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Tuesday, Septenaber 5, 1967 

TEXT OF CABLE FROM AMBASSADOR PORTER (Seoul, 1120) 

President Pak informed me on Septenaber 4 
that he had given careful thought to the messages of his good 
friend President Johnson concerning the need;o raise troop 
levels in Vietnam. He asked me to inforna President Johnson 
that he fully agrees, and that Korea will render "naaxinauna 
cooperation." He has instructed the Minister of National 
Defense to give hina an early report as to naethods of;~aising 
troops and about their nunaber so that he can respond to President 
Johnson in specific terms. Pak added that when he sees the report 
he will hinaself decide whether it meets the requirenaents of the 
situation. 

President Pak then said. he knew President 
Johnson would understand the problem he IS -(.eing in this 
connection. The Korean people want to contrlbute to Vietnam 
where their Anaerican friends are doing so muC"'..h. At the sanae 
time, they cannot help worrying about their own security in 
view of North Korean activities along the Demilitarized Zone 
and in infiltration of arnaed elenaents into various parts of 
the country. Public worry on this score is fanned by the 
opposition party, some naembers of the governnaent party, and 
by some governnaent officials. . 

President Pak said he must find sonae factor 
which will enable hina to deal with this kind of sentinaent anaong 
the people and the National Assembly. A good deal also depends 
on how the Ambassador's letter of March 4, 1966, is inaplenaented, 
particularly in the field of modernization of Korean forces and 
anti-infiltration support. 

In reply, I said he could be sure that President 
Johnson would appreciate the fact that he is moving toward the 
pl'tl.ctical aspects of additional troop contribution through the 
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Minister's report. My President, I added, would also under­
stand his problem of public opinion and in tile Assembly on the 
subject. To deal with the letter of March 4, 1966, we have set 
up a working group which will clarify the degree of implementation 
of that agreement and determine at an early date what remains 
to be done, after which I will urge my government to act with all 
possible dispatch. President Pak knew from my President's 
message, I said, that I am authorized to discuss other subjects 
with him, and this meant that we have very much in mind the 
problems he is facing and intend to assist him in dealing with 
them. 
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