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1. We are becoming 1ncreaSing1y concerned w1th news ‘media and
Congressional attitudes’ regarding the progress of the war.' There_
have been a number of news stories recently which characterize the
war as being "a stalenate”' this same belief has been expressed by
prominent members of the Congress who have hitherto been’ supporters
of the war effort. As a sampleof the reporting a Senator recently
wrote the following to-Secretary McNamg;at

l"...it isﬁbeginning to appear that we are doing
most of the fighting. According to.a recent weekly
casualty report,'thiceheslhany American soldiers
were killed as South Vietnamese soldiers: Also,
according to another report I have seen, in the
six months ending in May, American casualties ex- -
ceeded the number of Vietnamese drafted. It is most
difficult to_understend why we should exert a greater
effort than South Vietnam. How can we explain to
the parents of our men in Vietnam,;why their sons
are’ there being shot at anc Xilled while reports tell

of young South Vietnamese men enjoying life in Saigon

and elsewhere?"
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2. Manifold examples similar to the foregoing &uws led to
the thought that we mlght prepare a precise, factual, non-generalized
case to explaln why we thin{{we are making progress rather than

facing a stalemate in ViEtnam. The proposal visualizes é province-

by-province narrative based on prov1nce reports showlng
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3. The VC manpqwar problern ' .‘ T L .‘."
b. The decrease in Communlst operational capabilities

and

¢. Threat to the VC as showr by VC concentration:

against Revolutionary DeveIOpmcnt activitiecs.

1 am not sure that a prov;nce by - prOV1ncu approacn is pOsslble

I§§a;m;ﬂ:ﬂﬁ§'but certainly a Corvs tact 1cal zone presentation =
- Fowwsie]

3. Reflecting on the above, it cccurs tc me that you might
have a briefing of the abovelé;fé prepa;ed which- you yourself would
give to the Saigon press. To the subject matter outlined above,
I would add such military items as the number of base areas
neutralized and/o; entered in each corps tactical zonéathe opening
of roads,'railrpads{ waterways, etc. I think it would be good for
you to brief the préss yourself becigsff52ﬁp action 'would insure
‘.max1mum impact on the, r?%gs and, @EQEEK££;’ helpful stories forwarded
'by them to their editors. Of course, before you gave such a briefing
we would like to have the text in our(ﬂénds back here so tha% wé

could insure being in step with you in answering questions from the

Washington press and from editorial sources.
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4. I would appreciate soonest your assessment of the“feasi-
bility and the desirability of undertaking a project of this sort.
5. For General Johnson{ I am sure that you will be faced

with a press conference soon after you return from South Vietnam.
In fact, I surmise that you may be requested to report .to the;

41‘ - "“‘-

Presioent and, thereafter mee< Wlth the press. Forewarned is

-

forearmed!

6. For CINCPAC: I would appreciate.any comments you nay wish
to offer, either on thlS specific project or more generally as to
how we can improve the tenor of press reportlng on the war. Warm

-

regards to all,
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