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Monday. August 14. 1967 
10:20 'l. m. 

MEMORANDUM FOR THE PRESIDENT 

Mr. President: 

I believe you wanted a draft of a 
speech which might be made in the Senate on 
the Vietnamese elections. 

The attached text should serve 
the purpose. 

William J. Jorden 

Attachment 

'- .;: 
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DRAFT SPEECH / 

SUBJECT: ElectiOl1s in Viet-Nam 

MR. PRESIDENT: 

The United States has a very great commitment in Viet-Nam. 

Our men are lightin, and dying so that small cOlUltry can b" 

safe from outllide attack. We are also pled,ed to help the people of Viet-

Nam develop their own political institutiOI18 in their own way. 

So it is not strange that ill recent days -- 1a this body and in , ,. 

our press -- a ,ood deal 01 attention should have been devoted to the 

electoral proce88 now underway in Viet-NalD • 

It is right that we should be interested. 

It is right' that we should lbe concerned. 

And it right that we should express our opinions. 

But ,iven all the circumstances, Mr. President, I think it 

is also our duty to il18ure that our comunents are ba.ed on lact and on 

reality. 

Responsible comment that wW help ellocoura,e the political 

process to move along democratic linell is 0118 thlna. 

And I have no doubt that some of the comments 1 have heard 

and read in the last week -- comments based on the filmsiest of evidence --

have been a source of some cheer to the men in Hanoi. 
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For if they thiDk there te a chaace that we mipt pullout 

of Viet-Nam because a comiDg election te not purer then any electioD iD 

this or other cOUDtries. theD surely they are ,oiDg to haq on just that 

muhh longer. 

It is obvious that most of the commeDts made here are based 

on newspaper reports from Saigon. ADd it is equally clear that many of 

those reports contain rumors. misquotations. and iD some case a uaive 

acceptance of this or that oppolitlon politician's statemeats as fact -­

rather than as electioneering. 

There is also. Mr. Preside.. a tendellCy to measure the 

fairness 'of the Vietnamese electoral proce •• by a .taDliard of perfection. 

It is a staDdard that does not preYaU. enD in the United States. Certainly 

it is a standard that cannot reasoDably be applied, especially iD a yOUDg 

nation in the mid.t of a war for it. survival. 

Mr. President. it took the United Stat .. thirteen year. 

from its revolution untU it created a constitutional ,OYerament. The 

Vietname.e elected a Constituent A ... Dlbly only last September. By 

March this year it had completed the _tlon's Dew constitution. and a 

thoroughly democratic document it ie. 

Now. only a few monthe aliter promulgation of the Constitu­

tion. the Vietnamese are about to •• lect their executive and legislative 

leaders. 

1 think that is progre88. 
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I t:hiDk that kiDd of IIchievement d •• erve. our cOllgratulatiOlls 

AIlel our good wiehes. 

Surely. It doe. not merit the killcl of .aide oommellt. AIld 

cynical descriptioD8 that .ome have bee. makill,. 

I know. Mr. Presidellt, that our GoverJUnellt -- from President 

JohnSOIl dowu -- have been stre •• ing folL' more than OIle year aDd a half the 

neces.ity for the Vietnam. lie to begin buUding democratic institutions. 

Our officials, here AIld in SaigOll, have repeatedly underlined tha necessity 

for the electoral process to be free aDd fair and open. 

Let me cite just a few of the thin,s that the Govel'JUnent in 

Viet-Nam has dOlle recenUy to insure that those ,oala are achieved. 

-- Cae of our colleaguea 1 •• t week atated that press censor­

ship was preventing a free political campalp. I Dote that press censorship 

of political statements wu lifted more than three weeks a,o. All one has 

to do i. check the Saigon preaa to aee that free reportm, exillts. 

-- General Vien, CommAllder in Chief of the Vietuamese 

Armed Forces, publicly stated that the Army would not have a candidate, 

that mUitary men would atay out of the electiOll. and that Armed Force. 

personnel should not electiOlleer and should vote as individ_la. A 

written directive to that effect haa gone ollt • 

• - The electiOll law provide a atiff peDalties for civil .ervAIlts 

who engage in election frauds AIld preaaura tactica. 
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-- The Chief of MUitary Security, Geaeral Loan, who has 

been blamed ill mlUlY rumors for election preslU1'es, waa removed from 

his mUitary post. He remaiaa a. Natioaal Police Chief, but 1 bave seea 

no evideace that he bas beea conductlaa: any campaipa in the countryside. 

-- The Governmeat hal plrovide4 aU candidate. with funds 

for the campalsD, as provided ia the election law. 

-- It has also agreed to provide tranlportaticm., to help 

arrange public meetings, and to insure the security of candidates -­

none of which i! required by the law. 

- - All calldidates he",e befta guaranteed free time OIl the 

goverumellt radio alld television. 1 aote that aU elevell prelideatial 

candidates appeared 011 TV in Saigou y.sterday -- alld four of them gave 

epeechee on radio. 

-- The Vietnamese Govermneat bas invited impartial 

observers to come and watch the electoral proce .. and torm their 0WIl 

judgment. Invitatioas went to the Ualt4ld Nations, to all govermnents 

baYing relations with the Republic of Vllet-Nam, aad to the world pnsa. 

Each of the individual complat1ltll that we have heard can 

be anewered -- have been answered for the most part -- with facts and 

with reason. 

1 would remind all my co11eapee here of cm.e inescapable 

fact -- that it was the present government in Saigon -- led by Generals 
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that firat launched thia promiaing movement toward representative 

government. It was Chief of State Thieu and Prime Minillter Ky who 

first aaid that Viet-Nam must have a cOll8titutiOD. -- and that the conatt-

tution should be written by men freely .lected. 

They made that pledge in Jaunary 1966. And they carried 

it out. 

They didn't have to do it. But they did. 

Was it the act of men who ao hungered for power that they 

could not abide civilian participation iD. ,ovE/rament, that they would 

conduct a political campaign that was lackin, iD. fairness and honesty. 

I repeat -- they didn't have to raiae this problem at all. 

But they did. 
they 

And they have pledged -- publicly and privately -- that ArUl 

support a new government whoever win" -- ao long aa it is the outcome 

of fair and free election •• 

It is reported that .ome of the ,enera" are plottin, to 

retain effective power -- whoever willS the election. 

I have seell no convincing e<ridence that this i. true. 

But it ia posalble that aome mialUided military 4!.,think 

this way. 

I for one doubt, however, that any freely elected pre.ident --

whether he be a military maD or a civilian -- is going to be willing to 
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abdicate his constitutional powe1'8 and do the blddiag of a clique of 

generals. 

Nor do I think that the people of Viet-Nam would willingly 

accept .uch an outcome. 

Finally, Mr. Preeident, I remind my colleasue. that the 

Vietnamese are going to elect more thaa a Pre.ldent and Vice Pro.ident. 

They are alao going to .elect -- next month and the month after -- a 

Senate and a Hou.e. 

If you read the con.titntion you know that thl. new legi.latnre 

11 going to have very great power., indeeel. And the le,i.lative bodie. 

are going to be almo.t entirely compo.eel ol c:1vUlane, whoever i. elected 

pre.ident. 

So let u. not abandon hope lor democracy in Viet-Nam before 

it i. even born. 

Let u. not prejudge the outcome of a proce .. in which the 

entire Vietname.e people have a great .tak •• 

Let us be patient. 

Let u. encourage them to lrDOVe down the path ol democtacy. 

Let us help them -- not hilllder them. 

For their .ucce.s will be CNI' .ucce •• -- and the succa •• of 

free man everywhere. 
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