THE WHITE HOUSE
WASHINGTON

“SECRET ' Wednesday, Sept. 6, 1967
- 10:00 a,m,

MR. PRESIDENT:

. Drait cable 1 is the State Department draft respond- |

ing to our lunch conversation about bringing the
VC into the constitutional process.

Draft cable 2 is my suggested alternative. I have
marked my suggested changes with yellow overlay.
Article 4 of the South Vietnamese constitution is
attached. at Tab A,
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—SRERBI attachments

Sect. Rusk has now seen and approved Draft Gable 2 °

w.

Approve draft cable 1

' Approve draft cable 2 =

c - DECLASSIFIED
- See me ‘ E.O. 12356, Sec. 3.4(h)

' White House Guidetines, Feb, 24, 1983

By , NARA, Date F-13-91
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To: AmEmbassy SAIGON ' IMMEDIATE ) osm 34 '
Nyt
: -5

FOR AMBASSADOR FROM SECRETARY By 42—, NARA, Date ——2.

1. My separate cable gives you one idea that we believe you

should discuss urgently with Thieu at the first opportunity,

2. More tentatively, if you think it wise, we believe you should . 3

(
@)
explore with Thieu and Ky as soon as possible the question otm ot

" ‘bome possible offer to the Viet Cong relating to

their entering into political life in SVN, ]
L

e 1
SN

3. Any such appro;ch or offer might get into the question of the
right of the VC to form their own political party, We recognize that this
is a bridge GVN has not yet been willing to cros‘s, and it‘ in particular
may be more than is wise to put to them at the present time. However,
we would like your judgment on question of putting this matter to them
and including this feature. If you see no problem, you are authorized
to go a};ead as far as you like along these lines at your first contact,
4. As a variant of the above, one idea that has eccurred to us he‘re- .
would be that of suggesting a local amnesty for the Viet Cong in s'e.]..ecil:ed areas,

for example the IV Corps area. We recognize that this would involve more

careful planning and an assessment of military factors, but would like your

Preliminary views. END 7
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EORES SANTTIZED

To: AmEmbassy SAIGON IMMEDIATE E.O. 12356, Sec. 34
NI 94 243

J0-15-5Y

FOR AMBASSADOR FROM SECRETARY

1. My separate cable gives you one idea that we believe you should

discuss urgently with Thieu at the first opportunity, -

2. -in'general, highe st-a.uthorityw--hoge'r-thag_gg_\_y;gg\_rg,mme‘ﬁtwiﬁI.".‘l’!

be as forthcomi.ng in effort.to.bring NLEJnto:éﬁnaututionale'nliﬁ'cél‘pl’.O',c'e'"ﬂ'-SIB

as .i.,t.fé.é.‘ﬁlba..@’i.thdut.eiéeh_sixieﬂl.‘:ﬁ._*’;pre"ﬁsur‘_e:ia.nd without-thraatening finity,

ik =P bt gt

of government itself,

3. If you think it wise, we believe you should explore with Thieu )3

and Ky as soon as possible the question ofj

SVN undeT the conatitition}. If-C on'gmgni'a!?l‘;‘_i_‘gfihterprete?diamq_gh,gimxé

for seekin g-power-and-governing by-di E"fé‘t'é"i'i&tbha:puty‘ltﬁtemtﬁé" ptafice

of the Viatnamese constitution and or ga}"xi"ie‘d-'-‘;sblitii:al:a‘ctmmmthy

<SCommunists could be r¢garded.as.Compatiblewith. AxticlaTa
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have its 6wn merits and could be undertaken separately from’
Private approaches.
5. Since any such approach or offer Tuigeiquestion of the right of

the VC to form their own political party, we recognize that this is a bridge
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GVN has not yet been willing to cross, and it in particular may be more
than is wise to put to them at the present time, However, we would like
your judgment on question of putting this matter to them and including this

feature. If you see no problem, you are authorized to go ahead as far as

you like along these.lines at your first contact,

e

6. As a variant JE gupplément to the above, one idea that has
occurred to us here would be that of suggesting a local amnesty for the Viet
Cong in selected areas, for example the IV Corps area. We recognize
that this would involve more careful Planning and an assessment of military

factors, but would like your preliminary views,
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Constitution of South Viet-Nam - Articles Pertaining to
Political Life '

Article 4, (1} The Republic of Viet-Nam opposes Communism
in any form.,

(2) Every activity designed to publicize or carry out
Communism is prohibited.
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