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VIETNAM STATION REPORT NO. 46/67 (26 AUGUST - 3 SEPTEf»BER 1967) 
A BARE AND BLESSED PLURALITY 

THE FINAL FIGURES ARE NOT IN YET ON THE VOTING FOh 
PRESIDENT, AND NONE OF THE RESULTS HAVE BEEN ANNOUNCED IN 
THE SENATORIAL RACE. BUT EVEN IF WE DID HAVE ALL OF THE 
FIGURES, IT IS TOO EARLY TO MAKE A DEFINITIVE JUOGMENT ON 
THE "lEANING OF THE 3 SEPTEMBER ELECTIONS IN SOUTH VIETNAM, , 

EECAUSE AS MUCli IS UNKNOWN AS IS KNOWN. WHAT FOLLOWS, 
THEN, IS MORE A SIGH OF RELIEF THAT EVERYTHING TURNED OUT 
SO WELL THAN THE WISE PRONOUNCEMENT OF A DISPASSIONATE 

JUDGE. 

THE O!3STACLES TO THE CONDUCT, PROPER OR IMPROPER,\OF' 
ANY· ELECTION AT ALL IN THIS WEARY, DISCOMBOBULATED COUNTRY 
ARE SO ENORMOUS AS TO BE LITTLE UNDERSTOOD. IN A COUNTRY 
WHERE GROBND TRANSPORTATION BETWEEN MOST MAJOR CITIES AND 
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PAGlZ a SA IGO 1592 
TCW~!S RE"iAlflS UNDER CONSTANT THREAT. OF HOS!.!LE· INTERn.lc.T.!ON .• It WA~ NECESSARY TO ESTABLISH tHZ. ELECTORAL 111~A.s;rRUC:t.uRE 
III 44 PRo:.'!NCES AND SIX AUTON.OMOUS CI!IES (DANANG, SAIGON, 
WUE, CAM RANN, DALAT, AND VUNG tAU). ALL TO~D, ~IS MEANT 
tHE SETTING UP AND STAF'FI'NG OF 8,808 PC1.LlNG PlACEs.. 

EACH DF" tHE 11 PRESIDENTIAL CANO IDA.IES A.ttD 4.8 ~NAT.OR::tA1. 
s,.ATES WAS T.HEGREIlCALLY EtlTln.ED !D AN CBSERVER A.t.. tACH. 
POl-l. ING P'l.ACE., A NIl tJiE. V IET.NA.MEsE G.m1.ER.NMEN.L WAS. COll1M.I.T.T.ED-
'to. PAYING F.GR tHEM; F.<lRtUNA.!E1. Y, 'IJiE. AC.'IUAL N.UM.B;ER o.F 
CBSERVERS WAS K EPI W£l.t BEI.OW T.HE:. tHECRE'tICAI. M.AX.1M.1lM .. 
EACH POLLING PLACE. HAD 10 BE.. PRmIIIUm. wtTH AN AM.PU: STOCK 
Of BALl.OTS FOR ALI. a; tHE CANOJDATEs AND SLAT.E5.--
4 SI/J ,21/J0 .I/JI/JI/J BALLOtS. IN Al.l., I.N GRnER TJ{AT£AC.1:t V.OJi:R c.o.Ul.,.D 
W WAND"D A HUTY SlIEAF. OF 5.9 O.N ENTERING,. 
THIS MEANT MOYING. AB.OllT A tHOUSAND TOI'IS o.F M.ftrEIl~AL., OF7&~ 
TO PLACES TCG SMAl.l. 1.0 FIND EXCEPT GN VERY l..Af/GZ-SCAL.E M·APS,. 
AS A MEASURE CF THE .PR.CBLEI!1. EACH CF tHE UGH! DISTI:nC.rs OF BI N H D I NM PR CV I NCE (;sI/l2. 26" RE.G.IS'l'EREI1 ., o.IERS) HAP TO BE 
mOVIDED WITH 'DIO 2 tie tON mu.c.xs TO 1>ISTRIBUTt TWE BALl.,oI-S 
AND COl.LECT THEM AYlER VOTINa. 
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Tn£ PRE-ELECTlO, CAMPAIGM £FF~T ~AS ftG ~LL AFFAle 

EITHER. EA CH FRESIDEI.TIAl CAHIHDATE ANI) SUArllR IAL. SLA!E 

HAD THE RIGHT TO HAVE PRINTED A.ND DISTRIBUtED AT GOVERtlMENT 

D<PEI~~E A NUII1BER OF LEAFLETS AND POSTERS EXTOLLING THE 

CANDIDATES· VIRTUES AND PUBLICIZING THEIR SYMBOLS (USED AS 

IDENTIF.ICATION FOR THOSE MANY VOTERS WHO COULD NOT READ). 

ALL O? THIS AMOUNTED TO AN ADDITIONAL 144,72"',S"'''' PEICES OF 

PAPER. ENOUGH TO KEEP THE LANDSCAPE CLUTm~ED AND THE SEWERS 

.CLOGGED FOR SOME TIM£. SURPRISINGLY, MOST OF THE POSTERS, 

LEAFLET S, A NO BALLOTS GOT WHERE THEY WERE SUPPOSED TO, THA.NKS 

IN PART TO THE WONDROUS EFFICIENCY OF AMERICAN AIR SUPPORT. 

THEVIn CONG AND NORTH VIETNAMESE ARMY DID EVERYTHING 

THEY COULD TO MAKE TJit ELECTIONS FAIL. FORTUNATELY, ALL 

THEY COULD DO WAS NOT VERY MldCH AS OPPOSED TO THE MASSIVE 

EFFORT OF THE VIETNAMESE GOVERNMENT (WITH, OF COURSE, 

AtQE;RICMJ POWER IN TilE BACKGROUND). BETWEEN 18",1/1 HOURS, 

2 SEPTEMBER, AND "'81/J1/I HOURS, 4 SEPTEMBER, THE VC KIDNAPPED 

.278 CIVILIANS, WOUNDED 161/1, MID KILLED 23 IN SOME 274 ATTAC1(S 

OF VARIOUS KINDS (THESE ARE MINISTRY OF SECURITY F'lGURES) .• 

VINH LONG '.3(a)(4) 
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"'E1.ECTION DAV BROKE CLl!AR ANri aRIGHT, AFTER A lET AND STORMY 
NIGHT. PART OF THE PRECIPITArIO~ CONSISTED OF RIFLE AND 
ADR!AR iiomms, GRENADES, AND 'UILES ••••• )i'IlEREAS, DURING 
LAST YEAR'S CONSTITUENT ASSEMSl.Y ELECTIONS, LARGE CROWDS 
1lA0 BUILT uP AT THE POLtS orlE HOUR BEFORE TIlEY OPENED, THIS 
YE~R FOU,,'!) PEOPl.E STAYING AWAY I'N A WAlT-AHD-SEE POSTURE ••••• 
THOUGH OFFICIAL SOURCES STATED tHAt All ROADS WERE OPEN AND 
THAT TRAFFIC WAS FlOWING AS USUAL, THE BUSES WERE NOT ON 
THE ROADS UNTIl. THE KORNING HAD ilfATURED. SY IfIJfIJfIJ HOURS, 
HOWEVER, MUCH OF THE WAIT-AND-SEE ATTiTUDE HAD EVAPORATED' 
MID THE PEOPLE WERE COMING TO THE POLLS IN ItJOtJNrtNG NUMBERS ..... .. 
IN ANOTHER PROVINCE, LONG KKANH, Ii VILLAGE WHICK HAD FOUR 
INHABITANTS WOUNDED WHEN IT CAME UNDER MORTAR FIRE IN 
lIIID-MORNING, LATER REPORT£]) II 97 PERCEIfT TURNOUT n tHe POl.LS. 

IF' 'tHE VC FAILED TO MAKE rfUCH OF' AN IMPRESSION Oil THE 
SOUTH VIETNAMESE POPULATION, Tl£1 WERE MORE SUCCESSF'UL ltl 
niE CASE OF' THE AflTERICAN OBSERVERS SENT OVER BY PRESIDENT 
JOHNSON. GOVERtlORS l!UR.PHY OF CALIJi'QRNIA AND GUY OF' lIIORTH 
DAKOTA VISITED A POu.rNG Pl.ACE til TU't HOA CITY WHERE AN 

. EXPLOSION SEVERAL KOURS EARLIiR HAD KILLED THREE AND \rOUNDED 
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APPROXIMATELY 40; MIn REACTION TO THE NEWS TtUr SOME OF 
THE: tlDUWEZ' LATER l£TURNED TO VOTE. liAS .DEs:RlSED AS "FAVORAlu.r." 

or PARTICULAR SIGNIFICANCE WERE TR~ RESULTS IN IV CORPS. 
THE DELTA, Wh~RE ABOUT ONE-THIRD OF THE PaPULATION OF THE 
COUNTRY LIVES (INCLUDING 1,694,944 REGISTERED VOTERS OUT OF 
A COUNTRW IDE TOTAL OF 5,853,251). HERE t THE MAItI BURDEN 
OF" SECUR ITY IS CARRIED BY THE VU:UAMESE THEMSELVES,. SINCE 
Pl'lERICAN GROUND TROOPS ARE LIMITED TO ONE INFANTRY BRIGADE. 

"GENERAL 
VOTER REACTION APPEARED TO BE THAT OF PARTICIPATING IN SOME 
FESTIVE OCCASION ••••• WE ARE IMPRESSED BY TNt MAGNITUDE OF" 
THE GV~I EF"FORT TO ENSURE ORDERLY ELECTIONS IN THE DELTA t AND 
CONSIDER 'tHE ELECTIONS A RESOUND INB VOTE OF CONFIDENCE BY 
TliC: PEOPLE FOR ••••• THE CLOSEST THING TO ORDER AND STABILITY 
THAT TliEY HAVE SEEN IN QUITE SOME tIME." 

AS ot 1800 HOURS, 4 SEPTEMBER, THE ~ PERCENT OF THE 
VOTERS WHO TURNED OUT SEEM TO RAVE GIVEN THE MILITARY 

1.3(a)(4) 

THIEU/KY TICKET A PLURALITY OF ABOUT !5 PEa tENT • (UNOFFICIALLY. 
I! IS ESTIMATED THAT THIS MAY LATER DEct.INE TO ABOUT 32 PERCENT.) 
THE PROBABLE SECOND-RUNNER, WHEN ALL OF THE RESULTS ARE IN, 
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VIETNAM stATION REPORT NO. 46/67 (26 AmUST 3 SEPTEfrI.BER 1957) 
Wn.!. BE A DARK HORSE, TRUONG DINH DZU, WHO HAD BEt~1 EXPECTED 
TO ritAIL FORTH OR F'IF'I'H. TWO FAMILIAR OI.D FACES, BOTH IN 
THEIR 1)0· S, TRAN VAN HUONG AND !'HAN KHAC SUU, APPEAR TO BE 
CO"lING IN THIRD AND FOURTH. SO~:E QUICK ARITHMETIC INDICATES 
!HAT; IF ozu, HUO~!G, AND SUU HAD BEEN ABLE TO UNITE, THEY 
MIGHT HAVE \~ON. AN EQUAI-LY SUPERFICIAL PROGNCSIS FOR THE 
FUTURE IS THAT, WHILE U~ABLE TO UNITE IN RUNtlU1G, THEY MAY 
FIND IT EASIER TO GE! TOGETHER IN NEGATIHG EFFORTS OF THE 
~~I ~EGmE TOWARD CONSTRUCTIVE PROGRESS. wE SHALL BE WATCHING 
CAREF'Ul..LY FOR It~ICATIONS OF A UNIFIED CIVILIAN OPPOSITIOI\. 

WHILE WE NATURALLY TAKE SATISFACTIOtl OF THE ELECTIONS' 
OUTCO!l'Z, IT BY NO !'lEANS ,SIGtIALS AN ENO TO VIETNAM·S DIFFl-
CUI. TIES; RATHER, IT PRESAGES PROBLE!Il.SOF A NEW SORr, IN SOME 
WAYS AS OIFFICU!..T OR MQRE SO TO DEAL WITH AS THOSE WE HAVE 
FACED IN !HE PAS!. THE N'£W LEGISl.ATORE HAS TEETH, AND NOTHUIG 
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IN '!liE Cujl]?OR'jI".l::r~T CI'JER1'HE PAST YE'A'R OF 115 FUtreF.!I1tt:1EEnS 
!NDICATES THAT THEY WlLl. 'BE AytUID TO ~ ItE. OP'£RATING AS THEY 
I;.'Ii_L EE WITHO'U!ANY FRA!'1EWRK"»F D'RGA1HZED POLITI'C~L PAR!!£S, 
IT IS lJo1?OSSIBLE TO PI/EDICT WIIA T SORT OF /ltv D!Ft.UE~JC£TliE 

LEG.ISt.Jl!ORSWILl. EXERT O'N THE F'llT'URE OF TFI£IR COUNTRY.A'T 
THIS POINT, THERE IS NO REA$ON FOR nSSIMISIr\, 131lT RA~:PANT OPTmlSl'! \~Om.D BE EQUALl. Y llNJUST1F'IEI'. WRA'T IS CER!AIlt 1'5 'TRAY 'THE 
FUTURE OF VIErNAM D'OXS D'E'PEND ON A WISE: ",JI> FORttFtJ!. EXERC lSE: 
(F PRE:SIDZNT IAL l'OWEFl BY 'ffiI!U twHO HAS Nor PilEVIOUSl.. Y SHO\1l~ 
MIM~LF TO BE FORCEFllL)'7A~ID ON THE tlEt>1 PR!SIDEtll"5 A'S ILlTY 
TO WOR K IN CLOSE HARMONY 'WITH HIS VICE PRESIDENT .CWHICH HE 
PAS NO! PREV IOUSl.. Y rlO).I£, EITHER). DF EQUAL It>lPORTANCE WILL 
.EE THE ABILITY OF THE !WO EXECUTIVE LEADERS 10 ADAPT TliEM-. 
:ELVES TO YlOR1U!~G WITH nUSNE'WPHENOMENO'N, Ttl BOTK OF THEM 
TOTALLY UNFAMD.lAR, A ItJIIIUl.1'OUst."f INDEPENDENT-MINDED l.EI3ISl.AT'lJRE. 
DZU: ALL THINGS TO ALL 'MEN 

OF ALl. OF THE CIVD.lA'N CAtmmA'TES, IT WAS·lRUO}!GDINH DZU 
WHO SEEMS TO HAVE ANNOYED '!liU:U AND KY THE MOST DURING 'THE: 
RECENT CAMPA m·M. AT a:HE PO INT, 'KY EXCLA IMID nAT. 1]1' TNA'T 

.~ 
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ftArJIr'iAL- DZU WERE: El.!!:C!ED, HE (K'I) WOULD BUILD A CAGE FUR 

:{ii'l. SINCE DZU NOW OFFICIALLY JIOLDS 17.4 PER.CEl'J'C OF THE 

t1ATlONAL VOTE, AND MAY END UP WITH ABOUT Z! PERCENT, THE 

CAGE (\lAY HAVE TO BE A BIG ONE. 

IN THE 50 YEARS SINCE HE ~IAS BORN IN SUI" DIMH, DZU HAS 

t~NAGED TO GET AROUND QUITE A BIT, AND HAS NEVER B!E'N ACCUSED 

IF BEItlG BASHFUL. HE WAS EDUCATED IN FRANCE; VISITED THE 

tN ITED STATES; BECAME A DISTRICT GOVERNOR OF ROTARY ItlTER-

NA TIONAL; JO INED SOC IETIES FAVORING FR lEND SH IP W ITHAMER !CAN S" 

JAPANESE, FRENCH, AND CHINESE; AND PARTICIPATED IN BOTH THE 

l?WDH IST AND CONFUCIANIST ASSOCIATIONS. IN THE 

........ '"='eI\,/ 
THE El.ECT ION, HE Cl.A IMED ~ SUPPORT, 

HE ALSO TOLD 

THAT HE WAS BACKED BY A LARGE AMERICAN FIRM, PAC!FIC ARCHITECTS 

A~D ENG INEERS. HIS SON REPORTED THAT DZU HAD BEEN SOLICITING 

HELP IN THE UNITED STATES, WHERE HE HAD HAD PROMISES FROM 

,"SOME PROFESSORS,- AND WAS ALSO GOING TO GET HELP FROM ESSO, 

WHICH HAD OFFERED HIM THE SERVICES OF A PUBLIC RELATIONS 

OFFICER. DZU HIMSE1.F STATED THAT HE HAD AN EXCELl.ENT CHANCE 

IF BEING El..ECTED BECAUSE THE AMERICAN GOVERNMENT HAD GIVEN 

',3(a)(4) 
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H11'I lSI'.'''C!,~fj0 P!'.AS1.ERS FOR HIS CAttiPUGlt. Af1iOWa KI5 
COMPATRIOTS, HE HAS ClAIMED SUPPORT FROM T~ICH lJZ QUANG AND THE 
S;-1l1EilIST ~H I'sr'S, l'HE CA THOL1CS, THE HOA HAO.tTRE CAO DAI, 
ANtJ THEVIE!NAMESE LAB:OR CONFEDERAiIO". 

DZ.U·S R:'.!.l.Y.1NG CRY IN THE eArqPAIGH If AS BEEN .. PEACE· ... 
ANlJ TUE SYMBOL O'F HIS T:ICKET 15 THE "WJUrE D·OVE". THE FIVE 
S::NATOIUAL .g"A!ES W.ITH WKICH I:IE IS ASSOCIAtEDB"EAR THE iU(ME..S 
,?EA'CE .ON EARTH,'" ~P.ZACE ANDPRQ;sP.JtRITY," wP.EA"CE AND 

CONTEN'!t'sENT l, n., AND 'Ill." RIS FULL-l'.tG~ C'AMPA IGN AD 
?uBL rEH'ED THE DAY .BEFO'RE THE ELEc:rION ~A.5 CONINED ENTlRELY 
TO T·HE PEACE I'SSUE, AND OUTLINED A PEACE PLAN liFlICH !NCLlD.ED 
Tri! UN'COND'ITIONAL CESSATION O'F'1301!lBING 18 SlORTA V·1ETNAM, A 
tOTAL CEASE-F'IRE .SO.uT.H OF THE 17Tl1 PARALLEL; TAI.KS WITH 
"OUR ALLIES," HANOI,AND THE NATICrNAL LIBERAT·ION mONT; AND 
11'.E RECONVEN ING OF 'TFIEGENEVA CONFERENCE. 

IN AND OF 'TREM:snV·ES , DZU·S PROPOSALS ARE NOT 
OBJECTIONABLE. UNF'ORTUNATEL Y,T'FIE'RE 1:5 SOME EVIDENCE THAT 
'THE VC HAVE REGA'RD.ED 'DZU"S PLATF'ORM WITH SUCR F'A\1I!)R THAT TREY 
Hb,VE GIVEN HIM 'THEIR SUPPORT. F'ROM TAY ~IN'H, F'OR EXAMPLE, 

REP.oRTST'HA T "'THERE HAD BEEN :UIBS'TAfI'TIAL J.J(q.)(J/) 
VC PRO?AGMIDA IN 'THE PROVlNCEORDER!NGTHE P.EOPU TO 
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tlOTE FCil rz.:l! DZtJ..CHIEtI TICKET A~"D IT IS ASSONED THAT THIS 
i'2,O?AGANDIZING HAD SOME EFFECT ...... • WHATEVER THE CAUSE, 
I)ZU.CIIIEU ~ON Itl TAY NINH BY ~9,947 VOTES TO THIE:U-K,Y"S 
3VJ.S;sg~ A SIMILAR REPORT FROM KIEN GIANG TOLD OF A VC 
DtSTAICT CO~MITTE MEETING ON 14 AUGUST AT WHICH A VC 

CFF'!CIAt EXHORTED THE PERSONS ATTENDING· TO PROPAGANDIZE 
EARfJESlLY • ...... THAT THE VOTERS CAN UNDERSTAND THE SITUATION 
ANO CAST THEIR BALLOTS FOR" DlU. 

ALL OF THIS IS NOT TO SAY THAT DZU IS A COMMUNIST OR 

EVEN A NON-COMMUNIST SYMPATHIZER WITH THE VIET CONG. BUT 
A MAr: WHO CAI~ RUN AS A STRONG NATIONALIST ON A TICKET OF 
~AC£ AND VIOLENT ANTI-MILITARISM, WHILE SIMULTANEOUSLY 

. t1.A IMING THE SUPPORT OF STANDARD OIL, CERTAINLY 
GIVES EVIDENCE OF A SUPPLE, SUBTLE CHARACTER, ONE HARDLY 
KNOWS WHAT TO EXPECT OF HIM. 

IN SUM, THE ELECTION WAS A SUCCESS. IT WAS SUCCESSFUL 
f'A~TLY BECAUSE IT ~IAS NOT TOO REPEAT TOO SUCCESSFUL; TliE l'J.,D.ITAF.Y 
nCKE! WON (WHICH WAS GOOD)~ BUT NOT BY A MAJORITY (\'HICH WOULD HAVE 
EEEj-i SAD). TO CQNC1.UDE~ WE MIGHT QUOTE STATEMENTS MADE BY 
!WO l?ROl!IlNENT AMERICAN QB SltRNER5.. ClOY£RNOR ItUGHES OF NEW 
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JCR~l. '"rYE SPEll, A»OTHER DAY ltIJ:!HO ur SEli :lQG ~VIPEl'!C! 

lllA T IIO\A.I) l.S·D· TO THE PPESUM?T1llN' OF' F.U UD O~ WRUNGD.O!Wl.. 

JT \t'I\S A VERoT U!·SPIR-'ING. DA Y •• _.R WA So »lAze AT THE" I-UC't..IDJf 

ACT lv.n.Y 9 ••• o. •• ..I SA:loi It)~ PEOPLE Bt-ING I~S't'RI)cn:D IN HOW 10 VO'Ta" ............. ~ 
VDlJ CO.I1tt>&·! GEl I::IG}{T P.E:OPUE TOGEniEP UK! TH-A'l' IN JE·~SEI' ,_ .. v"" 
A~D.v F':W.41~.L.Y. WH:UN.£Y Y.O.UNG OF THE URB:A:;N I.UG:tJE'·: -:t WA'S 
I!-lPRES5E) W.UH TJ{E. INTERE:Sl' AND !.NT}lUSIAEl'l .. _ HEHE WE 
hOE I~ 4 C1Tf C?liAl~ T*IE) tliA't' H~D J..us-r HAD RO'CKE:"tS TJlRO.Wtl 
DI, A'NO TJIERE ~ P..Eo:P.t:E PARAn;tNfL _ .. _ r VE IlEal Ma:RE. 
t'l)NCERNED ABOUT Dit ~I1n~E.·s-s Of T:1iE PRE'$ TRAN T.HE E'A·:,tRNE5 

OF THE ELEC1tDN." 
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