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State De~artment experts con~lude that 
there is ::. . thing in. :the Tass s-c<.:t·ein,,:it 
on recent US bombing in the Hanoi area 
t.o··-·snggest· t.~,,;}t .:~~_ ,":. lC<i0S t raid3 ,.If',~rvo-~ 
led :.':·OSC01:'1 to ;:-::':;;:~.? !.ts- '"r)olici'sS"~ori3 
'ViClt:-'8.!lJ..:'or to increase materially its 
aid to Hanoi. 
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Sllbject; TASS !s.su.es StateMentfor:theRecord:on~ecent:-l1S 8 ..... 1>,1\; ;1\ HaAOL Ib:ea,' 

The TASS statement of August 23 protesting US bombing on 

A~6ust 22 in the Hanoi area fits into a pattern of periodic 

Soviet statements on this subject. The level of Soviet 

response in this case. in fact. is somew!tat less ~lan on the 

occasions of Soviet government statements of JUne 30, 1966 
al1d Decem~er lS} 1966 protesting US bombing of these areas. 

In issuing each of these statements the major Soviet intention 

is to remain in step with the DRV in protestir.5 US attacks 

and to render full verbal support to an ally under attack. 

The timi~'lg of this particular statement is possibly related' 

not only to stepped-up activity over the DRV but also to the 

decision to table the NPT in Geneva tomorrow. 

t!:e-latest raids' have' induced .. Moscow to revise its'poaci~s 
Oil Viet"a..ll or·to increase 'materially its aid to Hanoi. The 

sta:tenl.ellt concludes with tlle assertion that every new US 

s tap "inevitably leads to the necessary answering steps. fI 

This f9_~ula-'has par'1odically~.:app-ea::ed in Soviej;-stafement;'S~ 
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. dnae Kosygin asserted on July l7. 1965 that new US actions 

would be met with increased support for the DRV. since ".:f.n 

politics as in physics, for every action there is a 

correspollding reaction." 
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