Mr, President;

You asked us aome time ago to prepare a
reply to Chet Bowles on land reform, etc. Here
it 1s, although you may now have reservations
about dealing with the matter so formally.

You will recall that you have an appolntment
to see him on August 8,

W. W. Rostow

Dlgpatch letter |~

You send letter in this sense
No letter required

Sae me

WWRostow:rln
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July 19, 1987

Daar Chet:

My sincere thanks for your recent latter and for your view en
two key elements in the Viet-Nam situation. The question of
land reform and the military manpower problem are both
matters to which I sad all of my advisers have baen paying
the closest attention.

Ambdassador Bunker and Bob Kemer have as one of their
itemne of highest priority the speeding up of land reform.
They tell me that they are putting great pressure on the
Vietnamess to produce more in this critical fisld, Racently,
the distributien of permaneat titles to Goverament-hald land
hae been accelerated. The Government has {ssued an ovder
forbidding their troops to collect or halp collect rents.
Another decree has waived back rents on land while it is
under Viet Cong control. I mention this because of the ori~
ticism you cited that back rents are being cellected.

Moreaver, an aerizl survay is beiag cenducted la lazge parte
of the Mekong Delta. Results to date indicate that new photo-
grammetric techniques will break through historie botilenecks
in giving title to land by sliminating slow and costly ground
surveys.

Finzlly, several special survey teams have besen sent to look
at land reform. The respested independent Stanford Resesrch
Institute has done highly useful work in this fleld., They are
now back in Viet-Nem looking into a vartety of suggestions,
including yours, en land redistribution,

! am enclosiag with this letter a brief survey of the land re-
form problemn which you may find informative and interesting.

The military manpower question is one that we bave been look-
ing at with closest attention. As you know, Secretary
MeNamara has just returned {rom Viet-Nansy, and I have been
discuseing this matter with him sad Genersl Westmoreland and
others. The cantions which you mention are very much in our
minds.
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The Iact is, however, that Hanoi does not have the kind of
automatic capsbility that you suggest to increase thely
forces in the South to any lavel it chooses. The levsl of
the snemy's military streagth has rematned faiely stable
aver the last six montha or so. I think {2 would not be
true if they had a choice. For we have known for s long
time that Hanol would like to carry out s destruetive and
erushing blow at our forces in the field, They simply hava
not been able to do &,

Nonetheless, the points.you make are well taken and will
continue to receive every consideration,

My thanks again for your frank expreasion of views. They
aro aslways wel¢ome. I trust that you are belag equally
frank with our Indtan friends as they face the wide range of
problems that confront them.

Sincerely, )
(3] oo 5 oo
Enclosure

Honorabls Chester Bowlos
American Ambasnador
New Dalht

LBI:WIJorden:pas:7/19/67
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