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H~REWITH THE VICE PRESIDENT REPORTS ~IS DISCUSSION ~ITH THE 
VIETNAMES~ DELEGATION IN SEOUL. 

I. FOLLOWING IS MEMORANDUM 0' CO~VERSATION AT SEOUL. 
KO~EA. JULY I, 1967 BETWEEN VICE PRESIDENT HUMPHREY 
AND GENERAL PliAM XUEIJ ClfIEU. SECRETARY-GENERAL OF THE 
NATIONAL LEADERSHIP COMMITTEE OF SOUTH VIET-NAM. 
PRESENT ON THE AMERICAN SIDE. THE VICE PRESIDENT, 
AMBASSADOR PORTER, 'MR. VAN DYK, COLONEL BECKINGTON, 
IR. REILLY, MR. JEROME STENGER (INTERPRETER). 
ON. THE. SO!JTH, VIETNAMESE SIDE. GENERAL eHIEU. MINISTER 
OF ECONOMY AND FINANCE HANK, A,ND CHARGE KItU. 

2. THE VICE PRESIDENT ASKED GENERAL CHIEU IF HE HAD ANY 
INFORMATION THAT WOULD 8E HELPFUL TO A BETTER 9NDERSTANDING 
OF LAST~IGHT·S ANNOUNCEMENT OF POLITICAL CHANGES IN 
·SAIGON. GENERAL .. CHIEU SAID THAT HE HINSELF VAS NOT WELL 
INFORMED. ON THIS LATEST CHANGE. HE HAD READ ABOUT IT IN 
TIfi lfi.VSPAPEJ!. HE BELIEVES THAT WHAT V1t ARE SUING IS AN 
apORT TO ASSURE CONTINIlED UNITY IN THE ARMED FORCES OF 
SOUfK VUTNAII. THE VIC! PRESmENT ASKED IF THE JOINT 
CAitDIDACY. 01 (JENERA!. tHIEU AND PREMIER KY ANNOUNCED LAST 
NIGHT. wOULD RESULT IN SOME AGREED DIVISION OF AUTHORITY 
BETWEE. THE TVO REN IN THE HEW GOVERNMENT. DID THE VICEPR!SIDENT 
OP VIETNAM KAVE ANY ADMINISTRATIVE AUTHORITY UNDER THE SOUTH 
VIETNAMESE CONSITUTION? GENERAL .ClfIEU REPLIED THAT THE 
VICE PRESIDENT WOULD HAVE THE AUTHORITY DELEGATED TO HIM BY 

. THE PRESIDENT. THIS WOULD BE AN AGREEMENT, HE SAID, BiTWEEN 
TN! TVOMEN AND ONE WHICH HE FELT YOULD BE MADE IHTHE FUTURE. 
THE VICE PRESIDENT ASKED IF IT IIOULD aE POSSIBLE THAT THE 
VIETNAMESE VICE PRESIDENT SY AGREEMENT MIGHT HAVE SOME 
ADMINISTRATIVE AUTHORITY AND GENERAL CHItU REPLIED YEs. 

THE VICE PRESIDENT THEN NOTED THE CONCERNS OF OUR 
GOVERNMENT VIS-A~VlS DEVELOPMENT OF ~EPRESENTATIVE GOVERNMENT 
IN SOUTH VIETNAM. If! aELI!VE: VERY STRONGLY, IfE SAID •. THAT 
THE MILITARY MUST ~EMAIN UNITED. WE ~SO aELIEV! IT IMPERATIV~ 
THAT IN THE NEXT TWO MONTHS THERE: 3EAN ACTIVE POLITICAL . 
CAMPAIGN CULMINATING IN HONEST ELECT IONS. !IE ARE CONCERNED 
THAT IN THE NEW GOVERNME~IT. FOLLOWING THE n.ECTIONS, THERE 9£ 
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SUBSTANTIAL CIVILIAN PARTICIPATrO~. A FAIR ELECTION WITH TIfE: WIDEST POSSIBLE PARTICIPATION OF THE PEOPLE IS IMPERATIVE, IfE SAID, NOT ONLY FOR DEMOCRATIC DEV!LO~€NT IN SOUT'{ IJIETNAM, SUT. ALSO FOR THE NAINTENANCli: OF. SUPPORT IN AMERICA FOR OUR EFFORT IN VIETNAM. 
GEN~RAL CHIEU SAID HIS GOVERNME~rr ALSO FUlLY RECOGNIZED fa! NECESSITY FOR AN HONEST AND FAIR ELECTORAL PROCESS. HE HOTED THE ABSENCE rN SCUTH VIETNAM OF POLITICAL ORGANIZATION· OF PARTIES. TliIS MADE POLITICAI..PllOCESS MDRE_DIFFICUl..T. 
ANOTHER DIFFICULTY VAS COMMUNIST nJFILTRATION OF SUCH POLITICAL AND RELIGIOUS GROUPINGS AS 0 ID EXIST. THE VICE PRESIDENT THEN .ASKED GENERAL CHIEU WIfO HE THOUGHT WERE TilE LEADING CIVILIAN CANDIDATES FOR THE· PRESIDENCY. GENERAL CHIlU REPLIED THAT BECAUSE SOUl'lf VIEtNAMESE SOCIETY. 'lAS SO -DISPERSED- THERE VERE NO LEADING CIVILIAN CANDIDATES. 

THE VICE PRESIDENT ASKE!) ABOut:SDJERALDUONS JlAN. 1lINH......- .c-. GEHtRAL CHttUR£pLlED~ -THEY tIU..NOl' tIT Jlll.IJ BAC'" .... TIfE ..... . VICE PRESIDENT, -WHY NOT1'" GENERAL CHttU.~tDOrT KNOW'". GENERAL CIUEUTHlN NOTID THAT .I.IS lINN HAS, aKAT ,PERSONAL POPULARITY BUT NO POLnICAL ORGAltIZATtoN'BEHIIIDKIIIJ •. AflI3ASSADOR PORTER INTERJE'C'l'ID AT THIS POINT TO ASK IF IT WE'RE CORRECT THAT PERHAPS HIS CANDIDACY WOULD BE PERalTTED IN ABSENTIA. GENERALCKIEU SAID HE DID NOT KNOV • 
. TKE VICE PRESIDENT THEN SAID THAT HE FELT THIS PERIOD OF THE NEXT tvo IIJONTHS lAS PROSABLY THE IIJOST IIIJPORTANT PERIOD IN THE UNIT!!) STATiS - SOUTH VIETNAMESE RELATIONSHIPS T~ DATE. liE SAID If£ FELT THIS lAS SO BECAUSE THE PEOPLE OF TKE UNITED suns WOULD BE WATCHI~'G THE ELECTION CAMPAIGN AND TJf!: !tICTION ITSELF VERY CAREFULLY. HE NOTED THAT THE CONSITUTIONAL PROCESS ijAS WORKED WELL so FAR, REFERRING TO TIf£ ELECTIONS rOR THE CONSTITUENT ASSEMBLY, THE WORK OF THAT ASSEMBLY IN I)RAFTING THE CONSTITUTION. AND THE SERIES OF LOCAL ELECTIONS VHICKHAVE BEEN KELD. ALL 07 THIS, HE NOTED, HAS BEEN F~Y REPORTED TO THE AMERICANP!OPL! AND A MATTER 0' GREAT INTEREST TO THEPJ. THE AIIERICAN PEOPLE HAVE FOUND THI.S PROGRESS .NOIl' ONLY PLEASING BUT IN A SENSE SOMEWHAT SURPRISING. THE WHOLE . PROCESS TO DATE HAD SERVED TO STRENGTHEN tHE CAUSE OF SOUTl( VIETNAM IN THE EYES OF THE A"ERICAN PEOPLE AND THE HAND OF THE PRESIDENT IN CARRYING OUT TIU: GOVERNMENT-S POLICY IN SuPPORT OF SOUTH VIETNAM. THIS IS THE REASON, THE VICE PRESIDENT SAID, VHY If£ HAD SPOKEN SO FRANKLY IN THIS MEETING COtl-CERNING THE IMPORTANCE OF THE FORTHCOMIMG ELECTIONS. THE VICE PRESIDENT SAID THAT THE RECENT EXPERIENCE HERE IN SOllYH KOREA CONTAINE!) A LESSON. ANY EXCESSES IN THE FORTHCOMING ELECTIONS SUCH AS UNWARRANTED I.NTERFERENCE 3Y THE POLICE OR THE MILITARY IN Tiji ELZCTORAL PROCESS WOULD BE MOST HARMF'~ ~E NOTED THAT ~E SPOKE AS A FRIZND AND AS ONE WHO SUPJilORTS TliE POLICY OF TIiE 'JNlTE!) STATES GOVERtmrNT IN ITS EFFORT TO ASSI'1r SOUT!! v IETNi\M. liE COULD NOT t HE COMeL !J!JE:D, OVERSTRESS THE GREAT IMPORTAf~CE OF THE FORTHCOllltNG EUCTI'ONS AN!) THE :1ANNER IN .WHICH !HEY WERE tff.l..D. 
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TilE \II CE PRESIDZNT ASKED FOR MIN ISTER lfI\NH· S ASSES!]IfENT OF THE rCONOt-IIC FRONT. THZ MINISTER NOT!!) T1.fAT THll: RISE OF"PRICES HAD BEEN STABILIZED SINCE ~~ARC1i /\1'10 THAT THE OVlJ:R-ALL PICTURE liAS GOOD. HE NOttD IN PARTICUl.AR THAT Tm: PRICE OF RICE ~AS NOV STAaIl.IZED. THE MINISTER EMPHASIZED THAt THEY WERE ENDEAVORING TO MEEt PROBLEMS BEFORE THEY DEVELOPED RATHER THAN TO CORRECT TH!N AnERWARD. HE ALSO NOTED THAT THE INFLATIONERY GAP HAD ~ARROWED DOWN AND TifE GOVERNMENT OF VIETNAM HAD JUST RUMBURSED, IN PIASTERS, ONE OF THE THREE LOANS THAT TIiE UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT '",AD MADE TO THE GO~RNMENT OF VIETNAM. 
THE MINISTER ~OTED WHAT HE T~~MED ·ONE SAD POINT IN THE ECONOMIC PICTURE'". TRANSPORTATION. THE MINISTER SAID ~iE CONSIDERED THE PORT PROBLEM TO BE SETTLED. HE NOTED THAT IN THE ponT OF SAIGON. INSTEAD OF 1.000 BARGES IN USE AS WAS TRUE AT THE PEAK OF PORT CONGESTION, THERE WERE NOW ONLY 90. THIS, HE SAID, IS A NORMAL NUMBER FOR A PORT THE SIZE OF SAIGON. THE GREATLY REDUCED USE OF BARGES, HE NOTED, HAD A MAJOR EFFECT IN REDUCING PILFERAGE IN THE PORT. THE VICE PRESIDENT INTERJECTED TO SAY TiiAT THE, QUESTION OF PILFERAGE IS OF PARTICULAR CONCERN TO THE AMERICAN CONGRESS. THE MlNISTER SAID HE REALIZED .TIUSIiAS SO AND THAT, ~HILE THE SITUATION VAS NOT 130 PERCENT PERFECT, 

I IT 'lAS GREATLY IMPROVED AND TICAT THE GOV!RNffENT WAS TAKING VERY , STRICT 'MEASURES. ONLY IN THE LAST TEN OAYS .. , MESAl!), SECURITY '-----roRCE' -tN''TMI: DOCTr,-,ANJf VARERO IlSt"ARE"AS-RAD . BntrINCREASi:D I AND THAT THOSE FORCES NO!4 HAVE ORDERS TO SHOOT TO !CILL. I .. . . ., . 

I 
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But THERE VAS A TRANSPORTATION PROBLEM INLAND. THE VIETCONG CONTINuED TO BE A8LE TO INTERRUPT AND BLOCK NORMAL ROAD AND RAIL TRAFFIC, PlOST SERIOUSLY SO IN THE I CORPS AREA. NEVERTHELESS. HE SAID AID AND TlfE IIIJ.ITARY. HAVE BEEN ABLE TO MOVE ESSENTIAL SUPPLIES ABOUT THE COUNTRY. 
THE VICE PRESIDENT ASKED GENERAL CIfI~U ABOUT INCREASED MILITARY PRESSUR! IN THE NORTH. GENERAL CHn:U REPLIED THAT . IN HIS JUDGEMENT THE ENEKY VAS ATTE~PTING TO PIN DOWN OUR FORCES. PERltAPS IN PREPARAT.ION FOR O"ENSIVE OPERATIONS IN ANOTHER LOCALITY. BUT HE FELT THAT THE,ENEMY·S MILIrARY EFFORT ~AS NOT THE MAIN POINT. HE SAID THAT THEIR MAIN GOAL WAS TO EXERT PRESSURE ON THE POPULATION 1M THE I CORPS AREA. IT VAS A POLITICAL AND PSYCHOLOGICAL EFFORT. 
THE VICE PRESIDENT ASKED GENERAL CHIEU FOR HIS ESTD!ATE OF THE IMPACT OF VIET eONG LOSSES IN RECENT MONTHS. TnE GENERAL FELT TiiAT THE STRENGTH OF THE VIET CONG REGULAR FORCES HAS BEEN OECREASI!fG. THAT THEIR LOSSES ARE HIGH AND. NOT BEING FULLY REPLACED. BUT HE SAID T!{AT AS TlfIS P~OCltSS WAS OCCURRI:~G, THE STRENGT"f OF THE GUERILLA FORCES, AS DISTINGUISHED PROM TliE VIET CONG MA IN F01?CZS, HAS atEN SUSTAINED. THE CONTINUING l.EVEL OF GUERILLA ACTIVITY HAS TlfUS HINDERED PROGRESS OF THE OVER-ALL PACIFICATION PROGRAIIJ. 
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RE-PACIJI'ICATION, GENERAL ClfI£U SAID TlfAT TIfE VIETNAMEse CONCERN HAS BEEN LARGELY ADMINISTRATIVE, I.E. TH£BUILDING uP OF CADRES. SUT II MORE BALANCED, MANY. FACETED APPROACH VAS NECESSARY, INVOLVING SOCIAL. POLITICAL AND ECONONIC EFFORT. THIS VAS NOT A MILITARY PROBLEN. . . 

THE VICE PRESIDENT ASKED IF. VITHIN THE SOUTH·VIITNAM flILITARY ESTABLISHMENT, THERE WAS ADEQUATE POLITICAL ORIENTATION. THIS WAS CRITICAL IN PACIFICATION. GENERAL ClfIEU DID NOT REPLY DIRECTLY, NOTtNa ONLY THAT THE CIVILIANS ftust BE TRAINED TO DEFEND THEMSELVES. HI ADDED THAT THE ARMY PERSONNEL KAVE NOT B£Er~ SUCCESSFUL, IN· PENETRATING THE If ASSES 8£CAUSE OF THEIR UNIFORM. . 

THlVlCE PRESIDENT NOTED THE CONCERN OF OUR GOV£RNjUNT OVER . J'~ ABILITY OF THE VIET CONa TO ATTACK SUDDENLY. UNDER COVER OJ' DARKNESS. DO GREAT DAMAGE. AIID ESCAPE WHILE.IIANIrTII'JES 
I 1'JIE DEFENDING FORCES DID NOT REACT UNTILDAYLIBRT. GENERAL i CHIEUREPLI!D BY NOTING HOV CAREJl'Ut.LYTHE VIET CONa PREPARE I rOR THESE ATTACKS. SOIlETIMES PLANNING toR AS LONG AS SIX 80NTHS I nFORE A 'ARTICULAR ACTI.oN. .. 
I .TKE VICE PftISIDE~ RETURNED A8AIH~~ TKE:u.~ItAHCt 0)1' I TItE rORTHCOKIIIG ELECT IONS. "'US'OF THE VIET CONe VHO ARE . 

I 
. NOT COIUIUIUSTS tKEJlSELYU.JI&tlOTID.I'8HtrtNUINArREE . 

I 
!LICTION lortVAIION TO LlAV~.11IE fm,CQMGRAIII •. eENDAL ..... · CHtEO SAIUtHIS 'AS~SSIsu: •• ur: •. OBVIOUSLT.'ASDOUBtFlL.KE · REf'lRRED' dUN to TffE .. IIIPORTANcr ;~_)lEeasm;:OP'_lTtCAL ': '", _AIIIZ1TlO.,~AYIN8LfHAT TKts:.As'.HAT:;'.S'~:';H! ··.·.···,,:::·f,; caa .. UTD.:AS II rORlElU~ARTIC~j •. !l& ~QIsr~. 'ON THE . . lll.'''lCULTtD' pUICT't.'RPlt·>.RI~"m~t1UT.tO." •..... , ./)~~ .. " '~.;'~'. ~""--U;r~~'~'(-lo~,- ~. "''''''''':~- ·~:~;;i~.;..:':< .. :z:.F!;;~:~I·_~"U·'.h£-?W ~"lM-~.w.\~.~ ~l~.';"_"'.;;\~);~.-;~,'ifi;._ ~,.: 

,4J fi.r..tt~., F.~·~ " .. r,--~ :~::;g.'i,;~_~ .. ~t'.'!'~1t;·:t~.?-1~' ~~y!,;'.'!:+. :~:" .r:~.:.;,:?i' .. ~ .. ' '~~.'~'5 ... ~$lJi& WtI.l~.j~~.:.9-H:~.J;!'~~~' k{~~. '~~,j;;~-;~ .. :~J. " .. ~ .. L .' tIlE .. YlCl·PftESIDUfTHEN' ASteED • 8INEJt1(.::CHUtr· HAT'.';:c,,:, ., 
'~~~~~~!~ ... JO BE TII£ •. S\"ATU~.~;,~o,~:~~'~~.rf,,:t~~;c~;~iETNMI.·· .. 
·~~~J:I::JA3k"J.ELtm-.:~==:'fA1:~1=·:;~"iiz:'~~~- , .. · f'IUNCE'. tABU ONLY ,HEN IT VAS TO·.tHElR)J)VAHTAGE t.o DO SO. . . THIRI'ORE,' HE PlRSONALLYDOESNCT'8EUIVE tHAT JlIGQl'tATlONS . NOVIOULD SUYE ANY Uft'ULPURPQS£.'THE STJUDBLE IU$T CONTINUE. lIE SAID,UflTIL tJll ,COM.UNU51'S CLEARLY Sir t1tt.Y CANNOT 'II TJIl VIIR •. HE SAID THAT ME FORE$AV ,¥HAt IlE.TEMID,TKE "!itAlR.LlHE-. lAS •. eRA!) UALL YDEeRnstlfCl •. ·IN . THI PARt OF THE' stRUGGU.,. HE. SAID"VE HAD TllEIRlTU'UVirOR OVER ABIIR. HE fELT tHAT THE CO_UNIITS IN THE NORTH WILL RtACJf TJ¢ LIMIT OF THEIR STRENCITH AND lULL· BE UNABLE TOSUPPORTINOSFtNmU THE "AtN LINE IIfITS THEY NOI !IIAINTAIN IN SOUTH VIETNAIr. SUT AS TR.!S OCCURRED, TItE GUERILLA VARVOULIl CONTINUE AND 'tHIS IS TIlE PROBLEIt WHICH NUST BE SOLVED BY POLITICAL AND SOCIAL . ORGANIZATION. IT WILL at A LONG. A DIF'ICULT 51'RlBGt.E. HE SAID, BUT A GRApUA~ Y _LE~SC()!?!l;L()Nt, ~~RrICULARL.y. TO THE ADRrCANS. - - . . . ' . 

tHE VICE PRESIDENT SAID THAT HE UNDERSTOOD GENERAL CHIEU TO 'ORESEE GRADUAL DE-eSCALATION AND WITHDRAWAL OF ~AIN LINE FORCES TO THE NORTH. THE GENERAL SAl!) THIS 'lAS CORRECT.. ,'II '\ I 
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THE VICE PRESIDENT ASXED IF A GOVERNMENT HEADED SY PROFESSIONAL ctILITARY MEN COULD EFFECTIVELY BUILD THE SOCIAL AND POLITICAL ORGANIZATION AND STRUCTURE NECESSARY TO SUCCESSf'ULt,y, COMBAT THE GUERILLA. THE CHARGE ANSWERED THAT lilt THOUGHT SUCK A ' BOVERNMENT COULD ACCOMPLISH THIS IF THERE VER! GOOD COOPERATION BETWEEN THE MILITARY AND CIVILIAN. ' 
TH! VICE PRESIDENT ASKED IF THIS WOULD BE DONE. THE , CHARGE REPLI!D,-r HOPE SO ... 

I
i THE, VICE ,PRESIDENT THEN ASKED IF THERE WERE ANYTKI~ 
I 

,STANDING INrHE VAY OF BETTER COOPERATION AND UNDEI'tSTANDINB BETWEEN UNITED STATES AND THE REPUBLIC OF satrrH VIUMAN, I NOTING TIfE IMPORTANCE OF HONESTY AND CANDOR AND OPEN I CONSULTATIONBETVEEN THE TWO GOVERNMENTS. 

I 81ltERAL CHIIU REPLIED THAT THERE WAS, NO SUCH 08STACLE I aT THE "OHENT, THAT RELATIONS VEM VERY GOOD,' AND tlHAT : COOPERATIONVU'nCELL£N,T. AS",CITIZlNS 0', VIETN~.HE SAID .. ,IE l ALL HOPE THAT OUlt FutURE aOVERNIIEtiT 'ILL BE THE KIND THE VICE I PRESIDENT HAD' DESCRIBED, THAT It' lIoiLD: INCLUDE ctVIJ.IANS AND i -. :tHAT IT ,OULD ,UNITE, fEDI'LlS or ALLRELIGtOUS IILt!'$ AND POLITICAL I 'TUDENCllS,AND ONE "HICH 'ILL CONtINUE TO HAV! THE CLOSEST . . RELATlONsro THE UNitED STATts. "',' ' I ' " , , """, "",', .,," " , ' 
I ,II!N!RAL CHIEU THEN ASKED THE, ni:! PRESIDENT TO " " , COIIUrtT ON THE RECENT'GLASSBORO !1ET1 •• THE VIC! PRESIDENT " LISTED BRIULY' THESU8J£CTS, THE PRESmENTMtD KOSYGtN HAD 'DISCUSSED. THE VIC! PHSIDElIJT NOTED THE DISCUSSION <»N : VIETHAII,INCLUDING ,TIlE PRESJDENr·S STATEltErrr- CONCERNING ~!HE AIIERICAN IILLINGNESS T,O ABIDE BT THE RESULTS OF FREE AND SUPERVISED EL£CTrONstHltOUGJfOUt VIETR •• IENERALCHtEU NOTED :"fHA'ttUCOl!llutUSTS,,Q"IJOR'l'H VIIT ... ·VIB·JIOLltlcAJ;1I.Y " " "OR8'AlllZ!!f'AflD PREPARED 'OR AN ·ILICTION,VHER!AS THE SOurH VIET-lAID! ¥ERE NOT. ,ANY VIETHA,""'IDE ELECTIONS, ,.,.' ,UfO"_ ,HE,-SAID,VOULDU AN UNEQUAL-.CQttl,ES1' •• ·},'; ,.:,~,;',.' ." ; "som'VIITNAN lfED!D'TlHE TO PREPARE' ITSEL, AND lUST PREPARE 

, 

i 
! 

, FORSIJCIf ELECTIONS.' ' ' " 
- . ' .' ','" . ' __ "'-f.. '," . 

tHE VIc£PRESIDENTCONCLUDED TilE DISCUSSION BY NOTING THAT HE ',OULO REPORT TO THE PRES miNT ON THEIR CONV!RSATION. HE ASKED THATSEHERAL CIlIEU.IN SPEAKING TO PROIERKY AND IEltEJW. 'TK1!'O REP01tT IHAT THEY If AD TAtKEIlABOUT THIS . NORtUNG. HE REPEATED --AGAIN TH! NEED 'OR BOtH GOVERNMENTS TO ' DEAL WITH EACH OTHER OPENLY AND HONESTtY'. 
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