
MR. PRESIDENT: 

):;1 --­Tue.day, Aup.t I, 1961 
10:15 a. m. 

Fritz HolUng. called me. Having apent a vacation In South Cuolina next door to him two years ago, _ are frienda. 

He reported as follow •• 

He i. very worried about the mood on Viet Nam amoag the men whoae support you really need tn the SeDate for Viet Nam.-_ III pal'ticular, 
Senatora Ru .. en. SteDDis and Byrd. He say. the moocll. affected by atol'lea of the Mari_. geWng ambWlhed lD the DMZ. dama,e to the carrier, and a ge_raltteUng that _ Ue on a treadmUlln Viet Nam. Dick ausaeU' a view i. that _ .hould "dedue war or let out. " SteDDis', ttaat _ ue v .. tly overcommitted aDd that _ Ue fighting at 
the level "the enemy dictatea. " 

He aays this mood of frustration Ue. behiad the support for Fulbright's resolution. 

I aald that there _re two fact. aa aeell from the Executive Branch: 

-- In the wake of McNamara'a trip .. e have _ver had the Saigon and Waahington teama .0 completely agreed that iD miUlary terma_ .. ere mallng good progresa; we could aee a proce.s _der way that really gave Ught at the end of the tuDDel; aDd. In fact. OUJ' peate at amdety aDd caution waa the Vletname.e election. 

-- In aubstaDce, what .. as happeDlD, .. as that the maD~r ptel under the control of the Viet Coni in the South .... belllg run down slowly but surely, aDd the North Vletume.e could DOt or .. OIlld aot pat III enough forces across the DMZ or otherwiae to divert ell.cu.vely 11. S. forces from maintaining effective psoe_ure on the Viet Cong. along with the South Vietnameae. the Koreane, etc. The North Vietnamese have had to withdraw from I Corps thefllDits .. hich had bee. ftlhting there for reat 
&ad reftt after their enl.gemenu with MulD ... 

I concluded that in face _ were on a .. lImiDg track U _ had the capacity to !lew s_at it out. 

He aald it waa extremely important that _ cOIlVeyed all the evidence for thi. view to theae key Senatora. 
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