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My. Prosident:

At Tab A 1s an intsrestiag MACY assessment of the proportion
of North Vistnamsse streagth ia the South: im mansuver and combat
support units over 75%.. |

: At Tab B is a rather remarkable table that I had Axt McCafferty
assemble {rom documents, dlaries, and priscnsrs of war. It shows
the decline in unit strength for a number of enemy formations on which
we had firm svidence. To my surprise, it turned out wa had evidenca oa
44% of the North Vieinamese units in South Viataam.

In March they were 52% under strength, If we project this to all
North Vistoamese fighting in the South, it implles that they had lost by
March about 44, 000 men - this aside from VC main fores losses,
guerrillas, etc. Losses of thls kind would explain why MACYV feels that
"'the majority of groups are needed and seem to be destined for servica
as raplacements.™ _
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SUBJECT: MACYV J-2 Assessment of Current Iniiltrztion :
~ Dument® 5/
- Current infiltration will accelerate a long term trend in which
the balance of enemy forces in South Vietnam are shifting from Viet Cong
to Norih Vietnamese Army. In May of 1965, the Norik Vietnamese Army ' ;
-contributed 4 percent of enemy in-country strength -- now they are 33 ' |

percent; and in maneuver and combat support units alone coraprise ovex
.75 percent., ' ‘ ~

N ——————

‘ North Vietnamese Army personrel predominate in many units o
-otherwise identified as Viet Cong. For example, Viet Cong rallier Colonel |
Dan stated the Viet Cong 9th Division was 80 percent North Vietnamese,
wkhkich closely matches our own estimate of NVA/VC ratic for that unit,

While the expansion.of the number of North Vietnamese Army
- fighting troops in South Vietnam is manifest, it does not seern to represent
a major expamsion of the force structure. While there are undoubtedly a
‘few units engaged in the current infiltration, tre majority of groups are
:needed and seem to be destined for service as replacements. The only
recent North Vietnamese Army elements to appear are the 209th (320th)
Regiment in the B-3 Front, the 27tk Independent Regiment in I Corps, and
a few Battalions. ' . :

‘ We believe that what might appear as ar expansion of Nortk Victmamese
\rmy forces in South Vietnam actually refiects the enemy’s need to draw
- more replacements from the north in compensation for decreased ability to
recreil in Scuth Vietnam,
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