
MR. PlllCSInENT: 

WecL. A".-.t 2, 1967 
1M P.1b. 

My reac:tlon to W. attack 1. that _ llIoald 1b00000t a heavy rald 011 
•• lected port facliU •• at Halplloas. TIle utack .1lGa1d aMd heavily bullt up area., buUt .hould be heavy .... coac ..... d. 

It .boWel be mcmatecl .oon .0 that it w0U4 be c1e .... to them tbat w. we ... lillktaa it to their attack OR 01U' 1l&9&l •• ,. fadlity. It llaou1d remllld th.m of h_ much relthild: we have ... t .... .. eel ta tMil' biahly 
vul ... rable port. wbicb &11'. DOW backed lip with ...... Ilou .... uppli •• that they have IIOt bee. able to move ..... t1Ielr trUlpofl .,It.m. 

The attack IboWd, of COVle, avoid shi ... 

I .",p.t tbil partly lMtenh they ma, be t .. u.. II little too ,00(1 in Hanoi at the momeat after the J'oaaE'S'rAL aad CIIGI' ...... troubl •• , III my Jwlam.at. it woW" be wholeeome to kIIOW ". haft II lot of r ••• rve power .... the will to .. Ie it U ... ce.lary. 

I al •• tbi .. the Hanoi TPP .hould be I'e-&Ctacbd. 

U you. wbh to Foce.d OIl tbie, you may wilh to ... ¥lew the> tugets 
proposed in a. ... l'al Wbeel.I"s sboaldlrlat-oat COl'lcopt. 

w.w.a. 
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COpy LBJ L1l\RAI{Y __ \ 
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By 
MR. PR.B:SIDENT: 

Wed.. Auauat Z. 1967 
1:00 p. m. 

My reaction to thiB atta.ck is that we shoulel mount a heavy "aid 011 

selected port facilities at Haiphong. The attack .houlel avoid heavily 
built up areas, but it should be heavy and cone.abatecl. 

It should be mounted Boon so that it would" clear to th.mthat we were 
linking it to their attack 011 our naval supply facUity. It should remind 
them of how much restraint we have thus far .. ed tn their highly . 
vulnera.ble ports which are now backed up with warehouaed aupplies 
that they have not been able to move over thai" unsport syatem. 

The attack should. of COUl'se, avoid Bhips. 

I suggest this partly becauae they may be feeling a little too good in 
Hanoi at the mQment after the roRR.B:STAL and 0Ua' urban troubles. 
In my judgment, it would be wholesome to know we have a lot of reserve 
power and the will to use it if necenary. 

I also think the Hanoi TPP should be re-attac:ked. 

If youwlBh to proceed on this, you may wish to zoevi_ the ta,rgets 
proposed in General Wheeler's shouldering-out coneept. 

W. W.R. 

'SBGMI'I' 

·-~·-~--------I--------~-----· ---------T----' 
COpy LBJ 11!l RXIi Y 
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, 5 :25 p.m. , 

Mr. President: 

The Viet Cong launched a mortar attack'zh.ortly ~ter noon (EDI:) today on a U.S. Naval supply facility about seven miles Southeast of,Saigon. 
, ,.. 

First reports indicate that four minesweepers,' two patrol boats, and one helicopter were damaged. One of the minesweepers and one of the pa­trol boats received extensive damage. 'Two fuel tanks in the storage area ,were also st.uck. .. ;,' .. ' 
" ,.; .... -

Casualties reported'thusfar' are 2:L U.S. wounded. 
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W:~itc House Situation Room 
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URGtNT"" , 

SECOND NIGHTLEAD VIETNAMESE (CHANGING 

SAIGON, AUG. 3 (THURSDAY) (REUTERS)--THE"VIET'C'oNG"> ..........••. 

EARL Y TODAY LAUNCHED A HEAVY MORTAR ATTACK'~~:~;':~~~;"COMPLEX J~ST:~ ._. '::. 
. ..... . ,,1 

OUTSIDE SAIGON CONTAINING A GASOLINE STORAGE AREA AND A U.S.'· . " , 
NAVAL BASE, AN MlERICAN' MILITARY SPO;(ESr'lAN SAID. 

FIRST REPORTS SAID TWO GASOLINE STORAGE TANKS HAD 

EXPLODED UNDER THE IMPACT OF THE MORTAR SHELLS AND ONE 

SHIP--UNIDENTIFIED--WAS ON FIRE. 

(MORE) MJL 3: 16P 

F 
FIRST ADD SAIGON SECOND NIGHTLEAD VIETNAMESE: X X X FIRE. 

FlRE-FIGHTWG EQUIPMENT SPED TO THE SITE AT NHA BE, 
ABOUT SEVE;N i-iIL2S SOUTHEAST OF SAIGON, , '. 

, THE COMPLEX IS NEAR THE ENTRANC:;: TO THE LONGJAO 
SHIPPING CHA NN£L W HI CH LINKS THE CAPITAL TO NHA DE:, 

THE SPOKESt'lAN' SAID THE MORTAR ATTACK BEGAN AT FIVE MINUTES 
AFTER MIDNIGHT, 

A NUMBER OF THE SHELLS LANDED IN AN AMERICAN NAVY .PA TROL 
BOAT BASE. . .. '. . . . '. . 

OTHERS SLAt1t1ED INTO THE U~lLOi\.DL~G FACILITIES FOR CIVILL4N 
OIL TANKERS WHICH PLY INTO SAIGN. THE TWO INSTALLATIONS 
ARE ABOUT I 1/4 I,;ILES APART. 

THE SPOKESt'lA>l SAID REPORTS SO F.4i'/ INDICATED "CONSIDERABLE 
DAMAGE" TO BOL; INSTALLATIONS FRO~l THE ATTACKS. 

NIGHT FLYI;.JG HELICOPTERS HAD LOCATED THE VIZT CONG FIRING 
R)SITIONS AND WERE HITTING BACK AT THE GUERRILLAS. HEAVY 
ARTILLERY FIRE COULD BE HEARD FRO/·j THE CENTER' OF SAIGON AS 
GUNS WERE BRO.UGHT TO BEAR ON THE ATTACKERS. 

IN FIGHTING WEDNESDAY, U.S. JET PLANES BATHED A FORCE OF 
QlimurHsT TROOPS IN NAPALM NEAR DANANG, KILLING 40 OF THEM 
DURING THE BRIEF ATTACK. 

- THE SPOKESt1AN X X X PICKING UP SECOND 
. PARA (12 :43P) •. 
MJL 3: 23 P -,' , 

END REPTNS 
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