Wed., I;nnuft 2, 1967 ﬁ

SECRET 7:00 p.m.

MR. PRESIDENT:

My reaction to this attack is that we should moant a heavy raid on
sslected port facilities at Haiphong, The attack should avoid heavily
built up areas, but it should be heavy and concentrated.

It should be mounted soon so that it would be clear to tham that we were
linkdng it to their attack on our naval esupply facility, It should remind
them of how much restraint we have thus far used in their highly
valoerable ports which are now backed wp with warehoused supplies
that they bave not been able to move over their transport system.

The attack should, of course, avoid ships,

I suggest this partly because they may be feeling a little too good in
Hanol at the moment after the FORRESTAL and cur arban troubles,

In my judgment, it would be wholesome to know we have a lot of reserve
power and the will to use it if necessary.

I also think the Hanol TPP should be re-attacked.
If you wish to proceed om this, you may wish to review the targets
proposed in General Wheeler's shouldering-out concept.

W.W.R,
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My reaction to this attack is that we should mount a heavy raid on
selected port facilities at Haiphong. The attack should avoid heavily
built up areas, but it should be heavy and concentrated, -

It should be mounted soon so that it would be clear to them that we were
linking it to their attack on our naval supply facility, It should remind
them of how much restraint we have thus far used in their highly
vulnerable ports which are now backed up with warehoused supplies
that they have not been able to move over their transport system.

The attack should, of course, avoid ships,

I suggest this partly because they may be fealing a little too good in
Hanoi at the moment after the FORRESTAL and our urban troubles,

In my judgment, it would be wholesome to know we have & lot of reserve
power and the will to use it {f necessary,

I also think the Hanol TPP should be re-attacked.

If you wish to proceed on this, you may wish to review the targets
proposed in General Wheeler's shouldering-out concept,

W.W.R,
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Me. President:

The Viet Cong launched a mortar attack shortly after noon (EDT) today
on & U.S, Naval supply facility about seven miles Southeast of Saigon.
~ First reports indicate that four minesﬁeepers,ﬂtwo'patrol‘boats, and
one helicopter were damaged. One of the minesweepers and one of the pa- -
trol boats received extensive damage,';Twof:uel tanks in ‘the storage area " -
were also struck. L e TR RE R

Casualties reportéd’thusféf ar§ 2l‘U.S. woghdéd,; :
| W:ite House Situation Room
& tﬂﬁ1»~.£%t'")l4‘“”f”2? .
. [ . . .
o ‘Briefing Officer e
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BY DEREK BLACKFAN

SAIGON, AUG. 3 (THURSDAY) (REUTERS)—-T‘ oN S
EARLY TODAY LAUNCHED A HEAVY MORTAF ATTACK on AHPORT;COMPLEX Jusrﬁay
OUTSIDE SAIGON CONTAINING A GASOL INE SiORAGE AREA AND A u. s¢-;_: N
NAVAL BASE, AN AMERICAN WILITARY SPOXESHAN sam. |

FIRST REPORTS SAID TWO GASOLINE S"ORAGE TANKS HAD
EXPLODED UNDER THE IMPACT OF THE MORTAR SHELLS AND ONE
SHLP-=UNIDENTIFIED--UAS ON FIRE,
(MORE) MJL 3: 16P

F
FIRST ADD SAIGON SECOND NIGHTLEAD VIETNAMESE X X X FIRE.
FIRE-FIGHTING EQUIPMENT SPED TO THE SITE AT NHA BE,
ABOUT SEVEN MILZS SOUTHEAST OF SAIGON, R
THE COMPLEX IS NEAR THE ENTRANCE TO THE LONG Fao

SHIPPING CHANNEL WHICH LINKS THE CAPITAL TO NHA BE,

- THE SPOKESHMAN-SAID THE MORTAR ATTACK BEGAN AT FIVL MIVUTES

AFTER MIDNIGHT, -

A NUMBER OF THE SHELLS LANDED IN AN A"ERICAH NAVY PATPOL |

BOAT BASE. g

OTHERS SLAMMED INTO THE UNLOADING FACILITIES FoR CIVILIAN
0IL TANKERS WHICH PLY INTG SAIGN. THE T4 INSTALLATIONS

ARE ABOUT 1 1/4 NILES APART. - _
| 'THE SPOKESHAN SAID REPORTS SO FAR IhDICATED "CONSIDLRABLE

DAMAGE" TO BOT: INSTALLATIONS FROM THE ATTACKS. -

"~ NIGHT FLYING HELICOPTERS HAD LOCATED THE VIET CONG FIRING
POSITIONS AND WERE HITTING BACK AT THE ¢ U?RRILLﬁS. HEAVY
ARTILLERY FIRE COULD BE HEARD FROM THE CENTER OF SAIGON AS .
GUNS WERE BROUGHT TO BEAR ON THE ATTACKLRS. |

IN FIGHTING WEDNESDAY, U.S. JET PLANES BATHED A FORCE OF - £
MMUNIST TROOPS IN NAPALM NEAR DANANG, KILLING 48 OF THEN. A BN
DURING THE BRIEF ATTACK. . C
THE SPOKESHAN X X X PICKING UP srconn SR R - e -
PARA (12:43P)., . . B T U AT B
MIL 3: 23P S i ;a."ﬁfpgpp; oIl - %

END REPTNS .
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