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ON JUNE ~1 fl£tftRAL CAO 'IAN vu:n. !'IINISTEil OF D::;t~ISEf 

CONVENED A MEETING ~r T~E ARMtO FORCES COUNCIL. THE ~lLITARY 

LEADERS KAD VANT£D ONLY ONE PRESIDENTIAL CANDIDAT! 

REPRESENTING THE ARMED FORCts IN THE SEPTEM'3ER ELECTIONS. 

THE MILITARY LEADERS IiAD BEtN UNABLE: TO, PREVENT CHl£FOF, 

STArt NGUYEN VA~ THIZU ~ND PR£MIE~ NGUYEN CAOKY FROM RUNNltm 

INDEPENDENTLY. NOR COULD THEY OECl!l£ !3ET'1EENTliEM. Arm 

THEREFORE DECIDED TO !NDORSE NtITH~qCANDIDATE IN THE 3tLI!F 

THAT THIS ~OULn PREVENT ANY SPLIT IN THE A~~ED FORCES. 

HOWEVER, 11 VAS BtCOMING INCREASINGLY CLEAR THAT FRICTIONS 

'lERE,OEVEl.OPING, PARTICULARLY n~ .1 COftPff. tHIS DISSENSION 

VAS ESPECIALLY DISCO~CiRTING BEC4USE THE CONT~OVERSY DEVELOPING 

OVER .tHE RtTURN or GENERAL' OUOt~ V~N MINK FROM 

THAILAND MAD! IT If!IPltRATlV£ THAT THE ARMID FonCES at UN IF IE!) •. 

. yti.NSAID THAT ME ItAO THEREFOR! cOrlVENED T'4£ ARMED FORCES, 

COUNCIL TO st! IF IT COULD Nor FItro SOME P~ACTICA1. SOLUTION 

-_. TO IKE KY - TiUEU INP!\SSt. 
! ' 
: '" .' . 

l::,~~:,' THE ARMED FORctS CO\JtICIL FA ILED TO PROD1JC! A SOLt!TIOtl, 

I c:~'Sg GENERAL "lEN AND THE FOUR CORPS CO. t'4!11AND!RS BEGAN A. SERISS 

';;J;'~ OF" MEETINGS WITI( THI£U At~O KY "HIC:~ LASTE!) FOR TIIO DAYS MID 

I twa NIGHTS. TilE MEET lUGS Iff~E VERY tI"!OTIONAl: AND aOTIo{ KY 

AlII) TlitE!J OFFERED TO ~ESIGN. aOV!IJ!R. aE:~ERAL 'l!EN AND . 

" 

TilE CORPS COl'lI'lAMDEl'lS F'!1.T TliAT TIfE ONLY ACC!?TABLE 1I,"y !l'O!! 

TIlE A~"'£il FORCES TO 5ltOW THEIR mlITY "'OULD 8£ TO HAV! 60TH 

I CAalDl1)(lTES an THE SAME TICKET. THEY ?O INTr.!) O'JT 'T'iAT SI~Cf: 

GENIlIJtL THI!U ~f\S SENIOR TO GENERAL KV Itf T'~E HILITM1Y 

HIERARCHI' IT 'ltO'JLO BE IMPOSSIBLE FOR THE ;:'O~!4S:R TO TAI(E ~ECOND 

"LAC~ OH " JOI:~T TtCl(~T. MUCH OF' THE TI"E. rll£JZEFOF::. ~A~ 

SPIt»r CCUVINCI~r; KY TO RUN ON iliE SAM£. nC1<E! W lTH T1H::U4 

KY VAS WILLING TO WITHORAW rnOM TUE R~C£ ENfIlELY, BUT HE 

IVAS .. osr ~E'l.lJcrANT TO BE TIHW'S );!UNNIIIG MATE, 

--~---------
-------



\. 3LA )(1\.) 17 on JUNE: a", GfJlERAI. \'tE/il AGAIN CONY E",e:~ 
Tft! ~1n1[jj ?Mds COUNC IL. GltNERAL TH lEU ~OORtSSro THE COUNctt 

;1E~9E?S ,1\~IO TOLO THEM rUAr A OECISION H~O BEEN !1ADE TI4I\'r 

! 
I , 

HE ~ND KY YOULD ~u~ TOGETHER ON 4 JOINT rICKET ~IT~ HL~SZL~ 

IN t'iE TOP POST. THE ANNOUNC~l'!E"'T, liAS a~EETEO 'HT:i APPLAUSE. 
THIEU TOLD THE MEMBERS OF' TliE COUNCIL THAT IF 'it '4£ll~ ~:;CT!D . 

P~ESI~ENT IT ~AS THt ARM£1 FOR ,5 ~A I ~ A~ ~T 

HI:: WO!JI..!l ::X!CUTE THEIR . 0 ~ 

~ ~ ~~", A ~_ 

,A ~ C" ~E OF COLONELS ~ND LIEUT!N~NT COLONELS ~OULn 
8E ESTMLISHED 1.MI'IEDIATELY TO !tISU.TfE A STRONG REPRESENnTIOl'l 

OF ARMED FORCES JFFICERS ~NO THEI~ SUPPORTERS IN THE UPP!K AND 
LOWER KO'JSES •. .. , 

, 

. AFTER TJ.lIS JU~IE 3~ :4EETINfl. 1~OST OF TIi! !t!!'I9ERS OF T:iE 

i . COUNCIL PiU'IAT::U EXPClESSED T1-I5: I/1!V THAT A VERY CRITIC,'\l. 

, PERIOD LAY AHEAD ;~~ $4:0;\lI:'Y :"XPECTE:l IN~-e:AgIriG !) IfF'I'=ULTIES 
~:~c.1L1C.q) FROI'! CIVILI,'NS. C_ _ .~. ) <;0 LONG AS rHE~E liAS A ' 

. CHANCE TItAT A CIV AN .. AN IDATt COULD nt~ THt' ELlCT IOt-lS, 
PARTICIPATION BY THE VAST MAJORITY OF THE POPULACE IN THE 
tLECTIONS 'lAS ASSURED. IT IS ~~ow POSSIBLE THAT LARGt: GitOUPS 

I 
:.1 

I 

OF YOTERSMAY ASSTAIN OR BOYCOTT iHE ELECTIONS OR THAT ~y 
CIVILIAN CANDIDATES WILL ~ITHDRAW IN PROTEST. TMERE WILL 
ALSO BE AN INCREASING !.lEI!ANO ay MANY. CIVILIANS FO!l' THE fiE­

TUR~ OF GENERAL OUONG VAN ~mlH. LEAFLETS DEMANDING "IS 

RETuRN IIA 11 E. RECENTLY SEEN SCI\TTER£!) ARGtlNil SAIGON.) 

. 3(~')( l\.) , f I IN ADll ITIDN TO T!UEU· S P!lOFFE~ OF 
, I RESIGAATiOFi (iND tAt CO!fCtRN OVER Tlit POSSIBLE: RETtJRN OF 

.GIttERAL MINK. THE SENIOR, GENERALS VERE 1)ISTURBED 3Y THE 

STEAMROLLER TACTICS or DIRECTOR GENERAL OF NATIONAL POLICE 

BRIGADIER GENERAL. NGUYEN NOOC LOAN ON BEHALF OF GENERAL KY •. 
'tHE SENIOR QENERAL mlDOU8TEDLY VERE CONC~NEO TMAT A KY-
LOAN TEA" ~IGMr BECOME so POYERFUL THAt' THEIR,O¥tI INTERESTS 
1f0lJLD BE THREATE:."IEO. IN CONTRAST, " THIEU-!(Y TEAM REPRESENTING 
THE COLLECTIVE 1ILL OF tHE ~ILITARY PRESENTS AN ATTENUATED • 
TH~£At TO THE 3£NERALS.) 
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