THE WHITE HOUSE
WASHINGTON

Monday, July 10, 1967
12:45 p.m,

MR, PRESIDENT :

This prisoner may have been telling us
what he thought we wanted to hear, but there
have been others captured in Laos with a

similar view,

—CONFIDENTIATLattachment

COPY 1BJ LIBRARY




CENTRAL INTELLIGENCE AGEN.Y v ROUTINE

. -
Intelligence Information Cable ©n 07125 w

PAGE 1 OF 3 PAGES
BTATE/INR  DIA  NMCC/MC  (SEGDEF  JC5  ARMY  NAVY AR} CIA/NMCE  NIC  NSA OCR  SDG  AID

| __EX0 * USIA ONE ORR DG5S cGs

Thia malerial contains Information affecting the Kational Defense of the United su
783 and 754, the tranamisson OF TOTOAHOD Gr SbAb e mABNer £0 AD AnRUTIE LG mpmml’f‘pmmn?%ym“ Laws, Tiils 12, US.C.

THIS IS AN lN.FORMATION REPORT, NOT FINAI.L.Y EVALUATED INTELLIGENCE, -
0807042 cE e
1 Ll 1 Ty,

: DisT 8 quuv 1967 -
COUNTRY: " NORTH VIETNAM ' S .

DOI: MARCH 1567

e

SUBJECT: POOR MORALE AMONG NORTH VIEINAMESE TROOPS AND
POPULACE: EFFECTS OF BOMBING
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1. WITH THE EXCEPTION OF SOME SENIOR.LAQ.DONG_PARTY CADRES,
MOST OF THE NORTH VIETNAMESE TROOPS ARE DISCOURAGED AND AFRAID.

THE DESERTION RATE AMONG THE COMMUNIST"TT!OOPS I5 MoUNTING DAILY
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AS FOR THE MONTAGNARD PEOPLES SUCH AS THaI AND MEO IN THE LAI CHay-

SON LA AREA, 8 _PERCENT HAVE - DESERTED. IN THE CASE OF A Compan~ OF
- MONTAGNARDS WHICH HAD JUST BEEN FORMEDE

73
A%%?
, ALL THE SOLDIERS
DESERTED LEAVING ONLY THE NONCOMNISSIONED OFFICERS. q::_:]ponmsur.
CONSIDERING THE TIGHT POPULATION CONTROLS IN NORTH VIETNAM, 1T IS -
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'.IT IS POSSIBLE, HOWEVER THAT IT IS OCCURRING IN THE RUGGED HISHLAND

COUNTRY AND AHONG THE. MONTAGNARDS,, TRADITIONALLY HOSTILE TO THE
VIETNAMESE ) e
2. THE NORTH VIETNANESE POPULACE IS DISGUSTED WITH THE WAR AND
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VANTS TO .HAVE PEACE. THE LIVING STANDARD IS EXTREMELY LOW, FAMINE
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HAS OCCURRED IN A NUMBER OF LDCLLITIES AND THE DAILY RATIONS HAVE
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BEEN RESTRICTED IN THEM. RELIGIOUS BELIEF IS FORBIDDEN AND THE
PEOPLE HAVE LOST THEIR LIBERTY AND ARE FORCED TO SUPPORT THE Var
VHICH THEY FEAR AND HATE.

3. [-_ j'rHE .BOMBING OF HANOI IN WHICH THE CHINESE
 COMMUNIST EMBASSY AND OTHER OFFICES ON THE RUE BORAUIS DISBORDE

(PHD TRANG TIEN) WERE SERIOUSLY DAMAGED. \ !COMMENT:
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_ THE BOMBING;

_. AT DIEN BIEN PHy | AND' OTHER PLACES 9%;
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WERE ON TARGET AND CAUS::.D GREAT LOSS DF MATERIEL. FEW IHHABITANTS %79

‘ OR TROOPS HAVE BEEN KILLED. THE SCHOOL FOR OFFICER CANDIDATES AT~
SON LA WAS BOMBED. 3 I -
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