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HEREYITH RUNKFERYS RESPOMSE TO THE CABLE ABOUT WHICH YOU INQUIRED,

TIMUTE PROFASES: ' .
1. TO HAVE ¥ESTY FIND OUT FROM VIEN WHAT HAPPENED AT THE DIR-
ECTCRY MEETING AMD THE SESSION OF DIVISIﬂn_qonMAﬂﬂEns ON JUNE 28,

2. THEN EXECHTE THE INSTRUCTION ON-THE BASIS OF SEPARATE
TALKS WITH THIED AND XY, EE .

~TOP-8=6-R 5 T SAIGON 29167 ‘

le I FULLY UMDERSTAND THE CONCERN EXPRESSED IN REFERENCE TELEGRAM
REFARDING THE RELATED MATTERS OF THE THIEU=KY RIVALRY, VILITARY URITY
AD THE ELECTORAL PROCESSES, AND THEIR POTENTIAL EFFECT ON .
AMERICAY OPIMINY,. I MAVE DISCUSSED THESE PROBLEMS WITKR
LOCKE. AND WESTMORELAND AMD WE. ARE FULLY AGREED ON THE FOLLOVe
e v1EVS,

2. DEPT WILL MAVE SEEN SAIGON 29152 REPCRTING ON THE SERIES
OF HIGH LEVEL GOVERNMENT OF VIETHAM MILITARY MEETINGS OF THE PAST
THO DAYS HAVF BEEN DISCUSSIMG VARIOUS ASPECTS OF THIS PROBLEM AND THE
ACRITIONAL COMFLICATING FACTOR OF BIG HINH*S PUBLIC ENTRY ON THE
STAGF. WE UNDERSTAMD THAT THERE ARE FURTHER MEETINGS @olING ' '
Ol TOPAY. I THINK THE REFORTS NF THE MEETING OF THE DIVISION ‘
COMMANTERS ON JULY 22 AND OF THE DIRECTORATE MEETING THAT
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EVENING ART ENCOUPAGING IN THAT TH -
YESS OF THE NEED T0 noox orr | soL§¥,éﬁ°§§3’E GROVING AVARE
N THAT DITECTION, THIS IS 4 DELICATE AND COMPLICATED FROCESS
USLYING TYPICALLY ASIAN QUESTIONS oF "FACE™ AND PRESTIGE. OUR

~ POLE IN IT CAN RE cRITICALLY INPORTANT IN. HZLPING TO LEAD THE: VAY
CT0 A snuarrav'en-cnwvznsnfrnurnuzcrrun~racrons+uﬂzeu+snxe"zr-~»

HORE RIFFIGHLT To FInp A MUTUALLY
THIS BEASON THAT ¥E HAYE BEEN TRYI
CUT THEIR OwM SOLYTIONS, IF WE gaN
THEM, ADN S0CD FOR ys, 1 HAVE aN 1

IS ALPEADY SCME MEASURABLE FROGRESS  TOWARDS: RENOVING THE MILTw. ..

TARY FRCM DIRERT INVOLVEMENT 1N TH
JUNE 19 LUNMCHEON SEEMS TO HAVE BEE
YELL AT ARMERAYL £AR yaN VIAR* S eFF
SETHR FELT. NP QBJECT IVE AT THE #
PROCESS GOING AMD TO AVOID MOVES ¥
TIVE, WE SHOULD, oOF COURSE, BE PRE
IMPASSE SEEMS TO af DEVELOPINGZ,

3a YITH THE FORFBOING AS BACKER
RFFOPT ZHOULD 9F T0 GET A GLEAR aM
THINGS STAND TODAY, TO THIS END WE
VIEN EITEER THIS EVENING OR TOMORR

SINLE MILITARY ANTHORITY, IS PROBABLY THE MOST DISINTERESTED AND

AFCLITICAL OF TNE KFY GENERALS, AN
SEEKINR THE SOPT OF SOLUTION WE waA

A FOLLOVING THIS SOUYNDING WE Wi
SEXT MOVE, IT IS OWR JUDREMENT THA

SOME WOVEMENT

ACCEPTABLE ANSWER. IT IS FOR

NG TO LEAD TMEM ALONG TO ¥ORK.
DO THIS, IT WIML BE GOOD FoOR-
nsr:ucrxvs.PEELING;anrtIHERE,,

VL TR R s
~ L. ANE- ITS EFFECT 48 .
ORTS DN THE “SHEIECT ape = -
OMENT SHOULD BE 10 KEEP THIS
HIoH MIGHT BE' COUNTERPRODUCe

PARED TO'MOVE IN IF ‘A SERIOUS

OuND, WE BELIFVE THAT OUR FIRST
D AUTHORITATIVE VIEW OF WHERE
STMORELAND VILL SEE ; -
0% MORNING., HE 1S THE RESPON=

D_VE. BELIEVE HE 1S GENUINELY

LL CONSIDER ‘WHAT IS THE BEST
T & MEETING OF ALL TMREE CF us

YITH THIED AND KY TOGETHER: MIGNT ONLY FREEZE THE SITUATION UNe

DILY AMD PUT ONE OR THE OTHER IN [}

PRESTICE BECONE IRREVOCABLY INVOLY

CHIEF FACTOR BENIND THIEU®S PRESEN

NIMC FOR THE PRESIDENCY DESPITE Ml

MOMENT WHEN THE CITY IS RIFE WITH
JUNE 3% PEADLINE FOR FILING DRAWS

FOSITION VHERE HIS FACE OR. . .
ED. (THIS APPEARS T0.BE THE
T"STUBBORN-INSISTENCE ON RifNe
S OWN FEELING THAT HE WILL LOSE,)

- IT WOULD ALSO INEVITADLY ATTRACT PUBLIC ATTENTION AND THAT AT A

RUNORS AND SPECULATION AS THE
NEAR AND AS TNE STORIES OF BIG

MINK®S MOVE CIRCULATE IN A VARIETY OF FORMS, . .
. . : L eia ":TLl_‘r_- L -F“,’ - | R o
e DECAUSE OF SIMILAR CONSIDER‘TIQﬂsﬁ BELIEVE WE £HOULD

SIYE FURTHER CONSIDERATION ALSO TO THE.

ESIRABILITY OF. ALL THREE

OF NS SEEING THIED AMD KY SEPARATELY OR WHETMER I SNOULD SEE
THEM ALONE, DEPFNDING ON VIEN®S COMMENTS: AND REACTIONS, ~ . -
WS SHOULD THEN CONSIDER WMEN AND HOW TO SEE THIEU ‘AND XY, -
TEPAPATELY, TO DISCUSS THE SITUATION AND TO CONVEY THE ' ESSENCE |

" OF TR PRESIDENT'S OONCERN EXPRESSED IK REFERENCE, TELEGRAN, 1

HOTLD HOFE THAT THE PROCESSES ALREADY AT WORK MAY BY TMEN SUGGEST

ST A ACHIEVED.

MINKER
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- THE ¥AY IN WHICH OVR COMMON OBJECTIVES ON THIS. KEY QUESTION CAN,
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