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June 26, 1967 

DEPARTM ENT OF STATE 
WASHINGTON 

MEMORANDUM FOU THE PRESIDENt 
'. 

~ubject: Your Meeting with lromanian Premier Ion Gheor&he 
Maurer, June 26, 4~30 p.m. 

You have agreed to receive Romanian Premier Maurer (Mow-rer), who is irr the United States as head of the Romanian delegation to the United Nations General Assembly. He will be accompanied on the Roma­nian side by Foreign Minister Corneliu Manescu (Muh-NES-coo) and an interpreter'. 

, Premier Maurer is able and has traveled widely. At Secretary Rusk's dinner on June 23, he sh01"ed himself articulate, forceful and quick of apprehension. Foreign Minister Manescu l1tll in all likeli­hood be elected President of the 22nd United Nations General Assembly this fall, the first Communist to hold that position. 

The ;(omanians are in a unique position because they have been able to stay on good terms with both parties in several current dis­putes: The USSR and Communist China, East and I'lest Germany, Arabs and Israelis, the United States and North Viet-Nam. Despite their precarious position on the Soviets' doorstep, the Romanians have managed to fol101" independent pOlicies largely because they take pains to shol" that they are not anti-Soviet but seelc only to advance Roma­nian interests. 

Your talks might touch on the following points, details of "hich are spelled out in the enclosed 'Calking Paper: 

.... 

1. Maurer's Trip to Peking. "Ie believe that a major point in your conversation >lith Maurer should be our vielvs toward Communist China. Maurer is going to Peking in early .July. He will be the first top leader ()f any nation, particularly the first Communist leader, to go straight from ;lashington to Pele'ing with a direct impression of your, vie~ls on China. He therefore believe that you 'should make a particu'lar point during the conversation of raising China and getting across our centt'al views -- essentially that He are firmly resolved to defend Viet-Nam, but at the same time do not threaten China and hope for an ultimate peace of reconciliation I"ith her. 
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~le ur;;e that you !!2.!:. get into any discussion on the internal situa­tion in Communist China, or Hong Kong. Any remarks on these topics' might be misinterpreted by I1aurer or the people ,~ith ",hom he talks in Pel~ing. 

2. On Viet-N.1m, Romania has specifically avoided a medi.1ting role. H2.uc:ct· has haa some t<~lks ,.ith North Vietnamese, and you may uish to as:, nii .. "'nether he has any current impressions of their position. How­ever, "'e do not suggest that he ,be :siver .• nytlt,i.ng more than a standard s'ta'l:empnl: of om' basic positions -- our desire for a peaceful solution, our Hilliniiness to talk, but our insistence tllCi-t there be some recipro­cd militn"y action if tVe ire to stop 1I1> .. 1>{.,'3" 

3. KosyC;in T.::tlks. You mey UiS~l to discuss. ",,~th Mnurer your talks '{-lith rCosygin. 

4. He2.r East '~risis~ You may Hish ~o ,..,.,leoUl2 the moderate 1l0manLan vie<'point as e:c:?ressed by Maurer in hiS Gener.l A.ssembly speech and to set forth U.S. vic"s on the solution of the crisis. 

5. U.S.-'.lomnnian Relations. The Romanians have emphasized the im­portance of ac·tive trade tvith all countries as a Itey factor in their in­dependence. You may wish to express appreciation of Romania's independent pOlicies and to say that you hope that Congress will take the necessary actions Crene"al of the 2x-Im Bank charter, passage of an East-;'lest Trade Bill) to make po'ssLble a fUrther increase in our trade • 

6. Mancscu's Candidacy for the United Nations General Assembly Presidency. If theilomanians raise the question of the possibility of our sup!,>orting Nanescu for the !,>res idency of the 22nd General Assembly, you may ",ish to reiterate our high regard for Mr; Mnnescu ), .. 1; 1;6 say 1;h6t 

~i~l:Z:';,.; :'~~~;d ~4 ~.(·7;·O,Jr 
In add[tion to the Talking Paper, I am enclosing Background Papers on China, Viet-Nam negotiation efforts, and U.S.-J1.omanian economic rela­tio,ns, as 1'1e 11 as biographic sketches 01\ thE: Premier and the Foreign Minister. 

Enclosures: 

1. Talking Paper. 
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PRESIDENTIAL MEETING WITH ROMANIAN PREMIER 
June 1967 

Talking Paper 

Your Talks with Kosygin 
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Premier Maurer will be interested in your conversations with 
Kosygin not only as they related to the Near East and Viet-Nam but 
also as they touched on the Nonproliferation Treaty, a subject in 
which the Romanians have shown considerable interest. 

Recommended US Position 

You may wish to tell Maurer as much as the nature of your 
talks with Kosygin will permit. 

2. Romanian Attitudes on Near East Crisis 

Romania has steered a middle course Which differs sharply 
from the anti-Israeli positions of the other Communist countries. 
Bucharest has not accused Israel of aggression nor broken rela­
tions with Israel. It has urged that Israeli forces withdraw 
from Arab territory and that the parties to the dispute negotiate 
their differences on the basis of the interests of the peoples 
involved. Romania has also urged "peaceful coexistence" in the 
area and a solution of the problem of the Arab refugees. 

Premier Maurer, at the General Assembly on June 23, stated 
Romania's position on the Near East situation in reasoned and 
moderate· terms. He called for the creation of a f:limate conducive 
to a real settlement by the countries of the region themselves 
and guaranteeing to them the right to independence and to security, 
enabling them to devote their efforts to economic and social 
progress. He defined the essential conditions for this climate 
as scrupulous observance of the ceasefire and Israel's withdrawal 
from and renunciation of all territory gained by military actions;. 
the elimination of all foreign influence in the affairs of the 
countries of the area; and respect for the basic interests of 
each state with due regard for its independence and sovereign 
existence. Notably, he did not call for a condemnation of Israel. 
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Recommended US Position • 

We are gratified that the Romanian Government has called upon the parties involved to resolve their differences on the basis of their respective interests. We reject Arab -_ .. """ - ---
charges of military involvement in the Near East conflict-a~ • consider that the first and greatest requirement is that each Near East nation accept the right of its neighbors to statile and 
secur~ existence. .The US is prepared to cooperate with all . nations on the basis of this fundamental principle and to share anew in alleviating the suffering of the peoples of the Near East. It is our earnest hope that the Romanian Government will join in common efforts to bring about a peaceful settlement of the crisis and permanent stability in the area. 

3. Maurer's Trip to Peking 

. Maurer plans to be in Peking on July 3. Romania has played a relatively i.ndependent role in the Sino-Soviet dispute. While not supporting the Communist Chinese position, Romania because of its emphasis on the right of every Communist Party and.State independ­ently to determine its own policies has opposed international meetings which would result in condemnation or criticism of another Communist State and Party. At Secretary Rusk's dinner on June 23, Maurer confessed lack of detailed information on China and was not sure his visit of a few days could produce much clarification. He thought, however, the period of struggle in Red China was drawing to a close and that there will soon be a.period of "considerable consolidation". He was not concerned that the Communist Chinese would probably resent a visit to you on the eve of his journey and said he would welcome Peking knowing that "it's views on a certain matter or a certain country" are not Romania's vi,ews. 

Recommended US Position 

a. The US wants peace with the Chinese Communists but is determined to resist and oppose present Chinese Communist efforts to encourage and promote violence and conflict in Southeast Asia and elsewhere. 

b. The US has watched with puzzlement the development of the internal situation within Communist China over the past year but believes this is solely a matter for resolution by the Chinese 
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themselves. Our interest in internal developments is the hope that ultimately Chinese Communist leaders will be prepared to sit down with the US and other countries in the area to discuss reasonably ways and means of 'achieving and ensuring peace. 

c. The US is prepared to cooperate with the Chinese Com­munists and with their neighbors, whenever they are ready, in promoting peace, stability, and independent and free development of the countries of Asia. 

d. The US is prepared to discuss with the Chinese Communists, as with other states, our common interest in avoiding the use and proliferation of nuclear weapons and missiles. We hope the Chinese will at some point agree to enter into disarmament agreements. In the meantime the US must obviously, along with other interested countries, consider the potential threat to its security which the' Chinese weapons program represents. 

e. The US dialogue with Communist China continues in Warsaw. Although little progress has been made toward opening up channels of communication and contact or even toward resolving minor issues between the US and the Chinese Communists, the US desires to con­tinue and develop bilateral contacts with Communist China. 

f. Differing US-Chinese Communist views on the Taiwan ques­tion unquestionably represent major problems, particularly from the Chinese Communist standpoint. We have repeatedly but unsuccess­fully tried to get the Chinese Communists to agree to an understand­ing against the use of force to resolve this question. Communist China must recognize that we will not abandon our commitment to defend Taiwan from armed attack. 

g. We have tried to make clear to the Chinese that the US does not have hostile intentions toward it, does not intend to attack it. We do not know whether the Chinese really understand this since they repeatedly allege the contrary. We have told the Chinese Communists of our hope that the Vietnam conflict will not be expanded into a larger war by the injection of new outside elements. 

h. We are convinced that a peaceful resolution of the Viet­Nam conflict can be achieved despite the current Chinese opposition to negotiations. 
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i. The US recognizes a legitimate Chinese interest in their 
own security. At the same time, the Chinese Communists must recog­
nize the legitimate security interests of their neighbors. 

j. The essence of our view on Chinese representation in the 
UN is that the Republic of China's place in the UN must be preserved 
and that there is neither justice nor logic in proposals calling 
for the expulsion of the Republic of China and seating the' Chinese 
Communists in their place. 

k. (Should Maurer attribute to the US any remarks regarding 
the situation in Hong Kong this could prejudice the Hong Kong 
problem. Consequently, discussion of Hong Kong should probably 
be avoided.) 

4. Viet-Nam 

'Although more restrained than some of the other Communist 
countries in condemnation of US policy in Viet-Nam, 'the Romanians 
follow the general Communist position. 

Recommended US Position 

In view of Maurer's projected visit to Communist China, you 
may wish to use this opportunity to give him a clear statement of 
the US position. 

5. US-Romanian Relations 

A significant factor in the development of US-Romanian rela­
tions during the past four or five years has been Romania's 
determination to strengthen its independence and to pursue policies, 
both internally and abroad, which serve Romanian national interests. 
Its firm purpose in this regard has been manifested earlier by its 
uncommitted position in the Sino-Soviet dispute; its successful 
efforts to eliminate once-pervasive Soviet cultural, economic and 
political influences within Romania; and its resistance to Soviet 
attempts to transform the CEMA organization into a supra-national 
economic planning body and to bring, about closer political and 
military integration within the Warsaw Pact. More recent evi­
dences of Romanian independence have been its establishment of 
diplomatic relations with, the Federal Republic of Germany and the 
moderate position which it has taken in the Middle East crisis. 
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For the past six or eight months, the Romanians have made clear that they seek closer relations, particularly from the economic point of view, despite Viet-Nam. Manescu said at Secretary Rusk's dinner on June 23 that the Romania~s want trade not aid and emphasized their economic development is a force which enables them to be master in their own house. He expressed disappointment at the practical difficulties they have encountered in expanding their trade, particularly the lack of most favored nation tariff treatment. The Romanians understand that Congres­sional action which would make possible a lifting of discrimihatory tariffs is not likely in the immediate future. They are actively negotiating in the US for several large industrial installations, including a glass plant, a pork-packing plant, an artificial fibers plant, and some smaller installations. EXIM Bank has told them it will consider guaranteeing credit for the glass plant, but wishes to wait until Congress has extended EXIM's charter. 

Recommended US Position 

We understand clearly Romania's determination, while preserv­ing its friendly ties with the Soviet Union, to maintain fully its independence and sovereignty and to act pursuant to its own national interests. 

We will continue to do everything we can, within the limits imposed by Congressional attitudes on East-West trade, to.··encourage increased trade with Romania. The difficulties in getting Congres­sional approval arise out of a broader context involving Viet-Nam and problems with other Communist countries and not out of any ill will for Romania. We will of course continue to support legislation on East-West trade as well as the extension of the EXIM Bank's authority to guarantee credits, including such authority with respect to the Communist countries. 

6. Manescu's candidacy for the 22nd GA Presidency 

The Romanians in November 1966 asked our support for the candidacy of Foreign Minister Manescu for the presidency of the 22nd General Assembly. We told them that we could not commit ourselves so early but commented favorably on Manescu's personal 
qualifications. 
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Recommended US Position 

If the subject is raised by the Romanians, you may wish to 
reiterate our high regard for Mr. Manescu .815 II; TR)' l;Aal; it is 
sU.1-r--tOQ;SJIr'I' fn up to make II eem"HmsQ,. ~ ~ ~ ~/ 
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