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Mr. Pre.Weot: 

TllUda.y, lilly 18. 1967 
8:55 ... m. 

Herewith Nick's atatemem of the cas. 
agaillet IapUlleDCe Board "covor" &ad the ca •• 
for "full eOlllllllltatloo." 

I believe that "filiI cOlUlllltation"_alcI 
work if we were to aay: 

-- A summit cor.afererace &m0l1l troop 
constributora is IIlDviaaged ill the autQmJl. after 
the Vietnamese elections; 

In the moanwblle. we wish to share 
our own tholl8hta on Viet Nam with _1' flptillg 
alliea: and 

In particwar. we wish to learn dlrec:t1y 
their tholl8hts about the c:urreDt .ltutloa aDd to 
begill to ascerta1D from. them, their view. OD 
appropriate items for auch a fI'1mmlt cwereDCe. 

This makes not cmly IOod covel' but good 
senae. One reaaOD the Pwlta del Elte meeting 
_at well wal that it waa overtly p1aaDed fGr 
some time. 

W. W. Roat_ 

WWRostow:rln 
COpy lBJ LHlRA'~Y 
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DEPARTME:NT OF STATE: 
WASHINGTON 

July 17. 1967 

MEMORANDUM FOR THE PRESIDENT 

.SUBJECT: Clifford/Taylor Trip 

I attach a dra.f.t outgoing message to the Manila. eapit:a.ls, seeking their con.currence in the Clifford-Taylor trip. Messrs. Clifford alid Taylor concur in this message, 
. as does Secreta.ry McNama.ra._ ~-., .. ";.'c:.7. _ O' •••• "'.c";: .. ""'" -'~. ~.. . .... 

t. ~;' 

On reflection, all of us have concluded that it 'Would t! be impractical and unwise to tt·y to use any Intelligence t.\. Board !Seover" for this trip. The nature of the required \ appOintments alone is totally out of keeping with such a '~.\ Hcover" purpose, and we believe it would be inullediately F'; seen through and derided. We believe that the justification ': for full consultation is wholly adequate and indeed better ~: .1ti teruls of avoiding excessive speculation about imlllediat:e !: 
~j decisions for additional forces. ._---==.'c. 

_ •• ___ .~,~.~,~~~._.. - ,0< • 
. ~.: ... ~ . .:...::.. .. :: ... "~ .. 

If this message could go tonight 'We would hope to be ' able to ulake an annOUlicement by Wedlissday or, at: the latest, Thursday. Wit:h a Saturday depart:ure, this would avoid the impressioti of excess:Lve haste. 

Messrs. Clifford and Taylor already have preliminary . briefing p'apeL·s, and we should be prepared by Thursday to I $0 over the whole trip wit:h you for your final instructions. 

1!-M-, PJ I( JrlA-
Under Secretary 
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