targets and some Niagara soxmes weré diverted to the

northern route packages.

There were six ARC LIGHT strikes in the Khe Sanh area during the
period, four strikes within 1000 - 1500 meters of friendly troops. One mission
reported eleven secondary explosions. Forty-three fixed wing and helicopter
sorb.es lifted 265 S.short tons of supphes, and 130 replctcements into the base.

During the next 24 hours, 298 tactical air sorties and six ARC LIGI—I'I‘
strikes are scheduled in support of Khe Sanh. W eather predlct:l.ons are fairto

- good,. with margmal conditions early in the morning, clearing up during the

day. Rain may reduce conditions to 2, 000 feet and three miles v:.s:.b:.hty after
2:00 p.m.

Along the DMZ, 55 incoming rounds were received with no significant
casualties or damage reported. Elsewhere in Quang Tri Province, contact was
‘light. The total casualties in the 3rd Marine Division area for the period were
twenty-six Marines wounded. (six evacuated), thirteen enemy k:|.11ed and two
individual weapons captured.

" GOPY LBJLIBRARY
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_ a Smormng and one photo recon mission. The good weather predicition was
' ‘wrong. One ground reconnaissance team was extracted and one team failed
“ to insert due to enemy fire. A team report from a mission near the A Luoi
' _'},'A:Lrstrlp contains locations of suspected caves and tunnels in the vicinity,

. . a possible truck park and bivouac area and 51ght1ngs of truck tra.ff:.c on Route
s 548 ' ' '

A Shau aena.l survelllance on the twentleth consusted of one early _- L j
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GEN JOKHS80M €54 WASH Ers

GEN ACCOLMELL CSAF ¥aASR DC.

| ADI UOORIR CHO WASH DC

| ZEN/SEN CHAPLAN CHC WASH DC

b Z 2211352 zfﬁ LFF=3 :

| Fi GENERAL ABRANS DEPCOMUSRacY . . . .
~I0 GENERAL de'LER CJCE | - " L DECLAbSHHED -
 ADMIRAL SHARP CINCPAC . Author ,

R b SnaRE SINETAC : o ty E.0. 11652 SEC. 5(A) and (D)
| CENERAL WESTROAZLAND coMUSHACY .-37-4ﬂ¥51+—1NAR&IMneaé;éL2£l
S ZEM B - S ; '

, _E T nac 3357 EYES ONLY o :
) (= 134t XHE SANY REFORT ) :

o f. () THIS Iu REFGRT NUMBER FORTY-SEVZN ON THE S
SITUATION IN THE KFE SANW/DUZ/A SHAU AREA FOR THE PERIOD
2105004 10 220990k faacn 1568, o

C B, €3) THE AHDUHT OF INCOMING FIRE DVC?nﬁzmﬁ FiOH Y28
TZIADAT AT 11} ROUNDS OF NIXED FIRE FELL 0 THE CO¥3AT BASE. -
SEVENTY-ONE ROLHDS WERT ARTILLERY, A CHANGE FROY Yva-‘ o
TERDAY, WHEIN THE BHLYX CF THE FIRE waS FRCY ¥DRTARS, TUENTY-
. SEVEN MARINEZS %EAE WOUUDIL) 18 REAQUIREID EVACUATION. u.v.

4 A3TILLERY FIRED 2830 ROUNDS  IN 10§ HISSIONS 3 IHI;TY SIX GASLR UMD.

i N0 COFRAM AMMLNITICN WAS EXPENOED,.

r 3, ¢5) CLEAR WEATHER PEEVAILEID Tr?oudﬁour TH_ nlaaq A

a0 FCR THE FOURTH CONSECUTIVE DaY, AWD 279 TACTICAL AIR SORTIES S
NIRE FLOWd. 3042 DANAGE ASSESSFMENT INCLUDED 35 ENEMY XILLZID - -
~ BY AD DIRECTED bIaIn,s, ONZ AUTOMATIC WEAPS: PCSITIGH DES- - :
" TROYZD, ONE PAD3A3LY DESTAOYED, AND SIX SEZCOHDARY EXPLOSIONMS,

L de (3) SIX Ba32 STRI?:S YZRZ SCOHEDULED INTC THE KHE

2ANH AREA., OHZ. STRIKE WAS SCHEDULED AS AN EAERGENCY S

TARSET, 23500 %ETIAS FICH FRISNDLY TROOP5. ARC LtGHI ‘DAHAGE
- ASSETISMENT RhPD?I D 13 SZOCHDARY EZXPLOSIONS., :

9 T % (3) DURINS THE daxx 24 WOURS, 289 TACTICAL az? SCATIES

4 AND SIX ARC LIGAT STRIKES ARE SCHEDULED. a4 ADDITIONAL 422 .

' " PRE-PLANJED TAC RIR SORTIES Cay B D!VP?IFD 14so Tnu KHE. unnx aﬁ-a

poIF REQUIRTD.

. . €3) UNHARPIRED sr ‘”AT% qxs INEHY al TI-HIQQQﬁfT

oL .Q L, AIR FORCE FIKED ¥WIN3 AND waaz;z HILICOPTERS MOVED 214

¢ SHORT TONS OF SUPPLIES AND A9 REPLACEMENTS INTO KHE SadH,
o DURING THE SAME PERICD SIX 1045 Gr AIR DLLIVZRED EQUIPNENT

" amam e b e
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L QUT FRIgﬁBLY 1LO5S, -
./ AREA FOR THE o
© ENZAY KILLED, OMdE DETAINED, QR INDIVIDUAL WEIAFCW CAPTURED. ﬁ:f
L EYHERE, 1 AUASE TAL PAOVINCE, NO ¥AJCR GROLND ACTIOWS Ml‘r;f'“ Lo
- - TCOK PLACE, SOHE LI3“T CASUALTIES UchﬂLB rdCV irORnDIC
o JHCOMING MORTAR ALD |

FELS

b VaLLEY THIS 10
17 oNE SCUTH ﬂ? THE RAC 1a0 RIVER AT. YC5691 wILL RECDN .TO NIRTH,

B'ﬁguch\DED. S ; w
e H) S THE w‘A;h_h IS E&PECTEW Tn.

GW R THE WLKT 24 HOURS, WITH ThJND“RbhOWuh
VI&IJ?LITY 1Y THE LATZ At[.ﬂiﬁﬂ%. S
"8 €¢5) ALONG THE DMZ, LIadl ACTIUITY
CAdP CARROLL. ELZMENTS OF THE STH MARINES
ENEMY UNITS IN SPORADIC ACTION. SIX ENzuY

ﬁ““&IN THE 55JL S
%GT!V{TY R““UCIHG

EN3AGED aﬁPLL
BERS XILLED,

PERIOD WERE U.S. 32 WOURDED (20 EVACUATED) ; 43

21‘ ILL—«RY FIJ‘L. .'
”?CSWQNLISANCL TEANS WENT INTQ THE A SHAU

CTWO RE :
sy, ONE AT YD3703 WILL WOVEZ NORTH.

QR lINﬂg TH....

9. ("“)

! FARLY MORNING SLAR RUd BY 131ST AV ©D AnD -

AND EAST,
T

'ONE TACAIR BHOTO N1SSI00° SOVEASD SO PIRCINT OF THI TARG:
PREA,  SIX #A/A% SITLS VERE FOUND TO BZ OCCUPLED.
P-g | | ‘

S50 MNOTE: DELIVER ﬁUﬁiHG BUTY HOURS S

T BN

TOTAL CA¢U§LTIhS I8 THE 57 HARIHE DIUISICN S

¥AG REFCRTED quﬁ R

R AR WL SR PILS CXLEC S AR

T i i ks i 2

Ve

e i o N i i e e
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%? ' MEMORANTUM FOR THE PRESIDENT

'SUBJECT: Khe Samh report

area, for the period 23 Merch. :

Lo v .
REE R T
TP A NP o L PENRL PPN

SRR . - 2. Epemy indirect fire at Khe Sanh was greater than originally reported

AR - - yesterday. An update report indicates that an additional 500 rounds of mixed
| B : ' artillery, mortar and rocket fire fell between midnight and 6:00 AM, on 23

. March. Thus the enemy surge during the night of 22-23 March was in excess of

1100 rounds. After daylight, incoming fire slackened and fell into the pre-

vious pattern; approximately 130 rounds struck Khe Senh during this period.
Thirty-nine Marines were wounded, seventeen required evacuation. Friendly
artillery fired 2056 rounds in 155 fire missions. No COFRAM ammunition was

expended at Khe Sanh.

R than two miles. ‘

1. This 1is report.number fbrty-nine_on the Khe Sénh/DMZ/A Shau Valley

-’4 ' 3. Visibility remained good throughout the reporting period, except
during & thundershower between 9:00 and 10:00 P.M. Scattered raln showers

- : are forcast for the eftermoon of ol March. Early morning for is predicted

-] for 25 March reducing ceiling to less than 1000 feet and visibility to less

"* ' k, Ten Arc Light strikes, with 60 aircraft, were flown in the NIAGARA

g area., Four were scheduled as emergency strikes, the nearest being 1100
: meters from friendly positions. mactical air support totaled 408 sorties
during the period. Tactical alr bhomb damage assessment included six enemy

killed and seven probably killed, eight secondary explosions,

fires, 28 road cuts and three trucks destroyed.

tactical air sorties are planned.

5. Tomorrow, nine Arc Light strikes, totaling 35U sbrtiés,‘and 327

6. Resupply of the base amounted to ool short tons of all classes.

13 secondary

L Twenty-two passenger replacements were landed., Seventeen US Alr Force air-

several ettacks by fire were reported. The 3rd Battalion,

craft and 2 Marine Corps hellicopters flew b1 resupply sorties.

T. Although there were 1o significaﬁt gfound contacts &

ing the period,
3rd Marines receivad

26 rounds of 85mm artillery six kilometers west of Gio Linh. Four Marines werg
o wounded. The enemy Jaunched 11 rounds of 122mm rocket fire against the 2nd

i : ' Battalion, 9th Marines at the Rockpile, killing one Marine and wounding
i geven. Near Cam Lo, 3rd Battallonm, Lth Marines had five men wounded by ten

rounds of incoming artillery. Three xilometers east of Camp Carroll, friendly
S . artillery engeged approximately enemy in the open. Twenty-seven rounds
o ‘V mm COFRAM were fired with good target coverage. Third Merine Division_casual-

;@ ‘ ' “%ies for the period were two Varines killed, 60 wounded with 32 evacuated.

There wers fourteen conflrmad enemy. casualties.

- oPvBs

of 105
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8 Aerie.l surveillance of the A Shau contlnued with one infrared three
side-looking airborne radar and one morning photo mission flown. Eigh'by
percent of the target area was covered. No vehicular activity wes noted

‘" but numerous anti-aircrafy positions continue to be occupied. _
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Tuesday, March 26, 1968
12 45 p.rn¢ T

Mr. Press.dent
At Khe Sanh-DMZ A ‘:hau'

25 rounds enemy incoming; . .
- 252 tactical support sorties T
plus 47 B-52's;

150. 5 tons resupply, hampered
by low ceilings and high winds;
-~ heavy contact east of Quang Tri - o
City; ' S P

. -- weather poor,

U&&&Rostow

T T DECLASSIRIED .
IR Authonty &54@ LO/F- 7?,&%,

. NARS, Date__:./_é..:z.?
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. DECLASSIFIED -

" 'TEXT OF CABLE FROM GENERAL WESTMORELAND

This is repdrt number .fifty-oﬁe on the situatiop:imrtherKherSanh/
DMZ/-A-Shau Valley area for the 24-hour period of March 25, 1968.

it ot i

Resupply was hampered by low ceilings and high winds, which
prevented aircraft from landing. Ippgj;;a;consist-'ed:of::_;t,e,p::aﬁi;gadlgps*LbV"?-G--—-lf’:O-‘*‘
aireraft:totaling 150, 5. short tons. ngxgg_lg}pgi;;gq;_aii_p;gg@.__,_:ga'._jci,‘sfa.ctory-,--level-- '
with 28.days-of rations.and-2k-or-morg days.of-large- caliber -ammunition-on
hand. o _ : '

PRI Y SVUEUND IO s U 2

: : Low clouds and poo.r visibility are predicted for the remainder of
today and the morning of March 27. ' - '

: For the second day, ep_e_my;;inconﬂng‘i‘fﬁ're':_cle;c:r'eased:‘ré.i;S'-"fé‘-‘fotal of
aﬁé&;&&&%ﬂﬁﬁ}'e received at Khe Sanh; 12 artillery, 10 mortar and three rocket.
There was no ground action in the vicinity. 'The incoming rounds wounded 17
‘Marines; 13 were evacuated. - :

South of the DMZ, seven kilometers southeast of Cam Lo, a third

~Marine Division Reconnaissance Team observed approximately 250 North
Vietnamese Army. Artillery was employed, killing 25 of the enemy.

i el

TS L SISO ot SRR

Early in the morning of Mazrch 25, the lst Air-Cavalry Pivision

- £stablished heavy-contact.six kilometers east of Quang Tri City. The enemy
force was later identified by a detainee as elements of the K14 Battalion, 5th

; North Vietnamese Regiment. Gunships supported and the contact was broken at
! 7:00 p. m. Eifty-two.of the.enemy were killed. U.S. losses were 10 killed and
2h.wounded.? - |

Twe-hundred forty two tactical air sorties were flown.in the Niagara
area. Sewen.enemy were killed. Seven secondary explosions, 14 secondary fires,
nine bunkers and one mortar position destroyed, and 20 road cuts and two ford

- cuts were credited to tactical air. .Tactiéém,.snrﬁ:e:srp}:anned'fnr tomorrow
. tofalB3H4, | o | |

- 0 . .' . .
s b A i

e
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' alrcraft was dwerted to a secondary target L\Imemmxssmﬁs are planned’ for

. Mazch26.

two armed reconnalssance m1ss1ons

E;Lght,ARC LIGH'I‘ stfikeﬂr, of 47 sort1es, were scheduled One

" One wire tap mission near Route 547 1n A >hau was unsuccessful
due to heavy enemy contact. Two Reconnaissance Teams remain in the valley.
One Team called in tactical air to destroy an enemy artﬁlery cache of '
approximately 150 rounds. No unusual returns were re=ported from one photo and
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;- Fty GEN WHEZLZ R CJCS WASH De o 'y
U INFO MR ROSTOW WHITE HOUSE . MAZH ol
MR ORUSY STATE bi PT Wﬁr { DC ' -
. k'u? HL L“id CI“ .
i, CGLN JOHIS0W Csa r‘ASH De
K GLN MCCONNILL CSAF v ASH DC DECLAsanED
k! i MOOREAD CHNO waS: SC ' ‘
ZEN/TER CHABNAY f:‘“C YASH DO , Authorrty E.0. 11652 SEC. S(A) and (DY
Z 2912162 ZYH ZFF-3 - | -BV-AQL.,NARS,Date._._._._.-g 3128
Fii QLUZRAL YEST'OREILAND CO®USwHacy :
1C GENZRaL JHEZLER CJFS' - : _
© ADEIRAL SHARP CIHCPAC ‘
" Il"Fo A.'BI'\» ‘1:.‘3“ UV{ I -
A ZEN .
i S‘ﬁfﬁ*ﬁ’ﬁ‘?‘#é” *“85 YIS GNLY -
- SUSJe KHT BAMH RIPFGART (U3 o R
; o b WY THIS IS RTRGAT SUNSER FIFTY-FGUA ON THE
| Gl SAN “WZ/A 54%6 VaLLay A%LA, FGR THE iﬁlﬁﬁ 282 0900~
Bl 2, 0D uzatHER ONDITIONS a7
o aalD THROUSHOUT [FHE &2 CARTINT PERIG
i1 BEWERALLY CLEAR YITH CCTCaSI0HAL S50
© o AND HIGH CLOUDS. THF FORECHAST FCH s
FIfIOO IS FOR COxTINYZD 3000 ¥iaTn )
CLGUQIHESS. IECLATED TiJ??"nSﬁﬁHC'- AR . )
o THE VICINITY OF wH: SaxH THIS ARTERNOON, tlyl ILITY Is
! V°-uTbD 0 34 AIBTRICTZD BY HeZ: 10 SEVEAN %ILIS, :
3¢  (8) HLAIAL KISUPPLY T4CAZASED CVun THE LIVEL
CF THI.PAST FEW [aYs AS A& TOTAL OF 217 SHORT Tuss WIRS
BIUIVERID, FIFTELIN AIRDROPS YL CCHGMCTED. FIv: o :
CH=33 AuD 32 CH-48 HILICOPTS LinS DELIVERED PaSZzinris o : ‘
aAND CARGO. Tﬁwxn YERZ 73 REPLACEYENT PERS',i“L
s DELIVERED, o '
3¢ {3)  XHT SaAHH A% CEI’:G tCa «¢ TILLuuY, )ﬂ RO k_T,
; QHJ 33 BORTAS ?CUJ? A TOTAL CF 153 Hu“mub IuCCYISC. -
- THEST ATTaCxsS ~ILL:u 14O HARINES 20D WOUNDLD 13 (FIvVZ
?U”PSATZD).- FRIZNDLY aCTI0NS AT ¥HS MA“* WILL““ iG :
o EdED ¥y THIRTZZw BY TACTICAL ATR STaIvEs,” -
. 36 (3)  ALINS THE ULy Al ’\‘::ITID’\JQL 132 "\m.?i | -
- LHCOMING BOUNDS ahs; RECELIVESD, ECCE'. Li I T8 VICT‘IIY .
- OF C-2 3ASZ WORTH OF €4t Lo wwist THYD MARTSES WiRs '
- KILLED AdD 12 wGU.adED, o
T 8. {3)  THED OIST aln CﬁUA KY "I'JI::I’?J "»1?1.1‘4:‘_4 TO_ -
CPATROL YWITH ONE TARCCP OF. E:Uﬁ"3“1. 2TH CAVaLRY e
N OTHZ VICINITY Or Cy LU a ZPARATIONS FOX FORTACOMING =
Jsi?asICAS VICILITY GF XHE Saun PROGAESS O SCJLGJLL;'“- f\: .
THE 10157 uI“,u'u~_ SIVISION Car3Iil CUT DECEPTICH o '
ACTIVEITIES I THE VICINITY ©F 2043 Ha, L
: Te (5) OC. ARTILLERY FIRLD 39 #ISSIC.s I SUPPLAT
JOF ¥HE Sadi, EXPLiNTISS ,3‘"" ALUGTE, . THINTY=THG 6F TAT -
-:zs:raua MIRL GIBSeVED, 0. COFYaE SVUSITION Yas e
L oS aLa TS S AEECS AS
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L T o iy a:gx;m".‘(‘t""*“-“".‘-' ““‘M\“W““”‘“‘““““ g *‘f""‘“‘*"f'i""‘

--,,,,_8.‘_(S).'A'TGTALaﬂFpSOSgTACTiC“- SQRTIES S
FLOWN IN THE ¥1azara AREA, - OF THESE, 198 WEAE FLOWN.

‘,“W1T5£‘IHMEDIATEZUICIHIT?ﬁGF'KHE=SANH;”93AHAGE' SEERVYED

o INCLUDED "SEVEN SECONDARY EXPLOSIGMS,-E-GHT;sscsﬁaﬁﬁr;}‘

¢ FIRES aNp Thz DESTAUCTIGH OF 365 METERS OF TRENCHLE,

;31 BUNKERS -AD ONZ TRUCK. A TGTAL oF S5 TACTICAL AIR -
.. SORTIES ARE PLANGED FOR THE WEXT REPOs LG PERICD, -t 0o
Ll 90 L (8) FIVE ARC LIGHT STRI¥ES, CF SRTIES, WERE - 7

“SCHEDULED. THrLE SORTILS WERE LIVERTED :

- TARGEITS, “ONE OF THe STRIKES REPGRIED Qags:
SECONDARY EXPLOSIONS, SIX S3ICNS ARE pPLAY
L SRS O

Ce 0 10. (8) onE RECOHNATSSANCE TEAN was THSZATED INT0
THE A SHAU VALLEY ZazLy THIS MOSNING WITHOUT DRARTGA
FIRE. DAMASEZ ASSESSHIRT FrO: TACTICAL ALR STRIES
YESTERDAY IN 4 SHal was Foun MACHIWE GUN Blyxzas

viFl e 3

-*—*—o:-:---u.-e..\- T o

COESTROYZD, Tun SICONDARY EXPLUSIODNS. TRERE WiRe 30 - -
. 10 LOCATIOAS WERE DITECTED 0N I FLowy arfins 100e AT

Tl

"“ | ' . ’ A . . ) .
S50 NOTE: DELIVER DURING DUTY ouik
B T

Lo D S |
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._SUBJECT Khe Sanh Report |

ECLASSIFIED i
A thmty S0 letter JAN 1279
By_.a-g_.. NARS Datei-ﬁci

TEXT OF CABLE FROM GENERAL WESTMORELAND o

‘This is report f:fty-fwe on the Khe Sa.nh/DMZ /A Shau 'Valley area, for the 24-
_hour period 29 March 1968, ‘ . . :

Weathertatikhe Sallwas generally good vesterdaysRiiswisibilif torieventiiless
However, at noon yesterday, fog quickly formed and obscured the sky and reduced
vigibility to less than one mile., These conditions prevailed during the morning

but the fog was expected to lift by 10:00 a.m. Good sky conditions are expected th

rest of the day. Heavy fog is again predicted by noon tomorrow to pers1st until

A total q_ﬂﬁi hoFfons aflsdbplies and 100 passenger replacements were delivered
to the Khe Sanh combat area during the reporting period. Eleven C-130 and three
C-123 aircraft conducted airdrops., Forty-five Marine helicopters landed with

cargo and passengers. A total of 10.5 tons of air delivery equipment was back-
loaded. ' : ' :

SupplienrEnEii Rt S i IS S G TeiralAith 28 days of ratmns and 23 or more days
of large caliber ammumtmns on hand. :

A total of 54 FOUAGS ”““éq_fh gnemjr“mdzréct\{ue was—;refrewed at:Khe"Safl; 25 artillery,
25 mortar and six rocket. These a.tta.cks R difive(three evacuated). Ground
action occurred when Company D, First Battalion, 9th Marines observed a new
enemy trench outside their perimeter. Approximately eight enemy were engaged
with small arms and 3.5 inch rockets. The enemy responded with heavy mortar
fire. Four enemy were killed and one Marine was wounded. '

Along the DMZ, sporadic shelling of friendly bases and installations continued as
a total of 63 incoming rounds were received. The only casualties reported were
at C3 base north of Cam Lo where five Marines were wounded (two evacuated).
Total U. S. casualties were 15 wounded (seven evacuated) and 18 enemy killed (1 1
by a.u-), one individual and two crew-served weapons captured. -

Elsewhere in Quang Tri Province, contact was hght with no significant action
reported. The First Air Cavalry Division continued reconnaissance near Ca Lu
and to the west along Route 9 in preparation for upcoming operations. Ina
deception maneuver, one Army of the Republic of Vietnam Battalion, one USMC
Battalion and one Cav Squadron (reinforc ed) initiated limited attacks northwest of
Dong Ha at 5:00 p.m. last night. Five naval gunflre ships (one cruiser and four
destroyers) w111 support this deceptlon effort ' .

— SECRET
SECRET
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- "_‘; _--Artlllery flre for Khe Sanh cons1sted of 82 missions expendmg A
: 'j"fTwenty one missions were observed No cofram ammumtmn was f1red

There were six arc 11gh1: stnkes '(3_

) .A total of?kS"'-' BRI B B e S ST E T OWH T Y N ey

~‘cuts, 18 secor;‘dary fires, damage to two m111tary structures and two trucks and

- destruction of four military structures and three trucks was observed Tact1cal
S air sortles plan;ned for tomorrow total 255, ' : '

ﬁ’f;ﬂpheduled into the N1agara area. One

SCERL

sortie was diverted to a secondary target. One strike observed five secondary

. T

explosions. There were 18 additional secondary explosions reported for the previou:
. period, 8:00 p.m. 27 March to 8: 00 p. m. 28 March. Elght missions are scheduled

for N1agara for 30 March

A Shau Valley side-looking air radar and photo missions reported no unusual
returns. One reconnaissance team remains in the valley.
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Z 3011292-ZYH ZFF-3 o . : By_d._@_' s NARS, Date. 6o223-79
Fi! GENERAL WESTHORELAND COMUSMACY R P & -? B
10 GENERAL WHEELER CJCS o S o S
ADMIRAL SHARP CINCPAC - =~ - T
%gFO AMBASSADOR BUNKER AMEMB SAIGON SN R S
. o . , '

T RN A D 4333 BV GrT
SUBJ: KHE SANH REPORT ¢ o o
¢ be LY THIS IS REPORT NUMBER FIFTY-FIVE ON THE ;
.U I SANH/DNZ/A SHAU VALLEY AREA, FOR THEAPERIOD 2999596 29
. 306980 MARCH 1964, ) oAyt :
: 2. - (47 WEATHER AT KME SaNH WAS GENERALLY GOOD

L YESTERLAY WITH VISIBILITY TO SZVEN MILES, HOWEVER, AT
4t OIOMHIS MORNING, FOG QUICKLY FORMED AND OBSCURED THE - .
?ﬁSI{Y AND REDUCED VIS BILITY TO LESS THAN ONE MILE. THESE : ; o
o ,

* CONDITIONS PREVAILE ORNING BUT THE FOG WAS EXPECTED
.i;ro LIFT BY1¥H%¥4@ﬁﬁﬁh GOOD SKY CONDITIONS ARE EXPECTED .
%% THE REST OF THE DAY. HEAVY FOG IS AGAIN PREDICTED BY £1+00 Pov
. WBURS TOMORROW TO PERSIST UNTIL -8500; f:ctPm - - = SRR
| 5. 6 A TOTAL OF 2235 SHORT TONS OF SUPPLIES aNd 100 - . host Torr
~ PASSENGER REPLACEMENTS WERE DEL IVERED TO HSES DURING‘:P’/M-‘”"-’”L C ;f
- THE REPORTING PERIOD. ELEVEN C-130 AND THREE C-123 AIR~ . o
- CRAFT CONDUCTED AIRDROPS, FORTY-FIVE MARINE HELICOPTERS
- LANDED WITH CARGO AND PASSENGERS., A TOTAL OF 10.5 TONS
OF AIR DELIVERY EQUIPHENT WAS BACKLOADED. S
. __4. 87 SUPPLIES REMAIN AT A SATISFACTORY LEVEL . - -
~ WITH 28 DAYS OF RATIONS AND 23 OR MORE DAYS OF LARGE  CALIBER
- AMMUNITIONS ON Ha®ND, . . o : RN
‘o e €57 A TOTAL OF 56 ROUNDS OF ENEMY INDIRECT FIRE
- WAS RECEIVED AT KHE SaANH; 25 ARTILLERY, 25 MORTAR AND | |
'SIX ROCKET. THESE ATTACKXS WOUNDED FIVE (THREE EVACUATED) , o ,
- GROUND ACTION OCCURRED WHEN COMPANY D, IST BaTTaLION, ~ .- .o T -
- 9TH MARINES OBSERVED A NEW ENEMNY TRENCH OUTSIDE THEIR R
FPRINETER. APPROXIMATELY EIGHT ¥%a& WERE ENGAGED WITH £rémy
Y ALL ARMS AND 3.5 INCH ROCKETS. THE ENEMY RESPONDED SO AU
~ WiTH HEAVY MORTAR FIRE. FOUR &% WERE KILLED AND ONE X Lo,
- MARINE 'WAS WOUNDED., = “rinty - e
- 6. (SY"ALONG THE DiiZ, SPORADIC SHELLING OF FRIENDLY . -
BASES 4ND INSTALLATIONS CONTINUED AS A TOTAL OF 63 INCOMING e
- ROUNDS WERE RECEIVED. THE ONLY CASUALTIES REPORTER WFRF. . oo .l Bt i Sk S I PR

SR T
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;;fbh’Ps'BASE NORTH OF cpM $1:) WHERE FIVE MARINEJ VERE v

. “wJUNDED "(TWO0 EVACUATED). TOTAL ‘U. 'S. CASUALTIES WERE 15 WIA
_"(SEVEN EVACUATED) AND 18 ENEMY XIA (11 BY AIR), ONE INDIVIDUAL
" AND ONE CREW SERVED WEAPON CAPTURED. = ey

;ﬁ;was LIGHT WITH NO SIGNIFICANT ACTION REPORTED. THE 18T e T e T |
- AIR CAVALRY DIVISION CONTINUED RECONNAISSANCE NEAR €A - %~ "t wioomoao o7 |
" 'LU AND TO THE WEST ALONG ROUTE $ IN PREPARATION FOR A S

“ UPCOMING OPERATIONS., IN A DECEPTION MANEUVER, ONE ARVN .
-~ -BATTALION, ONE USHC BATTALION AND ONE CAV SQUADRON «';’
- (REINFORCED), IN P -
. . DONG HA AT 86 “HOURS THIS-MORNING. FIVE MNAVAL GUNFIRE LasT “-@“T
. :SHIPS (ONE CRUISvR AND FOUR DESTROYERS) WILL SUPPORT THIS ' AR
" DECEPTION EFFORT.

' :OF 82 MISSIONS EXPENDING 1,626 ROUNDS., TWENTY-ONE MISSIONS
'WERE. OBSERVED. NO COFRAM AMiUﬂITION WAS FIRED, :

© TOMORROW TOTAL 255.

“L-(Tﬂ A SECONDARY TARGET. ONE STRIKE OBSERVED FIVE SECONDARY ,
.+ 7LOSIONS. THERE WERE 18 ADDITIONAL SECONDARY EXPLOSIONS z,n“Adg—a.&:ocF
REPORTED FOR THE PREVIQUS PERIOD 286986-T0-29069500, EIGHT 6’009“ PIEY

EI-MISSIONS ARE SCHEDULED FOR NIAGARA FOR 30 MARCH.
- NO UNUSUAL RETURVS. ONE RECGN TEAM REMAINS IN THE VALLEY. .

‘1 f%Q—NBTET"D LIVER DURING DUTY HOURS

1FLOWN IN THE NIAGARA AREA. SEVEN ROAD CUTS, 18 SECONbARY

 SCHEDULED INTO THE NIAGARA AREA. ONE SORTIE WAS DIVERTED

"7, 68 ELSEWYHERE IN QUANG TRI FROViﬁCE CONTACT

ITIATED LIMITED ATTACKS NORTHWEST OF

8. 5 ARTILLERY FIRE SUPPORT FOR KHE SANH CONSISTED

9. (8Y A TOTAL OF 315 TACTICAL AIR SORTIES WERE
FIRES, DAMAGE TO TWO MILITARY STRUCTURES AND TWO TRUCKS
AND DESTRUCTION OF FOUR MILITARY STRUCTURES AND THREE
"TRUCKS WAS OBSERVED, TACTICAL 'AIR SORTIES PLANNED FOR

10, &3 THERE WERE SIX ARC LIGHT STRIKLS (36 SORTIES)

11. 455 A SHAU VALLEY SLAR,AND PHOTO MISSIONS REPORTED
GRea— \\gﬁ\‘h

CidG -Lecerw e A RADARZ.
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—m INFORMATION

THE WHITE HOUSE

- ' . Saturday, Mar@ 30, 1968

10:45 a,m. o . :

' o Mr. President: 2 .

P " At Khe Sanh-DMZ-A Shau:

i --- 56 rounds enemy incoming;
' ‘e~ 1,626 rounds friendly;

B remain satisfactory level;
LS h S rFse 0 -- 315 tactical sorties, plus
L TR . 36 B-52's;

. -~ weather generally good,

You should know Bus Wheeler was
a bit annoyed with CIA this morning for
calling enemy shelling (56 rou.ﬁds) heavy,
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- “ -- 223 tons resupply; supplies ——
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