=33 op MEETINGS WITH THIEU AND XY WMICH LASTED FOR TWO DAYS
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FOLLOWING IS aN INTERESTING ACCOUNT oF T
MEETING THAT PICKED THE THIEU=XY SLATE.

l T - .

ON JUNE 27 GEMNERAL CAO YaN VIEYN, MINISTER OF DEFENSE,
CONVENED & MEETING OF THE ARMED FORCES COUNCILe THE NILITARY
LEADERS HAD WANTED ONLY ONE PRESIDENTIAL CaND IDATS
REPRESENTING THE ARMED. FORCES IN THE SEPTEM3ER ELECT IONSe
THE MILITARY LEADERS HAD BEEN UNABLE TO PREVENT CHIEF OF
STATE NGUYEN VAN TH1ZU AND PREMIER NGUYEN CAOQ XY FROM RUNNING
INDEPENDENTLYs NOR COULD THEY DECIDE SETWEEN THEM, AND
THEREFORE DECIDED TO TNDORSE NEITHER CANDIDAIE IN TME 3ELIEF
THAT THLIS WOUuLD PREVENT ANY SPLIT IN THE ARMED FORCES.
HOMEVER, IT VAS RECOMING INCREASINGLY CLEZAR THAT FRICTIONS
YERE. DEVELOP ING, PARTICULARLY IN I CORPS. THIS DISSENSION
vAS ESPECIALLY DISCONCERT ING BECAUSE THE CONTROVERSY DEVELOPING
OVER THE RETURN OF GENERAL' DUQHG VAN MINM FROM E S
THAILAND MADE IT IMPERATIVE THAT THE ARMED FORCES BE INIFIED.
-¥IEN SAID THAT HE MAD THEREFORE CONVENED TYE ARMED FORCLS.
cOuNCIL TO SEE IF IT COULD NOT FIND SOWE PRACTICAL SOLUTION

.- 10 THE XY - THIEY IMPASSE

. i [HE ARMED FORGES COUNCIL FAILED TO PRODUCE A SOLUTIOM, Lo

'ﬁsc GENERaL VIEN AND THE FOUR CORPS COMMANDERS BEC AN A.SERI%S
AN

TWa NIGHTS. THE MEET INGS WERE VERY £MOTIONAL AND 80TH Y |

AND THIEY OFFERED T0 ESIBN. HOYEVER, QEHERAL VIEN AND

IHE CORPS COWMANDERS FELT THAT THE ONLY AGCCEPTABLE waY FOR

THE aRMED FORCES TO SHOW THEIR UMITY §ouLD BE TO HAVE BOTH u,

CANDIDATES AN THE SAME TICKET. THEY POINTED oyT THAT SINCE

GENERAL THIZY WAS SCNIOR TO GENERAL KY IN TME MILITARY

BIERARCHY IT %OULD BE IMPOSSIBLE FOR THE sORMER TO TAKE SECONWD

PLACE ON p JOINT TICXET. MUCH OF THE TINE, TREREFOFE, WAl

SPENT CCNVINCING ¥Y TO RUN OB THE SAME TICKET WITH THIZUs

KY WAS WILLING TO WITHORAW FROM THE RACE ENTIRELY, BUT ARE

NAS MOST RELUCTANT T0 BE TRIEU®S RUNNINMG MATE.
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| O% JUNE 32, GEMERAL VIEK AGAIN COMVENEDR
. THE ARALY FOHGES COUNCIL. GENERAL THIEU ADDRESSED THE COUNCIL \

AEMBERS AND TOGLD THEM THAT A DECISION HaD BEEN MADE TUAT

HE AND XY YOULD RuN TOGETHER ON A JOINT TICKET WIT4 HIMSCILF

IN THE TGP POST. TilE ANNOUNGCEMENT. wAS QREETED 4ITH APPLAUSE,

, THIEY TOLD THE MEMBERS OF THE COUNCIL THaT IF {E WERE ZLEICTED
L PRESIDENT 1T WAS THE ARMED FORCZS THA Qi uLE aND THAT
' IXTOUTE THEIR POLICY,.

- THAT A CONi 7% OF COLONELS aND LIEUTENANT COLONELS WOULD
BE ESTARL ISHED IMAEDIATELY TO INSURE A STROMG REPRESENTATICN

!  " OF ARMED FORCES JFFICERS AND THEIR SPPORTERS IN THE UPPER AND
i LOVER MO'SES.. :

| AFTER THIS JUYE 38 MESTING, WOST OF THE NEN3ERS OF T4
' COUNCIL PRIVATELY EXPRESSED THE VIV THAT A VERY CRITICAL

j4) PERIOD LAY AHEAD £y £XPECTED INCREASING DIFFICULTIES
.3(a FROM CIVILIANS, . SO LONG AS THERE was a. -
. CHANCE THAT A CIVILIAN CANDIDAIS COULD #IN THE- ELECT TONS,

. PARTICIPATION BY THE VAST MAJORITY OF THE POPULACE IN THE.

| SLECTIONS 'YAS ASSURED. IT IS 4O¥ POSSIBLE THAT LARGE GROUPS

: OF VOTERS MAY ASSTAIN OR B0YCCTT THE ELECTIONS OR THaAT YEY

L CIVILIAN CANDIDATES VILL WITHDRAV IN PROTEST. THERE WILL

| ALSO BE AN INCREASING DEMAND 3Y MANY CIVILIANS FOR THE RE-
TURN OF GENERAL DUONG VAN MINH, LEAFLETS DEMANDING HIS

RETYRN HAVE RECENTLY BEEN SCATTERED AROUND SAIGONe)

' IN ADDITION TO THIEU®S PROFFER OF

| RESTGNATION AND THz CONCEIRN.QVER TME POSSIBLE RETURN OF

a GENERAL MINH, THE SENIOR GENERALS VERE DISTURBED 3Y TMHE
STEAMROLLER. TACTICS QF DIRECTOR GENERAL OF NATIONAL POLICE
BRIGADIER GENERAL. NGQUYEN NGOC LOAN ON BEHALF OF QENERAL KXYe.
"TME SENIOR GENERAL UNDOUBTEDLY YERE CONCEZRNED THAT A XY= ‘

t LOAN TEAM MIGHT BECOME SO POYERFUL THAT THEIR QYN INTERESTS

: 4OULD BE THREATENED, IN CONTRAST, A THIEU=-XY TEAM REPRESENTING
THE COLLECTIVE ¥ILL QF THE MILITARY PRESENTS AN ATTENUATED .
THREAT TO THE JENERALS.)
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