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Moaday, July 31, 1967 -~ 8:10 a. m.
Mr, FPresident:

Herewith a report on the Clifford- Taylor talks
with Prime Minister Holt and his priacipal Cabinet
Mhlster.a

1 agree with the recommendation that we must
organize stroager public support, dramatising not
merely the effort in Viet Nam but iz all of Southeast
Asla and making more clear the fact of Asian
support of our effort, from Singapore to Secul.

We were looking yesterday without succeas
for any written record of your conversation with
Holyoake when he was here for the SEATQ meeting
in his role as Forelgn Minister. Clifford and
Taylor wished to have it for their trip to Wellington.

1 concluded that you spoke privately to

Holyocake and there is no written record. Is that
correct?

W. W. Rostow

Canberra 448, July 31, 1967
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‘S'E‘é-ﬁ-HchNBERRA 4_43] L T
" PASS WHITE HOUSE | o
" GLARK CLIFFORD, GENERAL TAYLOR AND I WET WITH W INE

© MINISTER- HOLT AND HIS PRINCIPAL CaB INET MINISTERS

. SUNDAY, DISCUSSIONS, WHICH LASTED SEVEN HOURS, '
. COVERED ENT.IRE RANGE OF MILITARY, POL IT ICAL, ECONOMIC

© AND PSYCHOLOGICAL ELEMENTS OF SITUAT ION IN VIET-NAM.

- . TALKS WERE FRANK AND PROD UCT IVE. FOLLOWING ARE
. FRINCIPAL @A REACTIONS TO PRE SENT AT ION MADE BY
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; ' UPIN ION UOULD BE SI'RONGLY CRITICAL .
AND EFFECT IVENESS QUESTIONABLE, AND BROADER ATTACKS
ON OR MINING OF HAIPHONG HARBOR TOO RISKY IN TERMS .
"RUSSIAN AND CHINESE REACT ION.

‘3. SEVERAL MINISTERS EXPRESSED NEED FOR GREATER .
EFFORTS IN PROPAGANDA AND PSYCHOLOGICAL AREA. o

B e Tt CU P

%We—ﬂe—-s—s-ﬁ%—s—f
MCMAHON ST ATED 'AUSTRAL IAN PRESS HAD BEEN VERY CRITICAL

P T v e s

;ﬂ: .COULD WEAKEN AUSTRALIAN PUBLIC SUPPORT. HOLT SAID
»"~P"‘GPA&=ANDA INITIATIVE SEEMS TO BE ON OTHER SIDE AND
': STRESSED NEED TO INTENSIFY ALLIED EFFORTS. HE THOUG‘HT
!\ PART ICULARLY IMPORTANT GET MORE ACTIVE AND VOCAL
SUPPORT FROM ACADEMIC, BUSINESS AND OT HER OPINION

PRESS TO LOOK AT PROBLEMS AND DEVELOPMENTS IN SEA = .
. " AS A WHOLE RATHER THAN FOCUSING ATTENT ION SOLELY ON
v_rrv NAN, =
~COOPERAT IVE ATTITUDE SOUVANNA PHOUMA, SEVERAL GOA
' MINISTERS SUGGESTED POSSIBILITY INCREASING EFFORTS -
- INTERDICT TROOP AND SUPFLY MOVEMENTS IN LAOS. . THIS R

Pin .
FORMING GROUPS. HE ALSO THOUGHT IMPORTANT TRY GET . .
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i~ OF ALLIED WAR EFFORT IN RECENT WEEKS WHICH, IF CONTINUED,
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APPRECIATED ADVISABILITY DEFER WNTIL AFTER FORT HCOMING
.. VIET-NAM ELECTIONS. SENATE ELECT IONS IN AUSTRALIA IN
. DECEMBER MAY AFFECT GOA VIEWS ON TIMING OF SUMMIT -
. MEETING, BUT THIS NOT PRESSED. HOLT FAVORS VENUE
;. . NEXT MEETING IN ASIAN CAPITAL, PREFERABLY BANGKOX OR
. - SEOUL. " SEEMED TO LEAN IN FAVOR OF BANGKOX, SUGGESTED
FOSSIBILITY CANB .

AIP WITH CAMBODIA. CLIFFORD
P.GREED THAT THIS RELAT IONSHI VAS USEFUL AND HOPED IT
.COULD BE MAINTAINED.

RABILT 3
’ WI’LL DEPEND TO MAJOR DEGREE
- ON ATTITUDES OF CHINA AND SOVIET UNION. KEY TO
FUTURE IN AREA, HE SAID, COULD BE RELATIONSHIPS ~ :
Z"BETWEEN US AND SOVIETS, THIS SHOWD BE BORNE INMIND e
-~ IN PROSECUTION OF WAR AND PEACE SETTLEMENT,

9 IN GENERAL DISCUSSION OF NEED INTENSIFY ALLIED IS
MILITARY EFFORD IN VIET2NAM, HOLT MENT IONED SEVERAL .
FACTORS WHICH HE SAID MUST BE TAXEN INTO ACCOUNT IN
REGARD GOA CONTRIBUTION. .BRITISH DECISION TO PULL
-OUT OF MAL AYSIA/ SINGAPORE FORCES AUSTRALIA TO RECONSIDER
ITS ROLE IN THAT AREA. THIS IS CRUCIAL QUESTION FOR
- 'AUSTRALIA AND GOA WOULD WELCOME CONSWLTATION WITH
‘USG ON THIS MATTER. HE ASKED, QUOTE WHERE AND -HOW
. CAN AUSTRALIA MAKE ITS GREATEST CONTRIBUTION TO AREA?

U QUOTE. - IN ADDITION, HE MENT IONED HIGH LEVEL FRESENT
DEFENSE EXPEND ITURES (ABOUT 4.6 PERCENT OF GNP),
B'\LANCE aF PAYMENTS I'HPACI' oF MILITARY EXPENDITURES

-

T 7 SECOND SUMM IT MEET ING DESIRABLE, BUT -~ . .7~ -
CL3(a)3)
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. IN ACE OF OVERALL B/P DEFICIT, HIGH AND INCREASING . -
AID COMMITMENTS (APROACKING 0.8 PERCENT OF GNP, . = -

AND NEED TO MAINTAIN HIGH LEVEL DOMESTIC

INVESTMENT AS FACTORS WHICH TEND
MILITARY CAPABILITY. ' HOLT SAID HE DID NOT ENUMERATE

" THESE CONSID

MORE IN VIETWAM, BUT AS FACTORS WHICH @0A AND usg -
MUST TAXE INTO ACCOUNT IN ASSESSING FEASIBILITY AND
DESIRABILITY OF INCREASING AUSTRAL IAN COMM ITMENT.

18.

CLIFFORD

AT IONS AS ARGUMENT S AGAINST DO ING

SAID WANTED MAKE IT CLEAR THAT MORE

AUSTRAL IAN TROOPS FOR VIET-NAM WAS DECISION SOLELY
FOR GOA. BUT :

;- -US WOULD BE ABLE MAKXE SUBSTANTIALLY 1L ARGER .
- HOLT SAID GOA FULLY RECOGNIZED INTER-
. .RELAT IONSHIP OF GOA CONTR IBUTION TO VIET-NAM TO US .
ABILITY JUSTIFY ITS OWN EFFORT. HOLT SAID HE WOULD |

“ LAY ENTIRE MATTER BEFORE FULL CABINET AT EARLIEST
- OPPCRTUNITY. :
CLEARLY APFRECIATIVE OF VISIT AND FRNAK EXCHANGE OF

. VIEUS AND INDICATED HIS DESIRE TO BE AS HELPFUL AS POSSIBLE.
:~-:HOLT. STATED AFTER MEET ING THAT KE WAS DEEFLY c
‘«-—~GRATEFUL TO FRESIDENT FOR SEND ING MISSION

HE CONSIDERED THE BRIEFING THE FULLEST AND

 AND THAT .
NDERSTAND ING OF THE VIET-NAM VAR THAT HAD

MOST SAT ISFACTORY

™
- CONT

1B UT ION.

'NO_COMM ITMENT S WERE MADE, BUT HE WAS

PACE-D4—FTO 162> BN L

TO LIMIT AUSTRALIA’S .

4

- BEEN GIVEN TO HIM AND GOA. I ALSO AM COMPLETELY PLEASED
© WITH VISIT. o

EXEMPT. = CLARK .
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