$:00 a. m.

Mr. Presldent:

Herowith Boblen anslyses de Gaulle’s
state of mind, his Canadlan performance,
- and lte first effects on Fresch oplulon. A
summary of French prass ix also
attached.

- W. W. Rostow

Parls 1288, July 27, 1967
Paris 1285, July 27, 1967
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DEPTe PASS AMEMBASSY .LONDON, AMEMBASSZ' BONNa AND AMEMBASSY OTTAHA

DE GAULLE HAS ALWAYS BEEN KNOWN AS 4. MAN OF '§TRONG AND DEFINITE;i“
VIEWSs WHICH HE-‘HAS "HAD ‘NQO. INHIBITIONS- IN: EXPRESSINGo'HONEVERn
ALONG WITH THIS DE :GAULLE ‘UP UNTIL RECENTLY HAD . ALWAYS 'WAD -A

SENSE OF MEASURE. OF TIMING, OF ‘PLACE .AND:- APPROPRIATENESS°

IT HAS NOW BECOM: INCREASINGLY APPARENT /THAT 'OE GAULLE ‘HgS .LOST
THIS. SENSE OF T -MING. AND (OF - APPROPRIATENESS .AND (H1S PUBLrC
UTTERANCES ANC INDEED. ACTIONS ‘HAVE. MORE .AND ‘MORE "TAKEN QN A
PURELY WILLFUL AND ‘PERSONAL: CHARACTERo” ACCORDING 'TO "QUR LNFORM-
ATION, DE GAULLE CONDUCTS COMPLETELY SINGhE HANDEDLY 'RRENCH
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FOREIGN PQLICY AND IS :MORE - 'AND MORE NEGLECn;vu GTHER ASPECTS oF o
GOVERNMENT ACTIVITIES. IHIS STATEMENTS ON: 'YIETNAM, WHICH 'HAVE
TENDED iMORE: AND ‘MORE-'TO- "FREE 'HIMSELF* FROMTHE NORMAL RESTRAPNTS:
"HISACTLON :ON ‘THE .COMMON: \MARKET. :AND.. FINALLY, 'THE: 'RECENT" AND IMOST
_INCREDIBLE OF ALL» 'HIS: HBEHAVIOR IN. CANADAJ-HRVE ALL’REFLECTED “TRIS
TENDENCYo [T WOULD:SEEM THAT DE: ‘GAULLE Is 'SUFFERING 'FROM “TWO
ASPZCTS OF QLD AGE: (1) .4 PROGRESSIVE :HARDENING:!OF  THE 'PREJUDICES
s OF {1CH 'HE 'HAD "PLENTY» -AND< t'2) " A ‘GROWENG INDIFFERENCE AND
EVEN U.CONcERN WYTH THE. EFFECT ‘OF 'HIS ‘WQRDS iON ENTERNATIONAL - AND.
FRZNCH PUBLIC OPINIONs "THE FIXATION 'WHICH. HE {HAS" ALWIYS [HAD  IN
RZEARD TO 'THE POHER -AND 'SIZE- OF THE un;h_a TATESIHAS GROWN ' INTOQ
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A COMPUL iVE OBSESSIONo "1 HAVE AL WAYS HELD "THE VIEH» AND sTILL!DOa
THAT BASICALLY. AND ‘ORIGINALLY' DE GAULLE"S ANTAGONISM TO THEIUNITED
STATES 'WAS EASED UPQON iHIS VIEW .OF OUR ‘SL2E - AND POWER, COUPLED '

- WITH THE TRADITIONAL ‘FRIENDLINESS OF THE UN;TED STATES: TONARDS

FRANCE o iHLSEa IN' DE :GAULLES VIEW, 'CONSTYTUTED "THE CHIEF
ELEMENTE OF 4 POWER WHIGH WAS DANGEROUS .IN REGARD 'TO 'THE INOE«
PENDENCE OF "FRENCH ACTION. 'HOWEVER, .AS I RECENT;Y REPORTED

:
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[PARIS 2683, AN ATTITUDE WHATEVER [TS ORIc_maL.%aTrvATIoN; 1F
CONSISTENTLY HELD AND ACTED UPON EVENTUALLY BECOMES A SUHJECTTVE.
0BSESSIONe ‘THIS 1S CLEAR NOW IN THE 'CASE..OF :DE GAULLE'S VIEW :OF
THE UNITED STATESo WE HAVE NOTED THAT -ALONG WITH HIS POWERFUL:

'IN*RUS ON INTO CANADIAN ‘DOMESTIC AFFA}RS IN FAVOR OF " THt FRENCH

CANADIANS DE GAULLE FOUND TWO OCCASIONS TO MAKE: RELAT;VELY MILD
CRACKS "ABOYT THE UNITED STATES AND ITS: :SIZEo ] FELLJJHONEVERJ “THAT
NGW WE MUST DEFINITELY RECOGNIZE 'THAT ONE'.OF 'THE MOTIVATING

FORCES OF DEGAULLE *S 'CONDUCT OF FOREIGN PQLTCY IS HIS . ANTI-
AMERICAN 0OBSESSION AND 1 BELTEVE ‘THAT WE CAN EXPECT THAT

ALnO°“ ANYTHING ‘HE SAYS: IN 'THE FUTURE WILL CONTAIN 'SOME

UNCOMPL IMENTARY REFERENCES TOWARD UNITED STAT‘&

HIS_PERFORHANCE-IN [CANADA HAS (COME - AS A ‘DISTURBING AND UNSETTLING

SHOCK 'TQ FRENCH RUBLIC OPINIONe 'VITUALLY THE ENTIRE PRESS HAS
BEEN OPENLY AND %EﬂtRnLY CRITICAL OF -DE .GAULLE PERSONALLYD

.CHARAC ERI“TiC OF. THIS "FONE IS AN EDITORIAL IN FIGARO 'THIS

MORNING NHICH AFTnR CRITICIZING OE GAULLE VtRY SEVERELY, (ENDS
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CUP WITH “WHY®? THE PREVAILING MQOD AMONG’ SUCﬁ PRENCH A8 ICAN

BE MET IN'PARIS AT: 'THIS iSEASQON 'IS.-ONE..OF- INLREDULITY AND HUMILLA-

- TION BECAUSE DE GAULLE HAS VIOLATED HHAT “TRE ‘FRENCH REGARD AS

ONEOF ‘THEIR 'CHIEF ATTRIBUTES» NAMELY THAT OF /600D TASTE..
ALSQs NO @dE MERE- CANJUNGERSTAND EXACTLY UHAT OE GAUL_E HAS
DRIVING ATq ~
NATURALLY IT |B THE EFFECT :ONTHE FRENCH DOMESTIC POLITIE SCEWE
L—SNENE L o
WHICH WILL BE OF CHIEf INTERESTc 1IN ALL PROBABLLYTY THERE WILL
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.BE MORE . _ R RV r
REACTION THAN ACTION DURING AUGUST ‘WHEN EVERY.ONE, .
INCLUDING ALL MEMBERS :OF 'THE "GOVERNMENT, ‘WELL. GE:ON v

IT IS YET 'TOO SOON 'TO STATE EXACTLY WHAT EFFECT THE 'C
WILL EVENTUALLY HAVE -ON THE DOMESTIC::SCENE. HOWEVEREH

WITH DE GAULLE®S ‘POLICY ON THE MIDOLE EAST, "THE CANAD
WILL BE ONE MORE MAJOR ERROR OF" DE "GAULLE "IN 'THE :GENE
I7 IS TO BE ASSUMED THAT EVEN THE MOST (HARDENED :GAULL
BE LEFT WITH A SENSATION OF FRUSTRATION .AND BEWILDERM
PERHAPS TOO SCIN:TO STATE THAT DE GAULLE IS WBECOMING
BUT CERTAINLY YHE RESTRAINT WHJCH ‘UBED [TO .ACCOMPANY HES

ACATION, AND

ANADIAN RIASCO

i TOGETHER

TAN FIASCO

RAL PLETURE.
ISTS -MUST _

ENT, IT'IS
SENILE™,
ACTIONS

AND.'CHARACTERIZEZ :HIS WORDS SEEMS. TO BE :SLIPPENG SVERY BADLYs - -

BOHLEN
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