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SUBJECT: BOURGUIRA LETLER}IO;HQ CHI MINH
. ’ ey A " - _ -
FOLLOWING 1S ENGLISH TRANSLATIUN HANDED TO ME- BY FOREIGN
MINISTER 'TO PRESIDENT GOURGUIBA'S MESSAGE QF MARCH 2¢ TO

QF fRENCH‘ORIGIjﬁL ANC ENGLISH TRANSLATION BEING POUCHEDS

"MY DEAR MR+ PRESHDENTS
By

PG Em e BRI e TR

"YOU AND- L. ARE-ELDERS -OF THIS HANDFUL™OF “MEN-WHO -HAVE DEVOTE
LTVES TO-LIBERATION -ANDCONSTRUCTION OF. THEIR COUNTRIES. —
OUR STRUGGLE HAS BEENTALMOST AS LONG AS THIS CENTURY AND HAS
NOT YET ENDED BECAUSE OUR IDEALs REESTARLISHMENT QUR COUNTRIES
IN INDEPENDENCE AND DIGNITY AS WELL AS EMANCIPATION OF OTHER

PEOPLES OF THIRD WORLDs NOT YET ACHIEVED. YOU AND I, MR. - e

PRESICENTs HAVE SCUGHT THIS IDEAL TAKING GREATEST ACCOQUNT ;
OF REALITIES! GEOGRAPHIC SITUA_TION‘ QUR COUNTRIES., SOCIAL2 i
CULTURAL AND ECONOMIC LEVEL OUR PEQPLES AND INTERNATIONAL e

BALANCE QF POWER. THIS, NO DOUBT, 1S REASON WHY.» HAVING :
MADE PROGRESS TOWARDS QUR OBJECTIVE THROGH WAYS S0 DIVERGENT»

WE GIVE IMPRESSION OF BEING IN OPPOSITE CAMPSSe i

ACH TFIUS-HAST

"FALSE IMPRESSIOn, OF COURSE: FHR7ERA , S
CE -AND RESPECT.-HE HaS

PRESZRVED ESSENTIAL: HYIS—INDErEN

Ce Lo
FOR.OTRESI AND I THAT IS WHY T1 "ADDRESS MySELF.TO-YOU AGAIN.AS L007

B _.; : -, .
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ONE“FIGHTERTS ANOTHER»/LAST YEAR, ON OCCASION:VIETNAMESE NEW
YEAR, 1 FORMULATED WISH THAT NEW YEAR SEE AT .'AST RESTORATION
PEACE IN YOUR COUNTRY AND END TO SUFFERINGS “OF VN PEOPLE.
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"1 ADDED: "KNOWING LOFTY PATRIOTIC FEELINGS WHICH HAVE ]
ALWAYS ANIMATED YOUs T TAKE LIBERTY» THIS OCCASIONs ADDRESS
"TO YOU FERVENT APPEAL T‘HAT‘_F TET TRUCE BE PRELUDE T0O NATTONAL
RECONCILIATION AND TQ ESTABLISHMENT OF ENDURING PEACE".

. K Y :

"I7AY CONVINCES™THAT BZYOND ANV TDEOUOSTCAL CONSTRERATION,

YOU WILL NOT SPARE ANY EFFORTwFAVORMAND&ENEhUﬁXEE:KtIﬁﬁﬁSSIEIﬁTTIES:

OF "HONORABLE. SOLUTTION"W ™ -

"NEGOTIATION CONSTITUES ONLY WaY -L'I-KEL'Y: TO PUT END TO

 SUFFERINGS OF YN PEGPLEs RESTORE PEACE TO VN AND PRESERVE
SECURITY SOUTH EAST ASIA AND WQRLD™e =~ ’

: i
A R -

/ J . - -
"I THINK T'EIND MEANING OF YOUR STRUGGLE AND FEELINGS WHICH
ANIMATE YOU SUMMED: UP IN ANSWER YOU WERE KIND ENOUGH _To SEND ME

| ON THENTY=THIRD OF FEBRUARY 1967, I™WAVE™STUSIED HiSTGRY YOUR? .

PEOPLE-AND-KNOW THETR EXCEP TIONAL ENDURANCE AND.-GREAT- LOVE .0F.
.LIBERTY. [ ALSO TAKE INTO ACCOUNT WHAT ‘GEOBRARPHIC.-SITUATION.~~

g 7 VIETNAM IMPOS £S UPON_YOU. """
. ,.,:‘f : : _\}_.__._,-_u S— .
B . \’/"/“.‘:)

Pl 8 B LD R ngpmyn om Sy emee s, T : : -

' "I OALSO KNOWTUSKS TMEN WHOTGOVERN TTHAT COUNTRYZ TTHEIR
PSYCHOLCGY "AND THETR "TMPERATIVES OF "INTERNAL AND EXTERNAL-~,
POLICIES»-I; FORGET NEIGHER AMERICAN REVOLUTION», NOR GENEROUS.
EMANCIPATING AND UNIVERSALIST IDEAS WHICH USA DEFENDED JUST
AFTER FIRST WORLD WAR, NOR EMINENT ROLE WHICH THEY PLAYED IN
LAST GREAT WAR WHEN -PRINCIPAL HUMAN VALUES WHICH MAKE UP PRICE
CF LIFE SEEMED ON VERGE REING SUBMERGED BY MERCILESS BARBARISM
OF NAZIS AND JAPANESE WARLORDSs I"CANNGT FORGET EITHER THATH?®
EVEN MORE--RECENT{ Yo USAHAS PLAYED DECTSIVE ROLETINTERVENTING .
WITH GHNZALLIES.TC.EAVOR-DECOLON{ZATLION -CF-GREAT- NUMBER. OF  PEOPLES
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OF AFRICA AND ASTAs | - aﬁﬁ,g

wIT g SEEME-TD-ME~ONE-CANNOT.-- FORGET "THIS" FUNDAHLNTAE"FACT
<IEVIN WHEN ONZy CLIKE YOU. AT WAR:NIIH USA»,

“TAKING INTO CONSICERATION. ALL: THAr "AND WHERE POLITICAL" :
AND- MILITARY. SITUATION IN SQUTH VIETNAM STANDS» TAKING ALSO INTO .
ACCOUNT STATE OF WORLD AND AMERTCAN OPINION, I“DFEM*1w~MANDAT0RY:'
SZTODAY-MORE THAN EVER- BEFORFJHJO 'SPARE- NO-EFFORT TO SEEK, —™ '
HQNC ACthPOLITICAu “WAY - ~OF. CG'“LILT WHICH.IS. D;VAS.ATING

/’ ¢ .,
! 5

y M{.r LN |r-\’/l/ﬂ TN TP B I'" Ao J:‘ ?" T
R Ll e e e T e

CAVIETNAMGT IN‘MIL' ARYTFIELD, DA ATYALVICTORTES AR “POSSIRLE}: 8UT,
S FTOTAL-VICTORY.. I°"N01.JI KNOWs QF COURSE, SQMg CDNSIDER MILITARY

DP:RATIDNo AS _ONE OF _ELEMENTS orF SYCHOLOGICAL HAR _WHICH,. IF,

1T LABTS Thp LON“ NITHOUI“DELISIVL RESULTS,. CAN LEAD: AV:RAGL
M'—'F’TC N‘TU‘-L‘“EARIN'-S “AND-H18 GOVEHM“E\I: -T.O-. Dl‘.CIDE TO: “ABAlyDON
CON TEST & T c: b

sy '5.—-.-.........,?

" ONE SHOULD FEAR » AND: A RESPONSIBLE. LEADER OUGHT T0. ENVISAGE

THIS POSSIBILITY = TRAT " SUCH A CALCULATION -MIGHT NOT " o

PROVE.- RIGHT-"REAS”VI\G BY"AMALOGY IS NOT "ALWAYS "CORRECT:

JREACTIONS OF "& GREAT: PEOPLE ARE -NOT- EASILY PREDICTIBLE;" AND NO
TMATTER: WHAI"ONEM&AYS) ‘HIEZTORY DOES NOT REPEAT LTSELF w7

wlL,E n\ ONE, HOdLD ADD- JH T oVICTORY A ERTEVED LN SUCH‘“ : -

CONDITIONS, ™DVER MEAFER. TIGER™ AMEQICA, WILLTBE NEITHER TIN™™
f”Iﬁ;L1:ST GF WORLD wHog_ BALAﬁCh WoulD - B UPSET NORTIN™ THAT 0¢4¢HE

“VN. PEOPLE WHD~ wouLa HAVE' Woh VICTDRY BUI”ACH EVED NEITHER :
,gyohegma-Nc; NOR PEACE.. -

"EORy IT IS ORVIOUSJ THAT WAR OF. VN HAS NOW 48 & STAKE
SOMETHING WHICH GOES BEYOND VIETNAM ITSELF. YOU ARE; MR »

RﬂCm—éﬁﬁ%HM@#%wbP%¢V+“%“G"@—R—G_J

PRESIDENT IN 8ETTER POSITION THAN ANYEGDY ELSE TO FEEL INTER=

FERENCES OF THE CLASSICAL COLD WAR EETWEEN USSR AND USA COMPLICATED

. BY'IDEOLOGICAL_AND POLITICAL CONFLICT NHICH OPPOSES RED CHINA TO
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" USSR

CWUNDER THESE CIRCUMCTANC $. HIGHER INTER & '
EST op VNs CONCERN
13 gRESERVE ITS INDEPENDENCE FOR TODAY AND TQMORROW, IMPERATIVE
PARE 1TS YOUTH S0 AS TO SET IT TO TASKS OF RECONSTRUCTION,

- NECESSITY TO KEEP_OREN..DOOR_OF CODDERATION WITH ALL GREAT

" POWERS, ALLATh“Ht“C”NSIDEaﬁultNo & MfLITATE INTFAVOR

OF TEARLY POLITICAL SOLUTIDM WHICH HA‘ GNLYMR”SULT’FRGM'ﬂ/

”E“Q*I*TIGN WITHOUY SUMIUTAY ING PRECONDTT
— [ S I S IK ”\
-Bﬁ;.,?_..)‘q ENTE =0 A APITULATIU\J., ! *J Or\ L EL.Y -

"I FEAR I Wl THE MEN ;- IFWPROrESS“Dr”'
prugma.,gujNO?mSThﬁ.Fu w,w»;w QE”T*frw WEEKS» ~GREATER
MISFORTUNES BEFALLIVNTAND SE4. I EVEN'FEAR PRESENT ‘WORLD
EQUILIARIUM o WMICH-T-RECDZNTZE T8 AT T INES UNJUST aNg: <

e o

i Py
REQ’NAI\zhL FuH SOME- COUNIQ.MC‘ u NHTCHW
- AND BEEING UNEOF BAS;S ow WHIOHT ]
UE h,-__-_. LEE AR MDC‘ FRONTAT =0m wr« CH- AOULD SOON ‘BECOM™
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SUBJECT: BOURGUIBA LETTER.TU“HO cHI MINK

UNEQH?RQggﬁﬁggjﬁﬂgj{ngH{CHmSNALbWCOUNTRIES”T%YOURS?WS“WELE}TWY Lo
QSWMJNE~»THOULD“tQSE:IHEJRM:NDEPENDENCE“AND“ﬁANKTND“MDST”DF*TTs :
ACHIEVEMENTSwmmin | :

o : A " o P L
"YOU AREs MRs PRESIDENT. RESPECTED DExN OF CHIEFS OF B
SLATE OF THIRD WORLOw-Ali THROUGH YOUR LONG CAREER YOU HMAVE P
SHOWN, MORE THAN ONCEs YOU KNOW HOW NOT TO GO TOQ FAR« TO P
TAKE INTO CONSIDERATION PSYCHDLOGY OF ADVERSARYs TO ACCEPT ; '
COMPRIMISE EVEN THOUGH ALL OF ONE'S OBJUECTIVES NOT YET REACHEDS
'TO AIM BEYOND WAR ATYCOOPERATION, TO BASE INDEPENDENCE ON

- FLF'u-G-S---E »“%r}"_’\'/f\r) '-»..1:’:4:_,: WRos L = O IO . . _ ’ , , Vo
(STRENGTH OF INTERNAL FRONT BUT ALSO ON BALANCE BETWEEN EXTERNAL SR S
GREAT POWERS, THAT Ig DIFFICULT COURSE WHICH YOU AND I 'HAVE . % E
TRODEN AND WHICH, IN DIFFERENT CONTEXTSs MAS YIELDED CONe. o
CLUSIVE RESULTS. - - ‘ , : .

.

"#FM*?ODAmxsHGUCH:EETTQTINSQREIiﬁoRim&REUIC$K§EE:EQIPRE+Tfm 5 D
lGEEUBjIY‘OE:Nym{xinEﬁgNQENCEﬁﬂFﬂSOUIHjANDT?OSS{ﬁLtiIfMIHAEmg S
gﬁoTH“THESE“CQUN?Rig?:ﬁﬁK:QNEﬁDAY;REUNITE“THROUGH“PEACEEMHZE oo

”EKNS?:O“EdSHbUﬁDﬁAESPafi;THINKaQSEEuTowTT~TﬁﬁIZﬁ9:ﬁREAI, :
FOWERHCOULD*EXTENDTHEGEMONrfOVER1mgBIﬁ:mND:%quH@wwomTHus L
DISRUAT-CAUILTIBRIUM OF ~THE--WORLD & o T

s

"COUNTRIES NEIGHBORING VIETNAM SHOULD NOT BE SUSJECTED

4 ;
. - - e e g g i
- Tf . . [ '

: ;o : ot 3
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"IT APPEARS. TO ME THESE OBJECTIVES ARE REASONABLE AND

ACCEPTABLE TO YOURSELFs TO ALL VIETNAMESE OF SQUTH AND OF

NORTH WHO CARE FIRST AB0OUT INDEPENDENCE THEIR :COUNTRY, AS
WELL AS - | <u*'%%; ST

ST
TO USAe ALL I KNOW AROUT YOUs DECLARATIONS OF YOUR

- GOVERNMENT AND THOSE OF FNL LEADERSs ALL I KNOW ABOUT AMERICAN .

LEADERS AND THEIR DECLARATIONS AUTHORIZE ME TO THINK THAT

S

"CONDITIONS FOR FRUITFUL NEGOTTATIONEXIST TODAY ON THESE BASES.

£ A

RS RUDRRR Tt B GGy

PIT 1S OBVIOUS THAT US AND OTHER GREAT POWERS HAVE HOPED

TO CONTROL NORTH OR, SOUTH OF VIETNAM To PREVENT IT FROM FALLIN
UNDER CONTROL OR INFLUENCE OF OTHER GREAT POWERSe TODAY, ONE
MAY HOPE THAT AN INDEPENDENT VYN» FREE FROM ALL FOREIGN
OCCUPATION,” WOULD 8E FOR’THESE POWERS, ACCEPTABLE SOLUTION
BECAUSE IT DOES-NOT UESET'EGUILIBRIUM TO WHICH THEY ARE

ATTACHED |

b | | | ,
"I PSR THAT-BY- CONTINUING-WaR-ONE CANNOT TR A TN ANY. =y

OYHER OBJECTIVE s CONSEQUENTLY; ONE SHOUL DS WITHOUT LOSING
ONE MORE DAY, ENTER INTO NEGOTIATION. QUESTIONS OF PROGEDURE

5 BECOMEgSECON%A@Y EVEN IF THEY PRESENT IMPORTANT MORAL ASPECTS

"WAR LIKE ONE WHICH TAKING PLACE IN YOUR COUNTRY CAN ONLY

b ety

END THROUGH”NEGOTIATIQNiVﬁNggNEGOTIKTTUMMMEﬁNS“RECTﬁﬁDcAE??
CONCESSIONS;KNDfKCCERTANCE;BY,EACH_onPARTiss O~“TAKE—INTQ

 ACCOUNT  HONOR,~SELFRESPECT.ZAND "IMPERATIVES GF OTHER. [F

SUCH IS ALSO YOURFEELING AND THAT OF YOUR GOVERNMENT, WOULD

G

I7 NOT BE POSSIBLE Tg PUT LESS EMPHASIS ON THAT WHICH IS AFTER
- ALL SECONDARY « THE CONDITIONS OF NEGOTIATIONS = AND MQRE ON '

. THAT WHICH IS ESSENTIAL® THEIR CONTENT?.

-
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oo "ﬁOMwJHATWUSAmREvEXAMINING_JIShypr0t¢cy¢:$yCH'ATtrﬁﬁEE;ﬁﬁF v i
b IT--APPEARS. .POSSIBLE .TO YOU, COULD. PAY QFF, IT CAULD NOT ONLY ot
: . " DISPEL IMPRESSION WIDESPREAD . IN WORLD = EVEN AMONG YOUR FRIENDS =
; - THAT YQOUR WaAR OBJECTIVES INCLUDE HUMILIATION OF ADVERSARY, BUT

: ALSO THAW SITUATION BY MAKING POSSIBLE PRENEGOTIATIONS WHICH

. WOULD BRIDGE GAP BETWEEN WAR OBJECJIVEﬁ\PF PARTIES. :

O R i S ik i e en

"1 CONSIDER MYSELF YOUR EVERLASTING FRIEND AND THAT OF YOUR

. (COUNTRY OF WHICH I _APPRECIATE. THE TRIALS. ITHAVE "SOME~CRED LT

- INTUS-WHERETTTINTEND OGO NEXT MAYs ALUL-MY LIFEs T HAVE -7 |
.'@£nueHTJFDE:DJGNTEMLOFMMENAANQ;EOOPERAT1oN~aETwEENumamzomgf SR

R e R L U

2 N , -
"WITHOUT SEEKING ANY MEDIATION ROLE OF WHICH T HAVE NO NEED,
1 FEEL CONCERNED FOR FATE. OF“EACH OF PEoPLE gFf THIRD WORLD ; :

AND FOR PEACE WHICH, 'TO MY MINDs' IS INSEPARABLE FROM INDERENDENCE - ! |

| OF EACH COUNTRY AND AT SaMg TIME FROM £QUILIBRIUM OF WORLD . SR

j "I HAVE ALWAYS THOUGHTTHAT INTEREST OF OUR COUNTRIES S
é  AND REQUIREMENTS OUR- TIMES. MAKE IT OBLIGATION FOR Us TO TaKE L
» . INTO ACCOUNT THATCEQUILIBRIUM AND TO PURSUEs IN ORDER TO '

IMPROVE IT., A POLICY-OF-¥DETENTE, ENTENTE AND COOPERATION® Sy |
Y BT . ’ ' . ! i
o . :

Hhnde nn

PARTICULARLY WITH ALL GREAT POWERSs IF THAT EQUILIBRIUM WERE TO

BE UPSET INWFAVOR OF SINGLE POWER AS CONSEQUENCE QF TEST OF

STRENGTH WHICHY INEVITABLY PUTS AT STAKE SELF-RESPECT OF ONE OF
" OTHERS, WOULD ‘NOT VN 3E ITSELF. FiRST VICTIM? ' '

- "THAT IS WHAT LEADS MEs AFTER. DECP THOUGHT, TO SEND YOU S E
. THIS MESSAGE, MR« PRESIDENT, AND WISH RECEIVE _YOUR QWN ANALYSIS. S
- IF YOU WERE TO SHARE MY VIEW, dCOULDL.THEN -UNDERTAKES TN NAME? 1.
0F:¢UNIS1Aﬁ@ﬁ:ﬁ1:§EVEE$QE:QEUJ:ANY;AQIIgﬁ;;ngLX;CONTR;EHTE |
. g}qigggggy¢iNG~wAR~FROchoNTrNUING$IDLBEMONtYMPOtIcY;““ o
"FOR THAT2 BOMBING OF YOUR COUNTRY SHOULD, OF COURSE,
END3 EUTfT?TTS“EGUAtUY“NEGESSARYMTHATmFORMUtAwFOR“SELF?DETERuy_
,WINWIEONLDE;SVN~ANDWFOR“NATIONAL“RECONCILIATION“BE PUTTEORWARD
"NH1CHWwougomspAagﬁlﬁlgREsxs,jNvOLVEDJﬁTZK:"TNTO“KCCOUNTﬁTHg-

dem:IMENmsmwaxzmaffNSUREmqwcapENDEN:E”Oﬁ$¢bﬁﬂiﬁvijt§su£:§>

= l :Ta.'ﬁffkﬁ%'fé'f;f
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i AM CONVINCED THAT, IF SUCH FORMULA”H&%E‘PuTleRwARDJ S
FIGHTING COULD RAPIDLY STOP AND LONG AND HARD STRUGGLE OF . | .|
:§NiEog;§ég#?Cg W:YTFoR PERIOD OF CONSTRUCTION AND PEACE, e
I _ ‘OF THIS STRUGGLE TO W YOUR y i
CTay L BECT JRuseLE TO WHICH YOUR NAME ‘WILL \
AN | _
"AND TO CLOSE ALLOW MEs MRo PRESIDENT, ' :
A o PRE EXTEND 8EST WISRES . -
AND BROTHERLY GREETINGS TO™YOU AND PEOPLE oF VIETNAHo"HE -

GPwie RUSSELL

.o X . =

L . ‘_ - . . ‘3 ;_ ; . H”:. .4" I 1
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