—CONFIDENTEAE—

Monday, September 4, 1967 ~- 12:45 pm

Mr. Preasident:

Herewith filnal returns on the Vietnamese
election in terms of valid ballots cast. The oanly
surprise is that in the end Suu pulled a bit abead
of Huong for third place.

I arn convinced that to understand this
election one must start by assuming that some-
thing like 22% of the vojes were cast virtually at
randaom; that is, people voted at risk to associate
thernselves with the Constitutionnl process but @
had no idea at all about the Presidentlal candidates
themaelves. Put another way, anycae whe ran
could get about 2% of the total vote.

That means the proportioz of the vote that
wernt to Thieu-Ky, amnong those who were actually
picking candidates, was nearer 46% thaa 36%.
And there is aimilarly an upward discount factor
to be applied to the other three major candidates.
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Viethamese Elec'tions.

The total provincial returns reported by the GVIN from all
electoral districts (valid ballots only) are as follows:

Blate#. . Suw/Dan 502, 712 10.7%
Slate #2 Ky /Dink 346,573 7.4%
Slate #3 - DRinh/Khinh 120, 429 O 2.7%
Slate #4 Dzu/Chieu 800,265 17. 1%
Slate #5 Huong/Truyen 484, 63¢ 9. 9%
Slate 6 Co/Sinh 185,508 2.2%
Slste %7 Ly /Duong 91, 887 L 8%
Slate #38 Hiep/Truyen 169,408 : 3. 4% |
Slute #9 Thiew/Ky 1,638, 202 38. 7%
Slate #10  Khaih/Dang 148,652 3.1%
Slate #11 Quat/Chan 285,328 8.1%

This makes a total of 4, 673, 490 votes. The difference between
this figure and the established total vote of 4, 868, 266 is 194, 770.
Presumably, this represents the number of inval id ballots and is
about 4% of the total votes case (the percentage of invalld ballots lust
yedr was around H%).

The percentage of the voic for each major candidale remains
abowt the same, as reported in the previous Situation Report, though
Suu has now pulled ahead of Huong for third place.

No returns from the Senate race are yet available.
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