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This morning Senator John Sherman Cooper called
me to say he had been invited to have lunch o S L
‘today with the Chargd d'Affaires of the Soviet ]
Embassy. He indicated that the purpose of his
~call was to notify me of his prospective luncheon,
and said that he would make available to the
‘Department.a report on what was said. ' '

-  Imﬁediately'following the luncheon, Senator
~ Cooper dlctated, and transmltted to mP, the
o aLtached. .f,-_.', : ‘ - :
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L To’ -, August 30, 1967, I tolked wit @ Ch ¢ S i b
o Charge d'Affaires of the Russian Brbacey at the Fmuassy. On Fridey , August
o 25th, he hnd culled my office and asked me to have lunch with him., I hed
fuct him briefly at my house in Washington, where he-had come with Mr. Thecdore

Weintal, but I did not talk to him on that day sbout any political metters. I
. ¥as at the Ruseion Fubassy from 1:00 o'elock to 2:15 B4, .
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- He opened the conversation by saying that he had recently returned
Trom Moscow, where he had gone on leave for approximately 30 doys. He sald it
‘had not been @ vacation, becuuse he had worked ot the foreign office every day
and hod spent the evenings, when not at the foreign office, talking to private
citizens, officials, and "statesmen", that he hed little time for his family,
and had come back to Washington quite tired. He went on to say that the dominant
theme in his conversations with the above groups had, at their initistive, been !
the war in Vietnam; that the Russian people do not want war, rememoering the
scars of World War II; and nov, as Russia was showing improverment in economic

.« Tield, in education, in scicnce, etc., war was even more feared. -
. g '_‘J s E 4 - /Agk¢/2%5/24¢449ﬂfl
: D I . He said that he wos Chargd at the time of the l¥iddle East crisis
/Vd{ and that he knew of the care and precision which the U.S.5.R. had cormunicated
and worked to avoid any engagement in the.crisis. In responsé to my gquestion

that-did not that experience indicate clearly that the United States desired
‘to make no war against the Soviet Union, . and that was the President’s vosition,
he answered in the affirmative. But he went on to say that there is alweys
o ‘s possibility that a mistske or events that could cause misunderstanding could
' ' create dangerous situations. o o : Any
‘ﬁk%_L,‘ T T :

"' Vietnam, he noted, vas such. a.dangerous situation. He said if
the bombing of North Vietnam were ended that dangers between the Soviet Union
and the United States would be avoided and many things would fall in plzce.
I make it clear that he did not say, and I did not ask him, if the Soviet Unionm
would go to war over Vietnam. I asked him that in the case that the United
States should cease bombing of North Vietnam, would it leed to negotiationms.
His ansver was that he felt sure that the cessation of borbing would have led
to negotiations some months ago, but that North Vietnam had hardened its ) .
rosition and he ecould not. say. I asked him then if the subnission of the metter
of Vietnam to the United Nations would lead to negotiations, or would it lead
to the reconvening of the Geneva Conference. He said that he did not believe +
. 5o bccause the vor wes an intarnal mabber in Vietnanm and he dld Lot think an .
‘ 5%1,1bf international matter could solve it. :
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| _ I then said to him that what he was proposing wes that the United
W”*';ﬂ States cease bombing end without any assurance that North Vietnam would negotiate,
. or that the United Nations or, the Security Council would asswure Jurisdiction
and try to settle the war., I said also that we were aupplying the South Vietmese
and I assure the Soviet Union would continue to'supply the Vietcong. He re-
sponded by saying that the Soviet Union had not provided supplies to the Vietcong,
- except smell rifles and machine guns; that.its supply of sorhisticated weapons
hed been to North Vietnam, a socialist ally to whom it wes cormitied ard a
country whose territory was under attack by the United States. :He szl ¢hat o~
in the event the United States cezscd bcibingof ‘North Vietnam there weuls %
no necersity for the Soviet Union to provide gupplies to the North “"ietns-:gp
and that the supplies to the Vietconz were at a minimum. - He thouzl: i

2 oitert o :ishtin$mﬂ$g}d,ﬁo.on in South Viotnanm, but it vould eve 37
oy ups . : o ’ >,
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but he could not say whether or not it would intervene, but egnin the bombing

go on for years. ' .

'  vwar in Vietnam was that it might in some vay engage the Soviet Union with the

4

I osked him iffhé believed Cormunist China would intervene in
the wars lNe said that Communict China had large influecnce in North Vicinan,

created danger, He said that while the Soviet Union d1d not know exactly
whal was going on in Comnunist China, its estimate was as follows:

_ ‘Mao and his mssociates, while great revolutionaries, could not
cucceed in ihe economic development of China; there is a younger group
Chinese, wany of whom have been educated in Rucsia, who are able economists,
and seientists, and who could lead in the development of China; Mno and his
associated were unwilling to yeild to this group and that the stiuggle might

I asked him if there was any opinion in Russia that China might
attack Russia. He at first said no, but then said there was danger of trouble
along Ruscia's eastern border with China. He said the Chinese would like nothing
better than to provoke a war between the United States and Russia, and he d4igd
not belleve that the United States was sufficiently awarc of the possibility of

- such provocation by China. He noted that a Chinese submarine might sink an

American vessel simply to provoke a war, He further stated that he did not believe

"~ the United States government was sufficiently aware of the denger %?'irresponsible
. use by the Chinese of nuclear wespons it has developed.

In summarw)'it is my opinion'thai his chief concern sbout the

United States, and that it was the borbing that caused this danger. He was
very open throughout our talk, but I said nothing to him that I have not noted
in this statement. Before going to the Soviet Union Exbassy I called Assistant
Secretary of State Macomber and told him of my proposed visit and that I would
report'my_cogyersa@ion, vhich I em doing. : o, .
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