Wednesday, June 21, 1967
9:15 a. m,

Mr. Praaident:
Herewith some Interesting morniag items:

L. Faisal finds his feet, his tongue, his
independencas.

2. Bruce thinks Wilson has found a not-
very-good way to deal with East of Sues in 1975.

3. Bunker has an amiable lunch with Ky
and Thieu and talks Vietnamese manpower and
cleaner politics.
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1o AT MY INVITATION THIEU, KY AND GEMERAL VIEN CAME TO »

MY HOUSE ZOR LUNCH JUNE 19, TOGETHER wiTH AMBASSADOR L OCKE

AND GENERAL WESTMGRELAKD MY PURPOSE WAS TO BRING THIEY

KY ANO VIEN TOGETHER IN INFORMAL SURROUNDINGS TO DISCYSS . . ...
THE QUESTLON OF UNITY OF TME .ARMED FORCES AND SEE YHETHER - . . _ |
IT JOULD BE POSSIBLE TO GET SOME AGREEMENT ON THEIR PART
TO A PUBL IC STATEMENT SUBSCRIBED TO BY ALLTHREE REAFFIRMING

VIEN®S EARL LER ANNOUNCEMENT AND CONTAINING SPECIFIC INSTRUCTIONS -
TO THE ARMED FORCES TO REFRAIN FROM INVOLVEMENT _IN- THE-- PG 2T ICAL — ——
SITUATION . I PROPOSED TO SUBGEST-TO THEM THAT SUCH A STATE-

% I ALSO WANTED TO DIScuyss WITH THEM CERTAIN MATTERS RELATED
O THE VISIT OF SECRETARY MCNAMARA AND UNDER SECRETARY
‘ - KATZENBACH. THE LUNCHEON TOOX" PLACE IN AM INFCRMAL AND
=+ . .. CORDIAL ATMOSPHERE WITH NO EVIDENCE OF STRAIN BETWEEN OUR
VIETNAMESE PARTICIPANTS.

3. WE INFORMED THEM OF SECRETARY MCNAMARA‘S WISHES TO MAKE
THIS A STRICTLY WERKING VISIT AND TO AVOID CEREMONIAL AND
PROT OC OLARY AFFAIRS. GENERAL WESTMORELAND OUTLINED PLANS
M ICH HAD BEEN FREPARED FOR THE SECRETARY'S FIELD TRIPS. ™

4. WE THEN GOT INTO THE QUESTION OF ADDIT IONAL FREE WORLD : .
TRQP S, A SUBJECT TOO MUCH DISCUSSED IN PUBLIC BY BOTH : -
THIEU AND KY, AND MADE IT VERY CLEAR TO THEM THAT IT WOULD
NOT -BE-POSSIBLE-FOR-THE—PRESIDENT TO ACCEDE TO-REQUEST “FOR
ADD IT IGN AL TROOPS UNLESS MA X IMUM USE WERE MADE OF AVAILABLE '
VIETNAMESE MANPOWER . WE FOUND READY ACCEFTANCE ON THEIR , .
PRRT O THE FACT THAT THIS WOULD BE NECESSARY. GENERAL. .. — -

- WESTMORELAND SUGGESED AS A MEASURE PRELIMINARY TO MOBIL IZAT ION .
THAT THE TERMS OF THOSE PRESENTLY AN SERVICE BE EXTENDED AND

AP . y NOT TO BE REPRODUCED
IR TEECRET WATHEUT THE AUTHORIZATION
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THE AGE O INDYCTION REDUCED. ‘THERE WAS "AGREEMENT BY THE - - ..  “

VIETNAMESE THAT THIS SHOULD BE DONE. GENERAL VIEN SUGGESTED o

THAT HE ISSUE ORDERS FOR EXTENSION OF SERVICE NOYW WITHOGT
.—- - MAKING ANY PUBLIC ANNOUNCEMENT BEFORE THE ELECTIONS. THERE .

~SEEMED TO BE GENERAL AGREEMENT THAT THIS ¥0
PRO CEDWRE. = WOULD BE A GOOD

L

5. 0N THE SUBJECT OF MOBILIZATION, KY ASSERTED THAT IT VAS— "
- IMPORTANT THAT THIS SHOULD EF DONE AS SOON AS POSSIBLE . . .
-CAFTER THE ELECTIONS) BY THE NEY GOVERNMENT', THAT THE NyMBER

- AND.WOULD MAKE THE PEOPLE MQRE DETERMINED TO BRING THE VAR
~--TQ A SUCCESSFUL CONCLUSION, BOTH THIEU AND GENERAL VIEN
-~ ACQUIESCED IN THIS VIEW, ~ e

6. WE THEN ENTERED INTO THE QUESTION OF THE DESIRABILITY OF |
A JOINT STATEMENT OF NON-INVOLVEWMENT OF THE ARMED FORCES L
IN POLITICS POINTING OUT THAT TvO IMPORTANT FRINCIFLES WERE -
INVOLVED : (A) FREE, FAIR AND' HONEST ELECTIONS, AND (B) |
CONCENTRATICN OF THE ARMED FORCES ON FIGHTING THE WAR.
BOTH THIEU AND KY REPLIED THAT GENERAL VIEN HAD MADE SUCH AN
ANNOUNCEMENT AND THAT THEY HAD ENDORSED IT FREQUENTLY. I ST
‘SAIO THAT GENERAL VIEN'S STATEMENT KAD BEEN MADE SOMETIME AGO- - —
" AND I FELT THAT IT NEEDED TO BE REINFORCED AND POINTED OUT '
THAT RUMORS WERE ALREADY CIRCULATING CASTING DOUBT BOTH ON THE
POSSIBILITY OF FREE ELECTIONS AND THE NON-INVOLVEMENT OF THE
-~ ==~ WILITARY : IT WAS NOT NECESSARILY A FACT THAT MATTERED SO MUCH
'~ AS WHAT PEOLBE BELIEVED TO BE TRUE. CONSEQUENTLY I FELT IT
MADE SENSE TO ANTICIPATE THESE RUMCRS AND WHAT WAS L IKELY
TO APPEAR IN THE PRESS. I POINTED OUT THAT BOTH MONESE ELECTIONS
... ..AND COICENTRATION BY THE MILITARY ON THE AR EFFORT HAD A ... .
©.[0. . -DIRECT BEARING ALSO N THE MANPGWER PROBLEMS WE -HAD
 wim-PREVIOUSLY D ISCUSSED ; THE FREE WORLD COULD NOT BE EXPECTED
TO FURNISH ADD ITIONAL FORCES IF THE VIETNAMESE MILITARY WAS
DIVERTED FRG! CONCENTRATION ON THE WAR EFFCRT.

7. KY SAID THAT HE WOLLD BE WILLING TO SIGN SUCH AN AGREEMENT.
- THIEU-FELT THAT IT YOULD BE ADEQUATE IF GENERAL VIEN SHOULD

REITERATE HIS STATEMENT AND INSTRCT HIS TROOP INFORMAT ION

DIVISION TO SEE THAT IT WAS IMPLEMENTED. GENERAL VIEN THEN
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~ SUGGESTED THAT SINCZ THE DIRECTORATE WAS THE GOVERMMENT
o e .. IT. YOULD BE--A GOWD IDEA TO HAVE THE DIRECTORATE“ISSUE SUCH . _
" iliw A STATEMENT. AMBASSADR LOCKE, GENERAL WESTMRELAND AND 1 ALL
' s FELT THIS WOULD BE EVEN BETTER THAN HAVING A STATEMENT SIGNED
| BY THIEU, KY AND VIEN. KY SAID THAT THE MATTER COULD BE TAKEN ,
W AT A MEETING OF THE DIRECTORATE LATER TODAY. (STILL LATER
AT GENERAL VIEN'S RECEPTION CELEBRAT ING" ARMED FORCES DAY, KY
| 'TOLD AMBASSADOR LOCKE AND ME THAT HE WOULD BE HOST A DINNER
< .i---FOR H1S-GENERALS AND WOULD BRING UP THE MATTER THEREML
- T™H IEU, HOWEVER, WAS RATHER NOK-COMMITAL .

8. 1 DO NOT KNOW WHAT THE PRESENL. ODDS ARE ON HAVING SUCH

A STATEMENT ISSUED; BUT I THINK THAT IN THE LIGHT OF OUR TALK. . .-.
‘ TODAY IF SOMETHING IS NOT FORTHCOMING WITHIN A FEW DAYS, I ..
= WILL AT LEAST BE IN A POSITION TO FROD ALL THREE INTO TAKING ~~~= ~=-=

. __11‘___—#:-;.--5'6.“ E 7 A cr IONO l

‘ _ S WE HAD A GENERAL ‘DISCUSSION ALSO ON OTHER ASPECTS OF THE

wresco WAR , METHODS T-0 HOLD OFF INFILTRATION, THE EFFECTIVENESS OF

: THE BMBING AND THE GREAT IMPORTANCE OF THE RD PROGRAM. WE
MADE CLEAR THE GREAT IMPORTANCE WE ATTACHED TO CONT INYED PROGRESS
QN BOTH THE MILITARY FRONT AND IN REVGOLUT IONARY DEVELOFMENT
CURING THE ELECTION PERIOD. THEY AGREED THAT EFFORTS ON THESE
FRONTS SHOULD NOT BE DIMINISHED BY DIVERSION OF ATTENTION TO
THE ELECT I0NS, '

10, COMMENT ;: IN VIEW OF THE FRIENDLY AND INFORMAL ATMOSPHERE - =--n |
- WHICH PREVAILED. TRROUGHOUT THE HEETING, THE FACT THAT EVERYONE
PRESENT PART ICIPATED FREELY IN THE DISCUSSIONS AND THAT

~-~"" AGREEMENT HAD BEEN REACHED ON SEVERAL IMPORTANT MATTERS,

8T TAMBASSADGR LOCKE , GENERAL VESTMORELAND AND I FELT THAT THE .. .

s~ LUNCHEQN HAD BEEN VERY WORTWWHILE AND THAT WE-SHOULD . ' - e

REPEAT THE PRACTICE AT PERIODIC INTERVALS.WHILE I DO WOT e
EXPECT ANY MIRACLES TO RESWLT, IT IS AN OPENING VEDGE AND

I TH INK FURTHER SUCH MEETINGS MAY PROVE USEFUL . BUNKER

m .
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\ LIVING AND

WORKING CONDITIONS IN HANOI ARE MISERABLE. ~ THERE IS NO DECENT FOOD,

i/
NO KVEIEABLE WOMEN" NO MOTIO

N P';.ﬁTURES-, AND NOTHING TO DO AT "NIGHT,
WORK Is INTERRUPTED BY AS MANY AS TWELVE AIR RAID ALERTS IN A 24~HOUR

PERIOD. “

_ ONEY. VISITORS ARE ‘SHOWN -AROUND .- "THE NORTH-VIETNAMESE

FACTS. AND FIGURES ARE OFTEN FALSE, AND THERE IS LITTLE CHANCE oOF
FINDING oUT THE - TRUTH

1.3(a)(4)

" THE STORY ABOUT A BRITISH SHIP HAVING BEEN HIT BY U.S.

PLANES
WAS A" LIE,

IT WAS HIT BY NORTH UIETNAMESE MISSILES, _

2
WAS IN HAIPONG AT THE TIME BUT WAS NOT ALLOWED TO SEE I'HE SHIP; THE S
'NOQTH VIETNAMESE TOLD HIM IT HAD SAILED. ON ANOTHER OCCASION A
_ TH:.R{J_IF STATION (PRESUMABLY A THERMOELECTRIC PLANT) WAS DESTROYED
N 1.3(2)(4)
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> WSS THE CITY. OF PHU LYTH wi6 Drmi. —

PROVI\ICE — HAD BEEN CONPLETELY FLATTENED BY BONBING

THE-CITY HAS_CEASED TO EXiIsST.

1. 3(3){4)

1.3

HE  AMERICANS TRY TO TERRORIZE THE POPULATION,

_ THERE IS STILL TROUBLE ABOUT _ ,

THE TRANSIT OF SOVIET AID TO NORTH VIEINAM THROUGH CHINA,
. COM“‘)ENT :

T

— :
NORTH VIETNAMESE OFFICIALS ARE CURRENTLY STATING THAT THIS

5. NI DISSEM: . STATE cmcmc ARPAC PACFLT .

PACAF — ,
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PROBLEM HAS BEEN SOLVED.
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