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. FOLLOlrJING:IS iHE/DAILY REPORT ON THE POLITICAL SITUATION IN' , 
YIET:-~AM ,(NO. 7y ~-- .. ' . .....,' ' 

'BUNKER, REPOFhs' IN SAIGON 418 THAT DISCUSSIONS At10NG 'THE •.. ,. 
. GENERALS ARE CONTIN,UING, PRESUMABLY ON THEl.iNDERSTANDINGS· , , ,> 

: . BEHIND THE''TH.IEU-KY SLATt.· ACCORDING TO GENERALTHANG, ':-. ' 

('NINISTER FOR R'EVOLUTIONARY DEVELOPMENT, KY IS CONCERNED .ABOUT . "-. 
. ,THE VAGUENESS OF HISAGREEt'lENT .WITH THIEU. KY 'IS ~1EETING WITH. ' 

. 'CORPSCOMNANDERS "IN AN EFFORt TO NAIL DO~m ilHAT HE REGARDS 
., AS THEIR DEBTS .TO HIM':. . 

: I • ._J" - . ..'.' . 

• THE 'EMBASSYALSO REPORTS ,THAT BIG l1INH'S RUNNING t1ATE 
'. LIENG HAS FEPORTEDL Y SEN,:\, LETTERS TO THIEU, KY AND ASSEt1BL Y 

SUUREQUESTING THAT MINH BE ALLO',ifED 'TO RETURN TO 
AM BY JULY 15. MINH TOLD REPORTER'S HEl40ULD APPEAR IN 

IGON.SOONAS A P.RESIDENTIAL CANDIDATE. HE If.lPLIED HE WOUL!)' 
,GO CLANDESTINELY .Ir NECESSARY. GENERAL VIEN, CHIEF· OF THE 
JOINT GENER,AL ST AFF"AND THE FOUR CORPS CO~1r1AN!)ERS HAVE 

. FILED ACOMPI.:AINT AGAINST ~lINH.'S CANDIDACY. THE EN13ASSY DOES, 
'NOT YET HANE THE TEXT, BUT UNDERSTANDS THE Cor,lPLAINT IS BASED 
. ON GROUNDS OF. NAT IONAL SECURITY • 

.... , ." THE EMBASSY ALSO REPORTS THAT CONPLAINTS H,WE BEEN FILED ' 
. AGAINST THIEU~KY,' INCLUDING ONE FILED BY "PEACE" CANDIDATE .' 

AU TRUONG THANH, THEY CLAIN THAT THIEU AND 1(Y ARE DISQUALIFIED 
. BECAUSE THEY' DID NOT .. TAKE LEAVE, OF ABSENCE F.ROM THEIR JOBS !\S 
'DIRECTORATE 'CHAIRl1AN AND PRIl1E NINISTER UPON. FILING THEIR 

"I, 

. CANDIDACIES.COt1?LAINTS AGAINST TWO MINOR CANDIDAES HAVE . 
• ,BEEN nUD. THEY QUESTION ONE C{jNDIDATE"SR!i:SIDENCY QUALIFICATION 
.' AND ANOTHER'S CIT IZENSHIP QUALIFICATION.·, ' 
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, . 
r." ".' CURRENT EI1BASSY COMNlWTS IN GENERAL CONF'IRj·j THEASSESS~jENT " f:. ,PROVIDED IN YESTERDAY'S SITUAT tON REPORT .·,THE Et1BASSY BELIEVES i •.. ,;,THAt·ACCEPTANCE: OF ANY THIEU-l(Y IrGREEl1Ehrr 'IIiITHIN THE 14ILITARY,.'.·. "i·", 
~··:';ESTABt ISf!i1ENT AS !IIELL AS T He: REAL NATURE OF ,THAT 'AGREEMENT • . .... ' '.'" Ii. IS STILL VERY ~1 UCH UP I N THE Alll. ntE EMBASS:t NOTES t HAT FElli'., ' ; ,; OF BE CONCERi~ED GENERALS HAVE i!/tD AN OPPORTUNITY TO,EVALUATE " . ,~r " THE SITUATION FULLY IN TER~S OF TII:EIR OlilNINfERESTS MID POSITlONS.· , i~;" PRESUMABLY 'KY'S TALKS WITH THE' CORPS COHMANDERS COOCERN THEIR . .', l;{ F'UTUREROLE '11 ITH THE IMPLICATION THATH£ .(RATHER tHAN,TfUE'U) ,ic,:, ,. jf: ~JOULD BE PRIMARILY CONCERNED l,vITH SUCH MILITAR"'QUESrrO~S. ';;,1 i'" _ , '" ',,'. I THE E1-!3ASSY ALSO SAYS THERE IS SOim EV IDENCEsurpORnNG r " .KY' S JUDGHENT OF A FEl'l 'DAYS ACO THAT SO[1EOF HISSUFN'OR.TE~S. C IvOULD HAVE DOUBTS ABOUT SUPPORTING THENEt:iTHIEU'::'KYTICI<IrT. ~" FOR EXANPLE, SQME CATHOLIC LEADERSHHO REPORTEDLY F)WORED ~ 'iKY ARE NOI'! DOUBTFUL ABOUT SUPPORTING A THIEU-j{Y TICKET • THE \y: E1-!BA'SSY NOTES T!MT SOr1S CIVILIAN SUPPORT ~lAY BEtOST"SECAUSE r' THE THIEU-KY tICKET IS PURELY 11ILITARY., THIS'vlILL 9EPEND TO 1 sor1E DEGREE ON THIEU' S AND KY'S ACTIONS TO ATTRACT CIVILIAN f,,' BA9KING. r' 

1:·\ THE EMBASSY ST ILL ,(';', BIG MINH ISSUE POUL'D ~:)! 
N 

BELIEVES THAT 'US INVOLVENENTIN THE NOT HELP r1ATTERS AND COULD PJ;l0VE' 

.' 
tij\, EMBARRASSING. 
~)i,it" . ' / 

. , ," it;!; ,THE Ef.lBASSY COr'1f1ENTS THAT ,THE C011PLAINTS AGAINST THE , , THIlW-KY SLATE ARE BEING TAKEN AS PUBLICITY STUNTS IN SAIGON " POLITICAL 'C'IRCJ,.ES.THE CLEAR INTENT OF THE ASSEMBL Ytvi>.s NOT TO REQUIRE' CABINET OR D IRECTOP-ATE r1EMBERS TORESI.GN OR :It',T;/fAKE LEAVE IN ORDER TO BEcm1E PRESIDENTIALCAND ID AIES. THE 1,ii~"PERTINENT ELECTION LAW PROVISION STATES THAT CIVIL SERVANTS ':"""AND ,MILITARY PERSONNEL MUST REQUEST LEAVE wtTHO\JTPAY ,WHEN . THEY nLE'THEIR CANDIDACES. "., '~, ,}!, 
, ." ,., AClION REQUIRED . , ' 

"".' Till;: 'ARE PREPARING A NEW MESSAGE TO -BUNKER REGARDING THE DESIRABILITY OF HIS. DISCUSSING FRANKLY IHTH KYAND THIEU . THE FULL If1PLICATIONSOF BARRING M INHFROM CANDIbACY AND ":FROM A RETURN 'ro CA~lPAIGN. ,~\. .'~,_-.c\_ .. ; .. :! ,.;.",' j 
/ '. I·.... " . . .:!-, :.:_. ,,::.~~',\:,-:-' . .,~' 
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