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FOR THE PRESIDENT

FROM WALT ROSTOW

At you know, the military commander In chlef of the Viet Cong
and North Vietnamease troops and chief political officer of the Viet Cong
in South Viet Nam i¢ reported dead of a heart attack, His name was
General Thanh, He and General Glap were the eu.ly four-atar generals |
in North Viet Nam. They were long reported to be rivals, with Thanh
believed from his writings aw well as his reputation to be the leader of
a hard-line rather than a flexible position.

ﬁe intelligence community ia ap-culitlng that his death may not have

been g natural and could reflect or cause a shiit in the balance of Hanol's

policy.

But there is not one scrap of evidence heyond the announcement

of hia death and top-drawer Hanol funeral on July 7.
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