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DEPT. PASS AMEMBASSY,LONDON. AMEMBASSZ ·BONN, ;A~DiAME~~AS~Y OTTAWA' 

DE GAULLE HAS ALWAYS BEEN KNOWN AS A :MANOF<STRONG ANr;'DE:FINirE' V I EWS. WH rCH HE HAS HAD NO I~H I B rT IONS LN 'EXPRE~S ING. '.HOWEVER, ALONG WITH THIS DE GAULLE 'UP UNTIL REi::ENTLYHAOAi.:WAY~HADA SE:NSE OF MEASURE, OF TIM I'NG I OF PLACE AND APPROPR lATENESS. IT,HAS NOW BECOME INCREASrNGLYAPPARENT"TH~T ,DE ,GAULLE HAS .L~ST l1H! S SENSE OF T: M: NG AND ,OF' APPROPR I ATENESSANO :HIS 'PUBLi:C UTTERANCES AND 'NDEED ACUONSHAyE MORE,ANr; ,MORE 'TAKEN 'ON), PURELY WILLFUL AND 'PERSONAL 'CHARACTER • ,ACCORD i~G'TOOUR i:NFiORM. ATioN.DEGAULLECONDUC:r:SCOMPLETELY:SING~E.HANOEDLYRRENi:H 

PAGE 2 RUF'NCR 1288 :S"EC .f;I '0: I.. , 
FOREIGN POLlCY AND I,S ,MORE AND MORE NEGLECn"G'OTHER ASPECTS OF GOVERNMENT ACTlVrTrES. IHISSTATEMENTSON'Yi:ETNAM~ WHiCH 'HAvE: 

.. , 

TENDED MORE ANDMOI~ETO:FREE 'HIMSELF': FROM 'THE iNORMALRESTR/diNTS I 'H r S Acri,oN 'ON THE ,COMMON :MARKET ,AND:f I'NALL:Y .. 'THE:R~C:Iii~r,ANO IMOST . INCREDIBLE OF ALL_ !HIS BEHAVI'OR !'N:CANAOA"HAVE .ALL :REF.LECTED :THIS TENDENCY. rT WDUL;!) ,SEEM 'T;HAT·DE GAULLE ISSUFFERtNG 'FROM'TWO ASPECTS OF OLD AGE I. (1' ,A PROGRESSIVEHARDENliNG,:OF .1lHE:P.RElJUDi(:SS 
g g OF'1! CH 'HE 'HAD 'PLENTY. AND 1:2) A GROW I'NG:' INOrFFERENCE.AND EVEN U!,CONCERN Wr7Hl1He::EFFECTOF !His WORDS iON' i:NT.ERNATtONAL· AND FRE::.JCH PUBL;lCOPINION. ··THEFrXATION 'Wi-,!:CHHE ,HAS·,ALW.-iYS IHAD IN R2S~RD TO'T:HE POWER AND SIZE· OF'THEUl\i,::::lSTATESIHAS GROWN' IiI\JTO 
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ACOMPULSiVE OBS~SSIONo 'I HAVE A:'W~VS 'HELP' tHE V~EWQ :ANgSTILLIDO. 
THAT BAS I CALL. Y AND OR !;G INALL V DEGPiULlE o,S ,ANTAGON! SM TO 'THE IUN nED 
STAiESWAS BASED UPON 'HIS VIEW OF OURSI,ZEANO POWER. ;COUP,LED 
101 rTH THE TRAD :nONAL'PR lENDLlNESS'OF:-,:l1HE 'UN r tED Si Ai:ESr.il'~ARDS 
FRANCE, °rHESE. IN" DE ,GAULLE'SVjEI •• :CONSTiTUTED '''l:HECHIE:i'' 
Et.EMEN1S OF' A POWER WHICH WAS OANGERO~S,fN ReQAROTO 'iHE r~OE· 
PENDENCE OF FRENCH ACTION ,HOWEvER. ,AS .I'RECE.NTL:Y REPORr2D 

PAGE 3 RUi"NCR 1288 :S'E C RE T 
(PARIS 808),AN ATTITUDE, ,iHATEVER iTS ORIG":'I1,i\L,.".M.o.T!V.HloN,,IF 
CONSISTENTLY HELD AND ACTED 0PON EVENTUALLY , BECOMES As0~J~cftv~ 
OBSESSION' 'THIS IS ,CLEAR NOW IN THE 'CASE,OFDE GAULLE'S ViEW 'OF 
THE UNITED STATES. WE HAVE ~OTED THAT,ALONGWtTH Hrs POWERF'0L 
iNTRUSION iNtO CANADIAN DOMESTIC AFFAIRS l~ '~AVOR OFiHE~RENCH 
CANADIANS DE GAUl.LE FOUND TWO oeCAS rONSTO MAKERELAT! VELYM i LD 
CRACKS 'ABOUT THE,UNrTEDSTATES AND i'r,S:SlZE. I FEEL, 'HOwEVER. 'l1H,H 
NOW WE Musr DEF IN lTElY RECOGN J,ZE 'THAT ONE ,OFTHEMOiI VA riNG 
FORCES OF DEGAULL.E'S :CONDUCT OF' FOREIGN 'PQUC:Y !,S HtsANir­
AMERICAN OBSESSION AND I BELIEVE'TH,l:T WE cAN :EXPECT"THAT 
ALMOSY ANYTHINGriESA'(.S IN 'THE FUTURE WILL 'CONTAIN SOME 
UNCOMP L; ME NTAR Y R i::FERENCES TOWARD UN irED srA TE S. 
H1S PERFORMANCE IN CANADA HAS ,COME ;;';SAD!:STURBING AND UNSETTl:l'NG 
SHOCK TO ;:RENCH PUBLI COP I N iON 0 ,v lTUALL:Y THE ENTIRE pRESS HAS 
BEEN OPENLY AND,Sq,(ERELY CRITICAL OF'OEGAULLEPERSONALLYo 

. CHARAC7ERISTicOF THIS '"ONE IS AN EDITORIAL IN 'FiGARO 'THIS 
MORNING WHICH AFTER ,CRITICIZING OEGAULLE'VERY SEVEREL~, :ENDS 

PAGE 4 ,RUFNCR 1288 is'iS'~ E T 
UP WITH "WHY"? 'THE PREVAILING MOOD AMONG':SUCH 'F'RENCH ,AS :CAN 
BE MEr IN 'PARrS,l:T'T;HJ:S':SEASON' IS ONE :01" INCREilULrTY' ANO :HUMILlA­
TIO,N BECAUSE 'DEGAUL.LE 'HIIS'VI·OLATEO wH.A;T'THEFREi'JCH :REGARDAS 
ONE ,OI--THEr R :CH IE:F ATT.R I.ElUTES, NAMElY 11HAT OF ;GOOD TA STE ~ 
ALSO. NO mcJE :HERE::CAN JUNOERSTAND:EXACT.lY IJHAT'DEGAUL~E :WAS 
DRIVING AT. ,: 
NATURAL:t.y.ir USTHEEFF:ECT 'ONTHE FRENCH DOMESTic POLITIC 5Ce lV e­
l.~ 
WHICH WLLL SEOF'CHIEF ENTEREST. IN ALL PROBA~tLrTY 'THERE WILL 
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,BE MORE , 
~EACTION THAN ACTION DURiNG AUGUST WHEN EVERVONE. 

r NCtUD I NG ALL MEMflERS;OF 'THE GOVERNMENT kwiLL,'BE'~'N ·VACAl I ON. \AND 
IT IS YET 'TOO SOON TO STATE EXACTLY WHATEF"F"ECT 'THECANADIANf¢I;'SCO 
Wi.LL EVENTUALLY HAVE ON THE DOMESTIC':SCENE. :HOWEVE.R~ TnG~T,HER 
WITH DE GAULLE'S POLICY ON THE MIDDLEEAST,'THE CANADIAN FIASCO 
WILL BE ONE MORE MAJOR ERROR OF DEGAUU.:EIN 'THEGENERALP LCTURE. 
Ii" I S TO BE ASSUMED THAT EVEN THE MOST ;HARDENED ;GAULL iStsMUST 
BE LEFT WITH A SENSArYON OF FRUSTR.A.TDONAN6 BEWiLDERMENT:rT'rS 
PERHAPS TOO S,'JN'TO STATE: THAT DE GAULLE 1:5 "BECOMING ;SENtLE",. 
BUT CERTAINLYi'HE RIi$TRAINT WH ICH ,U§ED <TO "ACCOMPANYI+Is_Ai::jr,oNs 
AND :CHARACTERIZC:-,fH'S WORIJSSEEMS'TO BE ;'SLl'PPFN'G'VERY"BADLV, 
BOHLEN 
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