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DEPAHTi>lEriT OF STAT' ' 
A~~lSTAl\'T f'r.CRETAItY 

August, 30" 1967 

MEHORANDUH TO: EUR - Mr. Leddy , 

FROH:H- l'iilliam B. Maco~t;Q.\h{. 
• 

This morning Senator John Sherman Cooper called 
me to say he had been invited to have lunch 
today with the Charge' d I Affaires of the Soviet 
Embassy. He indicated that the purpose of his 
call was to notify me of his prospective luncheon, 
and said that he "Iould make available to the 

'Department ,a report on what'was said. 

, Immediately,'following the luncheon, Sen~tor , 
Cooper dictated, and transmitted to me, the 

'attached..,;'., 
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--------"-~--~.:_o' •• ------)-~.-. ,--·~;c / '/ ij , .. ; "Ii" If.' if.; '-. ////! /11, ,1'- ,-- ,:: ... , " / ''l.t / ! 
' ,',' ! '" TOI"/ Aueust 30, 19G'{, ItoJ.l\cd wit -;-(,~ '('J:';))),JY.l.',f,f jJ{.l" .', 

" 
Choree d 'Affuircr, vf the r~lccian ~lnhocr,y llt the l'l1llJuGCY. On Friday J j\U[;Uct ____ -25th, he hnd called lilY office and (Icked me to have lunch with h1m. I hod r.:ct him briefly at my house in I-InshingtorJ, where he had come with Hr. 'Theodore !,ointnl, but I did not talk to him on that day about ony politicol l:'",tte1'5. I ,was ot the Russian l'l1lbaGsy from 1:00 o'cloclc to 2:15 H1. 

He opened tlle conversation by Doyfng that he hod recently rcturned from NosEow, :where he hod gone on leave for approximately 30 doys. He soid it had not been a vocation, because hc hod worked at the foreien office cver,! doy and hod spent the evcnines, when not at the foreign officc, tolking to private cit1z.ens, officiolG, and "statesmen", that he hod little time for his family, and had ccme bock to Washington quite tired. He went on to say that the dOminant theme in hiD conversations with the above groups had, at their initiative, been the war in VietnaJ:!lj that the Russian people do not want war, retlembcring the scars of World War II; and no", as Russia was showing improven:cnt in eccnc::uc field, in .education, in sctence, etc., war was even more feared ... / .. r; . 1 L . .' , . . /' cl "., {t,,/,wuv:{/nv/ v . He. said that he was Chargt at the time of the l1:j.ddle East crisis and thot he knew of the care alld precision which the U,S.S.R.rhad corr:n:tL'1icated and worked to avoid any engagement in the.crisis. In response to my question . that-did not that experience indicate clearly that the United States desired to make 'no war against the Sovi.et Union" and that was the President I s poSition, he answered in the affirmative. But he went on to say that there is always 'a possibility that a mistake or events tbat could cause misunderstanding could . Q?-L l- . create dangerous s·ituations. k"wv/ 
f . ': Vietnam, he noted, was such a. dangerous situati9n. He said if 

" " 

.... 

the bombing of North Viatnam were ended that dangers between the Soviet Union and the United States would be avoided and ~.any things would fall in place. I make it clear that he did not say, and I did not ask hitl, if the Soviet Union would go to war over Vietnnm. I asked::lliln that in the case ·,tr.ail the United States should cease bombing of North Vietnam, would it lead to negotiations. His answer was that he felt sure that the cessation of bombing would have led to negotiations some months ago, but that North Vietnam had hardened its position and he could not say. I asked him then if' the subl:lission of the matter of Vietnam to the United Nations would lead.to negotiations, or would it lead to the reconvening of the Geneva Conference •. He said that he did not believe eo pcciluge the vor Willi an 1ntorntlJ. lJIilttill.' in Vio'!:.!\1ll!l And. ho did r.ot thir~~ M ' ~v international rnat.t-er could solve it. (J . , IJ.-n(.'l 
'J, I then said to hiln that what he was proposing was that the U:1ited I·: .. ". ' States cease bombing QUd without any assurance that North Vietnan ;;ould negotiate, or that the United Nations or,the Security Council would ass=e jurisdictio:1 and try to settle the war. I said also that we were aupplying the South Vie~eDe and I ass~~e the Soviet Union would continue to'supply the Vietcong. He re­sponded by saying that the Soviet Union had not provided supplies to the Vietcong, except small rif1eo' and ~~chine guns; that ,its supply'of sophisticated vc~?Ona had been to north Vietnam, a socialist 'ally to whom it was committed ar,d a country whose territory .waR under attack by the United States. He z;?i:S.·': . ..ct .... in the C"'C:1t the"United States ceas'cd borcbingofNorth Vietnalll tbere ,,'c·-'~.:' ': :"., no ncc~c,1ity for the Soviet Union to provide supplies to the )iortl: 'r:·~t"c,-:.: :;2" , and that the supplies to the Vietcong. were at a minimu;n •. He tho\::::: ::: C~";l ~.;.\~;c,'·' ::i ii:;lrti:':r.yo~ld .. Goon in SO'xtll Vict:=, but Y:'/'Ould ever,t;-:].:.y 7 

. J DECLASSIFIED. YJ;i .1/1'1'1- _. ?/1-p 
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I asked him HI he believed ConLlJlunist China would intervene in 

the war. He GOid that Communitit China had 101'ee influence in llor-eh Vietnam, 
.... but he could not Gay 'IIhctrler or not it would intervene, but Ceflin the bombing 

created duneer. lie c'aid that 'lihUe the Soviet Union did not know exactly 
what ... ·00 eoing on in Commun.ist Chinll, ito estimate was as follo,1£;: 

. 'Mao and hisaGGociatcs, while great revolutionaries, eould not 
succeed in the economic development of China; there is a youneer group 
Chinese, many of whom have .been educated in !lussia, who arc able econonUsts, 
nnd Galcnt.icta, nnd who could lcod. 1n tho dovelolllllcnt of Chino) Noo ond his 
associated Were unwilling to yc.1.ld to this group and that the strueele might 
go on for years. . 

. , . 

I asked·him if there was any opinion in Russia that China might 
attock RusGio. He at first said no, but then said there was daneer of trouble 
alollG Russia's eastern border. ... 'ith China. lie said the Chinese would like nothin~ 
better than to provoke a war betveen the United states and RuSSia, and he did 
not believe that the United States ~ras sufficiently aware of the possibility of 
such provocation by China. lie noted that a Chinese submarine might sink an 
American vessel simpJy to provoke a war. He further stated that he did not believe 
the United' States government was suffiCiently aware of the daneer oj; irresponsible 

.use by the Chinese of nuclear weapons it has developed. . 

In summary, it is my opinion that his chief concern about the 
war in Vietnam vas that it'might in some way engage the Soviet Union with the 
United states, and that it was the bombing that caused this danser. He was 
very open throughout our talk, but I said nothing to him that I have not· noted 
in this statement. Before going to the Soviet Union Embassy I called Assistant 
Secretary of State l<!aeomber and told him of my :proposed visit and that I '"'auld 

"port ~ .,~""'tioo, vhi" I,~ ~1ng'N 77 . 
.. 
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