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1. Doy Ha h:u:ldeat. Full accouat of a-a, Tl'1 DOIlI HaL affair ami 
developmenb flowing from 1t have been reported ia COU:ue of put few da,.s. 
Text. of candidate. cor.amwUq1le contalnecl Sal,OIl 2767, ea.idates AUlust 8 
letter. Sal,oll 2885, Goveromellt of Viet Nam'. AlIIut n letter. Salloll 2868. 
Reporta of AIn'tla .. ador'. conver.atlODS with Tllle_aad Icy OIl subpet tran.­
mitted SallOIl 2886 and Z867. In brief, it appear. h:u:ident uose ehiefly from 
Wliort1Ul&te circwnataneel which led to ml ..... l'ltaIldt.aa. It.twaeA caJldidates 
and Goveroment of Viet Nam. Delpit. many aneeatiODa aDd char,es. It doe. 
Dot seem mix-up _. a premeditated Govenme.t of Viet Nam act to humiliate 
candidatee a. latter alle,e 'but wa. rather eoatr,lbutlOlll of had weather &lid 
poor plannt.aa. executioD aDd Jltdsmeat by ce:rtaia Govel'llDlttlit of Viet Ham 
officials, combiaed with Impatleace aDd Rqlcloa _ part of clUldlclate. who 
have .ub.equelltl,. decided exploit 1 .... lor olwlou politlcal pllrpo.es. 
Neither Ilde hal acted iD _y de.liDed to re.olve 1 .... eaaUy &ad permit 
relumptlon olflclal campalp but it doe. ut eppear at th1a time that it wlll 
lead to with4ra_l of candidate. from race. Both Th.le. aad Xl' expre •• ect 
conficlenee today that matter would 'be worked out, but TuDe letter doe. not 
leem to afford Ukely ba.i. for .ati.t,t.aa caadldate .... Ir... We have 
cOlUlsel.d moderaUoll 01'/, both side. &ad Vie. that thle affair utebe allowed 
to block campailll effort &lid ultimate free aad fair e1ect1oia.. Private 
campallllln, by .everal caftclldat •• 01' their pepre.entatlv •• 1. co:lltll'/,uinl. 
Ia .hort. yOUI' eharacterisattu of Doq Ra. lncideat 1. acauate in .0 far a, 
we know the facts. It w,ht h. added that General Thleu 11\ hi. Aqust 8 
pr ... collferellc. specifically .aid that aay r .... t from the candldate. for 
a •• l,tance in transportation &.ad facWU.. would be met. H •• aid that if 
there _re errors in the .ove_t baad1lna of c:ampalJl1 arran,tqRlntil 
would aec.pt the blam., and be .tated Ill. wUl1.aaDC" to work with the other 
caftclidat., to make the campaign a IUCc:e.S. 

2.. Xx eo_.Ill. re military co_po Xy hal exp1al.aed to Amba .. ador that 
he was m11quoted and that what he laid _s that .he _. euvlDeed Viotaamese 
people would not acc.pt an Ule,al 01' £raaclu1elltly elected loverJU'lUlJlt aDd that 
he would Dot elther. W. bellevo coac1u.l_ .tated :referenc_ tel_lram that: 
T~ &rid Ky have lncllcated they wUl accept _lectloa re •• lt. Is _rrallted from 
Dumber of .tatements they have both mad. to Arnba.lador ia recent cOllver.atlona. 
Amba •• aclor hu .p.c11lcally told Xy that _ ea.llot couateDaDce any c.ps &lid 
Ky ,tated tbat there wW not be any coup •• 

3. Report OD alle,ed "military affaira committee... We a,reo that 
alleS_tl0DI have no al,nifleant ba.ls in fact .0 far as C&l\ be a.eertawd. 
TMen aDd Ky have both sald thla to Amba .. a4or. Constltatlol'/, does provide 
for armed forc:e. councll to operate in milltary are .. but thls 1. presumably 
not the c:ouncll relerred to. A. lIlterp .. eted by Ky today in coaver.atlon with 
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Atnb.aa.dor. ,rollp 1. pn.umably the m.Ultary memben 01 the Directorate 
who meet reauIal'ly to cOIl.id.r matter. l'elatbli to r.orgamutlOll and 
Improvemeat to Republic: of Vi.t Nam .Armed 1'0I'c... paeWcatioa aruI 
related .ubjecte. Ky .tated there 1. _ laaer ,rotlp which will .eek to 
coatrol ,ov'l'Jmleat after election. a. call.d Del .aW thl •• tory collid be 
Llatly clenl.ed. 

4. CoDeluet of .l.ctiona. Followia, 1. reque.ted .vmmary .tat.ment of OQl' 

view. OIl ,OVOl'llment cOJlduc:t ill r •• ped tD tr •• • lectloa.. Both Gelleral Th1eu 
and GcenJ. Ky ar. on the pubUc r.cord with pleel, •• to coaduct free and fair 
elecUon •• and they have mad •• imUar flatemeat. to Ambaaaador. Th.y have 
both called on all oUidal1 coae.rnH to make .ur. that the .lectioaa are 
iIldeed fair and free. Ky ill particular took advantage of ...... ral m.etla,. of 
proviae.l oUlcWa iIlvolved with the .lection. to make W. polat. Preu 
c.n.or.hlp hal be.n I1fted. aruI Vletum ••• Jounall.t. ha ..... ot h •• ltated to 
prillt articl •• that u ..... ry crltleal of the ,OY'l'mlMat and quit. lavorable to 
.ome of the c:1vlllaa carulldate.. TV allll radio ar:rucemeat. ha .... bee. v.ry 
aood and C;omplet.ly fr... Th. c&lldldat ••• ot _at they a.ked for. and there 
have been no comp1al.ate. The gov.ram.eat hal al.o a •• l.teel the eancUciat •• 
by glvlng them a larg •• am .f money wklch they ar. free to .pead a. they 
ae. fit OIl tbeir campalg.. The •• arr&alem.Dt. ar. mofl .... ual la any 
COUAtry. and they certaialy 10 well beyOlllll! anytlaLa, that tb. American 
aoyerament haa .v.r COil. lured clobliler oppo.ltloD. caadWate.. It mu.t 
b. admitted that la the pre-campal,,, perlocl. Ky dld a au.mber of thlng. that 
'Ulle.ted the electlOil would be 1Ullair aM UD.eqD.al. Th. reaction to the •• 
effort. was v.ry fll'Oll,. ed _. ea •• , .. La aD. eUon to pro .... that he would 
BOt take unfair advantage when the mer,or el the Thle. and Ky .late. took 
place. Slnce that time. the Govenmeat :record hal haan ,Dod la ,ell.ral. 
We do not 1' •• 1 that the avideD.ce to date "lioeta that the ,overnmeat haa h'eated 
the other candidate. unfairly or that T.blea-K.yal"o determ.illed to will the 
electlon by fair meana or foul. c.rtabaly they do waD.t to wla. and they are 
makillg full 11 •• of the DOrmal adY&llta.oe of the lacnunbent •• .ueh thill,. a. 
llon-polltlcalla.pectlOil trip' aDel ceremoo.le •• and .o.tur •• to vadOQlJ 
.eament. ot the popalatlon. are takiIl. place. BDt we lbd It hard. lor 
example. to crltlc:l .. Ky lor pre.ldl"l at c.remeaia. wure land title. are 
haDded out to ,. ... nt ... part of the land roform pro,ram. and we thiDlc that 
lew hone.t critic. would do so. That 1. about the _ret tbat he hal done 
slnce the formal campaign hgan. Ther. a1" a1.0 ehal'le. of .ecret orders 
to pnlwlace chief. and military commanders to lnIvo that the YOte. 10 to 
the Thieu-Ky tlcket. Theee are very 41fflcult to ovaluate. To our Dowled,e 
there Is AD hard evldellce of .uch ord.r.. III lar,o part it appears to be more 
a matter of lnfluence aad the natural toDd.DCY here to try to placate the 
a.uthoriti... Thi. teadency wlll certalal,. help the Thle\l-Ky tlcket. but 
Thleu-Ky can hardly be blamed for it. It Is a lelac,. ol centurle. ol 
authoritarlan rule and will not be banl.hed overm,ht by any regirr"4 . 
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5. Amb ... actOl" BWlker cow::u.re la eubetanc. ol' ... elollll. 

BUNKER 
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