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BU~KER' S ACCOUflT OF THE CONVERSATION VITlt THIEU WHICH ACCOMPANI'""D 
THE DELIV£RY OF YOUR LETTER WILL INTEREST YOU. . to 

r:.:xr OF" CABLE FROM AMB aUt~KER (SAIGON 5559> 

1. 'IIHENTRANS1'IITTING THE PRESIDENT" 5 UTlER TO THIE!J LAST 
£VENI/ffi. I HAD OCCASION FOR AN HOUR'S T .. \LK 'ilTH HIM. HE '>'AS 
m REl.:\XZD, EASY MOOD AND EX?Rl!SSED HIS ~??R£CIATION OF 
THE PRESIDENT'S MESSAGE. I NOTICED THAT _~HEN HE READ THE 
TrtIRD PARAGRAPH. WHICH REFERRED 10 THE CREATION OF A BROADLY 
BASZD GOVERNMENT. HE H£SITATED AND t SENSED A SLIGHT 
SENSITIVITY OM HIS PART. (IT '" IL!. BE RECALLED THAT I HAD 
~J:;:N!IONE:D TO HIM· m: SEVERAL OCCASIOt~s THE I,4?ORTANCE OF BROADENING 
TrlE:!3ASE.OF THE GOVERNMENT AND EMDEAVORIrlG TO INCLUDl!: SOME 
OF THE OPPOSITION' AND WHEN GENERAL LANSDALE ASKED HI~ THE 
DAY B£FORE THE EUCTION ABOUl' THE. COMPOSITION OF HIS GOVERNMENT 
m: LA.tlGHED ANO SAID "GO AHE'AOAND GIVE ME. A1.EcrURE. ABOUT A 
BROAllU BASED GOI/EIUIMENT'-, TiiISIS flHATTHE·AMERICANS TALK. 
TO ME ABOUT. -) - AFTER A ~OM£NT' S HESITATION, RESAID, ~t 
TliI:-l!(!lE CAN REUASE riG: COmPLETE TEXT AND' I 'IIl.L,DO SO TOMORROW." 

2 •. HE VAS APPARENny PLEASED WITH HIS APPEARANCE: YESTERDAY 
MORNING ON -MEET- THE PRESS". HOWEVER, IIHEN" I REMARKED 
THAT I !JND~RSTOOl) IT HAD BEEM ARRANGED THAT H'E: AND KY WERE 
1'0 APPEAR TOGETHER, liE REPl.IED.THATIT WAS NOT CUSTOt'lARY NOR 
TRADITIO~AL THAT ANYONE SHOULD APPEAR ON SUCH A PROGflAi'I WITH 
HE CHIEF OF STATE. CONSEQUENTLY, IT WAS AGREED THAT HE SHOul.D 
A??~AP. ALONE. (COI'l!1E~lTt l{Y~ S ABSENCE FROM HIS SLATED 
M'?~ARANGE HAD 3EE:-l THE SOURC'l: OF RUMORS THAT TliIS WAS ANOTHER 
WD!CATIO~l THAr RELATIONS BETlIIE!N THE-fIARE NOT GOING 'JELL>. 
HE SAID THAT THE QUESTIONS PUT TO, 111M 3Y THE PANE!.. HAD 3EEN 
E~srER THAN THOSE WHICH ZORTHIAt~ AND r liM _TRANSMITTED TO, HIM 
AND :{Y O:J THURSDAY. '. , 

.5. ! I~SKXD '4HETHER HE Wfl..S MAXIllG P:iOGRESS, IN PUTTING THE 
GOn1U1MF.:NT TOGETHER"MOllE SAID THAT I"l'-VAS STI1.L IN!HE 
;;OR:1A!!VE,STAGE';lJ,rrrW'A NU:18ER OF ASSIGNi4ZNTSSTILl. OPEN. 
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4. WITH REGARD TO' THE: PRL'lJEMINISTERtS POST, H:: '!fAS'INCREASINGLY 
OF THE V n:1tJ tliAT DR. NGUYEN: LUU VI£.'LHAILTHE. MOST DESIRASLE 
QUALIFICATIONS.:HE:WAS A:SOUTHE.RN!R~VHICKlrIAS ESSENtIAL~ WAS 
HONEST. HIGHLYRE.SPECTED, aND COMPETEtn"';'*,~(THIEUBELIEVED THAT 
VIEN WOULD HAVE HUONG· S SUPPORT.I!f'.F4"cr·THAT:HUONCrWOU1.D 
PREFER' HIW,.TO SOM£·O~:THE;,YOImGm· MEN':VHO:HADB£EW:HIS 
StlPPORTEi!S';/THIZU'SA I~·THAT):KY,· VAS' ;STII.L::;IN'·PAVOR,;;OY',LQC, 
BuT,THAT.WHILEJ.flC,.YAStINTELtIGENT .;:HE:. HAD,;,NEITHER;,THE ....... ' 
COMPE.TENCE:.NOR ;T1l£~PRESTIG£.:rOR;.::THE;,;i.'OST.;~.t;.,GOT .. THE. II'! PRESSION 
TIiATTIUEU,HAD: rREU.r.;VELL..:tlADE.'. UP-:H IS<lf IND::C.N' VIEN. 

S ~·.:·"~·HK:THEN:'~;ASKED<IY;.'QPIN iON7oF:;TRAtFi.jAN/ifo:lfi~'fil!:: iOREIG..~ 
11 INISTRY.':tI: REPLIED' THAT', WE: HAD~.R IGlf,REG.ARI), FOR' DR. 'DO· S '.: 
PEflFORMAN·CE.\ AS FOREIBN MINISTER",:'C'THAt:'VE:F£LT, THAT:' . Ht .. ··lfAO .. ~ 
REPRESENtED'·'.VIET-N AM'" ABROAD,:VITH. CONSIDERABtE.: D-IST INct ION, 
AN!)'WE WOOUX LOOK WITH FAVOR~ON-HIS' CONTINUING IN· TIUS POST ~ 
THIEU'AGR££n;' lHTH.tHIsESTmAT£, BUT nLt:.THAT DO~HAD. aEEN 
!ilEAKNIN ADMINISTRATION., NGUYEN HUU CHI.'1KO.·HAD SEEN' .HIS 
DIRECTOR'.OFCASINET" RECENTLY ASSIGNED- AS·OSSERVtRAT THE 
u. N. ,liAS A BUDDHIST. ,AND :.IlAD PLACED . A·. NUlI19ER OF HIS' aUDDNIST 
FRIENDS. IN POSTS AROUND TH£VORLD. HE. THOUGHT THAT· IF DO WERE 
TO CONTINUE IN THE POST, HE WOIJLD NEED A DEPUTY WHO .WAS A 
GOODADMI?+ISTRATOR AND WHO COIJl.D HANDLE f'OREIGtl OFFICE 
P::RSO~INii:L PR09LEMS. 

6. I THE~' SAID IF DR. VIEN WERE TC"i BE GIVEN THE PRIME. 
ilINISTER"S POST, I THOU3HT IT VERY IMPORTANT THAT GOVERNOR 
HANH SHouLD CONTINUE AS lHNISTER OF NATIONAL ECONOMY AS 
~ELL AS GOVERNOR OF THE NATIONAL BANK. I HAD HIGH REGARD 
Felt HIS ABILITY AND FELT THAT HE HAD TURNED IN AN EXCELLENT 
P~RFORMANC~. vaILE I WAS AWARE THAT HANH HAD REPEATEDLY 
EXPRESSED· A DESIRE TO CONFINE HIS ACTIVITIES TO THE BANK. I FELT 
THAT THIEU SHOULD Pur PRESSU"lE ON KIM TO CONT INUE AS MINIST1!:R.· 
THIEUAGREEDAND SAID THAT HE.'IASCONFIDENttHAT HANH COULD 
BE.PERSlIADE,D TO CONTINUE;' 

7 •. I.SAID THAT I'THOUGHTCONSlIiERABt!IfIIPROVEMENT'VAS 
NZEDl!:D IN THE MUIISTRY OF INFORMATION'AND CHIEUHOI AND 
T){AT I UNDERSTOOD CliANGES, WER&.CONTEMPLATED..TIHEU AGREED 
TliATTHE PJINISTRY !liAS V!::RywtAK AND IT HAD BEEN PLANNED 
(WHICH K't HAD PREVIOUSLY REPORTED TO US) TO' ASSIIUI GENERAL 
TRI TO II CORPS AND HAilE GENERAL VIMH Loe TAKE OVER THE. 
rHNISTHY. IlINH Loe, HOYl::VER VAS DISINCLUIED,TO TAKE THE 
POST AND THEY VERE, THEREFORE, 'LOOKING FOR, SOMEONE ELSE. 
THIEU EXPRESSED THE VIEV THAT THE MINISTER OF CHISU HOI 
SHOULD BE A SO~HERNER vao SPEAKS THE LANGUAGE OF THE 
VIET CONG. HE FELT THAT THIS WAS PSYCHOLOGICALLY'I~PORTANT IN 
?RO?AG~NDA ADDRSSSZDTO THE VIET CONG AND IN PERSUADING THEM 
TO RALLY. I SUGGESTEO TO HIM THAT AMBASSADOR BUI DIEM 
tHGHT MAKE 1\ COMPETENT MINISTER OF INFORMATION. . HE: SAID 
THAT THIS HAD NOT OCCURRED TO H~, BUT HE WOULD GIVE THE 
S'~GESTIO~ CONSIDERATION AND THAT IT ~IGHT 3£ WELL TO SPLIT 
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THE TWO MINISTRIES.- : HE HAD THOUGHT THAT DR. PHAN QUANG DAN, 
S!JU· S VICE PRESIDENTIA1.RUNNI.NG~~~TE" MIGHT MAKE_A G'OOD 
~UUsnR Or--CHIEU HOI"sur--He-'HAD'·fHEDISADVMYTAGe. OF Nor 
9E:ING II SOUTHERNER. I SAID I THO,UGliT HE nIGHT VANT TO 
CONSIDER OR. DAN INsnAD FORTH! POST ,OF MINISTER OF 
AGRICULTURE SINCE'DAN HAD EXPRiSSEDAGREAT DEAL, OF INTEREST 
IN LAND REFORM· DURING THE CAMPAIGN AND SEEMED- TO /fAVE S(wE, 
CONSTRUCTIVE IDEAS. AaourIT •• :~,\::rHIEU SAID THAT' HE THOUGHT THIS 
i/ASAN INURESTING·SOOGESTION'AND THAT K£'IOULD CE~TAINLY 
GIVE IT' -CONSIDERATION. ' ' " .. ' . 

SUNKER 

,'. " . _. ". •• ,,,.~·.: ... U""'~"""'" .,·,L .•.. , .... _ ." ..... 't'---,. ,". ,,-

S.',c!'ASKED ". Ii 1M. WHETHER' HE::HADotfADE.,PROGRESS-;:,IN· APPROACHING 
TH£OPPOSITION. ANllH£SAII) .HE:)tASKA!(!NG APPROACHES TO 
SOME OF, THEM THROUGH THIRD: PARTIES •. " HE INTENDED· TO OFFER 
HUONG A POST': IN, tHE GOVERNMENT. ~:'~HEDID NOT HOflEVERTHINK . 
HUaNG WOULD BE SATISFACTORY AS. PRIME MINISTER. FROM THE POINT' 
OF VIEVEITHER OF HIS HEALTH,ORASA GOOD.WORKING ME!'l3ER OF 
THE TEAM. HUONG WAS VERY posItIVE, IN HI! VUWS. STU3S0RN 
IN HOLDING TO THEM, AND tlOr. aOODAT· COOPERATING 'WITH OTHERS. 
HE SAID AGAHI TH.AT HE FELT SURE HUONG WOULDSUP?oflT VIEN, . 
'lIHOM HE LIKED AND RESPECTED, FOR THE POST OF PRIM:: t!lINISTER. 
THIEIJ ALSO EXPRESSED THE VIZliTHAT HA THUC KY'VOULD BE 
\fERY DIFFICULT TO '40RK '11TH.' . HE liAS AMBITIOUS. DIFFICULT, 
AND NOT t\ GOOD TEAM !10RK!R. r THIEU SAID HE PLANNED TO 
SOUND OUT SUU ON SOME POST INTifE GOIJERNMENT.. ALTHOUGH HE 
FELT THAT THIS \:IOULD HAVE TO BE PR~T'f rmc}! IN AN HONORARY 
CAPACITY BECAUSE OF SUU' S PHYSICAL AND m:NTAL CONDITION. 
HE FELT~ HOWE'JER. THAT AMONG THESU??ORTtRS OF HUONG, 
suu, AND HATHUC KY, THERE WERE REPRESENTATIVES WHOM 
THEY MIGHt SUGGEST FOR GOIJERflMENT POsrSAND WHO COULD BE 
INCLUDED.' . 

9. fASK!D ,THIEUHOV ,HE'ENV'ISAGED HIS WORKING RELATIONSHIP 
·ItITHKy .. ",'/iZ SAID IF THEY MAn A 'STRONG PRIM£cltINISTER 
HEAMD KY rOGUHER VOtJLD BE LARGELY CONCERNED II ITa POLICY, 
'IIITH-THE' liAR EFFORT,IIITH ··PACIFICATION.'AND£S?ECIALLY, WITH 
THE. BIG JOB OF REORGANIZATION OF THE ADMINISTRATION. ';;THIS' 
NE£DEDA THOROUGH SOWG, OVER.· INCLUDING THE:' REORGANIZATIOtf 
OF THE ROLE OF PROVINCE CHIEFS AND THE SELECTION 'OF. MANY NEll 
CHIEFS. HE FELT HAT THE POST OF PROVINCE: CliI!F 
SHOU1.D NCT BE CONF'INW TO THE 'MILITARY, BUT-THAT COI4PETENT 
CIVILIANS ALSO SHOUl.D BE APPOINTED TO THE POST.' THE POST 
OF' ?ROVINm: CHIEF WAS A VITALLY IMPORTANTOt~E, ESP'S:CIALLY 
IN PACIFICATION, AN!) GREAT CARE SHOULD 8E TAKEN IN. SELECTING 
THEI1 •. THIEU SAID liE TiiOUGHT THE WHOLE ADfHNISTRATIV! 
DRG~N IZATION SHOULD BE REVMIPE!) AND STREA\'ILINED AND 
THAT THIS WOULD BE A TREMErmous UNDERTAKING .. , HE SAID I 
THAT HE ALSO WANTED TO FORM AN ADVISORY GROUP Oil BRAIN- \ 
TiiUST TO ADVISE. HIM AND KY,ON MATTERS OF POLICY AND .. 
ORGANIZATION •. HE WANTED TO INCLUO:r IN THIS GROUP " \ 
P::OPLE ';I HO~:JE~ ,l1-tllBE.l1S OF THE ~IORTH V1ETNAI'lESEGO'lEl"I' eoRY lBJ· LHiRAI{Y 
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COUl.D DEA1. I1IITH THEM, AND\fITI{ WHOM HAt:OI AND NATIONAL LISE1UTION FRONT VOUUl SE !tII1.LING' TO DEAL. HE FEl.r THAT tHERE WERE A NUl4BER 01" SUCH OLDER, COMPETENT HENIIHO HAD FORMERLY BEEN ON GOOD TERMS WITH-MEMBERS OF THE' KANO I GOVE}lt~l'~e:NT, AND THE iiLF. AND WITtI Y){Ol! THE, LATTER WOULD DEAL WHEREAS THEY . WOULD NOT VITH SOME OF THE, YOUNGER, TURKS •. 

13.1' ASKED· THUU HOV HE VIEYED tHE CHARGES OF THE OPPOSITION AND TKEIR DEMAND FOR. INVAUDATION OFTHlt ELECTIONS •. HE SEEl"'lED QUITE RELAXED ABOUT IT..HE'SAID ,kETHOUGHT"TKATTHEy'WOULD EVEIrrUALLY COOL OFF. ' . HE ,.THOUGHT THE COMPLAINTS THEY HAD FILED \jERE RATHER UNSUBSTANTIAL ANDcTlfATNONE:OFTHEM·liOULD .STAND UP BEFORt THE' CENTRAL aICTIOtf'COUNCILOR tHE· COURTS. HE POINTED 'O,UT THAT THE' DIFFEREIiCE;BETWEENTHE·TT.l/O LEADING C~NDIDATES VAS 8g"~a0e,,VOTES JUID .. FRAIlD . IW,GRtATER THAN, THAT; Af.lOuNT. )IOULD: HAVE. TO ,SE'PROVED' BEFORE: NEV' ELECfIONS COULD BE ORDERED':::~: I'ASKED HLWHIS,VIEY'O"WHAT', HAD' .. ACCOUI'ITED'>FOR ,DZU· S. LARGE VOTi~ AND<HE SAID'-JfE 'THOUGHT FOUR . ELEMENTS· WERE INVOLVED.: :DZU WAS ;-",RTICULATl!:,ANDA,'GOOD SPUKER'MJD RIS. CRITICISlt OF THlCiOvtRNMENT HAD GA IHED VOTESFRO/lt THOSE 'WHO WER£ OPPOSED TO- THE:'OOVF;RNHENTt HIS ~PHASIS .ON PEACE ALSO HAD BEEN EFFECT Ivt,.A LARGE. AMOUNT OF.MONE.'( .HAD13EErl EXPENDED FOIl HIS CAMPAIGN FReA" SOURCES !I1HICli THIEU,DID UOTKNOV, SUT RIh'IJORS . HAD VARIOUSLY ATTRIB!Jl'ED TO THE CIA. THE FRENCH. 1l0VESIN THE UNITED STATES, ,fiNO THE VIET co~m •.. tHE fOURTH ELEMENT ltASSUPPOI'lT OF THE VIETCONG AND THERE APPEARED TO BE DEFINITE EVIDENCE NOT ONLY TIiAT DlU RMJ STRONGEST IN PROVINCES ¥HERE THE VIET CONG VAS MOST INFLuE?-lTIAl., aUT Al.SO THAT IN SOME AREAS THE· , '. . VIEi com; HAD ORDERE:D tHE VOTERS TO BRING BACK OrHEl'l BALl.OTS AS PROOF THAT THEY HAD VOTED FOR DZ~. 
11. I SUGGESTED TO THIEU TaAT IT MIGHT BE VORTW»IiILE TO ct.!.!. IH THE OPPOSITION CANDID,!\T!S TO TALK OVER THE SITUATION 'Hili THEM. IT stEMED TO ME THERE WERE T'/O CONSTRUCTIve cou~s£s HE iUCHI! FOLtO!H SUGGEST THAT THEY. AGREE TO PULL TOGETHER IjI ITH THE: GOVERNMENT ,TO BACK THE WAR EFFORT AND ?~lH{A?s FORM' A GOVERNMENT OF' NATIONAL UNION,OR TilEY MIGHT CONSTITUTE.THEliSELVES A LOYAL OPPOSITIONjASSISTING THE .. NATIONAl. EFFORT THROUGH CONSTRUCTIVE CRITICISMS.,: BECAUSE OF' THE OES?ARATE EUMENTS IN THE OPPOSITION.~THIEU FE1.T IT AIGHT 3:e:'!)IFFICULT TO FORM A COHESIVE.YORKINGT[l%M,BUT'AGAINSAID, THAT HE' WAS ;:tti. TOUCH WITH THEM, THROOOI{ THIRIl. P~R1'IES. 

lZ.'TlfIEU INFORMED ME 'THAT THERE WOULD BE "AN IMPORTANT 11 EZTI NS 'OF THEGENE'RALS' ON st?TEI1BER 9, . IN \lHICH HE AND KY '~OuUl TAKE PART. (COMMENT: ALTHOUGH T1HEI1 DID NOT VOLUNTEER rURTHER INFORMATION I JUDGE THAT THE MEETING MAY CONSIDER ' NI\TTERS RELATED TO THE F'ORMATION OF' THE GOI/ERW~ENT AND THUS HAn A SEARING ON THE THIEU-!{Y RELATIONSHIP.) 
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