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FOR THE PRESIDENT 

nOM WALT llOSTOW 

Aa you kIlow, the military commallder tn chief of the Viet COlli 

and North Vietnam .. e troop. and chief polittcal offleer of the Vlet ConI 

III South Viet Nam la reported dead of a .beart attack. m. name waa 

General Thanh. He and General Giap ware the Oldy fOUl'-.tar ._arala 

III North Viet Nam. They were lOBI reported to be rival., with Thanh 

believed from hia writtllil .a well aa .lUa reputat10ll to be the leader of 

a hard-lllle rather the a fl.xlble poalUoll. 

The lIlteUlaenc. community la speculating that .lUI death may not have 

been ft _tural and could renect or cause a ahtlt ill the ba1aace of Hanol'a 

polley. 

But there is not one scrap of e.,idenc. beyoracl the amsouncem.nt 

of.IUs death and top-drawer Hanoi funeral _ July 7. 
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