
,------_._-._--,-_._---------

Si'd;-ET EXD1S 

Tuesda.y, August 22, 1967 

MEMORANDUM FOR THE PRESIDENT 

b:the atta~ed.·c.able BurJ<.er ha:s,Jiveli:u~;l:ii~~currellt 
assessI:r1entol tiie""electlo:::: outcome. HH,' guess estunate. now, 
'as compared with a:mtlllth' alia is as'·Jollawa: 

EBtimate .. ofAuE';~t 22 

Thieu-Ky 
Huong 
Suu 
Ha T1~~c Ky 
Truong Dinh D:tu 
Others 

1,800,000 
1,000,000 

875,000 
225,000 
200,000 
330,000 

~te'of 1111y29 

Z;275~000 
1.400,000 

590,000 
50;000 

185,000 

I:::: terms of pe:-«ent of th" vote, his e~tima.te is: 

PRESeRVATION COPY 

Thie'-l-Ky 
Huong 
Sut! 
E3. Thuc Kv 
Others 

35-45 
25-30 

20 
8 

10-15 

w ~ W. Rostow 
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SECRoE'f i:XDIS, 
Tuesday, August 22, 1967 

TEXT OF CABLE FROM SAIGON (3721) 

SUBJECT: Guess Estimate - Election Results 

DECLASSIFIED 
11.0. 12356, Sec. 3.4 
NI:.} -'14 -02 'If 

By (~ ,NARA, Date /;l.-J5-9'/ 

We have calculated the probable outcome of the Presi­
dential election in several ways in :recent weeks and tried to recon­
cile the varying estimates which resulted. 

There is, of course, no reliable way of estimating the 
relative importance of such influences on the voters as regional 
preferences, desire for continued stability, anti-military feeling, 
and the belief that the way to avoid future trouble with the authorities 
is to vote for Thieu-Ky. 

Thus, our guesstimate of the election results is still 
based as much on intuition as on fac:t, and we could well be very wide 
of the mark indeed. 

Our first assessment forwarded by letter to Habib July 29 
was based essentially on the size and estimated cohesiveness of 
various political, religious, and ethnic groupings such as the VNQDD, 
Dai Viet, Cao Dai, Hoa Hao, Catholics, Buddhists, labor organizations, 
Montagnards, Khmers, Chinese, etc. More recently we have also 
focused on the size and activity of. campaign organizations and their _ 
apparent effectiveness as judged by our provincial reporter. 

Our initial assessment, now nearly a month old, gave 

Thieu-Ky 
Huong 
Suu 
Ha Thuc Ky 
The Minor Candidate 

2,275,000 votes 
1,405,000 votes 

590, 000 votes 
225,000 votes 
185,000 votes 

(We assume that the voter turnout will be about the same as that for 
the September 1966 elections for the Constituent Assembly, 1. e. , 
about 80 percent of the registered voters. This means the total vote 
will be about 4.7 million out of a total of about 5.8 million registered 
voters. ) 

A more recent estimate, based very largely on the im­
pressions of our provincial reporters, is that Thieu-Ky will poll in 
the neighborhood of 1. 8 million; Huong something just over one million; 
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Suu about 875,000; Ha ·Thuc Ky, 50,000; Truong Dinh Dzu just over 
200,000; and the other candidates about 330,000. 

Thieu-Ky are the front runners, withoqt flerious question, 
at least so long as both Suu and Huong remain in the I·ace. If the 
election is honest and both Suu and Huong stay in the :running, we now 
estimate that Thieu-Ky will get between 35 and 45 pex'cent of the vote. 
Huong probably will be in second place, though Suu se,ems to be 
stronger now than he was at the beginning of the campaign. We are 
inclined to give Huong between 25 and 30 percent of the vote. As 
matters now stand, we think Suu may draw about 20 percent of the 
vote, though he could do substantially better. Ha Thll.c Ky might draw 
8 percent and the minor candidates somewhere between 10 and 15 percent. 

Recent developments in the campaign suggest that Truong 
Dinh Dzu is probably the strongest of the minor candidates. He is very 
articulate and seems to be effective with crowds; he has probably ex­
ploited the "peace issue" with more success than any other candidate. 
He also seems to have enough money to back his campaign efforts, 
and he enjoys the support of the Tam Dai Viet group which is turning 
out to be more widespread and effective than we had previously believed 
to be the case. We are therefore inclined to rate Dzu as the leading 
minor candidate. 

Bunker 
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