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~ Talk With Dr. Dan, R

+. . 1talked with Dr. Phan Quanz Dan, Suu's Vice-Presidential running < "

(i mate, the afterncon of July 1, - Primarily, I checked on the flzmnesa )

.o of the Suu~Dan tickets® intontion to continue thelr election campalgn in - ;

e the face of the military coalition; apparcnily Suu- Dan fntend to campaign 3
ooro even Marder. Secondazily, I tetroduced the Idea of General Thang heading - .= |
T A oul bedy to assist the Central Election Councils and Campalgn - 0 B0
L0 Committess in concducting honest elections; Dr. Dan is highly in favor of - L

CUeanvs this, but s uncortain of how best to bring this about. R R R, ‘
. Here are highlights of our talky o SO A

L

; Suu-Den Iarentfons: Dr. Dan admitted that the Thieu Ky coalition caught ~~

: him by surprise, and really astonished Suu.  Since the Thieu-Ky coalition

- Was amounced, Suu and Dan have come to eome preliminary conclusions
v/ that the milltary might have actually weakened thelr poltuical position -
by the move. - Thien {a not a pereon whom the voters will feel they can

~tzust,  Thicu will be counting upen Ky to furnish the organization and .
-, drive"in the electon campaim, but there is a very good chance that :
1 Ky--aa he thinks over what happened to him--will start dragoing hig .
- heels subtly, so that Thieu won't get elected, ' Many Ky supporters will

- slacken off Hkewiss, in disgust. Dr. Dan sald thet {t wouldn't surprise
. him at all if Ky withdrew his candidacy at a late stazo in the campalgn.

Rivairy will continus to smolcer in the military, under the surface, -~
. £o unity really hara't been achieved, The Sua-Dan ticket has o Jot of .
. willing volunteor workers who are as enthusfastic ap ever, but {s sHll
-~ Plagued by having too linle finaneis] support. .. R VRt LR

Thaner Dy, Dan continues to have an unusually high regard for the
U integrity of Goneral Meuyen due Thang, When I asked Dr. Dan igg
- he felt the eleations would ba condacted honestly, he admitted that the -
- Election Law provialons might prova to be {nadequate, and thata & -
- Princlpled GVN else

ton coordinstar--such as General Thang demonstrated.
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o in the CA Elections last September--might be the answer. * Dr. Dan S
v folt that Special Commissioner Tuong, while a good bureaucrat, had T
"2+ ' neither the suthérity nor the courape to make Province Chiefs comply .
w07 with'the law.  Ha noted that both Thicu and Ky had given separate, - *-
©.0: oo secret, and conflicting instructions to the Province Chiefs, before -
.o, thelr coalitlon move. As a result, the Province Chiefs were stymied, “-
- -unsure of which candidate they should really support in their rigdng, '
- Now, the Thieu-Ky cealiticn has provided an answer to the Province v -
* Chlefs® dilemma, end they €an cheat for the military ticket, 7 7. Lot
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" Dr. Dan feels that Ky might be inclined justniow to appoint Ceneral
- ThAng to overase the conduct of the cloctlon, ard make it truly honest, -
- He mused that this would be about the only way to keep most Province . e
-« Chicts straight. The difficulty s that {¢ would be ticklish right now to .7 ¢
" bring this subject up in the Assembly, since the Assembly wouldbe .:°
1 hesltant to propose adiitional electoral procedures to the GVN. Also, i s,
it might be difficult to get someone such a 8 Huong, if & gatherlngof - . 7
» leading candidates were called to discuss the adoption of such means for .-~ -
: conducting a fair election, to efther arttend the meeting or to agrecen ¢
the selection of Thang. Dr.. Dan remarked rather bitterly that Thieu .
hed spread a lot of bad rumors about Thang being Ky's man, which Huong '/ .
“ belleves, Dr. Dan stated that be was gure that Thang would always . "\, 0
. Place the good of the country above parnonal connections. He then R R S
. grinned and sald that maybe you should call all the candidates together .~ i
- and make them agres on thls--lookiwhat kappened when you gave . - e w
" lurich to Thieu, Ky, and Viea. Dr. Dan conéluded by ssying that he would - - &

- staxt doing a lfttle missionary work towards getting Thangintothe ' ..

.+ conduct of this election, since he believes that this would be most .

B

..constructive, . T 4 U
.- Huonpg: 'L asked Dr. Dan for his estimate of the Huong campalgn. He .
- -Tophed that Huong's camp was due for fractioning among somo of the . ':.
.- bardest-working membera of the Huong camp. He explained that he had -
.- intimate Information that Huong had promised the Prime Minister reward
1+ Becretly to each of the four most energetic managers In hia carnp. Since .-
. Huong was planning to et in Vung Tau for the campaign, there would . ° L
- come a time socn when his campaign managers would clash, ask who was |
. - boss, discover the duplication of promises, and start falling out.: Dy, .- -
* Dan added, a bit maMclously, that Huorg had relied on the use of oxygen
-~ when he held office, belng in poer hexith then as now. I asked Dr. ‘Dan-.

_What wag wrong with Huong, :"Hgh blood presure, " he answezed, ;.
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"Bigj Mh\h' Dr. D“n g c.! l:ha!: "E.!g" Minh had a c:onstitutional tight to %
_ xun for President, - Mowever, he resrets Yhat "Big"" Minh 1s running,’.
~ He feels that Minh cannot win<-and wouldn't even ¢ampalgn too acﬁve}y
T be Teturns to Viet-Mom, However, "Big” Mizh {9 well and favorably’
known to the psonle. He will get a eansiderable vote.  However, it

. .will be at the expease of other candidates, both military and civﬁiau.

k_’ ' #nd probably mean the winning ofthe election by a plurality rather ©
‘than a majority. Thus, "Blg" Mink has weakened the chsnces'fora. -
decisivc vote, witho ut reany having a cbance to win hlmsc.f. Sy
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