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1. THE VISIT OF CLA:1K CLIFFORD AND MAX TAYLOR BOTH IN TER:·~S 
OF ITS SHORT-RANGE OBJECTIVE AND' IN ITS POTENTIAL LONG-RANGE 
EFFECT \~AS, \nTH THE EXCEPTION OF THE PRESIDnrr' S VISIT LAST 
OCTOBER, THE MOST SUCCESSFUL VISIT IN MY FOUR YEARS HERE • 

. AS A CONSEQUENCE,' IAl1 CERTAIN THE THAI WILL SUBSTANTIALLY 
' .•. INCREASE THEIR TROOP CONTRIBUTION TO SOUTH VIETNAM-TO A LEVEL 
. 'OF TEN THOUSAND AT LEAST. 

:; . 2. IN THE OPENING SESSION '1l!EDNESDA Y AFTERNOON, SC.HEDULED 
". FOR TWO HOURS BUT ~IHICH WENT ON FOUR FOUR HOURS, CLIFFORD 
",:. 

'':. 

· ·F.O.G~ 2 :-:~::::Ej: !:s3~~{Ll ,.. - C R= 3-T 
SET THE TONE , 'CLEARLY DELINEATING HIS ::tOLE AND THAT OF 
TAYLOR AS, PERSONAL EHISSARIES DIRECTLYFROt1 THE PRESIDEl\T 
TO CO;WEY TO· THE THAI LEADERS HIS 140ST PRIVATE. ANP PERS,O;\j.~L 
THOUGHTS ON HIS APPRAISAL OF wliERE !,l/E ARE NO\~ AND THE . 

· ALTERNATIVES THAT IUGHT BE OPEN. TO US. HE ,·IA'S FOLl.OuED BY 
· TAYLQR \'IHO OUTLINED ~]ITH SREAT CLARITY THE CURRENT MILITARY 

SITUATION IN VIE7NArl, OUR THOUGHTS ON ~lHAI .. ['lI.Gh'T BE "'. 
PREFERABLE COURSES OF ACTION AND ON T,P.! AUG,1ENTATIONS THAT 
PRUDENCE MIGHT DICT.<\TE THE .ALLIES. SHOULD MAKE TO ENSURE 
OPTnlm~ CHANCE OF HASTENING THE END .. OF THE ~lAR. 
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~ELCg~iFf~DCx~rE~~~~p~~~~E~ ~H~~~~~~ ~~g~::3iTT~~U~~AI 
LEADERS. ALTHOUGH DEPUTY' PRIM~MINISTERS PiENC: '.vA,,! .'iND 

.GENER?,I... PRAPHAT, PHYA SRIVISAR, FOREIGN AFFAY::;::' ADVISER 
TO PR IME IHNISTER, AND POTE SARASIN WERE ALSO P?:::Si:1T, THE 
BURDE,,; OF THE EXPP.ESSION OF THAI VIE~IS WAS Ch2"':::::D MAINLY 

,BY !}f;: P? mE MINISTER AND FONMIN THANAT. FAS viILL 3E SEEN 
FROl;, COt~PLET,E NOTES WHICH' WILL BE FOR~IARDED SEPARATELY, 
THE 7:11;1 ACCEPTED THE INVITATION TO SPEAK WITH CANDOR· AND 
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FRANI{NESS. THEIR ~IAIN T'HRUST INVOLVZr> Ii SERiES" OF SEARCHING 
• QUESTIONS ON THE BASIC DIPLOHATIC AND MILITARY STRATEGIC 

CONSI '" ... 10''':''1 • ;.'''',. " 
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I ' r 1· D A ,,," ::>l!.D 
~ J!. J!.' AT THE .SAt1E TIME WARNED OF 

THE OEVIOUS TECHNICAL MILITARY PROBLEI~S INVOLVED AS WELL AS' 
THE POLITICAL ASPECTS. . 

4. 'THA~!,<\T TOOK THE OPPORTUNITY TO Er'iPHASIZ)!: THE NEED FOR A 
GREATER PSYCHOLOGICAL AND POLITICAL EFFORT ON THE PART OF THE 
UNITED STATES AS WELL AS THE OTHER ALLIES TO OFFSET THE WIDE-

;, SPREAD CR! TI C I S['l D I RoEe T'::.!> ' 
·.'E.a;;;.:;;.s AT THE YAR IN EUROPE. THE NEUTRAL . ''-', 

... , 
, ' 

COUNTRIES AND IN THE UNITED STATES ITSELF. 

, ' . ,'. ",-

.", . 
5. IN THE COURSE OF THESE DISCUSSIONS CLIFFORD AND TAYLOR 
WERE ASLE TO CARRY OUT. WHAT WE ~ELIEVE WILL BE AN EXCEEDINGLY 

.' ·EFFECTIVE EDUC,;TIONALJOB BY DE.SCRIBING THE VARIOUS MILITARY 
,', PROBLEMS O;~ THE GROUND IN SOUTH VIETNAM WHICH NECESSITATE 

INC!,(EASE!) FORCES, THE EFFECTIVEt-]ESS AND LIMITATIONS OF THE AIR 
CANPAIGN AG.<\INST THE NORTH. THE PROBLEl4S OF RISK OF WIDENING 
THE !~AR AS IvELL AS THE RELATIONSHIP OF THE DOMESTIC POLITICAL 
AND BUDGETARY ?R03LEI1S OF THE UNITED STATES. 

6. A LITTLE BEFORE SIX, SINCE ~lE HAD NOT D.IRECTL Y BROUGHT 
U? THZ QUESTION .OF ADDITIONAL THAI TROOP CONTRIBUTION, THANAT 
DID SO ALLUDING TO THE PRESIDENT·S CONVERSATIONS WITH HIM 
AND THE KING INWASHINGTO'N. ' THE .PRIME MINISTER DEALT 
AT SOr,lE .LENGTH ON THE I:ICREASING REQUIRENENTS OF COMBATTING 

; THE INSU/aG5'NCY . 
" e.Ee¥- IN THE NORTHEASt. CLIFFORD AND TAYLOR 

RESPOIDED BY POINTING OUT THE ADVANTAGES THAT MIGHT ACCRuE 
FROM AMORE RA?ID END TO HOSTILITIES IN VIETNMI. tlHE 
EDl?HASIZED SEVERAL TII~ES THE MAJOR' CONTRIBUTION, WHICH 

; THEY ARE l1AKING TO THE WAR IN VIETNAM ,WHICH IS NOT LI~ITED 
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'1 ,'m-:A'1r'Mm""'Il!~~",,",,",'I~ /, VERY GREA! CONTR!BUTION. ' THE THAI. RESPONDED IN MOST FAVORABLE AND SYl'I?ATHETIC TERMS' \, ' TO CLIFFORD AND TAYLOR'S EXPOSITION or THE NEED FOR. ALL' .- OF THE ALLIES TO CONSIDER WI;!AT MORE R4:"ItA! ::9RE THEY. CAN " CONTRIBUTE. 'THE THAI MADE CLEAR THAT THEY WOULD NOT ONt Y ;'1,CONTINUE TO MAKE THE CONTRIBUTION THEY HAVE BEEN MAKING IN , "THE PAST BUT WOULD ENDEAVOR TO MAKE WHATEVER ADDITIONAL CONTRI-l' SUTION' THEY COULD MAKE IN THE FUTURE. " ' ,,""', ' , 
. . ...~ 

,- , 
., , 7. THURSDAY EVENING CLIFFORD AND I CALLED PRIVATELY ON i POTE SARASIN AT HIS HOUSE WHERE CLIFFORD SET qUT IN UNMISTAKE-

.... ,,-
p.~G"' ., "'''':1'D II=.l...· - '; g P E:r' . _ _ 1 c(,"1:. 1\ :;o~,-.:;. .. 
ABLE TER~lS THE DEPTH OF THE' PRES,IDENT' S 'CONCERN. ' 

. -'. : .. 
, , ' 

, 8,' I BELIEVE THIS MEETING BETWEEN CLIFFORD AND POTE CONTRI-BUTED MATERIALLY TO THE MUCH MORE FORTHCOMING ArTrrUDE DISPLAYED, 

, t· 3fa.)(S) , 

'-By THE THAI toJl-iEN WE RECONVENED AT 0900 T.HIS MORNING. AGAIN 
J: THERE I~AS A MOST CANDID E:XCHANGE' WITH CLIFFORD CLEAR}. Y EXPLAINING, " THE DIFFICULTIES THE PRESIDENT WOULD UNDOUBTEDLY ENCOUNTER IF , , HE WAS UNABLE TO INDICATE CLEARLY THAT THE OTHER ALLIES WERE CARR YING SmilE PROPORTION OF Th'E ADDITIONAL TROOP REQUIREMENTS. CLIFFORD IIlELcor·'ED THE FaA~1'J(NESS AND CANDOR OF THE EXCHANGE," SAID HE AND TAYLOR WOuLD REPORT FULLY TO THE PRESIDENT THE " SUGGESTIO:';S OF THE THAI. 'HE WAS ASKED OVER AND OVER AGAIN ''BY THE PRI11E MINISTER, POTE AND THANAT TO ASSURE THE PRESIDENT ,mAT THE ,~;jik" "RES?ONS! WOULD NOT BE NEGATIVE". 
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9. THE DOUBLE NEGATIVE MAY NOT BE AS ACCEPTABLE AS A 'CLEAR . 

AND UNAt'lBIGUOUS AFFIRt'lATIVE, BUT THERE IS NO MISTAXINGTHAI 

INTENTIONS. CLIFFORD AND TAYLOR REPEAIEDL Y EMPHASIZED .THAT 

THEY HAD NOT Cor·IE TO NE:GOTIATE BUT TO INFORM THE THAI OF THE 

PRESIDENT'S CONCERN AND TO CONVEY TO HI)! SUCH ADVICE AS THE 

THAI tHGHT WISH TO GIVE:. WE DID NOT THEREFORE LET THE MEETING 

DEGENERATE INTO A CATAl.OG OF THAI COMPLAINT ON PAST LACK OF 

PERFORMANCE. ~;E ALSO DID NOT ATTEr~PT TONEGOTIAr:E COST .. 

:: .... FIGURES. \lIE \I1ILL STAR1' SUCH EXPLORATION WITH THE THAI AT 

J- ... .THE TECHNICAL LEVEL ANIl REPORT SOONEST.. I AMPERSQNALLY 
p .. 
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~~-R-e~T..a:::~-~ .,:-T . .. ,'\ .. -;;~,,: .. r:;~~. 
CO;:FIDENT THAT REQUIREI'lENTS \HLL BE UNDER THAT AUTHORIZED 

FOR THE KORE,~~ CON!Ii'lG:tNT.-:: ,. 

,.:::.Hi. THE THAI REPEATEDLY EMPHASIZED THAT THEIR EXPRESSION 

; •. - .. OF NECESS.~RY CONCERN WITH THE COST IMPLICATIONS OF THIS 

ADDITIONAL CONTRIBUTION ON THEIR OWN ALREADY STRAINED 

BUDGETARY RESOURCES \~AS NOT R-:;;F'EAT 1)91£ TO BE REGARDED AS 

ANY l~AY HIPLYING A REQUEST FOR A "QUID· PRO QUO". 

11. I P.AVE PREVIOUSL Y COm!EI~TEj) ON ·THE UNIFORMLY FAVORABLE 

RZS?CNS::: TO THIS KIND OF INTI/HIE HIGH-LEVEL EXCHANGE OF 

, .... V!E~JS ~IITH SENIOR U.S. OFFICH.LS. I REPEAT THAT I COULD NCT BE 

. r~ORE PERSONALLY PLEASED WITH THE BENEFICIAL EFFECTS OF THIS 

VISIT • 
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