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Monday, August 14, 1967 
'i 1'11, 

MEMORANDUM FOR THE PRESIDEN'l~ 

SUBJECT: Letters to Viet-Nam Troop Contributors 

Attached are the drafta of letters to the heads of government of our 
allies in Viet-Nam (Australia, Korea. New Zealand, PhUippines, Thailand, 
Viet-Nam). They are written to follmv' up the Clifford-Taylor Mission. 

Secretary Rusk has approved. Clifford and Taylor were both con­
sulted, and the letters contain tbeir sUlgestions. 

Tbe letters raise the question of a summit meeting and express your 
preference for late November. This tllkes into cOlllSideration: 

-- Viet-Nam's Houee election on October ZZ; planned installation of 
new government on November 1; 

-:-- Philippine senatorial election on November 14; 

-- Visit of Laos Crown Prince here Oil November 9 and Prime 
Minister Sato DIl November 13-14; 

-- Soviet's 50th anniversary on November 6-7 (a coincidence between 
this and a summit has disadvantages): 

-- Australian partial Senate elections in early December. 

You should know that Thien and Ky have suggested a meeting of 
foreign ministers in Saigon in early October. This could lay the groundwork 
for a summit. 

w. W. Rostow 

Atts. 

Letters approved ____ _ 

Disapproved 

See me 

SEeRS'!' 
COPY lBJ LlilRAtiY 
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..... t 14. 1967 

D,.r H ... oldl 

1 upr ... my .ppr.claUOIl fo .. the coun. ...... xt ..... to my 
,ml ... d ... Mr. CUffol'd aad OellAtral 'faJ'lor. ria.,. haYe 
b,en mOlt compllmelltny ia thetJo c ......... tile r ... ptIOil 
,Ivell th.m by you aad you coll,.pe" I am JdaWy , ... tlfl,d 
at the fraak aDd fo1'thll'ipt dt.cu •• iOlll 1IIaat took plac.. aJld 
am eo1lfld.nt that th.y ha.,. coatdbuted to a. eYeD cl ... 1' 
relaUon.hip aDd tmd.r.t&lldm. Detw •• ll ..... two c..-tri ••• 

lllOW hay. YOUI' 1.., aDd thoughtfIU 1.tter. dellYe .... to me 
on Aup.t 3, ,ivm, your ... fl.ction. .. tile 'ri.lt aU da. 
l •• u •• di.cu ••• d. 

1 fully .ppreciat. the poiJlU you ha ... m .... aDd the YeJ'lou. 
faetora that you aad your Cabm.t will ltaYe to take lato 
accOUllt ia ardvm, at a decl.l-. I puttcn:a1a .. ly welcome 
your Itat.me. that you will be &DDowacm, .. A ..... IS aa 
1 a per c •• lacreu. la •• f ..... xpead ...... ftor dIU h.-cial 
y •• r. N. cOiltlau •• the COIl.tl'UCt!Ye bead tow ... p.ater 
reepoll.ibUtty of the 1 •• t lour year •• 

Au.trall.'. performaDC. m lor.t,_ aH .... la the auocaU_ 
ot retourc •• to d,v.lopment eo1ltiau. to can for WI' "mU­
atiOil. Your r.e •• d.ci81Oll eo liv, 150.000 tOIl. 01. wh.at to 
lDclia la • parUcu1 ... 1y helpIuJ. aad timely act of l'''pOIlIibl. 
gellero.ity. 

With the full r.all.an_ ot the compl.xWe. of J'OUI' probl.m. 
I do return to the hope that you a1lCI J'OUI' Cab_e c. make an 
•• rly d.et.IOll to .1Jld • two-battallOO combat team. My 
.millari •• have reported _ the di.cu •• t __ which you had 
a. to 'pecilie mer ••••• m your lol'c". Ny hope 18 that you 
will make the maximum .ltort la tid. ",a1'4, a1lCI that ,OU 
will be .bl. to make an &rII1OUDC.m,llt all .... ay ...... M •• 

---------------_._- --------_.-_._-,.-.---
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May I puticu1al'1y point out 'c:tmlt •• the tlmfa, ladon at till. 

aad? A. you 1m...,. 1 have a..... put be ... the CoDt ..... , .. opo .. t. 

fOlr a majol' tax ian •••• alld at the .ame time ha •• aaaOlUUl.eI 

0111' dect.loa to 1'.1 •• our OWD. fol'c" ia Yht .. Nam by 41.000 men. 

la the aeM 3 -4 wa.k •• the tax pl'opo.1I1 will be fa it. moat cl'itlc:al 

pha •• In the Coac...... aa4 1 wUl o.da!Dly be p ........... II •• to 

the pI_. that ether ulloa ... y have to ... to t1aell' , ...... la 

Viet-Nam •• loa,.tela tbe 65. OOO-maa fttc ..... eaaGll1llC •• by the 

South Vi.tnam ... tbem •• l.a. aa4 GUll' .... el •• taia. I 'imply 

c.~ --lIal'.ta the favo..ula alfect It wGlllet ha., ..... U we 

were able to taU the Coa,l'a" wlthlll the h. math tIaI: yO\U' 

Ooval' __ t had l' •• ched a flI'm d.ol.tce alO1ll tlta u... 1 ha.,e 

""e.tad ab.,.,e. 

A. to the impact of the B"itiab electal"l e_c .... ' S .... , .... 

and Malay.la. TOIl aU 1 ha.,. .hal'ael Old' ........ tUlly .. thi • 

• ubject. &act 1 .. Iall .. that TOIl wUl b. I.- .. ceatel' 01 die ••• ion. 

oa lUI ...... raa,ameat. tIla& may be .......... ..,. .. the .... few 

y ..... to pick up tile alacIk tltat a .. w. HftctIeu ........... 1 

withdrawal at: a latar time, may l.afto 1 "au.. ilia, ,.. "c. 

,eaera! q_.ll ... oIlI1locatlOll aU "OI'o_.aU_ .. ri .... '1'0lIl 

w •• lblatl .... but 1 wGllld hope that .... poW ....... .. 

attect a 4.ci.loa of the ... 1. I ha.,. .......... -,.ft. 1 .... 

hardly pomt out that the MalayalalS""""" d.feu. ",.ltnn, 

a. it may exi., by 1910 _ theuattu .... Ul be fttaUyalfectel 

by whether wa ha.,. I\\CCII .... Sa .~ .. " •• nbl. fIIIlUom. 

ill Viet-Ham. 

YOUI' lettal' .~. 0IlCa ... that ,.. aN tIWlJidD. tile pnblem 

throup ,. tile full .. t, ... 1 am IIV. va will ..... h ..... bUc-

ll.e aad n'pOII.tWa d.cl.i ..... YGI1 '*'" &1_y. d .. III tile 

pa.t. 1 do oaly tUI,. that yw tackl. the pnblem •••• pW1y •• 

pouf.bla la our C.mrlOil lataraat &ad ...... ,. to keep th. pl'8UUlI'e 

OIl ill Viet-Nam at tbla cl'itlca1 time. 

A. to th. ethe .. matte ... ,... meatl-. I .. d.,. ..... 6&t ..... 

McMahoa'. r.pr .... taU.,.. haft'" fl'tdtltd mnttac. wi. 
WI' Tr .... ary people. aa4 .... wlU •• aU _ ... to ..... h aD 

early .... w.r CD till. 4UflcUt Pl'oblom. My .poCllal ....... to 

COpy lBJ Ufl RA'i{ Y 
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you for you word of 'JIIl,.tby OIl OUI' ....... I'UIal Tlo1eac. 
problem, a. w.U a. your kbId won. eo the "o •••• tall ...... 
TId. ba. beeD a time of .adDe •• IIGCI .... r.1'Il lD JIUIly I' •• pect •• 
but I Deed hardly a .. ur. you that ou r •• olft to .. 'orward lD 
Vi.t-Nam IIGCI iD Soutba .. t A.la will aot lte aft •• 4. 

Finally. Meun. CIUfon IIGCI Taylo&' at COUI" ..... cuae4 with 
you. the que.tiOil of •• ummit meetlDi .ome ... W. fall. a 
matter which you aDd 1 ha .... lODe OftI' fI·eq\lIllltly. fte _ ••• D­

.u. they fOW'ld ill aU capital. wa. ill the db •• doa of a meetllli. 
arran •• ct at A.laD IDItiativ. aDd III &Il AalaD .aUlD,. at .om. 
time after the South Vietnam •• e elec:ti •• haft hen held IIGCI 
the DeW .o .... J'Ilm.nt hal lteea created. 

I waat to a.k you fraJLkly what your own !timID. £&.to&'l ar. with 
re.pect to po .. lble date. 'rom late Octe1ber .... 1'4. Wttbla 
the pa.t week. the A ••• mWy .l.ctloal .. Snth Vlet-Nam haTe 
beeD mewed from October 11 to October ZI, ... the DeW ,O'HJ'11-
meDt will probably ha .... iDaupratiOll .a1l'ellDellltl. _ November 1. 
Thi •• eem. to make it mOlt cloubttuJ. that .... ewlll ha .... a ueM 
.ummit b'efore Nov.mber at the e.rU.,t. Nar ... ha. el.cUoa. 
aD Nov.mber 14, and at the .ame time we hay. a lOlll-pla_ed 
and bnportaDt ... bit by Prime Miat.ter Sato of Japan. 

I therefore leaD to the latter half of Nemtmba". hom your 
.tandpoint. I particularly wonder whether y_ wUl be affected 
by your .eDatorial electioa., wblch I UIlIleretaad come ill ... l'1y 
December. AI'. there da' .. that would 1M 110 .... 01' 1 ... COB­

veaieDt. 0&' .vea bnpo .. l1:tle. for you "'om the .taadpoiDt of 
th •• e dome.tlc £acton? 

With my warm resal'da. aDd a.ain my thaak. for your full and 
frank letter. 

The II iaht HODorable 
Harold Edwa:rd Holt 
Prime MiIlist." of Australia 
Canber"a 

LBJ:W JJ:pas 8/14/67 

Since"el", 

1:;+r~P:~ 
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D.u Mr. P%tm. MiDi.ter: 

1 .spr ••• my .ppr.clatiOll lor the CINrie .... esteM.cI to my 
.miaaari •• , MI'. CUft'Ol'd and Geural T'rlol'. They haft 
beea m~t complimentary iD th.ir comme ... OIl the l'.ceptiOll 
,iven them by YIN and your coil...... I am lalply 'l'aWi.d 
at the fraDk and forthrtcht dl.CWI.I01l1 that took pl.c., .M 
am coDf'id.nt that th.y have cOIltribatecl to ... ftn cl0 •• r 1'.1.­
dOIl.hip .Dd ud'l'.tallcliq betw ... IN:II two CIGWltd ••• 

1 bow that YIN .. d your colle.pe. haft •• llli'riDI ul'.ful 
and r •• pOIl.ibl. thousht to the qu •• tloa of Iacl'ea'iIl& yCNI' 
forc •• In SeNth Vi.t-N.m. III the1l' Yiaite, Jo4e •• H. ClWord 
aDd T'ylor found "I' •• m.at In the ball.f .... · thia 11 a critical 
tim. aDd that it I .... ential to s.lata. the .~ of INr 
mWtll'y.flone •• " •••• w •• eal'ch •• .,. lol"ome .... iD 
Haaol of • wU11ap ... to mOft towm p..... l1Mlleve 
.tl'OIl,ly that It would have a 'I'.at .a. .. la Haul 11 It .cam. 
cl •• r that all of •• , within INI' capabmu... w ... pnpal'eA to 
Inu •••• CNI' .ffone at thia tim.. .... 1ft ... VI of CCNI'" noted 
the iDel"'" of 65, 000 In South Vtetaaar .... fon ...... CNI' 0WIl 

aDJIouac.melit of .. iDel' .... of 45, 000 ... . 

Of ev.D 'I' •• ter impOl'taac'. 11 the .a. .. that .. IMl'ea .. of 
forc •• OD the p.rt of CNI' alli •• wU1 haft _ .... -.bUlly to 
maintain and .xpaacl the cOlltrilNtlea ttaaI .... c.....,. ill mak-
m,. A. Me .. H. Clifford and TaylOl' lIIaIonId. .,. la adYa.ac., 
1 have DOW I'.qu .. ted .. lac ...... Ia lalU. ill .. fOI'm of. teD 

pel' c.at IUl't_ which i. mad. DeC •••• ., '" 0lIl' .xpanclm, 
COlt. fA Vi.t·Nan. 

Let m ... y to you. quite fl'ukly. dial .. u"'" of the COD-
,1"" and the .ttitad. of CNI' people _ tIWI ..... 1_ wU1 • 
lDf'lueIlC.d to • ,re.t .... t by the ... illGII .... ,... aacl CNI' 

oth.r allf .. make In iDn,ulna YINI' ,.... .. . 

. My emi ••• d •• he". I'eporied OD the ~Il.na.loa. wlatch .,. had 
•• to .peciflc iDer ••••• In yINI' fOl'c.... Ny 1t.ope .. that .,. 
wUl make the maxirmun effort ill thlI "....... ... that ,- will 
be able to make .. aDJIOWlCement a •• peeAl1y •• poe.Me. 

COpy LBJ LHlRA!iV 
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In •••• ac.. I full, aha ... the ..... that .,. ........ 111 member. 
of yeuI' Clov.mm,lIIt ..,r ...... te Me.R.. elm_ aM 'rayle. 
aa. the abao1ute .. a ... ity of ~ .... lrdauu,taa aU 
forma of mUltal')' &CUea both la Sw.tb VId-Nut. ..... alaat 
Nonh Viet.Nam it.tIl,. W. are cOldbMlllat to..,a. .... aU til. 
aatlone witJdn au. poweS'. &ad wUlaet ••• , .... to tab thoee 
that p.omitIe a clear IUlt mUltal')' a ....... . 

M .. ara. CIUfo.cl aad Taylo .. ha". al •• ,lftll .... "'we of 
YOIl:r ExceUeacy a.)"OIU' coll_pe. a ... the ,...!bUtty of a 
awmnit conf8l'eace. aad the ... dou_ matte" ..... hwld be 
eli.cu ... d thAt.... In aU theb ... U., ..,. ............. favorable 
:raacti.e to a\tell • conf.r.ac •• t lome ttm. ea.. the oOQClui01l 
of the South Vtetrwne •• el.ctt01l8 aU .. iut&Ua** 01 a BeW 
lovamme.t. aDd the.a appeaJr8 al.o to 1M ......... p •• meld •• 
which we eert.a.la1y .ha:re -- that a .. w ...... mit • __ HOc •• boWel 
be coawaed .. IUl A.i .. initi.U.,e aad at .. app."t. A,1an 
locatiOQ. My owa .. mati". thoqW_ ....... nil to the di .. ection 
of late Nov.mb.... u.. I w_Id be .rataM for ...,. ~a 7-
may haw on tlmla.. In..,. , .. at. I tJdlaJk ... 0011114 aU be la 
clo •• tCNch with each oth.:r aho:rtly aitell' til. S 2 Ib VhtDam ... 
Pre,id.atial 'lact1otd la,ady Se,.em ... , which could," IUl 
{mm'Daely lmportaJlt ... ·.nt _1: oat, ill the p ......... of the war 
'but ill c:re.tiDg thAt caltton. for p .... r atahtlity u.d ..... 1' ••• 

ill South Viet-Nam. 

I am moat ,rat,ful fol' .11 the COIll'te.lelt that ,au. Oovenun.l1t 
extended to M'''l'a. Clifford aad Tayloll' •• ad the oppoftWlity 
for aucl:!. a Cull u.d fraak ellacu88i_ ••• ma to ... mel •• ble. 

With my hiah I'upeete, 

Hia Excellency 
ltleld Marahal Tluu10m Kitttkachon 
Prime Minister 
Government HOIl •• 
Bangkok 

LBJ:WJJ: State:pas 8/14/67 
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A ..... l ... 1967 

D.ar Gen.ral Thieul 

Clark Clifford and O .... lIal Taylor haw ""m" me of their 

'Il •• fIll di.cu .. 1OD' with you aDd your cGll .............. thei:r 

:recent .,.,alt to Vt.et-Nam. They hay. al •• Wumeci me of the 

COIlTU.atiODl they have hact with ou:r ..... .w.. ill TJaallaDd. 

Au.tulla. New Zealancl and ~e... A. you bow ..., _n 

unable to mit the Philippine. at thi. ttm.. I am wl'ltlq you 

now to .ha:re with yO\1l the tnfOnnatlOll t1t.q .......... eqIat 'back 

and to let you ha .... my '\lI,"tt.ou. OIl ~ cou:r ••• of event •• 

M:r. Clifford and Genual TayloZ' :repofttcltllat the 1ea4u. of 

lach ot the couatde. they vi.ited I'emala utted fa "'1' 4ete1'­

minatiOD to Foceed with the _11 la Swtb Viet-Nun fa .. 

vigol'ou' a wey a. pOlilble. The 1.ach." Wl.ve that the 

PI'I"UI'I alainlt Hanoi ad the Vi.t COllI _at be malntalaed 

ancl incl'ea.eel. ..ct they all al:rleel la pItlaclple ... aclclWonaJ 

coutrtblltlOll. from all countrie. will 'ba u"" to '0" .. a 

.UCCI .. ltd end to the Will'. N. '~CUlCl 1 ... lem ... w.:r. 

made, but the alli.d utiODl all a' .... to ....... U'leat1y 

and moat .ympathetleally the adc1itiaul ..... that ..,. would 

be able to take to a .. ilt youI' ,OTeS'D1Zl4lat aM ,..e to def.at 

the co~t .. ,,1'1"01'1. The decl.l_ of the South Viet. 

Dam ... Govenunent to lacl'la •• ttl anucl fel'c., br 65,000 

men owa. pa:rttculal'ly heallt ...... to tIut.lb 

I have n~ }'I:re.ellted to the COD,n .. my popoaal Iv lm}'Io.in. 

a .unD of 10'. OIl the Amll'lcan ,.." to help 'ID' •• the 

war in Vlet-Nam. WI hav, al •• t.DIIGUIUI •• all aclcUtt ... al 

45,000 troop. tor commitment to the Opt la SOGth Viet-Nam. 

The I'e.pou .. of. OlD' A.lan .nie. in tJdil atJoutII. will be of. 

Ir.at lmpon..ce to me bl ~r.uadin. tile C ............ the 

American people thet the •• adclltional .,uriOe.' an part of 

the commOD eUon to det.at allr ...... 

M ... :r.. Clifford and Taylor alao 411 ....... eel with the leadera of 

QUI' alli •• the d •• ira'bUlty of another ~ confnence. All 

---,,,-

COpy lBJ LI!lRA'Ii.Y 
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alreed that .. other c08ferRC. befol' ....... of W • .,..1' ie 

deeil'able. but.felt that a 'peclfl.c d.ell __ the timlDt &ad Itte 

.hould await the coutu. lora 01 the Smpol't.aat .lecUora. to be held 

1a South Viet.Nam. 

In this l'e,&I'd my amf •• art .. found 1a ellch cOllllhly Il'eat latere.t 

1a the fOl'theomiDt elect10u 1a you ceuutl7'. The lealSer. of our 

alll .. w." .Rlm"" 1a theb beUef tbat a 1III'CNUIly .. ep .... a.tatsve 

loYerameat cho ••• with wi" puUclpatioa by the South Vletume Ie 

people Ia he. aacl fail' elactlO8' wtU haft _elmaW • ..-alu. Ia 

incl'easiDj support for BouCh Vl.t-Nam am .. the people Ia the 

allied cO'\2Qtl'le. a. well a. thl'OIllhout the "01'14. 1.UIt you to 

)mow that nch e1ecttou wtU be of trem __ • tmponaace to me 

also ia maiatalaSat au lacl'aa.ia. nppM't am., the Amed.a 

people ad ia the COIlII'." for tacre •• " a."'''c ... fOIll' 

couatry in ita ..-allmt .t:rUllle. 

I wiah to upl'a •• my appl'aciatlft fol' tile eOUJlta.' .. __ ded to 

my emU"l'le., Mi'. ClUfOl'd qd OiDMnl T.ylor. TIley :ba.,e 

beea mnt •• mp'Um.eata,., ta thell' e .............. l'8.eptiaa 

l1 .... a them by J'OU ud YOUI' coil....... 1 am wply .... Wled at 

the bmk lad fonhrilht ,,u.cu.*-1 .. that ... plac.. us4 am CUl· 

Itde.t that they ha_ coatl'llNte4 to a ..,.. doIIe .. I'.aatlollilalp 

md wutulltalldlat bet ... ea OU. two ...... le •• 

I hope the vi ... 1a thie latta. are u.'" to yeN ... you:r eol­

laape. ud I would be Fad to .. e •• lft .,... vlewI allOI.tt aay of 

the matte:r. cU.eeu •• ed. 

With b •• t l'e,&1"4. to YOlll' •• 1I qd J'O'U' .......... u4 ia cCllltiauing 

admil'atioa of the bu., ... ., of YrNl' people, I am 

Lie\lteu.at a..eral Npywa Va TJaleu 
Chatl'mR of the National lAaclu.htp 

Committe. 01 the COllI" •• ' of the 
Al'med I'orce. 

Republic of Vlet-Nam 
Saia08 

LBJ:WJJ:State:pas 8/14/67 

-_._-_._-----------
-------------, .. ,---,---r' ___ C_OP_Y_lB_J_L_I~_R_A'_I{Y_\ 



August 14, 1967 

.Dear Mr. Prime MiDi.te .. : 

I expr ••• my app ... clatioaIOl' the COIU'te .... exteAUcl to 
my.mi ......... MI'. CW'IOI'ci uad. Oeaoru Taylor. TIMy 
have 'beea motIt compUm.Dtuy Sa .. commea&a ...... 
... cepUOIl "veil them by yOll aDd yoN c:oUea .. a. I am 
highly ,ratified at .... Il'aak aDd fOl'tlariaIW dbca.-' daM 
took plac.. IU\Cl am coafl4eAt thaC they ltav. cOlltl'l1:Nted to 
aD evea clo"1' nWlOIl,h1p &rlcl1&Dlle".' .... !RI "tweeD OIlS' 
two cOURtl'ie,. 

llmow that 1"01& aDd your CetUM", ilia .... beeR airiDa careful 
Pel .... pouible tJaouaht to the qu.ttoa 01 blel' .... iDa ,MI' 
fol'c" Sa South Viet.Nam. Ill .... '" Ybita. We ...... CUlford 
aD.d Taylor fftRl1 ap.em .. Sa the bell., that ... b .. 
critical time aDd that it b ."otlal &0 m.Wa'. tile "'\OD\8IItum 
01 our miUt.e1'y .florta. evell" we ... ~b alway. fel' .om. 
alp ill. HaRoI. 01 a ..miD ...... to move "'&I'd peace. 1 be­
liev •• UODpy that It wCNlcl have a put effect ill. KaRol if 
it became clear that all of a. wltblR oar c • .,....Wtie.. wer' 
prepa ... d to iIl.CJ' .... OIlS' dort. at tIab time. pel JOG bev. 
01 COl&l'" noted the bIe ..... , of 65,000 in SOlIdl Vietname •• 
force. aM 0111' own lIDJI01IDCemeDt of all _I'e.,. of 45. 000 
m.n. 

Of .ven peateI' impol'taac •• b the diad that aD bier .... 01 
10I'e" on th, part of 01U" alUe. wID _" OD our ~ty to 
malntaip and expaad th, cODtrilNtlOll tbat this cCNDtI'y 1a 
maldPg. A, M....... CUflol'd pel T.ylol' bJ.form.d you ill. 
advaDCe. I beve DOW "'qu"ted aD _ ...... , ill. taxes In the 
form of a ten pel' c.at ,utaz wbleb 1a ma., aec •• 1I&1'J' by 
our expa",!lD, co.ta in Viet-Ham. 

Let me .ay to ycm. quite frankly. that the actiOll of the 
CODg .. e" Pel &be .ttitude of 01U" people oa this ClU8atiOD wU1 
be iDflueaced to a , ..... t exterU by the deci,loa that you aD.d 
0111' othe .. alli., make ill. bleZ' ... iIl., yO\&I' tol'c'" 

DllCtASSmIID 
11.0. 12356, Sec. 3.4 
NlJ q 'I: e 1.,- _ 

t'¥ .. ~ ,N.--\R,-\, Date , • .;\?;9 . .s 
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My eminari •• have reponed ...... c1S.cue.toaa wlakh you 
had aa to .paciflc 1De1' •• '.' ira y01ll' force.. Ny ..... Ie that ,.oa will make the nwdmam eaan fa W. re .......... that 
yoa will be abLa to make all &IID01JDCemeM ••• ~y •• po •• ibLa. 

A. to the que.tioa of a po •• ible ''P'Unl'ra •• tiIlao Me ...... Clifford aaci Taylor fCNaCl aU'hmaU". rtllaCU .. III aU capital. 
towal'd the po .. lbUky of IIUCh a me.dlal after &be So adl Viet-
Dame •• elec:tiou aDd ..... laat.n.u. 01 ... w IOftl'arne. 
there. Th .... al.o ... me to be a «onulll .... 'fiew. that .... 
m •• tlas .houlcl be at Aaiaa tJdtlatlv. eDIlla all appwopriate 
A.iaa •• &Uaa. My owa miD4 I'\IIIIJ III dae dlrectiOD 01 late 
Novembel'. aDd 1 •• 0000d be rno.* lDt;e1' •• te4 to haft JOUI' 
thouaht.. however teDt.Uv., • tim_, lac .... f .. ora yOlU" 
.taDdpola&. 

I would be mo.t ,rateful fOa' yotIS' view ••• you l'ef1ect OlD 
your di.c1II.ioaa with Me •• ra. CUlfwcl Ul4 Taylol' &lid OlD 
thiI wholly private leUer. 

The Rt. HOD. Keith Holyoab. C.H •• M.P. 
Prime Mkabter of New Zeal.nd 
WeUlaatOll 

LBJ:StateDept:Aug 14. 1967 :WJJorden:mm 
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DECtASSIFDID 
1.0. 1235(), Sec. 3.4 A ..... 1 •• 1967 
Nt) .9£- ¢ U-

By 'ip .N.4.RA.Dau:&·~".s-

Deu Mr. PH'Wut: 

I exp1I' ••• my apprtICl8U_ ,. .. cOVllM ......... d to 
myemisu.rie •• 141'. CUfloI'd aII4 a.-I'al .,..,.... "rMy 
11&". beea mINi compllrneotary ta ..... c ............ ... 
l'.e.pdoA pna tfaem ..,. yov. &all you c........ lemldafaly 
padfled &I tH fraU aDCl f ........ .............. ""* p&s.c •• 
&A4 am c..adeat ..... dwy un c~ to ....... ".1' 
rekit_.Mp ud __ raw ..... ' betw_ .. two • ...ute •• 

1 Jmow that yOQ aIIIi 1CIIU coII-. .... U, ....... at ..... cuetal 
aacl lI'8'pCllUlble Choa.aht to ...... tlGa e( 1M ....... )'OU 
fol'co, lD 30uab Viet-Ham.. Ia tlutk ........... n.. CUIIori 
usd '1.,101' foad all' •• rn.eat Sa .. NUef ..... tIda .... uiW:al 
d.me UId dud ........ d.1 t. m.t .... , ... ...... II e( Wi" 
mWiuy eftona • ." .. U ........ cll ... y. f ......... Sa 
Huol of a will ..... to me.-. ... an ,..... I M"e". .voaalY 
dl&t it woWd 11&_ a 1I' •• t eff.ct Sa •• 01. II it MeUM C ..... 
thai all of. v. wutala OU' ct,.bllld ... we ........... to ..... .. 
ou eftons &I dab ttm.. aDCl 'fC* ....... of e .......... Ia ... 
crea •• of 6S.000 Ia Soutll va..' ...... ltOl'''' ........... _Moue.-
m..- of all bier •••• af 45, 000 ...... 

Of ."on peateI' Impol'tallCo. Ie ... effect dlat all lacl'H" of. 
fol'c., on _ pal'i of CNJ' alIie. lriIlu". DO .... abU&iy to main· 
tala aDt1 expaad tt. CGDU ...... dlat tIda ceuUy .. maJdaa. Aa 
Me.IIII'S. Cliff.a aacl T .. y* 1af000mec1 ,. fa e4Yaac.. t._ 
110." 1'0q" ... d .. lacro .... Ia tax ••• Idae fonn eI. a tea ,.:r coat 
suru.x wh1c;1a U _U DlC."""" by ow, ..,.adlll, c •• te Ia Viet­
Nam. 

Lei mo .ay .. you. qal.te1:r&lll4r. 1bat ... acdoa of ... C .. .,.. •• 
and the attf,mde 01 ou p.qde OIl dab ... ttoa ..m ... .". •• " 
to a areat ext .. Dy the <Ltcial_ that " .. aad eMIr otller aUka 
make 1a blero.alai yOIII' le&'Co •• 

My ominutes II&w ... ported .. the cilUIcusloaa wblcll you 
bacl aft to .poeillc meruaes ia you fol'c." My Jsope ... that 
yOI& will make tho maximum effort 111 thl_ .. e,a:rd. aad that 

--~.-.--.-------~.-~---------.--.--... ---
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you .."W be ablo to mi. U .uaUDeemeat ...... .wy •• 
poselble. Amba •• &eJ.oso Porte .. baa .. full .. .u. ...... 
mate.n. aDd wO\Jld be bappy to discu.s t1lem widl yoe. III 
••• _ce. the, cOllfonn to the type ., c~~ you. aDd I 
disc:a ... d darla, my mit to Seoul last taU. ... the .. pantcular 
pl'opoub Hl1ect the be .. tlt of exptriuc .... UIII, ... coa-
dv.c:ted alaee that tlm4 Sa •• f.tu&Uoa dial _. daaapd .. maar 
respecta. If Y'OU' OovenmeDt w.". aWe to m .... Sa .... area., 
it ..,,0Qid Do of aab&teDtlal bnmedJaW help. althaap we .... !Due 
to hop. tU.t yoa wUI be ill a podtloa "' PUlIu tU taeatt.oa at 
addlt10raal combat 101'411 •• som.""laat lata .. Sa .. f&I1. 

Aa to the que.tid of a pes.Able aummUm .. uaa. loCaa.ra. 
ClWord aDd TayloJ' loud affinnatift I'MCdou Sa all capitll. 
toward the goa.lbJlSty t#. .acb. m •• tIac lifter tU , ..... VIet­
lIame •• alectiou ud the IIuf:a11aUoa at a ... ,OYlII'III'rutDt ther •.• 
There alao ••• ms to tile a COilJUnoa Yiew did such & ... -. 
IblNld be at AaIaa WtS.tIft uad .... appr.,l'Iate A .... uttla,. 
My 01lL'll mlad ruaa ill .... "cU_ 01 late N~. aIlIll 
lhoWd be mOlt latel' •• ted to Iaa ... ,ota:r .= .......... ..,. .. 
&elltative. oa Umia3 lactora trom ,0111' st.1lllldpoiDt. 

ht. dOlJa,. let m. I'.peat my deep tIt.oks 101' all daat W.I dOQa 
lor M ....... ClWord alld Taylor. w. mtllt ltay Ia Yel'y dose 
tov.c:b oa all .apoeb of the .t_doa. ... lroa !lOW at CGUl'I. 

have with yoa Amb •••• dor Porter, ""Iao bl' ..... de.p ftr.t-baDd 
bowled,., of our r.latloalblp. 

With my hip r •• ,.cta aM wum ... pru. 

Sme.rel,., 

/y~S~ 
Mla Exc:.U.DCY 
eh_SHea Pad: 
p ... st.de. of the alpw.bllc of Korea 
510111 

LBJ:State:V{JJorden:mm:8/14/67 
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