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FOLLOWING IS THE naer SITUATION REPORT ¢Ho. 5: ON TMZ = N
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PRESIDENTI&L CANDIUATES, PﬁPTICULnRLY THE HINDR ONES, ATE
~BEGINNING TO COMMENT ON OTHER CANDIDATES AND, TO A LESSER
zxrzwr. ON ISSUES, TWO OR THREE MINOR CANDIDATES ARE QUOTED T
“#S CALLING FOR THIEY®S AND KY*S RESIGNATIONS FROM THEIR QFFI1CIAL:
~POSITIONS "IN CONFORMITY WITH THE ELECTORAL LAW®. OTHER '
HINOR CA“DISRTES CALL FOR THE iITHDRAﬂAL OF CERTAI“ CIUILIAN
COHPETITORS. Fe

" i TRUONG THANM, THE PRESIDENTIAL CANDIDATE VHOSE MOTTO 1S -
" "CEASE FIRE" AND WHOSE CANPAIGN SYMBOL 1S "NO BORE BOMBS®, IS T
“RECEIVING SOME PUBLICITY IN THE AMERICAN PRESS. AND WILL UNDOUBTEDLY
BET MORE.. THANN IS QUOTED IN THIS MORNING®S VASHINGTON POST AS
SAYING THAT HE IS THE. ONLY CANDIDATE OFFERING AN ALTERNATIVE TO _
. ESCALATION. ‘HE EXPRESSED CONCERN FOR H1S OWN PHYSICAL SAFETY, AND
‘SAID KIS BEST GUARANTEE IS THE AMERICAN PRESS. IN & CONVERSATION -
-WITH A CIA SOURCE, THANM SAID TMAT YIS BASIC POLICY IS TO CREATE |
gognﬁgxons connuc:vz TO A.CEASE-FIRE IN VIET-NAM. HE DIDN'T B

AY HOV. © .

NGTIOHAL ASSEHBLY CHAIRHAN AHD PRESIJENTIAL CANDIDAT?

PHAN XMAC SUu TOLD AN EMBASSY OFFICER HE WAS STRONGLY OPPOSED

TO" THE RETURN OF “31G" MINM. ACCORDING TC SyU, MINH HAS NO .-
REAL CHANCE OF YINNING THE ELECTION 3UT IS CAPABLE OF “CaUSING MANY
‘DIFFICULTIES®. SUU EMPMASIZED, HOWEVER, THAT HE COULD NOT TAKE -
THIS POSITION PUBLICLY. SUYW SAID, IF MINH®S RETURN WOULD

- REALLY BE HARMFUL TG NATIONAL SEZCURITY, THE DIRECTORATE SHOULD PUBLICLY
ANNOUNCE “ALL THAT IS HIDDEN BEMIND GENERAL MINN®S AFFAIR", ‘

Suy INDICATED HE wOULD WELCOME MINH*S DISQUALIFICATION BY THE

CENTRAL ELECTION COUNCIL, SUY CLAIMED THE THIEU-KY TICNET WOULD

" STRENQTHMEN HIS OWN CHANMNCE FOR VICTNRY, AND TMAT HANY OF XY*S

FORMER SUPPORTERS ARE NOW LOCXING FOR OTHER CANDIDATES TO 3ACY.
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COMMENT

| OF STAEXPECT THE AMERICAN PRESS TO FOCUS.ON THE GROVING NUMSEZR -
OF STATEMENTS BY PRESIDENTIAL CANDIDATES, MAJOR AND MINOR, IN THE = . .

" WEEXS ANEAD, THE CANDIDATES WILL CERTAINLY SOLICIT AMERICAN s

- PRESS ATTENTION, S SR ST RN L

5 pqad/E EMBASSY BELIEVES THAT Suy OVERESTIMATES KIS
| 7w THAT SOUTHERN CIVILIAN CANDIDATES ARE §ORRIED & - .. - ..
.- -BBOUT MINH'S CANDIDACY, OBVIOUSLY THT EASY yAY OUT FOR Syy - -~/ -
" 14YOULD SE TO LET THE DIRECTORATE ASSUNE RESPONSIBILITY FOR BARRING NINH,
L% THIEY AND XY PROSABLY §ILL NOT RESIGN FROM.THELR - .~ = .. -
»a}ngVERNHQ&IﬁD;POSITIQNS.~ﬁLTHQHBHgﬂEHANQﬁ’?ﬁﬁﬁxﬂiﬁ‘TO Do s wILL -
- 3L MADE REPEATEDLY. THE LAW DOES NOT REQUIRE THEY RESIGN FRON .~ . 5.
THEIR POSTS IN THE GOVERNMENT, ‘BUT ONLY THAT "TNEY.RESIGN OR GO oN LEAVE .
OF ABSENCE FROM THEIR MILITARY POSTS, .on." < e A S
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