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3. Sullker bas a.a amlaMe laach wUb It,. 
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elea.aer politics. 
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REF: SAIGCN 28218, STATE 212155 By ~ NARA, Dare 7-';>-C;~ 
1. AT MY INVITAT ION THIEU, KY AN!JGEPlERAL VIEN CA:-JE TO MY HOUSE: /l'OR LUNCH JUNE 19, TOGETHER \/JrITH Af'lBASSADOR LOCKE AtilO GENERA'- WESTl~aU1.AIm o·-MY PURPOSE WAS TO BR INS THIEU KY AN:) V IU TOGETHER IN INFORMAL SURROUND INGS TO DISCUSS lliE QUEST rON OF UNIT'(OF THE ·ARMED roRCESAl\'O SEE WHETHER IT ,//OULD BE ?OSSlBLE TO GET SOME AGREEMENT ON THEIR PART" TO A pUSl.rc STATEMENT SUaSCRIBED TO BYALLT·HREE REAFFIRMING' . VI£N!S EARLI£R ANNOUNCEMEt-lT AND CONTAINING SPECIFIC INSTRU'CTIONS -

• 

TO THE AAKED FORCES TO REFR~IN FROM INVClt VEMENT --IN.· THE-·P{I;·f1'·lCAL· -----­SITUATION. I PIUI'OSED. TO SUGGitST-TO THE!'! THAT SUCH A S'TATE-.- - MtNfBE CIRCULATED TO OFFICERS ANI) RANKS WITH SPECIFIC ....... - lIV5TRUCTICN S ISSUED TO CORPS CotlJMANDERS TO SEE THAT THE ]#.ISTRUcr rmlS VEttE CARR lED 0 ur • 
Z. I ALSO \lAm-ED TO Discuss \tilTH THDI CERTAIN lIJAnERSRELAiio----·-------'TO llfE VISIT OF SECUT'ARY MCNAMARA AND UNDER SE~ETAR.Y . KATZENBACH. THE LUNCHEON T001C' PLACE: IN Arl INFORMAL AND c.oJIDIAL ATMOSPHERE wITH NO EVIDENCE OF STRAIN BETWEEN OUR VIETNAMESE PARTICIPANTS. 

3. ~E INFORMED THE~1 OF SECRETARY lIICNAMARMs W'ISHES TO MAKE· .. ··' -nilS A STR[C!LY WilRKING VISIT AND TO AVOID CEREMONIAL AND PRora::OLAR'f AFFAIRS. GENERAL WESTMORELAID OUTLINED PLANS WI {CH HAD BEEN ?i1EPARED FOR THE SECilETARY'SFIELD TRIPS." 

'4. WE THE" GOT INTO THE QUESTION OF ADDITIONAL FREE WORLD TRQCPS, A SUBJECT TOO PlUCH DISCUSSED IN PUBLIC BY BOTH lli lEU AND KY, AND MADE iT VERY CLEAR TO THEM THAT IT WOULD "OTBE-POSSlm:-r-FOR--THE-PRESIDEt4I"TO ACCeD! "TO-RE'QUUTrOR ADDIUCllAL TROOPS U).!:I./ilSS MAXtMlJ1\\ /lSE !-liRE" /VIAbE' OF-AVAILABlE VI Ertll.\)\ESE "IAIIJPo.we:1L- WE FOUND READY ACCEPT ANCIi:ON THEIR PM:T-a: TtU, FAt:r THAT THIS WOULD BE NECESSARY. GENERAL_ .. --\{£S1'JII ORELAND SUGGEStD AS A MEASURE PRELIMINARY TO MOBIL IZAT ION THAT .THE TERMS OF THOSE PRESENTLY .IN SERVICE. BE EXTENDED AND .. 
NOT TO BE '<E!>RODUCED _~·~\~S!~6~r~.~T~~~~ - WITIIOUT THE AUTHORIZATION 

OF THE EXEC'wTI' E SECRETARY 
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THEACF; CF INDJ)CTION REDUCED. THERE 'dAS--AGREEMENT- BY THE --- __ • 
VIETNAMESE THAT THIS SHOULD BE DONE. GENERAL VIEN SUGGESTED ______ _ 
lliAT HE ISSUE ORDERS Fon EXTENSION_OF SERVICE NO".IlfITHOIrr -----------­
MAKING AN'{ PUBLIC ANNOUNC£MENT aEFORE THE ELECTIONS.' THERE 

---SEEPIEDTO BE GENERAL AGREEPIENT THAT THIS ~OULD BE A GOOD 
PRO CEDmE. 

5. CN THE SUBJECT OF 1IIOBII.IZATION , KY ASSERTED TIiAT IT VAS--------.. ,-- -----­
IMPORTANT THAT THIS SHOULD 8E DONE AS SOO:~ AS POSSIBLE _, ' 

-(AFTER THE ELECT IONS) BY THE NEI1 GOVERNMENT', THAT THE NtJlIIBER 
QO VIETNAMESE TROCPS SHOULD BE SUBSTANTIALLY mCREAsrD AND 

"THAT THEY CERTAINLY COULD NOT EXPECT ADDITIONAl. FREE WORLD 
TR OOPS UNLESS THEY MADE A GREATER EFFORT THEMSEl.VES. IE FELT , • 
THAT PlOBILIZATION WOULD ACTUALLY Il'IFRCvE lIIORALE IN'TliE COUNTRY 

-,--- ANILWOUl.D MAKE THE PEOPl.E MO;'IE DETERPIINED TO BR ING THE WAR 
-:TO A SUCCESSnJl.. CONQ.USION. BOTH THIEU AND GENERAL VIEN 

ACQUIESCED IN THIS VIEW. ---- __ 

6. WE THEN ENTERED INTO THE QUESTION OF THE DESmABIl.ITY OF 
A JOINT STATEMENT OF NON-ItNOl.VEMENT OF THE- ARMED FenCES 
IN POLITICS POINTING OUT THAT nlo IMPrJRTANT PRINCIPl.ES VERE 
INV Ot VED: (A) FREE ,FA 1ft AND' HONEST ELECT IONS, AND (9) 
CONCENTRATION OF THE ARMED FORCES ON FIGHTING THE WAR. 
90TH TIiIEU AND KY REPLIED THAT GENERAL VIEN HAD lIIADE SUCH AN 
ANNOUNCEMENT AND THAT THEY HAD Et-J"DORSED ITFREQlJ£NTL Y. I 

; SA-IDTHAT GENERAL VIEN· S STATEMENT HAD BEEN MADE SOME'HPIE AGO" ---"-
AND I F.El.T THAT IT NEEDED TO BE REINFORCED AND POINTED OUT 
THAT RU"IO!'lSW£RE ALREADY CIRCULATING CASTING DOUBT BarK ON THE 
POSSIBILITY Of FREE ELECTIONS AND THE NON-INVOLVEMENT OF THE 

---MILITARY: IT WAS NOT NECESSARIl.YA FACT THAT MATTERED SO lIIUCH 
AS WHAT PEOLBE BELIEVED TO BE TRUE. CONSEQUENTLY I FELT IT 
MADE SENSE TO ANT ICIPATE THESE RUMo.~S AND WHAT VAS LIKELY 
TO AP?EAR IN THE PRESS. I POINTED OUT THAT BOTH KONESE ELECT,IONS 
AND CClIICENTRATION BY THE PlILITARY ON TIiE WAR EFFORT'HAD A--- _ 

:_,-,.-:DIRECT BEARING Al.SO N THE lIIANPIIl1ER PROIIL£l'IS WEIiAD 
... --- : ___ PREVIOUSL Y DISCUSSED: THE FREE WORLD COULD NOT BE EXPECTED 
.. ,--,-,., TO FURNISH ADDITIONAL FORCES IF THE VIETNAlIIESE lIIILlTARV WAS 

DI VERT ED FR 0>1 CONCENTRAT ION ON THE WAR EFFeaT. 

, 7. KY SAID THAT HE WOULD BE WILLING to SIGN SUCHAN AGREEMENT. 
_ Jli ItllFELT- THAT IT 1lI0ULD SE ADEQUATE IF GENERAL VIEN SHOULD 

.. -- REITERATE HIS STATEMENT AND INSTRCT HIS TROOP INFORMATION 
DIV ISION TO SEE THAT IT VAS IMPLEMENTED. GENERAL .vIEN THEN 

. -'- -~ .- .-.-- --- .----
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SUGGESTED THAT SINe! THE: DIRECTORATE tlAS THE GOVERflM£Nr; 
..IT WOULD BEA GOOD IDEA TO HAVE THE DIRECTORATE'-I-SSUE SUCH_ 

:-:,-,;;.~_-::- A STATEMENT. AMBASSAD CIt LOCKE") GENER AL WESTr~RELAND AND I ALL 
. ____ ,"-',-,- FELT TH IS \'IOULD BE EVEN BEnER THAN HAVING A STATEMENT SIGNED 

TN ru lEU. KY AND VIEN. KY SAID THAT THE !'lATTER tOULI) BE TAKEN 
tP AT A MEET ING OF THE OIRECTo.1ATE LATER TODAY • (STILL LATER 
AT GENERAL V lEN'S RECEPI'ION CELEaRATING" ARMED FoaCES DAY, KY 

. TOLD AMBASSADIl1I. LOCKE AND !'IE THAT HE WOULD BE HOST A DINNER 
_~~ ___ -FOR HIS--GENERALS AND WOULD BRING UP THE !'lATTER THEREML ' 

1li lEU. HOWEVER. WAS RATHER NON-COMMITAL. 

8. I DO NOT KNOW WHAT THE PRESENr ODDS ARE ON HAVING SUCH 
A SHTEME-Nl':ISSUED-, BU1' I THINK THAT 1ff THE LIGHT OF OUR T~t.IL 
tODAY IF SOMETHING IS NOT FORTHCOMING "'TH-IN A FEW DAYS-, 1- __ 

- .of .• 

·-:::::::~~:---WllLL AT LEAST BE IN A POSITION TO PROD ALL -THREE INTO TAKING 
.-------':-"SQ'vJE ACt ION. 

9. WE HAD A GENEnAI. -DISCUSSION ALSO ON OTHER ASI'£CTS OF l'HE 
,"" -. WA~. METHODS TO HOLD OFF INFILTRATION. THE EFFECT IVENESS OF 

1li E BCJIlBING AND THE GREAT IMPo:R.TANCE OF THE RD PROGR AM. WE 
!'IADi CLEAR THE GREAT IMPORTANCE WE A'ITACHED '!O CONT INUED PROGRESS 
CJI SOTH THE MILITARY mOo'\IT AND IN ftEVOI.UTIONARY DEVELOPMENT 
DUUNG THE: ELECTION PEI'lIOD~ THEY AGlEED THAT EFFalTS ON THESE 
fRONTS SHOULD NOT BE DIMINISHED BY DIVERSION OF ATTENTION TO 
nu: ELiCT IONS. 

to. CCMMENT; IN- VIEW OF THE FR IENnL YAND INFORMALATMOSPK£RE 
WflI-Qr PREVA1LED_TIIIR_OUSKOIJI' THE MEnUG," THE FACT THAT EVERYONE 
Pl£S£NT 'PARTlCI?ATED,FREELYIN THE DISCUSSIONS AND THAT . 

- AGiEEM£N'r-HADBEEN REACHED ON SEVERAL IMPORTANT 'MATTERS, 
__ ;i":~_-'" -Af'lBASSAD OR Lex: KE. GENERAL WESTMORELAND AND I FELT THATT_HE 
--- LUliCHEClJ HAD BEEN VERY WOR.TMWHILE AND THAT W~--SHOULD 

REPEAT THE PRACTICE AT PERIODIC INTERVALS. '-WKILE'--I DO NOT -, 
EXPECT ANY M IRAQ.ES TO RESULT, IT IS AN OPENING- WEDGE AND 
I 1li INK FURTHER SUCH l'IEETINGS l'IAY PitOVE USEFUL. BUNKER 
BT 
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PAG~ ~ QF J !'AGE~ 

, 1. 

•• I.JV ING AND 
WORKING CONDITIONS IN HANOI ARE MisERABLE • "THERE IS NO 'DECENT 1'000, 

,/ 
, -' 

NO AV,uCP;SU W-OMEN""; NO M"OnON PIilTUREs., AND '/j'9.IHiNG' tci--li6--A'l:,--/lIGHT. 
, . - .. 

WClaK Is INTERRUPTED BY AS MANY AS TWELVE AIR RAID ALERTS IN A 24-HOUR 
PER 100. 

, ' ON!:;"¥: V_1SITOiis-ARE -SHOWN -AROUND.-'-THE NORTH"-IJ-iETN1\M~!:, ' -, 

FACtS, AND F'IGUREs-ARit""'cifTEN 'rAfsE, AND THER'E'IS LittLE: CHANCE or 
tINDING OUT THE TRUTH. 

2. ' THE STORY ABOUT A BRITISH SHIP HAVING BEEN HIT BY u.S. PLANES 
WAS']I-LIE. .IT WAS HIT BY NORTH V IETNAMESE MISSILES. 

WAS IN HAL PONG AT THE TIME BUT ·WAS_N"OL.ALLOWED TO SEE THE SHIP; THE 
NORTH VIETNAMESE TOLD HIM IT HAD SAILED. ON ANOTHER OCCASION A . THERMIC STATION (PRESUMABLY A THERMOELECTRIC PLANT) WAS DESTROYED 

1.3{-'1)(4) 
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-'·3. ..-. - .. • ·.-iii···iI· ......... IHE ,CIU. OFPJ/U I·y~tti*AMDrN1f-

PROViNCE-· •••••• HAD BEEN COMPLETELY FLATTENED BY BOMBING • 

.THE--elTY HI\S3EASED TO EXIST. 

THE AMERICANS TRY TO TERRORIZE THE ~OeULATION • 

4. ••••••••••• THERE IS STILL TROUBJ;E ABOUT 1 

THE TRANSIT OF SOVIET AID TO NoRTH VIETNAM THROUGH CHINA. 

COM~ENT: NORTH VIETNAMESE OFFICIALS ARE CURRENTLY STATING THAT THIS . . 
Pit OBLE~l HAS BEEN SOLVED. 

5. _ DISSEM, - STATE ~INCPAC: AR~AC PACFLT 

PACAF 
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