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MEMORANDUM FOR THE PRESIDENT 

Mr. President: 

I was informed that you asked for three 
speeches for possible use on the Hill today, 
subject: The Vietnamese Election and the U.S. 

Press. 

I have sent the attached fonr drafts to 
Barefoot Sanders with a request that he try to 
get them used. 

I UDderstood that Congrusmall Reanick 

was one possible user. 

William J. Jorden 

Att. 
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MR. SPEAKER: 

There is a lamous rumor mUliD Saigon known a. Radio CatlDat 

(KAK - TEE -NAH). alter the old name of .e 01 the maiD street. iD the 

Vietnamese capital. There is no radio stati. 08 it. But it broadcasts 

rumors faster than the most modern electronic ,ear. The trouble is 

that the modern electronic gear pica it up abo and then we read about 

it here. 

You ollly have to look at your mornilll paper. or turll on your 

radio or television set to realise that Radio Catinat is workiD, overtime 

durillg Viet-Nam's presidelltial elecUo. cam paign. 

-A number of stories have appeared here char,bl, rlg,iD, of the 

election. iD Viet-Nam. iDtimidatlon of candidates. wUlful' ,overnment 

sabotage of the campaign, cuual refusal of the Vietnamese Government 

to approve the candidacy of politicians who supposedly were a aeriou8 

threat at the baUot box. 

There were few specifics. Key facts were left out of the accounts. 

And when the fa eta were examined. the aitnation looked very differellt 

from the ori,inal reports. 

ODe iDeldellt -- in which a planeload of pr .. idential candidat .. 

were aet down at the wrollg airport _d then found no cars to take them 

to the election rally - - is a cas. in -point. 
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There waa a atrong cro .. -wind at the airport where they were 

acheduled to land. Should the pUot have taken a chance Oil a.ttinl down 

there and wipinl out most of the oppoaitioD. preaidential candidates? We 

can image what the charlea would have been !!!e' 

The fact is that one hour after the candidates had landed. trana· 

portation was avaUable to take them to the I'ally. But by then they had 

taken off back to Sailon. Thie important fact was miaaina from all newe 

accounte of the inddent. Of couree. the tl'Uth neve I' ca.ght up with tIM 

fil'st in1'pression. 

The election rigging char,e made the round.. amplified in each 

rebroadcast with more adjective. and adverb. but _eullied by a few key 

{acts that would have put the whole tempeat back in the teapot where it 

belonged. 

Vietnamese politiciane have learned that rumors are raot oraly 

easier to nart than to stop. But they CaB have ,reat political impact. 

The trouble i. that exaggerated report. IlIIt in the way of the facts. Arad 

at a dlstallce of 10.000 mUes. It ie hard to let a picture of what is really 

loing on in the campalill. We ahould !'eaRiae that everythilll said by a 

candidate Cor public office .- whether he 1. runnilll in Viet-Nam or in 

the U. S. or elsewhere -- may not be the Cio.pel. 

American reporters .end thou. and. of words each day Crom 

Vlet-Nam. Fact. and rumors. or half facte and half rumors. are well 
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mixed ill the procu s. American readers need aD extra clos. of our 

u8ual sus'Picicm and an added mea8ure of our Dormal sophfJJticaticm. 

Otherwise we will find ourselves dependiag on Radio Catillat -- aud that'8 

not neW8. , 
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