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HEREWITa A MEMORANDUM aT CONVERSATIONVITH GENERAL BRADLEY. 
I DID NOT PUT INTO I! ~-SECAUSE IT IiIASfJEANT AS A WHOLLY 
pnIVATE: REMARK --GENll:RAL' BRADLEY'S PREDICTION ABOur TliE LENSTJ{ 
OF raE VA~. HE DOES, NOT BELIEVE -- IF VE MAINTAIN PRESENT 
ii/ENDS IN THE ,FIELD AND HOLD THE FORT AT HOME --THAT THEY CAN 
HOLD Ou!: FOR )lORE THAN A YEAR AND A HALF. I AM SURE THAT THE 
GENERAL DOES NOT WISH THIS PREDICTION TO BE CIRCULATEDVIDtLY. 

t11::t10RMmll(ll OF CONVERSATION 

':-':';". .... -, 

GENERAL OM/iR, BRADLEY CALLE!) ON ~lE FRIDAY AFTERNOON. SEPTE!1BER S, TO 
!!:LL:,ME. SOI'2ETHING OF HIS RECENT TRIP TO VIET'MAM, WHICH WILL: FORM 
rH~3ASIS FOR AN ARTICLE APPEARING IN LOOK MAGAZINE IN NOVEMBER~ 

I. IN GENERAL. 'HE EMERGED !lITH ASENSE,OF'GREAT OPTIMISM, 
~HICH WIll BE RfFLECTEDINTHE ARTICLE. ,HE:, SAID, IliFACT •. HE. ' 
MUST-PIGHT TO KEEP FROM EXPRESSINGOVER;';OPTnIIS\'f.~'HE TALKED TOSE 
IN TERMS OF QUITi>SPECIFIC'THINGS. HE, HIMSELF .... SA" AND HEARD" WHICH 
YIELDED THISRESULT,"RATHER'THANIN ttRMS,'OFG£NERALIZATION. 

2 .. H£ WAS GR£ATLYIMPRESSED-nTH THEVHOJ..ELOGISTICAL'STRUCTUflE: 
PORTS, BARRACKS. HOSPITALS,' BASES. li!..' UNDERSTOOD HOW LONG' IT 
r,~;{ES TO DEVELOP SUCH INSTALLATIONS AND~AS CONSCIOUS THAT THE 
\1. s. FORCES ARE ONLY NOW ROUND INa INTO PEAK STRENGTH AND 
EFFECTIVENESS; fOR EXAMPU:~ ,TWO DIVISIONS AND TWO!3R!GAOES HAVE. 
BEEN IN VIET NAM LESS THANA YEAR. 

3. HE AND i'lRS. BR~DU:Y TA1.KED TO LITERALLY HUNDREDS OF U. s. 
P£RSO~NEL. MRS. BRADLEY HAS UNDERTAKEN TO WRITE PERSONALLY TO,MOR!' 
THAN 5a0 FAl1Il.IES OF MEN TO ttHOl4 SHE TALKED. OF ALL THOSE T.HEY SIIV, 
ONLY FOUR EXPRESSED ANY DISSATISFACTION. OR FAILURE TO UNDERSTAND 
AND FULLY TO SUPPORT THE EFFORT, ONE ~AS A MAN DISSATISFIED 
BECAUSE HE ~AS NOT ASSIGNED TO THE UNI~ WITH WHICH HE HAD TRAINED; 
AND GENERAL 9RADLEY ARRANGED FOR THIS TO BE DONE. THREE EXPRESSED 
501'1'£ UNCERTAINTY AS TO, U. s. 08JECTlVES IN ,THE WAR IN VIET NAN .. 
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4. ON THE WHOu, IfX FOUND MORAL£.SUP1l:RB. AND CITED II NmlB£R OF EXAPlPU:S OF SPLENDID !'fEN IfHOitJ HE MET,.. ONE A 'NEGRO SERGEANT WHO VAS AWARDED A SILVER STAR FOR REMARKABLE LEADERSHIP UNDER,FIRE:. 

5. TliEREIS NOT THE SLIGHTEST DouarIN:HIS PJIND THAT:.THE wAR' IS.NOT STALEMATED., WE. AR£'MOVING'FORWARD~LJfE.CrTEDPlANY SP!C IF.ICIND ICATIONSJ':roll'EX~ PtE's 

" -'~·A~'.Y!:AR':AGO":IfJ;THt "1' CORPS',\AREA .:'~:PAl·RotisT HAj},~'TCi'·B£'::IN'.COM PANY STRENG,TM,'.' NOV,'THEY:,COIJL!):OPERAn::;SAFaY:;IN-i~$QUADSJ 
, ;';;';;;::-u. Se,:'::F.'ORCES>HAV!:lUARNm-,;N!W~ TACTICS~J,O-D,EAL.:'~INtELLIGENtL.Y. AND' UFECTIVEL 'f..: 'I ITH\VC:;:J:-AC't'ICS,7;PcA,T lENC£:~(ANll; LOt{aEJ!~RANGE~,]i IFtES> IM .. D;:ALING:!,V,ITH:·;,StIIPERS;,:~£.q~P1;IVE:rrACT.lCS"~TO;jTRAP.W~:AMBUSHES; .. -!MPROVED;;1N.T£1.LIGENCE:.::oF~AtU7JnNl:l9';':\::tNC[;1JD.IN§-';:'J'NTStLlnENCJ~'t~~9!,! VILLAGERSfAS--~SECURn:Y.··.B£COIl£S~MOJn:;REt;IAB~)in= 

. ~~':;li!,:GAVE'f!A,(' EXAftfPLES":OF-:MANPOtlER·AND-{MORALE'DIFFICU1.TIIS AS SE!:If:; BY LOCAL,:, C019nAI'JDERS.;;"AS·:UU: •. AS; iNTELLIGENCE.. OFFICERS • 
. -~' IN TRE DELTA A UNIT,:VlfICH ENGAGEO>owkfuRCES . .13URIED;THlUR 'iEAPONS 'AND RAN AI1AYf43WEAPONS'VERE DIJG.~UP. ", ' .. ", .,' . . .. -. ' .' , .. ' -.,".- .. 

-_ A 14-YEAR-OLD BOY BROUGHT Itl INTntlGENCZ AS TO THE LOCATION OF A· VC COMMANDER. HE, WAS PICICED UP AT 4, Aiii l'l. HE THEN INFORMED HIS CAPTORS 14 HERE 24 OTHERS tIIER£., AND '·TliEY WERE"PICKED UP. 
-- A CAPTURED NORT!f VIETNAMESE PH. D.~. ;.maSE RESIDUAL BASIS ;'OR 'OOtlYIOENC~- CONSISTED SIMPLY. INTH! FAITH THAT THE U~ITED STA'l'ES )fOULDCRU.18LE POLITICALLY. AS HAOFRANCE • 

. - ... RUORTSOF A GROUP 0; 103' THATSTARTED,INFILT'RATION FROM TifE NORTH,.. Bur ;::NDE~ .up- AS ~~". . 
--'·ANOT.HER GROUP"'OF,'70'THAT: ENDED UP 38., .' ",,'." ._, .. _.. - ". ". ,-" 

-~';THE'CAprURE'OF"VO BOYS OF, 12 AND H'lINoVC"{JNITES'RECENTLY, BROUGift', IN" UPON THREAT OF DUTJf· TOTHEII'f;FAMILIES. ..' 
--.THEUtl.!NGNESS OF FORHR VC"'CONTROLLED VILLAGERS TO COOPERAU ,FUllY WITK THE GOVERNMENT. ONCE; SECURITY IS ESTABLISHED. 
-- THE '10 EVACUATING A VALLEY NEAR rHK-' COAST Alro"sURNING:niE CROPS AS THEY HEADID INTO THE HILLS. 

~_ THE WIDESP~EAO UNYILLINGNESS or THE VO TO ENGAGE OUR 'FORCES OR THE ARVN, LEADING TO S011E OUE:STION ON GENERAL BRj~OU:Y' s !"IIRT THA-'r THZY ARE AS FULLY UP TO STRENGTH, IN SOME CASES, AS CARI?!E:> W OUR ORDER OF BATTtE. 

GENERAL BRADl.EY [;1PHASrnn THAT HE 14115 NOT BEING SEUCTIVE IN TlfIS, BUT GETTING SP::CU"IC EXAMPLES OF A TYPICAL KIND WHICH REFLECT, IN HIS CONSIDErlED JUDGI1E~JT, THE TRUE SITUATION. 
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1;'··Hr. RECEIVED': Alf !XC!LLE~~T"BRIEFUIG, AND~IIAS MUCH. IMPRESSED 
nTit, THE,·KOREANS.,~·HE:,VISITED· THE PHILIPPINE. MODEL VILLAGE. FOR 
REFUGEES. THIS IS' AN EXCnLiNT:. PRaJECT~," 491 REFUGEE, YAM ILlES 
ARE· BEttIG'LOOKED :.AFTER.,ee·,CHILDREN ARE: tN'· SCHOOL; ":A1.THOUGH 
THE OPll:R ATION.IS SMAll, KEVENT aECA USE·. WESTrWANTED TO 
ENCOURAGE .TH£'.~IUPINOSTO DOUBLE ,THEIR. FORCE IN V·IET NAM. 

S":; HE HAD' THE'- IMPRESSION THAT THE' -V IETNAMESEYORCES' V.ERE 
IMPROVING I" THEIR PERFORMANCE AHO r ESPECIALLY.~It1?ROVING ... 
IN THEIR CONFIDENCE. HtTHOUGHT THE 21ST l)IVISION· FIRST-CLASS. 
IT 'lAS HIS IMPRESSION THAT TIfE VIET~JMESE·CORPS COMMANDERS -. 
FOR EXAMPLE. TIi£. COMMANDER OF II CORPS --'URI BETTING TOUGH 
AND EFFECTIVE 11'1 ROOTIrIG OUT OFFICERS WHO liERE CORRUPT OR 
VHO ~OULD NOT FIGHT.tHEIR MEN EFFECTIVELY. H~VISITEPTH~ 
VIETNAMESE NCO'SCHOOL.·THEY CONDUCTED A FIELD PROBl.EM !lfHIU 
HE 'liAS THERE~ EXACTLY AS THEY WOULD HAVE !)ONEIN THE UNITED 
STATES. HE CHECKED IN THE DELTA AND .FOUND THAT INDEED THIS 
liAS A NATIONAL SCHOOL AND THE m:w tlCO· S FRo.., ALL OVER THE 
COU/IITRYWERE BEING TRAINED THERE. 

9. HE FOUND AMONG SENIOR OFFICERS -- EVEN STROf~G· REPUB­
LICANS.;" A DES:? APPRECIATION FOR THE SUPPORT BEING GIVEN 
TO THE MEN IN TH1LFItLocBY THE PRESIDENT. . 

. 118.' HE' EMERGED CONVINCED rliAt.:wE: ~ERE: WELL' ON THE. ';lAY 
T.OWINNING THE .WAR.THE ONLY SERIOUS PROBLEM VAS TO KEEP A. 
BASE,OFPUBLICSUPPORT' IHTKE.UNITED STATESrORTHE.EFFORT 
IN.VIET .. ···NA~.HE HIMSELF liAs, PREPARED TO'DO ANYTIfING< JUDGED 
USE}I,uL;;;BY.· OTHERS\TO. THIS ,END;': 
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