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Thursday, August 24, 1967 
1:30 

MEMORANDUM FOR THE PRESIDENT 

Mr. President: 

You asked me to prepare a 
speech draft for Senator Inouye. 

be useful to him. 
I hope the attached text will 

William J. Jorden 

Att. 
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MR. PRESIDENT: 

I have always believed that the Vietnamese CommuJIl.ts .eleated 

the French, not on the field of battle, not at Dien Ble. PIau. 'but Sa Parla. 

And I believe today that Ho Chi Minh's laet bOpe i. to wIa Sa 

Washington what he cannot win in the hWs ad paddy fi.lde of South 

Viet-Nam. 

In this cormeetion, I have just Iread some ve~ lllatul'hta, words 

in The Economist of London. This ontstandinl jouraal baa .bowa a deep 

understanding for our involvement in Viet-Nam aDd baa moaaiy '\lpported 

what our couatry ie trying to do there. But in ita latest ' .. 118 It .aye the 

following: 

"Maybe the Americana don't have what It take, after all. 

What it takes in Viet-Nam is patience: the patience CO II .. oa wlth a 

defensive war, and to accept the restramts on mtlita~ actl_ that thi. 

sort of war calla for. If the Americana can commsnd .IlO\lP pati.nc., 

they can do what they set out to do in Viet-Nun. " •• The \:halMcl Stat .. 

can fight the Viet.Nam war and 10 on raisin. its .t .... n ofU'riaIat the 

.ame time. That is the measure of it. economic power. Pr •• W •• 

Johnson has the money and men to carry on the war at its p ...... l.v.l 

for a lonl time to come. In this sens., he almo.t c.rta1a1y hae more 

ataying power than Ho Chi Minh; and it: 18 staying -pewer that wID count 

in the end. " . , 
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But The Economist then raLtes the question whether we are not 

running out of that most essential el.m.nt for .ucc •••• 

q Mr. Pre.ident, I think The Economi.t is wrong. 

I firmly believe that we have what it takes -- and that we will see 

this conflict through to a succeuful end. 

But I must admit that our South Vietnamese friends must be 

puzlIlled by some of the statement. they have heard r.cently from a few 

Americans. 

At the same time, I think Ho Chi Minh and his followers -- tholle 

who want to bang on and continue the war -. mu.t have found some of these 

atatementll encouraging. 

I see .tgns, too, that lIome of our oth.r friends in Asia. -- people 

whose future depends heavily on our help, on our power, and on our 

resolve -. have been worried by the sc:attered .igns of wobbling and 

weakening. 

Just the other day, the distinguished Foreign Minister of Thailand, 

one of our closest allie., .aid: 

"Our friends in the United State. don't .eem to have faith in 

them.elve. and, if they don't, how can others have faith in th.m? The 

United States offen a picture of confusion and self-doubt. America'. 

position in international affairs is affected by domestic politics. " 

Mr. Prelident, it is right and proper for those of us in this 

distinguished body to have thoughts and opinions on a problem as serious 

I." ' 

I 

I 

, I 

COpy lBJ l1t\RA~Y \ 
-----_._-------------_._---_.-



as Viet-Nam. It is lmpo~nt for us to make tho •• thoupt. known -- to 

.ach oth.r, to the Admiru..tration, and to the Am.rican people. 

But ill a matter of such con.equiluc:e, we have a responsibility to 

ba.e our opinions and our .tatement. on the very best tacta available to us. 

It is easy, Mr. Presid.nt, to look at a .ituation 10,000 miles 

away and to think that one know. what le happeuiug. It is easy to pick up 

the latest rumor -- or to read a hastily writtenllSw' story -- or to see a 

30-second strip of film Oil tel.vidon -- and to r.ad immediately. 

But given the .tak.s 1u thls conflict, 1 thiDk w. owe it to ourselves 

aud to our government -- and to our peopl. -- to do b.tt.r than that. 

,As I look back over the paat few w.eka to many of the things I -­

and all of us -- have heard aud read, I find two element. of the Viet-Nam 

Situation that have been the subject of ,reat attention. It seem. to me that 

much of the discu.sion of these two .ubject. bas produc.d considerable 

beat aucJ very little light. 

I refer to tbe military .ituation: .. there a .talemate? 

And the political situation: are the elections a fraud? 

OIl the military .ide, let m •• ay that I -- and many of my dis­

tinguished colleague. in the Senate -- have •• e. our .har. of war. But 

th.re are f.w, I think, who would quality a •• spert witn ••••• or analysts 

of the war in Viet-Nam. 

Many of the brave yOUZl, r.porter' 1u Viet-Nero have also seen a 

good deal of thill war. But they, too, hardly rank all 'pecisUlltli. 
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Who then are the experte? 

I eubmit that a man like General Weetmoreland ie an expert. 1 

re,ard the Army Chid of Staa, Oeneral Johneon, al an expert. I think 

there is no doubt that a man like Lt. Oeneral Stanley Lareen, our 

commander in the n COrpl for the lalt two yearl, ia an expert Oil the 

military aituation in that area which rel,reeentl almoat half the land mass 

of Viet-Nam. 

What do the.e diltinguiehed experta Bay about the war? Do they 

think there's a Italemate? 

Lietell to the wordl of Oeneral Westmoreland lpeaking just laat 

month: 

"The statement that we are in a atalemate 's. complete lictiou. 

It is completely;:unrea1istic. During the palt year tremendous progreu 

has been made ••• We have op_ed up roadl ••• We have invaded long­

eltabUshed bale areal ••• The enemy bad planned to take control of the 

two northern provincel ••• He hal been .topped ••• The enemy planned to 

take over domination of the highlands. A,ain, he hal been defeated ••• 

Oreater popuiatiol1 has been lecured ancl taken away !rom Communilt 

domiD.ation ••• The ARVN troops are flahtina much better than they were a 

year ago ••• The number of defectora cominS in to the ,overzunent haa 

lubatantlally increaaed ••• " 

"I think to meaaure progr.II, one baa to think ill terma of 

objectives. Our objective ill South Viet.·Nam ia to ,ive the people freedom 
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of choice, to resbt the aggression from the North, aad to try to give the 

people protection from the terror and iDttmidation of the Viet Congo 

"On the contrary, the ellemy's objectives have been to 

terrorize the people, to di.rupt the revolutionary development program, 

to take over more of the population. to .abotage the road aad lines of 

communication. 

"He has faUed in achievilll hle objective.. We have succeeded 

in attaining our objectivee ••• 

"The enemy ha. Ilot won a single. .ignificant victory during 

the pa.t year, despite the tremeadou. effort he had put forth." 

. General John.on, ju.t back frClm hi. eighth trip to Viet-Nam. aaid 

recently: 

"Everywhere that I w.nt. Ilelt that there waa .ignificant 

progre .. being made. I think much of 1thie progre •• la Dot reported -. 

partially becaulle much alit is beina dODe by the Vietname.e. and partially 

because we have aD intenstve focus OD the activities of U.S. units out there. 11 

"Somehow or other, we teDd to concentrate on our cataatrophies 

or disa.ter. rather thaD OD our Rec...... Our .uee...... 1 believe. far 

outweigh any di.a.ter that ha. occurrect ••• " 

General Laraen. jut r.turned from U Corp., haa reported: 

--half the population of the Corps ar •• wa. under Viet Cong 

control two year. ago; today, alm<*t 90 per cent ia under government 

eontrol; 
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--two years a,o, 70 per cent of tb.e rice ,rowing area was 

dominated by the VC; today, 95 per cent of the rice land II \lZl.der Viet­

namese controll 

--two yeaII'I ago, no lmportaDt hiiJhway could be uled without 

a major military etfort. today, 90 per cent 01 the important roads are 

open -- ~O percent without any protection, 50 per cent with minimal 

convoy protection, 

·-two years a,o, almolt JlO raUreadl were operating. today, 

more than half the raUlI'oad. are in Ule; 

.-a recently captured Viet Cong document admitted that 

whereas they control Z65, 000 people two years ago, they now control only 

ZO, 000. 

I could ,0 on, Mr. President. But I think the testimony of thelle 

distinguished mUltary men who have foUowed development. closely .peakll 

for its.lf. 

It can be summed up very quickly: there is no mUitary stalemate 

in Viet-Nam. 

We and our Vietnamese aUies and our other friendl are moving 

Iteadlly forward. And if we haYe the patience, we lhaIl .ucceed. 

en the political .cene, the!"e ill a ,reat readine .. on the part of 

some AmericlUl8 to write off the comins elections as meaninglesl. They 

are declared a "fraud" even before they are held. 
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MI'. Pr.-tdent. it ia eaay to be arrocant md aelf-:r1ahteoua about 

thia matter. 

It ia eaay to aay that if this YOUIIlI country __ fi,htill, a war to 

atayalive -- doea not have electiona that are 100 per cent pure. totally 

hone at, and free from all blemiah. thea the political prOCeaa haa no 

meaDiIl,. 

Mr. Prellident, when I am told that the Vietnamese elections 

must not only be good but that they must be "better than ours, " I can only 

reply that this judgmellt is nOl18ense. 

We all know our own history wen elloup. I preaume. to know that 

our elections have not always been pure iI.1ld lair. Indeed. I cm remember 

only a few elections in recent times ill which there were not char,es of 

unfair tactics or cries of "foul. ,. 

Now I think that the Vietname.e people duerve the right to express 

their political judgment freely md without coerciol:a. 1 belleve that the 

coming electiOll8 will be more fair and free than my of us darea hopes. 

And I note that that judgment is shared by our dletinguished Ambassador 

ill Saigon, Mr. Ellaworth Bunker. He ill a wbe _ -- md all acute 

obaerver. 

I applaud the President's decision to invite a _mber of leadillg 

Americana -- iIIcludillg several diatingui.hed membeu of this body -. to 

vialt Viet-Nam and to obaerve the electol~al proceu. 1 am sure we all 

look forward to hearill, their observaticms when they return. 
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But I would ny, Mr. Preeideat, that the real miracle here ie 

that electiolUl are being held at all. The encouraling thing ts that the 

prOlres. toward representative government hae boen .0 great in so short 

a time. 

I remind my colleasuee that two years ago, Viet-Nam did not have 

a democratic .onstitution. Today it does. 

I recall that two years alO there wae no popularly elected national 

asaembly. Today, there is. 

Moreover, in the coming months, Viet-Nam will have a Senate 

and a Houee of repres.ntative and popultarly chosen men and women. And 

under the Constitution, those legislative bodies will have great pa..rs. 

I think that as we watch this uartellinl prOJreu we owe it to the 

Vietnameae .- and to ouraelves -- to be patient, to be aympathetic, to be 

encouraging. For they have begun to move down the path toward real 

freedom -- toward the ,oal we have tried to make poesihle. 

That 1s what the vast majority of Vietnameae want for themaelvea. 

And I have enough contidel'lce in those brave people to believe that they wUl 

achieve their goal -- not overnight, DOt la O1le election, but alowly, surely. 

ateadUy - •• a we and other tree men bve moved toward our 0_ goala. 

And aa they move forward, we can take pride in the fact that 

American courage. Americal'l aacrifice. American patience have helped to 

make it poulole. 
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