
, , 

, ., ., n. >, .,.' .. ~',_ • < ,_.>.,", '" J ... ""'" , •• ,_ •• ' •• ,,_ ~ '., c .. , ",.:._' .. '.,,, ........ :.'.1_ -..'~ ,.l .. ~.l.:, .. 

- I DECLASSIFIED 
E.O. 12356, Sec. 3.4 
NIJ I 2Cl - If.? e-

By k@ ,NARA,Date 8'/1-?~ 
5£AjT 
VINCA 

S "F,vJ: ",IJ;:{ .eAr', 

?:3~,P.m 
1JZCZCEEAJ9~ 
00 "Ttla 
DE 'liTE 1463 19&7 JIJI. 7 19 30 

'7 .[0;"'( 6 ? 

FRoa ~ALT ROSTO'I 
TO THE PRESIO~NT 
CITE CAP67693 

9 e NFL n ! N T f 4 L 

JULY 7, 1967 

SEC. ~USK ASKED M£ TO FOR~ARO THIS OBSCURE BUT POSSIaLY 
INTERESTING SHIFT IN HANOI'S PUBLIC ~IEI3QTIATING STANCE. 

/. , 
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NORTIf VIETNAMESE FOREIGN MINISTER TiUNIf IN ~N EXCt.usrVE 
INTERVIEW WITH VIENNA VOLleS! IIIIE ccOritfUNIST) CORRESPONOE~rr 
JANACEK HAS ,\PPARENTl.Y EMPLOYED SOME NE',i LANGUAGE ON THE ~IESTION 
or NEGOTIATIONS AND SETTLEMENT. THE UNOATED INTERVIEW 
WAS CARRIED IN THE 2 JUl.Y ISSUE, SUT T~US F~R HAS NOT BEEN CARRIED 
IN THE NORTH VIETNAMESE PRESS OR 3Y RADIO aANOI. IN REPl.Y TO 
QUESTIONS ON PEACE AND VIETNAMESE REUNIFICATION, TRINH M4KE~ TIW. 
FOLLOWING POINTS. 

t. EVERY TIME THE u.s. TALKS ABOUT PEACt. IT BRINGS ~ORE 
TROOPS AND INTENSIFIES ATTACKS AGAINST THE NORTH, -IT TALKS 
ABOUT "NEGOTIATIONS WITHOUT PRECONDITIONS" BUT IN ACTUAl. FACT 
IT DEMANDS THAT THE VIETNAMESE PEOPLE ACCEPT THE ARROGANT AMERICAN 
CONDITIONS. "MUTUAL DE-ESCALATION· ... 

2.-IF-THE u.S. IS REALLY LOOKING FOR A SETTLEMENT OF THE VIETNAM 
PROSLU, THERE ifILl. 9E NO DIFFICULTIES. IN HIS REPLY TO U.S. PRESIDENT 
JOHNSON 0' ., FEBRUARY 1967, OUR PRESIDENT HO CHI MINH SAID ~UITE 
CLEARLY, -THE Al'IERICAN GOVERN(lJENT HAS START£D AN AGGRESSIVE liAR IN 
VIErNAfIJ. IT MUST DISCONTINUE THIS AGGRESSIVE WAR. THIS IS THE om-y 
WAY TO THE RESTORATION OF PEACE.-

3. -I, MYSELF, !'lADE A STATEMENT ALONG THE SAME LINES ON 
28 JANUARY 19611 • IF THE U. S. UNCONDITIONALLY DISCONTINUES ALL 
BOMBING RAIDS AND ALL OTHER ACTS OF WAR AGAINST THE 
DRV, tHEN THERE CAN BE NEGOTIATIONS BETVEEN THE DRV ~ND THE ~.S.· 
I NOV REPEAT THIS STATEMENT.-

4. -THE VIETNAMEsE PEOPl.E·--~ILL NEVER CONDUCT TALKS 
!fITM THE AGGRESSORS UNDER THE PRESSURE OF FORCE.· 

5. -THE SVN I.I13EllATIOfl FRONT, THE ONLY GE:NUINE RE:PRESENTATIOfll 
(SIC) OFfH£ SOUTH 'lIETNA/IIESE PEOPLE, PlJRSUF:S A C1.EAR-CUT POLICY 
ArMEl) AT THE ESTABLISHPJE~JT OF AN INDEP!ND,ENT. :'>EMOCRATIC.~ 
?E"ACEFlIL, -A/fD'lfEUTRAL SOUT}( VIETNAPJ ANn liT A SUBSEQUENT 
TRANSITION TO THE REUNIFICATIOt>l OF THE: COU~TP.Y." 
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INR COMMENT: 

THE GERMAN IIE:llSION OF THE INTERII IE\# US.I!S THE SAME !l'ORI'! ULATIOMS AS THE ENGLISH TRANSLATION, THUS REDUCING T~E POSSIB.ILITIES OF MISTR!lNSL.'~tIONS "'iULE NOT ENTIRELY ELIMINATING Tlit.'f. \iE DO ~OT KNOW nJ '4HAT LANGUAGg TRINH GAVE THE INTERVIE'.d. 
IF THE FORMULATIONS ARE AN (.ICCURAT::: REFtE<;TIO~ OF HANOI"S ?O!::TION, AND ARE NOT CHANG£!) IN A SUBSEQUENT OFFICI AL V5:RSION. THEY l'fEFLECT .'\ Sl.IGHT SHIFT IN THE. NORTii VIETNAMESE· STAND. HANOI 'fAS NOT PUBLICLY SAID AT A HIGH LEVEL THAT "IF THE U.S. IS REALLY LOOKING FOR A SETTLEMENT---THER£ WILL BE NO DIFFICULTIES." IN ADDITION, TRINH'S STATEMENT THAT Il" THE U.S. UNCONDITIOtJALLY DISCONTINUES ALL BO/ISING RAIDS AND OTHER .ACTS OF WAR THERE "CAN aE NEGOTIATIONS" IS NOT, AS HE IMPLIES, A DIRECf QUOT! OF ~IS JANUARY 28 STATEMENT. THE JANUARY 28 5TATEMEr~T IS IN FACf LESS FORTHCOIHNG, AND MER!n. Y SAYS THAT IF THE tI. S. "r/EALL.Y :MNTS TALKS, IT !1USr fIRST !fALT UNCONDITIONALLY TIfE BOMBUIG AND ALL OTHER ACTS OF IMR--- IT IS ONLY AFTER THE UNCONDITIONAL CESSATION OF U. S. aO~BING AND ALL OTHER ACTS OF 'IAR THAT TffEP,E COULD 3E TAUS." TRINH'S COMMENT ON SETTtE:MENT, WHICH INCLUDES AN INFREnurNT REFERENCE TO THE IJENE'IA AGREEMENT'S PROVISION FOR REUNIFICATION THROUGH FREE ELECTIONS, ARE ALSO RELATIVELY MILD. THUS TRINH CALLS FOR. A "SUBSEQUENT TRANSITION TO THE REUNIFICATIOt. OF THE COUNTRY," "'HICH APPEARS TO STRESS GRADUALISM. FINALLY, TRINH IS QUOTED AS SAYING HANOI WILL Nor TALK UNDER THE "PRESSURE" OF FORCE (RATHER. THAN THE "THREAT" OF FO~CE), POSSIm. Y IMPLYING II READINESS TO '~EGOTIAn: WITHOUT A PERMANENT BOMBING liALT. 

NONETHELESS, TRINH DOES USE SOME STANDARD TOUGH FORMULATIONS. FOR EXAMPL!. VKILE HE DOES Nor CALL FOR RECOGNITION OF THE FRONr,. HE DOES REFER TO THE FRONT AS THE ".ONLY GENUINE REPRESENTATION (SIC7) OF THE SVN PEOPLE." HIS DENUNCIATION OF "MUTUAL DE-ESCALATION" . ALSO IMPLIES CONTINUED HANOI REJECTION OF THE CONCEPT OF RECIPROCITY. THIS INTERVI!W CONSTITUTES THE FIRST WORD Vii: HAVE HAD FROM TRINH SINCE HIS TALK WITH JAPANli:SE NEWSMEN, CARRIED IN ONE VERSION SY l(YOJ)O ON JUNE 2 !\ND IN AN ALTERED, HARDER Vii:RSION BY HANOI RADIO ON JUNE 5. IT IS ?OSSI9L£ THAT TRINH MAY 3E ENGAGED IN AN EFFORT TO US! THE PRESS IN COUNTRIES LIKE JAPAN AND AUSTRIA AS A VEHICLE FOR ENUNCIATION OF II MORE R!:.!\SONABLE LINE. CURIOUSLY ~NOUGH, THE SHORT MOSCOW TASS PICKUP OF JULY 2 OF THE INTERVIE¥ DOES NOT QUOTE THE SOFTER PORTIONS OF THE TEXT. 

JTG ~71733Z JULY 1967 

.1ROU?SI 

COpy LBJ L1 {\ RA'1i. Y 
_._----------'-_._-,._--' 


