
W4Iclraesday. AUiut 9. 1967 -- 10:55 a. m. 

Mr. Presielent: 

Herewith an able State DepartmeJd: &a&lys1a of Kis.maer'. report of 
conversation_ with tbe two Frenchmen who went to Hanoi. plu the report 
itself. 

I conclude the conversations fit the patteI'D 01 recent months ill wbich 
various North Vietumese are taJ.ldng with third parties: 

to SUSaest a marginal iDereas. ill ftex11lUlty; 

to smoke out U. S. positions aDA! iIlteDtlons. 

If and when they are ready to s.ttle ..... will··· la my judgment -­
hear mucb more directly and without all this arnbl,wty. 

Nevertheless. a fUe worth readiaa. 

W. W. R.ostow 

WWRostow:rln 

COpy LBJ l1!\R,\'It~ 
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Dr. Klnin,er'. Report nn Coavenatlolls ill Hanoi. J\'&ly 24. _d ZS, 1967 

Much of what PhaItlV .. Doag and Ho Chi Mlah aalel to Wareovlch and Aubrac 
is already part of the e.tablished Hanoi positloa. BOllI reiterated the folU' 
polats alld the TrlDh IntervIew; he recited the cutomary Hanoi ",.rsloll of 
recelll South VletRamsa. history; h. al •• r.afflrmed that ucODdltl_l and 
permAllelll ee .. atinn of the bombillJ a. _l1.s a tIS 'tritb4rawal .. are part 
of a fl.llal sattlemelll. bllt that there _a ao hury about raulf1catlnn and 
that the NLF would ba ready to participate ill a cMlltlnn lovermnent lIlcludillJ 
members of raeelll South Yleturnea. loverllmAllll.. Ho demaaded 
condemnatinn of the US as aD allreasor. AU this Is ltallllarL 

Beyond that, h_ever, the lIltervle. coDflrmed earUer ladlcatlnna that Hanoi 
has moved somewhat from the terma of.:the orlJl.Ilal J_uary Z8 Trlah later­
view (a. further exp1al.lled by l\4al Vu Bo and oth.r.' to a poaltloll somewhat 
more accurately expressed ill Trlllh'a J\'&ly Z lIltervl •• with Volkestimme. 
Dong ladleated (without apeUillJ out) a Hanoi r.adlM .. to Delotlat. fail'ly 
soon after the bomDiIlJ Is stopped; Jut ladlc:aW that the \lomblng stop n.ed aot 
be perma_llt; he alao said that thare _daot be ..., ~ .. l d.elantloD that 
we are atoppillJ the bomblDg: a "ele facto" atep wlU do. 

DODS'S remarka also cCllDtalMd two potellllaUy iabr.atlq &tatem.llls whIch 
could ladicat. Huol williape .. ill time to mo",. CIID two other issues: 

1) Dnna sald that the NLF wo\1ld have to be "pr •••• '· wIl.a South VI.ta.meae 
matters are cU.cu .... -- but 41el IlOt sa, that _ .. \'&lei ha",o to deal oxc1udvely 
with the NLF on those matters or recopi •• the HLI' a. ,01. ,.BaiIIe .pokesman 
lor the South Vletnam.s. people. Thla statemeat may lIldleat •. that Haao! 
milht be pl'e'p&r" someday (bllt !lOt now) to moTe clo .. r to our positloa CIID NLF 
partlcipatloa lrl talk •• 

Z) Doal r.colab .. that US troop. would "ha.,. to atay" _t11 the ,ad of a 
political a.ttlemeat ill South Vietnam. Haaol baa Ile..,.r cl.arly ladleat.d It. 
podUoa aD the timinl of a US troop withdrawal. but Doas' a remarka at l.ast 
sUlI,st that they wo\1ld IlOt laIlat OD such a wIthdrawal prior to South Vietaame s. 
elections. 

However, DODg's remarks also coatallled some .... ry hard elemellls. Hedld 
, not hiDt at any pol!t8ible change in Hanoi's position Oil reciprocity; lD fact, his 
I denland for aD unconditional bOnlbiD! halt suggests that Hanoi Is I"'lll nlrt 
, CESSET lBJ U!iRXI'i.~ .~-.--. -, _.~ _________ . ______ ._._ .. _ _C""Q ... p-,y,--,="",--,,-,~,-,--, 
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prepared to off.r a mWtaJoy conc ... IOll tor a 'bomlJlDJ halt. He cUd ROt .ye. 
hint that the Klialr.laer formula mlpt be acceptabl •• althoqlllle mu.t hay. 
recOJDilCed (aa Thach did) that It represented a .... lfIcant depart1lre from 
the eatabUaheel AmerlCaIl po.ltlem. Doq alao appeared hiahlY Re,ativ. OIl 
the cODtrol questiOll. He rejected a 11II1 •• t1o. for aerlal nrvel1laDce of 
th .. North Vietaameae lDflltratiOll rcn1tes. ... cla .... rat attitude _ the 
cOIltroi l •• ue (he had bee. "_lIderma whell that 1 •• ue woald b. ral •• d") did 
.ot rev.al ..,. .ath"alaam for the aubJect. er ally cI.alft to come QP ."lth .ew 
ld.... H. al.o .. ld uthill, abOlat withdl'awal of Northerll troop. 'from South 
Vletaam. Slat thl. had DOt bee. rals.d. 

Thus, iIla_ry. the cOIlverlatlon. do _t tab u aay furtb.r thaD aome 
of the other mat.rial which haa bee. a_Dabl. OIlt of HaAol aad .l •• wher •• 
blat they do offer potelltlally .... fullill •• fN farther c.ald.ratl_ aad poaalble 
exploratlOll. Pham'a finn bomblDJ half-u,otlatiODallu aDd amblplty OIl 

the NLli" c_solldat. po.ltl_a take • ..,. othere .arl1er la July. 

Miacell!J!!OIle 

Seyolld the a.atallce 01 the North Vletume •• remarka, .ame other elementl 
ln the Kieala,er report are ala. worth couW.riDI: 

1) PhunVaa Dm'a Position alld Atatbo'l'lty: Thla la ROt the flrat time that 
Phan Van DOlI, haa met with WeateI'Mrl aDd, while mallltalllf.rla a,eDeraIly 
hard poaltl_. haa mall&,ect to convey an lmpr.aalon 01 11ncer. deaire for 
peace. Ala. Dot the firat time thet he has appeared to ope. "'II poaalbUltlea 
for aetUement. 1a the pa.t. h-.ver, he haa •• occaatcna be •• whlatied 'back. 
aDd w. th.r.lore do ROt really kilo'll h .... a1d.borltati_ ... IlIla1 hia remarks to 
Marcovich au Aurae can be conddered. They may Dot reprea •• t a 
Politburo COllC....... It la aoteworthy that •••• plie Ho Chi Mlab'. remarka 
cOllcerDf.rla DOJlI'a power to haDdle u,otlatloaa. I) ... cUd ut hay. any aort 
of reply to make 011 the Klnta,.r ,ropoaal tor ma1atenuc. of lafUtratlon 
at ... evea 1 ..... 1 durlq a bombla, halt. He did aot • .,.. lIIdlcate that HaIlol 
would aWy it. 

Z) Ho Chi Mlab'. Health aacl Mod". OperaDII1. The cI.acdptlon of Ho match.a 
that rev.aled ln F.llx Or .... '. r.cent ru.m. 01 North Vletum. Ho la 
obviously ill poor phy.icaI ahap., blat ht. .y •• aft .tm .ory clear'" h. doea 
not appear to have loat hla mental fa.cultl... w. woab! Dot aa.uma that he 
mu.t be •• aUe becaa.ae he turlU! ov.r the blll'cl •• 01 ... otlatlOll8 to Doni. He 
h •• do_ till •• ort of thiDa ia tbe palt. ,lYin, 0 .. 01. hia Ueuteaanta a 
rel,onalblllty"'hU. retalaln, power tooverm. hlm or .llaaoclate hlmself 
lf expedient. He thus ret.lns hla traditioll&l freedom 01 movement. 

--'----.-----.-~-----~-.-,------------.---.---,-.. -, .. -- copy lBJ l1l\RXIi.~ 
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3) Po .. lble Hanoi Oollfulo&. Phun Van Dona's expostWaUoll "que ve1:l1.1lt 

1 .. Americallls" (what do the Amerlcau wat, alldllia statemeat that 

DelotiatiOlUl ahould b. eODducted by penOlUl ....... 01' .... lily both parlies" 

may ..ned .ome ,e_iDe Hanol eODfulOll a. to lJS loala &ad lateatloas. 

Thl. eoafuelol'1ia Ilot alleviated by the cieepatch of ".noff1cl&1" eminades 

who eODf1tut their descriptioll ollJS clemaads to some '_1'&1 nmarks about 

OUl' desire for an hoaorabie Httlemeat aU who an c.npletely laDoraat 

about .uch thlDgs ... the .rall_..,. 18 latel'Ylaw. DOIII'a partormallCe c1urlng 

tha .ecoad meetllla ... D.ec:tect aome cODfulOll a. to wbth.r .iwaa expected 

to 'Pre.ent a -lot1at101l8 brief 01' 8111a,e In an lnfoftDal chat. Thoqh Hanoi 

is 1ar,.ly .... poll.lbl. lor thia sitaatloa by lte lIlaitaliC. that it wUlaot talk 

to u while the bombllla c:olltlll.a, Hanoi mipt etm be receptive to aoms 

hlehly aec ... tapproach which e0W4 be lateadetl to ,lve the Norlh VletD&D1es. 

a etearer leIea a. to esactly what w. want. They will .. t lUte seme parta 01. 

it, of course, aDd may lDltially reaet la a .. ..,. _pti .. mallDer. Inlt at leaat 

thay .. 111 bow what they an up alalnat &lid can .tart .. rlO1U1 re-thinklng. 

4) Who ls Wateblnl Whom? Tllen 1a some latarestJas if lneoacll.slft room 

for speculation ablNt why Marcov1ch &lid Aulilrac _I'e ,l.ella fal.e .cIledule 

of actlvitie •• 

5) HaDOi Concern about Oreater US Effort. DOll" s .. emarks abo. the dikes 

and about lilhtla. _ North Vletu.mes. 80U rebalo:rc:e OUI' ear11er lmp:reaslon 

that Hanoi really espec:ts 1111 to bomb the dlkes charlnl the summer higb water 

on the Iled Ill.er. aU also may espect • laM ""' ... ,-. 

6) Were Hard-Line JIhaa Dan Articles lleWed to ViaU? By July 19 aDd 10. 

when Aubr&c &ad Mareovich wel'e in Pbaom Paah. Hanol must have realized 

that they had came to talk abo •• po .. lble s.ttiemeat. The toqh July 20 

aDd particularly July 21 Nhan D_ editorials _,. have been iDteDeled for their 

ears. It would not be the first tUne that HaDed ha4. accompanlecl secret talk_ 

with pubUc reileratio. of harsb dem.&llille. III thl. caee, however, w. think 

the .ditorlals were. probably more l1kely relatecl to Ecoaamlce .Mlnlster 

Le Thanh Nahi's vUdt to Peking. 

--' .--.-'----------r'-.-.---~-----,---.---.-.-, .. --
COPY lBJ l1~RAIt~ 
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I MEMORANDUM FOR THE NEGOTIATIONS COMMITTEE 

EYES ONLY PARTICIPANTS 
DECLASSIPDlD i, 

Ii.O. 12356. Sec. 3.4 ~ 

FROM: S/AH - Chester L. Cooper By 
NV 21/--Y/ I 
c~ NARA Da- 'l-/~-9{1 fA, ,,-,,, _ , 

V - , 

SUBJECT: Visit to Hanoi by Two Unofficial 
French Representatives 

Early in June a small group of Pugwash participants 
met in Paris to discuss the situation in the Middle East and 
Vietnam. Representatives of the group came from the Soviet 
Union, the UK, France and the TJS. The American participants 
were Kissinger, Doty (Harvard), and Feld (MIT). As an 
outgrowth of this discussion, one of the Franch participants, 
Marcovich of the Pasteur Institute, and Kissinger (with the 
knowledge and endorsement of the Sovie~ participant) agreed 
that it would be useful for Marcovich to procE!ed to Hanoi for 
the purpose cf sounding out the North Vietnamefle on their 
views toward negotiations, and to' present: unoft::'cially the 
Phase A - Phase B formula which had been die-:-.ussed in general 
terms at the Pugwash session. Marcovich was 1:0 be joined by 
a M. Aubrac, an official of FAO who knew Ho ctli Minh 
personally (Ho had stayed in Aubrac's home during the 1946 
negotiations with the French). Qe Gaulle was made aware of 
the trip and interposed no objection on'the condition that 
the two Frenchmen were acting "unofficially". 

Marcovich and Aubrac arrived in Hanoi by way of Phnom 
Penh on July 21. They left Hanoi on July 26 and returned to 
Paris via Phnom Penh. Kissinger saw them "within hours of 
their return to Paris". 
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During their stay in Hanoi Marcovich and Aubrac had i 
two conversations with Pham Van Dong and one with Ho Chi Minh. , I, 

They were also shown a hospital, fome damaged dikes and other I 
evidence of American"aggression". They were given a bamboo ' 
surgical kit (which they said was ,developed to meet the 

BeeREr/SWIS 
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shortage of steel surgical instruments), ~I propaganda film 
on American bombing and some pellets from "anit-personnel 
bombs". (Arrangements are being made to get these to us.) 

. 
Attached are Kissinger's notes describing the sessions 

between the two Frenchmen and the Vietnamese officials. 
The material preceding the notes of the conversations ( pages 
1 - 11 of Kissinger's notes) is a lengthy background dis­
cussion and a chronology of the trip. 

Several interesting points emerge from the conversation 
with Pham Van Dong. 

1. Dong's reiteration of the offer to negotiate soon 
after a bombing cessation and, in particular, his statement 
that the cessation need only be a "de facto" one. (pp 12 and 16) 

2. Dong's statement to the effect that they would be 
prepared to negotiate secretly with the U.S. on matters directly 
affecting .North Vietnam and that the NLF need not be present. 
(p 17). In subsequent sessions in which the political 
problems of South Vietnam were to be discussed theNLF would 
have to be present. (p.13). 

3. Dong's recognition that, "some U.S. forces would have 
to stay until the end of the process of political settlement". 
(p. 16). 

4. Dong's statement that the NLF envisaged a "broad 
coalition government" which would include members of the 
present GVN. (p. 17) 

5. Dong's statement that Hanoi would not"push things 
toward unification"until after there was a political settle­
ment. (p. 17) 

; I 
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6. 
• , 

Dong's sense of optimism about the eventual outcome. (p.lS) I 

The conversation with Ho is more interesting in terms of 
color and mood than in terms of substance. 

******* 
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An analysis of these conversations and some possible 
follow-up actions will be the principal matter for discussion 
on Thursday,. August 3, in Governor Harriman's office. It 
is hoped that participants will have an opportunity to read 
the attached before the meeting. 

ATTACHMENT: As stated 

cc: Mr. Rostow 
Gov. Harriman 
Mr. Sisco 
Mr. Warnke 1 .. ,·,·,­
Mr. Habib 
Mr. Read 

. "..,n.,.,.,. iJCElTS ? ; ...... . . 

(,./c::-
Chester L. Cooper, 

~~---,~~~-,--'----------------------.---
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SECItE'f - EX DIS DEa.ASS1FIED .;! q I!. I 
E.O. 123:', Sec. 3.4 "-:---t 

12 - NIl ,'li.-11! . I 
By k'@ ,NARA,Date '1-/:1.9'1 i' 

. I 
III. CONVERSATIONS WITH P}llU1 VAN DONG AND HO . I 

I 
A. Meeting with Pham Van Dong. July 24, 9 a.m. 
B. M~eting with President Ho, Afte!rnoon, July 24. 
C. S'econd Meeting \-lith Pham Van Dong. 

NOTE: .These conversations are drawn from reports by 
Aubrac and Marcovich within hours of their 'return to 
Paris. Quotations are direct quotes as they appeared 
in Aubrac's notes made during the meeting. The conver­
sations are reported in the order in which they occurred. 

A. Meeting: with Pham Van ...!22E,g:, July 24, .9 a .m. Present 
Aubrac, Marcovich, Pham Van Dong, Tach (Minister of 
Health), note-taker. 

Ph am Van Dong opened the meeting by saying that 
he was happy to see Aubrac and Marcovich. The visas 
had been given on the basis of Aubrac's x'eputation, 
therefore, it \'laS up' to Aubrac to present his ideas. 
Aubrac.then described the background of the trip to 
Hanoi as sketched in" Part I. He said that he would 
report to me and I would report to the U.S. government. 
M.?,rcovicIl-c-6ntTriueJr 1:5y-o'Utl in"111g "'a'1f-a,-priva-t'e Tdea-tRe 
~t.~,,:o.-.;12a:r..!;; .. ::p.ropos ... a:l,;;-::-... :;l)arr.-end. :.·to .. R.S. bombLg, 2)'COUP;:~J' 
wl.th an.assurance by North Vietnam that "Ie tauxcIes ~ "* 

-approvisionment ne -serait pas.-<!.ccru a la faveur de" .. c~ 
,:arrete. ".I-Aubra·c"·int.'errupted to say that the control 
problem \'/ould have to be solved and Hanoi should make . 
proposals. PhamVan Dong replied that he had been 
wondering when that issue would be raised. Marcovich 
said that part of the control might be through overflights 
for reconnaissance purposes. Pham Van Dong said: "This 
is our country. 'We cannot discuss the problem in this 
manner. " Pham Van Dong added: "ive want an unconditional 
end of bombing and if that happens. there will be no 
further obstacle to negotiations." Aubrac asked what he 
meant by unconditional. Pham Van Dong repli~d that 
North Vietnam could not negotiate while being bombed. 
Aubrac asked w:lether pham Van Dong wanted. an official 
declaration that the bombing had s.topped, or would he 
be satisfied with a de facto end of bomh.ng. pham Van 
Dong replied that ~ de facto cessation would be acceptable. 
Aubrac asked whether there should be.some delay between 
the end of bombing and the beginning of negotiations. 

-.r- I J :l;;; 141Ji -'k ~ .r.' .:.n·-·"'" ~ ",,",.a .. ~ ~ ~ a ~GL. ~ o. ~ J'-l'1 Q.. W<oUL ""'f7' . . , "-

~ Ita. ~.: BeaRe'! . EX :OXS . 

,', . "" " .. 

.' . 

• ~_~ ...... ~J"'~ .. J;,... = .• .,.;:, .... ,~ .. ~,~.; ...... t ... ,;..· -."',_.~~~" .'j .. • 1""1"'., .~'"r.r· .. ~.-··~"~"'":irr;'i";-O'<-,,·,..-..... ·­
~ 

I' , 

I 
ji· 

copy lBJ UliRA'1i.Y 
-------_._._--_ .. _-,-"._----_._-_._-------------



Ii 

I 
I 
I 
I· 

I 
I , 
! , 

I 

I 
I 

i 
! 

" . . , .. 
• 

BBCltE'f - EX bIS ~ 

- 13 -

Pham Van Dong.- replied: "T'nis is not a problem. It Aubrac asked w11at channels should be used. Pham Van Dong replied: "This is not a problem but it should be someone authorized by both parties." He then went on . to say init,ial negotiations could be on those matters affecting the U.S. and North Vietnam as principals. When issues affecting South Vietnam were raised, the NLF would have to be present. ffiubrac and Marcovich had the impression that the scenario envisaged by Pham Van Dong involved an end of U.S. bombing to be followed within a matter of days by J;.he opening of 'negotiations under acceptable auspices~ 

Pham Van Dong then said that he thought that the next escalatory step would be a bombing of the dikes. . •.. All preparations had been made to mitigatEl the consequences.' . but the human suffering would be severe. He asked Marcovich and Aubrac to help influence world opinion against .,', such a step. Aubrac replied that their usefulness depended on not joining any propaganda effort. However, they might talk to the papal mission in Paris about the problem .. 

Pham Van Dong then closed the meeting with. a : little speech: "You see, dear fr;i.ends, that the problem is very complicated. You may think your travels are useless. In fact you have given us much to think about. I will see you again and we will talk again." 

Aubrac and Marcovich were struck by Pham Van Dong's insistence on the complexity of the problem, as well as by the fact that in neither conversation did he mention Communist China. 

Tach remained behind. He j oinedAub:t:ac and Marcovich at lunch and told them that the two-step bombing proposal' should be discussed officially rather than informally. 

B. Meeting with President Ho, Afternoon, July 24. Present: HO, Aubrac. Pham Van Dong. Tach and note­taker. 

Aubrac said that what struck him immE~diately was how old Ho had become. He was dressed in il Chinese gown and walked with the aid of a cane. However. his intelligence was unimpaired: his eyes still had their 
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old sparkle. He seemed to enjoy playing the role of a grandfather-figure. not concerned with details. Aubrac had brought as a gift a little colored stone egg. Ho gave three presents in return: silk for Aubrac's daughter. some books and a ring made of metal from the 2000th u.s. plane claimed to have been shot down over Vietnam.' He remembered the first names of all of Aubrac's three children. After speaking about Aubrac's family for about 15 minutes, Aubrac said: ".Mr. President do you know why I have come?" Ho answered "Yes." Aubrac asked whether he had any comments. Ho replied :by saying that he did not like the phrase "peace in Vietnam." It gave an impression of moral equivalence between the United States and North Vietnam, in fact the u.s. is the aggressor and must be condemned. Ho praised De Gaulle for under­standing this distinction. Moreover the details of negotiations 'were in the hands of Pham Van Dong. Ho then added: "Remember. many people have tried to fool me and have failed. I know you don't want to fool me." He then turned the c®nversation back to family matters. He expressed regret ·that Aubrac had sold 1~he house where h~ had stayed \:.\olenty-one years ago. "Where shall I live when I next come to Paris?" He then asked whether he would be welcome in Paris. bu~ avoided the question of whether he wanted an invitatioh. 

He terminated the conversation after fifty minutes and was escorted from the room by Tach. PhamVan Dong walked with Aubrac to his car. He said that "we try to spare President Ho as many details as we c:an. He is an old man; we want him to live to see his country unified." He, told Aubrac that he was thinking about their conversation of the morning. He moved up the next day's appointment by an hour to allOW more time before Aubrac's and Marcovich's ~eparture in the evening. 

C. Second Meeting with Pham Van Dong. Px·esent: Aubrac, Marcovich, Pham Van Dong. Tach, note-taker. 

The meeting consisted of a talk by Pham Van Dong speaking from notes. Aubrac reported that the talk went something like this: "Dear. fri~nds. Our conversation yesterday was very useful. If you want to understand . the problem in Vietnam, I advise you to read the book by Morris west called The Ambassador. ,LNeither Aubrac 
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nor Marcovich. kne\., of the existence of this book..! We 
are facing a problem which is at the same time very' 
simple, very complex and of great importance for the 
world. It is simple because it concerns th~ freedom 
of a people.. It is complex because many considerations 
are involve'd. It is of great importance because it has 
involved so many peoples. We have come to the opinion . 
that the U.S. government is t~ing to solve the problem 
within its present limits. LAubrac and Marcovich took 
this to mean that Pham Van Dong was convinced that the 
U.S. was not in Vietnam as a prelude to an attack on 
China;7 We also think that the U.S. government is trying 
to get a clear picture of the present position. Our 
view is this: U.S. power is enormous and the U.S. 
government wants to win the war. President Johnson is 
suffering from a pain and this pain is called South 
Vietnam. t'le agree that the situation on the battlefield 
is decisive; the game is being played in Sou~h Vietnam. 
From the newspapers we see that some people want to confine 
the war to the South. Hm.,ever, the White House and 
Pentagon see:n determined to continue the .. Tar against the 
North. Therefore we'think that attacks on the North are 
likely ·to increase. t'le have made provisions for attacks 
on our dikes; we are ready·to accept war on our soil; 
Our military potential is gro\.,ing. because of aid from 
the USSR and other Socialist countries. LAubrac and 
Marcovich pointed out that this was the only time a 
Communist· country was mentioned by name in the t\-TO 
conversations extending over five hours. Aubrac and 
Marcovich also felt that Pham Van Dong wai3 eager to . 
give the impression that the situation was under control~ 

As for the situation on the battlef:ield, it is 
improving all the time. The dry season w.as good and the 
wet season will be better. The Marines are in difficulty. 
The United States is forced to replace iti3 well-trained . 
troops by ever-younger soldiers. We fight only when we 
choose; we economize on our resources; we fight only for 
political"purposes. 

For example. news from Saigon suggests that Ky 
.1s considering moving his capital because it 1s no longer 
safe. This is true. We could easily step up our actions 
inside the ci1;.y.. But we take only those actions which 
have political meaning and which economiz~! human lives • 
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"Now I shall talk to you about negotiations and 
solutions. We have been fighting for our independence 
for four thousand years. We have defeat~ed the Mongols 
three times,. The Unit.ed States Army, strong as it is, 
is not as t'errifying as Genghis Khan. We fight to have 
peace at home; we have. no wider aims. We have made 
clear our position in our four pOints and in the interview 
of January 28, 1967. LPham Van Dong did not explain 
what this interview was; Aubrac and Marcovich did not 
know, nor do I~ We are ready to talk at any time 
provided that actions against the North are unconditionally 
ended. I want to repeat wha·t r said yesterday: we are 
willing to settle for a de facto stoppage." ~Iarcovich 
interrupted. to ask whether he correctly understood that 
no public acknO\~ledgment of an end of bombing was needed. 
Pham Van Dong replied that he would prefer a public 
statement, b,.:tt would settle for a de facto cassation. 
LTIiere \~as disagreement between Aubrac and Harcovich . 
about the meaning of de facto cessation. Aubrac thought 
that a bombing pause could be follo\~ed within a few days 
by an invitation to· negotiate; r'Iarcovich was of the view 
that Ha~oi_might want a more formal--though secret--. 
assurance~ , 

Pham Van Dong resumed. "Eri'ding the war for us 
has two meanings: 1) An end of bOrt'bing which is 
permanent· and unconditional; 2) A withdraw::!l of United 
States forces. We like the formula of President de Gaulle." 
Marcovich interrupted to say that it was not realistic. 
Pham Van Dong agreed and said that he realized that some 
U.S. troops would have to stay until the end of the 
process of political settlement. He added: "We do not 
want to humiliate the U.S. Lenin did not like war but 
fought when necessary. As Lenin we are Communists." 

"Now let me speak of U.S. policy and the NLF. We 
should have had unification in 1956. The period 1956-59 
was a political fight. It saw the mutual assistance . 
pact between the U.S. and Saigon and the introduction 
of U.S. staffs. This led to the formation of the NLF. 
The second period, 1960-64, saw a disintegration of the 
U.S. position to which the U.S. responded by 'sEecial' 
war. fj. suppose he meant "special forces" war~ In 
1965. the United States started a 'limited' war which 
lasts until today. At the same time the NLF has expanded 
'its activities from the country into the cities and from 
ins ide Vietnam to the outs ide. Our pos i·tion is: North 
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Vietnam is socialist and wants to remain so. As for the South, our goals are national independence,'democracy peace and neutrality. Some people think we want to ' impose Soci'alism on the South. We are convinced that the NLF will not make such' an error. The NLF envisages a . broad coalition government, including all significant groups and religions without consideratIOn of past activities including members du ouvernement fantoche et cadres d'arm~e fantoche. He repeated the underlined words~ The essential thing is to forgat the past. 

"As for unification, we recognize t:hat the important first step Is a political settlement of the South. We agree not to push things to~,ard unification. Once the war in the South is settled, we shall discuss \'lith the South and find the best means. Our people are magnificent. 
"Peace would have been easy for the U. S. three years ago. But with,every year the polil:ical situation worsens. We do not like secret negotiations, but we recognize their necessity in this situation. As long as the issues do not concern South Vietnam, the NLF need not participate. However, ~le do not believe that the United States is read¥ for a settlement." Then turning to Aubra-c he asked: "Que veulent les Americains?" 

Aubrac answered that he had been convinced by me that the U.S. wanted an honorable settlement and that an end to bombing could be envisaged provided it was not used as a breathing space to step up the war in the South. This led to a discussion of the meaning of the term reinforcement. Pham Van Dong again stressed that an end of bombing would lead to negotiations. Marcovich said that if negotiations go on any length of time, the problem of reinforcement is serious. Pham Van Dong replied: "If the Americans stop bombing and we understand that they are willing to talk there is no question of delay." 
Pham Van Dong then told Aubrac and Marcovich that they could communicate with him through Bo or Sung in paris~ Aubrac and Marcovich said that they would inform 

h~ of the U.S. reaction. 
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