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HEREVITH THE VICE PRESIDENT REPORTS HIS DISCUSSION WITH THE
VIETNAMESE DELEGATION IN SEQUL.

le FOLLOWING IS MEMORANDUM OF CONVERSATION AT SEQUL,
KOREA, JULY 1, 1967 BETWEEN VICE PRESIDENT HUMPHREY
AND GENERAL PHAM XUEN CMIEU, SECRETARY=-GENERAL OF THE
NATIONAL LEADERSHIP COMMITTEE OF SOUTH VIET-NAM,
PRESENT ON THE AMERICAN SIDEs THE VICE PRESIDENT,
AMBASSADOR PORTER, MR, VAN DYX, COLONEL SECKINGTON,
MR. REILLY, MR, JEROME STENGER ¢INTERPRETER).

ON THE SOuTH VIETNAUESE SIDEs GENERAL CHIEU, MINISTER

. OF LCONOMY AND FINANCE HANM, AND CHARGE KIEUa
“ 2 THE VICE PRESIDENT ASKED GENERAL CHIEU IF HE HaD ANY

INFORMATION THAT WOULD BE HELPFUL TO A BETTER UNDERSTANDING
OF LAST NIGHT®S ANNOUNCEMENT OF POLITISAL CHANGES IN

'SAIGON, GENERAL. CHIEU SAID THAT HE HIMSELF WAS NOT WELL
- INFORMED ON THIS LATEST CHANGE. HE HAD READ ABOUT IT IN

THE NEWIPAPER. HE BELIEVES THAT WHAT VE ARE SEEING 1S AN

~ EFFORT T0 ASSYRE CONTINUED UNITY IN THE ARMED FORCES OF

SOUTH VIETNAM. THE VICE PRESIDENT ASKED IF THE JOINT

CANDIDACY OF GENERAL THIEU AND PREMIER KY ANNOUNCED LAST

NIGHT, WOULD RESULT IN SOME AGREED DIVISION OF AUTHORITY :
BETWEEN THE TWO MEN IN THE NEW GOVERNMENT, DID THE VICE PRESIDENT
OF VIETNAM HAVE ANY ADMINISTRATIVE AUTHORITY UNDER THE SOUTH
VIETNANESE CONSITUTION? GENERAL CHIEU REPLIED THAT THE

VICEZ PRESIDENT WOULD HAVE THE AUTHORITY DELEGATED TO HIM BY

' THE PRESIDENT. THIS WOULD BE AN AGREEMENT, ME SAID, BETWEEN

THE T¥0 MEN AND ONE WHICH ME FELT WOULD BE MADE IN THE FUTURE.
THE VICEZ PRESIDENT ASXED IF IT WOULD BE POSSISLE THAT THE
VIETNAMESE VICE PRESIDENT BY AGREEMENT MIGHT HAVE SOME
ADMINISTRATIVE AUTHORITY AND GENERAL CHIEU REPLIED YES.

THE VICE PRESIDENT THEN NOTED THE CONCERNS OF OUR

QOVERNMENT VIS-A-V1S DEVELOPMENT OF REPRESENTATIVE GOVERNMENT
IN SOUTH VIETNAM, 4E BELIEVE VERY STRONGLY, ME SAID, THAT :
THE MILITARY MUST REMAIN UNITED., WE ALSO 3ELIEVE IT IMPERATIVE
THAT IN THE NEXT TWO MONTHS THERE 3E AN ACTIVE POLITICAL.
CAMPAIGN CULMINATING IN HONEST ELECTIONS. WE ARE CONCERNED

 THAT IN THE NEW GOVERNMENT, FOLLOVING THE SLECTIONS, THERE OE
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SUSSTANTIAL CIVILIAN PARTICIPATION. 4 FAIR ELEGTION |
41TH THE YIDEST POSSIBLE PARTICIPATION OF THE PEOME 13
IMPERATIVE, HE SAID, NOT ONLY FOR DEMOCRATIG DEVELOPMENT

IN SOUTH YIETNAM, BUT. ALSO FOR THE MAINTENANCE OF SUPPORT
IN AMERICA FOR QUR EFFORT IN VIETNAM, ' :

GENERAL CHIEU SAID Hls GOVERNMENT ALSO FULLY RECOGNIZED THE
NECESSITY FOR AN HONEST anND FAIR ELECTORAL PROCESS. KE

NOTED THE ABSENCE IN SCUTH VIETNAM OF POLITICAL ORGANIZATION.
OF PARTIES. THIS MADE. POLITICAL. PROCESS MORE_DIFFICULT.

ANOTHER DIFFICULTY ¥AS COMMUNIST INFILTRATION OF SUCH
POLITICAL AND RELIGIOUS GROUPINGS AS DID EXIST, THE VICE
PRESIDENT THEN ASKED GENERAL CMIEY WHO HE THOUGHT WERE THE
LEADING CIVILIAN CANDIDATES FOR THE PRESIDENGCY. GENERAL
CHIEY REPLIED THAT BECAUSE 50UTH VIETNAMESE SOCIETY wAS so
“DISPERSED™ THERE WERE NO LEADING CIVILIAN CANDIDATES,

THE VICE PRESIDENT ASXED ABOUT_GENERAL_DUONG VAN MINH.. _ .
GENERAL CHIEU REPLIED, "THEY WILL.NOT LET HIN BACK.™ THE
YICE PRESIDENTY "WHY NOT?™ QENERAL CNIEUS ™1 DONCS' KNOW™,
GENERAL CHIEU THEN NOTED THAT 918 MINH NaS GREAT PERSONAL

POPULARITY BUT NO POLITICAL ORGANIZATION: BERTAR HIN, ANBASSADOR |

PORTER INTERJECTED AT THIS POINT TO ASKX IF IT WERE
CORRECT THAT PERMAPS KIS CANDIDACY WOULD BE PERMITTED
IN ABSENTIAQ GENERAL CHIEU SAID HE DID NOT KNOw,

THE VICE PRESIDENT THEN SAID THAT ME FELT THIS PERIOD .
OF THE NEXT TVO MONTHS yas PROSASLY THE MOST IMPQRTANT PERIOD
IN THE UNITED STATES - SOUTH VIETNAMESE RELATIONSHIPS TO DATE,
HE FELT THIS ¥AS SO BECAUSE THE PEOPLE OF THE UNITED STATES
WOULD BE WATCHING THE ELECTION CAMPAIGN AND THE ELECT 10N
ITSELF VERY CAREFULLY, HE NOTED THAT THE CONSITUTIONAL

- PROCESS HAS YORKED VELL S0 FAR, REFERRING TO THE ELECTIONS
FOR THE CONSTITUENT ASSEMBLY, THE WORX OF THAT ASSEMBLY IN
DRAFTING THE CONSTITUTION, AND THE SERIES OF LOCaL ELECTIONS
VHICH. HAVE BEEN HELD, ALL OF THIS, HE NOTED, HAS BEEN FuLLY
REPORTED TO THE AMERICAN PEOPLE AND A MATTER OF GREAT INTEREST
TO THEM. THE AMERICAN PEOPLE HAVE FOUND THIS PROGRESS NOT
ONLY PLEASING SUT IN A SENSE SOMEVHAT SURPRISING, THE WHOLE
PROCESS TO DATE HAD SERVED TO STRENGTHEN THE CAUSE OF SQUTH
VIETNAM IN THE EYES OF THE AMERICAN PEGPLE AND THE HAND OF THE

HE SAID

PRESIDENT IN CARRYING OUT THE GOVERNMENT®S POLICY IN SUPPORT oF

SOUTH VIETNAM. THIS IS THE REASON, THE VICE PRESIDENT

SAID, WHY ME HAD SPOKEN SO FRANKLY IN THIS MEETING CONe
CERNING THE IMPORTANCE OF THE FORTHCOMING ELECTIONS. THE

VICE PRESIDENT SAID THAT THE RECENT EXPERIENCE HERE IN

SOYTH KOREA CONTAINED A LESSON. ANY EXCESSES IN THE
FORTHCOMING ZLECTIONS SycH AS UNWARRANTED INTERFERENCE

3Y THE POLICE OR THE MILITARY IN THE ELICTORAL PROCESS wQuULD
SE MOST HARMFHL, 4E NOTED THAT HE SPOXE AS A FRIZND AND

AS ONE ¥MO SUPPORTS THE POLICY OF THE UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT

IN ITS EFFORT TO aSSIST SOUTI VIETNAM, HE COULD HOT, HE CONCL!UDED,
OVERSTRESS THE GREAT IMPORTANCE OF THE FORTHCOMING ELECTIONS anD

EES

THE NANNER IN WHICH THEY YERE HELD,
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THE VICE PRESIDENT ASKED FOR MINISTER HanM®s ASSESSMENT

OF THE ECONOMIC FRONT. THE MINISTER NOTID THAT THE

RISE OF-PRICES HAD BEEN STABILIZED SINCE 4ARCH AND THAT THE
OVER-ALL PICTURE YAS GOOD, HE NOTED IN PARTICULAR THAT TYE
PRICE OF RICE ¥AS NOW STABILIZED, THE MINISTER EMPHASIZED
THAT THEY WERE ENDEAVORING TO MEET PROBLENS BEFORE THEY
DEVELOPED RATNER THAN TO CORRECT THEM AFTERYARD. YE ALS0
NOTED THAT THE INFLATIONERY GAP HAD NARROWED DOWN

AND THE GOVERNMENT OF VIETNAM HAD JUST REIMBURSED, IN PIASTERS,
ONE OF THE THREE LOANS THAT THE UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT 4AD
MADE TO THE GOVERNMENT OF VIETNat,

THE MINISTER NOTED WHAT HE TERMED “ONE SAD POINT IN
THE ECONOMIC PICTURE™s TRANSPORTATION. THE MINISTER SAID ME
- CONSIDERED THE PORT PROBLEM TO BE SETTLED, ME NOTED THAT
IN THE PORT OF SAIGON, INSTEAD OF {,80 3ARGES IN USE AS
YAS TRUE AT THE PEAK OF PORT CONGESTION, TNERE VERE NOW
ONLY 92, THIS, HE SAID, IS A NORMAL NUMBER FOR A PORT THE
SIZE OF SAIGON, THE GREATLY REDUCED USE OF BARGES, HE
NOTED, HAD A MAJOR EFFECT IN REDUCING PILFERAGE IN THE
PORTs THE VIGE PRESIDENT INTERJECTED TO SAY THAT THE
QUESTION OF PILFERAGE IS OF PARTICULAR CONCERN TO THE
AMERICAN CONGRESS, THE MINISTER $AID NE REALIZED THIS waAS
SO AND THAT, WHILE THE SITUATION WAS NOT 120 PFERCENT PERFECT,
- IT '1AS GREATLY IMPROVED AND THAT THE GOVERNMENT WAS TAXING VERY
e poniCT MEASURES, ONLY IN THE LAST TEN DAYS, HE SAID, SECURITY
" FURCE IN THE DOCK:AND " VAREHOUSE “AREAS ‘RAD BEEN “TNCREASED
AND THAT THOSE PORCES NOY HAVE ORDERS TO SHOOT TC XILL.

[
|

| X

| BYT THERE ¥AS a TRANSPORTATION PROBLEM INLAND. THE

| VIETCONG CONTINUED TO BE ABLE TO INTERRUPT AND BLOGK

' - NORMAL ROAD AND RAIL TRAFFIC, MOST SERIOUSLY SO IN THE
i 1 CORPS AREA. NEVERTHELESS, HE SAID AID AND THE MILITARY.
! ,
b
;
i
i
|

R

HAVE BEEN ABLE TO MOVE ESBEHTIAL'SUPPLIES ABOUT THE COUNTRY.

THE VICE PRESIDENT ASKED GENERAL CHISY ABOUT INCREASED
MILITARY PRESSURE IN THE NORTH, GENERAL CHIEYU REPLIED THAT
IN HIS JUDGEMINT THE ENENY WAS ATTEMPTING TO PIN DOWN OUR
FORCES, PERHAPS IN PREPARATION FOR OFFENSIVE OPERATIONS IN
ANOTHER LOCALITY, BUT HE FELT THAT THE, ENEMY'S MILITARY
. EFFORT 44S NOT THE MAIN POINT. HE SAID THAT THEIR MAIN GOAL
| WAS TO EXERT PRESSURE ON THE POPULATION IN THE I CORPS ARE A,
; IT ¥AS A POLITICAL AND PSYCHOLOGICAL EFFORT. ‘

+ THE VICE PRESIDENT ASKED GENERAL CHIZU FOR HIS ESTIMATE
| OF THE IMPACT OF VIET CONG LOSSES IN RECENT MONTHS. TNE
GENERAL FELT THAT THE STRENGTH OF THE VIET CONG REGULAR FORCES
HAS BEEN DECREASING, THAT THEIR LOSSES ARE HIGH AND NOT
| BEING FULLY REPLACED. SUT HE SAID THAT AS THIS PROCESS WAS
. OCCURRING, THE STRENGTY OF THE GUERILLA FORCES, AS
DISTINGHISHED FROM THME VIET CONG MAIN FORCEZS, AHAS BEEN
SUSTAINED, THE CONTINUING LEVEL OF GUERILLA ACTIVITY HAS
THUS HINDERED PROGRESS OF THE OVER-ALL PACIFICATION PROGRAM.
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l RE-PACIFICATIONs GENERAL CHIEU SAID THAT THE VIETNAMESE
CONCERN HAS BEEN LARGELY ADMINISTRATIVE, I.E. THE BUILDING

UP OF CADRES. BUT A MORE BALANCED, MANY-FACETED APPROACH

WAS NECESSARY, INVOLVING SOCIAL, POLITICAL AND ECONOMIC EFFORT.

THIS ¥AS nOT A MILITARY PROBLEM,

THE VICE PRESIDENT ASKED IF, WITHIN THE SOUTH VIETNAM
NILITARY ZSTABLISKMENT, THERE WAS ADEQUATE POLITICAL
ORIENTATIONs THIS 4AS CRITICAL IN PACIFICATION. GENERAL
CHIEU DID NOT REPLY DIRECTLY, NOTING ONLY THAT THE CIVILIANS
RUST BE TRAINED TO DEFEND THEMSELVES, ME ADDED THAT THE ARMY
PERSONNEL HAVE NOT BEEN SUCCESSFUL - IN- PENETRATING THE MASSES
| BECAUSE OF THEIR UNIFORM. T :

THE VICE PRESIDENT NOTED THE CONCERN OF OUR GOVERNNENT OVER
ANE ABILITY OF THE VIET CONG TO ATTACK SUDDENLY, UNDER COVER
OF DARKNESS, DO GREAT DAMAGE, AND ESCAPE WHILE MANY TINES

| INE DEFENDING FORCES DID NOT REACT UNTIL DAYLIGHT, GENERAL
CHIEY REPLIED BY NOTING MOW CAREFULLY THE VIET GONG PREPARE

TOR INESE ATTACKS, SOMETINES PLANNING FOR AS LONG AS SIX MONTHS
BEFORE A PARTICULAR ACTION, - .. . . o

. IHE VICE PRESIDENT RETURNED AGAIN TO THE IMPORTANGE OF

[ INE FORTHCOMING ELECTIONS, NENBERS OF THE VIET CONG WHO ARE

NOT COMMUNISTS THEMSELVES, HE NOTED, WIGHT FIND IN A SREE
ELECTION NOTIVATION TO LEAVE TN VIET CONG RANKE, QENERAL =

. CHIEU SAID THIS VAS POSSIBLE, BUT WE . OBVIOUSLY WAS DOUBIFIL. KE R

"REFERRED AGAIN TO THE IMPORTANCE _AND: NECESSITY OF m.mc.u. D

- ORGANIZATION; -‘.gar'zna-.ﬂat.'_ru‘mﬁﬂS:‘ffﬁilmr'zzuafi.,_ MR A
SRR & Sl LG B el o
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IHE VICE PRESIDENT THEN® (GENERAL ‘CHIEY ‘

'CONSIDERED TO BE THE STATUS OF OUR.JO

- GENERAL GHILYU SAID ME FELT NEGOTIATL s SHE
| /COMNUNISTS VERE USELESS, THE COMMUNISTS WOULD 80 TO THE CONe -
. FERENCE TABLE ONLY VHEN IT VAS TO THEIR ADVANTAGE TD DO SO.

. THEREFORE, 'ME PERSONALLY DOES NOT BELIEVE THAT NEGOTIATIONS

. NOW WOULD SERVE ANY USEFWL PURPOSE, THE STRUGGLE WUST CONTIMUE,
. KE SalID, UNTIL THE COMMUNUSTS CLEAALY SEE THEY OANNOT -
YIN THE VAR, HE SAID THAT HE PORESAW WHAT HE TERMED THE
“BAIN LINE® VAS GRADUALLY DECREASING. IN THE PART OF THE
STRUGGALE, HE SAID, VE HAD THE INITIATIVE FOR OVER A YEAR., NE
FELT THAT THE COMMUNISTS IN THE NORTH WILL REACK THE LINIT OF
THEIR STRENGTH AND VILL BE UNABLE TQ SUPPORT INDEFINITELY THE
MaIN LINE UNITS THEY NOW MAINTAIN IN SOUTH VIETNAM, SUT AS
THIS OCCURRED, THE GUERILLA VAR WOULD CONTINUE ARD THIS IS

THE PROBLEM WHICH MUST BE SOLVED BY POLITICAL AND SOCIAL .
ORGANIZATION, IT WILL BE A LON@, A DIFFICULT STRUGGLE, HE

SAID, BUT A GRADYALLY LESS COSTLY ONE, PARTICULARLY TO THE
AMERICANS. ~~ - e -

. THE VICE PRESIDENT SAID THAT HE UNDERSTQOD GENERAL CHIEU
' TO FORESEE GRADUAL DE-ZSCALATION AND WITHDRAWAL OF WAIN LINE
FORCES TO THE NORTH. THE GENERAL SAID THIS YAS CORRECT.

a.
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| THE VICE PRESIDENT ASKED IF 4 GOVERNMENT HEADED 8Y. PROFESSIONAL

| MILITARY MEN COULD EFFECTIVELY SUILD THE SOCIAL AND' POLITICAL

i ORGANIZATION AND STRUCTURE NECESSARY TO SUCCESSFULLY COMBAT

| THE GUERILLA. THE CHARGE ANSYERED THAT HE THOUGNT SUCK A

| GOVERNMENT COULD ACCOMPLISH THIS IF THERE YERE GOOD COOPETRATION
BETVEEN THE MILITARY AND CIVILIAN, = . ‘ - .

!i THE VICE PRESIDENT ASKED IF THIS WOULD BE DONE. THE
. CHARGE REPLIED, *I HOPE S0.” , '
| - \ Sl

THE. VICE PRESIDENT THEN ASKED IF THERE VERE ANYTHING

. STANDING IN THE WAY OF BETTER COOPERATION AND UNDERSTANDING
BETVEEN UNITED STATES AND THE REPUBLIC OF SOUTH VIETNAN,
NOTING THE IMPORTAHCE OF HONESTY AND CANDOR AND OPEN
CONSILTATION BETWEEN THE Two GOVERNMENTS, =

GENERAL CHIEU REPLIED THAT THERE WAS. NO SUCH OBSTACLE
o THE NOMENT, THAT RELATIONS VERE VERY GOOD, AND THAT -
COOPERATION ¥AS EXCELLENT, AS-CITIZENS OF VIETNAM, HE SAID, VE
LL OPE_THAT QUR FUTURE GOVERNNENT WILL BE THE KIND THE. VICE
'PRESIDENT HAD DESCRIBED, THAT IT VOULD INCLUDE crvrgmus AND
- THAT IT WOULD UNITE PEOPLES OF ALL RELIGIOUS BELIKFS AND POLITICAL
- TERDENCIES, AND ONE WHICH WILL CONTINUE TO WAVE THE CLOSEST
RELATIONS 70 THE UNITED STATES. . ... .. . = =

GENERAL CHIEU THEN ASKED THE VICE' PRESIDENT T0 o
COMNENT ON THE RECENT GLASSBORO MEETING, THE VICE PRESIDENT

| LISTED BRIEFLY THE SUBJECTS THE PRESIDENT AND KOSYGIN HAD
. DISCUSSED, TME VICE PRESIDENT NOTED TNE DISCUSSION ON |

;VIETNaM, INCLUDING THE PRESIDENT'S STATEMENT CONCERNING

PHE \ RESULTS OF FREE AND

“BUPERVISED ELECTIONS THROUGHOUT VIETNAM. GENERAL CHIZY NOTED

- IHAT. TNE CONBUNISTS OF ‘NORTH VIETNAN VERE POLITICALLY =

. OURGANIZED AND PREPARED FOR AN -ELECTION, WHEREAS THE SOUTH VIET-

| WAMESE WERE NOT. ANY VIETNAN-WIDE ELECTIONS ST

. :NOW, ME SAID, WOULD BE AN UNEQUAL. CONTEST, - AT DR

- "o0UTH VIETNAM NEEDED TIME TO PREPARE ITSELF AND NUST PREPARE.

| THE VICE PRESIDENT CONCLUDED THE DISCUSSION BY NOTING

. .THAT HE WOULD REPORT TO THE PRESIDENT ON THEIR CONVERSATION.
| HE ASKED THAT GENERAL CHIEU, IN SPEAKING TO PREMIER KY AND

| GENERAL THIZY REPORT WHAT THEY WAD TALXED ABOUT THIS <

| MORBING., HE REPEATED AGAIN THE NEED FOR BOTH GOVERNMENTS TO .
| DEAL VITH EACK OTHER OPENLY AND HONESTLY, = T
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